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News Briefs
by Sal Giarratani

(Continued on Page 10)

Efforts to Save Peace Park
Going Strong

I often drive through Egleston Square on Washington 
Street where Jamaica Square meets Roxbury and every 
time I drive there I have noticed that Peace Garden by 
a traffi c light in a small corner lot. It has been a place 
of hope for this neighborhood for many years now and 
it seems it may be sold by Clear Channel, its corporate 
owners, for a housing proposal. While more housing 
is much needed, the neighborhood is advocating with 
the city to save the park for neighborhood folk.

According to Rosana, who owns the Latino Beauty 
Salon across from the park, it’s “the heart of the neigh-
borhood.” She says of the park at the corner of School 
and Washington streets, “It is the only community 
space that we have.”

New Sheriff Down at the Border
Recently, the U.S. Senate held a confi rmation hear-

ing on Biden’s choice of Tucson, AZ Police Chief Chris 
Magnus as the new commissioner of the U.S. Custom 
& Border Protection Agency. The Senate vote was 50-47 
along party lines.

Many Republicans had a problem when Magnus 
found it diffi cult to answer the question whether or not 
we were experiencing a crisis down at the southwest 
border. It appeared he was dancing all around that 
question and never actually answered it. 

It appears this police chief has quite the woke his-
tory, which is mainly why he was Biden’s nominee 
for this critical position down at the border. Many 
of those police offi cers, past and present, are known 
not to have been in sync with his immigration views 
and some of them had been speaking out during the 
Senate hearings.

Lydia Edwards is now bound 
for an historic victory next 
month after claiming victory in 
Tuesday’s special state senate 
election and said, “I’m proud of 
who I am, of hope I got here. We 
did this. We did this.”

Edwards garnered 77.49 per-
cent of the vote to fi ll the seat 
in the Massachusetts State 
Senate in the First Suffolk & 
Middlesex District, accord-
ing to the Boston Election 
Commission. Revere School 
Committee member Anthony 
D’Ambrosio, 25, wound up with 
a 22.17 percent share of the 
Boston vote.

Lydia Edwards is currently 
Boston City Councilor rep-
resenting District 1, which 
includes East Boston. “I am just 
overwhelmed by this moment. 
Boston put me on the map ... 
and it took a lot to get here.” At 
another point during her vic-
tory speech, she said, “We won 
Winthrop 60-40.”

Edwards is now a lock-in 
guaranteed to win the general 
special election to be held on 
Tuesday, January 11th.

No Republican ran in the 
GOP state primary so Edwards 

is on track to become the 
fi rst woman and fi rst person of 
color to represent the Senate 
district.

The seat was vacated earlier 
this year by Joe Boncore, who 
left for a position as CEO for 
MassBio, which triggered the 
special election.

Dur ing  the  campa ign , 
many across the district were 
impressed wi th Anthony 
D’Ambrosio out on the campaign 
trail. He defi nitely has a future 
in politics if he wants it. We have 
not heard the last of him.

Edwards Wins Special State Primary
f or State Senate

by Sal Giarratani

Distr ict  1  Boston City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
victorious in Tuesday’s 
Special State Senate Election

The Baker-Polito Adminis-
tration announced plans to 
increase access to at home 
COVID-19 test kits for residents 
across the Commonwealth. The 
Administration has secured 2.1 
million iHealth Labs over-the-
counter (OTC) at-home rapid 
antigen tests that will be deliv-
ered to 102 towns with the high-
est percentage of families below 
the poverty level. These free tests 
will be available for distribution 
to the public by each munici-
pality, with an emphasis on 
increasing access for individu-
als and families who are facing 
fi nancial hardship.

“With the holidays approach-
ing, we encourage residents 
to utilize rapid tests as a con-
venient way to keep family 
members and friends safe at 
gatherings,” said Governor 
Charlie Baker. “While these 
tests are widely available at 
many pharmacies and retail loca-
tions across the Commonwealth, 
we are making it even easier for 
residents to get free rapid testing 
through these initiatives.”

“Massachusetts has developed 
a nation-leading testing infra-
structure, with free testing avail-
able across the Commonwealth,” 
said Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“Increasing access to these free 
OTC rapid antigen test kits will 
serve as another tool to combat 
COVID-19.”

While the initial 2.1 million 
OTC rapid antigen tests will 
be distributed to 102 high-
need communities across 
the  Commonwea l th ,  the 
Administration is finalizing 
plans to allow municipalities 
and other public entities to 
directly purchase tests from 
test manufacturers at fixed, 
state-negotiated prices. The 
Administration posted a pro-
curement opportunity on Friday, 

Baker-Polito Administration Announces
2.1 Million At-Home COVID Tests
for 102 High-Need Communities

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 18, 2021

December 18th - 11:00 a.m.: All are welcome, 
Christmas Liturgy: Sponsored by The Italian School Di 
San Leonardo celebrated by Father Giadio DeBlasio, 
a nati ve Italian Priest from Boston College.

December 18th - 3:00 p.m.: In the Peace Garden, 
the Saint Leonard Choral Society (President
Mrs. Laurie Warlock) presents a Christmas Carol 
Concert with Music Director Dr. Dan Drzymalski. 

FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 19  24, 2021

December 20th, 21st, 22nd - 7:00 p.m.: Fr. Rick 

Marti gnetti  , The Gift  of Jesus: A Christmas Mission 
December 21st - 5:00 p.m.: Advent with Mary: 

Mass, Rosary, and meeti ng with Ivan
CHRISTMAS EVE FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2021
4:00 p.m. - Confession 
5:00 p.m. - Mass 
Midnight Mass
CHRISTMAS DAY SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2021
Mass - 9:00 a.m.; 10:30 a.m. Italian; 12:00 p.m.
NEW YEAR’S EVE, DECEMBER 31, 2021
12:05 p.m. – Mass
5:00 p.m. Mass St. Stephens Church (This year only) 
For further informati on on any of these events, 

please go to htt ps://saintleonardchurchboston.org/

State Announces Initiative to Make Purchasing Tests Easier for Municipalities
December 10th for manufactur-
ers, and municipalities will 
be able to order in January 
2022. The Administration will 
provide more details on how 
municipalities can procure these 
tests later in the coming weeks. 
Municipalities are able to utilize 
American Rescue Plan Act fund-
ing, as well as Federal COVID-19 
Relief funding to purchase the 
rapid antigen test kits.

At-home COVID-19 rapid 
antigen test kits are a fast, 
easy and convenient way to 
test for COVID-19. In addition 
to the Administration provid-
ing iHealth Labs OTC at-home 
rapid antigen test kits and allow-
ing municipalities to directly 
purchase tests, residents can 
visit local pharmacies or order 
online to purchase rapid test kits 
on their own, as needed. 

Massachusetts performs 
more COVID tests than almost 
any other state in the coun-
try thanks to the hundreds 
of existing testing locations 
across the Commonwealth; 
including 38 free state spon-
sored Stop the Spread testing 
sites. Residents can continue to 
access these COVID testing sites 
during the holidays. All testing 
sites are listed here: mass.gov/
gettested.

HOW THESE 
COMMUNITIES

WERE SELECTED:
The 102 municipalities in 

the Commonwealth with the 
highest proportion of families 
at or below the poverty level 
are receiving iHealth Labs OTC 
at-home rapid antigen test kits 
in this initial distribution. All 
twenty of the Commonwealth’s 
most disproportionately im-
pacted equity communities 
were included by these criteria. 
In total, the 102 municipalities 
account for nearly 3.7 million 

Massachusetts residents. 
iHealth Labs OTC at-home 

rapid antigen test kits will start 
to be delivered to the eligi-
ble communities this week by 
the Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency, in part-
nership with the Massachusetts 
National Guard. Tests will be 
distributed proportionally across 
the 102 communities based on 
the proportion of families liv-
ing at or below the poverty 
level within their respective 
communities.

While each city or town will 
be able to determine how best 
to distribute tests within their 
community municipalities are 
asked to prioritize those most 
in need, allocating equitably 
and at locations accessible to 
individuals and families who are 
determined to be in high need 
and as quickly as possible dur-
ing the holiday season. 

The Commonwealth is paying 
$5 per test. All tests come in 
packs of two. The tests can be 
completed in 15 minutes with-
out the need to send a sample to 
a laboratory; a mobile phone or 
computer is not needed for any 
part of the test. Individuals 2 
years of age and up can use the 
tests regardless of vaccination 
status or whether or not they 
have symptoms.

CDC last week issued guid-
ance on self-tests like the iHealth 
tests, with information on when 
to consider self-testing, how to 
complete the tests, and how to 
react to a positive or negative 
result. 

COVID-19 rapid tests are one 
of many risk-reduction mea-
sures, along with vaccination, 
that can protect individuals by 
reducing the chances of spread-
ing COVID-19.

For information on testing, 
visit: mass.gov/gettested

ST. LEONARD CHURCH
OF PORT MAURICE

320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113
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Res Publica
by David Trumbull

THE ROMAN COLOSSEUM

What’s Your Favorite Christmas Movie?

Itali-Echo
WNTN1550 AM  RADIO

Streaming

M O N D A Y - F R I D A Y

with Viviana Dragani

1 2 : 0 0  P M -  2 : 0 0  P M

www.wntn1550am.com

.

 For centuries, the Roman 
Colosseum was considered 
to be the most extravagant 
e x p e n d i t u r e  f o r  p u b l i c 
amusement ever made in the 
world. It was intentionally built 
as a place for the wholesale 
destruction of human and 
animal life for the amusement of 
spectators, and for witnessing 
these scenes of murder and 
butchery, which were repeated 
hour after hour, day after day, 
and month after month.

W e  k n o w  t h a t  t h i s 
amphitheater was the scene of 
fearful barbarities during the 
persecutions of the Christians. 
We also know from earlier 
columns that the reason for 
these persecutions was because 
the Christians worshiped their 
own God and would not pay 
homage to the Emperor nor 
would they serve in the Roman 
Army. They were also falsely 
charged with starting the fi re 
that burned two-thirds of 

Rome in 64 A.D. Because of 
these events, Nero banned 
Christianity and started the 
persecutions, which lasted for 
250 years.

The structure was also used 
for Gladiatorial combats for 300 
years. For the provision of this 
fatal service to the Emperor, 
the empire, and the glory of the 
Colosseum, they always kept 
ready in Rome about 10,000 
gladiators, held as prisoners. 
They were strong, athletic, well 
fed, well lodged, skilled in the 
use of combat weapons, and 
had at one time been soldiers 
themselves who had fought 
against the Roman Legions and 
in some instances even defeated 
them. One thing was for sure; 
they were absolutely certain of 
an early death.

The sheer stupidity of it all 
seems to be the manner in which 
these herds of human beings 
accepted their fate, yielded to 
the ceremonial atmosphere 

A gladiator standing over his defeated foes in the Colosseum, 
waiting for the Emperor to signal thumbs up or thumbs down
Pollice Verso, With a Turned Thumb, by Jean-Léon Gérôme.

of the arena, considered this 
mortal combat as a duty, made 
the grand procession around 
the combat area, yelled the 
famous Ave! And then flung 
themselves against man or 
beast in a fi ght to the death.

The last Gladiator fi ghts took 
place in 404 A.D. and the last 
wild beast fi ght in 503 A.D. Bull 
fi ghts were held there from 1312 
to 1362. No chariot races were 
held in the Colosseum, these 
were reserved for the Roman 
Circus.

There are those who have 
said that while the building 
was imposing, because of the 
nature of its activity, it was 
never considered beautiful. 
The exterior was faced with 
travertine, and had the Tuscan, 
Ionic and Corinthian Orders 
superimposed on the first, 
second, and third stories 
respectively. The interior had 
marble facing on the emperor’s 
ringside platform. There was a 
marble throne, marble seats for 
the dignitaries and row upon row 
of stone seats for the spectators. 
Huge masts projecting from the 
upper story were equipped to 
hold brightly colored awnings, 
which protected the spectators 
from the summer sun.

During the 15th and 16th 
centuries, it was used as a 
quarry to furnish building 
stones for a number of churches 
and palaces. The destruction 
was stopped after two-thirds 
of the original material was 
removed. The structure was 
later consecrated to the memory 
of the Christian martyrs.

The building got the name 
Colosseum from the colossal 
statue of Nero, which stood near 
it in Ancient Times.

It has been said many times: 
While stands the Colosseum, 
Rome shall stand. When falls 
the Colosseum, Rome shall fall.

NEXT ISSUE:
The Roman Circus

I fi rst heard that aphorism at a 
holiday party over two decades 
ago. It’s been around longer 

than that and I haven’t been 
able to determine who fi rst 

said it and when. 
On the face the say-

ing makes sense. After 
all, what better movie for 

adults who still believe in 
Santa Claus than Miracle 

on 34th Street? Besides 
(watch out for plot spoiler) the 

picture’s crisis is resolved when a 
huge federal government agency — 

the Post Offi ce — comes to the rescue. 
And with a divorced mother rearing a 

child alone, Miracle features a non-
traditional family, surely a plus in the 

eyes of liberals.
It’s a Wonderful Life, on the other hand, celebrates the 

infi nite worth of an individual human being, a worth that far 
exceeds even the biggest fi nancial fortune. In Wonderful Life the 
hero’s crisis is resolved (another plot spoiler) by the spontaneous 
voluntary action of family, friends, and local community; emphati-
cally not by the government. The fi lm also shows people in fervent 
prayer, not to some generic higher power but to the God of the 
Bible as worshipped by Protestant and Catholic believers. That 
alone must drive some liberal’s nuts when the fi lm is broadcast 
over the public airwaves.

But the game can be played the other way. Wonderful Life 
presents negative stereotypes of bankers, so much so that when 
it was released some Hollywood observers (but not, as is errone-
ously asserted on some liberal websites, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigations itself) charged that it was a vehicle for communist 
propaganda. The charge is easy to ridicule today, but in the 1940s 
communist infi ltration of the motion picture industry was a real 
and serious threat to American values. Now look at the favorable 
treatment — not to mention free advertising — that Miracle gives 
to two large department stores! Main Street Republicans surely 
must fi nd that refreshing compared to the negative views of busi-
ness that Hollywood gives us today.

The lesson? It’s just a movie! Enjoy them both, or whichever 
ones you choose to watch this holiday season. Santa’s list does not 
include your political affi liation, but he does have a lump of coal 
for those who would strip our public life of all sense of Wonder at 
the Love of God and thankfulness for all Miracles big and small.

Democrats’ favorite Christmas movie is Miracle on 34th Street.
Republicans’ favorite Christmas movie is It’s a Wonderful Life.” 

Run date: 12/17/2021

To all persons interested in the above cap-
tioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner Mary Ann 
Larocque of Roslindale, MA, a Will has been 
admitted to informal probate.

Mary Ann Larocque of Roslindale, MA 
has been informally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under 
 informal procedure by the Personal Representa-
tive under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision by the Court. Inventory 

the Court, but interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the  administration from 
the Personal Representative and can petition 
the Court in any  matter relating to the estate, 
 including  distribution of assets and  expenses of 
 administration. Interested parties are entitled to 
petition the Court to institute  formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal Representatives  
appointed under informal procedure. A copy  
of the Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Suffolk Division

Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street

Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

Docket No. SU21P2346EA
Estate of

HELENA S. BISIO
Date of Death: February 24, 2021

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run date: 12/17/2021

To all persons interested in the above cap-
tioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner Meredith 
Connor of Gilford, NH.

Meredith Connor of Gilford, NH has been 
informally appointed as the Personal Repre-
sentative of the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being administered under 
 informal procedure by the Personal Representa-
tive under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not  required to be fi led with 
the Court, but interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the  administration from 
the Personal Representative and can petition 
the Court in any  matter relating to the estate, 
 including  distribution of assets and  expenses of 
 administration. Interested parties are entitled to 
petition the Court to institute  formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal procedure. A copy 
of the Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Suffolk Division

Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street

Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

Docket No. SU21P2426EA
Estate of

MAXTON GARRETT CONNOR
Date of Death: March 26, 2021

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE 

The Federal Trade Commission 
works for the consumer to prevent 

fraud and deception. 
Call 1-877-FTC-HELP (1-877-382-4357)

 or log on to www.ftc.gov.

IRS Problems?
We Can Help.....

Call 617.504.7009
Peter DeBilio EA

www.federaltaxproblems.com

The Post-Gazette
accepts memorials 

throughout the year. 
Please call

617-227-8929

Remember 
Your

Loved Ones
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POST-GAZETTE
W a l t e r  P. 
L u o n g o  o f 
B o s t o n ’ s 

North End passed away 
peacefully on December 12, 
2021.

Beloved son of the late 
Peter and Jennie (Arigo) 
Luongo. Loving husband of 
Grace (Sgro) Luongo. Adored 
father of Janice Luongo of the 
North End, Christi ne Hadaya 
and her husband George of 
the North End, and Peter 
Luongo and his wife Susan of Revere. Cherished 
grandfather of six and great-grandfather of six. 
Dear brother of the late Rena DiNunzio, Marie 
Luongo, Gloria DiBella, and Helen Renda. Also 
survived by many loving nieces and nephews.

Late Command Sergeant 
Major of the U.S. Army 
serving in WWII; former 
commander of VFW Post 
144 North End. 

Visitations on Thursday, 
December 16th at St. Leonard 
Church, Boston, followed 
by Mass of Christi an Burial. 
Burial was private.

Donations in Walter ’s 
name, in honor of: Justin 
Hadaya may be made to: 
DUP15 Alliance, P.O. Box 

1669, Highland Park, IL 60035.
For online condolences, please visit www.

watermanboston.com
J.S. Waterman-Langone Chapel
617-536-4110

Walter P. Luongo

May  He Rest in Peace

St. Agrippina’s membership held its 26th annual 
Christmas Program for North End children on 
Sunday December 12th. The program once again, 
was a huge success!  Santa Claus arrived at St. 
Agrippina’s Chapel via fi re engine with plenty of 
toys for all the good boys and girls. There were 
many families anxiously waiting for his arrival, 
while holiday music played. Santa Claus took an 
individual picture with each child, gave him or 
her an age appropriate gift, a balloon and a gift 
bag fi lled with school supplies and candy treats 
for many children. The Boston Celtics Dancers 
made a special guest appearance to help Santa 
Claus! A very merry good time was had by every-
one that attended.

The membership would like to thank the fol-
lowing for their continued support of the pro-
gram. The VFW Post 144 North End, Bencotto 
Resteraunt, Mikes Pastry, Umberto’s Pizzeria, 
North End Fire Station, Balloons Over Boston, 
Hill Side Press, and The Boston Celtics. 

The membership of St. Agrippina’s Society is 
very proud of our annual Christmas Program 
for North End Children. Our membership would 
like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday. 
We thank everyone for their participation and 
we look forward to seeing everyone at our next 
annual feast.

Viva St. Agrippina!!!

St. Agrippina’s
26th Annual Christmas Program

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Bobby, you couldn’t have said it better, in your article 
printed in the November 26, 2021 Post-Gazette! In fact, you 
hit the nail on the head! Yes, we must count our blessings 
every day. For no matter our nationality, our birthplace, 
or status in life, no nation on Earth can compare to ours, 
whose freedom causes any citizen’s heart to swell with 
pride ― a freedom won over and over again by courageous, 
heroic servicemen and women who fought valiantly for us. 
God bless you, Bobby Franklin. I also enjoy your colorful 
and exciting coverage of boxing memories, and any other 
subject you choose to pursue.

Keep up the good work, and stay STRONG!

Peter Gillen Colwell
East Boston, MA

Three Cheers for 
Bobby Franklin

We would like to thank all those members whose enduring 
devotion to the North End was demonstrated by their generosity 
during our second Christmas season fundraiser.

The Friends of the North End raised $3,000 that will be distrib-
uted to eleven local organizations and charities.

FONE is not solely a fraternity, but a vestige of our revered 
Italian neighborhood. Many of us no longer live in the North End, 
however, it joyfully lives in our hearts and memories. A testimony 
to that is our frequent boasting of a lifelong relationship to the 
community and a steadfast mission of support to many worthy 
North End organizations. We are all fortunate to readily recall pre-
cious memories of a boyhood that linger forever and to be able to 
give back in a modest way to a place we still cherish.

Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 2022 to all our 
Friends and Families.

Sonny, Sammy, and Victor 

Thank You
from

The Friends of the North End
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L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore
Solstice, Symbols and Holiday History

by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz THINKING
by Sal Giarratani

OUT LOUD

WHEN IT COMES TO COVID
DO NOT BE AFRAID

That Should Be the Only Mandate

Lately, it seems as if the world 
around me can be defi ned in 
terms of light — or, sometimes, 
lack thereof. When I wake up in 
the morning, a sky as black as 
a stormy sea greets me, send-
ing me scuttling towards the 
comfort of a warm breakfast. 
During the day, the sun is low 
in the sky, gracefully sending 
golden spangles of light through 
the bare trees. The upcoming 
winter solstice, after all, serves 
as the darkest day of the year, 
when night wraps its cloak 
around the feeble sunlight of a 
short day. However, the winter 
solstice also marks the return 
of the sun, as after this date 
the sun will stay for a longer 
time in the sky. No wonder that 
so many midwinter festivities, 
from Christmas to Hanukkah to 
Kwanzaa, emphasize the theme 
of light! In preparation for the 
winter solstice on December 
21st, I decided to pay attention 
to the origins of the Christmas 
symbols and customs that sur-
round us. I found a fascinating 
tale of history and metaphor, 
of the yearning for light and 
eternal life. Below are a number 
of Christmas customs and their 
beginnings, in the context of 
both our Italian heritage and 
universal human nature:  

• Pre-Christmas Holidays: 
Historians have identifi ed sev-
eral ancient feasts that served as 
symbolic precursors to the sec-
ular celebrations of Christmas. 
Our ancestors in Italy gathered 
for a wild weeklong festival 
known as Saturnalia start-
ing on December 17th. This 
holiday honored Saturn, the 
god of agriculture and time. 
During Saturnalia, slaves and 
masters exchanged places, a 
harbinger of the misrule that 
characterizes that Christmas, 
New Year and Epiphany tra-
ditions to this day. Ancient 
Romans also exchanged gifts 
on Saturnalia, a custom which 
has survived in the modern 
Christmas. Meanwhile, the 
people of Northern Europe 
celebrated a holiday known as 
Yule. They adorned their homes 
with greenery as an example of 
eternal life in the midst of the 

dark winter, and lit candles not 
only for warmth but to symbol-
ize the return of the sun after 
the solstice. We still see green-
ery and candles in our contem-
porary Christmas decorations, 
and we still use the word Yule to 
describe the Christmas season!

• December 25th: In her com-
prehensive book Encyclopedia 
of Christmas and New Year’s 
Celebrations, author Tanya 
Gulevich outlines the fascinat-
ing story of how Christmas 
became associated with the 
date of December 25th. The 
earliest Christians did not 
celebrate Christmas. In fact, 
though Christmas gets more 
attention, Easter, which hon-
ors the Resurrection of Christ, 
remains the most important 
holiday in the Church calen-
dar. Christians were observing 
Epiphany, the day that the 
Three Kings visited Baby Jesus, 
before they observed Christmas. 
The fi rst mention of Christmas 
falling on December 25th occurs 
in a calendar from 336 A.D. In 
the year 350, the Pope offi cially 
declared December 25th as 
the date of the Nativity. Some 
scholars theorize that this date 
was chosen to bring a Christian 
perspective to winter solstice 
celebrations, as the birth of 
Jesus symbolically offered a 
return of light in the world.

• Christmas Trees: Mention 
the word “Christmas,” and 
the fi rst image that may pop 
into your mind is that of an 
illuminated, beautifully deco-
rated evergreen. Pagan’s long 
venerated trees in the winter. 
Evergreens were considered 
symbols for eternal life, as 
they persisted through the 
cold, barren winter. Romans 
even adorned their homes with 
greenery for the solstice cel-
ebration of Saturnalia. The 
Christmas ornaments hang-
ing from the trees, meanwhile, 
may derive from the medieval 
practice of paradise plays. 
Performed around Christmas, 
these folk dramas recreated the 
Biblical tale of Adam and Eve. A 
tree festooned with apples, sym-
bolizing the Tree of Knowledge 
in the Garden of Eden, formed 

the centerpiece of these plays. 
Christmas trees didn’t catch 
on in America until people 
caught wind of the fact that the 
fashionable Queen Victoria cel-
ebrated the holiday with a tree, 
a remnant of her German heri-
tage. The Christmas tree has 
spread to Italy as well, where it 
stands as a well-known holiday 
decoration and is known as 
l’albero di Natale.

• Holly and Mistletoe: Like 
the Christmas tree, holly speaks 
to the potent allegory of eternal 
life around the winter sol-
stice. An evergreen plant, holly 
was worshipped during the 
winter by European pagans. 
It acquired a Christian per-
spective in the Middle Ages, 
when its leaves came to sym-
bolize Jesus’s thorny crown 
and the red berries His blood. 
Meanwhile, mistletoe, a plant 
sacred to the Celts, also became 
equated with rebirth due to 
its status as an evergreen. 
The custom of kissing under 
the mistletoe may derive from 
ancient Scandinavia, where 
mistletoe served as emblems of 
peace. According to tradition, 
enemies who passed each other 
under a mistletoe branch had 
to lay down their arms and call 
a truce. In Italy, holly is known 
as agrifoglio and decorates 
homes for Christmas and New 
Year’s. Mistletoe, or vischio in 
Italian, holds a special place in 
the country’s culture because it 
was the fabled “Golden Bough” 
the mythological fi gure Aeneas 
needed in order to placate the 
gods during his journey into the 
underworld. 

• Yule Log: There is nothing 
like a warm, crackling log on the 
fi re to conjure images of a cozy, 
joyous holiday. However, the 
yule log’s origins are shrouded 
in mystery. Ostensibly it derives 
from the Germanic Yule cel-
ebrations, the feast celebrating 
the winter solstice in which 
greenery and fi re were brought 
indoors to form a literal and 
symbolic barrier against the 
cold air. Yule log traditions vary 
across the world. The English 
hold a plethora of superstitions 
around the Yule log, such as 
one which states that bad luck 
will follow if the Yule log is extin-
guished before the night, or that 
log contains healing properties. 
The French eat buche de Noel 
or a sponge cake shaped like a 
log, during their Christmas Eve 
dinner. In Italy, the Yule log is 
called il ceppo di Natale and is 
blessed with prayers and songs.

The Christmas traditions 
which surround us burst with 
rich symbolism and complex 
spiritual significance. They 
remind us of the comfort and 
joy which characterizes the 
holidays and link us to the 
universal hopes and desires of 
our ancestors. These customs 
tell us that though the nights 
around the solstice appear 
dark and gray, the love of fam-
ily and of our shared humanity 
ignites the most brilliant light 
of all. This season, be sure to 
view the ubiquitous symbols of 
Christmas with new eyes, and 
spread the love of the holidays 
to all you encounter!

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz 
is a high school history teacher. 
She appreciates any comments 
and suggestions about Italian 
ho l idays and fo lk lore  a t 
adicenso89@gmail.com.
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Recently, Veronica Robles Cultural Center over in East Boston 
held a vaccine clinic. It was defi nitely a positive day for the people 
of East Boston. The threat of COVID and its variants will unfor-
tunately be with us for the foreseeable future and will become a 
part of our everyday life.

COVID scares folks because it is so new and still so fi lled with 
unknowns. Should anyone take the jab? Why should you refuse? 
How much knowledge do you have on it? Are you just believing or 
denying what you read or because what someone told you what 
they read?

Community leaders must work together to encourage the vac-
cines not as a cure all, but a necessity to survive this virus without 
severe symptoms. I have come to believe this vaccine is not the 
same as the polio vaccine I remember receiving back in the early 
’50s during the polio epidemic.

I was vaccinated back in April 2021 with the J&J vaccine. I 
knew there were no guarantees with it. I was about to schedule 
my booster shot after gathering for Thanksgiving with family mem-
bers where everyone was vaccinated, nine of us, myself included, 
ended up testing positive for COVID. Fortunately, because we 
were vaccinated previously, none of us had severe symptoms. My 
symptoms were quite mild in nature.

I believe if we want more folks to get vaccinated, we must tell 
people the truth. The vaccines don’t prevent catching this virus, 
but the vaccine do prevent people from getting into real serious 
medical issues.

I also believe there is no need for all this panic being orchestrated 
by Democrats and their allies in the media who appear to like to 
scare folks into getting jabbed. According to a page one of the NY 
Times news story (December 13th), the greatest threat of COVID 
is to older Americans. Three-quarters of all COVID deaths in this 
nation have been those 65 years old or older. When it comes to 
younger children, the survival rate is 99 percent, for the rest of 
us, it is 98 percent.

Eventually, COVID will end up like the Spanish Flu, which still 
lives, but herd immunity ended that pandemic and took it off the 
front pages. Meanwhile, we must live with COVID and be smart, 
and part of being smart is taking the jabs when you can.

The more we educate people on just what the so-called vaccine 
is, the more people will roll up their sleeves. Many are hesitant 
simply because they think the jabs are a scam. We all have choices 
to make. While I have taken the jab and await my booster jab, I still 
believe folks shouldn’t be mandated. Once you give people the real 
facts and real science, most will not run from the vaccine needle.

We can’t go on living our lives being afraid of our own shadows 
or looking for boogeymen under the bed. COVID-19 is not a bête 
noir. It will pass! We will wake up from it. COVID gets into our 
bodies, but we don’t have to let it get inside our heads. The sky 
may be getting darker, but the sky isn’t falling yet.

If you’re vaccinated, good, but still stay serious and smart about 
this public health threat. We should do what we can together as 
a community. Fear is never a good motivator for doing what must 
be done, it usually gets the opposite effect 

The world isn’t doomed. We will survive. We shouldn’t allow 
ourselves to be puppets of the fake news media. They don’t care 
about us or this viral disease. They care about ratings. We need 
to turn them off. They sew division. We need to show some unity 
and common sense. 

Generations get called sometimes to take a big step for the 
right thing. This generation today stands at a junction. We can 
allow ourselves to be frozen by fear or we can move forward. I 
choose to move forward. All we have is the present. The only 
real moment that counts is the one we are standing in at this 
moment in time. Our future depends on us doing what’s right at 
this moment in time.

COVID can’t eat us up, only we can do that to ourselves. 
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CHAPTER 66
The Meeting

“Buongiorno, Lucia.” “Buon-
giorno, Brother Nino,” Grandma 
replied. “Buongiorno, Angelina, 
Stella and Carmela.” Brother 
Nino speaking with a thick 
accent. “Padre Francesco is 
waiting for you, follow me.” 
Brother Nino ushered the four 
women into a large, paneled 
library, where Father Francesco 
was waiting for them. “Lucia, 
you and your daughters take a 
seat on the couch where we can 
talk.” Father Francesco sat on a 
large comfortable armchair fac-
ing them. The women took their 
seats, casting anxious looks 
at Father Francesco and one 
another. They sat for a moment 
in silence, before they could 
speak; there came a voice from 
just behind them, in the far cor-
ner of the room. “Good morning 
aunt, good morning cousins.” It 
was Pietro, he had arrived ear-
lier with Carla. Both had an air 
about them, one that suggested 
they were on vacation, but they 
were betrayed by the look of 
anxiety on both their faces. 
Grandma, immediately rushed 
over to the couple, embracing 
fi rst Pietro, then Carla. 

“It’s so good to see both of you. 
I’m happy you’re here. Come sit 
with your cousins and Padre 
Francesco so we can talk.” 
Without saying a word, the 
couple walked over to the three 
sisters. They exchanged kisses, 
cheek to cheek, but the sense of 
joy that usually accompanies 
such unexpected encounters 
was absent, replaced by feel-
ings of anxiety coupled with 
a sense of foreboding. “Aren’t 
you a beautiful family,” Father 
Francesco began. 

“Carla, Pietro, I assume my 
sister made you comfortable 
while you were at her home?” 
Grandma asked. “Yes, Aunt 
Elena made us very comfort-
able,” Pietro replied. “Carla was 
your stay with Elena pleas-
ant?” “Yes, Lucia. Your sister 
is very kind.” “Yes, she is kind,” 
Grandma replied. “You must 
have noticed her house is not 
well kept.” Carla smiled. “She 
has a charming house, and 
she’s a wonderful woman.” 

Mom, happy to see Pietro, 
took him by the hand. “Pietro, 
I’m so happy to see you. Angie, 
Stella, aren’t we happy to see 
Pietro?” They responded in 
unison; they were happy to see 
him. Once again, a silence fell 
over the room, broken by Father 
Francesco when he announced, 
“We should await the arrival of 
the Riccis before we begin our 
discussion.” Father Francesco’s 
simple statement set in motion 
an explosion of glances from sis-
ter to sister, mother to daugh-
ters and fi nally, Carla to Pietro, 
ricocheting back to the cousins 
and Grandma. 

“Please help yourself to cof-
fee,” Father Francesco offered, 
gesturing to the espresso pot 
placed on the coffee table 
between them. Grandma placed 
the bag of taralli, clutched in 
her hands till now, on the table 
beside the coffee pot. “Padre 
Francesco, I brought you some 
taralli,” she said while grinning 
in the direction of Auntie Stella, 

knowing Auntie Stella wouldn’t 
say a word in the presence of 
Father Francesco. Realizing 
Grandma was still retaliating 
for her earlier remarks, Auntie 
began to roll her eyes, muttered 
some little song under breath, 
and cast a glance at the ceiling. 
Grandma seizing her advantage, 
which were few and far between 
with Auntie Stella, opened the 
bag and placed the taralli on a 
plate on the far end of the cof-
fee table. After arranging the 
taralli neatly, she picked one up 
and handed it to Auntie Stella. 
“Mangia Stella. They go well 
with espresso.” Auntie Stella 
crossed her legs and began 
rocking her leg back and forth. 
She was obviously mad. All 
this drama taking place under 
the nose of Father Francesco, 
who was totally unaware of 
what was going on, but obvi-
ous to Mom and Auntie Angie, 
who exchanged quick glances 
of amusement at one another, 
knowing Grandma had gotten 
the best of Auntie Stella. In a 
sign of defi ance, Auntie Stella 
took the taralli and began tap-
ping it on the table, causing 
the china to rattle. “Stella, stop! 
Dunk the taralli in the espresso 
and enjoy it.” Mom couldn’t 
contain herself any longer and 
began to snicker, knowing an 
old battle was raging on in front 
of Father Francesco. That set off 
snickering from Auntie Angie, 
while Father Francesco looked 
in bewilderment, not fully 
understanding the little drama 
that was taking place before 
his eyes. Father Francesco 

Introducing a new book by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari, 
lifelong residents of the North End, entitled:

Four Women “Quattro Donne” 
subtitle, A North End Love Story

In the next few weeks this column will feature excerpts from this book.
picked up a taralli, broke off a 
piece and was about to dunk it 
into his espresso, when a loud 
knock was heard at the front 
door. Immediately, a sense of 
foreboding fi lled the room. Carla 
and Pietro exchanged glances 
and turned to Father Francesco 
almost as if pleading for help. 
Father Francesco, reaching 
over, clasped both Pietro and 
Carla’s hands in his hands, 
giving them a look of reassur-
ance. Grandma in turn, looked 
anxiously at her daughters. 
Immediately, they came together 
as one, sensing danger might 
be at the door. “Go to the door, 
Brother Nino,” Father Francesco 
requested. “I believe the Riccis 
have arrived.” Brother Nino, who 
was seated at the far corner of 
the room away from the group, 
responded by slowly exiting the 
room, making his way to the 
entry hall.
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Four Women “Quattro Donne” 
A North End Love Story, is avail-
able at R. Del Gaudio Gift Shop,
17 North Square North End 
(617-227-5915), adjoining Paul 
Revere House; Post-Gazette; 
Saint Francis Book Store and 
Gift Shop at Saint Leonard 
Peace Garden; lulu.com; moli-
naridesign.net; Amazon.com; 
and Barnes and Noble.com. 
Bookshop.org ;  Barbara ’s 
Bestsellers, South Station (857-
263-8737); Greetings from 
Boston, Faneuil Hall. 

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is hereby given by Stephens Automotive 
Transport, 60 Union Street, Medford, MA 
02155, pursuant to the provisions of G.L.c.255 
539A, that on December 30, 2021 at 10AM, at 
said address, the following motor vehicle(s) will 
be sold, in as is condition, no keys, at public 
sale to satisfy our garage keeper’s lien thereon 
for towing, storage, and expenses of notice 
and sale:

2006 DODGE CHARGER, BLACK
Vin # 2B3KA53H96H248015

Kenneth Chisholm
16 Rowena St.

Dorchester, MA 02124

2018 CHEVROLET TRAX, SILVER
Vin # KL7CJLSB9JB566946

Jamie L Callahan-Colllins
43 Early Ave., #2

Medford, MA  02155

2004 LINCOLN LS, RED
Vin # 1LNHM87A54Y663894

Joan B Seibel
419 Somerville Ave.

Somerville, MA 02143

2009 MERCEDES BENZ C300, SILVER
Vin # WDDGF81X29F219419

Junze Liu
75 Station Landing, Unit 302

Medford, MA 02155
Run dates:  12/10, 12/17, 12/24/2021

In the matter of 
THOMAS MARSHALL

of Boston, MA

RESPONDENT
(Person to be Protected/Minor) 

To the named Respondent and all  other 
 interested persons, a petition has been fi led 
by Brigham and Women’s Hospital of Boston, 
MA in the above captioned matter alleging that 
Thomas Marshall is in need of a Conservator 
or other protective order and requesting that
Dennis Marshall of Brockton, MA (or some other 
suitable person) be appointed as Conservator to 
serve Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to determine that 
the Respondent is disabled, that a protective 
order or appointment of a Conservator is nec-
essary, and that the proposed conservator is 
appropriate. The petition is on fi le with this court.

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or your 
attorney must fi le a written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 A.M. on the return date 
of  January 13, 2022. This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by which you have to 
fi le the written appearance if you object to the 
petition. If you fail to fi le the written  appearance 
by the return date, action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice to you. In addition 
to fi ling the written appearance, you or your 
attorney must fi le a written affi davit stating the 
specifi c facts and grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may 

limit or completely take away the above-
named person’s right to make decisions 
about  personal affairs or fi nancial affairs 
or both. The above-named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be appointed at 
State expense.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,
First Justice of this Court.

 Date: December 08, 2021

Felix D. Arroyo, Register of Probate

Run date: 12/17/2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Suffolk Probate and Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
Docket No. SU21P2551PM

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF

CONSERVATOR OR OTHER
PROTECTIVE ORDER PURSUANT TO

G.L. c. 190B, § 5-304 & § 5-405

LEGAL NOTICE 
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 The North End Seniors have 
so much to be thankful for this 
holiday season. On Wednesday, 
November 17th, through the 
generosity of Ted Tomasone 
and the North End Athletic 
Association (NEAA) the seniors 
headed to Warwick, RI for an 
Asian buffet lunch, and then on 
to the Twin River Casino. 

On Thursday, November 18th, 
the seniors we treated to a full 
course Turkey Dinner made 
possible by Carla Gomes, owner 
of Antico Forno and Terramia. 
Carla never ceases to amaze by 
always contributing to so many 
causes, we are so lucky to be 

North End Seniors
Day Tripping

Evidently, money and size does not bring vic-
tory. Revere School Committeeman Anthony 
D’Ambrosio out spent Boston City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards and was still defeated. D’Ambrosio 
had hundreds of signs, including billboards in 
the Special Senate Election Tuesday.

***********
The late former New York Governor Mario 

Cuomo must be turning in his grave, that his 
two sons have disgraced him. Former Governor 
Andrew Cuomo was forced to resign and Chris 
Cuomo was fi red by CNN. 

Mario Cuomo was an honest and distinguished 
accomplished Governor. Evidently, the apple does 
fall far from the tree in this situation.

***********

Heard from former Attorney General Frank 
Bellotti, who at 98 years old goes to his offi ce 
every day. Also, he still personally prepares his 
special Italian recipes.

***********
Dr. Oz wants Dr. Fauci to be fi red for his inef-

fective response to his duties. Oz is a candidate 
for Pennsylvania governor in next year’s election. 
Dr. Oz’s response to Dr. Fauci’s faults should be 
an asset for his candidacy.

***********
Governor Charlie Baker’s decision not to 

seek re-election will bring many candidates — 
Republications and Democrats — seeking the 
governorship. Some well-known and new candi-
dates will rival.

Born in the seventh century 
of royal blood, Egwin was a 
descendant of Mercian kings. 
He may possibly have been a 
nephew of King Ethelred. Egwin 
entered a monastery, and was 
eventually enthusiastically 
received by royalty, clergy, and 
the people as the Bishop of 
Worcester, England. As bishop, 
he was known as a protector 
of orphans and the widowed 
and a fair judge. Some clergy 
complained that he was too 
strict with them. A group of 
them, with the support of the 
king, made an offi cial complaint 
against him.

Egwin travelled to Rome 
to present his case to Pope 
Constantine. According to 
legend, he put a pair of shackles 
on his legs and threw the key 
into a river before he began his 
journey to Rome. On the sea 

 Saint Egwin
by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

crossing a fi sh was caught — 
and when it was cut open, it 
was found to be carrying the 
key to his shackles. He accepted 
this as an expression of the 
Will of heaven and removed the 
shackles. According to another 
version of the legend, the fi sh 
was caught in the Tiber, after 
Egwin had appeared before 
the Pope in Rome. The Pope 
dismissed the charges against 
Egwin and he was soon restored 
to his diocese.

Upon Egwin’s return to 
England, he founded Evesham 
Abbey, which was dedicated 
to Our Lady. The site for 
the abbey was chosen at a 
place where a shepherd had 
experienced a vision of Mary. 
The Abbey became one of the 
great Benedictine houses of 
medieval England. 

Egwin undertook a second 
journey to Rome, in company 
with both Coenred and King 
Offa of Essex. St. Egwin died 
on December 30, 717 AD and 
was buried in his Abbey at 
Evesham, to which his shrine 
b rought  many  med i eva l 
pilgrims. His relics were so 
popular that, when the abbey 
church required a major 
rebuilding in 1077, they were 
taken on a highly successful 
fundraising tour of southern 
England, initiating miraculous 
cures  a t  Dover ,  Oxford , 
Winchester and elsewhere. 
The Feast of Saint Egwin is 
December 30th.

Home for the Holidays

Spinelli’s  
                                Bring the Food

Spinelli’s
10 Newbury Street

(781) 592-5552

Spinelli’s  East Boston
282 Bennington Street

East Boston 
(617) 567-1992

with a gift of food! 

RING IN THE NEW YEAR 

and Happy
Holiday Season!

Let  

Run dates: 12/03, 12/10, 12/17/2021

Vehicles are being stored at multiple Todisco 
Services, Inc. locations, and may be viewed 
by appointment only.

Signed
Todisco Services, Inc.

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Notice is hereby given by Todisco 
Services, Inc., of 171 Boston Street, 
Salem, MA pursuant to the provisions 
of Mass G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that 
they will sell the following vehicles on 
or after December 18, 2021 begin-
ning at 9:00 a.m. by public or private 
sale to satisfy their garage keepers 
lien for towing, storage, and notices 
of sale.

2006 ACURA TL 
Vin # 19UUA66256A030030

2005 MAZDA MAZDA6 
Vin # 1YVFP80C995M46019

able to call her a wonderful 
neighbor and true friend. 

Ed Cormier and his team at 
the North End Rehabilitation 
and Healthcare center and his 
team sent everyone home with 
bake and serve pies. 

Aaron Michlewitz and Lydia 
Edwards also stopped by with 
cupcakes and a turkey raffl e.

Thanks also to Laurie D’Elia 
from the Nazzaro Center for 
always being there for us, and 
Erin Miller our volunteer bingo 
caller extraordinaire. 

Much love to each and every-
one who added such joy and 
made our week so special. Run date: 12/17/2021

LEGAL NOTICE 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P6032EA

Estate of
JAMES ROBERT FARRELL

Also Known As
BOB FARRELL, J. ROBERT FARRELL, 

JAMES R. FARRELL, SR.
Date of Death: June 21, 2021

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above 
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Patricia A. Brosnahan of Somerville, MA, a 
Will has been admitted to informal probate.

The estate is being administered under 
 informal procedure by the Personal Represen-
tative under the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not  required to be 
fi led with the Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the  administration 
from the Personal Representative and can 
petition the Court in any  matter relating to the 
estate,  including  distribution of assets and 
 expenses of  administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court to institute 
 formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the Petitioner.
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On November 20, 2021, The Italian American Alliance, Amici Project, 
hosted a night to remember, four years in the making. Amici Project 
founders Ross Zagami, Tony Sesti to, James DiStefano, Domenic Amara, 
and founder of the Italian American Alliance, the late Dr. Frank Mazzaglia, 
saw their dream become reality when the Italian American Alliance (IAA) 
and Amici Project presented Uniti  in Forza “Stronger Together” realizing 
their dream of a cultural exchange between Italy and America.

Amici Project committ ee members James DiStefano, Domenic Amara, 
Jeannine Camarda, Marisa Di Pietro, Michael Colomba, Carol Rossi, 
Florence Guidara, Virginia Gardner, Ross Zagami, Domenico Susi, Marissa 
Sesti to, Lino Rullo, along with Kathy DiStefano and George Gardner, 
worked late into the night to transform the Watertown Sons of Italy Lodge 
1036 hall into a Grand Palace for the Uniti  in Forza dinner, concert event. 

Music was in the air all evening. The crowd enjoyed a command 
performance by world renowned Italian Tenor Alberto Profeta, 
accompanied by Pianist Maxim Lubarsky, Bass Guitarist Tino D’Agosti no, 
Lead Guitarist Sal Di Fusco, and drummer Guy Zagami. The Arlington High 
School Jazz Band under the directi on of Tino D’Agosti no played as dinner 
was served. Italian American Alliance member and Amici Project Executi ve Director Ross Zagami 
serenaded the crowd with an amazing renditi on of “My Way.” Speakers were Italian American 

By Virginia (Papa) Gardner IAA National Interim President, photos by Ross Scabin

Alliance President James DiStefano, Chairman Domenic Amara, Ross 
Zagami, Tony Sesti to and Consul General of Italy in Boston  Federica Sereni. 

A special thank you to Michael Colomba, owner of Brelundi Italian 
restaurant in Waltham, for providing an incredible Italian dinner and to 
the Watertown Sons of Italy Lodge 1036 for donati ng the hall.

The Amici Project was founded four years ago as a project of friendship 
with the purpose of promoting and expanding cultural programs 
between Italy and the United States. This Amici Committ ee was formed 
in cooperati on with Italy’s Consul General Frederica Sereni.

Italian American Alliance President James DiStefano said following this 
event he has received numerous calls and emails from att endees stati ng 
this was the best event they have ever att ended. The music, cuisine, and 
atmosphere were second to none. Italian American Alliance Chairman 
Dominic Amara stated: “This partnership between the Italian American 
Alliance and the Consul General of Italy in Boston was an eminently 

successful fi rst step in bringing real authenti c Italian art and music to people 
in America from all walks of life.”

The Italian American Alliance has shown the power of friendship and love 
thru the Amici Project event. Friends, Amici, look for more to come from the Italian American 
Alliance. We have just begun. 

To become a member of the Italian American Alliance contact Marisa Di Pietro at mdipietro@
ebsoc.org Follow us on Facebook. The Italian American Alliance. 

The Arlington High School Jazz Band Students enjoying the evening and dancing to the 
Tarantella

World renowned Italian Tenor Alberto Profeta, accompanied by Pianist, Maxim Lubarsky, Bass 
Guitarist, Tino D’Agosti no, Lead Guitarist, Sal Di Fusco and drummer, Guy Zagami.

World renowned Italian Tenor Alberto Profeta, Maria Pia and Gaetano Fodera, Michael 
Colomba, owner of Brelundi Italian restaurant in Waltham, Nino and Adele Indiciani

The Arlington High School Jazz Band under the directi on of Tino D’Agosti no

Standing L-R: Domenic Amara, Ross Zagami, Alberto Profeta, Consul General of Italy in 
Boston , Federica Sereni, James DiStefano, Tony Sesti to, Marissa Sesti to, Virginia Gardner, 
Lino Rullo. Seated L-R Carol Rossi, Jeannine Camarda, Marisa Di Pietro and Florence Guidara

Florence Guidara, Marisa Di Pietro, Brenda Buonanno, Order Sons and Daughters of Italy 
in America  President Denise Furnari and Consul General of Italy in Boston Federica Sereni

World renowned Italian Tenor 
Alberto Profeta

The Italian American Alliance AMICI Project
Uniti in Forza “Stronger Together”
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The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS
of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

by Sal Giarratani

THE STAND 2-PACK / 
(4-Blu-ray) CBS Home Ent. + 

Paramount Home Ent.
Based on Stephen King’s 

best-selling novel, The Stand 
is Stephen King’s apocalyptic 
vision of a world decimated 
by plague and embroiled in 
an elemental struggle between 
good and evil. The fate of man-
kind rests on the frail shoulders 
of the 108-year-old Mother 
Abagail (played by Ruby Dee 
in the 1994 miniseries and 
by Whoopi Goldberg in 2020 
adaptation) and a handful of 
survivors who navigate through 
life post-pandemic. Their worst 
nightmares are embodied in a 
man with a lethal smile and 
unspeakable powers: Randall 
Flagg (Alexander Skarsgård) 
the evil “Dark Man,” tries to 
construct a new civilization 
based on destruction, power, 
and torture. Included in this 
4-disc Blu-ray set is the original 
Emmy Award® winning 1994 
miniseries as well as the 2020 
Adaptation.

BEAVIS AND BUTT-HEAD 
DO AMERICA (Blu-ray) / 
Paramount Home Ent.

Beavis and Butt-head cel-
ebrate the 25th anniversary 
of the film that changed the 
landscape of American cinema 
and forever altered the course 
of human history with Beavis 
and Butt-head Do America. The 
intrepid adolescent heroes wake 
up to fi nd their beloved televi-
sion stolen, they embark on an 
epic journey across America to 
recover it, and perhaps score 
with some chicks. On their way 
they encounter a murderous 
smuggler and his treacherous 
wife, an FBI agent with a pre-
dilection for cavity searches, 
a couple of rather familiar-
looking roadies, a little old lady, 
Mr. Anderson (and his trailer), 
and Mr. Van Dreesen singing. 
An insanely epic, big-screen box 
offi ce hit, now on Blu-ray.

HAROLD AND MAUDE
(2-Blu-ray) /

Paramount Home Ent.
Director Hal Ashby’s coming-

of-age comedy, Harold and 
Maude written by Colin Higgins, 
celebrates 50 years in this 
beautifully restored Blu-ray 
release. Harold (Bud Cort) is 
a death-obsessed teen who 
falls for Maude (Ruth Gordon), 
a happy-go-lucky, eccentric 
79-year-old. To a lilting Yusuf/
Cat Stevens soundtrack, Maude 
teaches Harold a valuable les-
son about making the most of 
his time on Earth. The incred-
ible soundtrack, was composed 
and performed by Yusuf/Cat 
Stevens and completely remixed 
to add clarity and depth.

RICK AND MORTY:
SEASON 5 (Blu-ray) /

Warner Bros. Home Ent. + 
Adult Swim

Rick and Morty is the multi-
Emmy® Award winning half-
hour comedy series that airs 
on Adult Swim. The half-hour 
animated Adult Swim hit com-
edy series follows a sociopathic 
genius scientist who drags 
his inherently timid grand-
son on insanely dangerous 
adventures across the uni-
verse. Rick Sanchez is living 
with his daughter Beth’s family 
and constantly bringing her, 
his son-in-law Jerry, grand-
daughter Summer, and grand-
son Morty into intergalactic 

escapades. Rick and Morty has 
become a multi-platform sen-
sation not just on television, 
but across digital, gaming, 
live streaming, retail, and fan 
experiences.

TWO FROM SERGEI 
EISENSTEIN: OCTOBER & 

ALEXANDER NEVSKY (DVD) / 
Corinth Films

Produced to commemorate 
the 10-year anniversary of the 
Russian Revolution, October 
quickly became another of Sergei 
Eisenstein’s experiments in fi lm 
form. Eisenstein uses explosive 
montage to create the spirit of 
revolution — in this case, the 
events in St. Petersburg during 
the months leading up to the 
Bolshevik revolt. The hero of 
the fi lm, as Eisenstein saw it, 
is the proletariat. Its triumph, 
its victory, is the Revolution, 
and Eisenstein’s insistence on 
speaking the language of pure 
film shoves his mad rush of 
images straight into the viewer’s 
mind in an unforgettable way.

After October, Eisenstein 
changed his cinematic approach, 
turning instead to historical 
sources, contradictory audiovi-
suals, and theatrical sets for his 
grandiose yet subversive sound-
era work. Alexander Nevsky, 
Eisenstein’s landmark tale of 
Russia thwarting the German 
invasion of the 13th century, was 
wildly popular and quite inten-
tional, given the prevailing Nazi 
geopolitical advancement and 
destruction at the time. The last 
free city in Russia, Novgorod, 
calls Prince Aleksandr Nevsky, 
who had defeated the Swedish 
in a previous battle, to defend 
the city.  

THE ADDAMS FAMILY
(Blu-ray) /

Paramount Home Ent.
It’s the big screen debut of 

everyone’s favorite frightening 
family, as the beloved clas-
sic The Addams Family cel-
ebrates its 30th Anniversary. 
Packed with plenty of treats, 
tricks and turns, this remas-
tered edition features director 
Barry Sonnenfeld’s extended 
Mamushka dance sequence, 
which expands the memo-
rable dance number, as well 
as the original theatrical cut, 
and an assortment of fun spe-
cial features. The tale begins 
when long-lost Uncle Fester 
(Christopher Lloyd) reappears 
after 25 years in the Bermuda 
Triangle. Gomez (Raul Julia) 
and Morticia (Anjelica Huston) 
plan a celebration to wake 
the dead, but Wednesday, 
(Christina Ricci) barely has 
time to warm up her electric 
chair before Thing points out 
Fester’s uncommonly “normal” 
behavior. Could this Fester be a 
fake, and part of an evil scheme 
to raid the Addams fortune?

DARK BLOOD (Blu-ray) / 
Filmrise

Misael (John Leguizamo) 
is imprisoned, waiting to be 
sentenced for a revenge crime 
against the man who killed his 
child. During his confi nement, 
he must adapt to a new life of 
abuse, including injury and 
humiliation by the guards and 
other prisoners. His former 
life starts to become a distant 
memory as he appears to be 
forgotten by his loved ones. 
Misael, lonely and abandoned, 
fi nds affection and tenderness 
in Sarna, the dog of the prison.

BLACKHAWK SANTA
RETURNS TO NORTH END
Commercial Street in the 

North End was the place to 
be on Sunday, December 12th, 
children and adults packed the 
ballfi eld awaiting the arrival of 
Santa Claus fl ying into town in 
a new helicopter. After safely 
landing, he joined in the annual 
Christmas Parade around the 
entire neighborhood. I will be 
calling him RedHawk Santa 
from now on.

I’VE GROWN A
POST-COVID BEARD

Since December 1st, I have 
been growing a beard to keep 
occupied. You see, I recently 
tested positive for COVID even 
though I and 12 family members 
gathered for Thanksgiving dinner 
had all been vaccinated. Nine of 
us ended up getting infected 
by the virus. The good news 
is we all had mild symptoms, 
most likely due to having 
been vaccinated. My symptoms 
were aches, pains, and nothing 
more.

The worst part of it all was 
going into solitary confi nement 
for 10 days. I started growing a 
beard just to have something 
to do. How long I keep it is any-
one’s guess. The last time I had 
facial hair it was about 1970 
in college, and like my hair, 
my beard was almost black. 

I looked like a cross between 
St. Peter and Rasputin. Now-
adays, I look like Colonel 
Sanders from KFC. 

I showed it off at the Harvest 
on V ine  Food Pantry  in 
Charlestown last week when I 
was sprung from my cellblock 
and re-entered the world again. 
A friend of mine from Eastie 
who has been volunteering 
there, Tania Del Rio, decided to 
take a selfi e with me showing 
my new beard.

Tell me what you think of it. 
Decide if it stays or should it go 
as that old song goes.

ALLEN J. JARASITIS, RIP
I lived in Charlestown many 

years in the late ’60s, ’70s, 
and into the ’80s, and became 
friends with many Townies 

activists back when all of us 
were so much younger than 
today. Recently, I saw the obit 
for Allen J. Jarasitis. I remem-
ber when he had his law offi ce 
on Main Street for years under 
the Main Street El. He was 
appointed a judge (Associate 
Justice, Mass Trial Court), 
too. He died unexpectedly at 
age 82 on December 9th. He 
will be missed by his family 
and his many friends. He was 
Townie Strong and Townie 
Proud. His funeral was held this 
past Wednesday at St. Mary’s 
Church.

KUHNER SHOW
SHOULDN’T BE JUST AN 

ECHO CHAMBER
A recent caller to the Jeff 

Kuhner show wanted to know if 
Jeff Kuhner could give  his fans 
a Christmas present by putting 
a pause on Moonbat Democrats 
who like calling in from time 
to time, especially “Bill from 
Sudbury.” 

Jeff thought he might let 
listeners decide that question 
through a radio poll, but Sandy, 
the show’s producer, reportedly 
nixed that idea not wanting the 
radio show to become simply an 
echo chamber.

On this, I agree with Sandy. 
The show is better when critics 
of the show call in to debate 
Kuhnerman. 

Sal Giarratani and Tania Del 
Rio    (Photo by Tania Del Rio)

Run date: 12/17/2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P6234EA

Estate of
MARY L. DESORCY

Also Known As
MARY DESORCY

Date of Death: October 06, 2021

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 
 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 

Appointment of Personal Representa-
tive Elizabeth A. Cullen of  
Watertown, MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that Elizabeth A. 
Cullen of Watertown, MA be  appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  

 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
January 07, 2022.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
 

appearance and objection if you object to  
 

written appearance and objection followed 

(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-

or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are  entitled to  notice 
regarding the  administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any  matter relating to the 
estate,  including  the distribution of assets 
and  expenses of  administration.

Witness, HON. MAUREEN H. MONKS, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: December 10, 2021

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P6345GD

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED 

PERSON PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304  

In the matter of
DONALD W. GRESHAM

of Bedford, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person

LEGAL NOTICE 

To the named Respondent and all other 

by Nancy E. Gresham of Concord, MA 
in the above captioned matter alleging that 
Donald W. Gresham is in need of a Guardian 
and requesting that Nancy E. Gresham of 
Concord, MA (or some other suitable person) 
be appointed as Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to determine 
that the Respondent is incapacitated, that the 
appointment of a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian is appropriate. The 

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding

court on or before 10:00 A.M. on the return date 
of January 10, 2022. This day is NOT a hearing 

by the return date, action may be taken in this 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may limit 

or completely take away the above-named 
person’s right to make decisions about 

The above-named person has the right to ask 
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this  request 
on behalf of the above-named  person. If the 
above-named person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State expense.

Witness, HON. MAUREEN H. MONKS,
First Justice of this Court.

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Run date: 12/17/2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P6284EA

Estate of
NEAL DECLAN O’BRIEN

Also Known As
NEAL D. O’BRIEN

Date of Death: November 16, 2021

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 
 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of Intes-

tacy and Appointment of Personal Represen-
tative Margaret A. Hoag of  
Acton, MA requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that Margaret A. 
Hoag of Acton, MA be  appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  

 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
January 17, 2022.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
 

appearance and objection if you object to  
 

written appearance and objection followed 

(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-

or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are  entitled to  notice 
regarding the  administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any  matter relating to the 
estate,  including  the distribution of assets 
and  expenses of  administration.

Witness, HON. MAUREEN H. MONKS, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: December 15, 2021

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
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In many Italian-American homes, the celebration that takes 
place the night before Christmas is called “The Feast of the Seven 
Fishes.” While abstinence from meat was observed, in my Sicilian 
family, that name was always frowned upon. Christmas Eve or 
La Vigilia (the vigil), as my mother called it, was the most sacred 
and celebrated of all of our holidays. The preparations preceding 
this evening, took place for days on end, and the foods, desserts 
and drinks, were more than plentiful. Served buffet style, we’d 
have breads, cheeses, antipasto and snail salad. Seafood dishes 
of clams, shrimp, calamari and smelts and of course, desserts, 
cookies, and pastries, and even a side table for wine and drinks. 
Our family gathered on this magical evening to eat, drink, exchange 
gifts, and then off to midnight mass we went. This was a night 
where lifelong memories were made!

When I think of La Vigilia, I picture my Nonna in her Christmas 
apron cleaning the squid for the pasta sauce she made only for 
this special night. Or my mom, who’d be frying shrimp; I honestly 
can’t think of anyone that loved this holiday more than she did. 
The air was fi lled with love and the food was incredible. When it 
came time for dessert, everyone was usually so full that they didn’t 
touch any of it. The only exception to this was, my “Zia Paulette’s 
Pineapple Lime Jell-O Mold”. I waited every year for this; it was 
the perfect ending to this amazing feast! Many Christmas Eve’s 
ago, I asked my Zia Paulette for her recipe. When she gave it to 
me, I wrote it down on one of her red cocktail napkins. Ironically, 
I still have the napkin with the recipe written on it. This light and 
fl uffy dessert is fl avored with hints of lime, pineapple, and nuts. 
It’s easy to make, delicious to eat, and it looks absolutely beautiful 
on a holiday dessert table. La Vigilia symbolizes what has always 
meant the most to my family, as well as myself; family, our Sicilian 
heritage; religious values, food, and of course, love. I hope you and 
your loved ones enjoy my “Zia Paulette’s Pineapple Lime Jell-O 
Mold” as much as our family always did. Buon Natale Con Amore!

ZIA PAULETTE’S
PINEAPPLE LIME JELL-O MOLD

1 3-ounce package lime jell-o
1 cup boiling water
1-pint good quality vanilla ice 

cream

Lightly grease or spray a jell-o mold, set aside.
Place jell-o in a large heat proof bowl, add the boiling water and 

whisk together well. Immediately add the vanilla ice cream and stir 
until melted. Add the crushed pineapple, mix well. Finally, add the 
nuts and mix until all ingredients are combined. Pour into prepared 
jell-o mold and refrigerate until set. Serve and refrigerate leftovers.

Marianna Bisignano is a psychologist for the Boston Public 
Schools and can be reached at nonnasrecipebox@gmail.com

1 8 ounce can crushed 
pineapple, drained well

¾ cup chopped walnuts (the 
recipe calls for 1 cup, I use less)

by

Marianna

Bisignano

 When I was a kid, I belonged 
to the Trinity Neighborhood 
House, a settlement house 
located at 406 Meridian Street 
in the Eagle Hill Section of East 
Boston. The house was built in 
1847 for a local businessman 
named Noah Sturtevant. In 
1917, it became the Trinity 
House, a recreation facility 
and day nursery for locals 
established by the Trinity 
Church in Copley Square, 
a member of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Massachusetts. In 
1966, it merged with the East 
Boston Social Center and has 
been rehabbed to provide elderly 
housing for neighborhood folks, 
but is registered as a landmark, 
which means that changes to 
the outside of the building are 
prohibited.

The Trinity House was within 
walking distance of Eutaw 
Street where we lived and I 
joined the settlement house 
to learn model making (model 
planes, that is) and how to 
play basketball. At one point, 
I even learned how to box and 
ballroom dance, but this was 
years later. They even had a 
Cub Scout troop in operation 
at the center, and I joined for 
a short time, but I had to quit 
when they told us that we would 
have to attend a particular 
Protestant Church that was an 
affi liate. I wound up joining the 
Cub Scouts at the Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church, our parish. 
Things were that restrictive in 
those days.

Well, it was 1949, and I 
was making model planes one 
evening a week and playing 
basketball on another and 
learning to box on another. When 
I fi rst started, a man named 
Mr. Dudley was the director. 
He was replaced by a local, J.J. 
Dana, and after a basketball 
game one night, he informed 
the teams that the Trinity 
House was having a children’s 

Christmas party and we were 
invited to attend with our folks, 
if they could make it. I told my 
mother and grandparents about 
the party when I got home, but 
the date and time confl icted. 
Nanna and my mother would 
be preparing for the Christmas 
Eve and Christmas day dinners, 
and Dad would be playing with 
the band he was with, back 
then. The only one left was 
Babbononno.

I asked my grandfather to 
bring me to the party and he 
accepted. When I gave him the 
date and time, he cancelled out 
a trip to whatever social club he 
frequented on that night and 
we were set to go. On the night 
of the party, Babbononno was 
dressed in a suit, shirt and tie. 
He always had to look the part 
which included a spit-shine on 
his shoes. He supervised my 
dressing capabilities and helped 
me tie a necktie, fearing that I 
couldn’t make a four-in-hand 
knot. Once he was satisfi ed with 
the way I looked, we headed to 
Meridian Street and the Trinity 
House.

When we arrived, we were 
greeted by Ms. Orr, one of the 
directors and Edith DeAngelis, 
her assistant. (Years later, the 
late Dr. Edith DeAngelis would 
become an advocate for all 
things East Boston, but that’s 
a story for another day.) Once 
inside, there was entertainment 
and music for us kids, and 
later, soda and cake. After 
the treats were consumed, we 
all sat down and the Gospel 
According to St. Luke was 
recited by Ms. Orr as she held 
a Bible in front of the guests 
describing the birth of Jesus. 
After, we might hear The Night 
Before Christmas, written by 
Clement Clarke Moore, or Yes, 
Virginia, There is a Santa Claus, 
written by Francis P. Church 
When the evening would come 
to an end, there was a little gift 
for each of us that was handed 
out by Ms. Orr as we exited the 
building. Babbononno had a 
sweet tooth and the cake and 
soda was always to his liking. 
With him satisfi ed, I knew that 
there would be no complaints 
once we got home.

Around the same time, the 
Scout Master at the Sacred 
Heart Church would hold a 
Christmas party for the kids 
in the Cub Scouts. His name 
was Bill McGonagle, and his 
wife, Mary Jane, was our den 
mother. I would attend the 
general party at the church and 
on another afternoon, a party 
at the McGonagle house which 
was on Saratoga Street, a few 
blocks away from the Sacred 
Heart.

Back then, Christmas time 
was a busy period for the men 
in my family. Dad was playing 
at Santa’s Village in the Jordan 
Marsh Department Store during 
the afternoons and several 
parties in the evenings up to 
December the 24th. Neither 
he nor my uncles worked on 
Christmas Eve. They all had 
morning jobs on Christmas 
morning. Uncle Nick played 
a Christmas party for the 
kids at the Fernald School in 

Waltham. They were all special 
needs, and to him, this was give 
back. I don’t remember where 
Uncle Paul played but he had 
something every Christmas 
morning, as well. For years, Dad 
played a Christmas morning 
party aboard the U.S.S. Vulcan, 
an aircraft repair ship that 
was based in Boston. Much 
of the crew was composed of 
Bostonians and they and their 
families attended a Christmas 
morning party aboard the 
ship with good food, good 
entertainment and a visit from 
Santa for the children of the 
men who manned the ship.

I often attended the morning 
party with my father and loved 
the idea of being on a war ship 
with the kids of the sailors who 
manned the vessel.

Later in life, beginning when 
I was about 18 or 19, I followed 
suit. I was in college at the time 
and often attended class in a 
tuxedo, carrying my bass violin 
under one arm and books under 
the other. I wasn’t afraid of the 
bass being stolen if I left it in 
my car all morning, but was 
always worried about the wood 
cracking in the cold and the 
strings going out of tune due to 
the temperature outside the car. 

When I began playing for 
the Ken Reeves Orchestra, we 
often had several afternoon 
parties to play, one after 
another. Most businesses would 
have parties in their offi ces for 
a couple of hours. This was at a 
time before DJs were invented. 
Everything was live music. 
On a given afternoon, I might 
play a party from 3:00 to 5:00 
and rush to another location 
and play a second party from 
5:30 to 7:30. I would then have 
a half hour to rush to where 
ever I was playing that night 
and entertain at another party 
or maybe two, if they could be 
squeezed in together without 
overlapping. 

If we had jobs to play on 
the 24th, Dad, my uncles and 
I would make sure that they 
ended before it was time to 
head home and the Christmas 
Eve fi shes that my mother and 
Nanna would prepare. If there 
were jobs that were booked 
for Christmas Eve, everyone 
in the family would have a 
backup musician who was 
Jewish to cover them. They 
had agreements with Jewish 
musicians and Dad and my 
uncles would cover for them 
on Jewish holidays when work 
interfered with their religious 
practices. 

Things worked out well. 
Back then, a good part of 
Boston’s Musicians’ Union was 
a combination of Italian and 
Jewish musicians. More often 
than naught,  during the rest of 
the year, they worked together 
and helped each other out at 
holiday time. 

Those days are long gone. 
The money I made paid for my 
college tuition, and then some. 
Beyond this, I had fun. Looking 
back at the first part of the 
story, I guess I’ve had fun all of 
my life … no complaints, and 
its now two generations later. 

GOD BLESS AMERICARun date: 12/17/2021

LEGAL NOTICE 
 Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P6212EA

Estate of
DAVID MICHAEL IRZA

Also Known As
DAVID M. IRZA

Date of Death: November 09, 2021
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above 
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner  
Stephen T. Irza of Concord, MA, a Will has 
been admitted to informal probate.

Stephen T. Irza of Concord, MA has been 
informally appointed as the Personal Repre-
sentative of the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being administered under 
 informal procedure by the Personal Represen-
tative under the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not  required to be 

entitled to notice regarding the  administration 
from the Personal Representative and can 
petition the Court in any  matter relating to the 
estate,  including  distribution of assets and 
 expenses of  administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court to institute 
 formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

On Sale Now!

THE NORTH END
Where It All Began

The Way It Was
by Fred Langone

SALE PRICE
$19.95

Plus Shipping & Handling

On Site at

The Post-Gazette

5 Prince Street, North End, Boston, MA
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The Rosie Ruiz Marathon Flim-Flam

THOUGHTS 
by DAN

About
This & That

with Daniel A. DiCenso 

On April 21, 1980 Rosie Ruiz 
was crowned female winner of 
the 84th Boston Marathon with 
a record breaking time of just 
under two hours and thirty-two 
minutes, cutting her own fi nish-
ing time for the New York City 
Marathon the previous year by 
twenty-fi ve minutes. And that 
time qualifi ed her for the Boston 
Marathon.

However, almost from the 
start, things weren’t looking 
right. For one thing she demon-
strated an ignorance of jargon 
familiar to most runners, nor 
of the Wellesley College stu-
dents who were out cheering 
the women runners on and she 
arrived at the fi nish line without 
the sweat or heart palpitations 
expected from a marathon par-
ticipant, especially one complet-
ing the race in such a record 
time. 

Ruiz accounted for the latter 
observations simply by stating, 
“I got up with a lot of energy this 
morning.” But what she could 
not explain was why no other 
runner could recall seeing her 
at the race, not even the ulti-
mate fi rst-place or second place 
winners Jacqueline Gareau and 

Pati Lyons respectively. Neither 
could she be seen in any video 
footage of the event. 

Two witnesses who did see 
her were two Harvard students 
who later recalled her emerging 
from a crowd of spectators on 
Commonwealth Ave about half 
a mile from the fi nish line.

Meanwhile, New York was 
conducting its own investiga-
tion and, after interviewing 
witnesses and accounting for 
her timing, Ruiz was disquali-
fi ed retroactively from the New 
York City Marathon. Because 
that event qualifi ed her for the 
Boston Marathon she was by 
extension retroactively disquali-
fi ed. However, Boston Athletic 
Association conducted its own 
investigation into the matter 
and also concluded to disqualify 
Rosie Ruiz from the Boston 
Marathon, Gareau was then 
recognized as the first place 
winner. 

Ruiz left New York soon after 
and ran into legal problems 
involving embezzlement and 
drug dealing but she always 
maintained that she ran the 
entire course of the Boston 
Marathon. 

His wokeness apparently goes 
back to at least 2014, when he 
ended up at a BLM protest in 
Richmond, CA getting photo-
graphed holding a BLM Placard. 

Does Climate Change
Cause Mega-Tornados?

If you listened to Biden talk of 
that killer tornado that devas-
tated a large swart of real estate 
across several states such as 
Illinois, Missouri, Mississippi, 
Tennessee, Arkansas and 
Kentucky, climate change may 
have been a big factor in the 
event’s deadliness. The death 
toll continues to rise as rescu-
ers fi nd more bodies and are 
still looking for more possible 
survivors. 

Several Biden offi cials have 
been talking with media types 
alluding to climate and pushing 
the Build Back Better Bill up on 
Capitol Hill as if increased gov-
ernment spending can prevent 
future tornados, Why, many 
Americans ask, are political 
types turning this natural disas-
ter into a political opportunity? 

Wallace Jumps Fox Ship 
For CNN

Chris Wallace is leaving the 
Fox News Channel for a new 
streaming service on CNN. 
After 18 years he has ended 
his FOX News Sunday. He told 
his viewers he was ready for a 
new adventure and hoped folks 
would check it out. Wallace, 
now 74, is the son of legendary 
CBS reporter Mike Wallace who 
hailed from Brookline, MA.

Things Are Crazy
In Texas, Too

Recently, down in Baytown, 
Texas, folks were attending a 
candlelight vigil for someone 
murdered in town. During the 
vigil, a gunman showed up and 
starting shooting, one dead, 13 
wounded.
Remembering Frank Sinatra

The legendary “Old Blue 
Eyes” Frank Sinatra just had 

another birthday on Sunday, 
December 12th. It would have 
been his 106th birthday and in 
honor of this important anni-
versary, a statue in his honor 
was unveiled at Sinatra Park in 
his hometown of Hoboken, NJ.

End Quote
“I would like to sit down with 

the president and have a con-
versation with him and tell him 
the facts of what happened (at 
the Kenosha riots in the sum-
mer of 2020).”

— Kyle Rittenhouse
I say, just go away Kyle and 

stay out of trouble. Nobody 
cares what you think.

• News Briefs (Continued from Page 1)

Run date: 12/17/2021

LEGAL NOTICE 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P6148EA

Estate of
PHYLLIS A. McCARTHY

Date of Death: September 25, 2021
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above 
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Marilyn J. Salvas of Watertown, MA, Petitioner 
Kevin J. McCarthy of Hamden, CT, a Will has 
been admitted to informal probate.

Marilyn J. Salvas of Watertown, MA, 
Kevin J. McCarthy of Hamden, CT has been 
informally appointed as the Personal Repre-
sentative of the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being administered under 
 informal procedure by the Personal Represen-
tative under the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not  required to be 
fi led with the Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the  administration 
from the Personal Representative and can 
petition the Court in any  matter relating to the 
estate,  including  distribution of assets and 
 expenses of  administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court to institute 
 formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

Dress up your holiday meals 
with a centerpiece crafted from 
greens, colorful stems and seed 
heads collected from your gar-
den. Or purchase fresh materi-
als you need from your favorite 
garden center or fl orist.

Most gardeners spend some 
time gathering a few blossoms 
and creating a bouquet or 
arrangement for their summer 
gatherings. Don’t let winter 
stop you from crafting a festive 
centerpiece from materials col-
lected from your gardens this 
time of year.

Start by gathering some 
greens. The fan-like sprays of 
arborvitae, blue-green sprigs 
of juniper as well as branches 
of yews, boxwood, pines and 
spruces can provide all the 
greenery you need. 

Now look for items with inter-
esting color or shape. Red and 
yellow twig dogwoods and paper 
bark birch add festive color to 
any arrangement. The interest-
ing shapes of curly willow, con-
torted fi lbert and fantail willow 
provide intriguing form.

Next gather cones, berries, 
and fruits. Look for orange and 
red rose hips, blue berry-like 
cones of junipers, sweet gum 
seedpods, and alder’s cone-like 
fruit. Gather a few evergreen 
cones to include in or around 
your arrangement.

Look for potential adorn-
ments that are lingering in the 
perennial garden. Conefl ower, 
rudbeckia, and allium seed 
heads can add a bit of structure 
to your arrangement. Gather 
a few milkweed, balloon plant 
and lotus pods. And don’t 
worry, your milkweed plants 
will return for next year’s vis-
iting monarchs. Honor their 
natural color or add a bit of 
bling with some gold, silver, or 
red paint.

Include a few shiny orna-
ments as needed. Glittered 
stems, ribbons and candles 
can add festive color to nature’s 
beauty in your centerpiece.

Visit your favorite fl orist or 
craft store for needed supplies.  
Pick up some floral foam to 
secure the stems.  Cut it to 
shape to fi t the size and shape 
of the container.

Moisten the foam before 
inserting fresh greens and cut 
fl owers. Set the block of foam 
on top of a basin of water and 
let it sink. This allows all the air 
spaces to fi ll with water, ensur-
ing your flowers and greens 

Do-it-Yourself Holiday Centerpiece
by Melinda Myers

It is possible to create a festive holiday centerpiece crafted 
from materials found in winter gardens.

(Photo credit: MelindaMyers.com)

have the water they need. Use 
high density foam when work-
ing with evergreen boughs and 
branches.

No need to moisten the foam 
when using dried and artifi-
cial material. This material 
makes it easier to create your 
arrangement.

Consider purchasing a few 
seasonal fl owers for added color 
for your special event. These 
can be placed directly in the 
fl oral foam or water fi lled fl orist 
tubes set in the arrangement. 
Simply remove faded flowers 
and replace as needed. 

Or use miniature poinsettias, 
kalanchoes and cyclamen for 
longer lasting living color. Tuck 
them in the bed of greens or use 
them to decorate each place 

setting. Check the soil moisture 
frequently as the small pots dry 
out quickly.

The possibilities are endless, 
and the results are sure to 
brighten your spirits no matter 
how you are safely celebrating 
this holiday season.

Melinda Myers is the author 
of more than 20 gardening 
books, including Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The Great 
Courses How to Grow Anything 
DVD series and the nationally-
syndicated Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio program. 
Myers is a columnist and con-
tributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine and her web 
site is: www.MelindaMyers.
com.

Run dates: 12/17, 12/24, 12/31/2021

Vehicles are being stored at multiple Todisco 
Services, Inc. locations, and may be viewed 
by appointment only.

Signed
Todisco Services, Inc.

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Notice is hereby given by Todisco 
Services, Inc., of 171 Boston Street, 
Salem, MA pursuant to the provisions 
of Mass G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that 
they will sell the following vehicles on 
or after January 03, 2022 beginning 
at 9:00 a.m. by public or private sale 
to satisfy their garage keepers lien for 
towing, storage, and notices of sale.

2009 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin # 1HGCP26899A141739

2006 ACURA MDX 
Vin # 2HNYD18606H545720

2010 NISSAN ALTIMA 
Vin # 1N4AL2AP8AN473173

2014 TOYOTA CAMRY 
Vin # 4T1BF1FK0EU787971

1998 HONDA CIVIC 
Vin # 1HGEJ6674WL016219

2010 HONDA ELEMENT 
Vin # 5J6YH2H37AL004448

Fill out coupon below and mail with payment to:
Post-Gazette, PO Box 130135, Boston, MA 02113

I would like to send a one year Gift Subscription of the Boston Post-Gazette
to the following person(s). I have enclosed $35 per subscription.

Leave the

With a Gift Subscription to the
Post-Gazette, your generosity will be 
remembered every week of the year.

We’ll send the recipient 
an announcement of your 

gift. Their subscription will 
begin with the current issue 
and continue for one year.

Recipient Name _____________________

Address ___________________________

City ______________________________

State ____________ Zip ______________

Phone ____________________________

Giver Name ________________________

Address ___________________________

City ______________________________

State ____________ Zip ______________

Phone ____________________________

DELIVERY
to Us!

For information on placing a Legal Notice in the Post-Gazette
please call (617) 227-8929;

or mail notice to:
POST-GAZETTE

P.O. BOX 135, BOSTON, MA 02113
Attn: Legal Notices

ATTENTION ATTORNEYS

The POST-GAZETTE
newspaper is a paper of general circulation.

We are qualifi ed to accept legal notices
from any court in each town that we serve.

LEGAL NOTICES
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Run dates: 12/10, 12/17, 12/24/2021

Vehicles are being stored at multiple Todisco 
Services, Inc. locations, and may be viewed 
by appointment only.

Signed
Todisco Services, Inc.

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Notice is hereby given by Todisco 
Services, Inc., of 171 Boston Street, 
Salem, MA pursuant to the provisions 
of Mass G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that 
they will sell the following vehicles on 
or after December 27, 2021 begin-
ning at 9:00 a.m. by public or private 
sale to satisfy their garage keepers 
lien for towing, storage, and notices 
of sale.

2016 NISSAN ROGUE
Vin # KNMAT2MV9GP609344

Run date: 12/17/2021

LEGAL NOTICE 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P5712EA

Estate of
MARY THERESE McKINNON

Also Known As
MARY T. McKINNON

Date of Death: September 04, 2021
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above 
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Deobrah J. Gass of Wilmington, MA, a Will 
has been admitted to informal probate.

Deobrah J. Gass of Wilmington, MA has 
been informally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under 
 informal procedure by the Personal Represen-
tative under the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not  required to be 
fi led with the Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the  administration 
from the Personal Representative and can 
petition the Court in any  matter relating to the 
estate,  including  distribution of assets and 
 expenses of  administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court to institute 
 formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

Run date: 12/17/2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P6281EA

Estate of
DOREEN R. ZARBA

Date of Death: August 17, 2021

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 
 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 

Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been fi led by Hon. Robert Langlois (ret.) 
of Wellesley, MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that Hon. Robert 
Langlois (ret.) of Wellesley, MA be  appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must fi le a
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
January 06, 2022.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must fi le a written 
appearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to fi le a timely 
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affi davit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to fi le an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are  entitled to  notice 
regarding the  administration directly from 
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any  matter relating to the 
estate,  including  the distribution of assets 
and  expenses of  administration.

Witness, HON. MAUREEN H. MONKS,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: December 09, 2021

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Run date: 12/17/2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI18P1578EA

Estate of
DOROTHY SIMMONS GIBSON

Also Known As
DOROTHY S. GIBSON

Date of Death: July 16, 2017

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 
 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Late and Limited  Formal 

Testacy and/or Appointment has been fi led 
by Andrew M. Marrochello of  Wynantskill, 
NY requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that Andrew M. 
Marrochello of Wynantskill, NY be  appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must fi le a
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
December 27, 2021.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must fi le a written 
appearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to fi le a timely 
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affi davit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to fi le an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are  entitled to  notice 
regarding the  administration directly from 
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any  matter relating to the 
estate,  including  the distribution of assets 
and  expenses of  administration.

Witness, HON. MAUREEN H. MONKS,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: November 29, 2021

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 12/17/2021

LEGAL NOTICE 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

Lowell Justice Center
370 Jackson Street, 5th Floor

Lowell, MA 01852
(978) 656-7700

Docket No. MI20P1037EA
Estate of

JOHN JOSEPH HAYES, JR.
Also Known As

JOHN J. HAYES, JR.;
JOHN J. HAYES

Date of Death: August 11, 2021
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above 
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner 
 Megan L. Carlson of Upton, MA, a Will has 
been admitted to informal probate.

 Megan L. Carlson of Upton, MA, has been 
 informally  appointed as the Personal Repre-
sentative of the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being administered under 
 informal procedure by the Personal Represen-
tative under the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not  required to be 
fi led with the Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the  administration 
from the Personal Representative and can 
petition the Court in any  matter relating to the 
estate,  including  distribution of assets and 
 expenses of  administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court to institute 
 formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

Run date: 12/17/2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P5916EA

Estate of
ELAYNE P. LEE

Date of Death: July 19, 2021

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 
 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 

 Intestacy and Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been fi led by William Chi 
of  Framingham, MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that William Chi 
of  Framingham, MA be  appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must fi le a
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
January 07, 2022.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must fi le a written 
appearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to fi le a timely 
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affi davit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to fi le an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are  entitled to  notice 
regarding the  administration directly from 
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any  matter relating to the 
estate,  including  the distribution of assets 
and  expenses of  administration.

Witness, HON. MAUREEN H. MONKS,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: December 10, 2021

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 12/17/2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21C1180CA

In the Matter of 
SHEENA ANN FREMAULT

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been fi led by Sheena Ann Fremault of 
 Waltham, MA requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name to Sheena Ann 
Fremault Macedo.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
 appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
 Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of December 27, 2021. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must fi le a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 

Witness, HON. MAUREEN H. MONKS,
First Justice of this Court 

Date: December 08, 2021
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Run date: 12/17/2021

To all persons interested in the above cap-
tioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner Vilma R. 
Berarducci of Quincy, MA, a Will has been 
admitted to informal probate.

Vilma R. Berarducci of Quincy, MA has 
been informally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under 
 informal procedure by the Personal Representa-
tive under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not  required to be fi led with 
the Court, but interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the  administration from 
the Personal Representative and can petition 
the Court in any  matter relating to the estate, 
 including  distribution of assets and  expenses of 
 administration. Interested parties are entitled to 
petition the Court to institute  formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal procedure. A copy 
of the Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Suffolk Division

Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street

Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

Docket No. SU21P2199EA
Estate of

ERMADA M. BERARDUCCI
Also Known As

EMMA BERARDUCCI
Date of Death: April 02, 2021

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE EXTRA Innings
by Sal Giarratani

Recently, a number of base-
ball players from the ’50s, ’60s, 
and ’70s fi nally were elected to 
Baseball’s Hall of Fame by the 
golden age committee. They 
were all sadly overlooked by the 
baseball writers, but thankfully 
will now be inside the joint, 
enshrined in Cooperstown. 
Recently, I spoke of Gil Hodges. 
There was also Jim Kaat and 
Tony Oliva. All were great play-
ers and they played during my 
youth. There was also another 
name MINNIE MIÑOSO. I loved 
this ballplayer as a kid. He was 
big, big, big during his prime 
time in the ’50s. I enjoyed see-
ing him play when he came to 
Fenway as either an Indian or 
a member of the White Sox. His 
career lasted 20 seasons, but 
16 of them he was either with 
Cleveland or Chicago. I wonder 
which cap he will be wearing 
come 2022 at the induction 
ceremony.

The Great Minnie Miñoso
Finally Gets into Cooperstown

During his prime in the fi f-
ties, he was a solid hitter and 
had amazing speed on the 
base paths. Later Billy Veeck 
turned him into a carnival act 
in 1976 and again in 1980 by 
bringing him back as an old 
guy. Got him back into uniform 
and sent him up to the plate 
for an at-bat to make Minnie 
a fi ve-decade player. Only one 
in baseball. These antics also 
took him out of contention 
for decades, making him inel-
igible for the Hall of Fame 

elections, and he was one of 
the best players in baseball’s 
storied history.

Minnie Miñoso came to 
America from Cuba in 1945 
inspired by the Brooklyn 
Dodge rs  s i gn ing  Jack i e 
Robinson to a minor league 
contract and spent three sea-
sons in the Negro League play-
ing for the New York Cubans 
and helped that team win a 
championship. When he was 
signed by Cleveland in 1949, 
he wasn›t the fi rst Cuban to 
play in MLB. Several Cuban 
ballplayers preceded him, but 
they were light-skin Cubans. 
He couldn›t pass and felt the 
sting that many black players 
felt. The minor leagues in the 
late ’40s and early ’50s treated 
black players terribly. Racism 
was rampant. Robinson became 
a symbol of hope. For Miñoso 
like other black players, play-
ing professional baseball meant 
no walk in the park or picnic.

His fi rst season in baseball 
was 1951. During the period 
1951-1961, Miñoso ranked 
third in the majors in hits 
behind Nellie Fox and Richie 
Ashburn. During those 11 
seasons, he batted .300, and 
was up there with Mickey 
Mantle, Willie Mays, and Stan 
Musial.

Miñoso was a mentor to many 
younger Latin players and 
his attitude towards life was 
very positive. There›s a quote I 
recently saw from him, «Be in 
love with the game. Do every-
thing beautiful for the game 
and the people and country you 
represent. That›s what I want 
everyone to do.»

Long before I read that quote, 
I remember his attitude fi rst 
hand. I can remember back in 
my youth going to many games 
at Fenway Park. I either sat in 
the bleachers for 90 cents or 
in the right fi eld grandstands 
for $1.75. One game, I had a 
great low seat in the right fi eld 
grandstands. Boston was play-
ing Cleveland and out came 
Minnie Miñoso with a large 
bag of baseballs. He went up to 
all the kids I was with and he 
started talking to us and pass-
ing out free baseballs. It was 
like Christmas in July. Then all 
of a sudden, a Red Sox offi cial 
comes out, without saying a 
word, scoops the bag of balls 
in Minnie’s hands, and walks 
off with them. Miñoso stares 
at him without saying a word, 
and then turns to us with a 
smile saying, «No more free balls 
today I guess.»

To Miñoso, baseball wasn›t 
a business, it was fun and he 
surely enjoyed every moment 
of the fun he had on and off 
the fi eld for his 20 seasons of 
living his dream. He was one 
of us. There was no wall that 
separated him from the fans 
and we all enjoyed that feeling. 
Younger fans today missed 
my youthful experiences when 
baseball was played the way 
it was supposed to be played, 
the way it was intended to be 
played. There are sadly no more 
Minnie Miñoso›s in America›s 
former pastime. We are now cry-
ing in our crackerjacks remem-
bering the old days and players 
like Minnie Miñoso.
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HOOPS and HOCKEY in the HUB

Happy Birthday
Henry Armstrong

Former Featherweight, Lightweight, and Welterweight Champ
Born December 12, 1912

Held All Three Titles Simultaneously 
Acted in Movies and Became a Minister

Boxing        Ringside
WITH BOBBY FRANKLIN 

Henry and Billy Conn on the set of The 
Pittsburgh Kid. The two sparred in the movie

Armstrong beating Barney Ross

Henry with his wife and daughter Poster for Keep Punching, the 
movie he starred in

The Champ on the Heavy Bag

Henry having his hands taped by his mentor 
Harry Armstrong

Armstrong the Great

Armstrong defeating Lou Ambers in 1938

GOING ... GOING ... GONE? 
— Will the NHL be going to the 
Winter Olympics in China? 
That’s the big question that 
looms larger every day.

And that ’s  because we 
now know the deadline date 
concerning when an absolutely 
fi nal decision must be rendered.

According to publ ished 
reports, it is January 10th — 
less than a month from now. A 
decision could come earlier but 
that January date is Olympic 
hockey’s decisive day — when 
the speculation halts and a move 
forward either encompasses the 
NHL or it does not.

Just a couple of days after 
that became widely known, 
former Boston College and 
Boston Bruins player Bill 
Guerin was appointed the GM 
of USA Hockey, the organization 
that is responsible for selecting 
the nation’s Olympic team.

Born in Worcester and raised 
in the Springfield suburb of 
Wilbraham, Guerin was on 
three Olympic teams. He is 
currently the General Manager 
of the Minnesota Wild.

As we stated in a previous 
column, NHL executives and 
the NHLPA agreed back in early 
September that the league’s 
players would participate. But 
there was a caveat: Both entities 
reserved the right to back away 
because of evolving COVID-19 
conditions that could impact 
player safety.

It is not a small decision since 
approximately 150 NHL players 
are tentatively set to compete 
in the 12-team tournament in 
Beijing. At the very least, Team 
USA and Team Canada are 
expected (as of now) to have 
rosters comprised entirely of 
NHL players while other nations 
will feature varying numbers 
of the league’s performers. 
Guerin’s fi rst big task — and 
right on deadline — is to preside 
over the selection of NHL players 
for the Team USA roster.

But things are far from 
improving in the NHL. Hours 
before the Bruins game against 
Vegas on December 14th, for 
example, both Brad Marchand 
and Craig Smith were placed 
in COVID-19 protocols. The 
start of their absence coincided 
with the return of head coach 
Bruce Cassidy,  who had 
just completed a COVID-19 
sidelining. He is slated to be 
an assistant coach with Team 
Canada at the Olympics. In 
addition, B’s assistant Chris 
Kelly also has returned from 
protocol. 

The absence of Marchand 
and Smith came a day after the 
NHL postponed three games 
involving the Calgary Flames, 
including contests at Chicago 
and Nashville and a home 
matchup with Toronto. In 
addition, the Flames practice 
facility was closed until further 
notice.

Calgary thus became the third 
team to have games postponed 
due to COVID-19 conditions. 
Back in November, Ottawa had 
three games postponed while 
the New York Islanders had two.

Scenarios in the NHL are 
not looking good as a decision 
deadline looms. So what could 
happen on (or before) January 
10th?

The NHL and NHLPA could 

reaffirm their decision to 
participate. In that case, it 
would be left up to individual 
players to decide whether to 
compete in China or not. In a 
recent piece, New York Post 
columnist Larry Brooks, citing 
one of his sources, indicated 
that some players might decline 
offers to join Team USA. Could 
other NHL players take their 
places? Yes, but would they? 
That’s another question that 
would have to be answered. 
Which players would want to go 
and which might decline is part 
of uncertainties that Guerin will 
have to deal with.

If the NHL pulls out, the 
Olympic tournament would 
still be held. Teams would fi ll 
roster spots with players from 
outside the NHL. Team USA, 
for example, could assemble 
a roster consisting of recently 
retired NHL players plus 
Americans playing in Europe, 
the minor leagues or for college 
teams. This is the Plan B team 
that Guerin must also put 
together.

In fact, such a squad has 
already competed under the 
Team USA banner. It happened 
in 2018 when the NHL decided 
not to compete in the Olympics 
held in South Korea. That meant 
that Team USA featured players 
from a variety of backgrounds, 
including Harvard star (and 
Scituate native) Ryan Donato 
— now with the Seattle Kraken. 

But that team was put 
together with plenty of advance 
notice. A complicating factor is 
that the AHL, for example, is 
scheduled to play through the 
three-week Olympic window in 
February, meaning players, if 
selected, would miss numerous 
league games. College players, 
by comparison, could miss the 
stretch run as teams jockey for 
playoff berths in the various 
conferences and the NCAA 
regionals. College coaches 
might not be pleased, especially 
on short notice, to lose star 
players at such an important 
juncture.

Then there is the matter of 
scheduling. The Olympic Break 
encompasses most of February, 
meaning that arenas may well 
have contracted for events such 
as concerts to fi ll in those empty 
dates.

If the NHL decides not to 
participate, what happens to 
the Olympic Break? Is the three-
week shutdown still observed or 
is an alternative schedule ― one 
without the Olympic Break 
that was sent to executives at 
all franchises over the summer 
but was never published — 
activated for the remainder of 
the regular season?

With the Break, the regular 
season is set to conclude at 
the end of April with the latest 
possible date for a potential 
Game 7 in the Stanley Cup 
Final penciled in for June 30th. 
Without the Break, does the 
NHL simply continue to play in 
February and March with the 
regular season ending in early 
April? Is that even possible, now 
that some buildings may have 
scheduled other events. 

All matters that are now on 
the table for hockey’s powers 
that be as the days dwindle 
down to a defining decisive 
moment.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


