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News Briefs

by Sal Giarratani

Hanover, NH No Longer a Sanctuary

City officials have agreed to change a town ordinance
to comply with a new state law. Republican Gov. Kelly
Ayotte signed a new statewide law prohibiting policies
limiting cooperation between local law enforcement and
federal ICE agents. New Hampshire is now the first
New England state to enact such a ban. According to
Jarett Berke, a member of the town’s select board, “I
think it is a way for us to say we don’t agree with some
of the actions of our federal government, but we’re still
going to comply with state law.”

Meanwhile, a grassroots effort by New Hampshire
residents has declared the creation of eight “sanctuary
communities,” irking many Republican lawmakers.

Ford EVs Losing Juice

Ford Motor Company earlier this week announced
it would take a $19.5 billion write-down and is
killing several electric-vehicle models in the most
dramatic example yet of the auto-industry’s retreat
from battery-powered models in response to the
Trump Administration’s policies and weakening EV
demand.

“Jingle Bells” Racist Says Joy Reid

The recently departed host Joy Reid from MSNBC
took on the iconic Christmas tune claiming on social
media that the song was written “to make fun of black
people.”

In a video shared to her 1.3 million Instagram fol-
lowers, a man in a Christmas sweater and Santa hat
stands on a street in Medford, MA, near a plaque mark-
ing the site where James Lord Pierpont is believed to
have penned the song in 1850.

He takes off his hat and scowls at the plaque, the video
caption reading, “This is where a racist Confederate

(Continued on Page 14)

NEAA Chairman Robert “Ted” Tomasone and dedicated volunteers gather at the Nazzaro
Community before heading off to meet Santa Claus at Columbus Park in the North End.

Nothing could stop Santa
Claus and North End Athletic
Association (NEAA) Chairman
Teddy Tomasone from weaving
their way effortlessly through
the North End community as
they led the 53 Annual North
End Christmas Parade.

Due to an early snowfall
Santa was unable to land his
helicopter, however his arrival
at Chrsitopher Columbus Park
was met by an extremely large

and exuberant crowd of well-
wishers, who were more than
happy to follow him and the
parade participants through
the streets of the neighborhood.

The festivities included the
Boston Fireman’s Band, the
National Lancers, a large group
representing the Shriners,
Medford, North Reading and
Woburn High School Marching
Bands, Miss Massachusetts
2025 Perianne Caron, Ms. USA

Queen of the World Lynn Palin,
Wally & Tessa from the Red
Sox, Blades of the Bruins and
of course Rudolph.

The celebration would not
have been possible without the
continued efforts, support and
generosity of NEAA Chairman
Robert “Ted” Tomasone and
his workshop full of volun-
teer assistants and sidekicks.

(Continued on Pages 8-9)

True Holiday Spirit

by Bryan Golden

Among other things, the holidays are a time
of giving and receiving gifts. The question most
often asked of people is, “what did you get?” Much
less frequently asked is, “what did you give?”
Invariably, the inquiries concern material gifts.
Purchasing a gift can certainly be thoughtful and
a wonderful gesture, especially when it’s backed
up by your actions.

However, the most valuable presents are
those that aren’t sold in stores. When you give
your love, your time, help someone in need, aid
another in solving a problem or overcoming an
obstacle, you give something priceless.

The true spirit of the holidays is giving. When
you give, you receive. You can get anything in
life you want by helping enough others get what
they want. But only if you give without expect-
ing anything in return. The impact of giving isn’t
limited to just the holiday season; it’s something
that has value all year.

The power of giving is often underestimated.
When you give unconditionally, you don’t just
impact the recipient; you start a chain reaction.
By brightening the life of one person you also
affect all those who they then touch.

No gesture of giving or kindness is too small.
Holding the door open at a store, helping some-
one carry groceries to their car, letting another
car in front of you, saying please and thank you,
and saying hello to a stranger you pass on the
sidewalk, are some of the many things you can
do daily.

For family and friends, your time is one of the
most precious gifts you can offer. Are you there
for others when they need you? Do you offer
a hand without being asked? Do you help out
when asked?

Too often, people get caught up in their own
desires, thus losing sight of the needs of others. A
person who tries to get through life by looking out
for himself or herself first is invariably frustrated.
Often this person views life as a competition to
determine who can accumulate more.

On the other hand, those who are concerned for
the wellbeing of others are happier, more content,
and more satisfied. By giving without expecting,
they in turn receive the things they need.

Giving is a simple concept that works every
time it is applied. There will be people who don’t
appreciate what you do, but it doesn’t matter.
You are giving without anticipating anything in
return. Besides, there will be many more who are
thankful for your efforts.

If you don’t treat others well, buying a gift
won’t compensate for your behavior. The recip-
ient might like what you give them but it won’t
make up for your actions. You can’t bribe some-
one to forgive the way you treat them with a
present.

The best gift you can receive is the joy of mak-
ing someone else happy. Being unselfish is a
wonderful way to live. When you give with no
ulterior motives, your actions are seen as genu-
ine. Should you expect something in return, your
behavior is always suspect. We all know people
who do nice things only when they want some-
thing in return.

Make giving a daily routine. Don’t start and
end with the holiday season. Every day is a
good day to do something nice. When people feel
good due to your actions, you can’t help but feel
happy yourself. And that is priceless. The most
significant action you can take is having a posi-
tive impact on the lives of others.

Bryan is the author of “Dare to Live Without Limits.” Contact Bryan at Bryan@columnist.com or visit
wwuw.DareToLiveWithoutLimits.com Copyright 2024 Bryan Golden
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PHIDIAS AND HIS ATHENIAN SCULPTURES

Ask any Italian-American
who the world’s greatest sculp-
tor was, and Michelangelo
will probably get the vote. The
Greeks have their favorite, too.
His name is Phidias, and he
was born in Attica about 500
B.C. This particular time in
Greek history is known as the
“Age of Pericles” or “The Golden
Age of Greece.” Pericles was
the statesman who gave out
the commissions but it was
Phidias who sculptured those
splendid statues. In addition
to his position as the super-
intendent of public works for
Athens, Phidias directed the
construction of the imposing
entrance (Propylaea) to the
Athenian Acropolis, numerous
other works of art, and at least
two of the most celebrated stat-
ues of Athena that the world has
ever known.

The first of these master-
pieces, the colossal statue of
Athena Parthenos (the virgin
goddess), was about thirty
feet high, and it was sheathed
in ivory and gold. All of the
sculptured ornaments of the
Parthenon were carved under
the supervision of Phidias but
the statue was the work of
his own hand. This art form
was called “Chryselephantine,”
which means that the statue
was formed on plates of ivory,
laid upon a core of wood or
stone for the flesh parts, while
the drapery and ornaments were
of solid gold. Athena was shown
standing, and clothed in a tunic
that reached to the ankles. She
held a spear in her left hand and
a six-foot high image of Victory
in her right. She wore a metal
breastplate while her shield
was resting on the ground at
her feet. All of the gold portions
were assembled so that they
could easily be removed for safe-
keeping during times of war. It’s
easy to understand the reason
for this feature when we realize

A Roman period, 2™ century
AD sculpture found near the
Varvakeion school reflects
the type of the restored
Athena Parthenos presently
in the National Archaeological
Museum, Athens

that at today’s market price all
of the gold was worth about
twenty-two million dollars.

The second masterpiece,
the bronze statue of Athena
Promachos (Athena the Warrior)
was also attributed to Phidias.
It stood on the Acropolis near
the Parthenon and was erected
by using the proceeds from
the spoils taken at the battle
of Marathon. The proportions
of this statue were so colossal
that the reflections from the
tip of the lance and her helmet
were visible to sailors as far
away as the southern extremity
of Attica.

The effort being put forth by
the Greek Minister of Cultures
and Science to secure the return
of the Elgin marbles has received
considerable publicity. Our cur-
rent discussion concerning
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Phidias, the Acropolis, and
the Parthenon, prompts me to
explain that the Elgin marbles
are a collection of ancient sculp-
tures that were brought from
Greece to England by the Earl
of Elgin in 1912 while he was
the British Ambassador to the
Ottoman Empire.

It all started with the con-
struction of the Parthenon dur-
ing the Gold Age of Greece (about
450 B.C.). All of the building’s
sculptured work is believed
to have been done under the
direct supervision of Phidias.
Like most ancient buildings,
the Parthenon had its share of
abuse down through the ages.
It was used as a Roman temple,
a Greek Orthodox Church, and
even a Mohammedan Mosque.
Greece was conquered by the
Romans, overrun by the Goths,
occupied by the Crusaders and
the Turks. About 1690 when
the Venetians were besieging
Athens, the Parthenon was
turned into a powder magazine.
A well-aimed Venetian cannon-
ball landed in the middle of the
temple and the explosion ripped
the building in half, leaving it as
we see it today.

About 1800 A.D. Lord Elgin
obtained permission from the
Turkish government to draw,
make plaster casts, and even
to remove some of the sculp-
tured pieces from the site. His
workers removed about half of
the Parthenon’s 524-foot orna-
mental frieze, along with other
sculptured work, and shipped
them all back to England at a
cost of about 75,000 pounds.
About four years later the
British Museum purchased
them for 35,000 pounds, mak-
ing all this sculptured work
the property of Great Britain.
Later Lord Elgin was denounced
as dishonest and a rapacious
vandal by the poet Lord Byron,
a proponent of Greek indepen-
dence. For more than 150 years
a bitter controversy has been
waged regarding Lord Elgin’s
authority to remove the sculp-
tured work from Greece.

NEXT WEEK:
Minerva, the Roman
Counterpart to Athena
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Buon Natale!!

Boston City Council
Sets Tax Rates

by Patti Sartori

Hopefully Boston Homeowners consider 13 a lucky number,
because that’s what they can expect their property tax increase
to be next year. At the last council meeting of the year last week,
the city council set the residential tax rate at $12.40 per thousand
dollars of assessed value and the commercial tax rate at $26.96
per thousand dollars of assessed value. The rates are based on
the maximum shift of the $175% of the city’s tax burden from the
residential to commercial sector.

The new13% residential tax rate is expected to increase the
average-family homeowners tax bill by approximately $780. The
council’s vote also set the maximum residential exemption of 35%
which the city officials hope will save qualified homeowners up to
$4,354 on their next tax bill.

“I am grateful to the city council for their work to unanimously
pass the annual tax classification rates for next year. As residential
property owners are set to pay their highest share in property taxes
in over 40 years, our legislation awaits state approval that would
stabilize taxes, protect residents and help businesses continue
to benefit from strong city services,” Boston Mayor Michelle Wu
said in a statement.

Wu'’s previously filed tax legislation is still pending at the State
House, would allow the city to shift the city’s tax burden from the
residential to commercial property beyond the 175% limit allowed
under state law. The mayor’s office believes homeowners would
see an approximate $480 increase instead of the expected $780
increase in their January 1, 2026 tax bill, if Wu'’s legislation were
to pass in the Massachusetts State Senate.

Wu said commercial values are set to decrease by 6% while
residential values will rise by 2%. Currently the City of Boston
budget derives approximately three-quarters of its revenue from
property taxes. More of the city’s tax burden is being pushed from
the commercial sector to the residential, with an average office
taxpayer receiving a 4.4%, or approximately $210,000 decrease
in their property tax bill next year.

M assachusetts L eads the Way
with Cannabis Cafe Approval

by Patti Sartori

Massachusetts is now the first
state in New England to approve
marijuana social consumption
sites. Massachusetts voters
approved marijuana cafes as
part of the 2016 legalization
ballot question, but it has taken
almost ten years for the state
to set ground rules. Cannabis
Control Commission Chair
Shannon O’Brien stated, “The
important thing is, this is the
will of the voters. Some people
may have concerns, because
this is a little bit of a brave new
world. We don’t really know. We
know what our local pub looks
like, but we don’t really under-
stand what this looks like.”

The state’s Cannabis Control
Commission unanimously voted

to approve rules for “social
consumption sites” where peo-
ple can buy, smoke or eat
marijuana products all in
one location. The vote came
approximately one year after the
agency’s initial draft of rules,
but could also be another year
or so before the sites open and
become a reality.

The newly approved rules call
for types of consumption sites;
“supplemental’ which are used
mainly for existing marijuana
dispensaries that wish to add a
tasting room-style space, “hos-
pitality” license stand-alone
cannabis cafes, lounges and
other types of businesses and

(Continued on Page 12)
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Maria-Pia Antonelli
?\/lay She Rest In Peace

Maria-Pia Antonelli of Newton, passed away in her home,
on December 9, 2025. She was the daughter of the late

Peter and Maria (Clotilde) Antonelli.

Her Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on
Wednesday, December 17, at 10 AM, in the Church of St.
Ignatius of Loyola, Chestnut Hill, followed by Interment in

Newton Cemetery.

A donation in her name can be made to The Dante Alighieri
Society of Massachusetts, 41 Hampshire St., Cambridge,
MA 02139. To share a memory of Maria-Pia, please visit

www.eatonandmackay.com
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Wectiolas Y. Regzarne, Jr.

May He Rest In Peace

Nicholas J. Rizzari, Jr, 72 of
the West End and formerly of the
North End passed away peacefully
on December 16, 2025. Beloved
son of the late Nicholas J. and
Theresa R. (Maduri) Rizzari. Dear
brother of Rose M. Rizzari of the
West End. Also survived by loving
cousins and friends. The family
will receive visitors on Tuesday,
December 23, 2025 from 8:30am
to 10amin St. Leonard Church, 320

Hanover St, North End, Boston,

Massachusetts. A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at
St. Leonard Church on December 23, 2025 at 10 am. Services
will conclude with interment in Holy Cross Cemetery, Malden.
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Peloe P. Hobile

Third Anniversary

December 21, 2022 - December 21, 2025

Your memory
is our keepsake
With which we
will never part

God has you

in his keeping

We have you

in our hearts
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Rosemary McAuliffe, longtime /=
resident of the North End of
Boston, passed away peacefully
on the morning of December 8th,
2025.

Rosemary is predeceased by her
parents William McAuliffe (Co.
Cork, Ireland) and Rose B.(Payne)
and her sister Alice McAuliffe.

Rosemary is survived by her
loving family here in Boston as
well as her many cousins in
Ireland.

Rosemary attended Regis
College and is a graduate of the -
class of 1949. At the age of 94, she was re-elected
as class president. Rosemary is also a graduate
of New England School of Law in 1956 where she
obtained her law degree.

Rosemary was born in New Rochelle, NY and
during the Great Depression her family moved
back to New Bedford to be close to her mother’s
family. After the death of her father in 1960,
the family moved to Boston, to enable both she
and her sister Alice to practice law and settled
in to her forever home in Boston’s North End.
There she wove the many, many friends of her
neighborhood into the rich tapestry of her life.

Rosemary was an avid world traveler and
included Russia, Peru, Italy, Greece, The
Caribbean, and more into her itinerary and of
course her favorite second home, Ireland.

Rosemary was a retired Boston School Teacher.
During her time working for Boston Public
Schools she served as an English teacher at
the Hennigan, Tobin and Gate of Heaven. She
also practiced law in Boston and maintained
her license to practice law right up to 2025. Her
law degree gave Rosemary purpose in life and
she provided most of her services “pro bono”.
Rosemary was a candidate for Boston School

™\ Committee in the 1970’s, during
the City’s most tumultuous times
of the bussing crises.

Rosemary was the Regent of the
100-year-old North End Catholic
Daughters Court Ausonia as
well as a board member of the
Missionary Society of Saint James
the Apostle.

Rosemary is remembered as
a “glass ceiling breaker” as she
worked tirelessly for women’s
rights and civil rights, (her mother
was a suffragette in the turn of
the century), she is known for
her gentle disposition, her ability to embrace
people from all walks of life, her kindness, her
quick wit and her deep thought. She is known
for her spunk and love of life, and of course
her stubbornness of which we believe kept her
ageless.

If the cobble stones of the North End of Boston
could talk, I know the stories of Rosemary
McAuliffe would be endless, and funny and
sometimes a little bit fresh. And now Rosemary
is free to embrace all of her golden memories and
behold a life well lived.

Visitation for Rosemary was held on Thursday,
December 11, 2025, from 4 pm to 7 pm in the
J.S. Waterman Langone Chapel, 580 Commercial
St., Boston.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated
on Friday, December 12, 2025, at 10 am in
St. Stephen Church, 401 Hanover St., Boston.
Interment followed at St. Mary’s Cemetery, New
Bedford, MA.

Donation in memory of Rosemary may be made
to: Miriam Boyd Parlin Hospice Residence, 10
Green Way, Wayland, MA. 01778

For online condolences, please visit: www.
watermanboston.com

Edward Lorden DeMore

Edward Lorden DeMore, 79, known
affectionately to friends and family as Ed or
Eddy, passed away unexpectedly at his home
in the North End of Boston, Massachusetts, on
November 28,2025.

Born on May 30, 1946, in Somerville, MA,
Edward was raised in humble beginnings, one
of fourchildren born to the late Anne M. (Lorden)
DeMore and Vincent J. DeMore. A self-described
“kidwho grew up in Davis Square,” these early
experiences forged a relentless drive in him. In a
bold move that set the stage for a life defined by
action, he skipped his own graduation ceremony
from UMass Amherst to attend his first real
estate closing. A self-made man, Edward built
a successful career in real estate investment,
leading redevelopment projects that established
his reputation as a strategic operator.

However, Edward’s life truly changed trajectory
when he met Paula Bohan. Though he had once
envisioned a solitary life, he chose a partnership
with Paula that spanned decades. Bonded by
shared ethics and a commitment to critical
thinking, it was with Paula that he raised a
family grounded in the very values of social
equity that he later championed fiercely in his
public life.

While his career evolved with his “active mind”
— from serving in the Menino administration
leading the EDIC, to founding the Boston Digital
Bridge Foundation and the Boston Global
Bridge Institute — his professional dedication to
community and underrepresented backgrounds
was a reflection of the principles he and Paula
instilled in their home.

He was a man of intensity and authentic
curiosity who lived life fully. He maintained
a beloved daily tradition of swimming in the
ocean year-round, braving the water every day
that it was physically possible, whether in the
chilly waters of Scituate or the gentle waves of
Simonton Beach in Key West.

Edward delighted in international adventures
and was an enthusiastic patron of the arts. In
his later years, he became a fixture of the Key
West art scene, recognizable in his signature
straw fedora and black t-shirt. He rarely left an
opening without supporting a local artist, and
he recently served as an Executive Producer for
a documentary on the life of his friend, painter
EricAnfinson — a project he called “life-changing
to watch.”

He possessed a deep love for music, and
especially for a beautiful voice — so much so
that he would often sing along, happily

undeterred by his
own lack of talent
in that department.
He approached
theater with that
same generosity of
spirit. If he found a
show he loved, he
wouldn’t just see it
once; he would go
back multiple times,
treating friends
and family so they
wouldn’t miss out.
In many ways, he felt most at home in a “big
room,” surrounded by people all sharing in the
same experience.

Edward held a special appreciation for
the complexity of life and was known for his
irreverent,unvarnished sense of humor. He was
never one to leave a thought unspoken, often
engaging with the world through observations
that were as provocative as they were keen-eyed.

Edward is survived by his former wife, Paula
Bohan DeMore of Charlestown, MA, and Key
West, FL. Paula remained a vital, supportive
presence in his life, offering him friendship and
care throughout his later years.

He is survived by his four children: Margot
Bohan DeMore of Charlestown, MA, Lauren
Bohan DeMore of Charlestown, MA, Catherine
Bohan DeMore of Somerville, MA, and Ross
Lorden DeMore of Framingham, MA. He is also
survived by his five grandchildren: Bohan,
Charlotte, Lewis, Robin, and Fiona.

He leaves behind his siblings: sister Sally
A. Hurley of Brockton and brother Vincent J.
DeMore,Jr. of Amesbury, as well as many nieces
and nephews.

The family wishes to express their deep
gratitude to Paula for her enduring kindness
andsupport.

A private service will be held for the immediate
family. A Celebration of Life will be held after the
holidays, where friends and community members
are invited to gather and honor Edward’s vibrant
spirit. The specific details of the Celebration of
Life will be shared as soon as they have been
finalized.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you honor
Edward’s legacy through the way you engagewith
the world. Please pay tribute to him by treating
the people you meet with curiosity, equity, and
an open heart, helping to build the community
he so deeply valued.
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L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore

Natale, Famiglia, and the Love of Christmas

by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz

The magical season known
as midwinter is upon us! The
shortest day of the year, also
known as the winter solstice,
descends upon the world this
upcoming Sunday, the 21t of
December. On the days sur-
rounding the solstice, I can
sense the darkness enveloping
me like a thick velvet cloak,
veiling the world in a perpetual
state of dusk. However, I do not
mind the darkness, as I view it
as a necessary and intriguing
spoke on the wheel of the year.
These are the nights when stars
appear sharp and bright against
the inky black sky, their light
sending diamond-like spangles
flitting across the frost below.
The darkness also imbues the
winter solstice with a profound
significance: now that the date
has passed, we know that
the sun will remain for longer
periods in the sky, bringing its
much-awaited warmth and its
sweet, luminous blaze. For this
reason, Christmas — with its
focus on candles and crackling
yule logs and electric light dis-
plays — occurs during the dark-
est time of the year. Religiously,
Christmas represents the light
arriving to the world in the
form of Jesus’s Nativity, while
metaphorically the radiant
decorations of Christmas signify
the return of the sun after the
solstice. Due to the complex
symbolism comprising this
holiday and its traditions, I
revel in Christmas customs
which emphasize the literal
and figurative lights of my
life. Whether enjoying age-old
recipes or exchanging gifts with
loved ones, I most appreciate
Christmas when the glow of
family and tradition encircle
me.

Many of my family’s much-
loved holiday customs revolve
around food. Food forms an

ancient and essential part of
the Italian Christmas Eve feast
known as la Vigilia di Natale,
which my family celebrates
every year. La Vigilia di Natale,
or “Christmas vigil,” is tradi-
tionally a meatless meal in Italy,
a vestige from the era in which
Christmas Eve was considered
a fast day in preparation for
Jesus’s birth on the following
day. Therefore, many Italian
families trim their tables with
seafood dishes for la Vigilia.
I am always excited to plan
fish recipes with my mother
for la Vigilia; in the past, we
served sole bursting with a
buttery shrimp stuffing and
a delectable smoked salmon
quiche. This year, my mother
will prepare a creamy seafood
lasagna laden with shrimp and
scallops. However, my favorite
component of Christmas cook-
ing involves the plethora of
desserts that fill my family’s
kitchens. A great number of
traditional Italian desserts have
become inextricably linked with
Christmas and remain an indis-
pensable part of my holiday
celebrations. My father would
always bring home a cylindri-
cal cardboard box of panettone
home right before Christmas.
Panettone, whose name means
“great bread,” is a sweet bread
studded with dried fruit and
candied peel. I am not a huge
fan of the taste of panettone,
but I appreciate its time-hon-
ored symbolism in the Italian
Christmas festivities. [ hold the
nostalgic struffoli, a dessert my
grandmother has been making
since [ was little, in high esteem.
Struffoli are deep-fried spheres
of dough soaked in honey, then
arranged into the shape of a tree
or wreath and sprinkled with
colorful nonpareils. Struffoli
are a fun, whimsical way to
celebrate the childlike wonder of
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the holiday season. I also make
a lemon tart every year to cap
off our la Vigilia meal and honor
the citrus fruits seasonal during
the winter. Collectively, these
desserts stand in the exquisite
tapestry of love and family that
characterize my Christmas
memories.

Indeed, I believe that family
forms the crux of Christmas joy.
The true meaning of Christmas
derives from the sensation of
comfort and peace that envelops
a person when surrounded by
loved ones. I cannot imagine
Christmas without my fam-
ily. Our Christmas traditions,
from the la Vigilia meal to
opening presents at midnight,
strengthen our familial bonds.
When my family plays a silly
board game on Christmas Eve,
our merriment and laugh-
ter create a barrier of delight
against the darkness and chill
air outside, filling the room
with the warmth of our love.
Opening gifts — which my fam-
ily does at midnight, according
to old Italian lore, while huddled
under the multicolored glow
of the Christmas tree lights —
provides me with yet another
way to relish time with my loved
ones. I adore the looks of hap-
piness and delight that fill my
family members’ and friends’
faces when they open a present
selected or crafted with thought-
fulness and care. That moment
of love and understanding is the
real significance of gift-giving,
not materialistic gain. No mat-
ter what traditions typify your
Christmas, it remains impor-
tant to approach them with
joy, selflessness, and a true
appreciation for the people in
your life. Midwinter celebrations
like Christmas developed as a
response to the frigid and dark
days of the winter solstice. At a
time when nature seems bar-
ren and gelid, lively festivities
serve to honor the abundance of
past harvests and reinforce the
convivial strength of community
and family, offering hope that
life will cycle on as surely as
the sun will once again shine in
the sky. An old Italian aphorism
states that no one should be
left alone on Christmas, which
is why we should strive to do
good deeds on behalf of those

(Continued on Page 14)
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The Original Salian Caffe
Ligueri: Digestivd
David Riccio
Gennaro Riccio

296 Hanover Street,
North End, Boston

E 617.523.8915 E

617.523.8857

by Sal Giarratani u n

In Support of Inclusionary Zoning

Recently I read a news story
in the Daily Item in Lynn con-
cerning a new lawsuit aimed at
the City of Cambridge’s inclu-
sionary zoning ordinance with
developers arguing that this
ordinance is unlawful for devel-
opers wanting to do business in
the city because it surrenders
their constitutional land use
rights. I had not read this news
story anywhere else.

As someone who rarely sup-
ports anything coming out of the
People’s Republic of Cambridge,
I support Cambridge elected
officials trying to increase
affordability in the city’s neigh-
borhoods. I see nothing uncon-
stitutional about Cambridge
City Hall requiring developers
of new housing to set aside 20
percent of the units as afford-
able housing. Cambridge has
been pushing for more work-
force affordable housing going
back nearly 30 years. In 2017,
the 20 percent figure was added
to that 1998 ordinance. Today,
more and more Greater Boston
municipalities have adopted
Cambridge-like inclusionary
zoning too.

I have been an advocate of
affordable housing since my
days as a Charlestown com-
munity advocate fighting for
more affordable housing in the
early 1980s and as a member
at that time of the Charlestown
Economic Development
Corporation board of directors
which helped create affordable

townhouse condos along Main
Street. At that time, those new
homes went for an affordable
$125,000 apiece. This kept
many Townies from having to
leave their lifelong community.
It was a win for those fami-
lies who purchased their new
homes and a win for the com-
munity. To this day, whenever
passing by this roll of town-
houses I am proud of the role
I along with other members of
the Charlestown E.D.C. played.

Since 1982, however, things
have only gotten worse as more
and more individuals and fami-
lies have been priced out of
housing that isn’t affordable
to them. Something has to
improve. Where are working
families and blue-collar work-
ers to live?

There are some real estate
folks who think they are being
unfairly targeted for bearing the
cost of solving the lack of afford-
able housing stock. They seem
to be blaming cities and towns
for not allowing new housing
to be built and thus not keep-
ing up with population growth.
High-end and high-priced hous-
ing only ups housing costs for
everyone else. Inclusionary zon-
ing seems to be the answer until
we come up with something
better. Doing nothing will only
exacerbate the housing short-
age. Cambridge has gotten it
right and [ support inclusion-
ary zoning until a better idea
comes along.

Buon Natale e Felice Anno Nuovo

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America

Rodolfo Viscomi, State President
and the State Councill
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Directors & Officers
Thomas Damigella, President
Dr. Jessica Dello Russo, Executive Director
Vito Aluia, Historian / Director
Jmmy Pasto, Director
Patricia Annino, Director
Rita Damigella, Clerk/Director

Northendhistorical society@gmail.com
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DONNE 2000 ... New York City Trip

Donne 2000 members and
friends traveled to New York
City with a tour organized by
Senior Excursions. Our first
day there we walked around
the bustling Winter Village
at Bryant Park. This is NYC’s
premier winter hub, featuring
a free ice-skating rink, holiday
shops with unique gifts and
food vendors. That evening
we enjoyed a delicious dinner
at the Arte Café Restaurant.
The following day we visited
Rockefeller Center and Times
Square which were beautifully
decorated for Christmas. A little
rain could not stop us from
enjoying the sights and energy
of the city. Then we attended a
beautiful mass at St Patrick’s
Cathedral. This beautiful

cathedral with its Gothic style
architecture is a sacred refuge
for peace, prayer and hope.
That afternoon we dispersed
into our separate groups. My
group enjoyed an unforgettable

by Doreen Giammarco

operatic experience of Giacomo
Puccini’s La Boheme, at the
Metropolitan Opera. It brought
back many memories of one of
my favorite movies, Moonstruck,
when Loretta (Cher) and Ronny
(Nicholas Cage) go to see the
opera, La Boheme, together at
that very theater. Another group
went to see The Christmas
Spectacular Starring the Radio
City Rockettes, which celebrated
its 100" anniversary. Others
went to see Mouin Rouge! The
Musical. One thing that is for
certain, New York City is always
a place full of entertainment
and excitement for everyone.
Later that evening we all
enjoyed a delicious dinner at
Margaritaville in Times Square.

On our final day before
returning home we visited the
World Trade Center. We went
to pay our respects at the 9/11
memorial which was a somber
and emotional experience. This
memorial is a reminder that

we can never forget the people
who lost their lives tragically on
that day. We also went to the
Freedom Tower and took the
elevator up to the 102nd floor
where we enjoyed a breathtak-
ing view of the city. We walked
through the Oculus, which is
home to 12 subway lines, and
many retail shops. Then we
went to Eataly which occupies
an entire floor in the World Trade
Center and provides a haven
for customers to eat, shop and
learn the best of Italian cuisine
and wine. You can immerse
yourselfin all things Italian with
their restaurants, imported food
and retail products. Finally, we
went home with souvenirs as
well as fun stories, photos and
unforgettable memories of a
wonderful trip.

Donne 2000 is a non-
profit organization that keeps
traditions alive from generation
to generation through ethnic
and cultural events.
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Italian steakhouse

& mia

ROOF DECK

Bricco

Boutique ItalianCuisine
241 Hanover St. » 617.248.6800

-
Mare
Seafood & Oyster Bar
223 Hanover St., 3Mechanic St. » 617.723.MARE

Quattro
Grill, Rosticceria & Pizzeria
266 Hanover St. 617.720.0444

AquaPazza
Oyster Bar & Italian Kitchen
135 Richmond St. « 857-350-3105

Trattoria Il Panino
Boston’s 1st Original Trattoria
11 Parmenter St. « 617.720.1336

Assaggio
Positano Cuisine Restaurant ¢ Lounge
29 Prince St. Boston ¢ 617-865-1265

Umbria
Steakhouse & mia Roof Deck
250 Hanover St. « 617-868-1265

Dolce
Italian Cafe with 33 Flavors of Tiramisu
272 Hanover St.
A
Frank ond Hick's Glarding

Figaladli

Rockefeller Center: L to R: Doreen Giammarco, Loretta Cardone, Ginny Belliveau, Laurie
D’Elia, Rosalba Chiarenza, Rose Giammarco, Anna Ristaino, Anna Gagliardi, Nancy Benneti

Saint Joseph Society
NORTH END, BOSTON

Wishes Everyvone A Very

City of Boston
Planning
Department

SIGN UP FOR OUR MAILING LIST!

The City of Boston’s Planning Department

will be sharing updates and engagement
opportunities with the public online and via
email beginning in 2026.

Please subscribe to our mailing list following
the QR code or link included here if you would

like to receive regular

updates about planning

and development in Boston.

Website:
bosplans.or

BostonPlans.org | (&) @BostonPlans

GetlInvolved

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director /Secretary
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Saint Finian of Clonard

by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

Finian was born in the lat-
ter part of the fifth century
at Myshal in County Carlow.
His father was Rudraigh, an
Ulsterman of noble lineage. His
mother was a Leinster woman
called Telach. Finian was edu-
cated first locally by Bishop
Fortchernn. Later he travelled to
monasteries in south Wales and
may also have been at Tours.

The monastery at Tours is
noted for its austerity, for its
sacrifice of physical comfort for
spiritual gain. Finian is said to
have befriended and studied
under an elder called Caemen.

Finian returned to Ireland,
first to Aghowle near Shillelagh
in County Wicklow, where King
Oengus of Leinster gave him a
site to build a church. From here
he went north to Dunmanogue
on the river Barrow, in County

Kildare, and established another
church. From here, he went
to the town of Kildare, study-
ing and teaching at St Brigid’s
monastery. Finian was held
in high regard by Brigid, who

r

Merry Christmas

M.P. & Co. Tax & FINANCIAL SERVICES
Established in 1938
INCOME TAX PREPARATION

¢ Financial Services ¢ Professional Tax Consultant
e Personal & Business ¢ Year Round Service

GRACE PreviTE MaGgoon, EA
264 Bennington Sreet, East Boston, MA 02128
\_ 617-569-0175 e-mail: gmagoon@aol.com y,
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America in History

Designs created & implemented by Constantino Brumidi (1805-1880)
The Michelangelo of the United States Capitol

Cav. Kevin Caira
Chairman of the Board
Salvatore Bramante
Treasurer
Francesca Seta
Secretary
Marisa DiPietro
Vice President of Social Media
Nadia Di Carlo
Vice President of Development

Gioconda Motta
Director of Education

OCTOBER ITALIAN HERITAGE MONTH COMMITTEE

Arnaldo Minuti, Consul General of Italy, Honorary Chairperson
Richard J. Vita, Esq., President

3
s

Landing of Co]umbus

Directors
Florence Guidara
Elaine Loffti
Anna Quadri
Debbie Tremblay

GR.UFF. Lino Rullo
President Emeritus, Co-Founder
Hon. Peter W. Agnes, Jr.
Chairman Emeritus, Co-Founder

*Honorable Joseph V. Ferrino, Ret.
Chairman Emeritus, Co-Founder

*Deceased

www.| talianHeritageMonth.com 617.499.7955

May Peace, Joy and Happiness
Be Yours this Holiday Season

Ristorante “
in Boston
at 286 Hanover Street
617.227.5353

Franco Pezzano
Proprietor

Saraceno”

presented him with a gold ring
on his departure.

Finian arrived at Clonard
around the year 520, it was
located between the kingdoms
of Meath and Leinster. Here he
got a large tract of land to set
up his own ascetic community,
where there were a great num-
ber of monks. These included
the so-called “twelve apostles of
Ireland”. Finian had a great rep-
utation for his knowledge of the
Scriptures and Clonard became
a centre of Biblical studies.

The Penitential of Finian pre-
scribes penances for sins with a
view to correcting sinful tenden-
cies and cultivating the contrary
virtue. The document shows
wide learning and draws on the
teaching of St John Cassian.

Finian is said to have passed
away in the great plague of 549-
550. Many churches in Leinster
and some in north Connaught
were associated with his cult. By
the early 10th century Clonard
had grown into a large town with
a round tower, a high cross and
a new stone church.

Today the site of the former
monastic centre is located in
the grounds of the Church of
Ireland at Clonard.

/" Buon Natale

DIAMONDS
ROLEX
ESTATE JEWELRY
Bought & Sold
Jewelers Exch. Bldg.
Jim (617) 263-7766

- J

\

Happy
Holiday:s

from

CAFE

JMARO

319 Hanover Street,
Boston, MA 02113
857-317-2871

WWW.
cafeamaroboston.
com

FLORENTINE
CAFE

BAR - BI&TRO

333 Hanover Street
Boston, Massachusetts
(617) 227-1777

Res Publica

by David Trumbull

“Merry Christmas’ from Silent Cal”

“To the American People: Christmas is not a time or a season but
a state of mind. To cherish peace and good will, to be plenteous in
mercy, is to have the real spirit of Christmas. If we think on these
things, there will be born in us a Savior and over us will shine a
star sending its gleam of hope to the world.”

Presidential message, December 25, 1927”
— Calvin Coolidge

1927 was a momentous year for Christmas in the White House.
After receiving countless requests to address the American
people with a Christmas message, Coolidge finally agreed. On
Christmas morning, a short hand-written message from the
President appeared in every major newspaper, making this the
first Christmas greeting to be given to the American public from
a president.

Having worked his way up the ladder of Bay State politics, he
eventually became governor of the Commonwealth. While gov-
ernor, Coolidge made a tough decision: he backed up his police
commissioner in the firing of Boston policemen who had broken
their contract by walking off the job to strike. Riots ensued, and
Coolidge called in the national guard, declaring “there is no right
to strike against the public safety by anybody, anywhere, anytime.”
Coolidge’s actions brought peace to Boston and elevated Coolidge
to the national spotlight. Soon after, the Republican Party named
the Bay State governor to the second spot on the 1920 Republican
presidential ticket. The Republican platform called for a reduc-
tion in high taxes, a legacy of World War I, as well as government
cutbacks. The pair advocated, after the tumult of the war and the
influenza pandemic, a return to what the presidential candidate,
Senator Warren Harding of Ohio, termed “normalcy.

As the 30th President of the United States, Calvin Coolidge was
the first to truly extend a White House Christmas celebration to
the American people. During his first Christmas in the White house
in 1923, he initiated the tradition of the National Community
Christmas Tree. A 48-foot Balsam Fir from his native state of
Vermont was erected on The Ellipse, and an electric button enabled
the President to light the tree on demand for the first ever National
Community Christmas Tree lighting ceremony.

Source: https://www.whitehousechristmascards.com/
calvin-coolidge-1923-1929/ calvin-coolidge/
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“%e "~ Salumeria

b Italiana
151 Richmond Street - Boston, MA 02109
PH: 617.523.8743 - Fax: 617.523.4946

www.Salumerialtaliana.com  800.400.5916

Online shopping and mail order available

¥
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MERRY CHRISTMAS

& HAPPY NEW YEAR

FROM THE
OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND MEMBERS
OF THE

DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY

41 Hampshire Street - Cambridge, MA 02139

617.876.5160 - www.dantemass.org

Merry Christmas
Dr. Dean J. Saluti

President,
Renaissance Lodge, OSIA

zMajorie Cahn

P.0. Box 692027,
Quincy, MA 02269
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from Our Family to Yours
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(" Buona Natale to the I talian American Community! )

Italian Heritage Month Committee of Massachusetts
\President Richard J. Vita, Esg., and daughters Kristin, Kimberly, Katelyn)

4 )
£¢ Buon Natale!

The Pirandello Lyceum

www.pirandello.com

Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year

DIANE MODICA

EastBoston ArtistsGroup.com

Atlantic Works Gallery

o
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Buon Natale

Ausonia

Council 1513

. Knights of
Y7 Columbus’

“Merry Christmas
and
Keep Christ in Christmas™

P.O. Box 130102, Boston, MA 02113

Flu Season is Upon Us!

It’s that time of the year, sneezing, coughing
and body aches galore. When flu season creeps
in, you can’t help but wonder how long will I feel
this lousy and how contagious am I? According
to Doctronics.Al, the contagious period can vary
among individuals and is influenced by various

factors, including age, overall health, and the
type of specific illness, which is why it is so
important to be vigilant and aware, especially
in communal settings like school, daycares,
and close work environments. And remember,
infection can remain even after symptoms have
resolved.

Simple actions and hygiene practices, such
as frequent hand-washing, using hand-
sanitizer, staying home when feeling ill and
wearing masks in crowded places can create a
protective barrier against the spread of infec-
tions. By utilizing these measures, we can
all work together to minimize the impact of
contagious illnesses and protect the most
vulnerable.

Regardless of how lousy you may feel, don’t
forget to hydrate, pay attention to symptoms and
be sure to start antiviral medications within 48
hours of symptoms to reduce the severity and
duration of the flu. With any luck, Spring will
be here before we know it!

=
Christmas Mass Schedule

Join us in celebrating the

Solemnity of the Birth of Christ

Christmas Eva:

4:00 pm - S Stegten Chaarch

5:00 pm - Socred Heart (Upper] Church
12X Midnight - Saine Lesnard Chureh

Christmas Day:

9:00 am - Saimt Leanard Church
10:30 am =Saén Leavmard Church
11:00 am - Saint Stephen Church
12:00 Moan -Soint Leanard Charch

SE Leorand
0 Hardwer 32, Bowion,

Sacres Faart
13 Foerth Squitn, Boabos, ks DF10E
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J.S. Waterman

LANGONE CHAPEL

Funeral and Cremation Service

580 Commercial St., Boston
WatermanBoston.com 617-536-4110

Funeral Directors

Dino C. Manca Peter J. Bruno Melodie Taing
FREE NOTARY SERVICE AVAILABLE

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 178 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720. 508-676-2454
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* 53rd Annual Christmas Parade (Continued from Page 1)

Thank you to Mayor Michelle
Wu and baby Mira for par-
ticipating, the always pres-
ent State Representative
Aaron Michlewitz, District 1
Councilor Gabriela Coletta
Zapata, the Boston Police
Department Area A-1, espe-
cially Captain Driscoll and
North End Community Service
Office Michael Mustacchio as
well as the City of Boston Parks
and Recreation Department,
Nazzaro Center and the Mayor’s
Office of Tourism, Sports
and Entertainment for their

assistance.

Ted Tomasone, Boston Mayor Michelle Wu with Baby Mira
and State Representative Aaron Michlewitz.

Santa Claus extending his

over the entire North End
community.

NEAA Chairman Robert “Ted” Tomasone, Santa Claus, Eliot
School Principal Traci Walker Griffith, and John Romano

| ALEFPPO SHRINERg

“Merry Christmas” wishes

BINCE gy 1083

RIS GT O, MASSACHUSETTS
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Santa Claus informing Sadie
she is on his “Nice” list.

A large contingency of Shriners helped lead the annual NEAA
2025 Christmas parade through the neighborhood.

Nikki Gesamondo, Josie,
Santa, Ellie and Uncle John
Pregmon of NE Cares enjoying
the NEAA Christmas Parade
Festivities, 2025.

Santa Claus is welcomed to

Columbus Park for the NEAA
Christmas Parade by two
little friends.

North Reading Marching Band

. ] i ".":;-'l_. L I Lo =t i
MS. USA Queen of the World Lynn Palin, Chairman of the

NEAA Robert “Ted” Tomasone and Miss Massachusetts 2025
Perianne Caron at the annual NEAA Christmas Parade.

_;-3'::_'4.??;1

Longtime NEAA volunteer Paul Cucinatti and family with
Santa Claus upon his arrival at Christopher Columbus Park.

The Massachusetts National Lancers Ceremonial Calvary
Squadron participation in the annual NEAA Christmas Pa-
rade is greatly appreciated.

e
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Mickey & Minnie Mouse hug
the Grinch.
Medford Mustang Band: Medford High School Marching Band
plays in the NEAA Christmas Parade.

Christi & Francine Gannon with Theo eagerly awaiting

Santa’s arrival to Columbus Park for the annual NEAA
Christmas Parade 2025.

The Pallotta Family never miss an opportunity to visit with

Santa Claus during the NEAA Christmas parade. Santa Claus and his smiling

friend at the NEAA Christmas
Parade.

The Minutemen of the American Revolution prepare to march

= in the NEAA Christmas Parade.
NEAA members Joe Blazo and

Vito Aluia (Photos by Gerri Palladino & Rosario Scabin, Ross Photography)

May your holiclays

- ; 3 P, "!E' " : 4o B iy ; ® “.* @
Area A-1 Boston Police Captain Driscoll with Santa and be fllle ﬂL WIth Iove
friends at Columbus Park on the North End Waterfront prior —

to the start of the NEAA Christmas parade.

- Buon Natcle from Eagle Bank
p i and the North End team.
% YEARS %

il EAGLE BANK

www.bankeagle.com | 617.387.5110

{=1 Member FDIC/ Member DIF
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ROSA (Blu-ray)
88 Films

Yuen Biao delivers one of his
most energetic performances in
this action-packed blend of mar-
tial arts, comedy, and romance.
After a bungled mission, eccen-
tric cop ‘Little monster’ Hsia is
partnered with hot-tempered
officer ‘Mustache’ Lei Kung on
a high-stakes case: finding a
missing police informer. Their
only lead is Rosa, the informer’s
mysterious girlfriend--but as
danger mounts, love and loyalty
become just as complicated
as the case itself. Featuring
stunning stunts, witty banter,
and heartfelt drama, Rosa is
a must-have for fans of classic
Hong Kong cinema — now on
Blu-ray with crystal-clear pic-
ture and sound.
A SAVAGE ART (Blu-ray)
Magnolia Home
Entertainment
A Savage Art chronicles the
life and career of Australian-
born, Pulitzer Prize winning
political cartoonist Patrick
Oliphant. Oliphant’s tenure
as an American cartoonist
spanned five decades and ten
U.S. Presidents. In 1990 The
New York Times called Oliphant
“the most influential editorial
cartoonist now working.” The
film covers the history and
importance of political cartoons
in global democracies, as well
as the decline in the profession
and in the newspaper industry.
It also highlights the effects of
extreme political partisanship
on media and editorial cartoon-
ing, and shows how Oliphant
used his biting wit, sharp criti-
cal eye and masterful drawing
skills to take on presidents,
popes and the powers that be.

THE ISLAND CLOSEST
TO HEAVEN (Blu-ray)
Cult Epics

Based on Katsura Morimura’s
1966 best-selling travelogue,
Obayashi’s paradise-laden
coming-of-age tale is an island
retreat to the white sands of
New Caledonia. Fulfilling her
late father’s dream to take her
to ‘the island closest to heaven,’
bookish teen Mari ventures
solo to the archipelago’s indigo
waters in search of this mythic
locale. Taking in the island’s
sites, Mari journeys off the
beaten path, befriending a host
of friendly locals in the process,

from islander Taro to footloose
tour guide Yuichi. The Island
Closest to Heaven is filled with
a sense of old school Hollywood
romanticism, and forms an
affecting portrait of a young
girl’s journey to self-discovery
and her own piece of heaven
deep within.
DELINQUENT SCHOOLGIRLS
(Blu-ray)
VCI Entertainment

Our protagonists in this
K-Mart budgeted cinematic
carrion are escapees from an
insane asylum! One is an ex-
baseball player turned rapist,
another is gay, and the ring-
leader is a low-rent impression-
ist. When they stumble upon
an all-girls school, antisocial
behavior with these silicone
‘students’ ensues, but with a
twist — the busty babes know
karate! DREAM

SAGA OF THE PHOENIX -
LIMITED EDITION (Blu-ray)

88 Films

88 Films presents the North
American Blu-ray debut of the
Hong Kong spiritual fantasy
cult classic, Saga of the Phoenix,
in a limited-edition release,
loaded with bonus content. The
Holy Maiden of Hell, Ashura, is
sentenced to reside for eternity
inside a statue of a reclined
Buddha after being caught
practicing magic on Earth.
She refuses her banishment
because she can’t exist with-
out the Sun. Abbott Ji Ku and
High Abbess give her seven last
days on Earth. Master Peacock,
Lucky Fruit, and others are sent
to keep her from breaking her
promise to return and serve her
punishment. Ashura might not
be their only problem. Hell’s
Concubine orders her demonic
squad to Earth to kidnap
Ashura so she can drain her
rival’s spirit and control other
devils. Saga of the Phoenix is
steeped in underworld intrigue
and high-flying martial arts
choreography, combined with
quirky comedic moments. Saga
of the Phoenix is a unique mix
of outrageous mystical fantasy
and martial arts action. The
characters trade blows that
defy gravity, battle giant stone
dogs, and unleash massive
fireballs. At the center of it all
is a cartoonishly adorable genie

(Continued on Page 14)
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Happy Holidays

Welcome to America’s Oldest Restaurant

l NION OYSTER HOUSE

Yankee Style Seafood,

All Major Credit Cards Honored - Reservations Recommended
Visit Our Website www.unionoysterhouse.com

Tl The Foviuile Taadl
e i Frop
Husdiwss Famewal ALY

Specializing In
Hearty Portions of

Fresh New England
Lobster and
Grilled Meats

617-227-2750
Union Street « Boston

The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS

of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

ARE THEY
OUT OF THEIR MINDS????

Are our city councilors out
of their collective minds? The
news is that our city councilors
are even considering eliminat-
ing all parking requirements
for residential developments
in the latest step reportedly
toward affordability. Boston has
already been reducing parking
requirements for affordable
housing in 2021, and allowed
developers to build projects
without parking if 60 percent
or more residential units were
income-restricted.

The Boston City Council held
a public hearing on December
9 on the proposal. No vote was
taken but it appears it will be
back on the city council agenda
after the holidays. Now is the
time for city residents to start
contacting their district coun-
cilors and the chair of the coun-
cil’s planning, development and
transportation committee chair,
Councilor Sharon Durkan. As
an East Boston resident today
over in Jeffries Point and as a
previous longtime resident of
Charlestown such a proposal
to allow for continued develop-
ment without requiring on-site
parking will only exacerbate
the already growing shortage
of parking spots in our city
neighborhoods.

Adding more and more resi-
dents moving into new resi-
dential high-end developments
out on to street looking for
on-street parking isn’t going to
help either them or us find a
parking spot. Also, what good
does it do for City Hall to keep
handing out residential parking

(L-R): Sal G, Heather
O’Brien and Stevie Carlo
Scire, Eastie EIf of the
Year taken during the
Eastie Elves Toy Drive
at the Hyatt at Logan
Airport last Friday.
Stevie is the Eastie EIf
of the year!

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

NEW YEAR
2026

by Sal Giarratani

permits if there isn’t any park-
ing available?

Say No to ending parking
requirements for developers.
Why give them more reasons to
overdevelop our communities?

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

BRENDA LEE

Singer Brenda Lee just turned
81 years old last Thursday,
December 11. Every December
just before Christmas her most
famous hit “Rockin’ Around
the Christmas Tree” plays end-
lessly. I could listen to this
cheerful song forever, not so for
Mariah Carey’s top Christmas
song.

DOES SHE EVER HEAR
WHAT SHE SAYS?

Here’s a little ditty from U.S.
Rep. [lhan Omar (D-Minn),
“When I hear Stephen Miller
and his white supremacist
rhetoric it reminds me of the
way Nazis described Jewish
people.” She’s so desperate to
deflect attention away from the
news of massive fraud from
members of her own community
in Minnesota that she threw
the Nazi-word at Miller. With
her history of antisemitic com-
ments, maybe she should avoid
calling anyone a Nazi.

GOLDEN OLDIE
REMEMBRANCE

While listening to Sirius Radio
on my car’s dashboard this
morning, I heard “These Eyes”
by the Guess Who. Back in
1969 when I was only 21, this
song was in the Top 10 in
Broadcast Magazine. I love lis-
tening on Sundays to those old
music shows by Casey Kasem.
It is amazing how many old hits
have withstood time so well!
Can I tell you that back in the
day when I was a band member
of the SilentSirs I used to sing
this one like I was somebody
so cool.

YO, ROCKY

MAKIN’ COMEBACK

The Philadelphia Art Board
recently voted to return the
iconic statue of Sylvester
Stakllone’s Rocky back atop
the steps of the Philadelphia
Art Museum.

The bronze boxer will move
outdoors once again, where it
made its debut for the 1982
Rocky III movie. The 8-foot,
6-inch statue was created by
Thomas Schomberg in 1980.
Time to practice once again
doing the Rocky run up those
stairs, eh?

REMEMBERING THE
COCOANUT GROVE FIRE
Community members,

descendants and local leaders
gathered on piedmont Street
on Saturday, November 29 to

mark the 83rd anniversary
of the Cocoanut Grove fire to
honor the 492 lives lost on
November 29, 1942. Folks
gather to remember as a tribute
to the victims and to highlight
the final push to complete the
permanent memorial at the
site. The dedication date is now
scheduled for May 2026. For
more information to donate, go
to cocoanutgrove.org.

NEW EAST BOSTON LIAISON

FROM MAYOR'’S OFFICE

(L-R): Sal G., and Carlos Garcia

I met Carlos Garcia, the
Mayor’s new East Boston
Neighborhood liaison over at the
Hyatt Hotel during the recent
Eastie Elves event.

REMEMBER
PETER BALDASARI
AND ALL HIS SAINTS
POINTING THE WAY

pmin

Peter Baldasari

While walking past All Saint’s
Way on Battery Street it is hard
not to think of Peter Baldasari
as the guardian of all the saints
inside that small alleyway dedi-
cated to the saints. For decades
it was Peter’s job to keep the
light burning at this sight. No
one knew the saints more than
Peter. Tourists would often stop
by to gaze at it all and Peter was
more than happy to talk about
the saints. He would often
recite the personal history of
each and every one of them. All
Saint’s Way doesn’t seem the
same without him patrolling
the piece of North End history.
I miss him, everyone will miss
him. Someone told me long ago
that buildings don’t make a
neighborhood, nor do streets
and parks. People, real flesh
and blood people, give life to
a neighborhood. People bring
neighborhoods to life. Everyone
together.

Peter never just lived in the
North End. He lived for the
North End. He was the North
End.

e
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NORTH
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Boston, MA
(617) 742-3050
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Chnstmas on the East Boston Greenway

Santa Clause leads the Mary Ellen Welch Greenway Christmas

Stroll in East Boston.

The Friends of the Mary
Ellen Welch Greenway hosted
“Christmas on the Greenway”
on Sunday, December 7th at
Bremen Street Park. In addition
to the annual luminaria event,
they added a festive holiday

show by Sweet Harmony of
Riverside Theater Works in
Hyde Park in conjunction with
the Trustees One Waterfront.
A visit from Santa Claus, the
star of the show, handed out
goody bags of treats including

Massport Firefighters & members of Sweet Harmony Theatre
Works welcome Santa Claus to the East Boston Greenway.

The Blue Line “Santa Express” transports children to the
Maverick Square Christmas Tree lighting in East Boston.

HEALNTH

North End « Charlestown

Happy Holiduys!

Wishe

North End
332 Hanover St.

Boston
(617) 643-8000

aunr co

Charlestown
15 Tufts St.
Charlestown
(857) 238-1100

a free ride on the Rose Kennedy
Greenway carousel! All activi-
ties were held at Bremen Street
Park at Airport Station among
the beautifully decorated park
by Massport.

The Friends collaborated with
Massport who hosted a fun
children’s activity of ornament
making, provided sugar cookies
and made special arrangements
to transport Santa to the park
on an official Massport Fire
Truck - to the delight of the
community children!

Santa ended the night with a
special train ride on an exclu-
sive MBTA Blue Line “Santa
Express” to Maverick Station
with families singing along to
Christmas Carols.

The Friends of the Mary Ellen
Welch Greenway would like
to thank Massport, MBTA,
Trustees One Waterfront, State
Representative Adrian Madaro,
East Boston Holiday Lights
Committee, Gemini Digital,
Grain Millwork and the Rose
Kennedy Greenway.

For more information about the
Friends of the Mary Ellen Welch
Greenway please visit www.
maryellenwelchgreenway.org.

Santa with one of his little
helpers during the Mary Ellen
Welch Greenway Stroll in East
Boston.

dtappy dftolidays

Broadway Brake
Corp.

HEAVY DUTY TRUCK & BUS
PARTS & SERVICE

Philip D’Angelo, President

45 Broadway 357 Page Street
Somerville, MA Stoughton, MA
617-666-1000 781-344-4107
4 )

Buon Natale e
Felice Anno Nuovo

HANOVER
WINE & SPIRITS

L

Events o Specials
Wine o Beer o Spirits
Cigars
363 Hanover Street
North End
Boston, MA

Sweet Harmony of Riverside Theatre Works in Hyde Park
entertain the East Boston Greenway Christmas Stroll
participants.

Santa departs on his “Blue Line” with the assistance of MBTA
personnel.

The wonder and amazement
of the Christmas Season.

East Boston State Rep.

Enjoying the festivities Adrian Madaro with family &

during the Mary Ellen Welch
Greenway Stroll in East

friends during the Greenway
Christmas Stroll.

617.723.3663

Boston, 2025. (Photos by John Gillooly)

Merry Cﬁrisfmas e Happy 9\[e_w Year from
THE GILARDI GROUP

Gibson "s ot ]‘1 elv., s

il
The Gilardi (.'nrurr

Move bevond vour
X N TheGilardiGroup.com

expectations,

CALL US TDDA'\" 617-529-4461
ARD

GROUP@GIE




PAGE 12

POST-GAZETTE, DECEMBER 19, 2025

THOUGHTS sy DAN

ABOUT THIS & THAT

with Daniel A. DiCenso

The Road to Garni

I stand before the modern Arch of Charents

The Arch of Charents is a
modern monument surrounded
by ancient history. If Armenia
is a window to the distant past,
the Arch is a gateway to the
nation’s symbol and one of its
last remaining pagan struc-
tures, the Temple of Garni.

Indeed, Garni and the majes-
tic Mount Ararat were the
two inspirations for architect
Rafayel Israyelian who envi-
sioned a window to two iconic
images, one carved by nature
the other by the hand of man.

Israyelian completed the
monument in 1957 in tribute
to his country’s poet Yeghishe
Charents, a reminder that
while we mourn the art stolen
or destroyed over the centuries,
Armenia’s inspiration for art
and innovation has survived
the destruction of the nation’s
heritage.

Consider, for instance, the
destruction, both natural and
deliberate, of my next stop,
Geghard. Its most recent aspect,
the main chapel, was erected in
1215, but the monastery that
wraps around it like armor
dates back to the 4™ century
by St. Gregory the Illuminator.

For centuries Geghard served
as an honored pilgrimage site
and religious studies. In the
920s it was ransacked by an
invading Arab army who took
with them countless man-
uscripts detailing the con-
struction of the monastery.
Nonetheless, Geghard was
rebuilt with added fortification.

Geghard interior

As late as the 13™ century
Geghard was still a fabled
destination for Christians said
to hold the Holy Lance and
pieces of Noah’s Ark. Geghard,
however, would have to endure
another attack by Mongols and
destruction by three earth-
quakes (the last in 1840), being
rebuilt each time. Its resiliency
matches that of the people it
serves.

Nature is as much a shaper of
our world as we are of nature. My
next destination on August 29",
Garni Temple, was surrounded
by what is truly an attraction
to itself, the “Symphony of
Stones” that form Garni Gorge.
The only immediate marker
of human history here is an
11th-century bridge. The earth
otherwise took it upon herself
to carve out this remarkable
rock formation. It hits harder
in places like Armenia, which
hold so many marvels of ancient
times, that no matter how old or

Geghard exterior

" UNDERGROUND
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Garni Temple

monuments, the artistry of the
earth was here first.

This is not to diminish the
awe of Garni Temple, one of the
best preserved Roman-Greco
structures in Armenia. But
even here the hand of nature is
evident, the 1%-century build-
ers utilizing the blue basalt of
the region. After substantial
destruction by the earthquake
of 1679, the Garni Temple went
through much restoration well
into the 20™ century. Even so
the temple remains the most
concrete evidence of Armenia’s
pre-Christian past. Its dedica-
tion was not to a saint but to
a god; Mihr the god of the sun.
Throughout the structure trib-
utes to nature abound, basalt
representations of the fruits of
Armenia (pomegranates, grapes
and walnut) adorn the columns.
In this way, Garni Temple is the
last structure standing provid-
ing the missing pieces of the
history of Armenia, the parts
long forgotten when nature was
our guiding light.

= e 1h L
Pulling out the cooked dough

Fittingly, I ended the day at
a small local villa where the
residents use the earth to bake
lavash, the traditional Armenia
bread. A pit is dug in the ground
where the dough will be cooked
once it’s flattened on what looks
like a legless ironing board.
Then the bakers peel it off the
board with a pole and guide
it down the pit, sticking it on
the sides. Once sufficiently
browned, the bread is unpeeled
from the sides, pulled back
out and served. Once more in
Armenia, the earth helped pre-
serve tradition.

leri e Oggi

Yesterday & Today

A COLUMN OF PAST AND CURRENT EVENTS

by Bennett Molinari & Richard Molinari
The Gordian Knot

The Gordian Knot — An oracle
living in the ancient capital of
Phrygia (modern day Turkey)
which had no king, at the time,
decreed that the next man to
enter the city driving an ox-cart
should become king. A peasant
farmer named Gordias drove
into town on an ox-cart and
was immediately declared king.
Out of gratitude, his son Midas
dedicated the ox-cart to the
Phrygian god Sabazios(whom
the Greeks identified with Zeus)
and tied it to a post with an
intricate knot of cornel bark.
The knot became known in his-
tory as the Gordian knot. The
knot was described as compris-
ing “several knots all so tightly
entangled that it was impossible
to see how they were fastened.”

The ox-cart still stood in
the palace of the former kings
of Phrygia at Gordium in
the fourth century BC when

Alexander the Great arrived.
An oracle had declared that
any man who could unravel its
elaborate knots was destined to
rule over all of Asia. Alexander
wanted to untie the knot but
struggled to do so before rea-
soning that it would make no
difference how the knot was
loosed. Sources from antiquity
disagree on his solution. In one
version of the story, he drew his
sword and sliced it in half with
a single stroke.

The ancient Greek historian
Plutarch relates that Alexander
pulled the linchpin from the
pole to which the yoke was fas-
tened, exposing the two ends
of the cord and allowing him to
untie the knot without having
to cut through it. Some clas-
sical scholars regard this as
more plausible than the popular
account.

Alexander the Great famously
“solved” it not by untangling
but by slicing it with his sword,
making the term a metaphor for
a seemingly impossible problem
solved with a bold, uncon-
ventional solution. The story
highlights thinking outside the
box to overcome an intractable
challenge, with the knot rep-
resenting deep complexity and
the sword stroke symbolizing
decisive action.

* Mass Leads the Way (Continued from Page 2)

an “event organizer” license
for temporary events including
concerts and festivals.
Smoking, pre-packaged edi-
bles and vapes are allowed.
Alcohol and tobacco are not
allowed on site, but licensees
can serve non-infused food and
will be required to follow strict
rules focused on preventing
impaired driving and over con-
sumption. The regulations will
take effect on January 2, 2026,

once Secretary of State William
Galvin’s office reviews them and
a license application process is
established. Cities and towns
will still be required to opt in
to allow social consumption
via a referendum, ordinance
or by law. Additionally, social
consumption businesses will
have to sign a host community
agreement with their local city
or town. Realistically these
cafes may not open until 2027.

Merry Christmas ¢ Happy New Year!
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Nanna /

Babbfﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ

A Nostalgic Remembrance

by John Christoforo

Christmas is next Thursday
and as far back as I can
remember, we have celebrated
Christmas American style. For
the past couple of weeks, I've
talked about going to see Santa
at Jordan Marsh with either
my cousins or the Manfredonia
kids. Mom and Nanna would
put out decorations, and at
some point, we would head
to Downtown Crossing, and I
would visit with Santa Claus.
He would ask me if I had been
a good little boy, and when
I assured him that I had, he
would ask what I would like
for Christmas. I was easy, I
usually asked for additions to
my electric trains or Erector
Set, and new airplane models,
especially fighters and bombers
from WWII.

One day, after we returned
home from visiting with Santa,
Mom headed for the corner
store leaving me with Nanna.
As Iwatched her preparing din-
ner, I asked her what she used
to ask from Santa Claus when
she was a little girl. Her answer
shocked me, “When I was a little
girl in Avellino, we didn’t have
Santa Claus; we had La Befana.
Today, Italy has changed some-
what to follow the traditions of
Germany, England and some
of the northern countries. They
have adopted Babbo Natale
(Father Christmas) to bring
presents to little boys and girls
on Christmas Eve.”

My next question was, “Who is
La Befana?” Again, the answer
shocked me as Nanna said that
La Befana was a good witch.
Now, to me, a witch was asso-
ciated with Halloween and that
holiday was on October 31
Nanna went on to say that the
good witch had heard about the
birth of a savior named Jesus,
and she wanted to visit him
and bring him presents. From
the day of his birth, December
25, she began to scour the
countryside looking for Baby
Jesus. She found shepherds
who had heard about the baby

and would look for him. Not
wanting to wait, she flew away
on her broom and found three
wisemen who were heading to
Bethlehem to visit the newborn.
Not wanting to wait for them
either, she flew off and decided
to leave a gift for every boy and
girl, hoping that one of them
would be Baby Jesus. By this
time, it was January the 6%
and both shepherds and the
wisemen arrived in Bethlehem
to visit the Christ child and the
day was called The Celebration
of the Epiphany. Italian chil-
dren had hung their stockings
up on the night of January
the 5% and La Bafana visited
every house filling the stock-
ings with gifts hoping one of
the children was the new baby,
Jesus. When Mom returned,
she heard the rest of Nanna’s
story and told me that when she
and her brothers were kids, the
Contini family celebrated both
December 25 and January 6,
sort of a compromise between
Italian and American cultures.

By the time I came along,
we celebrated only Christmas.
I remember one episode that
almost broke my trust in
Santa. Mom and Aunt Ada, my
Godmother and Uncle Nick’s
first wife, brought me to Jordan
Marsh to visit the Christmas
display in their toy department
and visit with Santa. When
it was my turn, I asked him
for a new engine and a larger
transformer for my electric
train set. I had a set of Lionel
trains and on birthdays and
Christmas I would increase
the size and scope of the train
set. Santa made me promise
that I would be a good boy
and told me to look for the
new engine and transformer
on Christmas morning. Now if
you remember, my columns of
the last couple of weeks have
included the stories about my
father and uncles being musi-
cians. At Christmas time, they
played parties night and day.
Evidently, Dad couldn’t make it
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to Eric Fuchs, the Beacon Street
store dedicated to the hobby of
electric trains. In his place that
year was Uncle Nick. He picked
up the new engine and trans-
former and brought them back
to Nanna and Babbononno’s
apartment.

By this time, Babbononno
had sold the big house on
Eutaw Street in East Boston
and he and Nanna were living
in an Apartment on Princeton
Street, a ten-minute walk
away. Being separated from
his estranged wife, Uncle Nick
had moved in with his parents.
He was so busy, he didn’t even
have enough time to look for an
apartment of his own. My gifts
from Santa would stay at my
grandparents apartment as no
one had the time to bring them
to our apartment at 74 Eutaw
St. Well, as was the usual rou-
tine, I visited family members
with Mom and Nanna during
Christmas week and then, on
Christmas Eve, left a note for
Santa restating my request for
a new engine and transformer
for my train set. As a bribe, I left
Santa a dish with two or three
chocolate chip cookies (my
favorite then and now) and a
glass of Zi’Antonio’s best home-
made red wine. (Hey, anyone
could leave a glass of milk ... I
was Italian.)

The next morning, I awoke
and headed for the living room
and the Christmas tree that had
the presents displayed below.
Gifts were there for Mom and
Dad and a few for me from
relatives, but not the engine
and transformer I wanted. My
first thought centered on the
fact that we lived on the top
floor of an East Boston three
decker and there was no fire-
place or chimney. How could
Santa come into our apartment

. through a locked window?
I headed into the kitchen sat
down and sulked. Mom heard
me and arose to begin making
breakfast. With tears in my
eyes, I explained my circum-
stance. She listened as I ques-
tioned the existence of Santa,
and if he was real, how could he
get into our house. Just then,
the phone rang. Mom answered
and handed it to me saying,
“It’s Babbononno for you.”
Babbononno sounded excited
and in his fractured English
yelled, “Jenny, dare izza bigga
mistake. Santa Clauza bring
you trainza a my houza, no you
houza.” When I said, “What,”
Babbononno repeated himself
in Italian yelling that Santa
Claus had made a mistake and
left my presents at his house
instead of coming to our house.
He added that Santa was sorry
but it was an honest mistake.

I had my coat, hat and gloves
on and was out the door before
Mom hung up the phone. [ ran
all the way to my grandpar-
ents’ house, was shown a note
that Santa left behind about
the mistake and then with the
boxes that housed the new train
engine and trans- former under
my arms, ran all the way back
to Eutaw Street. Within fifteen
minutes, the new transformer

(Continued on Page 14)

by
ﬂ Marianna

e 1 Bisignano
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As the Christmas cookie baking season begins to wind down,
I'm reminded that few Italian cookie trays are ever truly complete
without the unmistakable presence of anise — whether in delicate
pizzelle, crisp biscotti, or tender cookies perfumed with its licorice-
like aroma. Its flavor and scent speak to centuries of tradition, as
anise has long held a place in Italian baking, particularly in the
South, where it was cherished for its bold, comforting taste and
gentle digestive properties; making it a natural choice for holiday
confections enjoyed after long, celebratory meals. Just a trace of
its aroma is enough to transport you back to Nonna’s kitchen,
where anise-scented steam filled the air and you knew Christmas
was almost here.

I want to take a moment to tell you just how much it means to
me to share our Italian customs, traditions, and family recipes with
you. Knowing that you and your loved ones are enjoying the dishes
my Nonna taught me to create fills my heart in ways I can’t put
into words. To know that pieces of our heritage are being carried
on, baked, shared, and remembered in your own homes, is truly
the greatest gift I could receive during the holiday season. I wish
you and yours an abundance of love and laughter, and I pray for
a world filled with peace and joy. Buone Vacanze!

ANISE COOKIES
Biscotti All’ Anice

Ya cup (¥ stick) unsalted Icing
butter, softened 2 to 2%z cups confectioners’
Y5 cup granulated sugar sugar

3 large eggs, room temperature

1% tablespoons anise extract

Y% tablespoon vegetable oil

2% cups Italian O or all-
purpose flour

2% teaspoons baking powder

Preheat the oven to 350°F (175°C) and line a baking sheet with
parchment paper.

In a large mixing bowl, cream the butter and sugar together
until pale and fluffy. Add the eggs one at a time, beating well after
each addition until fully incorporated. Mix in the anise extract and
vegetable oil, beating until smooth.

In a separate bowl, sift together the flour and baking powder.
Gradually add the dry ingredients to the wet mixture, mixing on
low speed just until a soft dough forms.

Turn the dough out onto a lightly floured surface and gently
knead until smooth.

Wrap the dough in plastic wrap and refrigerate for about 15 to
20 minutes.

Using a small cookie scoop, portion the dough onto the prepared
baking sheets, spacing cookies about 1 inch apart.

Bake for 10 to 14 minutes, or until the bottoms are lightly golden
and the tops remain pale.

Allow cookies to cool briefly before icing.

1% tablespoons butter, melted

Y cup warm whole milk (more
if needed)

15 teaspoon pure anise extract

Nonpareils to decorate

To make the Icing:

In a small saucepan, melt the butter and warm the milk. In a
medium bowl, add the confectioners’ sugar. Slowly whisk in the
warm milk and butter mixture, and anise extract until a smooth
icing forms. Add more milk, a teaspoon at a time, if you want a
thinner consistency. Sprinkle with nonpareils and allow to dry on
a wire rack and store in an airtight container or cookie tin.

Marianna Bisignano is a psychologist for the Boston Public
Schools and can be reached at bisignanomarianna@gmail.com
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The Reality of Retalil

by Angela Cornacchio

The Reality of Retail Panelists — (L-R): Moderator CEO

CCHIO agency Angela Cornacchio, Master Tailor Alan Rouleau
Couture, Keyla Williams CEO Bogosplit, Dina Akel Owner

Vieira Luxe.

Recently Umbria Steakhouse
in Boston’s North End hosted
a panel discussion featuring
fashions finest brick and mortar
business owners and a room
filled with aspiring designers,
field related professionals look-
ing for guidance in the industry.

The event began with a net-
working hour for attendees
to bring their business cards,
meet fellow creatives, entrepre-
neurs, and trade professionals.
Guests mingled amongst gour-
met appetizers and antipasto
curated by DePasquale Catering
within the beautiful brick and
holiday décor that the North
End of Boston brings to the city.

The discussion began with
Moderator and CEO of CCHIO
agency also BelGioco Media
Angela welcoming everyone to
their seats and introducing the
agency as a being at the fore-
front of creativity in fashion,
hospitality, and entertainment.
Their mission is to elevate
brands through meticulously
crafted media strategies and
exceptional event management
who forge meaningful connec-
tions and partnerships. Their
focus is to guide designers in
creating more than just a dress,
but to build a business.

Board members of New
Hampshire Fashion Week —
Cory Clark, CEO of Clark and
CO (right).

She then transitioned into
the scheduled panelists that
represent the success of retail
business. Yolanda Cellucci:
Owner of Yolanda’s in Waltham
for 30 years, created a one- stop
shopping experience for women
from bridal to all fasion prod-
ucts. With over four decades of
experience, Yolanda has built
multiple successful ventures
and continues to personally
shop for clients and at 91 years
old hosting Style and Glamour
TV show continues to inspire
new generations through inno-
vation and resilience. Alan
Rouleau: is a bespoke master

Angela Cornacchio BelGioco Media, Liya of Liya Kay
Productions, Sharon Kathryn, Kristie Raymond of HumanKind
Casting, Stylist Sandra Melanson-Aussem, KB Vega Designer
InspiHer

Happy Holidays

from your Friends at

NRTH END
CARES

tailor and style authority who
has owned and operated retail
locations from Newbury Street
to Boston’s North End. Known
for precision, craftsmanship,
and timeless menswear, and
now accessories and custom
jeans, Alan brought deep indus-
try knowledge of both the art
and business of tailoring.

Keyla Williams is a co- founder
and marketplace owner of the
vibrant boutique Bogosplit in
Copley Place, a destination
known for spotlighting emerg-
ing designers and bold fashion
statements. As a curator of
creativity and culture, Keyla
bridges retail with storytelling
and community. Closing out the
list of panelists was; Dina Akel,
is the founder and CEO of Vieira
Luxe, an award-winning bridal
and eveningwear boutique and
the creative force behind Vieira
Luxe Couture. She is also the
founder of New Hampshire
Fashion Week, making her one
of New England’s most influen-
tial fashion leaders.

The focus of the conversation
was about honesty, insight,
and real experience. The wins,
the losses, the pivots, and the
strategies that work in today’s
retail landscape. Retail is not
just about selling products. It’s
about relationships, resilience,
branding, and staying relevant

Creator Caribbean Fashion

Week Althea Blackford, CEO
Bogosplit Keyla Williams,
CEO Events by Tailleen Linda
Ramirez

in a world that changes con-
stantly. After all the wealth
of insight that came from the
panel, the room was opened
to questions for the expert
panelists. CCHIO agency com-
mented, “ The interaction with
the professionals and those
starting out was absolutely
heartwarming, the mission for
the event.” Contuining, “ An
achievement of the evening was
when emerging patented adap-
tive clothing designer, amputee
Sandi DeRuntz asked the panel
very in-depth financial number
crunching questions. It was
the most beautiful moment to
see industry specialists pro-
vide such specific value to an
aspiring creator that came
into the room looking for that
information.”

The evening ended with
CCHIO agency giving gratitude
to Michael Rose Photography,
Depasquale Ventures, Umbria
Steakhouse also DePasquale
Catering for the wonderful hos-
pitality and delectable dishes
with a beautiful table spread
of authentic Italian appetizers.
From there the room opened to
interactive networking, fashion
community holiday celebrations
and connections to make 2026
a successful year in the indus-
try. For more information on
the event or to get involved visit
www.cchioagency.com.

(Photos by Wen Long Zhou)

* News Briefs (Continued from Page 1)

soldier wrote “Jingle Bells” to
make fun of black people,” and
has its origins in bigoted min-
strel shows that were popular
then.
Tulsi Rips into a
Top Dem in the House

Director of National intelli-
gence Tulsi Gabbard was abso-
lutely infuriated that longtime
Democratic House member
Bennie Thompson referred
to the killing of a National
Guardsman in Washington DC
in an ambush as an “unfor-
tunate accident” at a Capitol
Hill hearing. Gabbard states

“(He) refuses to directly identify
this attack on our own soil.”
Happy 100* Birthday
Dick Van Dyke
Apparently, longtime actor
Dick Van Dyke is still quite
supercalifragilisticexpialido-
cious!!! When asked what he
most wants to be remembered
for, he named being a part of
The Dick Van Dyke Show and
Mary Poppins.
End Quote
“A man of genius makes no
mistakes. His errors are voli-
tional and are the portals of
discovery.” — James Joyce

¢ L’Anno Bello (Continued from Page 4)

who are lonely or separated
from their families during the
holidays, including the sick, the
poor and those in the military.
After all, a family includes more
than just blood relations, and
the Christmas spirit of generos-
ity and goodwill is too joyous to
be contained in small numbers.

This Christmas, I will con-
tinue to honor the traditions
that have become an intrinsic
part of my family. Whether
these traditions consist of
enjoying struffoli or opening
gifts at midnight, they link me
to the world of my ancestors
and their enduring values and
spirituality. However, I also plan
on paying attention to the true
significance of all these beloved
customs. For I have found that
lurking behind Christmas tradi-
tions, no matter their culture
of origin, is the universal need
for love. Love for family, love for
the wisdom of our forebears,

the love which inspires us to
improve our local and global
communities, the love of Jesus
and the Holy Family, the love for
the sun which grows ever bigger
in the sky — all these myriad
facets of love imbue Christmas
with its indelible complexity. So
on Christmas, as you partake
in your own special traditions,
take heed of the love which sur-
rounds you, and which you can
provide to others. You will find
that this love can warm even the
frostiest night, and that it will
carry you through the wonders
of the New Year and beyond.

Merry Christmas!
Buon Natale!

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz
is a high school history teacher.
She appreciates any comments
and suggestions about Italian
holidays and folklore at
adicenso89@gmail.com.

¢ Video Views (Continued from Page 10)

that befriends Ashura, until the
Hell’s Concubine twists him
into a soul sucking creature,
pushing the film’s fantasy into
darker territory.

BEYOND GRACELAND:
LADYSMITH BLACK
MAMBAZO (DVD)

Pop Twist

Beyond Graceland: Ladysmith
tells the story of South African
musician, the late Joseph
Shabalala and his band
Ladysmith Black Mambazo
who became worldwide sen-
sations after powering Paul
Simon’s landmark and mas-
sively successful Graceland
album. Bathed in Ladysmith’s
powerful music, the documen-
tary covers the full breadth
of the band’s career, from the
early years in rural South Africa
to the height of global success
and Shabalala’s passing in
2020. This film takes viewers
on their spiritual and emotional
journey. Along with footage and
insights into the Graceland

recording sessions, the film
introduces us to many of the
luminaries who worked with
Shabalala, including Dolly
Parton and Whoopi Goldberg,
along with hearing from Simon,
Oprah Winfrey and many
others. The film also docu-
ments the complex history of
Isicathamiya music the musi-
cal idiom whose boundaries
he helped to expand — in the
terms of political and musi-
cal forces that helped to form
it. This social context opens
a window into his relation-
ship with Nelson Mandela who
loved the music. Filmed over
five years, Beyond Graceland
gives us extraordinary access
to Shabalala’s creative process.
Locating this music at the heart
of the South African experience,
as well as in its physical heart-
land, Beyond Graceland is an
engaging tribute to one of the
world’ most distinctive musical
forms and the beautifully reso-
nant voice that made it famous.

* Nanna & Babbonono (Continued from Page 13)

was hooked up and the new
engine was traveling on the
train track, puffing smoke and
whistling away loud enough to
wake up my father. He wasn’t
upset, though, and sort of
pushed me out of the way and
took over as the chief engineer
of my railroad even before he
had his first sip of morning
coffee.

When Uncle Gino and Aunt
Ninna showed up, they and Dad
took over the trains completely
and I was relegated to the
position of either constructing

something with last year’s
Erector Set or beginning the
assembly of a new airplane
model. Well, it’s many years
later and we will celebrate
Christmas at my son Michael’s
place in New York. Before I close,
I want to wish Dean Saluti and
his wife Margie Cahn happy
birthday, as both were born
during Christmas week. And,
to all of you that identify with
the Italian traditions of Nanna
and Babbononno, I wish a safe
and happy BOUN NATALE from
the Christoforo family for 2025.
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after December 29, 2025
by public or private sale to satisfy a
lien for towing, storage, and all other
fees due.

2013 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
Vin #1C4ARJFAGXDC633239
2007 FORD FOCUS
Vin #1FAHP37N17W260938
2007 HARLEY DAVIDSON
SPORTSTER 1200
Vin #1HD1CT3107K415009
2012 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
Vin #5NPDH4AE2CH123835
Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info @todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 12/05, 12/12, 12/19/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI25D2482DR

DIVORCE SUMMONS BY
PUBLICATION AND MAILING

PATRICIA B. DUTRA
V.

S.
GLEISMAR X. DUTRA

To the Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for Divorce
requesting that the Court grant a divorce for
Irretrievable Breakdown

The Complaint is on file at the Court.

An Automatic Restraining Order has been
entered in this matter preventing you from
taking any action which would negatively
impact the current financial status of either
party. SEE Supplemental Probate Court
Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and required to
serve upon: Patricia B. Dutra, 69 Raymond
Marchetti St., Ashland, MA 01721 your
answer, if any, on or before January 15, 2026.
If you fail to do so, the court will proceed to the
hearing and adjudication of this action. You
are also required to file a copy of your answer,
if any, in the office of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 04, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 12/19/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0801CA
In the Matter of
ELIZABETH HUBERLIE HALE

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has
been filed by Elizabeth Huberlie Hale of
Somerville, MA requesting that the court enter
a Decree changing their name to: Elizabeth
Hale Kurban.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return
day of January 05, 2026. This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance if you object to this
proceeding.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court
Date: December 08, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run Date: 12/19/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C1188CA
In the Matter of
Pascal Kasongo Kalemba
CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change Name of Adult has
been filed by Pascal Kasongo Kalemba of
Lowell, MA requesting that the court enter
a Decree changing their name to: Silence
Kalemba.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return
day of January 05, 2026. This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance if you object to this
proceeding.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO0,
First Justice of this Court
Date: December 08, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run Date: 12/19/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI25P5656GD

NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment of
Guardian of a Minor

In the interests of
MATTEO G. NARDELLA
of Melrose, MA
Minor

NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a Petition
for Appointment of Guardian of a Minor filed
on 10/20/2025 by
Cristina Carroga of Melrose, MA
will be held 01/15/2026 11:00 AM
Guardianship of Minor Hearing
Located 10-U Commerce Way

Woburn, MA 01801
Courtroom 2

. Response to Petition: You may respond
by filing a written response to the Petition
or by appearing in person at the hearing.

If you choose to file a written response, you
need to:
File the original with the Court; and
Mail a copy to all interested parties at least
five (5) business days before the hearing.

. Counsel for the Minor: The minor (or an
adult on behalf of the minor) has the right
to request that counsel be appointed for the
minor.

. Counsel for Parents: If you are a parent

of the minor child who is the subject of this

proceeding you have a right to be represented
by an attorney. If you want an attorney and
cannot afford to pay for one and if you give
proof that you are indigent, an attorney will be
assigned to you. Your request for an attorney
should be made immediately by filling out the

Application of Appointment of Counsel form.

Submit the application form in person or by

mail at the court location where your case is

going to be heard.

Presence of the Minor at Hearing: A minor

over age 14 has the right to be present at any

hearing, unless the Court finds that it is not
in the minor’s best interests.

Date: December 9, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 12/19/2025
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ATTENTION

ATTORNEYS

The POST-GAZETTE
newspaper is a paper
of general circulation.
We are qualified to
accept legal notices
from any court in each
town that we serve.

For information on placing a
Legal Notice in the
POST-GAZETTE

please email
postgazette @aol.com
call (617) 227-8929, or mail
notice to:

POST-GAZETTE

P.0. BOX 130135
BOSTON, MA 02113

Attn: Legal Notices

EXTRA Innings

by Sal Giarratani
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Jeff Kent
The latest Contemporary Era
inductee voted into Baseball’s

Hall of Fame is Jeff Kent. He
made his debut in 1992 with
the Jays and was traded to
the Mets that season for David
Cone who helped Toronto win
the World Series. He was a solid
hitter for the Mets and was sent
to the Indians at the 1996 trade
deadline, then to the giants at
season’s end.

In 2000, he won the NL MVP
batting fourth behind Barry

Bonds. Kent Finished his career
with 377 home runs, 560 dou-
bles, 1,118 RBI and the 1,320
runs scored as a second base-
man are a record.

Speaking of Rocket Man

Roger Clemens

Once again, Roger Clemens
was denied entrance into
Cooperstown, I think for the
12th time now just like Barry
Bonds. Clemens’s career
spanned 24 seasons from 1984
-2007 and included 11 All-Star
selections, seven ERS titles, two
Triple Crowns and the AL MVP
in 1986.

He was 354-184 with a 3.12
ERA, won seven Cy Youngs and
played the first 13 seasons of
his career for the Boston Red
Sox where he posted 192 wins
tying him with Cy Young for

most Red Sox wins by a start-
ing pitcher.
If Only His
Boston Stats Counted,
I’d Put Him into the
Hall of Fame

In his 13 seasons pitching,
he tied Cy Young for most
wins by a baseball pitcher.
He led the league five times
with the Boston Red Sox. He
was 192-111 with a sub-3.00
ERA. He led the league in ERA
four times, led the league in
wins four times, and had two
20-plus game seasons. Between
1984 -96, he was the very best,
excluding his final four seasons
before getting traded to the Blue
Jays after going only 40-39
where he seemed to turn into
Superman.

If T had the chance to vote for
Clemens into the HOF, I prob-
ably would if you just counted
those first 13 seasons. No con-
troversy, no P.E.D. accusations.
His 192-11 record with the Sox
would make him worthy of Hall
staff in my humble opinion. He
was simply the best for his first
nine seasons.

Does anybody out there agree
with me, or disagree with me?
Let me know sal.giarratani@
gmail.com.

North End Athletic Association &
BCYF Nazzaro Center

INDOOR FUTSAL PROGRAM

With the 2026 World Cup
quickly approaching this sum-
mer — and Boston proudly
serving as a host city — there’s
no better time for our young
athletes to begin their own jour-
ney. That’s why the North End
Athletic Association (NEAA)
and BCYF Nazzaro Center
Director Marlo D’Anna are
thrilled to present The Road
to the World Cup Tournament,
a winter indoor futsal pro-
gram, happening right in the
heart of the North End!

Our 10-week season kicks
off on January 8th and runs

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI25D1838DR

DIVORCE SUMMONS BY
PUBLICATION AND MAILING

CRISTIAN BENTON MAGALHAES SILVA

Vs.
NIKOLAS GORDIAN

To the Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for Divorce
requesting that the Court grant a divorce for
Irretrievable Breakdown of the Marriage 1B.

The Complaint is on file at the Court.

An Automatic Restraining Order has been
entered in this matter preventing you from
taking any action which would negatively
impact the current financial status of either
party. SEE Supplemental Probate Court
Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon: Cristian Benton Magalhaes
Silva, 22 Franklin Street, Everett, MA 02149
your answer, if any, on or before January 19,
2026. If you fail to do so, the court will proceed
to the hearing and adjudication of this action.
You are also required to file a copy of your
answer, if any, in the office of the Register of
this Court.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 08, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 12/19/2025

through March 19th, with no
games during February school
vacation. All games will be
played on Thursday evenings
between 5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.,
with each team playing one
game per week. We'll open with
one exciting week of practice
and evaluations to form bal-
anced, competitive teams. Then
the real journey begins: eight
high-energy weeks of World Cup
play. On the final week of the
program, we will have The Road
to the World Cup Final, where
the two highest-ranked country
teams based on regular-season
standings will square off for the
World Cup trophy. The game
will be followed by an Awards
Ceremony for all participants.
We’re accepting up to 60 play-
ers (and will form 6 teams total).

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after January 12, 2026
by public or private sale to satisfy a
lien for towing, storage, and all other
fees due.

2011 TOYOTA RAV4
Vin #JTMRK4DV9B5105835
2013 CHEVROLET CAMARO
Vin #2G1FA1E34D9170480
2024 YAMAHA YZF-R3
Vin #MH3RH18Y9RK015129
2006 CHEVROLET EXPRESS
Vin #1GCGG25V861248395
2005 HONDA ODYSSEY
Vin #5FNRL38675B412823
2013 JEEP WRANGLER
Vin #1C4AJWAG3DL514526
2020 FORD F150
Vin #1FTEW1E48LFA94054
Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info @todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 12/19, 12/26/2025, 01/02/2026

Boys and girls of all skill levels
ages 7-10 (age as of 12/31/25
— no exceptions) are welcome.
Each team will represent a dif-
ferent country and be provided
with a World Cup country team
jersey. Sean Drummy and Jose
Truzman from the NEAA’s fall
season Boston Falcons will
organize the tournament.
Registration for the Road to
the World Cup program is com-
pletely FREE. All practices and
games will take place at: BCYF
Nazzaro Center — 30 North
Bennet Street
Register your child at:
https://www.neaasports.org/
neaa-futsal DEADLINE TO
REGISTER IS 12/26/25.
Parents: If you are inter-
ested in coaching a team
please email Sean and/or
Jose: seandrummyl@gmail.
com, jtruzl@gmail.com Coaches
will need to pass a CORI Check.
We can’t wait to kick off
this thrilling Road to the
World Cup adventure with our
North End families. See you in
January!

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after January 05, 2026
by public or private sale to satisfy a
lien for towing, storage, and all other
fees due.

2024 FENGYUAN JIGGER
Vin #HODTAEF21RX067581

2013 NISSAN ALTIMA
Vin #1N4AL3AP7DC114144
2008 BMW 335i
Vin #WBAWB73518P156391
Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info @todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 12/12, 12/19, 12/26/2025
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— — WITH BOBBY FRANKLIN

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle.
But | heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight —

“Happy Christmasto all, and to all a good night!”
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ROBERT “TED” TOMASONE, President

Serving the Community for Over 60 Years!
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HOOPS and HOCKEY

IN THE HUB
by Richard Preiss

THERE IS AN ADDITIONAL REASON THAT CELTICS COACH
JOE MAZZULLA IS CELEBRATING THIS SPECIAL SEASON — As
the world pauses (hopefully) after all the hectic shopping to observe
Christmas, Celtics coach Joe Mazzulla recently revealed he has an
additional objective going forward with his life — a desire to become
a permanent deacon in the Roman Catholic Church.

This would be a formal step within the Church that would re-
quire entering and completing a four-year course of study plus an
internship in a parish that would eventually lead to his ordination
as a permanent deacon.

As we wrote about coach Mazzulla’s devout practices in a column
published during the Easter season last spring, this step would
formalize his commitment in a very special way. Upon becoming a
permanent deacon, he could assist priests at Mass, preach homilies
and have formal roles at weddings and funerals. However, deacons
are not eligible to celebrate Mass or hear sacramental confessions.

It would be a major step in the life of the Celtics coach who is now
in his fourth season as the bench boss of the Celtics.

The Celtics have already won an NBA championship (2024) with
him as their head coach and are looking forward to having him
guide the team for several years.

It was reported this past summer that Mazzulla has been rewarded
with a new contract covering a four-year span and paying him
around $11 million annually, a healthy increase from his previous
compensation of approximately $4.7 million per year.

However, while the coach has no intention of leaving a career in
basketball, he is definitely looking in additional directions to fulfill
his purpose in life.

“I've just become eligible to become a deacon which is something
I have always wanted to do,” Mazzulla stated on a recent podcast.

According to the Archdiocese of Boston, there are numerous re-
quirements but two basic ones stand out: a prospective candidate
must be a Roman Catholic man (single or married) between the ages
of 35 and 65. A married candidate must be in a stable marriage of
at least eight to 10 years in length.

Mazzulla, who attends daily mass with his wife Camai, describes
his decision as one where he has been “wrestling with God.”

He cited the familiar bible passage where a rich man who lived in
an ornate setting ignored the beggar who sat in rags just outside
the property. Eventually both passed on with the wealthy person
condemned to an eternity of torment for his refusal to share his
blessings while the beggar enjoyed an eternity in paradise.

“I think winning has been scarier for me because I have been
wrestling with God,” said Mazzulla on the podcast. Like, do I get
greedy and want more? How do you find the space for wanting more
yet being grateful for what God has given you? My biggest fear is
that 10 years from now I wake up and I am the rich ruler. And life
has passed me by. And I am not willing to give up my treasure on
this earth because [ have given everything [ have to a worldliness.”

Continuing on in the podcast Mazzulla reflected on additional
aspects concerning his journey of faith. “If we all look at our life as
a testimony, I think there are two different types. I think God puts
people into your life for particular moments. Whether it is one day,
one year or three to five years. And so how can you impact that
person with the time you have with that person?

Joe and Camai met in 2011 while both were working at Glenville
State College in West Virginia-he as an assistant with the men’s
basketball team and she as the head coach of the women’s volleyball
team. They were married in 2014 and have two children.

Mazzulla joined the Celtics organization as an assistant with the
Maine Red Claws (now Maine Celtics). After one season (2016-2017)
he returned to West Virginia to become head coach at Fairmont
State University. After two seasons he became an assistant with
Boston in 2019 and was elevated to head coach just prior to the
start of the 2022-2023 season.

As we wrote last spring, coach Mazzulla engages in a personal
ritual before home games-walking the perimeter of the parquet floor
while reciting the rosary on a set of beads made out of the wood
that was part of the court in the original Garden.

But there was one occasion where his walk came later and he
was not alone: the night in 2024 when the Celtics defeated Dallas
to capture the NBA title and Banner 18.

“It is 3:20 a.m. and Joe Mazzulla and his wife are holding hands,
walking around the parquet,” wrote reporter Andrew Callahan on X
(formerly Twitter). “They have done a few laps already. Mazzulla is
pointing to a few places around the arena, soaking it all in.”

Mazzulla has also seen a few places connected to his faith-sites
mentioned in the bible. He has been to biblical locations twice.

“Most people go to Disney World or whatever. But I think the
Holy Land is the most important place to go back to and recenter
yourself.”

On his first trip Mazzulla recalled “we stopped right along this
mountain side in the Kidron Valley and you could see a path be-
tween the mountains. The only way Jesus could have gotten from
Jericho to Jerusalem was through that valley.”

Coach Mazzulla has relied on support for his journey in faith from
Rev. Marcel Taillon, a priest he has known since his days as an
eighth-grade student in Rhode Island. Father Taillon was also the
chaplain at Bishop Hendricken High School when Mazzulla was a
student there from 2002 to 2006.

Perhaps Mazzulla’s best-known comment concerning his faith
came in November of 2022 when Prince William and Princess Kate
of Great Britain took in a Celtics game - seated just steps away
from the Boston bench.

Asked in a press conference if he had met the members of “the
royal family,” Mazzulla said that he had not, stating that to him
there was only one royal family-Jesus, Mary and Joseph, MAY
YOU, YOUR FAMILY AND YOUR FRIENDS HAVE A HAPPY AND
HOLY CHRISTMAS AND MAY THE BLESSINGS OF THIS SPECIAL
SEASON EXTEND TO EVERYONE THROUGHOUT 2026.



