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News Briefs
by Sal Giarratani

BOSTON
Primary Election

Tuesday, September 9, 2025

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu 
made it crystal clear at a city 
hall press conference last week 
that she has no intention of 
backing down to the Trump 
Administration’s federal order 
to begin dismantling sanctuary 
protections for illegal immi-
grants. Supported by a large 
crowd of supporters, commu-
nity leaders, and other elected 
officials aligning themselves 
with the city’s local immigra-
tion protections from federal 
mass deportation efforts, Wu 
acknowledged she had met 
the deadline imposed for her 
by U.S. Attorney General Pam 
Bondi, for her response to a 
Department of Justice letter, 
but that her cooperation ended 
there.

“We’re here today because 
last week Boston received a let-
ter from the Attorney General 
of the United States on official 
letterhead from the Federal 
Government, threatening to 
prosecute city officials and 
withhold federal funds unless 
we cooperate with carrying 
out mass deportations. The 
U.S. Attorney General asked 
for a response today, so here 
it is. Stop attacking our cities 
to hide your administration’s 
failures. Unlike the Trump 
Administration, Boston follows 
the law, and Boston will not 

Mayor Wu Stands Firm
in Face of Trump Administration Deadline

Federal Government Threatens to
Flood Boston with ICE Agents

by Patti Sartori

back down from who we are or 
what we stand for. We will not 
back away from our community 
that has made us the safest city 
in the country,” Wu stated at 
the press conference.

Wu was accused by Attorney 
General Pam Bondi of violating 
federal law due to the Boston 
Trust Act, which limits local 
cooperation with federal immi-
gration authorities, writing 
“For too long, so-called sanctu-
ary jurisdiction policies have 
undermined this necessary 
cooperation and obstructed fed-
eral immigration enforcement, 
giving illegal aliens cover to  
perpetrate crimes in our com-
munities and evade the immi-
gration consequences that 
federal law requires. This ends 
now.” Wu in turn pushed back 
at the Trump administrations 
“false and continuous” attacks 
on Boston and other cities, 
including efforts to slash fed-
eral funding and deploying 
the national guard as unprec-
edented and unlawful. “We 
also stand with those cities 
as they sue over his abuse 
of power. We are prepared to 
stand up for our city’s rights. 
These attacks all come back 
to a common aim: The Trump 
administration seeks to divide, 
isolate and intimidate our cities 
and make Americans fearful of 

one another. Boston will never 
back down from being a bea-
con of freedom and a home for 
everyone,” Wu wrote in a formal 
written response to Bondi.

Acting ICE Director Todd 
Lyons threatened to “flood” 
Boston with U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) agents in response to 
Mayor Wu’s refusal to dismantle 
the city’s sanctuary protec-
tions, as recently ordered by 
the Trump Administration. 
Speaking the other day on The 
Howie Carr Show, Lyons stated 
ICE is “going to keep making 
Boston safe, as she’s failing to 
do so with sanctuary policies. 
We did the Operation Patriot in 
March which yielded over 1,000 
arrests, and now you’re going 
to see more ICE agents come 
to Boston to make sure that we 
take these public threats out 
that she wants back in the com-
munities. We’re going to keep 
making America safe.” Lyons 
went on to add, “We’re definitely 
going to flood the zone, espe-
cially in sanctuary jurisdictions. 
Boston and Massachusetts 
decided to say that they wanted 
to stay sanctuary. It does not 
mean safer streets. It means 
more criminal aliens out and 
about the neighborhood. But 
100% you will see a larger ICE 
presence.”

T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s 
Supreme Court ruled that 
burning the American flag 
was protected by the First 
Amendment in 1989. Two 
Supreme Court Cases, Texas 
vs. Johnson in 1989 and U.S. 
v. Eichman the following year, 
ruled that incinerating the 
American Flag was a consti-
tutionally protected act of free 
speech.

The late conservative Justice 
Antonin Scalia sided both times with a 5-4 
majority in those opinions. “If it were up to me,  
I would put in jail every sandal-wearing, scruffy-
bearded weirdo who burns the American Flag. 
But I am not King.”

In a rare act of pushback from the conservative 
sector, President Trump’s new executive order 
cracking down on flag burning and threatening 
up to a year in prison for violators, was slammed 
as “garbage” by one conservative commentator 
and “unconstitutional” by others.

The executive order directs the U.S. Attorney 

Burning the American Flag
Just Because You Can, Doesn’t Mean You Should …

by Patti Sartori

General Pam Bondi to prosecute violations of 
laws involving flag desecration and to pur-

sue litigation that would clarify the 
scope of the First Amendment as it 

relates to flag desecration, and 
additionally directs Bondi to 
refer flag desecration cases 
that violate state and local 

laws to appropriate local 
authorities.

The order comes 
af ter  months of 

protesters burning 
American flags at anti-Israel and anti-ICE 

demonstrations. In a surprising turn of events, 
Trump received harsh criticism from fellow con-
servatives and social media, with conservatives 
defending flag burning as a First Amendment 
right.

“Banning flag burning is absurd. It’s anti- 
free speech and peak snowflake behavior. I  
would never burn the American flag because 
of what it symbolizes to me. But the act of  

(Continued on Page 11)

Holocaust Remark “Too Far”
Texas State Rep. Jolanda Jones, D-Texas, has 

apologized for comparing GOP strategy to redrawing 
congressional maps to the genocide of Jewish people 
during the Holocaust. She was one of 50 Democrat 
state legislators who fled the state over a redistricting 
proposal that could add five additional Republicans to 
the state’s U.S. House seats. She later retracted the 
Holocaust analogy.

President Trump’s Rock Playlist
Recently, President Trump played DJ at the new 

White House patio, blaring out tunes like “Whiter 
Shade of Pale” by Procol Harum and “Are You 
Lonesome Tonight?” by Elvis as reporters looked on. 
White House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt also 
threw in a few more oldies Trump loves, including 
“You Are So Beautiful” by Joe Cocker and Pavarotti’s 
“Nessun Dorma.” He seems like a baby boomer loving 
the music of his generation.

End Quote
“Acting in Star Wars, I felt like a raisin in a giant 

fruit salad, and I didn’t even know who the canta-
loupes were.”

— Actor Mark Hamill



PAGE 2 POST-GAZETTE, AUGUST 29, 2025

Photo Submission Guidelines
Photos submitted for publication should have 
a minimum resolution of 150 dpi (or ppi), 
300 dpi for best results. Photos taken with 
camera phones are typically only 72 dpi 
and will be too grainy to print. If taking 
photos for a submission, please use a
digital camera. If supplying existing photos, 
please submit a high-quality print 
for scanning.

Funeral and Cremation Service

.

Funeral Directors
Dino C. Manca   &     Peter J. Bruno 

FREE NOTARY SERVICE AVAILABLE
A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 178 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720. 508-676-2454

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720. 508-676-2454

NEPTUNE
Neptunus or Neptune was a 

god of the sea and the Roman 
counterpart to Poseidon. Salacia, 
his wife, was worshiped as a god-
dess of salt water. The worship 
of Neptune appears to have been 
influenced through the Sibylline 
Books that have often been men-
tioned in Roman history. These 
books started as a collection of 
oral expressions dating back to 
600 B.C. According to legend, 
there were originally nine books 
that were offered to the Roman 
King Tarquinius Superbus at an 
exorbitant price by the Cumaean 
Sibyl. When the king refused to 
pay the price, she burned six of 
the books. The king then pur-
chased the remaining three at 
the original price.

For those persons who are not 
familiar with the name “Sibyl,” I 
might add that it identified the 
female counterpart to a prophet. 
The ancient City of Cumae, 
Sicily, was named in honor of 
the Cumaean Sibyl, one of the 
ten or twelve most famous of 
these prophetesses. Roman 
mythology placed her abode in 
a cavern below the acropolis in 
that city. In her youth, Cumaea 
was loved by Apollo, who later 
granted her as many years of life 
as the grains of sand that she 
held in her hand. She accepted, 
but forgot to request the youth to 
go along with her years. She was 

Michelangelo: The Cumaean 
Sibyl

also thought of as the Sibyl of the 
Roman Catholic Church whose 
strength, age, wisdom, and 
resistance to false gods she so 
grandly embodies. The famous 
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel 
at the Vatican in Rome shows 
Cumaea, in addition to four 
other sibyls; Libica, Delphica, 
Erythraea, and Persica. Here, 
Cumaea is shown hoary with 
age in a manner that only the 
great master Michelangelo could 
portray. Also, he shows her 
holding two books which are 
thought to be the Old and the 
New Testaments.

The identification of Neptune 
goes back to the “Laetisterniium” 
festival, which started about 400 

For decades, the traditional 
path to success was thought 
to be High School gradua-
tion, attend a four-year college 
and secure a well-paying job. 
Sounds simple … While higher 
education has indeed opened 
doors for many, the “one size  
fits all” omits the role of voca-
tional and trade schools in 
shaping skilled labor, strength-
ening our economy, and offering 
young people a much-needed 
alternative to heavy student 
debt.

Across America, employers 
are struggling to find qual-
ified workers in industries 
such as construction, health-
care, electrical and plumbing, 
among others. These are core 
trades that keep society moving. 
Vocational and trade schools 
can directly address the skills 

The Need for Vocational and Trade Schools
is Growing Stronger in Today’s Economy

by Patti Sartori
gap by preparing students with 
hands on training and certifi-
cation, immediately propelling 
them into the work force.

The cost of college tuition  
continues to rise each year,  
leaving many graduates with tens  
of thousands of dollars in 
debt. In comparison, voca-
tional schools typically require 
shorter programs at a fraction 
of the cost. Students enter 
the workforce quicker, earn a 
solid income, and often gradu-
ate debt-free. For families who  
cannot afford the burden of a 
four-year degree or may not 
want the financial burden, 
trade schools can offer a path to 
financial independence without 
taking on long-term financial 
strain.

Vocational and trade schools 
focus on practical, real-world 

training. A plumber, welder, 
medical technician, or electri-
cian begins a career with a job 
ready skill set. These careers 
also offer job security, with 
many of these trades not eas-
ily automated or outsourced, 
keeping them vital in the ever-
changing economy.

Society tends to place a higher 
value on white-collar profes-
sions rather than blue-collar 
trades, but in actuality, both 
are vital. Vocational education 
is by no means a lesser option, 
but rather it is a very valuable 
path to success. By investing 
in trade schools and encourag-
ing students to consider them, 
communities ensure that these 
industries are respected and 
sustained.

As America deals with new 
challenges, aging infrastruc-
ture, changing economy, and 
other issues, the need for skilled 
tradespeople and the expansion 
of vocational education can 
provide opportunities of the 
younger generation, prepare 
workers seeking new careers, 
and strengthen the foundation 
of the American workforce.

Vocational and trade schools 
are not just an alternative to 
college, but instead they are a 
vital part of economic growth 
and social mobility for many. 
Supporting and investing in 
them means building a future 
where opportunity is within 
reach, diverse career paths are 
encouraged and every young 
person is given the opportunity 
to succeed on their terms.

B.C. The root of this name is 
in the Latin “lectus” for bed or 
couch. Lectisternium is identi-
fied as a ritual or feast where 
the image of a particular god was 
set on a couch, and this couch 
was placed near the dining 
table. Remembering that formal 
dining in ancient Roman times  
was in the reclining position, we 
can now understand that this 
was a festival wherein a selected 
god was invited to dine with his 
mortal worshippers.

Like Poseidon, Neptune was 
also worshiped as a god of the 
equestrians, and as such, a 
temple in his honor was erected 
in the Circus Flaminius some-
time around 200 B.C. Marcus 
Agrippa, a Roman general, son-
in-law to Augustus, and builder 
of the Pantheon, also built a 
temple to Neptune in honor 
of his naval victory over Marc 
Antony and Cleopatra at Actium. 
This was one of the most deci-
sive battles in the history of the 
ancient world, since its outcome 
determined the lordship of the 
Roman Empire.

The ancient Romans also 
worshiped “Portunus,” a god of 
the harbors. A special priest in 
Rome sacrificed to him during 
the “Portunalia,” a festival to this 
god, which was held annually in 
the month of August.

NEXT WEEK: Hestia

The obvious goal of new rodent 
killing technology presently 
being used and tested under 
Boston city streets is to reduce 
the current rat population. So 
far it seems to be working. In 
sewers along Hanover Street, 
in Boston’s densely populated 
North End neighborhood, 27 
mechanical sewer traps were 
installed underneath manholes 
resulting in approximately 60 
rat kills in 60 days.

Some of the mechanical traps 
have been installed more than 
25 feet below ground.

While it’s the first major 
deployment of this new technol-
ogy in the United States, the 
smart digital technology being 
used in some European coun-
tries, sends a communication 
signal via Bluetooth every time 
a rat perishes. Jeff Weisberg, 
with A1 Exterminators, was 
selected by the City of Boston 
for the pilot program involv-
ing the North End sewer traps. 
“The rodents basically have no 
way to get by the trap. When 
they go in, they have to trigger 
them. It comes through an app 
on our phone, which we can 
see in real time activity. The 
brick line, low-flow sewers in 
the North End are conducive 
for rat burrowing, nesting and 
traveling.” Weisberg believes 
the traps could be beneficial in 
other Boston neighborhoods. 
“This is a way to document, 
not just the visual findings and 
guessing. This is hard data on 
what’s active and where. We 
know within 60 seconds of a 
kill.”

A1 Exterminators will also 
work with the city to install 
new surface traps in Chinatown 

in September. Those surface 
traps are equipped with a CO2 

cylinder that fires a non-toxic 
poison, For the very first time, 
the city is now measuring the 
rodent population itself with 
more than 250 censors installed 
throughout the city.

Boston Inspectional Services 
Commissioner Tania Del Rio 
stated, “We are currently in the 
middle of trying to understand 
what our baseline is, how many 
rodents are we actually seeing 
at these hotspots. Now we need 
to collect four weeks of really 
clean data to understand what 
our baseline is.” Del Rio believes 
the data will lead to a few new 
neighborhood interventions in 
the coming months using addi-
tional high-tech tools. “We’re 
really excited about our new 
burrow RX machines, they 
utilize carbon dioxide which 
actually smokes the burrows,” 
emphasizing the city cannot 
exterminate its way out of this 
issue, “The more the rat has to 
eat, the more they can repro-
duce, and they can reproduce 
very quickly.”

Boston’s Rodent Action Plan 
involves ongoing input from 
neighbors throughout the city, 
especially given the increase 
in 311 rat sighting complaints 
have increased this summer, 
including during daylight 
hours. “I just had one run over 
my foot on trash day. They’re 
huge,” said one North End resi-
dent. Many complaints center 
around trash bags being placed 
out the night before pick up, 
rather than containerized. The 
City of Boston will continue to 
collect feedback from neighbors 
through community meetings. 

New Rodent Killing Technology
Tested in Boston

PLEASE JOIN US AT
EAST BOSTON’S ANNUAL

SEPTEMBER 11TH MEMORIAL SERVICE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2025

1:00 PM
AT PIERS PARK,

MARGINAL STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA

Join us to Remember those that Perished
and Honor our First Responders
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Sylvia (D’Amore) Echlov, age 93, of 
Derry, N.H., a former North End 

resident, passed away on 
Monday, August 18, 2025.

Sylvia was predeceased 
by her daughter Maria 
Rivera and her husband, 
Irving Echlov. 

Sylvia was born and 
raised in the North End, 
before marrying her 
first husband Bernard 

Rivera and raising their 
children, Jack and Maria 

there. She later married 
Irving and moved to Florida to 

retire. She volunteered in the 
community Medical Vans in Southern Florida. She enjoyed Italian 
cooking, sewing and loved being with her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren whenever possible. Sylvia was a Licensed Practical 
Nurse graduate of Brigham and Women’s Hospital.

Sylvia is survived by her Son, Jack Rivera and daughter-in-law, 
Sheryl of Derry, N.H. Sylvia is survived by her grandsons Nicholas 
Rivera of Boston, Jason Rivera of Derry, N.H., and their spouses 
and four great-grandchildren, Charlie Belle, Ella Rose, Mariana 
Adaline & Mia Jade and several Nieces and Nephews. 

A memorial service was held in the J.S. Waterman Langone 
Chapel, 580 Commercial Street, Boston, MA.

Donations can be made in Sylvia’s name to your favorite animal 
shelter.

Sylvia (D’Amore) Echlov 

Angela Puccia Orsini, 92, 
Edgewater, MD, passed 
away two days after hip 
replacement surgery, on 
Saturday, July 26, 2025, 
listening to Pavarotti with her 
daughters by her side.

The daughter of Sicilian 
immigrants, Angela was born 
on May 21, 1933, in the 
North End of Boston. She 
and her parents, 3 siblings, 
and her Nonna, lived on 
Salem Street, where they enjoyed a close-
knit community of friends and extended 
family. Angela treasured her memories of 
Italian Christmases and Sunday dinners of 
homemade pasta and “gravy.” She was fiercely 
proud of her Italian heritage. 

In addition to her parents, Philip and 
Anna Puccia, she was predeceased by her 
sisters and brothers-in-law: Phyllis Bocchino 
(Bookie) and Josephine Pantano (Paul). Angela 
adored and is survived by her daughters, 
Nina Orsini (former husband Steve Joyce), 
NickiAnn LaBriola (Tom), as well as her 
grandchildren Kristen Joyce Luria (Jake), 
Kara Joyce (Ripley), Michael LaBriola (Brooke) 
and Tommy LaBriola (Stephani). For the 
past year, her life was filled with additional 
joy from her great granddaughter, Madelynn 
Rose LaBriola. Angela is also survived by her 
beloved brother, Philip, and sister-in-law, 
Arleen, and countless nieces and nephews, 
on both the Puccia and Orsini sides. 

Angela graduated from Girls’ High School 
in 1950. She met her future husband, Nick 
Orsini, a Captain in the US Air Force, at 
an Officer’s Club dance in 1958. They were 
married in 1959 at St. Leonard’s Catholic 
Church in Boston. They moved immediately to 
Modesto, CA and Nina was born in April 1960. 
Angela was so homesick, missing Boston, her 
family, and their Italian feasts! They moved 
to Alexandria VA and NickiAnn was born in 
June 1962. 

Angela was the quintessential military wife. 
She was a devoted, stay-at-home mom, as 

they moved from California 
to Virginia to Fort Devens, MA 
to Oslo, Norway, to Hanscom 
Field AFB in Bedford, MA, and 
finally settled in Annandale, 
VA in 1972. She was poised, 
well-dressed, stylish (known 
for her hats!), articulate, 
e loquent,  and fr iendly. 
Angela enjoyed dramatics 
and belonged to a drama 
club in High School and 
Toastmasters later in life. 

She was a devout Catholic and was a regular 
lector at Holy Family Catholic Church, which 
was very important to her. She loved to 
cook and feed people, and her family always 
looked forward to the 7-course Christmas 
feast, including her homemade fettucine and 
biscotti. 

Angela and Nick divorced in 1976 and over 
time, enjoyed a better relationship as friends. 
Angela moved to Edgewater MD in 2000. 
She was a helper by nature and spent much 
of her free time helping her daughters and 
babysitting. She adored her grandchildren 
and being called “Grammie” by them and 
their friends. 

She was an executive secretary for a partner 
at Coopers and Lybrand, a big-8 accounting 
firm, and then worked into her mid-70s as 
an administrative assistant at McDermott, 
Will and Emery law firm, both located in 
Washington D.C., and she made many “bus 
friends” on her commute. She also has Red 
Hat friends, neighborhood friends, book 
club friends, and church friends. She kept 
her friends and family laughing, and she so 
enjoyed conversation over a glass of Prosecco 
or Pinot Grigio. 

If you would like to honor Angela’s memory 
in the form of a donation, she herself donated 
to Holy Family Catholic Church and Saint 
Leonard Church Boston and Wounded 
Warrior Project.

Angela was interred at St. James Parish 
Cemetery in Lothian, Maryland on August 12, 
2025.

Gaetano Guccione, 
President of  the Sicilian 
Association of  Greater 
Boston, lost his beloved 
w i f e  o f  6 5  y e a r s , 
Giuseppina Guccione, 
on February 4, 2025. In 
loving memory of  his 
spouse, he shared the 
following thoughts on her 
remarkable life. 

Guiseppina Guccione 
was a loving soul, she was 
born in the tumultuous 
times of  World War II 
in Italy, she learned early 
the value of  family and 
community. She endured 
many difficult hardships, which didn’t 
harden her heart; instead, it cultivated a 
deep well of  compassion that she would 
draw from throughout her life. This love 
extended far beyond her immediate family. 
Giuseppina opened her heart and home, 
raising not only her own children but also 
members of  her extended family. Her 
capacity for love seemed limitless, always 
ready to lend a helping hand or offer 
words of  encouragement. She became 
a pillar of  support in our community, 

using her connections 
and compassion to help 
countless individuals find 
work and build better lives 
for themselves.

G i u s e p p i n a  w a s 
enchanting, those who 
knew her can attest to the 
way she could light up a 
room simply by entering it. 
Her magnetic presence and 
“solare” personality drew 
people to her. Giuseppina 
found joy in the simple 
pleasures of  life — in 
music, in dance, in shared 
meals with friends and 
family. She was also a true 

power of  nature, a force to be reckoned 
with in the best possible way. Her strength 
wasn’t loud or imposing; it was a quiet 
resilience, a steadfast determination that 
saw her through life’s greatest challenges. 
She did good throughout her life — loving 
unconditionally, enchanting us with her zest 
for life, and standing strong as a pillar of  
support for her family and community. Her 
light may have left this earth, but it continues 
to shine brightly in the lives of  all those she 
touched.

My family and I are eternally grateful for the time we had with her,
for the love she shared so freely, and for the example she set of  a life well-lived.
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L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore
September’s Seasonal Rhythm

by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz THINKING
by Sal Giarratani
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Don’t They?
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Lately, I have been paying 
special attention to the trees 
in my backyard. If I look at the 
leaves closely enough, I can 
detect the slightly perceptible 
hues of fall — crisp reds and 
golden yellows tickling the 
borders of still-green fronds. 
Small breezes lift a few orange 
leaves and blow them gently to 
the ground as they swirl around 
like tops. These sights, both the 
delicate colors and the falling of 
the leaves, are reminders that 
autumn is here, the season 
of cooler weather and harvest 
and the rhythms of nature. 
The month of September starts 
this wonderful season, bringing 
with it the smell of juicy apples 
and the purring motors of big 
yellow school buses. The begin-
ning of September is always 
a very busy time for me, as it 
coincides with the commence-
ment of the school year and all 
of the preparations that that 
entails. Nevertheless, when I 
stop to pause and really think 
about September, I feel a rise of 
excitement bubbling inside me. 
This is a month full of rustic 
holidays and old-country prov-
erbs that highlight September’s 
prominence as a seasonal turn-
ing point.

The first September holiday 
to occur in America is Labor 
Day, falling on September 1st 

this year. A festival honoring 
the contributions of working 
people, Labor Day also signifies 

the unofficial end of summer, 
as many schools return to 
their sessions after this long 
weekend. As such, Labor Day 
is often celebrated with a pic-
nic or barbecue, and this year 
I will add to the food tradition 
by baking a sparkling apple 
cider pound cake or an apple-
cream cheese crisp to honor the 
seasonal flavors of this month. 
Over in Italy, September heralds 
a flurry of feasts and activities 
that will last until the holiday 
season in the winter. It begins 
in a regal fashion, with Venice’s 
Regatta Storica occurring on 
the first Sunday of the month. 
In this renowned boat race, 
a parade of elegant gondolas 
introduces an intense compe-
tition where skilled rowers in 
various different categories vie 
for first place. This event has a 
royal pedigree, as it is modeled 
after the welcome procession 
given to the queen of Cyprus, 
Caterina Cornaro, when she 
returned to Venice in 1489. 
Later in the month, the people 
in Naples celebrate the feast day 
of Saint Gennaro on September 
19th, when spectators wait to 
see the mysterious liquefac-
tion of the saint’s blood, and 
then hold an eight-day party 
as stalls selling trinkets and 
candy line the streets. This 
holiday has become so popular 
that many Italian-American 
communities hold their own 
Festa di San Gennaro. Autumn 

intensifies around the fall equi-
nox, arriving on the 22nd of the 
month, after which the balance 
between daylight and night 
tips towards the edge of dark-
ness. Finally, the Feast of St. 
Michael the Archangel, or San 
Michele l’Arcangelo, closes out 
the month on September 29th. 
Also known as Michaelmas, 
this ancient feast features the 
autumnal themes of balance — 
the scales of St. Michael echo 
the equal hours of day and 
night during the equinox—and 
harvest, as ingredients like car-
rots and ginger are traditional 
on this day. 

For our Italian ancestors of 
yore, September meant col-
lecting the harvest, enjoying 
the bounty of the Earth, and 
preparing food for the winter. In 
this deeply agricultural society, 
proverbs reminded farmers to 
pay attention to the weather 
and their crops in order to 
ensure a successful harvest. 
Rain in September proved a 
mixed blessing. One proverb 
bluntly states that “La pioggia 
di settembre è veleno per l’uva,” 
meaning that September rain is 
like poison for grapes. However, 
another  proverb happi ly 
declares “A settembre pioggia 
e luna, è dei funghi la fortuna,” 
advising farmers that rain 
and moonlight made favorable 
conditions for collecting mush-
rooms, such as the delectable 
Italian truffles. Other dictums 
reflect the changing weather of 
the month, as summer turns to 
autumn. A delightful little ditty 
proclaims: “Aria settembrina 
fresco la sera e fresco la mat-
tina.” According to this proverb, 
September air is cool during 
both the evenings and the 
mornings. This axiom reminds 
me of the autumnal mist I 
often see rising above fields 
like lace on crisp mornings, or 
dark evenings huddled under a 
blanket and drinking a cup of 
apple cider. Italian truisms even 
mention the autumn equinox. 
“Di Settembre la notte col dì con-
tende” roughly translates that 
night competes with day during 
September, a reminder of the 
long winter evenings to come.

From holidays to proverbs, 
September is a month brim-
ming with great significance as 
a seasonal milestone. Whether 
you enjoy the changing foliage 
or admire the taste of a fresh 
apple, be sure to pause and be 
grateful for all that the autumn 
has to offer. For it is autumn 
that teaches us humility before 
the gifts of the Earth and an 
appreciation for the cycle of the 
year. Therefore, no matter how 
you desire to honor September, 
let us toast to a month full of 
bountiful blessings and new 
beginnings!

Happy September!

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz 
is a high school history teacher. 
She appreciates any comments 
and suggestions about Italian 
ho l idays and fo lk lore  a t 
adicenso89@gmail.com.
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After reading a Boston Bulletin 
news story on a recent public 
protest by progressives from 
Roslindale, West Roxbury, and 
Jamaica Plain at the West 
Roxbury Rotary by the police 
station, I felt the urge to throw 
my two cents into the subject of 
endless progressive protests vs. 
Trump, Trump, Trump.

Recently, President Trump 
by Executive Order took over 
the running of the Washington  
D.C. Police Department. Things 
seemed to be getting out of 
control and Trump said that 
something had to be done 
to bring some semblance of 
order back to the District of 
Columbia. It looked like the D.C. 
Metropolitan Police Department 
needed additional help. The 
National Guard was deployed 
to help restore order. That’s all. 

However, progressives as 
usual, see Trump bad all the 

time and this was just another 
attempt by the Bad Orange Man 
trying to steal democracy once 
again. According to a recent 
poll, 80 percent of the citizens 
of D.C. oppose Trump’s move. 
Yet for the first time in years, 
D.C. went seven straight days 
without a single murder, along 
with an 83 percent reported 
drop in carjackings.

Now we hear the fear-monger-
ing that Trump will start moving 
from city to city taking over the 
police departments everywhere. 
Too often progressives have a 
reflex answer for everything 
Trump does. He’s wrong.

Progressives need to stop 
spinning that broken record 
around and around, and work 
together with others to improve 
the condition of America. 
Everyone is not everyone else’s 
enemy. Bring back civil dis-
course again. 

The Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli Lodge #2183, Sons and 
Daughters of Italy of Wilmington and the Italian Heritage 
Month Committee are proud to announce the Fifteenth 
Annual Italian Heritage Golf Classic in celebration of October 
as Italian Heritage Month on Friday, October 10, 2025 at the 
Hillview Golf Course in North Reading. 

The committee invites you to participate in a great day 
of golf, food, and fun. As in the past, 100% of the proceeds 
from the golf classic will benefit the Alzheimer’s Association, 
Cooley’s Anemia Foundation, and the Italian Heritage 
Scholarship Fund. Over the last fourteen years, the tourna-
ment has raised more than $70,000! 

The entry fee per golfer is $150.00, which includes greens 
fee, golf cart, a player gift, driving range, continental break-
fast, hotdog, chips and soda at the turn and a luncheon 
buffet. Golfers may register individually or in teams of four; 
individual golfers will be placed on a team. Prizes will be 
given to the first, second and third place teams. There will 
be contests on the course, 50/50 raffles and a raffle table at 
the luncheon. Tickets are available for the luncheon only, at 
$40.00 per person. 

The tournament is a shotgun start and a scramble for-
mat. On the day of the tournament, registration begins at  
7:30 a.m., and tee time is at 9:00 a.m. If you are not a golfer 
and would like to support our charitable golf tournament, 
sponsorships are available. You may sponsor a hole for $100 
or a golf cart for $50 or provide a gift certificate that will 
enhance our raffle table. 

For further information on participating in the tourna-
ment, sponsorships or donating a gift to the raffle, please 
call Tournament Chairman Kevin Caira at 978-657-7734.

15thAnnual
Italian Heritage

Golf Classic
Hosted by the

Wilmington Sons and Daughters of Italy
in America

and the Italian Heritage Month Committee

The Post-Gazette
accepts memorials throughout the year. 

Please call
617-227-8929

Remember Your
Loved Ones
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Bricco
Boutique ItalianCuisine

241 Hanover St. • 617.248.6800

Maré
Seafood & Oyster Bar

223 Hanover St., 3 Mechanic St. • 617.723.MARE

Quattro
Grill, Rosticceria & Pizzeria
266 Hanover St. 617.720.0444

AquaPazza
Oyster Bar & Italian Kitchen

135 Richmond St. • 857-350-3105

Trattoria Il Panino
Boston’s 1st Original Trattoria
11 Parmenter St. • 617.720.1336

Assaggio
Positano Cuisine Restaurant • Lounge

29 Prince St. Boston • 617-865-1265

Umbria
Steakhouse & mia Roof Deck
250 Hanover St. • 617-868-1265 

Dolce
Italian Cafe with 33 Flavors of Tiramisu

272 Hanover St.

umbria
Italian steakhouse

& mia
              ROOF DECK

Lifelong North End resident Robert “Bobby” Dello 
Russo, Sr., was honored last weekend as the first-time 
recipient of the Community Impact Award. Bobby 
has spent his entire life in community service. He 
was the first president of the Nazzaro Community 
Center Council, a member of the North End Athletic 
Association (NEAA), serving as a coach and a men-
tor to many, and an employee of state government, 
where he was always willing to lend a helping hand 
to a constituent, friend or neighbor.

Looking on proudly as Bobby was feted with a 
multitude of well-deserved accolades, was his loving 
family, including his wife Maria, sons Michael and 
Robert, Jr., daughter Sabrina and three grandsons, 
Leonardo, Luciano and Lorenzo Dello Russo. The  
MC of the event was Marlo Imbergamo D’Anna, 
Director of the Nazzaro Community Center. Speaking 
on behalf of his parents, John and Patricia Romano, 
was their son John Romano, who offered deepest 
gratitude to Bobby for the support and friendship 
he has shown his parents and for being a mentor to 
not only each of them, but to so many throughout 
the community.

Alissa Passacantilli, President of the North End 
Youth Organization (NEYO) acknowledged Bobby  
for his leadership and dedication the youth of the 
community, especially the Nazzaro Community 
Center. She thanked him for laying a solid foundation 
for herself, Marlo and so many others to follow and 
hopes to keep his legacy alive for the next generation.

State Representative Aaron Michlewitz recognized 
there have been many great leaders who have come 
from the North End, but not many have worked 

harder or more consistently than Bobby has over the 
decades he was in public service. He quietly assisted 
and positively impacted countless lives. Michlewitz 
reminisced about the best part of his moving to Fleet 
Street many years ago, was getting to know Booby 
as the genuinely good soul he is. From Bobby he 
learned how to treat people, politics aside, and he is 
extremely proud to be “Bobby’s friend.”

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu was thankful for the 
invitation to be a part of this honor, commenting 
that Bobby’s dedication to public service is a model 
of leadership across the city. She also thanked him 
for taking the time years ago to meet with her, an 
unknown candidate for the Boston City Council. He 
stressed family and youth even back then. He has 
set a shining example for the current community 
leaders of today.

The day was also bittersweet for the North End 
community, as it was an opportunity to share memo-
ries of the Mirabella Pool, which will be closing for 
the next two years, during the construction of the 
new, state of the art Nazzaro Community Center 
and renovated pools and bath house. As Mayor Wu 
stated, “the impact of the construction will be well 
worth it upon completion of the new center, provid-
ing residents with the opportunity to make more 
memories.” Representative Michlewitz applauded 
Marlo Imbergamo D’Anna, the Nazzaro Community 
Center Director, for her hard work and success since 
she has assumed the role, and acknowledged how 
“the new community center and pools will transform 
the North End waterfront into the envy of every major 
urban city across America.”

Bobby Dello Russo Honored
with Community Impact Award

Robert Dello Russo, Sr., was honored last week as the first recipient of the North End 
Community Impact Award. (L-R): Director of the Nazzaro Community Marlo Imbergamo 
D’Anna, State Representative Aaron Michlewitz, Robert Dello Russo, Jr., Honoree Robert 
Dello Russo, Sr., Michael Dello Russo, Sabrina Dello Russo and Maria Dello Russo in front

Relatives Reconnect
at Fisherman’s Feast

Rose Quaranto and lifelong North End resident Sal Solimine, 
of Felicia’s Restaurant, reconnect at the Fisherman’s Feast 
after many years reminiscing about family and the wonderful 
memories of bygone years.  

Tsao Kou Ying, born 1821, 
lost her family when she was 
very young but carried her 
family’s Catholic faith with her 
as an orphan. She received 
encouragement in her faith 
from those she stayed with and 
from the local bishop.

This encouragement fostered 
her relationship with Christ as 
she grew into a young woman 
and married a local farmer at 
age 18. Because of her faith, she 
was treated as an outsider and 
was shunned and starved when 
her husband died two years 
later. Despite these struggles, 
Tsao was baptized and took the 
name of Agnes.

French missionary Auguste 
Chapdelaine asked Agnes to 
move to another province and 
teach about 30 Catholic fami-
lies who lived there. She agreed 
and taught not only about the 
Christian faith, but household 
management and cooking as 

St. Agnes Tsao Kou Ying
by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

well. As time allowed, she also 
assisted families with everyday 
tasks. Agnes lovingly served 
the families she taught, and 
in turn she was loved by those 
she served.

In 1856, the local government 
accused Auguste of insurrec-
tion. Auguste was arrested 
shortly after to calm an angry 
mob. Agnes was among those 
Catholics captured with him. 
They were subjected to inter-
rogation and torture, but 
eventually all were released 
except Agnes and Auguste. 
Auguste Chapdelaine soon died 
in prison. Agnes died shortly 
thereafter, but her prayers were 
continuous until the end: “God 
have mercy on me; Jesus, save 
me!”

Agnes Tsao Kou Ying was  
proclaimed blessed in 1900 by 
Pope Leo XIII and canonized in 
2000 by Pope John Paul II, along 
with Auguste Chapdelaine. The 
Catholic Church recognizes 120 
Chinese Catholic martyrs who 
worked to spread the Gospel 
through China. The feast day 
of Saint Agnes Tsao Kou Ying 
is March 1st.

Blessed Mother of
Addolorata (Sorrow) Mass

The Mother of Sorrow 
Mass this year will be 
celebrated Sunday, 
September 21, 2025, 
at 4:00 p.m., at the 
Madonna Queen of 
the Universe Shrine 
(Don Orione Fathers) 
located at 150 Orient  
Avenue, East Boston.

Please come and honor 
the Blessed Mother on 
this special day. Help us 
continue this beautiful 
tradition, which began 
in 1932, at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Church 
in East Boston.
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TD
Garden

100 Legends Way
Boston, MA 

(617) 718-2020

HOME OF THE CANNOLI

Annette Mercogliano, Owner
Harvard 
Square

11 Dunster St.
Cambridge, MA 
(617) 661-0518

North
End

300 Hanover St.
Boston, MA 

(617) 742-3050
www.mikespastry.com

Assembly
Row

445 Revolution Dr.
 Somerville, MA 
(617) 718-2020

Enjoy the Feast!

MODERN PASTRY SHOP, INC.
ITALIAN & FRENCH PASTRY

Cakes ~ Confectionary ~ Candies

263 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113 - (617) 523-3783

20 Salem Street, Medford, MA 02155 - (781) 396-3618

WWW.MODERNPASTRY.COM

Visit       located in the lower level of

AUGUST
SANTA LUCIA	 August 28		
	 Thursday, Feast & Procession 	 5 pm
	 Thacher & Endicott Sts.                                   	  

ST. ANTHONY’S FEAST	 August 29, 30, 31
	 Endicott & Thacher, N. Margin Sts.	
	 Sunday Procession	 12 pm

SAN GENNARO FEAST	 September 5, 6, 7
	 Paul Revere Mall (Prado) Hanover St.	
	 Sunday Procession	 12 pm

ST. ROSALIA di PALERMO	 September 13	
	 Procession Only - Fisherman’s Club               3 pm

SEPTEMBER

ADDITIONAL ITALIAN FESTIVALS
Lawrence, MA
FEAST of the THREE SAINTS	 August 29, 30, 31
Saints Alfio, Filadelfo and Cirino
	 Common & Union Streets, Lawrence
	 Sunday Procession 	 3 pm

Cambridge Festival
SS COSMAS AND DAMIAN 100TH	 Sept. 4, 5, 6, 7
	 Sunday Procession 	 1 pm
	 Warren and Cambridge St., Cambridge

2025 NORTH END 
FESTIVAL DIRECTORY

MODERN PASTRY SHOP

Mike’s Pastry
For the first time in almost 

twenty years, Suffolk University 
will begin a new school year 
without John Nucci sitting in 
his office, looking out onto the 
Beacon Hill Campus, in down-
town Boston. Nucci first became 
part of the Suffolk community 
over 40 years ago, in the late 
1970s when he attended and 
graduated with a Master’s in 
Public Administration, before 
joining the staff in 1992 as a 
public management professor. 
In 2006, he became a senior 
university leader and has held 
the position of President of 
External Affairs ever since, or 
at least until Suffolk President 
Marisa Kelly announced his 
retirement this past May.

President Kelly highlighted 
the impact he has had on 
Suffolk, his dedication to pre-
serving the history of Suffolk’s 
campus and the expansion of 
the university into the heart of 
the city. “If you stroll from one 
end of our downtown campus to 
the other, from Modern Theatre 
on lower Washington Street, up 
to Samia Academic Center on 
Somerset Street, and down to 
our One Court Street residence 
hall, you can see the hand 
of Joh Nucci,” said President 
Kelly.

Nucci’s influence on Suffolk 
is found in every department 
and building, but his ties are 
not just professional. In addi-
tion to his own Master’s Degree, 

Congratulations John Nucci
on a Well-Deserved Retirement

by Patti Sartori

Nucci’s wife Peggy and three 
sons are all alumni. Prior to his 
role at Suffolk, Nucci served in 
an elected role on the Boston 
School Committee, four years 
as its president, as well as a 
City Councilor-at-Large and a 
two term Clerk Magistrate of 
the Suffolk County Criminal 
Superior Court.

Nucci has worked tirelessly as 
an advocate on Suffolk’s behalf, 
gaining the City of Boston’s 
approval for many on campus 
landmarks, as well as secur-
ing a lease for the East Boston 
Athletic fields.

There is no doubt that 
John Nucci’s mark on Suffolk 
University will live on for 
decades to come. To ensure 
his memory, President Kelly 
announced a scholarship in his 
name, available for undergradu-
ate and graduate students pur-
suing a career in public service, 

named the John Nucci, MPA 79 
Public Service Scholarship.

A celebration honoring his 
many achievements will be held 
in early Fall. Alumni, friends, 
students and staff are encour-
aged to reminisce and submit 
favorite moments and memo-
ries of him, and join President 
Kelly in celebrating him at this 
later date. “John is a fixture in 
this city. It has been an incred-
ible honor to have John as a 
colleague and friend during 
my time here at Suffolk,” said 
President Kelly.

As a proud graduate of Suffolk 
University, ’87, my husband 
’91, my son ’25 and my daugh-
ter class of 2029, I would like to 
express my deepest gratitude to 
John Nucci for his unwavering 
commitment to the Suffolk com-
munity. You have helped put it 
on par, and even surpass, so 
many of the universities in and 
around Boston. It has grown, 
with your assistance and guid-
ance, exponentially, yet has 
maintained its local roots and 
family atmosphere. I have no 
doubt President Kelly and the 
faculty and staff of Suffolk 
University will miss your daily 
presence, but I also have the 
utmost faith that you will never 
be more than an e mail, text or 
phone call away from lending 
a hand.

Wishing you a healthy, happy 
and blessed retirement with 
your beautiful family!

Once again Eastie Pride Day 
united all East Bostonians, 
past and present, providing an 
opportunity for people to meet 
new neighbors, re-connect 
with old friends and discover 

Eastie Pride Day 2025
Delivers Another Spectacular Event!

the Best of East Boston. The 
brainchild of Former District 
1 Boston City Councilor Sal 
LaMattina and now headed by 
his daughter, Liana LaMattina, 
Eastie Pride Day continues to 

be one of the most successful 
events held annually in the 
community.

In the years since Eastie Pride 
Day began, it has now become a 
core event in the neighborhood, 
with adults and kids anxiously 
awaiting the gathering each 
year. Local businesses, elected 
officials, community leaders, 
public safety officials, numer-
ous volunteers and a generous 
group of sponsors continue 
to support the event through 
financial and in-kind donations.

From its inception 36 years 
ago, Eastie Pride Day continues 
to remind all participants what 
we all have in common, our love 
and pride for East Boston.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu, District 1 City Councilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata, City Council 
President Ruthzee Louijeune, State Representative Adrian Madaro and family, Former District 
1 City Councilor and Former Eastie Pride Day Chairperson Salvatore LaMattina, current Eastie 
Pride Day Chairperson Liana LaMattina, and other volunteers and committee members cut 
into the spectacular custom cake.                                  (Photo courtesy of the City of Boston)
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by Bennett Molinari & Richard Molinari

Ieri e Oggi
Yesterday & Today

a column of past and current events

Manhattan

Last Sunday, The Friends of 
Armenian Heritage Park, on 
Surface Artery Road, next to the 
carousel, between Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace and Christopher 
Columbus Park, in conjunction 
with The City of Boston Office 
of Immigration Advancement, 
sponsored a celebration of 
the immigrant experience 
and contributions made by 
Italian-Americans.

Each program highlighted the 
country of origin of the many 
living and working individu-
als in the City of Boston. The 
goal and intent of the series is 
to strengthen community ties, 
build connections and develop 
cross-cultural understand-
ing. In July the focus was on 
Ireland, and in August it was 
Italy.

Dis tr ic t  1  Boston Ci ty 
Councilor Gabriela Coletta 

Jessica DelloRusso, Ph.D., 
with District 1 Boston City 
Councilor Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata at the Armenian Park 
Italy discussion. Both women 
offered great insight into their 
Italian-American ancestry.

Patricia Sabbey and Rita 
Pagliuca enjoying the Friends 
of Armenian Park Italy event.

Jessica DelloRusso, Ph.D., of 
the North End Historical Board 
of Directors, speaking about 
the immigrant experience 
and contributions of Italian-
Americans.

Robyn Reed, Mardi Hinkley 
and Michele Topor taking in 
the Friends of Armenian Park 
Italy event, celebrating what 
unites us.

A very interested group listens to Jessica DelloRusso’s talk on Italy and the contributions of 
Italian-American immigrants.

Celebrating What Unites Us

Zapata spoke proudly of her 
Italian-American ancestry, with 
herself being the fourth gen-
eration continuing to maintain 
traditions while sharing the 
similarities that tie so many 
immigrant families together, 
uniting and connecting us all.

Dr. Jessica Dello Russo 
of the North End Historical 
Society Board of Directors 
spoke about the immigrant 
experience and contributions 
of Italian Americans as well as 
the Armenian connection to 
the area.

Tony Gangi provided an over-
view of the Marino Persechini 
126-year-old barrel piano, 
while a chef from DePasquale 
Ventures explained the signa-
ture dish Frank donated to the 
event. It was a wonderful pro-
gram and one the group hopes 
to repeat as often as possible, 

showcasing the contributions 
of immigrants from many other 
countries.

Haynes Street residents in the Jeffries Point 
neighborhood of East Boston certainly know how 
to throw a party. Once again, their annual block 
party was a great success. Guests enjoyed deli-
cious food and wonderful beverages, along with 
amazing live music.

Thank you to all the neighbors who contrib-
uted in making the afternoon and evening such 
a success, especially Maureen White and Brian 

Haynes Street Residents Come Together for
6th Annual Block Party

Boston City Council President Ruthzee 
Louijeune, District 1 City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta Zapata and Haynes Street resident 
and one of the block party host/organizers 
Maureen White

District 1 City Councilor Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata with former District 1 City Councilor 
and longtime Haynes Street resident Diane 
Modica

Burke as the official hosts and organizers. It’s 
events like these, in all of our communities, that 
provide friends and neighbors the opportunity to 
come together.

ABCD's
Labor Day

Party
Friday, September 5th 

12pm
ABCD North End/West End NSC

1 Michelangelo St
Boston, MA 02113

617-523-8125

New York has always 
been a favorite of ours. We 
go to New York often and 
never grow tired of visiting 
its museums, attending 
the theater and simply 
shopping along Madison 
Avenue and of course, its 
restaurants are second 
to none. New York’s early 
history is that of the Native 
Americans who inhabited the island in this case the Lenape people. 

In September 4, 1609, while looking for the Northwest Passage, 
Henry Hudson sailed his ship, the Half Moon, into Upper New York 
Bay and there he discovered Manhattan Island. Hudson’s crew 
encountered the Lenape people, and traded with them. Hudson 
continued up the river that now bears his name, reaching what is 
now Albany. The Lenape name for the island, “Mannahatta,” was 
documented by Robert Juet, an officer on Hudson’s ship.

The area of present-day Manhattan was originally part of Lenape 
territory. European settlement began with the establishment of 
a trading post founded by colonists from the Dutch Republic in 
1624 on Lower Manhattan. The Dutch trading post focused on 
the fur trade, particularly beaver pelts. The settlement was named 
New Amsterdam in 1626. The name Manhattan originated from 
the Lenape language, Munsee, manaháhtaan The Lenape word 
has been translated as “place for gathering the (wood to make) 
bows”. The Lenape had already established a vibrant community 
on Manhattan Island, using it for hunting, fishing, and agriculture.

The famous purchase of Manhattan Island for sixty guilders, 
or about twenty-four dollars, was by order of the directors of the 
Dutch West India Company in Holland. Peter Minuit of the Dutch 
West India Company negotiated the purchase of Manhattan Island 
from the Native Americans in 1626. The price of the famous sale 
was 60 guilders or 24 dollars’ worth of beads and other trinkets. 

The Dutch settlement grew into New Amsterdam. The territory 
and its surroundings including Manhattan were ceded to England 
in 1664 with the settlement renamed New York after King Charles 
II of England granted the lands to his brother, the Duke of York.

Glass beads played a minor but constant role in the European 
global exploration beginning in the 15th century. At his first 
American landfall, Christopher Columbus reported in his journal 
that he gave away red caps and strings of beads; the natives imme-
diately put the beads around their necks. Following Columbus 
there were hardly any explorers or settlers coming to America who 
did not carry beads to give or barter.

The use of European glass trade beads was well established by 
the time the Dutch were exploring and settling their colonies. The 
leading glass beadmaker of Europe was Venice, Italy, whose beads 
traveled to all inhabited continents, and were an essential trade 
item in world commerce for centuries. Other European nations 
developed rival glass bead industries, including the Netherlands, 
which had a flourishing beadmaking industry of its own through-
out the 17th century.

Today, Manhattan constitutes the center of the Northeast mega-
lopolis and the urban core of the New York metropolitan area. 
Manhattan serves as New York City’s economic and administrative 
center and has been described as the cultural, financial, media, 
and entertainment capital of the world.
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The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS
of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

by Sal Giarratani

BILLY IDOL: CHARMED LIFE – WHIPLASH SMILE –
DON’T STOP (EP) (Vinyl) Capitol/UMe

Rock legend Billy Idol issued three 
new vinyl re-pressings of three classic 
releases: Charmed Life, Whiplash Smile, 
and the Don’t Stop EP. Back on vinyl 
once more, Charmed Life is pressed on 
2LPs for the first time, featuring stan-
dard black vinyl and an exclusive 35th 
Anniversary limited-edition lavender-
colored vinyl. Meanwhile, Whiplash 
Smile returns to vinyl for the first time 
in decades, available as either a stan-

dard 1LP black vinyl or a limited-edition 1LP opaque tangerine color 
vinyl. Finally, “Don’t Stop” is manufactured on 1LP standard black 
vinyl or a limited-edition lemon-yellow colored LP. The Platinum-
certified Charmed Life initially arrived on April 30, 1990. It soared 
to the Top 15 of the Billboard 200 and yielded fan favorites such as 
“Cradle of Love,” his stunning and soulful cover of The Doors’ “L.A. 
Woman,” and “Prodigal Blues.” Celebrating this seminal album, 

Idol notably just shared for the first 
time on his official YouTube channel 
the original 1990 video for “Prodigal 
Blues,” remastered in HD. Predecessor, 
the Platinum-certified predecessor 
album, Whiplash Smile, first landed on 
October 20, 1986, vaulting to #6 on the 
Billboard 200. It impressively delivered 
a trio of Hot 100 hits, including “To 
Be A Lover,” “Don’t Need A Gun,” and 
“Sweet Sixteen.” Going back to where 

it all began in 1981, Idol’s solo debut Don’t Stop EP, boasted “Mony 
Mony,” and “Dancing with Myself.” Earlier this year, Idol unveiled his 
first full-length album of new music in over a decade; Dream Into It. 
Idol is also the subject of the new documentary film Billy Idol Should 
Be Dead, which just made its World Premiere at the Tribeca Film 
Festival. Billy Idol Should Be Dead is a feature-length documentary 
tracing the life and career of the punk pioneer turned rock ‘n’ roll 

icon. Through never-before-seen archi-
val and personal interviews with Idol, 
his family, peers and collaborators, the 
documentary digs deep into his emer-
gence as a prototypical punk rocker, 
his meteoric rise as a global superstar 
in the MTV era and the myriad of chal-
lenges Idol had to overcome to not just 
survive, but to remain one of the most 
beloved figures in rock n roll, almost 
fifty years into his career. Additionally, 

Idol is currently on the road for It’s a Nice Day To … Tour Again! 
Fellow superstar Joan Jett & the Blackhearts will join Idol on all 
shows, having stopped locally on August 23rd, at Mansfield’s Xfinity 
Center* Relive the memories through 25 tracks of classics!

NELLY – COUNTRY GRAMMAR (2LP Vinyl) Republic/UMe
Nelly, the St. Louis-bred hip-hop 

juggernaut celebrates the 25th anniver-
sary of his stone-classic debut album 
Country Grammar, featuring the omni-
present radio hits “Country Grammar,” 
“E.I.,” “Ride Wit Me,” via Republic/UMe 
with the release of a special expanded 
limited-edition translucent blue 2LP 
set. The album will also be available 
on standard black 2LP vinyl. Country 
Grammar debuted at No. 3 on the Top 

200 and soon vaulted to No. 1. In 2016, the RIAA certified the album 
Diamond, selling more than 10 million copies to date, a feat which 
placed Nelly among rock superstars like Led Zeppelin, the Doors 
and Bruce Springsteen. As a creative heavyweight from St. Louis 
during a time when most rappers were from the East Coast, the West 
Coast, or the South, Nelly’s breezy, twangy approach proved to be 
a breath of fresh air for the genre. When his debut single “Country 
Grammar (Hot Sh_t),” which was hung on the children’s clapping 
game “Down Down Baby,” was released in February 2000, became a 
smash hit and peaked at No. 7 on the Hot 100, the foundation was 
laid for his blockbuster debut album to break into the mainstream. 
He continued his parade of hits with No. 1 hits like “Grillz,” “Hot in 
Herre,” “Dilemma,” and Grammy-winning “Shake Ya Tailfeather,” 
Whether revisited digitally or on wax, Country Grammar’s beloved 
hits, like “Ride Wit Me” (No. 3) and the airwaves-conquering title 
track have dominated global culture for more than two decades. 
Born Cornell Iral Haynes Jr. in Austin, Texas, the rapper showed 
early promise, forming The St. Lunatics in 1993 with his childhood 
friends, MCs “Ali” Jones, Torhi “Murphy Lee” Harper, Lavell “City 
Spud” Webb, and Robert “Kyjuan” Cleveland. They shopped for 
labels in New York and the rapper was signed to Universal Records 
in 1999. Country Grammar’s evergreen appeal also stems from its 
astonishing guests, including Cedric the Entertainer on “Intro,” Lil 
Wayne on “For My,” The Teamsters on “Never Let ‘Em C U Sweat,” 
and most of all his trusty collaborators St. Lunatics on “Steal the 
Show,” “Thicky Thick Girl,” “Tho Dem Wrappas,” and “Batter Up 
(featuring Murphy Lee & Ali).” The album went on to sell more than 
10 million copies, making it the ninth best-selling rap album of all 
time in the U.S. Nelly arguably put the Midwest on the rap-game 
map. A double album total of 14 tracks, each containing the Nelly 
shine.

KUDO TO ROBERTO GOMEZ
Kudos to East Boston activist 

Roberto Gomez who recently 
was appointed Rep. Adrian 
Madero’s new Chief of Staff at 
the State House. Up until very 
recently, he was the neighbor-
hood liaison for Mayor Wu. 
I first met him back when 
he worked at Eastie Farms. 
His leadership skills in the 
neighborhood during the pan-
demic earned him the ZUMIX 
Luminary Award in 2021.

In all my dealings with him on 
neighborhood issues, he earned 
my respect. He not only listened 
well, but he was proactive in 
resolving quality of life issues as 
we live our lives in the commu-
nity with one another. Congrats 
Roberto on your new position 
up on Beacon Hill.

GOOD STUFF FROM
AL FROM WOBURN

I just read a great letter to 
the editor in the Boston Herald 
from Al DePaoli of Woburn 
concerning the Democrat out-
cry over Republicans in Texas 
attempting to redistrict the 
state’s U.S. House seats. While 
Democrats everywhere are now 
crying about gerrymandering as 
an attempt to overturn democ-
racy, it is Democrat politicians 
who have always pushed ger-
rymandering of elected seats 
to increase the party’s power. 

The term actually was born in 
Massachusetts by Governor 
Eldridge Gerry who was the 
father of gerrymandering. Look 
first at Chicago where seats 
have been gerrymandered for 
decades to favor one party over 
the other. Democrats control 
Cook County because of its ritu-
alistic gerrymandering prowess.

As Al from Woburn said 
in his Boston Herald letter, 
“Gerrymandering has rendered 
the Republicans to be with-
out representation. If any-
one thinks “0” is a legitimate 
number of Republicans from 
Massachusetts, please remove 
“Preserving or Protecting 
Democracy” from your (party) 
manifesto.”

CHECK OUT THE
BABYLON BEE HEADLINE
I love it when the NewYork 

Post reprints headlines from 
America’s satirical news source, 
babylonbee.com. Last week, 
one headline stated “Dems 
Say Mail-In Ballot Ban Will 
Place Undue Hardship on Dead 
Voters” and then makes up a 
great quote that Nancy Peolosi 
actually might say or think.

“Banning mail-in ballots will 
make it far more difficult — if 
not impossible — for our vast 
crowds of departed base to 
make it to the polls in per-
son and cast their votes for 

Democrat candidates,” said 
Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi.
IN RACE TO FINISH LINE?
Apparently, a man sentenced 

to death for raping and killing 
a 13-year-old girl did the state 
a favor and saved taxpayers 
money by offing himself before 
he could be executed. He had 
been on death row for 16 years 
when he killed himself last 
week. For years, he kept dodg-
ing the bullet (no pun intended). 
No tears are being shed for  
this guy. Shoulda done it years 
ago.

SOUTHWEST AIRLINES 
BLIND APOLOGY

Southwest Airlines had to 
apologize to two blind ladies 
who were left behind at their 
gate while waiting for their 
flight to Orlando and were 
then offered $100 for their 
inconvenience. 

The two passengers were 
waiting for their flight home but 
their flight was delayed by five 
hours leaving them stranded. 
When they boarded the plane 
at their original gate, they were 
the only two passengers aboard.

Shouldn’t the airline be 
ashamed of itself? I hope the 
two passengers got more than 
a mere $100 apiece. Talk about 
bad PR, huh? Justice cannot be 
blind in this ordeal for these two 
passengers.

On Saturday, August 16th, in Orlando, Florida, 
new national officers and trustees were formally 
installed for the Order Sons and Daughters of 
Italy in America (OSDIA), the oldest and largest 
organization representing Italian-American men 
and women in the U.S. 

These new national officers and trustees are 
comprised of OSDIA leaders from around the 
country who play important roles in growing and 
maintaining organizational success at all levels.

The installation ceremony took place in 
Orlando, Florida, during OSDIA’s 59th Biennial 
National Convention (BNC), the largest and most 
significant gathering of the organization’s leader-
ship from around the country.

The new OSDIA national officers and trustees 
for the 2025-2027 term are as follows: National 
President: Comm. Thomas A. Lupo (NY), 
National 1st Vice President: Kevin A. Caira (MA) 
National 2nd Vice President: Dr. Mark DeNunzio 
(FL), National 3rd Vice President: Brian M. 
Andzik (OH) National 4th Vice President: 

National Order Sons and Daughters of
Italy in America (OSDIA)

Officers and Trustees Installed

Frank Gattuso, Esq. (NJ), National 5th Vice 
President: Robert M. Ferrito (NY), Immediate 
Past President: Michael G. Polo (CT), National 
Orator: Anthony J. Perfilio, Esq. (OH), National 
Recording Secretary: Lynn Lawrence-Murphy 
(CA), National Financial Secretary: Biagio 
J. Isgro, Jr. (NY), National Treasurer: Louis 
R. Santoro (NJ), National Historian: Florence 
Guidara (MA), National Chaplain: The Rev. R. 
Adam Forno (FL)

National Trustees: Arlene Nunziati (CA), 
Joseph Facciolo (DE), Gertrude Dorries (FL),  
Anita Lombardi Riley (MD), Denise Furnari 
(MA), Diane Santoro (NJ), Carolyn Reres (NY), 
Linda Buccini Anderson (NW), Jack Giambrone 
(OH), Catena Spiritosanto (PA), Arbitration 
Commission: Maria Fassio Pignati (CA), Vincent 
Zaccaria (MD), Philip Privitera (MA), John 
Tornatore (CT), Gloria Marano (OH), Alternate 
Commissioners: Joseph Ilardi (NY), Gina Toth 
Becker (PA), Rudy Viscomi (MA), Frank Froio (NJ), 
Joseph Dente (FL)

From left to right: National 1st Vice President Kevin Caira, National 2nd Vice President Mark 
DeNunzio, National 3rd Vice President Brian Andzik, National President Thomas A. Lupo, 
National 4th Vice President Frank Gattuso and National 5th Vice President Robert Ferrito 
pose for a photo.                                                                  (Photo courtesy of Robin Haden)
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— FOR YOU WHO APPRECIATE THE FINEST —

THE

Johnny Christy
Orchestra

MUSIC FOR ALL
OCCASIONS 781-648-5678

Ragù alla Bolognese, the slow-cooked meat sauce from Bologna, 
is defined by delicate layers of flavor built from meat, milk, wine, 
and aromatics, with only a subtle touch of tomato. So integral to 
Italian culinary identity, the authentic recipe has been formally 
protected and filed with Bologna’s Chamber of Commerce. In com-
parison, the American version generally found in restaurants and 
home kitchens leans heavily on tomatoes, adds garlic, and omits 
milk, making it closer to a simple meat sauce than a true ragù.

My Nonna made her meat sauce that she always referred to as 
“gravy without a recipe,” relying on various cuts of pork and beef 
including seasoned beef, short ribs, her own homemade sausage 
and pork ribs, never ground pork because she believed meat on 
the bone produced the richest flavor. This Bolognese closely fol-
lows the authentic Italian version but includes a bit more tomato. 
When serving with tagliatelle, you can add extra tomato for a more 
American-style sauce, and if used to make lasagna, it’s best kept 
in its traditional form.

RAGU ALLA BOLOGNESE

½ cup (more if needed) olive oil
8 ounces pancetta, ground
1 medium sweet onion
2 large carrots
2 large stalks celery
2 pounds ground beef
1 pound ground pork (I use 

homemade sausage meat 
out of the casing)

1 cup red wine

In a Dutch oven or heavy stock pot, heat the olive oil over medium 
heat. Add the pancetta and cook until the fat has rendered.

Add the onion, carrots, and celery. Reduce the heat to low and 
cook until the vegetables soften.

Raise the heat slightly, add the ground beef and pork, salt and 
pepper, and cook for about 15 minutes, breaking up the meat with 
a spoon until browned.

Pour in the wine, stirring to deglaze the pan, and cook until the 
liquid evaporates.

Stir in the tomato paste and ground tomatoes. Mix well, then 
add the broth and bring to a simmer.

Lower the heat and add the milk and pinch of nutmeg. Cook 
partially covered, adding more stock if needed, for 3 to 4 hours, 
stirring occasionally.

Toss with fresh tagliatelle and finish with grated Parmesan 
cheese or use as the base for a rich lasagna.

Marianna Bisignano is a psychologist for the Boston Public  
Schools and can be reached at nonnasrecipebox@gmail.com

2 cups whole milk
1 to 2 cups beef or vegetable 

broth
6 ounces tomato paste
1 (28-ounce) can ground 

tomatoes (add a second can 
if desired)

Salt and freshly ground black 
pepper

Pinch of freshly grated nutmeg

by

Marianna

Bisignano

I grew up in a family with a 
Depression mentality. I believe 
the stock market crashed on 
October 29, 1929, and until 
World War II began, the genera-
tions in my family were deathly 
afraid of losing everything. I 
don’t think they were alone, as 
millions of people in the U.S. 
felt the same way. Looking back 
in retrospect, my family was 
fortunate. Babbononno and 
Grandpa Christoforo owned 
their own houses in East 
Boston. Babbononno had a day 
job and played music at night. 
Babbononno’s oldest sons were 
musicians and always worked. 
My father became a musician 
and always worked. In spite of 
their circumstances, they all 
feared the unknown aspects of 
the depression.

One summer day when I was 
in my teens, Dad and I were 
sitting in Adirondack chairs 
sunning ourselves at the water’s 
edge behind the summer cot-
tage in Winthrop, Maine. 

The conversation gravitated 
to the 1930s when times were 
tough for so many millions of 
Americans. He said that my 
mother’s family was better off 
than many, but confided that 
it wasn’t as easy for his folks. 
Grandpa Christoforo was a day 
laborer and sometimes couldn’t 
find work. The culmination of 
his problems meant that the 
family was often two steps 
ahead of the bill collectors. 
Dad didn’t make excuses or 
apologies but concluded with, 
“That’s just the way it was,” 
and at one point, we headed to 
Rhode Island.

The cottage was one of the 
major investments Dad and 
Mom would make. The other 
came a few years later with the 
purchase of their only home 
when the decision was made to 
move out of East Boston. Dad 
admitted that growing up dur-
ing tough times makes a person 
conservative where money is 
concerned.

Fortunately, I came along just 
as the depression ended and 
never experienced the tough 
times of the ’30s. My memory 
is capable of allowing me to 
remember the shortages and 
restrictions that accompanied 
home life during WWII, but I 
also knew that it was all for a 
good cause. Dad’s early years 
taught him to be conservative 
and never indulge in an extrava-
gance. Even later in life, when 
he could indulge himself or 
the family, he was reluctant to 
spend money. Throughout his 
adult life, Dad owned cars. They 
were either Plymouths, Fords or 
Chevys, three brands that were 
called the “low priced three.” 
The first one I remember was a 
’37 Plymouth which he bought 

used and kept until 1949. It was 
in such a bad shape by ’49 that 
the young man that bought it 
was purchasing it to enter it in 
a demolition derby and destroy 
it. Dad bought a new ’49 Chevy 
to replace it. It was the first 
time in his life that he bought 
a new car. A ’54 Chevy came 
next and the trend with the low 
priced three wasn’t broken until 
1958 when he and Uncle Nick 
bought twin Pontiacs. The one 
exception to this conservative 
thinking came in the mid-1960s 
when I convinced Dad to buy a 
Cadillac. When it was stolen two 
years later, he told Mom that 
it was God telling him he had 
been too extravagant. 

I, on the other hand, decided 
to take chances in search of a 
better life. I did receive a work 
ethic from both sides of the fam-
ily and went to work washing 
and waxing cars at age 10. At 
age 13, I lied about my age and 
went to work as an usher at the 
Seville Theater in East Boston. 
I told the manager I was 16. 
At age 18, I became a profes-
sional musician but kept the 
job at the Seville. I juggled these 
two jobs with going to school 
and indulging in my passion, 
baseball. When little invest-
ment possibilities came my 
way, I tried my hand at being 
an entrepreneur. Sometimes I 
made money and sometimes, I 
fell flat on my face. Each time 
I got involved in a business 
transaction, Babbononno and 
Dad would warn me about the 
things that could go wrong. 
With their depression mentali-
ties, they would never venture 
into what they always consid-
ered a gamble. Unfortunately, 
when I made money, I didn’t 
know what to do with it. I didn’t 
know about investments, the 
stock market, real estate, so 
seeing I came from “inner city,” 
the only way I could show my 
worth was being well dressed 
with an expensive car parked 
in front of the house. 

I was never the rebellious type 
but did rebel against the con-
servative thinking of the fam-
ily by spending money on the 
luxuries of life including travel-
ing and going first class when I 
headed to exotic locations. Dad 
just saved for a rainy day fear-
ing the return of the Depression 
that plagued the ’30s. The ’30s 
never returned and when Dad 
passed away in 1991, there was 
a bank account left for Mom. By 
this point in time, I was married 
with two kids and talked Mom 
into enjoying what Dad had left 
behind. She insisted that the 
money was for me to inherit. I 
told her that I didn’t need it and 
every time we were to travel or 
vacation, she was to come along 
and enjoy herself. She listened 

The opinions expressed by our columnists and contributors 
are not necessarily the same as those of The Post-Gazette,  
its publisher or editor. Photo submissions are accepted by the 
Post-Gazette provided they are clear, original photos. There is a 
$5 charge for each photo submitted. Photos can be submitted via  
e-mail: postgazette@aol.com. If you want your photos returned, 
include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.
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to me and her later years were 
filled with travel, good restau-
rants, an abundance of designer 
clothes and a lot of happiness. 

Mom passed away in 2007. 
By then, the cottage in Maine 
was long gone, but I inherited 
the house in Belmont. I rented 
it from then on. I hated being a 
landlord but couldn’t part with 
the property out of sentimen-
tality. It was the first family 
home after East Boston and I 
subconsciously felt that I owed 
it to Mom and Dad to keep it. 
The summer that my tenants 
moved out, I decided to put the 
house on the market. It lasted 
one day and was sold. Loretta 
and I talked it over and decided 
to buy a retreat in Florida. We 
both love the warm weather and 
I thought it was time to maybe 
step back and smell the roses.

We purchased a house in 
an over 55 community that I 
was familiar with in the city of 
Delray Beach. Both of us like 
the location due to the fact that 
Uncle Nick and Aunt Dorothy 
lived in Delray Beach until they 
passed away. We have become 
snow birds and head to our 
Florida home between New 
Years and Juneteenth. I don’t 
think I could ever live there 
permanently. The kids are in 
the north, John in Boston and 
Mike in New York, and my best 
friends and my involvements 
in all things Italian are here 
locally.

If Babbononno was alive,  
he would inspect the new  
place and say in fractured 
English, “You craza, havin’ 
two houza, bigga waste a you 
money, stupido.” Dad might 
think the same thing if he were 
alive, but not express it to me, 
but again, depression mentali-
ties ran in my family. 

Anyway, I look forward to this 
venture when the weather gets 
cold up here, I can hang around 
in a pair of shorts, a T shirt that 
says something and a pair of 
dock siders, and be considered 
over dressed for most occasions 
in southern Florida. 

GOD BLESS AMERICA
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The Annual North End Athletic Association (NEAA) Golf Tournament was 
held on August 11 at Indian Rock Country Club in North Andover. As usual 
it was a sold-out event, with almost 150 golfers participating. All proceeds 
raised will benefit the various NEAA sponsored events throughout the year.

Once again it was a fun-filled day providing the multi-generational 
participants with an opportunity to renew acquaintances, sharpen their golf 
skills and support the organization. President of the NEAA Robert “Ted” 
Tomasone expressed his deepest gratitude for the continued support of the 
participants, volunteers and sponsors. The day would not be successful 
without all their hard work and generosity.

North End Athletic Association

Annual Golf Tournament

(L-R): Victor Archidiacono, President of NEAA Robert “Ted” Tomasone, Ben 
Antolini and Luke Antolini

(L-R): Guest Player, Vincent Ferrara, Brennan Fiore, Bobby DelloRusso, Robert 
“Ted” Tomasone, and Micheal Dello Russo

(L-R): Rick Griffin, Stephen Cucinatti, Anthony Cucinatti, John DeMarco, 
Anthony Cucinatti and Max Griffin

(L-R): Daniel DeLia, Ron Romanowski, President of NEAA Robert “Ted” 
Tomasone, Butch DeLia and Anthony LaBella

(L-R): Jeff Ghiloni, Nick Ordway, President of NEAA Robert “Ted” Tomasone, 
Jim Gannon and Wayne Durkin

(L-R): Vivian Leo, Gloria Pizzarella, President of  NEAA Robert “Ted” Tomasone, 
Franco Pizzarella and Jimmy Leo

(L-R): Justin Winn, Justino Pasquale, President of NEAA Robert “Ted” 
Tomasone, Rocco Schelzi and Nick Benoit
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EXTRA Innings
by Sal Giarratani

LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given by D & G Towing and 
Auto Repair Services, Inc., 2 Emery Road, 
Allston, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass 
General Laws, Chapter 255, Section 39A,  
that they will sell the following vehicle(s) on 
September 2, 2025 beginning at 10:00 AM 
by public if no sale then by private sale to 
satisfy their garage keeper’s lien for towing, 
storage, and notices of sale. The following  
motor vehicle(s) will be sold, in as in condition, 
no keys.

Vehicles are being stored at
D & G Towing and Auto Repair Services, Inc.

and may be viewed by appointment only.
Signed

D & G Towing

2005 HONDA PILOT 
VIN #: 2HKYF18435H523375

2011 GMC ACADIA 
VIN #: 1GKKVTED1BJ239632

2013 FORD FIESTA 
VIN #: 3FADP4BJ3DM186152

2015 HONDA CIVIC 
VIN #: 19XFB2F71FE225063
2012 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA 
VIN #: 3VW2K7AJ2CM404290

2004 CHEVROLET AVEO 
VIN #: KL1TD52624B237252

2009 NISSAN ALTIMA 
VIN #: 1N4CL21E99C189713
2012 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA 
VIN #: 3VW2K7AJ4CM396435

2014 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 
VIN #: 5NPDH4AE6EH544847

2011 KIA SORENTO 
VIN #: 5XYKTDA28BG119807
2017 PORSCHE PANAMERA 
 VIN #: WP0AA2A79HL101010

2019 HONDA CIVIC 
VIN #: 2HGFC3A5XKH750504

2019 SUBARU LEGACY 
VIN #: 4S3BNAF65K3035856

2008 TOYOTA CAMRY 
VIN #: 4T1BE46K28U217916

2011 BMW 3 SERIES 
VIN #: WBAPK5G51BNN28821

2004 HONDA ACCORD 
VIN #: 1HGCM568X4A132499

2008 HONDA CIVIC 
VIN #: JHMFA36288S007391

2007 TOYOTA CAMRY 
VIN #: 4T1BE46K97U097319

2016 HONDA CIVIC 
VIN #: 19XFC2F57GE060858

Run dates: 08/15, 08/22, 08/29/2025

NOTICE OF SALE

Run date: 08/29/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P4122EA

Estate of
JOHN E. MURPHY

Also Known As:
JACK E. MURPHY

Date of Death: December 12, 2024
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 

Appointment of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Thomas E. Murphy of Wareham, 
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that Thomas E. 
Murphy of Wareham, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
September 17, 2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: August 20, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 08/29/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0857CA

In the Matter of 
MARGARET ERIN WICKHAM

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has 
been filed by Margaret Erin Wickham of 
Medford, MA, requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name to Meg Erin 
Wickham.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of September 09, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: August 12, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston 
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after September 15, 
2025 by public or private sale to sat-
isfy a lien for towing, storage, and all 
other fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 08/22, 08/29, 09/05/2025

1994 GMC SIERRA 
Vin # 2GTEC19K9R1585525

2019 BMW G 310 GS 
Vin # WB30G1208KR827147

2008 NISSAN SENTRA 
Vin # 3N1AB61E18L765456

2010 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin # 1HGCP2F48AA082989

2007 INFINITI G35 
Vin # JNKBV61F47M816422

2015 KYMCO AGILITY 
Vin # LC2U6A023FC001249

2007 SATURN VUE 
Vin # 5GZCZ53467S853918

2022 HONDA CIVIC 
Vin # 2HGFE2F55NH524307

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston 
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after September 08, 
2025 by public or private sale to sat-
isfy a lien for towing, storage, and all 
other fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 08/15, 08/22, 08/29/2025

2007 HONDA CIVIC 
Vin # 2HGFA16867H306332
2012 CHEVROLET MALIBU 
Vin # 1G1ZC5E00CF171507

2012 ZHEJIANG JMSTAR SHENKE 
Vin # L8YTCKPM1CMC00380

2007 MAZDA MAZDA3 
Vin # JM1BK344871767942

2007 TOYOTA RAV4 
Vin # JTMBD33V975069983

Run date: 08/29/2025

LEGAL NOTICE 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
The Probate and Family Court Department

Middlesex, SS. Division
Docket No. MI25P4382PO

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
REMOVAL OF A TRUSTEE 

and APPOINTMENT OF 
SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE

To all persons interested in The Catherine 
Sullivan Irrevocable Trust, a petition has 
been presented by Eric P. Sullivan of 
Merrimack, NH to said Court praying that 
the Court remove the current co-trustee, 
Cornelius P. Sullivan of Cambridge, MA, 
and that Kathleen Sullivan of Halifax, MA be 
appointed as successor co-trustee(s) without 
sureties on his/her bond.

If you desire to object thereto, you or your 
attorney should file a written appearance in 
said Court at 10-U Commerce Way, Woburn, 
MA 01801 before ten o’clock in the forenoon on 
September 15th, 2025.

Witness, Hon. Terri L. Klug-Cafazzo, Esquire,
First Justice of said Court, this 18th day of 
August 2025.
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate Court

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston 
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after September 22, 
2025 by public or private sale to sat-
isfy a lien for towing, storage, and all 
other fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 08/29, 09/05, 09/12/2025

2002 HONDA VTX1800R 
Vin # 1HFSC49092A002651

2003 TOYOTA CAMRY 
Vin # 4T1BE32K33U699773

2007 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN 
Vin # 1GNFK16367R405076

2008 NISSAN MAXIMA 
Vin # 1N4BA41E28C803206

2010 LEXUS HS 
Vin # JTHBB1BA8A2032052

2012 FORD EDGE 
Vin # 2FMDK4JCXCBA43903

2009 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
Vin # 1J8GR48K39C504015

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 08/29/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0879CA

In the Matter of 
JENESIS FAITH MONTANEZ

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Minor has 
been filed by Jenesis Faith Montanez of Not 
applicable, MA requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name to Jenesis Faith 
Bastidas.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of September 18, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: August 25, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 08/29/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0828CA

In the Matter of 
CHRISTIANA MARIE ASHLEY

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult  
has been filed by Christiana Marie Ashley  
of Cambridge, MA requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their name to Cudzu 
Ashley.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of September 11, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: August 14, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

the burning of it runs more con-
trary to American values than 
the burning of itself ever could,” 
wrote evolutionary biologist 
Colin Wright. Radio host Dana 
Loesch stated, “Flag burning 
is vile but the government has 
no right to control speech or 
expression.”

However, some conservatives 
defended the executive order, 
citing the language only refers 
to specific situations involving 
flag burning. Writer Kristen 
Mag explained, “I was opposed 
to Trump’s executive Order at 
first, but then I read the full 
text. It does NOT criminalize 
burning the American flag. And 
it does NOT infringe on our 

freedom of speech. It criminal-
izes flag burning *only* when it 
is intended to incite violence or 
when it’s accompanied by other 
lawless action.”

White House spokesperson 
Taylor Rogers said, “President 
Trump will  not allow the 
American Flag, a special sym-
bol of our country’s greatness, 
to be used as a tool to incite 
violence and riots that jeop-
ardize the safety of everyday 
Americans. President Trump 
will always protect the First 
Amendment, while simulta-
neously implementing com-
monsensical, tough-on-crime 
policies to prevent violence and 
chaos.”

• Burning the American Flag (Continued from Page 1)

those home arenas of other 
teams in the ACC. When a 
visiting ACC team plays at BC, 
it is playing before its smallest 
crowd of the year.

When potential BC play-
ers visit other schools, all the 
facilities at those venues sit 
significantly more. The impres-
sion that leaves is not a positive 
one for BC.

It was Dick Butkus, a star 
football player at the University 
of Illinois in the early 1960s 
who, upon signing his rookie 
NFL contract with the Chicago 
Bears, proclaimed: “I must be 
the first player to turn pro and 
take a cut (reduced payments).” 
He laughed in jest since it was 

• Hoops and Hockey in the Hub (Continued from Page 12)

in reference to the rumor at 
the time that Illinois had a 
“slush fund” for its athletes. 
But the saddest thing is that 
his statement made over 60 
years ago in jest might be true 
today for college hoops in a very 
open way since the minimum 
rookie salary in the NBA is just 
under $1.3 million. Think about 
that and what it means going 
forward.

The Mariners’ catcher Cal 
Raleigh has been on a home 
run tear all season, and in 
this past week as the switch-
ing hitting catcher hit his 48th 
and 49th homer. Then, he hits 
number 50. The catcher has 
now passed Mickey Mantle for 
multiple home run games. He 
now has nine to Mickey’s 8 set 
back in 1961.

However, he just keeps on 
going, he hit his 50th homer 
tying the record for most all-time 

Cal Raleigh is the Babe Ruth of Catchers
homeruns by a switch hitter 
named, yes, Mickey Mantle. 
The season is still ongoing with 
surely more Raleigh home runs. 
Curious to see his HR numbers 
stack up at season’s end.

Cal Raleigh has brought such 
great excitement to the 2025 
season. At the moment, he is 
looking like a mix of Mickey 
Mantle, Johnny Bench, Carlton 
Fisk and let’s not forget a young 
Mariners’ player named Ken 
Griffrey, Jr., too.

Run date: 08/29/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P3719EA

Estate of
THOMAS M. WEEKS

Date of Death: May 31, 2025
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 

Appointment of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Brian D. Weeks of Townsend, 
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that Brian D. Weeks 
of Townsend, MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to serve  
Without Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
September 24, 2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: August 27, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Small Ads 
Get Big 
Results

For more information call
617-227-8929
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by Richard Preiss

HOOPS and HOCKEY in the HUB

What if Young Cassius Clay
Had Not Had His Bicycle Stolen?

Boxing        Ringside
WITH BOBBY FRANKLINWITH BOBBY FRANKLIN  

Legend has it that a 12-year-
old from Louisville, Kentucky 
was drawn to a boxing gym  
so he could learn to box in 
order to punish the person who 
stole his brand-new bicycle. He 
never did find the bike or the 
thief, but that fateful event set 
the course for Cassius Clay, 
later Muhammad Ali, to go on 
to become one of the great-
est heavyweight champions of 
all-time, as well as an iconic 
historical figure. But what if  
his two-wheeled transport 
hadn’t been absconded with? 
Would he have gravitated to 
another sport? Seeing that he 
also enjoyed drawing, would 
he have followed in his father’s 
footsteps and become a sign 
painter? 

Fate is a funny thing. Small 
events in people’s lives can 
result in huge consequences. 
Ali’s life is one of the more out-
standing examples of this. It is 
also true that all our lives are 
intertwined with one another. 
What happens to one person 
can affect many others, even 
millions. This can be for good 
or bad, and I am sure you 
can pretty quickly come up 
with names both good and evil 
that have by a stroke of hap-
penstance caused someone to 
achieve a position of power or a 
place where they can influence 
events.

I will not go into the ramifi-
cations on all of mankind for 
such things. Rather I will focus 
on what may have happened 
in the career of one man had 
the events surrounding a sto-
len bicycle of another had not 
occurred.

After  the ret irement of 
heavyweight champion Rocky 
Marciano in 1955, there was a 
void in boxing’s most cherished 
title. As often happens when 
a great champ steps down, 
his shadow lingers, making it 
difficult for the excitement to 
return to boxing. In the case of 

the post Rocky days, this was 
exacerbated by the fact that the 
man who became recognized as 
his successor refused to take on 
the leading contenders. 

After winning the vacant title 
with a suspicious kayo over 
Archie Moore, Floyd Patterson 
was protected by his manager 
Cus D’Amato against anyone 
who might prove a real chal-
lenge to the tile holder. Instead 
of giving shots to such men 
as Zora Folley, Eddie Machen, 
and Cleveland Williams, Cus 
chose to put him in with the 
likes of Pete Rademacher who 
was getting a title shot in his 
first professional fight, as well 
as two unranked challengers 

Archie Moore and Sonny. 
Archie’s best days were behind 
him when Liston became 
Champ.

S o n n y  a n d  I n g e m a r 
Johansson. They became 
friends instead of opponents. 
Ingo made a good choice.

Brian London isn’t quite 
instilling fear in Liston.

in Brian London and Tom 
McNeeley. Hardly the opposition 
expected of a world heavyweight 
champion.

Most notable among those 
being avoided was Charles 
Sonny Liston. In fact, Liston 
was fast becoming the de facto 
champion by facing and beat-
ing the top heavyweights. He 
beat Cleveland Williams twice, 
Eddie Machen, Zora Folley, and 
Nino Valdez. Everyone, includ-
ing Floyd, knew Sonny was long 
deserving of a title shot. 

The public also knew Liston 
deserved a chance at the crown, 
but they also were not in love 
with him as he had a pretty 
shady background. Of course, 
boxers have never been gradu-
ates of finishing schools, but 
Sonny was a rough customer 
even by pugilistic standards. 

Sonny would eventually get 
his chance and prove his supe-
riority by knocking out Floyd 
in one round in 1962 and then 
again in 1963, also in the open-
ing round.

As 1963 was closing out, 
Liston was looking at a list of 
top ten contenders that hardly 
made him nervous. He had 
already beaten four of them, 
Cleveland Williams, Zora Folley, 
Floyd Patterson, and Eddie 
Machen. He beat Williams and 
Patterson twice. 

The rest of the pack con-
sisted of Doug Jones, Ingemar 
Johansson, Robert Cleroux, 
Billy Daniels, Archie Moore, 
and Henry Cooper. Oh yes, and 
that kid who was mad about his 
stolen bike, Cassius Clay. 

Out of this group Clay had 
beaten Jones and Daniels. 
Moore and Johansson would 
soon retire, Cleroux would lose 
to Folley, and, as he wrote in 
his autobiography years later; 
Cooper said he would never had 
fought Liston because he knew 
he had no chance against him 
and could have been hurt. 

It was slim pickings and 
nothing to excite the fight fans. 
Clay did manage to stir inter-
est in a challenge to Sonny by 

the sheer force of his powerful 
personality. History was made 
as Clay, soon to become Ali, 
scored one of the biggest upsets 
in boxing history to win the 
title. It turns out the fate that 
set him on the road to boxing 
stayed with him in the fight with 
Liston. Boxing history would be 
changed forever.

But what if things had been 
different? What if Clay had not 
become a boxer? What would 
a Liston championship reign 
had looked like. It can be con-
jectured that another upset 
may have occurred. Perhaps 
Sonny would have underrated 
one of the contenders and 
come in out of shape and been 
taken. Looking at the opposi-
tion he would have been faced 
with over the next few years, 
I’m doubtful even an out of 
shape Liston would have been 
taken. A Cassius Clay is not 
someone who comes along 
every day. This was a very rare 
human being who combined 
skill, athleticism, and supreme 
confidence. 

Liston would have ended up 
fighting many of the same men 
as Ali did with the exception of 
Henry Cooper. He would not 
have stepped in with three of 
those who faced Muhammad, 
Williams, Patterson, and Folley 
because he had already twice 
stopped Cleveland and Floyd, 
and kayoed Folley once.

T h a t  l e a v e s  G e o r g e 
Chuvalo, Brian London, Karl 
Mildenburger, and Ernie Terrell. 
The other four men Ali, bed-
sides Liston, that Ali defended 
against. I doubt anyone believes 
any of these men would have 
stood a chance if put in with 
Sonny. The only one I see even 
having a chance at going the 
distance is Terrell, and that 
would be in a fight that would 
have had a lot of grabbing and 
holding by the challenger.

No doubt ,  London and 
Mildenburger would go out 
early. Chuvalo likely would have 
had his first loss by stoppage 
on account of cuts and swol-
len eyes.

By now Liston would have 
been aging, but the next group 
to face him would have been 
not terribly experienced and 
not ready for prime time. 
Would a young Jerry Quarry, 
Joe Frazier, Oscar Bonavena, 
or Thad Spencer have had 
a chance. Not likely, unless 
Sonny had started to really 
falter.

This may surprise you, but 
the one out of that young crop 
of fighters at that time whom 
I believe would have had the 
best chance was Jimmy Ellis. 
Ellis is a vastly underrated 
heavyweight who had the speed 
to give Liston trouble along 
with a tremendous right hand 
that would have given Sonny 
pause. Set this fight at around 
1968 and it proves interest-
ing. I’m going to give it some 
thought and perhaps explore 
what would have happened in 
a future column.

In the meantime, don’t be 
afraid to tempt fate; you never 
know where it may lead you.

OVER THE LINE — If anyone 
wants to know what is really 
wrong with the upper echelons 
of college basketball in contem-
porary times, we invite them to 
read a rather comprehensive 
article on the current state of 
affairs that exists within the 
Division One level of the col-
lege game.

Entitled “The mid-major jump 
is real: How mid-majors are 
adapting to the transfer por-
tal situation,” the piece notes 
several trends that would have 
been unthinkable just a few 
years ago.

Now that Division One bas-
ketball players are essentially 
free agents and can transfer 
to another institution without 
sitting out a year, an entirely 
different landscape has now 
become a reality.

The article points out that 
some players start out in the 
lower realms of Division One 
and then transfer up to one of 
the elite programs in the major 
power conferences — the ACC, 
Big East, Big 10, Big 12, or SEC.

This has made those lower 
Division One teams (so-called 
mid-major programs) essen-
tially farm teams to the highest 
levels of Division One. It isn’t 
that these programs are bad. 
Rather many excel at their 
level and then their star players 
move up to a team in one of the 
five powerhouse conferences.

The allure is usually more 
money — more than you and 
I ever dreamed of–especially 
for those of us who remember 
the traditional days of college 
basketball.

The article cites the follow-
ing; “According to Opendorse, a 
clearinghouse used by schools 
to process NIL (name, image 
and likeness) transactions, the 
average payout for elite play-
ers at high-major programs 
last season easily topped seven 
figures.”

How much? We are talking 
about millions of dollars per 
player–as in an average of “2.9 
million for a top guard, $2.8 
million for a top forward and 
$2.3 million for a top center. 
Less than 10 percent of players 
who earned $100,000 or more 
at the Division One level last 
season (2024-2025) competed 
outside the Big 12, ACC, Big 
East, Big Ten or SEC.

To put that in perspective, we 
doubt that any faculty mem-
bers at the schools in those 
five conferences are receiving 
yearly salaries anywhere near 
the million-dollar amounts cited 
above.

To be sure the amounts are 
averages — meaning that a 
number of the payouts are of 
lesser amounts. But it also 
means that some players are 
being compensated with sums 
higher than those averages.

What a topsy-turvy world we 
live in where young men, many 
of whom are 20 or younger, 
make more money playing 
college basketball than senior 
professors, administrators and 
the vast majority of college and 
university presidents — and 
maybe even more than some 
head coaches.

As far as those mid-major 
programs go, what it means is 
that when they do well the head 
coach and the school receive a 

good amount of positive pub-
licity. But there also can be a 
negative side–losing many of 
your best players to the teams 
in the five powerhouse confer-
ences mentioned above.

The  exper i ence  o f  the 
Un i v e r s i t y  o f  A l abama-
Birmingham was cited as an 
example. The Blazers won 24 
games during the 2024-2025 
season and reached the cham-
pionship game of the American 
Conference.

The penalty for coach Andy 
Kennedy’s success? Some 15 of 
his players left for those higher 
echelon Division One teams.

Coach Kennedy doesn’t par-
ticularly like the current sit-
uation in D-One hoops but 
reluctantly realizes he must 
adapt to it.

And a number have not. If 
one notices, more than a few 
veteran college coaches in all 
sports have retired over the 
past few years. Maybe they did 
so because of their very valued 
years of lengthy service. But 
we can’t help but feel that it 
may have been that they did 
not want to put up with what 
top Division One college sports 
were on their way to becoming.

One current coach, not cited 
in this article, became frus-
trated when discussing the sub-
ject of recruiting. He said that 
in today’s world one of the first 
questions that is often asked 
by recruits (and sometimes it 
is indeed the very first ques-
tion) is how much the recruit 
will be paid if he comes to the 
institution. That attitude has 
completely soured the veteran 
coach as he confronts the fact 
that college athletics have come 
to this.

The only local school in a top 
echelon basketball conference 
is Boston College, a member of 
the ACC since the 2005-2006 
season. We think that BC is an 
excellent academic institution. 
But on the court things have not 
gone as well.

Current head coach Earl 
Grant (born on Christmas Day 
in 1976) had his first season at 
BC in 2021-2022, an era that 
began with the pandemic in 
full swing. The Eagles have had 
only one winning season in his 
four years. It came during the 
2023-2024 campaign when BC 
posted a 20-16 overall record 
in spite of an 8-12 losing mark 
in the ACC.

That season BC made it to the 
second round of the National 
Invitational Tournament (their 
best postseason showing in 13 
years). The 20 victories were 
the most wins for a BC men’s 
basketball team since the 2010-
2011 season. The seven road 
victories were the most in nearly 
two decades.

But then came the 2024-2025 
campaign and the Eagles failed 
to fly, coming in with a 12-19 
overall mark and a 4-16 record 
in the ACC. 

That was principally due to 
the fact that the Eagles lost 
their top five scorers from the 
year before.

And some things can’t be 
changed in BC recruiting. For 
example, the size of the arena. 
Conte Forum’s total of 8,606 
seats pales by comparison to 

(Continued on Page 11)




