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Celebrating Our Anniversary!

Caesar L. Donnaruma
Publisher - 1953 to 1971

James V. Donnaruma - Founder
Publisher - 1896 to 1953

Pamela C. Donnaruma
Publisher - 1990 to Present

Phyllis F. Donnaruma
Publisher - 1971 to 1990

As we celebrate our anniversary,
we would like to thank our advertisers and
subscribers for their loyalty throughout the years.
We couldri t have come this far without you!

130 Years of Continuous Publication

One hundred and thirty years
ago, an Italian immigrant who
arrived in Boston when he was
only 16 years old saw the real-
ization of his fondest dreams,
the establishment of an Italian
language newspaper that would
be the genuine voice of the
increasing flow of Italians to
the United States. The boy was
James V. Donnaruma, and the
newspaper was LA GAZZETTA
DEL MASSACHUSETTS, which
is now published in English as
the POST-GAZETTE.

He remained at the helm of
this well-known publication
until his demise in 1953, at
which time his son, Caesar,
took over the reins of running
the now famous national weekly
newspaper located in the North
End of Boston. Caesar was loy-
ally assisted by his ingenious
wife, Phyllis, who assumed
the role of publisher in 1971,
becoming one of the nation’s
first Italian-American women
publishers. Upon Phyllis’ death
in October 1990, their daughter,
Pamela, continued the tradition
as the third generation pub-
lisher of the POST-GAZETTE.

LA GAZZETTA, as it was prop-
erly called, was very short on
financial means but had a large
vision, to give its readers a
better and wider understand-
ing between two countries.
The so-called Italian Colony,

or “La Colonia,” had to face a
variety of complex problems and
LA GAZZETTA had to under-
stand the slow and difficult
transition of men who, in most
cases, had been engaged in
agriculture in their home coun-
try. Here, they had to work in
construction, factories and
restaurants, eventually becom-
ing small business owners, and
finally professionals, heads of
business enterprises, indus-
trial leaders, even heads of
state — people to be respected
by others.

If America was to some a bit-
ter disappointment, to more
it remained a great adven-
ture filled with excitement.
There were new ways to be
learned as well as new institu-
tions. There were speculators
and exploiters to be fought,
and a “padrone” system that
needed to be destroyed. There
were churches to be built and,
above all, education to be had.
Immigrants took great advan-
tage of America’s free education
while learning the process of cit-
izenship. We devoted pages and
pages to that very important
mission!

LA GAZZETTA became a
guide, so to speak, the go-
between that brought American
political life to the Italian immi-
grant. Many times, our people
were sent unknowingly to work

in places subject to a strike
and were therefore exposed to
physical violence on the part
of strikers ... in time, the situ-
ation changed as they learned
more about the new land of
opportunity.

The Italian immigrant was
a hard worker, a thrifty man,
a family man. He had pride.
As a family, their goal was
to build a future in America.
LA GAZZETTA stressed these
virtues. We began to publish
an all-English section which
became a real forum for dis-
cussing many problems,
and criticizing discriminat-
ing laws while advocating
Americanization and respond-
ing to community needs such
as the Red Cross appeals.

A typical Horatio Alger story
could be repeated by thou-
sands of immigrants and their
American-born children who
became an integral part of this
great country, fighting in its
wars and facing every national
crisis. It would be impossible
to enumerate here the many
initiatives taken by our publica-
tion, from its inception as “LA
GAZZETTA” to its present-day
format as the “POST-GAZETTE,”
in its 130 years of uninter-
rupted publication. We have
never missed an issue, even

(Continued on Page 15)

San Rocco Society of Boston
Celebrates 104th Annual Procession

News Briefs

by Sal Giarratani

Medicaid Double Dippers

According to a Wall Street Journal editorial on
Tuesday, July 22nd, Democrats, while attacking
the passage of the Republican budget plan scaring
Americans saying that millions were about to lose
their Medicaid coverage, the federal government found
that up to 2.8 million Americans have been enrolled in
two separate health plans underwritten by taxpayers.

The Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services
reported that 1.2 M million Americans were enrolled
in Medicaid or the Children’s Health Insurance
Program in two or more states. The agency worked
with software engineers to review enrollment data,
and found another 1.6 million Americans enrolled in
both Medicaid and an Obamacare plan with taxpayer
subsidies in 2024.

Haverhill Get 911 Call
About Someone Apparently in
Some Sort of Mental Health Crisis

Once again, we get a bad result and seven Haverhill
cops are on paid administrative leave. Francis

(Continued on Page 14)

Members of the San Rocco Society with family, friends and devotees gather in the St. Leonard
Church Peace Garden, Hanover Street, in Boston’s North End, following their annual mass

honoring their patron saint.

Each year on the third Sunday in July, society
members, family, friends and devotees gather to
honor their patron Saint, San Rocco. This cen-
tury plus tradition was begun in 1921 by Italian
immigrants whose origin is San Nicola, Baronia,
Italy and was brought to their adoptive country,

America, upon their arrival.

The day began with a traditional mass at

(Photos by Gerri Palladino)

before setting off on a procession through the
streets of the neighborhood with their beloved
statue. At a time when Italy was stricken with
rampant disease, San Rocco cured many of these
illnesses by praying for them and making the
sign of the cross, becoming widely recognized as

the patron saint of infectious disease, epidemics

and plagues.

St. Leonard Church, in the North End of Boston,

(Continued on Page 9)
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QUEEN OF THE HEAVENS

The mythological queen of the
heavens was known as Hera in
ancient Greece and as Juno in
ancient Rome. Hera was the
wife of Zeus. Her marriage was
celebrated in the spring of the
year and legend tells of it taking
place on the mythical Islands
of the Blessed. To honor this
event, the other gods and god-
desses came bearing gifts. Gaea,
grandmother of the bride and
groom, brought branches with
golden apples on them. Hera
greatly admired this gift and
persuaded Gaea to plant the
branches in the bride’s sacred
garden. The Hesperides, three
daughters of Atlas and Hesperia,
were directed to cultivate and
watch over the growing trees.
The golden fruit soon became
known as the “Apples of the
Hesperides.”

As queen of the heavens, Hera
was worshiped as the protectress
of honorable marriage and as
the incorruptible spouse of the
supreme god. She was the only
lawful wife of Zeus, and because
of this, she was considered to
be the most majestic of all god-
desses. She has been described

as having beautiful hair, large
eyes, and a fair complexion.
Probably the most representa-
tive work of art on this goddess
was her colossal statue located
in the Greek city of Argos. It
was created by a young con-
temporary to the great Phidies,
name Polyclitus, and done in
ivory and gold. Hera was seated
on her throne, wearing a crown
that was adorned with figures
of the Seasons and the Graces.
She held a pomegranate in one
hand (symbol of wedding love
and fruitfulness) and a scepter
or staff of authority in the other.

In ancient Rome, Juno was
worshiped as the queen of the
heavens but was given the sur-
name of Regina. She was the
goddess who watched over all
women and accompanied them
through life, up to the moment
of their death. In this particular
activity, she was known as Juno
Metrona (lady or woman of qual-
ity). She was also the guardian of
public and private finances, and
as such, was known as Juno
Moneta. At one time, her temple
on the Capitoline Hill contained
the Roman mint. As marriage

‘
- Boobe Senator Lydvo Edhw

was the most important period
in a woman’s life, this goddess
presided over that event as
Juno Pronube (the patroness
of marriage). Even during those
ancient times, the month of
June was considered to be the
most favorable period for mar-
riages. Lastly, as the goddess
of childbirth, she was known as
Juno Lucina.

In addition to her temple
on the Capitoline Hill, there
was also a temple to Juno at
Agrigentum (Sicily), and one at
Lenuvium (south of Rome) called
the “Temple of Juno Sospita”
(the protectress).

NEXT WEEK: Hades
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Greater Boston Housing
Prices Sky Rocket

by Patti Sartori

The Greater Boston real estate
market just made history, with
the median price of a single-
family home surpassing the $1
million mark. Those in the real
estate business believe it proves
that the region is considered
extremely desirable while the
State of Massachusetts remains
far off in providing more afford-
able housing options for its
residents.

The Greater Boston
Association of REALTORS
(GBAR) sales data for June
shows the median price for
a single-family home hitting
slightly over $1 million. The
cost rose 2.4% from May, at
$980,000 and 4.5% from this
time last year, at $960,000 yet
home sales actually went up
19.6% from May to June.

GBAR President Mark
Trigilione, owner of Premier
Realty Group, Inc., in Reading,
noted the housing inventory
has increased in certain areas,
with homes staying on the
market for days longer than in
the past. “This has led some
buyers to believe they may see
some relief on prices, but the
data and buying behavior con-
tinue to defy that notion. List
to sales price ratio is still over
100% and properties priced

right are selling faster than the
Red Sox turnaround.”

Elliot Schmidl, Director
of Homeownership for the
Massachusetts Housing
Partners, said of the $1 million
sales price, “I knew it was com-
ing. I've seen it coming. Decades
of underbidding, we need to
catch up real quick.” Schmidt
believes too much of the new
construction is focused on
highly subsidized, and high-end
luxury condominiums, leaving
a “massive missing middle.
What we can do is ramp up the
intensity with which we develop,
permit and finance housing of
all types across the state.”

Paul Diego Craney, spokes-
man for the Massachusetts
Fiscal Alliance, told the Herald
that the $1 million price tag for
a medium single-family home
should serve as a wake-up call
for Governor Healey and State
lawmakers. “Massachusetts law
makers and Governor Healey
need to pursue policies that
make the state more affordable.
It’s time to cut the income tax.
It’s time for the state to give
more state money to towns
and cities so they can cut
property taxes. Everything they
do at the State House must
change.”

Happy 130* Anniversary
to the Post-Gagzette

& Continued Success ...

ADRIAN

MADARO

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

\\

On this remarkable milestone,
we proudly honor and celebrate your
130 years of informing and serving
the North End and surrounding communities.
Since its first publication, it has served as a voice
for the people, a witness to history

and a trusted source of news through generations.

Keep Up the Great Work!

Congratulations
to the
Post-Gazette
on its
130th Anniversary!

AARON
MICHLEWITZ

STATE REPRESENTATIVE - DiISTRICT 3

GABRIELA “Gigi”
COLETTA ZAPATA

Boston City Council, District 1

Richard J. Vita, Esq., President
Italian Heritage Month Committee of Massachusetts
and daughters Kristin, Kimberly and Katelyn
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OUR POLICY: To help preserve the ideals and sacred traditions
of this our adopted country the United States of America:
To revere its laws and inspire others to respect and obey
them: To strive unceasingly to quicken the public’s sense of
civic duty: In all ways to aid in making this country greater
and better than we found it.
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Congratulations on your 130th Anniversary from the

Italian American Alliance

President
Vice Presi

James DiStefano
dent Tom Damigella

to the Italian American community

—
In Memory of Chairman Domenic Amara
Forever grateful for his dedication and passion
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Massachusetts State Legislature
Ignores Will of Voters

Last November Massachusetts
voters overwhelmingly sup-
ported the ballot question
allowing State Auditor, Diana
DiZoglio’s ability to audit the
State Legislature. Eight months
later, the State House is still
refusing to allow an audit of
any kind, including its finan-
cial accounts and contracts,
blatantly ignoring the will of the
voters and their constituents.

How is this allowed? If the
Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
demanded an audit of any one of

by Patti Sartori

us or our businesses, we would
be required to comply, no ifs and
or buts about it. So why does
the legislature believe they are
above the law? Their claim of
“separation of powers” is weak,
as is the fact DiZoglio is a former
member of the legislature with
a conflict of interest, potential
axe to grind and could be bias.
Each Massachusetts legislative
member was put into office by
the voters, who have spoken
loud and clear at the ballot box
as to their support of the audit.

The solid support of the bal-
lot question shows the public
is skeptical of the legislature’s
transparency. The people
voted for the occupant of the
Massachusetts State Auditor’s
office to audit the state leg-
islature, not Diana DiZoglio
personally. The voters expect
a knowledgeable and thorough
and fair audit of the legislature’s
operations. It’s time for the state
legislature to open their books
and remember who voted them
all into office.

Boston L egacy Soccer
Privately Funds Performance Center in Brockton
In Boston, Taxpayers Foot Bill

The Boston Legacy Football
Club (BLFC)pro women’s soccer
team, announced last week it
would build a privately funded
$27 million training facility in
Brockton, standing in stark
contrast to the $200 million
public-private plan to rehab
Boston’s White Stadium as
their home field. The 24-acre
complex in Brockton is sched-
uled for completion and use by
its professional players by the
beginning of the 2026 National
Women’s Soccer League pre-
season (NWSL).

The Club’s inaugural sea-
son is set to kick off in March,
2026, at Franklin Park’s White
Stadium Complex, as part of
a public-private partnership
between the City of Boston and
BLFC. Various delays, lawsuits
and other issues have created
delays in the construction time-
line, and will now see the team’s
home games in 2026 played at
Gillette Stadium in Foxboro.

“NWSL is the most competi-
tive league in the world, and

( Bappy )
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Anniversary
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Boston, MA

617.723.3663

by Patti Sartori

our players need and deserve
a training facility that enables
them to play at their best. We
are proud to continue invest-
ing in not just our club, but in
the overall growth of women’s
sports, while also bringing fur-
ther development to our com-
munity,” said team controlling
owner Jennifer Epstein.”

The Brockton facility will
include a 30,000 square foot
main building to hold workouts,
sports medicine, a film room,
kitchen hydrotherapy and staff
offices. The plan is to build
six fields, including two grass
fields, with at least one heated
field, a bubble dome for inclem-
ent weather and three turf fields
with lighting. A number of the
fields will be made available
to the community for youth
soccer.

The Boston deal, the rehab of
White Stadium, has the city tax-
payers on the hook for almost

$100 million with a proposed
shared use of the complex
between BLFC and Boston
Public School student athletes.
The project has faced seri-
ous pushback and opposition
from the abutting community,
including a number of lawsuits.
Boston’s expected share of the
project has continued to grow,
and could potentially increase
again as construction is sent
out to bid.

Brockton City Councilor John
Lally, whose district the train-
ing facility will be located, said
neighbors are “Cautiously opti-
mistic” about the project, and
suspects there may have been
more pushback had it not been
fully funded by private dollars.
“It was a private sale. They
bought private land, and then
they’re going to do the project.
I think it would have been a
tougher sell if the city had to
put money in.”

617.876.5160 -

Happy 130th Anniversary

from the
Officers, Directors, and Members

DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY

41 Hampshire Street - Cambridge, MA 02139
www.dantemass.org

Happy 130" _Anniversary
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Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America

Rodolfo Viscomi, State President
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L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore

Bountiful Bread, a Harvest of Hay and Loving Lammas
by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz

I can feel the month of August
approaching like a golden ray of
sun, a month perfectly poised
between the warm, blithe
nature of summer and the
rhythmic pulses of autumn.
Back-to-school ads beckon
from television commercials
and posters plastered on shop
windows, recalling the scent
of freshly sharpened pencils
and smooth notebooks. The
honey-colored sunset occurs
earlier and earlier each evening,
prompting me to spend cozy
nights indoors with a home-
made meal. This is the time for
the high produce of summer,
for the delectable tomatoes and
corn and zucchini that line the
stalls of farmers’ markets, and
also for the crisp first fruits
of the autumn, such as suc-
culent red and green apples.
However, whenever August
looms near, my mind always
drifts to the summer I spent in
Italy years ago. Throughout the
quiet month of August, it was
common to see round, tightly
bundled bales of hay baking
under the sun in the fields that
dotted the Italian countryside.
After all, late summer in Italy
means la mietitura, or haying,
in preparation for the autumn
months. It was in Italy that I
truly felt the power of Lammas,
a wonderful seasonal holiday
that carries with it the poignant
symbolism of harvest and the
arrival of autumn.

Lammas, which occurs on
August 1%, was a widely cel-
ebrated feast in Europe until
the Industrial Age pushed it
into obscurity. Fortunately,
interest in this rustic festival
has been rekindled recently
across Europe and the United
States. Lammas stems from
the ancient Celts, who viewed
the holiday as the first day of
autumn. Modern audiences

may find it hard to associate
the first days of August with
the fall, as the temperatures
still soar to ninety-degree heat
and the leaves remain full
and vibrant green. However,
Lammas honors the start of
the agricultural autumn, when
farmers harvest grain along
with the first fruits of the year.
Indeed, the very name Lammas
hearkens back to this harvest,
as it derives from loaf-mass,
the ritual in which bread made
from the first harvested grain
of the year was brought to the
local church for a blessing.
Preceding Lammas was the
pre-Christian festival known
as Lughnasadh (pronounced
loo-na-sah); a harvest feast held
in honor of a god of light known
as Lugh. Lughnasadh celebra-
tions involved igniting bonfires,
trekking to mountaintops in
order to be closer to the sun,
gathering the first fruits of the
harvest, and dancing. Evidence
of Lughnasadh celebrations has
even been found in Northern
Italy, a region with Celtic influ-
ence! Lammas is still a holiday
in Ireland today, full of reunions
between families and friends,
and ritual blessings of fields
by parish priests. Lammas
remains one of my favorite holi-
days because it combines the
communal pleasures of summer
— reuniting with loved ones and
enjoying the outdoors — with
the honoring of the Earth’s
bounty, which will become more
evident as autumn progresses.

On Lammas, when I can
sense the changing of the sea-
sons pulsing beneath my feet,
I also honor grain by mak-
ing a lemon-blueberry quick
bread. Blueberries are another
Lammas staple, due to their
seasonality in August and their
resemblance to bilberries, some
of the first fruits to be harvested

Happy Anniversary!

in the Celtic Lughnasadh. The
recipe I use is a traditional one,
made with plump blueberries,
tangy lemon zest, and hearty
walnuts. I admire the way the
lemon juice and milk mixes with
the flour to create dough as if
by magic, and I feel a special
kinship with my ancestors who
scraped a living out of Italian
farmland by using the most
basic ingredients. Indeed, my
Italian forbearers viewed holi-
days like Lammas or harvest
like la mietitura with a special
significance precisely because
bread played such an essential
role in the diet. Bread, known as
pane in Italian, is more than a
food, but also a cultural touch-
stone, a staple that brought
life to peasants and formed
the basis of the society’s major
dishes. Bread serves a deeply
religious function in Italian life
as well, as the bread honored in
the sacrament of the Eucharist
symbolizes a spiritual nourish-
ment that is just as crucial as a
physical sustenance. No wonder
then that Italian superstition
brims with warnings against
disrespecting the essence of
bread, such as the restriction
against turning bread upside-
down or, even worse, discarding
bread. Italians in olden days
believed that these actions
insulted the Earth’s bountiful
harvest and affronted one of the
most vital cores of their diet.
Unfortunately, we have lost
this spiritual connection with
our food and the Earth which
provides it as society industrial-
ized. For this reason, I think it
is important to honor seasonal
festivities like Lammas, which
connect us to our ancestors and
teach us that the food which
springs from the Earth is a
sacred gift.

Celebrate Lammas this
August by honoring the grain
that forms the building blocks
of our lives. Whether you bake
a focaccia or quick bread from
scratch, or simply remain con-
scious of the Earth’s abundance
as you bite into a sandwich
roll or cut into a loaf of bread,
think about the nourishment
that goes into both your body
and soul. By reveling in the joys
of seasonal food and respect-
ing the signs of the changing

(Continued on Page 15)

Happy
130% Anniversary!
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North End, Boston
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by Sal Giarratani u n

Ricki Erik on stage with Trifecta adding more heat to the

Summer Fun in the City of Revere

. R

already warm evening of music.

On Sunday, July 13th, I made
it over to the American Legion
Lawn on Broadway where this
year’s Sunday Night Concert
Series takes place starting
at 6:00 p.m. I arrived early,
stopped off at Luberto’s Pastry
Shop for a cup of coffee and a
delicious apple turnover, then
headed across the street to
the lawn outside the American
Legion Post 61 lawn area which
was filling up fast with folks
carrying their own beach chairs
or using folding chairs from the
post.

This summer musical treat
was presented by Revere Parks
and Recreation with great
assistance from Post 61 and
great music and a BBQ by the
American Legion post mem-
bers. The grill was plenty busy
with folks lining up for BBQ
at a quite reasonable price.
If that wasn’t enough there
were enough politicians casing
out the area with free bottled
waters, chips and plenty of ice
cream too.

On stage that night there was
a band I know quite well. I've
known lead singer Ricki Erik for
some time and his newest band
is called “Trifecta.” Besides
Erik, the rest of this great trio
or “trifecta” was Joy Ranada
and John Kelly. It was a night
full of classic rock, rhythm and
the blues. This kind of music
gets folks on the dance floor
and like clockwork it happened
once again. Even I couldn’t help
dancing to this music. Things

(Continued on Page 14)

Ward 2 Councilor Ira
Novoselsky was running all
over the place making sure
things were going well. One
moment grilling, the next
minute fetching buckets of
ice for the drinks.

Here is Paul Argenzio passing
out ice cream keeping the
dancers out on the floor
staying cool.

BOSTON
30 Prince &., Boston, MA 02113
617-523-6766
FAX: 617-523-0078

Best Wishes on
130 Years of Service!
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City of Boston’s

Office to Residential Conversion Program
Continues to Add Units

by Patti Sartori

A relatively new City of Boston program has
begun to pick up steam as it continues to move
forward converting vacant office buildings into
new homes for residents. Benefitting from an
influx of cash from the state coffers, the goal
is to revitalize the downtown business districts
who have seen remote work decimate commercial
office space and business environment.

Michael Nichols, President of the Downtown
Boston Alliance, expressed optimism that con-
verting unused office space into residential
units, at a time when vacant office buildings
are driving values down, will “load more people
into the downtown to support small businesses,
return people to offices, and thereby return
value to the traditional job center that is
downtown.”

Mayor Michelle Wu, who recently attended a
ground breaking on the city’s largest office-to-
residential-conversion projects at 63,760 square
feet, located at 263 Summer Street, acknowledged
the former Boston Wharf Company Building, is
not the first project of its kind. The mayor noted
another project at 281 Franklin Street is almost
complete, and will house tenants in 15 homes by
end of the summer. Others include 129 Portland
Street in the Bulfinch Triangle with 25 units
under construction and 615 Albany Street in
the South End, where 24 homes are being built.

“By the end of the summer, we will be up to
more than 140 new units under construction
right now through the office to residential pro-
gram. “Now I know the need is immense, and
when we talk about the housing crisis in Boston
and Greater Boston, it’s not just in single units.
It’s not even in dozens of units or hundreds of
units. We're talking about tens of thousands of

units — but every little bit makes a difference,”
the mayor stated at the groundbreaking.

Wu highlighted the downtown revitalization
initiative, offering new residents an opportunity
to make the area their home, noting violent crime
in the downtown has dropped 48% over the last
3 months, compared to the same period last
year, foot traffic rates are up 11% in the last 4
months, compared to the same period last year
and nearly 20 new companies have moved in or
expanded downtown since she took office almost
4 years ago.

Kairos Shen, the city’s chief of planning said,
“Converting a building from commercial use is
complicated and expensive. Our program allows
developers to transition the building rapidly from
the commercial to residential tax base through
a 75% tax abatement for 29 years on that new
residential tax rate. Our program supports these
projects and makes them financially feasible
because of the enormous benefit that they will
deliver to Boston and our residents.”

Fortunately the city received $15 million in
state cash last year to fund the program last year,
to fund up to $215,000 per affordable unit with a
$4 million limit for each project. Governor Maura
Healey’s administration provided an additional
$7.4 million to assist with funding for projects
at 31 Milk Street and 15 Court Square.

According to Mayor Wu’s office, since the pro-
gram was implemented in the fall of 2023, the
city received 16 applications for a total of 780
new units of housing, amongst 21 buildings,
with 142 income-restricted. The planning board
has already approved 595 of those units, with
construction set to begin on more than 100 more
units this fall.

North End Branch Library
Seeks Attention!

5@%N%W%@Q
umbria

Italian steakhouse

& mia

ROOF DECK

Trattoria Il Panino
Boston’s 1st Original Trattoria
11 Parmenter St. « 617.720.1336
Assaggio
Positano Cuisine Restaurant « Lounge
29 Prince St. Boston « 617-865-1265

Bricco

Boutique ItalianCuisine
241 Hanover St. « 617.248.6800

-
Maré
Seafood & Oyster Bar
223 Hanover St., 3 Mechanic St.  617.723.MARE

Quattro
Grill, Rosticceria & Pizzeria
266 Hanover St. 617.720.0444

AquaPazza
Oyster Bar & Italian Kitchen
135 Richmond St. « 857-350-3105

Umbria
Steakhouse & mia Roof Deck
250 Hanover St. « 617-868-1265

Dolce
Italian Cafe with 33 Flavors of Tiramisu
272 Hanover St.

Figghalli Fronk ond NICk & Glarding

Srom
PiccoLo NIDO

Restaurant

A group of North End resi-
dents gathered in the “un-air-
conditioned” back area of the
library last week, on a swelter-
ing summer evening, to discuss
strategy on how to grab the
attention of city officials and
make them all aware that the
North End Branch Library is
in need of serious renovations.
The local branch has been on
the list for almost 11 years,
with $600,000 set aside for a
program/feasibility study as
part of the 3-year capital plan,
but no timeline for completion.

The group has formed a com-
mittee of sorts and have high-
lighted possibilities of what
they might envision for a reno-
vated library space. The current

Library, at 25 Parmenter Street,
was built 60 years ago, long
before cell phone charging
stations, or dependency on
wi-fi. The air-conditioning is
in need of updating, as are the
windows and restrooms, which
are required to be accessible
to the public. Both neighbor-
hood schools, the Eliot and St.
John, are greatly dependent
on the local library, as neither
school has a library within their
individual building. At vari-
ous times throughout the day
and week, you will find senior
citizens, toddlers with their
parents, adolescents and other
groups and individuals access-
ing the library resources for one
reason or another.

UNDERGROUND

Best Wishes and Continued Success!!

MODERN PASTRY SHOP INC.

ITALIAN & FRENCH PASTRY
Cakes ~ Confectionary ~ Candies

Visif\//’M/‘/] located in the lower level of

st 263 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113 - (617) 523-3783
o] (R g 20 Salem Street, Medford, MA 02155 - (781) 396-3618
E‘!’rﬁ;-. ;Fﬁ WWW.MODERNPASTRY.COM

S

%ﬁag/.ﬂmu);mwy

151 Richmond Street - Boston, MA 02109
PH: 617.523.8743 - Fax: 617.523.4946

www.Salumerialtaliana.com
Online shopping and mail order available

eria

800.400.5916

The committee is in full agree-
ment that a broad coalition of
community support is key to
garnering attention from city
officials.

Next up will be a letter writ-
ing campaign to elected officials
representing the neighborhood,
including Mayor Michelle Wu,
District 1 Councilor Gabriela
Coletta Zapata, the four at-
large councilors and State
Senator Lydia Edwards and
State Representative Aaron
Michlewitz.

Please be on the lookout for
ways you can assist with this
project and feel free to join and
attend the next meeting in the
fall.

For further details and infor-
mation, please email: info@
FriendsNElibrary.org.

Happy
130th

ﬂlnniversary

FLORENTINE CAF
Bar-Bistro

333 Hanover Street
Boston, Massachusetts
(617) 227-1777

Pino Irano
Owner

\_

257 North Street, Boston, MA 02113

617.742.4272
fax 617.227.5154
www.piccolonidol@aol.com

HEAL

Marth End -

g

Charli

Congratulations to
the Post-Gazette on

130 years of keeping
our community

informed,

connected,

and inspired — with
gratitude from all of
us at NEW Health!!

North End

332 Hanowver SL.
Boston
(B17) 643 -B000

Charlestown

15 Tulls St.
Charlestown
(B57) 238-1100
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St Peter Julian Eymard

by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

Peter Julian was born in La
Mure d’Isére in southeastern
France. His religious journey
drew him from being a priest in
the Diocese of Grenoble in 1834,
to joining the Marists in 1839,
to founding the Congregation of
the Blessed Sacrament in 1856.

Peter Julian coped with pov-
erty, his father’s initial opposi-
tion to his vocation, serious
illness, and the difficulties of
getting diocesan and later papal
approval for his new religious
community.

His years as a Marist, includ-
ing service as a provincial
leader, saw the deepening of
his Eucharistic devotion, espe-
cially through his preaching of
Forty Hours in many parishes.
Inspired at first by the idea of
reparation for indifference to

N ONE e, | EAVES*

the Eucharist, Peter Julian was
eventually attracted to a more
positive spirituality of Christ-
centered love.

Members of the men’s com-
munity which Peter founded

alternated between an active
apostolic life and a contemplative
life. He and Marguerite Guillot
founded the Congregation of
the Blessed Sacrament (Blessed
Sacrament Fathers) in 1856,
and in 1858, the Women’s
Congregation of the Servants
of the Blessed Sacrament. Both
congregations had as their
special purpose promotion of
perpetual exposition and adora-
tion of the Eucharist. Noted for
his lifelong devotion to Christ’s
eucharistic presence and for
promoting eucharistic adora-
tion among the people.

Peter Julian passed away
on August 1, 1868. He was
beatified in 1925 and canon-
ized in 1962. The feast day of
Saint Peter Julian Eymard is
August 2nd.

FRANK CIOTA’S

“The North End”

The independent film The North End, shot
entirely in the North End of Boston and released
locally in 1998, has been picked up and is
available now on Amazon Prime.

The film, starring the late, great Frank
Vincent (Raging Bull, Goodfellas, Casino) was
shot on a shoestring budget and went on to
become “the most successful independent film
we have supported” according to then National
Amusements Executive Vice President Shari
Redstone.

The film deals with two young Havard graduates
who move into the legendary tight knit Italian
American neighborhood just as the traditional
values that have defined the neighborhood for
years are being challenged by the changing times.
“I watched the film the other night for the first
time in many years. It really is a time capsule
for the North End in the late 90s.” said director
Frank Ciota whose brother Joseph wrote the
script. “The opening credits are from the point
of view of someone driving into the neighborhood
and so many of the restaurants and cafes are no
longer there or are different.”

“It was the most fun I ever had making a
film and there is no way we could have made it
without the incredible support of the people of the
North End,” continued Ciota. “I remember Frank
DePasquale fed our entire crew every single day
at Il Panino’ and never charged us a penny. The
generosity of all the people was just incredible.”

Since then the Ciota brothers have gone on to
make several critically acclaimed films including
their most recent film Cassino in Ischia, which
was produced by Barbara DeFina (Goodfellas,
Casino) and done for Paramount Pictures.
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Shot entirely on the Italian island of Ischia and
starring Dominic Purcell (Prison Break), the film
is available now on all streaming platforms.

Their next film Miracle of Ferragosto about
a young Italian American who travels back in
time and meets his grandparents in Italy of 1936
just as they are leaving for America is now in
development.

Now Available on Amazon Prime

EVERETTBANK.COM

Happy 130th
Anniversary to

the Post-(zazette

419 BROADWAY EVERETT, MA 02149 617-387-1110
771 SALEM ST. LYNNFIELD, MA 01940 781-776-4444
331 MONTVALE AVE. WOBURN, MA 01801 781-281-9092
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After 34 Years,
Revere Neighborhood
Finally Opens
New Fire Station

Angela Guarino Sawaya, Ward 5 Revere City Councilor, speaks
during the re-opening of the new Alden Mills/Point of Pines
Fire Station.

They say patience is a virtue, so af-
ter 34 years of waiting and remaining
patient, it finally paid off for the Point
of Pines (POP) neighborhood in Revere.
The Alden Mills fire station has finally
reopened, bringing Engine 2 back in
action to protect the neighborhood
once again. Somewhat isolated at the
very end of Revere Beach, this quiet enclave can now rest easier
knowing they are within steps from emergency response apparatus.

“This modern station, along with a new community room, named
after former Ward 5 City Councilor John F. Powers, will keep the
community safe for generations to come while providing a welcom-
ing space for civic engagement and connection. This was a proud
moment of progress, partnership and a renewed commitment to
keeping our community safe,” stated Angela Guarino Sawaya,
current Ward 5 city councilor and longtime POP resident.

Appreciation and gratitude to Revere Mayor Patrick O’Keefe, and
all of the state and local elected officials and leaders who worked
together to bring this endeavor to reality.

The newly built and re-opened Alden Mills/Point of Pines Fire
Station in Revere will serve the community for generations.

There’s Every Bank, Then There’s

cverettBank
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Yesterday & Today

A COLUMN OF PAST AND CURRENT EVENTS
by Bennett Molinari & Richard Molinari

John Singer Sargent

Born in 1856 in Florence Italy to
expatriate American parents, John
Singer Sargent received his first for-
mal art instruction at Rome in 1868,
and then attended the Accademia
delle Belle Arti in Florence between
1870 and 1873. In 1874, he was
accepted at the Paris atelier of
the portraitist Emile Duran and
attended drawing classes at the
Ecole des Beaux-Arts. He began
to exhibit at the Salon in 1877.
During a trip to Spain several expe-
riences had a significant impact on L
Sargent’s artistic development: in 1879 he copied paintings by
Velazquez at the Prado, in 1880 he visited Belgium and Holland,
where he copied works by Franz Hals, and in 1881 he met Whistler
in Venice. The controversy engendered by Sargent’s daring portrait
of Madame Gautreau (Madam X) at the Salon of 1884 precipitated
his departure to London the following year. In 1887, he visited
and worked with Monet at Giverny, and made his first professional
trip to America. In 1897, he was elected an academician at the
National Academy of Design, New York, and the Royal Academy
of Art, in London, and he was made a member of the Legion of
Honor in France.

By the turn of the century Sargent was recognized as the most
acclaimed international society portraitist of the Edwardian era,
and his clientele consisted of the most affluent, aristocratic, and
fashionable people of his time. He influenced an entire generation
of American portraitists. Around 1906, he abandoned portrai-
ture and worked primarily in watercolor, a medium in which he
was extraordinarily gifted. Although an expatriate who lived in
London, Sargent was committed to America’s cultural develop-
ment and executed important mural decorations for the Boston
Public Library (1890-1919), the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
(1916-1925), and Harvard University’s Widener Library
(1921-1922). He passed away in London in 1925.

Happy Anniversary A
from your friends at
Ausonia Council 1513
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Boston’s Fisherman’s Feast
Returns to the North End for its 115th Year

Boston’s Fisherman’s Feast is
back for the 115%™ anniversary,
bringing the one-of-a-kind
festival back to Boston. The
city’s longest-running Italian
festival will be celebrated from
Thursday, August 14 through
Sunday, August 17, 2025 on
Fleet, North & Lewis Streets.

Dating all the way back to
1910, this hugely popular
annual Italian festival is held
throughout the streets of
Boston’s North End district
to celebrate the devotion of
immigrant Sicilian fishermen
to the Madonna del Soccorso di
Sciacca (Our Lady of Help). This
year will see the usual enticing
selection of entertainment,
food (including samples from
premiere sponsor, Pastene),
cooking demonstrations, and
traditional parades, including
a religious procession through
the district’s narrow streets
carrying a statue of the
Madonna, street vendors, a beer
garden sponsored by Samuel
Adams and Sun Cruiser,
and the 7% Annual Meatball
Competition.

Boston’s most beloved festival
will once again perform the
“Flight of the Angel.” Called a
“spectacle not to be missed” by
National Geographic, this year’s
Flight of the Angel will close
out the 115% Fisherman’s
Feast at 9:00 p.m., on Sunday,
August 17%.

The festival is free to enter for

4 )

Happy
130th

Anniversary
to a National
Treasure
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all. A full schedule of events can
be found at fishermansfeast.com.
ABOUT THE
FISHERMAN’S FEAST

The Fisherman’s Feast is an
annual event that began in
Boston in 1910 and is based
on a tradition that goes back
to the 16th century in Sciacca
Sicily. The Feast is based on
the devotion of the fishermen
from Sciacca to the Madonna
del Soccorso (Our Lady of Help).
Each August since 1910, the
Feast has been held in Boston’s

historic North End on North
and Fleet Streets, making it the
North End’s oldest continuously
running Italian festival. The
Feast traditionally starts on
Thursday when the statue of
the Madonna is moved from her
home in the Fisherman’s Club
to a chapel at the center of the
feast. This will be her home
throughout the weekend. Each
night and during weekend days
there is entertainment on the
bandstand and vendors selling
food as well as crafts.
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a voice for all.

future!
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Fhank you for the Pact 130 Yearo!

I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to our loyal
readers, subscribers, advertisers, columnists, writers,
contributors, dedicated staff and to all who have
supported us over past 130 years.

As we honor our history, we look ahead with continued
commitment to truth, fairness, integrity and remaining

Thank you for being part of our past, present and

Pamela Donnaruma - Editor and Publisher

J

Happy 130th Anniversary
to the Post-Gazette

2 rom your friends at
2| e
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Ristorante “ Saraceno”

at 286 Hanover Street

in Boston
MODICA 617.227.5353
ALBERT A. DENAPOLI, ESQ. Franco Pezzano
EaStBOSton Proprietor
Tarlow, Breed, Hart & Rodgers, P.C. ArtistsGroup.com
101 Huntington Avenue . 7 N\
Prudential Center ¢ Boston, MA 02199 Atlantic Works tb G ﬁ! 42 ZZ ond fO
(617) 218-2024 Direct  (617) 218-2000 Main Galler ”c’;((
(617) 2617673 Fax y Pam and her leam althe
E-Mail: adenapoli@tbhr-law.com ¢ Web Address: http:/www.tbhr-law.com
The law firm of Tarlow, Breed, Hart & Rodgers, P.C. provides individuals, businesses @ Z— m
and municipalities with sophisticated and cost-effective legal counsel in the areas ( ) OA ~g%
of estate planning, taxation, real estate, corporate law, executive benefits, business Mort/L gm,l ﬂiatom'm/ Sociel‘y
litigation, environmental law, and insolvency law. The firm is unique in its ability to provide c / /OZ Ollou/z conlinuoud seavice lo the
comprehensive and high quality legal services normally associated with significantly larger Mgmiu ates
firms but in a more cost effective manner. i /9 ; p %ZO-C/{”Z%ZCM commum'g( /02 /50 gl(m,
e [~ ost-azelle v
on 130 \/V[iéfam'ca/ yeam
a N )
(] s | - NORTH@DEND
I| Illl}. Ilr*-'}:,/ i:"lr IH’#W'I - ;w_.;i'.'-"utl-:'/ HISTORICAL
. SOCIETY
\\E OF THE Capyy,
\2\0 O( Directors & Officers
7/ Thomas Damigella, President
Dr. Jessica Dello Russo
m ‘s ' Executive Director
Vito Aluia, Historian / Director
ANNETTE MERCOGLIANO, OWNER Jimmy Pasto, Director
HARVARD NORTH ASSEMBLY TD Patricia Annino, Director
SQUARE Enp Row GARDEN Rita Damigella, Clerk/Director
11 Dunster St. 300 Hanover St. 445 Revolution Dr. 100 Legends Way
Cambridge, MA  Boston, MA Somerville, MA Boston, MA Northendhistorical soci ety
(617) 661-0518 (617) 742-3050  (617) 718-2020  (617) 718-2020 @gmail.com
www.mikespastry.com www.northendboston.or
\ Lalibh J ° ) y




PAGE 8

POST-GAZETTE, JULY 25, 2025

Sauce vs. Gravy Debate Settl ed'

The inaugural Sagra del Sugo, Sauce Festival, held last Saturday,
in the Prado on Hanover Street in Boston’s North End, is believed
to have finally determined the sauce vs. gravy debate, as if that will
ever be possible. There was plenty of friendly competition, plenty
of pasta, an abundance of neighborhood pride and a golden ladle
awarded to the winner.

The Sagra del Sugo event was spearheaded by District 1 City
Councilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata’s office, with the coordination
from her North End Liaison, Samantha Peracchi, bringing the com-
munity together for one of the most iconic and ethnic gatherings
the neighborhood has seen in many years. There were signature
sugo tastings from various North End restaurants, all vying for
the People’s Choice Award and Best Traditional Sugo award. The
judges were none other than local Nonna’s, including Natalina
Tizzano, Sheila Moretti, Marie Colleameno, Julia Russolillo, along
with the philosophical voice of reason, Father Michael Della Penna,
Pastor of St. Leonard Church.

There was something for everyone who attended, regardless of
age, including kids activities, face painting, Italian music, and
raffles with all proceeds going directly to the North End Youth
Organization (NEYO). A special thank you to everyone who came
out, donated, and helped bring this community celebration to life.
Much appreciation to this year’s participating restaurants, Ciao
Roma, Florentine, Giacamo’s, Nando’s, Prezza, Strega, and Umbiria.

A huge Shout out of Congratulations to the Winner’s; Umbria
was crowned Best Traditional Sugo by the North End Nonna’s and
Father Michael, the Florentine Cafe was the winner of the People’s
Choice Award with the final sauce or gravy vote tally recorded...
and Sauce it is!

A group of visitors from Southern California enjoying Sagra
del Sugo.

Enjoying the festivities in the Prado
(Photos by Gerri Palladino)

r N
Congratulations to

Pamela Donnaruma and staff
of the Post-Gazette
on 130 years
of continuous publication
to the Italian-American community!
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Umbria Restaurant of DePasquale Ventures, was voted winner of the Best Traditional Sugo by
the Nonna Judges, Sheila Moretti, Marie Colleameno, Natalina Tizzano, Julia Russolillo and
Father Michael pictured with Umbria Staff and District 1 City Councilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata.

Father Michael and Nonna Judges Natalina Tizzano,
Julia Russolillo and Sheila Moretti sampling the
sauces.

People’s Choice: The People’s Choice
Award went to the Florentine Restaurant.

Ciara D’Amico, Deputy
Director of the Office of
Neighborhood Services,
sampling a little of this and a
little of that.

Coordinator of the Sagra del
Sugo, Samantha Peracchi,
of District 1-City Councilor
Gabriela Coletta Zapata’s
office.

Umbria’s chef preparing
homemade pasta and sauce.

North End residents Charlie
and Fernando, just can’t get
enough of pasta.

-

Mira & Nando Firicano of
Nando’s Restaurant

Rosina Fabbo of NEYO and
Marlo Imbergamo D’Anna,
Director of the Nazzaro
Center

Happy
Anniversary!

Yummy ... Is there any more?

319 Hanover Street,
Boston, MA 02113
857-317-2871

WWW.
cafeamaroboston.com

- J

TAKE OUTS « DINNERS « PIZZA - WINE
240 Hanover St., Boston, MA 02113 ~ 617-742-9124

« APPETIZERS
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Dante Leone and Theresa Malionek lead the parade carrying the Italian, American and
San Rocco Society Flags proudly in the annual San Rocco procession down Hanover Street.

Robert and Carol present

A salute to Korean and ribbons to the San Rocco
Vietnam Veterans. Society.

San Rocco Society Officers; (L to R) Nick Favorito, Alex Leone,
Jerry Leone and Giovanni Leone

Pinning a donation on the San
Rocco statue.

The ever-faithful Claudia,
of La Famiglia Spagnuolo’s

Alex, Lisa and Marco Leone leading the San Rocco procession
through the streets of the North End neighborhood.

£

Restaurant offering her Olivia and Orazio DeLuca teaching the next generation about

ribbon to San Rocco. tradition.

Larry, Jerry, Kevin, Joe and Mike take a quick break from
carrying the statue of San Rocco.

John and Maria with son Francesco

Cheers to 130
yecars of Italian
community
journalism

EAGLE BANK

Congratulations to the
Post-Gazette on 130 years of
dedicated journalism and service to
Boston'’s Italian-American community.
Eagle Bank is proud to recognize this
milestone and the important role
you continue to play.

Stop by our North End branch located at
389 Hanover Street for all your banking needs.
Together, we go further

Member FDIC/ Member DIF www.bankeagle.com
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* IDEO by Bob Morello. & TO TALK OF MANY THINGS

. . of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings
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WARFARE (Blu-ray)
A24

Warfare is a war film based on
a real mission in an al-Qaeda
controlled area of Iraq’s Ramadi
Province. The film revolves
around a U.S. Navy SEAL pla-
toon’s surveillance mission in
insurgent Iraq territory, while
in the home of an Iraqi fam-
ily. The group of American
Navy SEALS were surveilling
an urban residential area to
make sure that ground troops
could pass through safely the
next day, which unfortunately
quickly escalated into a danger-
ous firefight. Co-directed by Ray
Mendoza and Alex Garland, it
is based on Mendoza’s real-life
experiences and the experiences
of his platoon during the Iraq
war. Created with realism as
the foundation, the film draws
heavily on the testimonies of
the platoon members involved,
and displays the chaos they
encountered. The exciting film
Warfare present themes of
brotherhood, sacrifice, sur-
vival, and the brutal realities of
modern warfare, and features
a strong ensemble cast that
includes D’Pharaoh Woon-A-
Tai, Will Poulter, Cosmo Jarvis,
Kit Connor, and Joseph Quinn.

FALLOUT: SEASON ONE

(4K UHD.Steelbook)
Warner Bros. Discovery
Home Ent.

Based on the best-selling
global video game franchise,
Warner Bros. Discovery Home
Entertainment brings you the
most bombastic and delightful
post-apocalyptic action mis-
sion to ensure the survival of
humanity with the release of
Fallout: Season One on Blu-ray
and DVD. A limited edition 4K
UHD Steelbook will be avail-
able exclusively at Amazon.
The 4K UHD Steelbook and
Blu-ray sets will both include
a set of 6 Collectible Art Cards
(available while supplies last).
Binge all 8 episodes of the phe-
nomenal series, plus go behind
the scenes with over an hour of
bonus content. Based on one
of the greatest video games of
all time, Fallout is the story of
haves and have-nots in a world
in which there’s almost noth-
ing left to have. Two-hundred
years after the apocalypse, the
gentle denizens of luxury fallout
shelters are forced to return to
the irradiated hellscape their

ancestors left behind—and are
shocked to discover an incred-
ibly complex, gleefully weird,
and highly violent universe
waiting for them. The series
comes from Kilter Films and
executive producers Jonathan
Nolan and Lisa Joy. Fallout
stars Ella Purnell, Aaron Moten,
Kyle MacLachlan, and Walton
Goggins. Athena Wickham of
Kilter Films also executive pro-
duces, along with Todd Howard
for Bethesda Game Studios and
Bethesda Softworks.
DETONATION:
VIOLENT RIDERS -
LIMITED EDITION (Blu-ray)
88 Films
88 Films presents the North
American Blu-ray debut of the
Japanese motorcycle cult clas-
sic, Detonation! Violent Riders
in a limited edition. Iwaki, is
a motorcycle mechanic with
a fierce dream to become a
professional racer. He gets a
bit distracted when he falls for
the lovely Michiko. While she
is sweet, her brother Tsugami,
has a bit of a temper and does
not approve of her dating Iwaki.
Making things worse is the
leader of the outlaw Red Rose
Gang, who also has his eyes
on Michiko. Iwaki might be
stomped into a speed bump
before he gets a chance to take
a checkered flag. Detonation!
Violent Riders is a two-fisted
action biker-gang cult classic.
The Limited-Edition Blu-ray’s
special features include an
individually numbered OBI
Strip, a limited-edition book-
let, an audio commentary by
Ashley Darrow and Jonathan
Greenaway, a brand-new video
essay by Nathan Stuart, a
trailer, and a still gallery.
GIVE ME A WORD -
THE COLLECTIVE SOUL
STORY (Blu-ray)
Trinity Content Partners
The Collective Soul docu-
mentary, “Give Me a Word:
The Collective Soul Story,” was
recently released via Trinity
Content Partners, and will be
available on demand in North
America through various plat-
forms like Amazon, iTunes
(Worldwide), and Google (U.K.
and North America), as well as
on DVD and Blu-ray. The film
explores the band’s 30-plus
year journey, including the

(Continued on Page 14)

Happy 130¢h

Welcome to America’s Oldest Restaurant

UNION OYSTER HOUSE

A National Historic Landmark
4

Hearty Portions of
Yankee Style Seafood,
Fresh New England

41 Union Street « Boston

All Major Credit Cards Honored - Reservations Recommended
Visit Our Website www.unionoysterhouse.com
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Specializing In

Lobster and
Grilled Meats

617-227-2750

STAY COOL
IN THE SUMMER HEAT

The City of Boston declared
another heat emergency last
week as temperatures soared
across our neighborhoods.
With the heat index climbing
dangerously high, it’s especially
important to always take extra
care — particularly for our
seniors, young children, and
anyone without access to air
conditioning.

I spent the heat wave jumping
back and forth between Shea’s
Beach in East Boston and
Wollaston Beach in Quincy.
I lived in Quincy for some
25 years and always enjoyed
getting a nice suntan stretched
out in my beach chair. However,
if I just want to stay local,
I go down to Eastie’s beach
now called Constitution Beach
by DCR but Shea’s by all the
locals.

As a Sicilian-Irish guy, I
never burn or start looking
like a lobster. Usually by the
time Labor Day approaches, I
could pass for a Tunisian from
North Africa. My DNA includes
4 percent Tunisian.

Just remember don’t overdo
things during hot temperatures.
Stay hydrated and don’t get
sunstroke. I did once and it
wasn’t fun. Oh, and always use
sunscreen. Back in my younger
days, I didn’t and got a small
case of skin cancer on my nose.
Not funny. Stay cool in the
heat.

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI25P3823EA

Estate of
JULIA P. SHAGOURY
Also Known As:
JUDY SHAGOURY

Date of Death: May 30, 2025

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal Representative has
been filed by Peter A. Zahka, Il of Dedham,
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that Peter A.
Zahka, Il of Dedham, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have aright to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
August 14, 2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written
appearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely
written appearance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day, action may be
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM
PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration directly from
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 17, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 07/25/2025

Here’s a little girl cooling off
under a sprinkler. Thanks to
Boston Youth Community
Centers our young folks can
get cooled off in the heat and,
no matter our age, we can too.

CITY OF QUINCY
DANCE PARTY
The City of Quincy and
Quincy400 will be hosting a
musical celebration and dance
party covering the *70s, '80s and
’90s on Saturday, August 16th

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

Docket No. SU25P1663EA

Estate of
GEORGE VALTON DE SILVA
Also Known As:
GEORGE DeSILVA

Date of Death: May 21, 2025

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Personal
Representative has been filed by North End
Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center of
Boston, MA requesting that the Court enter
a formal Decree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Kathleen
Brunelle of Wilbraham, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of said estate to
serve With Personal Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have aright to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of September 02, 2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline
by which you must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to this proceed-
ing. If you fail to file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed by an affidavit
of objections within thirty (30) days of the
return day, action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration directly from
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.

Witness, HON. JANINE D. RIVERS,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 22, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq., Register of Probate

Run date: 07/25/2025

at the Hancock Adams Common
in Quincy Center from 2:00-
7:00 p.m. Sounds like a great
night out on the dance floor and
shaking your tail feathers or
might that be too sixties?

SACRED HEART PARISH
MONTHLY DINNER

The next monthly community
dinner at Sacred Heart Parish
in East Boston will be on
Wednesday, August 13th from
5:00-7:00 p.m. SUMMER MENU
think grill. All are welcome,
bring a friend too!

TUESDAY NIGHT
I WAS OVER AT THE
TASTE OF EASTIE
I will tell you all about it next
week. I love this event held
every July where one can check
out some amazing food from
some amazing restaurants. This
event is hosted by East Boston
Main Street at the Tall Ship on
Pier One, East Boston, a great
entertainment venue with ferry
service over to Boston’s Long
Wharf.
If you missed this year’s
evening mark your calendar
now for next year.

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0654CA
In the Matter of
CHRISTIAN JAIDEN PENA

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Minor
has been filed by Christian Jaiden Pena of
Lowell, MA, requesting that the court enter
a Decree changing their name to Christian
Jaiden Rios.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return
day of August 18, 2025. This is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline by which you must file
a written appearance if you object to this
proceeding.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court
Date: July 21, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run Date: 07/25/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after August 18, 2025
by public or private sale to satisfy a
lien for towing, storage, and all other
fees due.

2012 AUDI Q5
Vin #WA1LFAFP6CA047516

2001 TOYOTA CAMRY
Vin #4T1BG28KX1U046558
2008 HONDA PILOT
Vin #5FNYF18598B008635
2006 HYUNDAI TIBURON
Vin #KMHHN65F 16U221592
2024 ZHILONG ST
Vin #HZ2TBCNF8R1005817
2010 NISSAN VERSA
Vin #3N1BC1CP5AL389238
2007 INFINITI G35
Vin #JNKBV61F57M808121
2018 TOYOTA CAMRY
Vin #4T1B11HKXJU603707
2018 TAOTAO RACER 50
Vin #LINPCBPJ4J1010334
2005 TOYOTA CAMRY
Vin #4T1BE32K45U038109
Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info@todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 07/25, 08/01, 08/08/2025
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2025
NORTH END
FESTIVAL DIRECTORY

JULY

ST. JOSEPH July 25, 26, 27
Sunday Procession — Hanover — Prince Sts. 1 pm

AUGUST

ST. AGRIPPINA July 31, August 1, 2, 3
Hanover & Battery Sts. Opens 7 pm on Thursday
Sunday Procession 12 noon

MADONNA DELLA CAVA August 8, 9,10
Hanover & Battery Sts. Opens 7 pm on Friday
Sunday Procession 1pm

MADONNA del SOCCORSO August 14, 15, 16, 17
North, Fleet & Lewis Sts. (Fisherman’s)
Sunday Procession 1 pm - Flight of the Angel 8 pm

SANTA LUCIA
Thursday, Feast & Procession
Thacher & Endicott Sts.

ST. ANTHONY’S FEAST August 29, 30, 31
Endicott & Thacher, N. Margin Sts.
Sunday Procession

August 28
5pm

12 pm

SEPTEMBER

SAN GENNARO FEAST September 5, 6, 7
Paul Revere Mall (Prado) Hanover St.
Sunday Procession

ST. ROSALIA di PALERMO
Procession Only - North Square

12 pm

TBD
1pm

ADDITIONAL ITALIAN FESTIVALS

Malden, MA

SAINT ROCCO FESTIVAL
Pearl Street, Malden, MA
Sunday Procession

August 8, 9, 10

1pm

Lawrence, MA
FEAST of the THREE SAINTS  August 29, 30, 31
Saints Alfio, Filadelfo and Cirino

Common & Union Streets, Lawrence

Sunday Procession 3 pm

Cambridge Festival

SS COSMAS AND DAMIAN 100™
Sunday Procession
Warren and Cambridge St., Cambridge

Sept. 4,5,6,7
1pm

Congratulations on

130 Years

of serving the Italian-American Community

all its conflicts throughout the f . )
20" century, Russia had yet Conﬂratu[atlom on
to face an adversary with such . .
282 Bennington Street East Boston Tesolve. 130 Years of Serving to the Community
Pasta & Pastry
617-567-1992 Hlapppy chniversany Dr. Dean J. Saluti
Sales Office 617-567-4499 ext 815 President,
Broadway Brake Renaissance Lodge, OSIA
Route One South - Lynnfield Corp.
Pasta & Pastry Shop PN PARTS & SERVICE. & Marjorie Cahn
781-592-5552 Philip D’Angelo, President P.O. Box 692027
Function Sales Office 781-592-6400 Someruilo WA Stoughton, WA Quincy, MA 02269
) 617-666-1000 781-344-4107 ( )

THOUGHTS sy DAN

ABOUT THIS & THAT

with Daniel A. DiCenso

The Soviet Defeat in Afghanistan:
An Analysis

Entire courses in both mili-
tary and civilian academies
could and should be devoted to
the Soviet defeat in Afghanistan
as the rippling consequences for
the three main nations involved
continue to make waves.
Ironically, the Soviet invasion
and subsequent defeat at the
hands of the Mujahideen and
their American allies marked
the end of an era that had sown
bitter resentment for over thirty
years. True, by the time the Red
Army withdrew in 1989 the Cold
War was in its dying embers,
but losing this final foothold
proved almost as devastating
for the USSR as the loss of the
Spanish-American War proved
for Spain, leading to sunken
national moral, economy and
the coup de grace for the Soviet
Union before its collapse.

Perhaps, however, the
United States ultimately fared
worse, the abandonment of
Afghanistan ushering a new
era of geopolitical terrorism
armed by the very weapons we
left behind. But the people of
Afghanistan fared worst of all,
the nation left ruined by war
finding itself vulnerable to the
hands of terrorists.

Why Russia invaded
Afghanistan is easy to under-
stand. With America, its rival
since the end of WWII, cul-
tivating a considerable sup-
port base in the Middle and
Near East (notably Israel and
Jordan), Afghanistan, ruled by
the Marxist People’s Democratic
Party of Afghanistan, was an
attractive spot for the USSR to
make its move in the region.

Likewise, it is not hard
to understand why the
Afghanistan’s leader, Hafizullah
Amin, welcomed the help of
a communist superpower to
squash the rebellion of the
Mujahideen, which was becom-
ing increasingly angry over
the dismantling of Sharia law.
Finally, it is also in line with
Ronald Reagan’s tactics to align
himself with the Mujahideen in
a trade of arms to bring down a
common enemy. As he did with
Manuel Noriega, Reagan was
willing to join forces with an
enemy of his enemies, especially
Communist governments.

What should be analyzed
deeper is why the Red Army
lost the Soviet-Afghan War
after a decade. Superficially,
the reasons seem clear. Armed
with weaponry supplied by the
United States, the Mujahideen
were a formidable foe with a
willingness to any sacrifice. For

This should not be interpreted
as meaning that the Soviet
Army was lacking in strength
and training, but this was a
very different sort of opponent.
Much of the combat train-
ing the Soviet troops received
reflected the largescale warfare
the motherland had endured
in the past century, leaving it
inexperienced for the guerilla
tactics of the Mujahideen.

Favorable to the Mujahideen
was the desert terrain, offering
ample areas for sudden duck
and cover, while the Soviets
lacked adequate equipment for
fighting outside of dense forests.

As historian Lester W. Grau
stated in his The Bear Went
Over the Mountain: Soviet
Combat Tactics in Afghanistan,
“Several combat principles
lay at the heart of the muja-
hideen’s tactics. First, they
avoided direct contact with the
superior might of regular forces
which would have wiped them
out. Second, the mujahideen
practically never conducted
positional warfare and, when
threatened with encirclement,
would abandon their positions.
Third, in all forms of combat,
the mujahideen always strove
to achieve surprise.”

In addition, he says, “The
mujahideen did not accommo-
date the Soviet Army by fighting
a norther-European-plain war.
They refused to dig in and wait
for Soviet artillery. The Soviets
found that massed artillery and
simple battle drills had little
effect on the elusive guerillas.”

Grau goes on to say, “The
mujahideen knew the terrain
intimately, were natural scouts,
and were capable of rapidly
transmitting the necessary
information about secret Soviet
unit and subunit movements
over great distances using rudi-
mentary communications gear
and signaling devices. Among
the guerilla forces’ tactical

strong suits were all types of
night actions, the ability to rap-
idly and clandestinely move in
the mountains, and the fielding
of a very broad agent reconnais-
sance network.”

It is important to note, how-
ever, that Russia’s lack of
preparedness was as much
psychological as it was prac-
tical. For the war it faced in
Afghanistan was different from
any war it fought before not only
in landscape and method of
fighting but also in spirit.

“Ideologically, the Soviet lead-
ership was unable to come to
grips with war in Afghanistan,”
says Grau. “Marxist-Leninist
dogma did not allow for a “war
of national liberation” where
people would fight against a
Marxist regime. So, initially
the press carried pictures of
happy Soviet soldiers build-
ing orphanages and did not
mention that they were also
engaged in combat and filling
those very orphanages. By the
end of 1983, the Soviet press
had only reported six dead and
wounded soldiers, although by
that time, the 40®™ Army had
suffered 6,262 dead 9,880 com-
bat wounded.”

When the number of casual-
ties and artillery (451 aircraft,
147 tanks, 1,314 army vehicles
and 433 guns) lost could no
longer be hidden, it became
practically impossible for the
Soviet government to justify
the war to a disillusioned and
angered populace. This situ-
ation would be paralleled in
Afghanistan where the Soviet
Army began losing the support
even of the population initially
in favor of their occupation as
many of them, and their chil-
dren, were becoming caught in
the crossfire.

Despite how the war was
being sold, though, the Soviet

(Continued on Page 14)
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Sunflowers Blooming in the North End

by Patti Sartori

Eliot School Kindergarten Class with Robyn Reed and Al Skinner spend the day gardening and
planting Sun Flowers in DeFilippo Playground, the Gassy, in Boston’s North End neighborhood.

L 4

The North End Garden Aficionado’s, Robyn Reed and Al
Skinner, standing proudly in DeFilippo Playground, the Gassy
with the soon to be massive Mongolian sunflowers.
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Miss D’Amico’s Eliot School Kindergarten Class digging for
worms in DeFilippo Playground, the Gassy, on Prince Street,
North End.
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Congratulations
to the Post-Gagzette
on 130 Years

of Publication
from

NORTH END
CARES

When we walk by the for-
mer Michelangelo School, now
senior housing, on Charter
Street, from the outside it looks
like a typical old building blend-
ing seamlessly in to the fabric
of the neighborhood. However,
those of us in the know, are
privy to its rooftop secret.

If you have never been invited
to visit Al Skinner’s urban oasis
on the rooftop of the Mickeys,
ask him nicely next time you
run into him, you will not be
sorry. Nestled high-a-top on
the roof is a gardeners dream.
Pots of basil, raspberries, blue-
berries, cherry tomatoes and
other goodies are taking shape
each day under the watchful
eye of Skinner, and his faithful
counterpart, Robyn Reed, each
possessing green thumbs that
most would envy.

The Michelangelo rooftop
is not the only location ben-
efitting from Al & Robyn’s tal-
ents. Christopher Columbus
Park on Commercial Street
and DeFilippo Playground,
aka “The Gassy’ to locals,
are full of amazing perennial
plants and flowers, vibrant
colored roses, and a selection
of Maximillian sunflowers,
which are a smaller breed along
with the most humungous
sunflowers I have ever seen,
known as “Mongolian” giant
sunflowers.

This past Spring, Vitianna
D’Amico, kindergarten teacher
at the Eliot School and life-
long North End resident, was
invited by Skinner and Reed to
bring her class to the Gassy to
learn gardening and plant their
very own sunflower seeds. The
premise is similar to Skinner
and Reed’s “Plant Your Own
Window Box Event”, where they
encourage and teach people in
the neighborhood, particularly
children, how to cultivate the
soil and appreciate planting and
gardens.

St. Francis please protect and
watch the Children’s Rock
Garden.

Miss D’Amico’s Kindergarten Class from the Eliot School in
the North End prepare the soil before planting the Mongolian
Giant Sunflowers in the De Filippo, Gassy Playground.

Skinner explained to Miss
D’Amico’s class about the seeds
they would be planting, and
how they all came from a type
of sunflower seed called The
Mongolian Giant. The duo has
grown that type of sunflower in
the past, with all the seeds com-
ing from sunflowers they had
grown in Christopher Columbus
Park the previous year.

The kindergarteners did a
great job planting the seeds in
the community garden beds
and enjoyed finding worms in
the soil. After a few days the
seeds began to sprout. These
plants should all grow to about
10' tall, or possibly taller if the

weather cooperates in the fall.
Skinner and Reed are eagerly
awaiting the students return
to school in September, so Miss
D’Amico can take her class to
the Gassy and check the prog-
ress of the sunflower seeds they
planted.

The North End community is
lucky to have Al Skinner and
Robyn Reed cultivating and
maintaining the community
gardens in Columbus Park,
the Gassy and don’t forget the
hidden gem, the rooftop of the
Michelangelo. Keep up the good
work and be on the lookout for
future photos of their phenom-
enal results!

Community
Cookout!

W, Juely 30 7 12 P#
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Nanna &

Babbononno

A Nostalgic Remembrance

by John Christatoro

Right after the 2nd World
War began, life changed for the
Christoforo/Contini family.

My dad and uncles had been
on the road with the big bands
(except Uncle Gino) and that
came to an end with the begin-
nings of the war. Uncle Paul
went to work days as a journey-
man printer, Dad accepted a job
teaching machine shop at his old
alma mater, East Boston High
School, Uncle Nick got hooked
up with a band that played
for the dinner crowd at one of
Boston’s hotels, and Uncle Gino
went to work at the Chelsea
Navy Yard. All just waited for
the draft to catch up with them,
because we were at war on two
fronts, and early on, it was called
World War II.

By the summer of 1942, Uncle
Nick was called, and to avoid the
draft, enlisted in the navy. Uncle
Paul was rejected due to his age
and never went into the military.
Once Uncle Gino was called, he
enlisted in the Army Air Corps.
Dad had a high lottery number,
and wasn’t called right away,
but by the end of 42, or early 43,
he was approached by the OSS
(the Office of Strategic Services)
... the forerunner to today’s CIA,
and asked to become a part-time
operator for their Boston divi-
sion. It seems that they were
housing Italian war prisoners at
some of the old forts on Boston
Harbor Islands and at the closed
immigration station on Marginal
Street in East Boston. They
needed someone to interrogate
the captured soldiers, and some-
how, Dad’s name came up. With
Babbononno as his recording
secretary, he accepted the job
on a part-time basis. (He actu-
ally needed Babbononno. Dad
couldn’t read nor write Italian
and barely spoke the dialect
he learned from his father.) So,
Dad’s schedule included teach-
ing at EBHS, working for the
OSS, and, oh I forgot, playing
six nights a week with a quintet,
the Jimmy McHale Orchestra,
at the Fife and Drum Room,
a downstairs café at the Hotel
Vendome on Commonwealth
Ave. He would eventually work
in coaching football.

Gasoline became rationed
early on and all car owners were
issued rectangular stickers that
were placed on the bottom cor-
ner of the passenger’s side of the
windshields. Most people were
issued stickers with a capital
“A” in the center. They were only
able to buy, I believe, five gal-
lons of gas per week. Dad and
my uncles were issued stickers
with a capital “B,” which allowed
the purchase of ten gallons per
week. Ration books were also

issued, and a person buying gas
had to hand over ration stamps
that corresponded to the pur-
chase. This meant that there
was no joy riding or side trips.
Most cars were used for busi-
ness, and that was it. Oh, and
new tires were impossible to get,
which didn’t help the situation.

It was the summer of 42, and
Babbononno wanted to have a
dinner for his family before they
all went off to fight the war, with,
God forbid, some never return-
ing home. Back then, there
was no home air conditioning.
There were window fans or just
screens located on the outside
of open windows. As a result, it
was often too hot to cook and eat
in an East Boston kitchen. The
alternative was a kitchen in the
cellar where it was a bit cooler
than on the upper floors.

In the cellar was the old ice
box that was replaced by an elec-
tric refrigerator in the kitchen.
There was the old kitchen set
that was replaced by a new
one just before the war. Along
with this was a black soap-
stone sink. Surrounding these
creature comforts were shelves
where Nanna stored the veg-
etables she had prepared the
winter before. Not too far away,
were the barrels filled with the
red and white wines vinted by
Babbononno and almost ready
to drink. This was the down-
stairs summer kitchen.

Outside in the back yard was
another table and six to eight
chairs that had been in the
cellar at one time and in the
upstairs kitchen even before
that when they were new. If the
day selected for the dinner was
a good one weather wise, this
is where they would all eat, al
fresco.

A Sunday was selected and
both Nanna and my mother
prayed to St. Anthony for good
weather. He answered their
prayers and the dinner was
served outside. Nanna had made
the pasta a day or two earlier
and had the strands slung over
the nails on the kitchen curtain
stretcher that stood in the back
yard. I had never eaten store
bought pasta until I was about
fifteen. Up until then, it was all
homemade.

The dinner started out with
antipasto that contained cold
cuts cheeses and vegetables
that grew in the back yard,
nurtured by both Nanna and
Babbononno. This was followed
by what today is called Italian
Wedding Soup. Next came the
tagliatelle with Bolognese sauce.
(thick home-made spaghetti
with meat sauce) This was fol-
lowed by an assortment of meats
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cooked in Nanna’s gravy. (sauce
to non-Italians) This was accom-
panied by sautéed vegetables,
and lastly, garden salad. The old
timers served the salad after the
main courses, not before them.
They claimed it was better for the
digestion. There would be bottles
of Babbononno’s red and white
home-made wine on the table
and a couple of carafes with
red with cut up peaches. That
was intended to be the dessert.
Pastry and coffee might come
later, but not right after the din-
ner. What did follow the dinner
was a large bowl of fresh fruit,
dishes of nuts and maybe little
boxes of torrone, in case some-
one wanted something sweet,
early on.

When the dinner came to an
end, Babbononno would light
up a cheroot, and my father
and uncles hand-made Cuban
cigars. From this point on, the
men would relax in the shade
and the ladies would do the
dishes in the black soap stone
sink in the cellar. My cousin,
Paula, and I would be allowed to
leave the table and both babysit
her sister, my infant cousin
Ellie, while we romped in the
back yard.

This was one of the last din-
ners we would all share together
during that summer of 1942.
Soon, Uncle Nick would head
off to the navy and Uncle Gino
to the Air Corps.

We would not all be able to sit
down again until after the war
ended, about three and a half
years in the future.

The war took its toll on the
family. Uncle Nick and his first
wife, Ada Giorgione, separated,
and later divorced. Uncle Gino,
while in New York on leave,
would meet a Flamenco dancer,
and later, marry her (Aunt
Ninna). Nanna would suffer
a massive heart attack and
never fully recover, causing
Babbononno to have to sell the
big house at 70 Eutaw Street in
East Boston, and move into a
small apartment. He also retired
from his day job to take care of
my grandmother. And that’s the
way it was in 1942.

GOD BLESS AMERICA

Before I close, to those of you
who try to contact me at the
paper: If you have a computer,
my email address is: beagsley@
ren.com. This might be an easier
way to go.
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In the capital of Sicily, the Mondello seafront is legendary for
its long-standing tradition of delicious, boiled octopus, once sold
by seaside vendors who cooked it in large pots, chopped it and
served it with lemon. Though the old street stalls have mostly dis-
appeared, the tradition of preparing octopus lives on in Palermo’s
restaurants and lively markets. At the historic Vucciria market,
vendors still honor tradition by tenderizing octopus against cold
marble counters before gently boiling, slicing, and serving it with
nothing more than a squeeze of lemon.

In my Sicilian family, seafood was always at the heart of our
table. Octopus, in particular, was served simply with a lemony
citronette or paired with tender potatoes. My Nonna often added
it to her Frutti or Insalata di Mare, mixing it with shrimp, scal-
lops, mussels, clams, and squid. The recipe I'm sharing today is
a light and easy Sicilian Octopus Salad, perfect for summer and
endlessly adaptable. Whether you enjoy it as is or dress it up with
your favorite additions, it’s a beautiful way to keep Sicilian food
traditions alive and share a little piece of the Mediterranean with
those you love!

SICILIAN OCTOPUS SALAD
Insalata di Polpo alla Siciliana

2% to 3%z Ib. whole fresh octopus

4-5 bay leaves

4 cloves garlic

10-15 fresh parsley stems

2 organic lemons, halved

1 handful whole peppercorns

1 handful salt

Y4 cup freshly squeezed lemon juice

Y4 cup extra virgin olive oil

1 handful chopped parsley

Salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste
Y2 cup finely chopped celery (optional)

2 cups boiled and chopped white potatoes (optional)

Rinse the octopus under cold water. When the water is nearly
boiling, hold the octopus by the head and dip the tentacles in and
out of the water three times to curl the tips. Then fully submerge
the octopus, cover the pot, and simmer over medium heat for 45
minutes to 1 hour.

Let the octopus cool in the cooking water until soft. Once cool,
transfer to a cutting board. Remove the eyes and beak and clean
out the head. Cut the tentacles into 1-1% inch pieces and chop
the head into small chunks.

To make the dressing, in a small jar or bowl combine the lemon
juice, olive oil, chopped parsley, salt, and pepper. Shake or whisk
until emulsified.

In a large bowl, combine chopped octopus with optional celery
and/or potatoes if using. Pour the dressing over the mixture and
toss gently.

Cover and refrigerate for at least 3 to 4 hours to let the flavors
meld. Serve chilled. Best enjoyed the same day.

Marianna Bisignano is a psychologist for the Boston Public
Schools and can be reached at nonnasrecipebox@gmail.com
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Caitlin Clark

Brings WNBA Fever to Boston

It may have been the
Connecticut Suns vs. the
Indiana Fever at TD Garden
last week, but make no mistake
it was Caitlin Clark who drew
the crowd. Outside and inside
the garden, fans made it clear,
not only by donning Indiana
Fever Red, but rather from the
hand-made signs and enthusi-
asm they displayed at the sight
of Clark, that she is a true fan
favorite.

Many fans expressed support
for a WNBA team in Boston.
“We’d love it. And I think
Boston would really support
it,” said Lisa Nichols, one of
the many fans who attended
the Fever/Suns game with her
two young daughters and hus-
band. Massachusetts Governor
Maura Healey, a former Harvard
University basketball player,
took the opportunity to proclaim
last Tuesday, July 15, 2025 as
WNBA Day in Boston, calling
the city a “perfect place for a
WNBA team. Massachusetts
is the birthplace of basketball.
Boston is the most exciting

sports town and sports market
in the country, and we have
phenomenal enthusiasm for
women’s sports. Just look at
how the WNBA has sold out
TD Garden two years in a row.
We’re ready for a WNBA team
in Boston.”

In 2024 the garden held its
first WNBA matchup, easily
selling out the debut game. Last
week, the garden once again
sold out, maxing out at 19,156
tickets, the third sell-out of the

Sun’s 2025 season and the sec-
ond largest number of tickets
sold in Sun franchise history.

“The excitement from the fans
reflects the undeniable growth
and enthusiasm for women’s
professional basketball,” stated
TD Garden President Glen
Thornborough. The Boston
Women’s Basketball Partners
group, headed by former NBA
player Michael Carter-Williams
and actor Donnie Wahlberg,
who hails from Dorchester, is
one of multiple local ownership
groups vying for a WNBA team
in Boston. The group recently
indicated they may seek to bid
for expansion of the league in
Boston.

Indiana Fever player Aliyah
Boston and teammate of Caitlin
Clark, grew up in Worcester,
Massachusetts. Boston made
the political rounds while she
was in town, with stops at City
Hall and the State House. The
city proclaimed Monday, July
14th as Aliyah Boston Day in
honor of the 2023 WNBA Rookie
of the Year’s accomplishments.

* Video Views (Continued from Page 10)

highs, lows, and the music
that has defined their career.
It was directed by Joseph
Rubinstein and produced by
Greg Richling and Jonathan
Sheldon of Pfonetic. Give Me a
Word tells the untold story, the
family component to the band,
the creativity, and the wisdom
that has been hard won over
their three decades plus career.
Filmed at Elvis’ Palm Springs
get-away in early 2023, dur-
ing the recording of the band’s
album “Here to Eternity,” and
containing archival footage from
the band’s early days, Give Me a
Word: The Collective Soul Story
is the definitive feature-length

documentary on Collective
Soul. Currently in their 30th
year, the band has sold over
15 million albums worldwide
— 6 of which have gone gold/
platinum. They boast 7 number
1 singles, including “Shine,”
“December,” and “The World I
Know.”

THE TUNDRA WITHIN ME

(DVD)
IndiePix Films

After living in Oslo for many
years, Lena moves back to
Sapmi in northern Norway
with her young son, to explore
Sami gender in an art project.
While researching in the wintry
tundra, she falls in love with

reindeer herder Mahtte, whose
mother, the head of the family,
disapproves of the relationship.
As decisions from the past come
to haunt her, Lena struggles
to find out whether her and
Mahtte’s lifestyles can ever be
compatible. Norwegian writer/
director Sara Margrethe Oskal
was a professional reindeer
herder for ten years until she
sold her herd and devoted her
life to the arts. Her feature film
debut, The Tundra Within Me,
brings her back to the wintry
landscape of her youth for a
drama based on her own experi-
ences within the cloistered Sami
culture.

* News Briefs (Continued from Page 1)

Gigliotte ended up struggling
with the cops and during the
struggle Gigliotte died on the
ground. Now the family and
the lawyer for the family want
answers. Was protocol fol-
lowed? What is the protocol?
According to the lawyer the guy
was doing nothing criminal, he
was in distress.

This incident will be fully
investigated. Take it from me,
things aren’t always what they
appear to be. Psych incidents
hardly follow protocol. No police
officer wants to see an out of

The Respectful Way®

# % ST. MICHAEL
.

CEMETERY 7 CREMATORY

Community Mausoleum

500 Canterbury Street

control person end up dead.
Cops do the best they can.
Yes, there are exceptions but
we need to wait for all the
facts before using hindsight to
explain what happened. Did the
cops do the best they could to
control the situation they were
called to handle?

I agree with the family that
the deceased man was doing
nothing criminal, so why did
someone call the police? Most
likely to prevent the individ-
ual from hurting himself or
others.

Boston, MA 02131

p: 617.524.1036 p: 800.947.5008 f: 617.522.4646
info@stmichaelcemetery.com www.stmichaelcemetery.com

Let us all get the facts and not
jump to conclusions. As far as
protocol goes, it is often easier
said than done. How often have
we seen this happen before?

All the mental health train-
ing police officers get doesn’t
mean that psych calls end up
with anything resembling com-
pliance. That’s what happens
in real life. During my years
employed by the Department of
Mental Health, with the excep-
tion of a few incidents, non-
compliance happened and then
the job was to keep everyone
safe and quickly move to end
the incident.

There will be calls to train
the police better. Training is
always a good thing. However,
sometimes all the training in the
world won’t bring happy end-
ings for anyone. Let us wait for
all the facts, and the investiga-
tion before pursuing anything
about anything.

End Quote

“Don’t worry about your age,
just about your attitude in life.
Forever young is the way to go.”

— Uncle Neal Harrington

Small Ads
Get Big Results

For more information,
call 617-227-8929.

e Thinking Out Loud (Continued from Page 4)

Here is Anthony Parziale
getting right out there on the
dance floor. He was surely
getting into the music, a little
bit John Travolta, a little bit
Fred Astaire too. His dance
partner in the photo is Rachel
Glass with whom I danced
with too. It is always fun
when you find someone who
actually enjoys acting out on
the dance floor. Seems like
most guys never like dancing
in public. Besides myself and
Parziale I saw one other guy
dancing. What’s wrong with

us guys?

all started with “Seabreeze”
on June 29 and will end with
“Richie Rich & 24 Karat Funk”
on Sunday, August 10th. This
date in August has always been
a day of celebration in my family

history since this year it marks
the 78th anniversary of my
parents’ wedding. I will defi-
nitely be there on the dance
floor too.

I noticed plenty of candidates
running in the September pre-
lims working the crowd as
September will be here before
you know it. There was Tony
Zambuto, Anthony Parziale,
Paul Argenzio, Ira Novoselsky
and Angela Guarino Sawaya.
Between the great music, BBQ
items for sale and free snacks
floating around the crowd, it
was a picture-perfect evening of
fun and relaxation for all.

Here’s the other guy out there
dancing to the music and
having fun.

* Thoughts by Dan (Continued from Page 11)

government knew the war would
attract the ire of the West more
so than that of the Mujahideen
as it was, indeed, intended as
an affront to the West. Tellingly,
the Soviet Union launched its
initial invasion to Afghanistan
on Christmas Eve of 1979, a
day more likely to catch the
United States off guard than an
Islamist army.

Undoubtedly, underesti-
mating the strength of the
Mujahideen’s resistance was a
costly mistake but economics
and Mikhail Gorbachev’s rise to
power were the ultimate key fac-
tors leading to the withdrawal of
Soviet troops.

The war became a tremen-
dous economic strain, one the
Soviet Union could neither jus-
tify nor afford. In this state, the
sanctions placed by the United
States were nearly as lethal as
the weaponry.

For all his declaration of
reforming Russia’s role in global
affair, it is likely Gorbachev
was motivated as much by

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after August 04, 2025
by public or private sale to satisfy a
lien for towing, storage, and all other
fees due.

2008 HYUNDAI TIBURON

Vin #KMHHN66F38U283724

2003 VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE
Vin #3VWCK21Y73M313973
2008 BMW 535xi
Vin #WBANV93558C130818
2002 TOYOTA COROLLA
Vin #2T1BR12E32C586327
2006 MERCEDES BENZ C-CLASS
Vin #WDBRF52H06F 744997
2008 CHEVROLET EXPRESS
Vin #1GCGG25C381168987
2010 BMW 750Lxi
Vin #WBAKC8C52ACY 68665
Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 07/11, 07/18, 07/25/2025

finances as he was by mak-
ing concessions to the United
Nations when he announced
the Soviet withdrawal from
Afghanistan in 1985. A half-
hazard attempt was made to
prepare the Democratic Party
of Afghanistan to carry on after
the retreat of their allies, but
the Soviet influence was largely
over after treaties were signed
in 1988. By early 1989, Soviet
presence had effectively disap-
peared from Afghanistan.

So would the U.S. presence
soon after. Its old Cold War
enemy having faced a costly
and humiliating defeat, the
United States had little interest
in Afghanistan. But there would
be no winners here. The people
of Afghanistan were left in ruin
with little more than the artil-
lery left behind. A devastated
people are easy prey for violent
jihadists. Sadly, we know the
rest.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after August 11, 2025
by public or private sale to satisfy a
lien for towing, storage, and all other
fees due.

2010 CHEVROLET EXPRESS

Vin #1GCUGADXXA1174292

2018 FORD C-MAX
Vin #1FADP5AU8JL105239
2008 HYUNDAI TUCSON
Vin #KM8JN72D88U814525
2009 TOYOTA PRIUS
Vin #JTDKB20U193469059
2014 FORD FUSION
Vin #3FA6POH75ER 164980
2007 TOYOTA COROLLA MATRIX
Vin #2T1KR30E17C685735
2006 TOYOTA RAV4
Vin #JTMBD33V565042312
2016 CHEVROLET MALIBU
Vin #1G1ZH5SXXGF260932
2008 HONDA ACCORD
Vin #JHMCP26858C001607
Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info@todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 07/18, 07/25, 08/01/2025
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* 130 Years (Continued from Page 1)

when the going was very hard.

The moral reward, over the
years of hard work, came in
many ways when American
presidents, senators, congress-
men, governors, and other
officials praised the work of
the newspaper in times of war
and peace. The newspaper
had to fight vigorously against
all forms of discrimination in
employment and immigration
laws, yet on the issue of loyalty
and patriotism, there was never
any question.

The Italian immigrants, after
along period of confusion which
was often bewildering, accepted
in full the American concept
of school, church and state
and have become an integral
part of this democratic society,
bringing to it all the qualities
the Italians have always pos-
sessed as builders, dreamers,
organizers, fighters, artists,
inspired teachers and defenders

of both Italian and American
ideals.

Throughout the U.S., espe-
cially in Boston where freedom
began almost 250 years ago,
LA GAZZETTA or the POST-
GAZETTE has played a vital part
in history.

Today, the University of
Minnesota and the University
of Florence in Italy have com-
piled all of our issues from the
first to the current publication
on micro-film for future gen-
erations, thereby recognizing
the POST-GAZETTE'’s historical
contribution to this country and
the contribution of our unique
culture to the people on these
shores. We continue to bring
to our readers the incredible
stories of Americans from coast-
to-coast who are the “Builders of
America.” We salute these great
men and women who have made
a tremendous contribution to
our country and heritage.

e L’Anno Bello (Continued from Page 4)

seasons around us, we can truly
appreciate the glorious rhythms
of the natural harvest. Lammas
tells us not to mourn over the
end of summer, but rather rec-
ognize the necessity and the
wonder of the cycle of the year.
Without autumn, there would
be no harvest to sustain us
through the dark winter nights.
Let the sight of wheat waving in
the golden sun and hay bales
standing proudly in fruit-laden

fields remind us of the way our
ancestors lived so close to the
Earth, and let us vow to keep
that sacred connection even
within the busiest moments of
our lives.

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz
is a high school history teacher.
She appreciates any comments
and suggestions about Italian
holidays and folklore at
adicenso89@gmail.com.

Happy 130th Anniversary

gﬂnzaidci 1Zari

A Classic Cigar Parlor

Boston's largest private cigar lockers & museum
food offerings, cigar offerings, and top shelf liqueur

292 Hanover Street « Boston, Massachusetts ¢ 617-227-0295
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EXTRA Innings

by Sal Giarratani

Does Anyone Care About

the All-Star Game?

I know I didn’t. I heard the
game was 6-6 after nine innings
and then instead of starting the
10 inning, the final go-ahead
run was decided by a home
run contest. What is going on?
No wonder baseball is quickly
becoming an irrelevant sport. I
also heard before the game was
played some 80 plus players
were named All-Stars. Why not
just make everyone an All-Star.
One Player up in the majors for
just two weeks got named an
All-Star.

What Happened to the
AL East?

The Yankees were running
away with the division until
they weren’t anymore. Toronto
is still holding on to first place
by three games. The Red Sox
with the recent 10 game win-
ning streak are in third five
games out. As of late playing
good teams, the Sox will keep
looking for one game streaks.
The Red Sox will probably finish
in third place, maybe. Not better

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

Docket No. SU25C0398CA

In the Matter of
NICOLE MARIE WALKER

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult
has been filed by Nicole Marie Walker of E.
Boston, MA requesting that the court enter a
Decree changing their name to Nicole Marie
Cestroni.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Suffolk Probate and Family
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
August 14, 2025. This is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline by which you must file
a written appearance if you object to this
proceeding.

Witness, HON. JANINE D. RIVERS,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 14, 2025

Stephanie L. Everett, Esq., Register of Probate

Run Date: 07/25/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Division

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI25P3798EA

Estate of
LORRAINE M. COLLINS

Date of Death: March 07, 2025

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner
James J. Collins of Loudon, NH, Petitioner
Wayne F. Collins of Maumee, OH, a Will has
been admitted to informal probate.

James J. Collins of Loudon, NH, Wayne
F. Collins of Maumee, OH has been informally
appointed as the Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under
informal procedure by the Personal Represen-
tative under the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative and can
petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

Run date: 07/25/2025

than last season or the year
before that or the year before
that but I repeat myself.
Will Last Season’s
Cy Young Winner
Tarik Skubal
Win This Award Again?

Is a repeat honor for Tarik
Skubal on the way. Skubal
looks like the favorite to win
top pitching honors for a sec-
ond straight year? In his most
recent start this past Sunday,
he struck out 11 batters in a
Detroit 2-1 victory. The last AL
pitcher to win the award back-
to-back was Pedro Martinez
with the Red Sox in 1999 and
2000.

Roger Clemens did the feat
twice (1986-87) and again in
(1997-98). Before that in the
American League, you have to
go back to Jim Palmer. (1975-
76). More NL pitchers have
competed in repeat victories
with Randy Johnson repeating
FOUR times (1999-2002).

Jacob deGrom
Looks Vintage Again

Jacob deGrom is looking like
the old deGrom again. After
several bad seasons both before
and again with Texas, deGrom
was again an All-Star. As of last
Friday, he is 9-2 with a 2.29
ERA over 106.1 innings. He
has started 18 games, twice as
many as he had combined the

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court Department
Middlesex Division

Docket No. MI25W0973WD
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
KERLANDE JOSEPH, Plaintiff(s)

V.

SEDAINE JOSEPH, Defendant(s)

To the above named Defendant(s) Sedaine
Joseph

A Complaint has been presented to this Court
by the Plaintiff(s), Kerlande Joseph seeking a
Complaint for Establishing Paternity.

You are required to serve upon Kerlande
Joseph or attorney for plaintiff(s) whose
address is 90 Haverhill Street, Dracut, MA
01826 your answer on or before 27th day of
August 2025. If You fail to do so, the court
will proceed to hearing and adjudication of
this action. You are also required to file a copy
of your answer in the office of this Court at
370 Jackson Street, 5th Floor, Lowell, MA
01852.

Witness, TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, Esq.,

First Justice of said Court at Lowell, this day

of July 16th, 2025.

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate Court
Run date: 07/25/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI25C0705CA

In the Matter of
HAYLANI MICHEL GUTIERREZ

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Minor has
been filed by Haylani Michel Gutierrez of
Medford, MA, requesting that the court enter
a Decree changing their name to Haylani
Michel-Gutierrez.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return
day of August 11, 2025. This is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline by which you must file
a written appearance if you object to this
proceeding.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court
Date: July 14, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run Date: 07/25/2025

last two seasons. It already is
his most starts since 2019 when
he won his second Cy Young
while with the Mets.
Judge Fastest to Hit
350 Home Runs

Aaron Judge isn’t just the
fastest player to hit 350 home
runs; he did it in 192 fewer
games than Mark McGwire. In
that game, Judge also doubled
twice and was then hitting an
incredible .358 with 35 homers
and 81 RBI. McGwire retired
in 2001 at age 38 with 583
homers.

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI20P3447EA

Estate of
JEAN T. CONROY

Date of Death May 22, 2020

CITATION ON PETITION
FOR REMOVAL

To all interested persons:

A Petition has been filed by John T. Conroy
of Dracut, MA requesting that Timothy
Conroy of Dracut, MA be removed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate, also request-
ing that John Thomas Conroy of Dracut,
MA be appointed as Successor Personal
Representative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond.

You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have aright to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before 10:00 a.m. on August 20, 2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written
appearance and objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a timely written
appearance and objection followed by an
Affidavit of Objections within thirty (30)
days of the return date, action may be taken
without further notice to you.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO0,
First Justice of this Court
Date: July 23, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Run date: 07/25/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Division

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
Lowell Justice Center
370 Jackson Street
Lowell, MA 01852
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. Mi24D1049DR
CONTEMPT SUMMONS

KERLANDE JOSEPH
Vs
SEDAINE JOSEPH

To the above named Defendant:
You are ordered to appear at a Probate and
Family Court to be held at:
Date: October 29, 2025
Time: 02:00 PM
Place: Lowell Courtroom 13 - 6th Floor
Lowell Justice Center
370 Jackson Street
Lowell, MA 01852
Summons Issued, Contempt Returnable
to show cause why you should not be held in
civil and/or criminal contempt, the penalty for
which may be a jail sentence.

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon Kerlande Joseph - whose
address is - 90 Haverhill Street, Dracut, MA
01826 your answer, if any, to the complaint
which is herewith served upon you, within
7 days after service of this summons upon
you, exclusive of the day of service. You are
also required to file your answer, if any, to the
complaint in this office of the Register of this
court at Middlesex Probate and Family Court,
either before service upon Plaintiff or Plaintiff's
attorney, if represented by counsel, or within a
reasonable time thereafter.

Failure to appear on this date may result
in the issuance of an order for your arrest.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO0,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 16, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 07/25/2025
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WITH BOBBY FRANKLIN

Happy B|rthday to

LEON AND MICHAEL SPINKS

“The best remedy for pain is activity. It was always that way for me. | boxed so my
environment wouldn’t eat me up. | did it so | could sleep. It was never something
| wanted to do. It was something | needed to do. | ran to boxing.”

— Michael Spinks

“lI knew | could beat Ali. I just had to believe it.”

Michael

Michael and Leon Spinks
were both born in July. Leon
on July 11, 1953 and Michael
on July 13, 1956. They grew
up under extremely difficult
circumstances, yet both went
on to win Gold Medals at the
1976 Olympics; Michael in the
middleweight division and Leon
fighting as a light heavyweight.

Both men rose to the top
fast. In only his 17th fight in
1981, Michael won the undis-
puted light heavyweight title
by beating Eddie Mustafa
Muhammad. This came after
wins against solid opposition
in fighters such as Yaqui Lopez,
Marvin Johnson, and Murray
Sutherland.

Leon climbed the ladder even
faster. In only his eighth bout,
Leon, in perhaps the greatest
upset in heavyweight history,

Leon winning the title from Muhammad

Ali

took a fifteen-round decision
from Muhammad Ali to win
the undisputed championship
in 1978.

Leon hits the Speedbag

— Leon Spinks

Olympic Medalists Michael
and Leon

Seven months later Leon
would lose the title back to Ali
via a fifteen-round decision.
However, the Spinks broth-
ers were not through with the
heavyweight championship.

In another upset which
took place in 1985, Michael
moved up to the heavy-
weight division and
won a fifteen-round
decision over cham-
pion Larry Holmes.
Leon and Michael were
the first brothers to
win the heavyweight
championship.

Michael retained the
title in a rematch with
Holmes and went on
to have two more title
defenses before losing
the belt to Mike Tyson.

Michael retired from
boxing after losing the
title. Leon continued
fighting for quite some

Leon
Glur Spinks and she helped him
get back on his feet. The two
had a great life together before
Leon’s passing in 2021 at the
age of 67.

time after his
defeat by Ali.
He did get
another shot
at the crown in 1981,
but was stopped by
Larry Holmes in the
third round.

Michael retried in
1988 with a record
of 31 wins, 21 by
knockout, and 1 loss.
He is still active in
boxing circles today.
Leon hung up the
gloves in 1995 with
a record of 26 wins,
14 by knockout, and 17 losses.
His was a sad story, but later on
he was blessed to marry Brenda

Michael works the Speedbag

Michael taking the crown from Larry
Holmes

Both Spinks brothers were
exciting fighters. While Leon’s
life spun out of control for a
while, he was always well liked.
He got back on his feet after
meeting Brenda, and led a good
life in his later years.

Michael is one of the most
liked former boxers. He draws
a crowd wherever he goes. Both
men went through hell grow-
ing up, but ended up on their
feet.

Here’s to a Happy Heavenly
Birthday for Leon. And Happy
Birthday to Michael.

The Spinks Brothers

NOTE: I recently heard from Peter Marciano who was kind enough to point out that in my
column on Lou Brouillard, I was incorrect when [ wrote that his brother Rocky never fought in
Boston. As Peter noted, Rocky did fight twice in the Hub. On July 10, 1950, he defeated Geno
Buonvino by a ten-round decision at Braves Field. On August 27, 1951 he kayoed Freddie
Beshore at the Boston Garden. Thank you, Peter, for setting the record straight.

HOOPS and HOCKEY in the HUB

by Richard Preiss

It is midsummer but the
Bruins just threw a cooling
item in among the various heat
waves we have been experienc-
ing with the announcement of
their 2025-2026 regular season
schedule.

The schedule opens as normal
in early October and closes in
mid-April but it is what takes
place in between that is of
utmost concern.

The proceedings will be a bit
more unusual than in most
years because the National
Hockey League will shut down
for most of February so players
can participate in the Winter
Olympics in Italy.

That means that the nor-
mal 82-game regular season
actually had to be adjusted
to fit into far fewer days in
order to accomplish a mid-April
conclusion.

And that has led to a poten-
tial increased focus on what
is considered the nemesis of
all National Hockey League
Players-more back-to-back
games being spread throughout
the season.

That situation occurs when a
team plays two games in a row
without a day of rest in between,
with either both contests at
home, one at home and one on
the road, one on the road and
the second at home or both on
the road.

Taken together, the Bruins
slate features 12 back-to-
backs throughout the season—
accounting for about 30 percent
of the games in the overall
schedule.

There are two in October,
one each in November and
December, a couple in January
and none in February — chiefly
because of a three-week break
for the Winter Olympics.

Whenever the NHL starts a
new season, we always say that
the Bruins are a potential play-
off team. How else should any
team be described when eight
Eastern Conference teams out
of 16 will make the playoffs?

If, when the season starts,
people feel that a team doesn’t
even have a possibility to at
least compete for a playoff spot,
then what is the potential hope
in the community for that team
over the course of the long regu-
lar season?

Last year, in a preseason
press conference, Bruins presi-
dent Cam Neely said that he
believed that the 2024-2025
Bruins could make the playoffs,
especially if they remained rela-
tively free of injuries.

Unfortunately, the B’s came
up short and were on the side-
lines this past spring. But that
did not invalidate the preseason
assessment by Neely. It was
very valid at the time, but one
that over the full course of the
season, did not come to fruition
as the B’s finished in last place
in the Atlantic Division.

In a similar fashion we believe
that the 2025-2026 Bruins
team has the capacity to make
the playoffs. How else to feel

when literally half of the teams
in the Eastern Conference will
make the playoffs?

But there is a bit more of a
challenge this year and yes, it
has to do with the schedule.
When the Bruins reconvene in
late February following the con-
clusion of the Winter Olympics
there will be 25 games left in
the regular season. But here is
where things may well be differ-
ent from normal.

The Bruins have six back-to
backs scheduled in the final
weeks of the regular season
after the Olympics. That’s 12
games that will be played in the
very unpopular popular back-
to-back format — meaning just
under 50 percent of those 25
remaining contests.

That is important to consider,
especially if the Bruins are a
“bubble” team fighting for a
playoff berth in the closing
weeks of the regular season.

Four of the back-to-backs
start at the Garden and finish
on the road the next day or
night — meaning the team has
to leave the Garden right after
the game, jump on a charter
flight and fly immediately to the
road city for the second game of
the back-to-back.

The other two are completely
on the road, meaning the B’s fly
in for the first game, then board
a charter flight soon after that
contest is over and fly to the
second city for the second game
of the back-to-back.

In all of these scenarios the
players and coaches only get
to rest when they arrive at the
“second city hotel” — which can
be an hour or more after land-
ing at the airport. Sometimes,
they might not open the doors
to their hotel rooms until the
wee hours of the morning, espe-
cially if the first game has ended
around 10:00 p.m.

But fortunately, four of the
final six back-to-backs feature
earlier starts to the first game:
one is at 4:30 p.m., two are
at 5:00 p.m., and another is
at 12:30 p.m. These translate
into earlier arrivals and more
normal sleeping times in the
second city.

Still, as you can imagine, this
segment of the schedule is a
daunting one, especially for a
team like the Bruins that may
have to fight for a playoff berth
during the closing weeks of the
regular season.

We have not examined the
schedules of other National
Hockey League teams so we
can’t say for certain that they
will face the same scheduling
challenges that the Bruins will
have to deal with in the final
weeks of the regular season.

But we have a feeling that the
B’s will not be alone in having
to deal with the realities of a
compressed schedule in March
and the first half of April.

But whatever teams make it
through will be battle tested and
ready for the playoffs. Will the
Bruins be one of those teams?
Only time will tell.
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