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It should come have come 
as no surprise last week when 
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu 
picked up the endorsement 
of the Boston Teachers Union 
(BTU) in her re-election bid. “The 
1,000 educators of the BTU are 
proud to support Mayor Wu for 
re-election. Mayor Wu is more 
than the mayor, she is a Boston 
Public School parent (BPS), 
and has improved working and 
learning conditions within BPS 
and has demonstrated that she 
will continue to advocate on the 
local, state, and federal level 
for what is in the best interest 
of Boston students, educators, 
and communities.”

The BTU noted Wu’s support 
of community hub schools, 
implementing parental leave  
for BPS educators, speaking 
before congress on behalf of 
Boston, investing in BPS facili-
ties, and supporting a provision 
in a Project Labor Agreement 
creating opportunities for 
Madison Park High School 
graduates.

Wu said she was “honored to 
earn the support of the union. 
As a BPS mom, I’m grateful 
every day for the tireless work 
and dedicated care of BTU 

members building the bright-
est future for Boston’s stu-
dents and school communities. 
Through two consecutive collec-
tive bargaining agreements in 
2022 and 2025, we have pushed 
hard to give these workers the 
support they need in the class-
room and at home, including 
paid parental leave for the first 
time and lifting salaries of our 
lowest wage workers. Together 
we will keep working to make 
Boston a home for everyone and 
BPS the first choice for all of our 
families.”

Wu has picked up a number 
of labor organization endorse-
ments in her battle against 
challenger Josh Kraft, including 
the Boston Police Patrolmen’s 
Association (BPPA), several 
SEIU locals, Teamsters Local 
25 and others. Kraft, former 
President and CEO of the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of Boston,  
has  r e c e i v ed  h i s  sha r e 
of endorsements as well , 
including the International 
Longshoreman’s Association 
(ILA), International Association 
o f  B r i d g e ,  S t r u c t u r a l , 
Ornamental and Reinforcing 
Iron Workers Local 7, Laborers 
Local 22, and more.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu 
Picks up Major Endorsement

The Madonna Delle Grazie Society (Our 
Lady of Grace) celebrated their annual feast in  
honor of the Blessed Mother on Sunday,  
July 13, 2025. Following a 10:30 a.m. Italian mass  
in her honor at St. Leonard Church, on Hanover 
Street in Boston’s North End, the society  
members and devotees set off on a tradi- 
tional procession through the streets of the 
neighborhood. 

Madonna Delle Grazie Society
Celebrates 122nd Year of Devotion

Madonna Delle Grazie Society.JPG: Madonna Delle Grazie Society members with family, friends 
and devotees following the annual mass honoring their Blessed Mother in front of St. Leonard 
Church, on Hanover Street in the North End.                              (Photos by Gerri Palladino) 

Founded in 1903, and originating in San Sossio 
Baronia, Avellino, Italy, the organization is one of 
four North End religious societies who celebrate 
and honor the Blessed Mother. It was another 
wonderful opportunity to maintain the traditions 
our ancestors brought with them from Italy. The 
society extends their heartfelt appreciation to all 
who work to keep this sacred tradition alive for 
the next generation.

Mayors, Town Managers, and 
other Officials from Greater 
Boston communities, are grow-
ing frustrated over the cur-
rent sanitation strike between 
Republic Services and striking 
members of Teamsters Local 25. 
Both sides are pointing fingers at 
the other as negotiations stalled 
last weekend and were set to 
resume mid-week. Local gov-
ernment leaders are demand-
ing Republic Services “provide 
accurate and updated timelines 
and service expectations and 
expand drivers resources and 
logistical support to guarantee 
the daily completion of all trash 
and recycling routes.” 

Their demands were plainly 
stated in a letter they sent 
to Republic Service execu-
tives last week. Officials from 
Gloucester, Danvers, Beverly, 
Canton, Ipswich, Lynnfield, 
Malden, Manchester-by-the 
Sea, North Reading, Peabody, 
Swampscott, Wakefield, and 
Watertown all signed on to the 
letter. “Our communities are 
already bearing the cost of this 
disruption, both in personnel 
and material resources, as we 
work to mitigate the impacts 
of the service interruption and 
delay in full-service resumption. 
It is entirely reasonable, and 

Local Cities & Towns at Odds with Republic 
Services Over Trash Strike

necessary, for municipalities 
to take steps to secure alterna-
tive services that protect pub-
lic health and maintain basic 
standards of cleanliness and 
safety. We fully intend to seek 
appropriate compensation for 
the consequential damages and 
expenses incurred as a direct 
result of Republic Services fail-
ure to meet its obligations,” the 
officials stated in the letter.

They noted they are tracking 
the costs, including labor and 
emergency response efforts to 
determine the full extent of the 
financial burden thrust upon 
the cities and towns. Local 25 
President Tom Mari, said “I feel 
bad for the citizens in the cities 
and towns serviced by Republic. 
We will show up to the next 
negotiation meeting ready to 
agree to a contract that brings 
Republic’s employees up to the 
standards we’ve established for 
the employees of Capitol and 
Boston Carting.”

Republic Services say it pro-
posed an almost 16% immediate 
wage increase and approximate 
43% pay increase over five 
years, noting that half of the 
Boston regional union mem-
bers currently earn six-figure 
salaries each year. “When a 
wage proposal this significant 

combined with generous retire-
ment contributions, there is no 
question who is responsible for 
this ongoing strike, Teamsters 
Local 25 and its President 
Tom Mari. It is time for the 
Teamsters to get serious about 
negotiations so our employees 
can return to work,” the com-
pany said in a statement. 

Greater Boston is only one 
region of the country dealing 
with trash piling up. Mari said 
approximately 4,000 Teamsters 
are refusing to report to work 
nationally unti l  Republic 
Services “bargains fair and 
equitable contracts.” Numerous 
state lawmakers have pressured 
Republic Services to settle the 
contract with Teamsters Local 
25. “As legislators, we are dis-
appointed to learn that despite 
multiple meetings, Republic 
Services has failed to meet basic 
community standards,” they 
stated in a letter to the com-
pany. Adding, “Environmental 
conditions are deteriorating, 
with uncollected trash affect-
ing neighborhoods, parks, and 
waterways. Public health con-
cerns are escalating, particu-
larly as restaurants struggle 
without a viable waste solution 
during the peak of their busy 
season.”

The Semiquincentennial is coming! The Semiquincentennial 
is coming! Who would have thought 250 years ago, as 
Paul Revere embarked on his historic ride, that Boston, 
Massachusetts would be preparing for an epic celebration 
honoring the 250th Anniversary of our nation’s founding in 
1776. To honor this milestone occasion, Boston Ports will 
host the largest fleet of tall ships and military ships, to ever 
grace Boston Harbor.
Sail 250 could be the largest tourist event in history, offering 
Bostonians, Massachusetts residents, visitors, crews and 
cadets, from all over America and the world, a once in a lifetime 
experience and a world-class maritime celebration.

Sail Boston - Sail 250 
Countdown Begins!

July 11 - 16, 2026

American Tall Ship - Eagle
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Nostra
Stirpe by Prof. Edmund Turiello

A weekly column highlighting some
of the more interesting aspects of our
ancestry...our lineage...our roots.
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Massachusetts Senate President Karen Spilka 
recent call for a statewide ban on cell phones in 
public schools across the Commonwealth has 
just taken a step closer to becoming reality. The 
Massachusetts Senate Democrats advanced leg-
islation last week requiring all public schools to 
implement a “bell-to-bell” ban on student access 
to personal electronic devices, especially cell 
phones, during a school day.

Advocates of the legislation believe stu-
dents perform better academically when they  
are less distracted by cell phones, offering more 
face-to-face communication and interaction. High 
school teachers strongly support this proposal 
suggesting cell phones in the classroom are a 
continual nuisance.

Spilka and Senator Jason Lewis, co-chair of 
the Education Committee, said pushing the bill 
forward brings the state one step closer to mak-
ing schools cell phone-free, offering in a joint 
statement, “The cell phone is one of the most 
distracting devices ever created. Overwhelming 
evidence shows us that cell phones are major 
barriers to student growth and achievement in 
the classroom, and they make it harder for our 
talented educators to teach.”

Thirty-two states currently have a law or policy 
on the books covering K-12 classroom of school 
cell phone usage. Twenty-five states, including 
New York and Vermont, ban or limit cell phones in 
classrooms. The idea has gained deeper support  
since Democrats such as Governor Maura Healey 
have openly supported pulling back on cell phone 
usage in classrooms.

The bill was in the Senate Democrats pushed 
out of Education Committee would require all 
Massachusetts public schools and districts to 
implement policies for student use of personal 
electronic devices on school grounds and during 
school sponsored activities prior to the start of 
the 2026-2027 school year.

Since passing through the Education 
Committee, the proposal is headed to the Senate 
Ways and Means Committee, led by Senator 
Michael Rodrigues, where it will await a floor 
vote. “As legislators, neighbors and parents, it 
is incumbent upon us to ensure classrooms are 
places where young people focus, learn, and 
thrive. We look forward to seeing the bill’s contin-
ued progress as it moves to the Senate Committee 
on Ways and Means,” Senate President Spilka 
and Senator Lewis said in their joint statement.

Massachusetts Public Schools
Headed Toward a Cell Phone Free Zone

As airport screening tech-
nology has advanced, the 
Transpor ta t i on  Secur i t y 
Administration (TSA) updates 
airport security requirements. 
Travelers will no longer be 
required to remove their shoes 
as they are herded through 
airport security, federal officials 
announced last week. “The TSA 
will no longer require travelers 
to remove their shoes when they 
go through our security check-
points. We want to improve this 
travel experience, but while 
maintaining safety standards 
and making sure that we are 
keeping people safe as they go 
to take their vacations, travel 
for work or spend time with 
their families,” said Homeland 
Security Secretary Kristi Noem.

The change will be nation-
wide and be effective immedi-
ately. The security screening 
measure requiring passengers 
to remove their shoes has been 

Hold Onto Your Shoes
standard practice since 2006, 
following Richard Reid, the 
“show bomber” in his failed 
attempt to blow up a flight from 
Paris to Miami in 2001. Over 
the past twenty years “secu-
rity technology has changed 
dramatically. It’s evolved. TSA 
has changed. We have a multi-
layered whole-of-government 
approach now to security and 
to the environment that people 
anticipate and experience when 
they come into an airport that 
has been honed, and hardened. 
Officials have evaluated the 
equipment at every airport and 
are fully confident the security 
needs will still be met with the 
new policy in place at every 
checkpoint,” added Noem.

TSA has incorporated facial 
recognition technology as part 
of the Real ID mandate in May. 
According to Homeland Security 
officials, even stronger tech-
nology for airport security is 

being piloted, including those 
allowing passengers to keep 
bags with them, not interact 
with officers and not removing 
their laptops from bags. More 
changes are due in the next six 
to nine months. Every rule is 
being evaluated regarding TSA 
checkpoints. 

“All of you know that some-
times checkpoints can be cum-
bersome and unpredictable 
based on what the situation 
is, and so with removing your 
technology, the liquids, your 
belts, your coats, your shoes, 
all of them are being evaluated 
and looked at. But it can only 
be accomplished if we have the 
adequate technology to make 
sure we’re doing this safely and 
still keeping our systems hard,” 
stated Noem.

Logan Airport officials did not 
state when the change will go 
into effect in Boston, instead 
directing questions to the TSA.
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JUPITER

I noted previously that the 
serious aspect of Roman reli-
gion appears to have begun 
at the time of Romulus in  
750 B.C. He marked out the 
limits of a temple to Jupiter 
and after suitable offerings; 
this became the first temple 
that was consecrated in Rome. 
This temple to Jupiter was  
such a vast innovation in a 
simple rustic town like ancient 
Rome that it remained their 
religious center for many  
years.

I also wrote that if this temple 
remained the religious center of 
ancient Rome for many years, 
I wondered how many readers 
knew who Jupiter was. How 
about the other gods in Roman 
mythology? As tourists are 
guided around modern Rome, 
there are constant references 
made to ancient temples that 
were dedicated to the various 

Roman gods. The question was 
asked, “If you know nothing 
about the mythological gods, 
then how in the name of heaven 
can you understand the real 
meaning behind the construc-
tion of their temples?”

Additionally, we were asked  
to remember that Roman 
mythology was based upon or 
influenced by Greek mythol-
ogy. This is the reason why I’m  
constantly referring to the 
Greek gods and goddesses. Last 
time, we examined the circum-
stances surrounding the birth 
of Zeus, his two brothers and 
three sisters. This now leads us 
to Jupiter, the Roman counter-
part to Zeus.

Jupiter was also known as 
Juppiter, Diespiter, Jovis, and 
Jove, while his wife was named 
Juno. The Romans worshipped 

Jupiter, the king of the Roman Gods — A marble statue made 
around 150 AD, displayed in the Louvre Museum.

(Continued on Page 11)

The final summer meeting of 
the NEWNC recently took place 
at the Nazzaro Community 
Center on North Bennet Street. 
The agenda was fairly light given 
the community is in the midst of 
a summer break and heat wave. 
Maria Perez, Mayor Wu’s newly 
announced liaison to the Office 
of Neighborhood Services intro-
duced herself to the group. Also 
in attendance was Samantha 
Perracchi of District 1 City 
Councilor Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata’s Office. 

There was some discussion 
regarding the ongoing street 
repairs throughout the com-
munity, including Charter, 
Endicott, North Margin, Moon 
Street, and others. It was also 
pointed out that Commercial 
Street is in fact eligible for Speed 
Bumps, as a method to slow 
traffic, but it would require a full 
review prior to implementation.

The Richmond Street Bridge 
is on-going, although vehic-
ular access has now been 
re-opened. Rory Harrington 
reminded the group about the 
weekly NEMPAC concerts on 
the Greenway, Thursdays from 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m., and also noted 
the new sub-committee, Friends 

North End/Waterfront Neighborhood 
Council (NEWNC) Monthly Meeting

of the North End Library (FONE 
Library), for anyone interested 
in joining or participating.

There was a short feast report 
provided by Jason Aluia and 
Michael Bonetti, of the St. 
Anthony Society regarding secu-
rity and safety measures that 
will be in place. The annual 
feast will be held on Labor 
Day weekend, August 29th 
through August 31st. The soci-
ety is coordinating with Area A-1 
Boston Police Captain Richard 
Driscoll, who will be providing 
officers throughout the feast 
and neighborhood along with 

the society contracting with a 
private security company for 
additional measures. Last year 
everything went smoothly and 
it is anticipated to remain the 
same this year.

The last item on the agenda 
was the application of Tessa 
Hadlock, owner of 93 Charter 
Street, at the corner of Charter 
and Copps Hill Terrace, seeking 
a variance to install a wrought 
iron decorative roof railing 
around the top exterior of an 
existing head house, with stairs 

(Continued on Page 4)
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A little over a month ago I com-
pleted the necessary steps all on my 
own to become an official candidate 
for Boston City Council District 1, 
which covers Charlestown, East 
Boston, Wharf District and the North 
End and I was certified to be on the 
ballot for this September’s Primary 
election.

I know I’ve been very vocal lately 
about our city needs from transpar-
ency and accountability to compas-

sion and true community centered leadership. Many of you have 
noticed my posts and critiques, and I appreciate every single person 
who has engaged, supported, or challenged me along the way 
whether publicly or privately. 

Just days before I met the deadline to qualify for the ballot I was 
under audit, then faced a baseless state-level investigation into my 
real estate company, endured numerous attempts of manipulation 
and distractions by people I considered friends, offered jobs to stay 
quiet which I refused, even racially harassed and threatened. I was 
hated on, frowned upon, and made some enemies along the way. 
But somewhere in all of that chaos, some folks seemed to forget or 
not realize who I am and where I came from.

Let me remind you, it takes more than any of that to break me. 
If anything, it built me. I’m stronger than ever before, with more 
clarity about who’s really who in my circle and what I’m truly here 
for. I’m not bitter ... I’m blessed! And I’m grateful for every trial in 
life that reveals truth.

However, aside from all else after much contemplation, deep 
prayer, reflection, life unfolding in some unexpected ways with dif-
ferent matters I have decided that I will not be actively campaigning 
or running for Boston City Council at this time. I take the responsi-
bilities of leadership seriously, and I never want to pursue a seat if 
I’m not fully dedicated not just during the campaign, but in service 
to the people after the election. God is my only guidance counselor 
and unless his direction leads me to a life path, I will not pursue. 

That being said my name Andretti R. McDuffie-Stanziani will still 
appear on the ballot September 9th, so just know it’s no mistake 
but please know you may disregard. 

Thank you to everyone who has believed in me, challenged me, 
supported me, or simply followed along. This isn’t the end, just a 
shift. The mission continues and so do I. 

With love, truth, and community always,
Andretti R. McDuffie-Stanziani

Andretti R. McDuffie-Stanziani
Withdraws Candidacy

Dr. Domenic G. Amara, 
PhD., a cherished husband, 
fa t h e r,  g r a n d fa t h e r, 
b ro t h e r,  u n c l e ,  a n d 
respected international 
educator, passed away 
peaceful ly  on Fr iday,  
July 11, 2025, at the Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center in Boston, from a 
cancerous lymphoma, he 
was 85 years old.

D o m  wa s  b o r n  o n 
February 6, 1940, in 
Boston. He was the beloved son of the 
late Philip and Domenica (Imprescia) 
Amara of East Boston and an inspiration, 
mentor and a model representative of the 
Italian culture and community. Domenic’s 
life was the embodiment of dedication, 
hard work, commitment, and respect 
in all he strived to achieve. His passion 
and love for education was reflected in 
numerous positions he held throughout 
his career. His educational achievements, 
civic and community awards, and the 
many accolades he received were a true 
testament to his love of learning and trying 
to improve the quality of life of young 
people through education.

Dom lived nearly his entire life, all 85 
years, in East Boston. He was educated 
at Christopher Columbus High School, 
Boston University with a BS in Biology 
and Chemistry. He worked nights as an 
EMT at Boston City Hospital, while he 
was a student at BU. He would earn his 
MS degree at UMass Boston; he would 
go onto Boston College where he earned 
his Doctorate in Science Curriculum 
Development.

He was a science teacher at East Boston 
High School, then later the Mario Umana 
School of Technology, also in East Boston 
as Vice Principal. He became Principal at 
the Edison School in Brighton, and the 
Umana-Barnes School in East Boston. 
He ended a long successful career as 
Principal at the Warren Prescott School in 
Charlestown which he held for 21 years. He 
was also a captain in the Massachusetts 
Guard and publisher of the Regional 
Review, a biweekly newspaper in East 
Boston, Charlestown, and North End.

D o m  f o s t e r e d 
par tnerships with the 
Boys & Girls Club, MGH, 
The Community Center, 
Hammond Real Estate, 
The U.S. Navy, Courageous 
Sailing, Bunker Hill C.C., 
Zelma Lacey, Charlestown 
H.S., MIT MASS, The Italian 
Consulate, and many other 
organizations.

His involvement and 
dedication to the mission 
o f  U n i te d  P l a n e t  o f 

Education culminated as the Co-Founder 
of the Neme Aissatou Diallo School and 
Medical Clinic located in the Republic of 
Guinea, West Africa.

His community, civic, and Italian cultural 
involvement and awards include President 
of Pirandello Lyceum and Chairman of 
the Italian American Alliance, and many 
more.

He is the beloved husband of 58 years 
to Frances M. (Giuffrida) Amara of East 
Boston. The loving father of Philip D. 
Amara and his wife Hiroko of Swampscott. 
The cherished grandfather of his pride 
and joy, Hana Amara. The treasured 
brother of James Amara and his wife 
Nancy of Georgia. Also, lovingly survived 
by several nieces, nephews, grandnieces, 
grandnephews. On behalf of the Amara 
family, they would like to acknowledge 
a special thank you to Dr. David Avigan 
and the staff at Beth Israel for the 
wonderful AL care, respect, dignity, and 
encouragement over the years.

Family and friends are respectfully 
invited to attend visiting hours on Thursday, 
July 17th from 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. in the 
Vertuccio Smith & Vazza Beechwood 
home for Funerals, 262 Beach Street, 
Revere. A Funeral Mass will be celebrated 
on Friday, July 18th at 12:00 Noon in the 
Sacred Heart Church, 45 Brooks Street, 
East Boston, MA. PLEASE go directly to 
church. Interment will immediately follow 
in Woodlawn Cemetery, Everett. 

In lieu of flowers, please honor Dom 
by making a donation in his memory 
to Warren Prescott Foundation Inc.,  
50 School Street, Charlestown, MA 
02129.

Dr. Domenic G. Amara

The legend of Saint Bénézet 
is that he was a bridge builder. 
He was born in La Tour-en-
Maurienne, France in 1163. As 
a shepherd boy while tending his 
flock, he is said to have received 
a divine calling. The voice of 
Jesus commanded him to go 
to Avignon, a city in Southern 
France, to undertake a seem-
ingly impossible mission — to 
build a bridge across the raging 
Rhône River. This was no small 
feat. The river was known for its 
treacherous currents and had 
claimed many lives. In fact, even 
the engineers of ancient Rome 
had deemed it impossible. 

Arriving in Avignon, Bénézet 
faced skepticism and ridicule. 
Yet, he remained determined 
to build the bridge. Legend has 
it that he miraculously lifted 
a colossal stone, signaling the 
beginning of construction. 

Saint Bénézet
by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

Day after day, Saint Bénézet 
went to work with brick and 
mortar. Eventually, the shep-
herd boy’s diligence inspired 
a large cohort of men to assist 
him in his endeavor, they called 
themselves the “Fraternity of 
Bridge Builders.”

Many miracles were reported 
during the building of the bridge, 
and miraculously, the bridge 
was built, and is today called 
Pont Saint-Bénézet.

Saint Bénézet passed away in 
1184, at the age of 21, four years 
before the bridge was completed. 
His remains were interred in 
the bridge. Years later, a flood 
washed over the bridge and 
swept his coffin away. When 
it was found in 1669, Saint 
Bénézet’s body was incorrupt. 
The Feast Day of Saint Bénézet 
is April 14. He is the patron saint 
of bridge builders. 
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L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore
Past Parties and Current Celebrations:

A History of Birthdays
by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz

BCYF Nazzaro Center 
Senior Calendar

Friday, July 18
10:30am: Join Nancy with Live Better in your Body
12:00-1:00pm: Lunch and Learn: Narcan Training

Tuesday, July 22
11:00am: Senior Social Hour

11:30am: Cold Lunch provided by Ethos 
1:00pm: Senior Bingo
Wednesday, July 23

10:30am: Senior Dance Fitness
Thursday, July 24

10:30am: Senior Yoga
11:00am: Senior Social Hour

11:30am: Cold Lunch provided by Ethos
1:00pm: Senior Bingo

6:30-7:30pm: Age Strong Bota Fogo Dance Fitness 
(Christopher Columbus Waterfront Park)

Friday, July 25
10:30am: Senior Live Better in Your Body

Tuesday, July 29
11:00am: Senior Social Hour

11:30am: Cold Lunch provided by Ethos
1:00pm: Senior Bingo
Wednesday, July 30

10:30am: Senior Dance Fitness
Thursday, July 31

10:30am: Senior Yoga
11:00 am: Senior Social Hour

11:30am: Cold Lunch provided by Ethos
1:00pm: Senior Bingo

6:30-7:30pm: Age Strong Bota Fogo Dance Fitness 
(Christopher Columbus Waterfront Park)

My birthday is approaching 
on Sunday, July 20th, and it 
has gotten me thinking about 
these unique celebrations in 
general. Birthdays fall under 
the category of rites of passage, 
or milestones, and, as a result, 
cultures around the world cel-
ebrate birthdays with special 
customs and traditions. While 
we think of birthdays as great 
opportunities for parties and 
food, in ancient times people 
viewed birthdays as danger-
ous occasions because of their 
liminality, being poised between 
one year and the next. As such, 
birthday parties included — and 
continue to include — loud 
noise and noise makers to 
scare off the evil spirit believed 
to be lurking around during 
this period. Many vestiges of 
these ancient fetes remain. 
From birthday cakes to picking 
up the check, here are special 
birthday traditions from around 
the world. 

Our first stop, of course, 
is Italy, one of the original 
homes of the birthday cake. 
Though scholars are still unsure 
about the roots of the birthday 
cake, many theorize that these 
sweet treats originated in the 
Mediterranean world. Ancient 
Greeks baked round cakes to 
honor Artemis, the goddess of 
the moon and the hunt, and 
then illuminated the cakes 
with candles in order to better 
resemble the moon. The ancient 
Romans, on the other hand, 
made sweet honey cakes to 
serve at birthdays and weddings 
— where they were traditionally 
broken over the bride’s head for 
good luck! However, the custom 
of placing candles on a birthday 
cake comes from Germany, 
where a large candle was often 
situated in the center of the cake 
to symbolize life. Modern Italian 
birthday traditions resemble 
those of America. People gather 
for a birthday cake, food, a 
party and gifts. There are some 

differences, however. Beware of 
people pulling on your earlobes 
if you celebrate your birthday 
in Italy — they will pull the cor-
responding number of years you 
are turning. Also, if a group of 
friends go out to dinner, it is the 
friend celebrating the birthday 
who is expected to pay for the 
meal. Finally, since saints are 
an important part of Italian soci-
ety, children are often named for 
the saint whose day coincides 
with their birthday. Or they 
may celebrate on a smaller scale 
during the day belonging to the 
saint who shares their name. My 
father, for example, was born 
on August 16th, which is Saint 
Roch’s day, and so my grand-
mother appropriately named 
him Rocco! 

Foods are an important part 
of birthday celebrations around 
the world. Australian children 
can expect to be served the 
charmingly named Fairy Bread, 
or buttered bread covered with 
multicolored sprinkles, dur-
ing their parties. Children in 
Brazil receive marzipan candies 
shaped like fruit. Candies fea-
ture in Mexican birthdays as 
well, where they are concealed 
in a piñata which is later broken 
open by blindfolded guests. The 
Dutch, on the other hand, like 
to feast on pancakes sprinkled 
with powdered sugar. Many 
birthday foods also reflect the 
theme of good luck for the 
upcoming year. A person cel-
ebrating their birthday in China 
will eat long noodles, which 
symbolize a long life. Russians 
have birthday pies instead of 
birthday cakes, and a message 
bestowing good fortune upon 
the birthday person is inscribed 
on the crust. Finally, Canadian 
children can expect a more 
immediate form of luck at birth-
day parties. Whoever finds a 
coin hidden in his or her slice of 
birthday cake will have the first 
turn in all of the feast’s games! 
In addition to food, sometimes 

the specific age a person is 
turning forms the focal point of 
birthday celebrations. Usually 
these special birthdays honor 
the entrance into adulthood. 
The United States has “sweet 
sixteen” celebrations, while 
Latin American countries hold 
elaborate quinceañeras when 
a girl turns fifteen. These par-
ties rival weddings and the girl 
shares a special dance with her 
father. In the Jewish tradition, 
bar or bat mitzvah rituals near 
a teenager’s thirteenth birthday 
welcome the boy or girl as adult 
members of the community. 

Birthdays are a special time 
to honor both human joy and 
resilience. They indicate that we 
have once again made it through 
a year filled with myriad human 
emotions, from happiness to 
disillusionment, challenges and 
triumphs. They remind us that 
we have the strength to endure. 
Like holidays, birthdays are an 
indication that the year cycles 
on, and that is a good reason to 
celebrate. Whether we celebrate 
with cakes or dinners, when we 
honor a birthday, we honor the 
passage of time, but also all that 
is timeless — love and family 
and good food. That is the true 
meaning of the candles wink-
ing and blinking cheerfully on 
a birthday cake, a symbol that, 
like us, has come a long way. 

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz is 
a high school history teacher. Any 
comments and suggestions about 
Italian holidays and folklore at 
adicenso89@gmail.com.

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston 
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under the 
provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following 
vehicles on or after July 28, 2025 by 
public or private sale to satisfy a lien 
for towing, storage, and all other fees 
due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 07/04, 07/11, 07/18/2025

2014 KIA FORTE 
Vin #KNAFK4A62E5073649

2005 INFINITI G35 
Vin #JNKCV51F15M301194

2006 INFINITI G35 
Vin# JNKCV51F36M609565

2004 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #JHMCM56334C032220

2003 GMC SAVANA 
Vin #1GTGG25U031226667

2009 HONDA CHF50 
Vin #JH2AF60629K502642

2017 FORD FOCUS 
Vin #1FADP3F26HL256070

2013 NISSAN ALTIMA 
Vin #1N4AL3AP4DC102484

2009 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 
Vin #5NMSG73D29H249165

2000 ISUZU NPR 
Vin #4KLC4B1R6YJ802200

2024 ZHILONG ST 
Vin #HZ2TBCNF5R1007024

2023 ZHILONG CLOCK 
Vin #HZ2TBCNF7P1004042

ST. JUDE NOVENA
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 

adored, glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the world now and for- 
ever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us.  
St. Jude, worker of miracles, pray 
for us. St. Jude, help of the hopeless, 
pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a 
day, by the 8th day your prayer will 
be answered. It has never been known 
to fail. Publication must be promised. 
My prayers have been answered.

                                        L.P.

• NEWNC Monthly Meeting (Continued from Page 2)

NORTH E
PRINTING

Quality Printing
for all your

Commercial and Personal Needs
Stationery • Business Cards • Menus • Flyers

Program Books • Wedding and Party Invitations
Announcements • Business Forms and Documents

5 PRINCE STREET • NORTH END • BOSTON, MA 02113

617-227-8929
— COMPETITIVE PRICES —

Owned and operated by Pamela Donnaruma, Publisher, Post-Gazette

ND

to access an existing chimney, 
also on top of the head house. 
Tessa explained that she pur-
chased the building six years 
ago, which included a legal roof 
deck and head house structure. 
Over the years she noticed a 
pattern of her then teen and 
adolescent children, now young 
adult children jumping onto  
the top of the head house, from 
the roof deck. The back of the 
head house falls two and a half 
stories straight down, while the 
front of the head house falls 
onto the roof deck. As a safety 
precaution she installed a deco-
rative see through wrought iron 
railing around the top of the 
head house hoping to dissuade 
her children and other guests 
from attempting to access it. 
She stated that as a mother 
safety is her first concern and 
priority.

Due to lack of permits, Tessa 
was told by the City to remove 
the railing, and apply to the ZBA 
for zoning relief, as it would now 
increase the height past the 55’ 
neighborhood height restriction. 
After following the city’s direc-
tive, Tessa filed a permit with 
the Zoning Board of Appeals 

(ZBA) and is now undertak-
ing the required community 
process. Tessa stated she, her 
husband and family have ben-
efited from good stewards of the 
corner and hold a solid track 
record within the area. 

Paul and Cecily Foster of 540 
Commercial Street, are abutters 
to the applicant, with a window 
from their unit looking directly 
onto the roof deck, spoke in 
opposition to the proposed rail-
ing. The Foster’s stated they 
are life-long residents of the 
North End community and 
in 25 years they have never 
seen anyone attempting to 
access the roof of the head 
house. They also believe the 
railing may alter their sight line. 
Cecily also feels children should  
follow the rules and that in  
her work in and around 
Beacon Hill and the Back Bay, 
she knows this type pf pro-
posal would never be allowed. 
Members of the Council shared 
the same sentiment about  
children following rules, espe-
cially given they are young 
adults.

The Council voted 4-0 in 
opposition to the proposal.
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Bricco
Boutique ItalianCuisine

241 Hanover St. • 617.248.6800

Maré
Seafood & Oyster Bar

135 Richmond St. • 617.723.MARE

Quattro
Grill, Rosticceria & Pizzeria
266 Hanover St. 617.720.0444

AquaPazza
Oyster Bar & Italian Kitchen

135 Richmond St. • 857-350-3105

Trattoria Il Panino
Boston’s 1st Original Trattoria
11 Parmenter St. • 617.720.1336

Assaggio
Positano Cuisine Restaurant • Lounge

29 Prince St. Boston • 617-865-1265

Umbria
Steakhouse & mia Roof Deck
250 Hanover St. • 617-868-1265 

Dolce
Italian Cafe with 33 Flavors of Tiramisu

272 Hanover St.

umbria
Italian steakhouse

& mia
              ROOF DECK

Nobile Insurance
MICHAEL F. NOBILE, CPCU 

Email: MNobile@NobileInsurance.com

ALBANO F. PONTE, CEP
Financial and Estate Planning

Email: AFPonte@msn.com
Phone: 617-320-0022

MEDFORD
39 Salem St., Medford, MA 02155

781-395-4200

FAX: 781-391-8493

BOSTON
30 Prince St., Boston, MA 02113

617-523-6766

FAX: 617-523-0078

Red, white, and blue spirit filled the ABCD 
North End/West End Neighborhood Service 
Center as seniors, staff, and volunteers came 
together to celebrate Independence Day with 
heart and hospitality.

The event featured a delicious, all-American 
spread generously sponsored by Old North 
Church, including hot dogs, creamy macaroni 
and cheese, crisp green salad, blueberry pie, 
and plenty of ice cream to beat the summer heat.

A standout moment of the day was the volun-
teer support from Maggie Malone, daughter of 
NE/WE NSC Fundraising Specialist Johannah 
Malone and a rising senior at Arlington High 

School. Maggie brought energy and warmth as 
she helped set up, served food, and spent time 
connecting with seniors.

Samantha Peracchi, North End and Wharf 
District Liaison from the Office of City Councilor 
Gabriela “Gigi” Coletta Zapata (District 1) and 
Joe Creason (Office of State Representative Jay 
Livingstone) also joined the festivities as they 
chatted with guests. Advisory Board members 
Marian O’Neil, Victor Brogna, and Teri Groome 
(also Strada 234) were once again on hand to 
serve with joy. Teri’s husband, Paul Groome, also 
pitched in, helping to make the meal a smooth 
and spirited success.

It was a day filled with laughter, gratitude, and 
genuine connection and the ABCD NE/WE NSC 
thanks all who helped bring this vibrant holiday 
gathering to life. Happy Independence Day!

ABCD NE/WE NSC Fundraising Specialist 
Johannah Malone and her daughter Maggie 
striking a pose with ABCD NE/WE NSC 
Director Julia Power

Samantha Peracchi, North End and Wharf 
District Liaison (Office of City Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta Zapata) and North End 
seniors enjoying one another’s company

Samantha Peracchi, North End and Wharf 
District Liaison (Office of City Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta Zapata) and Teri Groome 
(ABCD NE/WE NSC Advisory Board member) 
with lunch guests

Behind the scenes in the kitchen! ABCD NE/
WE NSC Advisory Board Member Marian O’Neil 
and ABCD NE/WE NSC Director Julia Power

Joe Creason (Office of State Representative 
Jay Livingstone) hanging out with Sesha from 
ABCD Central (HR and Volunteer Department)

Stars, Stripes & Smiles:
A Joyful Independence Day

at ABCD North End/West End NSC

The East Boston Chamber of Commerce placed a display of 
American flags to commemorate Independence Day observed on 
Friday, July 4, 2025 at the Daniel H Solari Square outside the 
Chamber of Commerce office at 464 Bremen Street.

In the United States, Independence Day is celebrated on July 
4th. It commemorates the day the Continental Congress approved 
the final wording of the Declaration of Independence and the birth 
of the United States of America as an independent nation.

Please note that the flags are for display purposes. If anyone 
wishes to obtain/purchase a flag, please feel free to contact the 
Chamber at eastbostonchamberofcommerce@gmail.com.

The East Boston Chamber of Commerce
Commemorates the Observance of

Independence Day

The Boston Convention and 
Exhibition Center on Summer 
Street in South Boston, sits 
dominantly in the outskirts 
of the Seaport, was officially 
renamed last Saturday, in 
honor of former Boston Mayor 
Thomas M. Menino, who held 
the city’s highest office for 20 
years, from 1993 - 2014.

Attending the ceremony were 
front and center members of the 
Menino family, current Mayor 
Michelle Wu, former Mayors 
Ray Flynn and Marty Walsh, 
Lt. Governor Kim Driscoll, 
Congressman Stephen Lynch, 

Thomas M. Menino
Convention & Exhibition Center

is Official

and other elected officials and 
community leaders.

The name change was part 
of the economic development 
law Governor Healey signed in 
November. “Mayor Menino loved 

Boston deeply, and he made 
our city into the global hub for 
business, commerce and tour-
ism that we know it to be today,” 
Healey said last month.

The opinions expressed by our columnists and contributors are not necessarily the same as those of The 
Post-Gazette, its publisher or editor. Photo submissions are accepted by the Post-Gazette provided they 
are clear, original photos. There is a $5 charge for each photo submitted. Photos can be submitted via  
e-mail: postgazette@aol.com. If you want your photos returned, include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.
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2025
NORTH END 

FESTIVAL DIRECTORY

AUGUST
ST. AGRIPPINA	 July 31, August 1, 2, 3
	 Hanover & Battery Sts.  Opens 7 pm on Thursday	
	 Sunday Procession 	 12 noon 
MADONNA DELLA CAVA 	  August 8, 9,10
	 Hanover & Battery Sts.       Opens 7 pm on Friday	
	 Sunday Procession	 1 pm

MADONNA del SOCCORSO   August 14, 15, 16, 17
	 North, Fleet & Lewis Sts. (Fisherman’s)	
	 Sunday Procession 1 pm - Flight of the Angel 8 pm

SANTA LUCIA	 August 28		
	 Thursday, Feast & Procession 	 5 pm
	 Thacher & Endicott Sts.                                   	  

ST. ANTHONY’S FEAST	 August 29, 30, 31
	 Endicott & Thacher, N. Margin Sts.	
	 Sunday Procession	 12 pm

SAN GENNARO FEAST	 September 5, 6, 7
	 Paul Revere Mall (Prado) Hanover St.	
	 Sunday Procession	 12 pm

ST. ROSALIA di PALERMO	 TBD	
	 Procession Only - North Square                     	 1 pm

SEPTEMBER

JULY

ADDITIONAL ITALIAN FESTIVALS
Malden, MA
SAINT ROCCO FESTIVAL	               August 8, 9, 10
	 Pearl Street, Malden, MA
	 Sunday Procession 	 1 pm

Lawrence, MA
FEAST of the THREE SAINTS	 August 29, 30, 31
Saints Alfio, Filadelfo and Cirino
	 Common & Union Streets, Lawrence
	 Sunday Procession 	 3 pm

Cambridge Festival
SS COSMAS AND DAMIAN 100TH	 Sept. 4, 5, 6, 7
	 Sunday Procession 	 1 pm
	 Warren and Cambridge St., Cambridge

SAN ROCCO  	 July 20
	 Italian Mass St. Leonard Church	 10:30 am
	 Procession –  Hanover – Prince Sts.	 1 pm

ST. JOSEPH	 July 25, 26, 27 
	 Sunday Procession – Hanover – Prince Sts.	 1 pm

Taste of Eastie
July 22, 2025 6:00-9:00 PM

The Tall Ship Bostson
1 E. Pier Dr., East Boston

East Boston’s tastiest summer tradition
is back — and it’s going to be better than ever!

Join your neighbors and food lovers from across the city, as 
East Boston’s restaurants serve up their signature dishes in 
a festive waterfront setting. Be part of the excitement as we 
debut the Taste of Eastie Awards, where guests and expert 
judges vote for the their favorite dishes of the night. The food. 
The views. The vibes. Taste of Eastie brings it all together.

All proceeds support East Boston Main Street, you local 
non-profit championing small businesses and neighborhood 
events. The Rain Date for this event is Tuesday, July 29th.

To purchase tickets,
visit https://tasteofeastie.org/s/event/taste-of-eastie

The ABCD North End/West 
End Neighborhood Service 
Center (NE/WE NSC) was hon-
ored to welcome a group of 
young students from the Eliot 
K-8 Innovation School, who 
recently organized a food drive 
to support the center’s work 
with local seniors.

Accompanied by school 
nurses Lauren, Elizabeth, and 
Emily, the students visited the 
center to deliver the collected 
food items, tour the space, and 
spend time visiting with seniors. 
Their generosity and enthusi-
asm brought joy to all in atten- 
dance. The thoughtful dona-
tion will help stock the NE/WE 
NSC’s food pantry, which serves 
vulnerable residents in the 
neighborhood. The visit also 
gave the students a firsthand 
look at the impact of commun-
ity service and the importance 
of supporting neighbors in 
need. 

Eliot K-8 Innovation School Students
Lead Food Drive for ABCD North End/West End NSC

DIAMONDS
ROLEX

ESTATE JEWELRY
Bought & Sold
Jewelers Exch. Bldg. 

Jim (617) 263-7766

Thanks to the generosity and support of Prezza 
Restaurant, the North End community and  
many other loyal supporters, NEYO received a 
$10,00 donation toward the Nazzaro Center after 
school program and summer camp. In honor of 
their 25th anniversary, owner Anthony Caturano, 
decided to transform Fleet Street in to a family 
friendly block party celebration, with food sta-
tions, wine and beer bars and live entertainment. 

“What made our 25th anniversary celebration 
so special wasn’t just the food or the festivities, it 
was the people. Our guests, many of whom have 
been with us since the beginning, came from near 
and far to celebrate with us. Their loyalty and 
enthusiasm made this donation possible, and 

25th Anniversary Block Party
Nets North End Youth Organization (NEYO) $25,000 Donation

we’re honored to give back to the community that 
has embraced us since day one and given us so 
much,” said Caturano.

The donation was made possible thanks in 
part, to the overwhelming ticket sales and the 
generosity of attendees. The turnout far exceeded 
expectations, with hundreds of guests joining 
the celebration from across Greater Boston and 
beyond, a reflection of the bond Prezza ownership 
enjoys with the North End Community. 

This donation is just the beginning of what 
Prezza hopes will be many more opportunities 
to support the neighborhood, its families and 
organizations, like NEYO (former Nazzaro Center 
Council.)

The center extends its heart-
felt thanks to the students, 
families, and staff at Eliot K-8 
Innovation School for their 
kindness and community  
spirit.

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston 
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after August 04, 2025 
by public or private sale to satisfy a 
lien for towing, storage, and all other 
fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 07/11, 07/18, 07/25/2025

2008 HYUNDAI TIBURON 
Vin #KMHHN66F38U283724

2003 VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE 
Vin #3VWCK21Y73M313973

2008 BMW 535xi 
Vin #WBANV93558C130818

2002 TOYOTA COROLLA 
Vin #2T1BR12E32C586327

2006 MERCEDES BENZ C-CLASS 
Vin #WDBRF52H06F744997

2008 CHEVROLET EXPRESS 
Vin #1GCGG25C381168987

2010 BMW 750Lxi  
Vin #WBAKC8C52ACY68665
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Ricci, Salvi, MacPhail, Naimo, Hanlon and Lafferty families in 
front of the Madonna Delle Grazie Statue.

The North End Band leads the procession through the North 
End neighborhood.

The statue of Madonna Delle Grazie is carried through the 
streets of the North End.

Young members of Society carry the banner proudly during 
the procession.

Julianna Ricci places a kiss 
on the Madonna Delle Grazie 
statue. The ladies lead the way for their beloved Madonna.

Multi-generations take time to pay tribute to the Madonna Delle Grazie, while learning and 
maintaining the customs and traditions together.

Members of the Bonafita family in front of their family home on Charter Street.

• Madonna Delle Grazie (Continued from Page 1)

EAST BOSTON
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The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS
of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

by Sal Giarratani

LAUREN SCALES,
MIKE FLANAGAN,
CHRIS GRASSO –

MANY RIVERS (CD)
Truth Revolution Records
Looking for great sounds 

with a local flavor, let me intro-
duce you to Scales, Flanagan 
& Grasso, a forward-thinking 
jazz trio defined by dynamic 
interplay, genre-blending rep-
ertoire, and a shared reverence 
for storytelling through music. 
Lauren Scales is a Detroit-
born vocalist, composer, and 
multi-instrumentalist whose 
musical pedigree and versatility 
span jazz, R&B, and progres-
sive soul. Mike Flanagan is a 
Billboard-charting, OUTmusic 
Award-winning, and John 
Lennon Songwriting Award-
winning saxophonist, pianist, 
and composer. Chris Grasso 
is a jazz pianist and music 
director who built his career 
in Washington, D.C. before 
relocating to Provincetown, MA. 
Vocalist Lauren Scales, saxo-
phonist Mike Flanagan, and pia-
nist Chris Grasso—a bold new 
jazz trio blending tradition with 
modern soul — announce the 
release of their second single, 
“Play Me.” The track marks the 
second single from their upcom-
ing album Many Rivers, slated 
for release on August 8, 2025 
via Truth Revolution Records 
Collective. The track also fea-
tures drummer Charles Haynes 
and bassist Luques Curtis. 
Originally featured on D’Angelo’s 
Voodoo — a hallmark of the neo-
soul movement — the trio’s take 
reimagines the groove-driven 
track through a straight-ahead 
jazz aesthetic. With tight inter-
play, soulful improvisation, 
and Scales’ charismatic vocal 
delivery, this version straddles 
homage and invention. “Roy 
Hargrove’s presence on the 
original made it feel like a bridge 
into our world,” says saxophon-
ist Mike Flanagan. “There’s a 
groove and lyricism that spoke 
to all of us. Our version lets 
us honor that while interpret-
ing it through our shared jazz 
lens.” The group came together 
in Provincetown, MA, where 
Mike Flanagan, then serving as 
Entertainment Director for two 
local venues, brought Scales 
and Grasso together for a series 
of shows. The performances 
quickly gained traction, lead-
ing to a summer-long residency 
and a 6-city U.S. tour in 2023. 
Along the way, they played cel-
ebrated venues such as Scullers 
Jazz Club, City Winery Boston, 
The Carlyle Room (D.C.), Green 
Room 42 (NYC), and The Side 
Door Jazz Club (CT), eventu-
ally headlining Town Hall in 
Provincetown.
THE BAND OF HEATHENS – 

LIVE AT ROCKPALAST
2009 (CD)

Made in Germany Music
The three front musicians of 

The Band of Heathens, Colin 
Brooks, Gordy Quist and Ed 
Jurdi, all not only excellent 
singers and instrumentalists, 
but also very talented song-
writers, founded the band in 
November 2005 in Austin, 
Texas. Bassist Seth Withney 
and drummer John Chipman, 
who had previously played with 
The Resentments, completed 
the quintet in 2007. Since then, 
the Texans have enjoyed a great 

reputation among Americana 
and roots rock fans. The band’s 
first two albums were live CDs, 
and it was only in May 2008 
that the five musicians recorded 
their first studio album, pro-
duced by U.S. folk rock leg-
end Ray Wylie Hubbard. The 
album reached number 1 in the 
Americana Charts and the Euro 
Americana Charts. In addition, 
the band won the ‘Austin Music 
Award’ as Best New Band. In 
2009, the next long-player, ‘One 
Foot in the Ether’, followed, and 
in the fall The Band of Heathens 
successfully toured Europe, also 
making a Rockpalast appear-
ance on November 8th at the 
Harmonie in Bonn. If you like 
The Band, The Eagles or The 
Jayhawks, Dan Penn or Jake 
Smith a/k/a The White Buffalo 
and have developed an affin-
ity for country meets soul, 
meets folk and gospel, this 
Rockpalast is for you and you 
can enjoy plenty of musical 
Southern atmosphere. The track 
list includes the following songs 
performed live at Crossroads 
Festival, Bonn Germany: What’s 
This World, Shine A Light, Nine 
Steps Down, Right Here with 
Me, Somebody Tell the Truth, 
Judas ‘Scariot Blues, Say, Hey 
Rider, Golden Calf, L.A. County 
Blues, Heart on My Sleeve, Don’t 
Call on Me, Unsleeping Eye, 40 
Days, and Jackson’s Station 
(unplugged, live).

STEVEN HALPERN –
MUSIC FOR MICRODOSING 

(CD)
Inner Peace Music

Like a tuning fork for mind, 
body and soul, each track 
includes subtle frequencies that 
entrain your brain to the alpha 
and theta zone, tuned up to 432 
Hz for greater benefits. Being in 
this brain state supports your 
optimal health, healing, creativ-
ity and enhanced performance. 
Inspired by his own experiences 
as a sound healer and suburban 
sonic shaman, Steven Halpern 
composes his award-winning 
ambient soundscapes in a deep 
alpha and theta brainwave-
entrained state. Listening trans-
ports listeners into that state 
as well. Halpern has received 
international acclaim for his 
iconic ambient soundscapes 
and New Age recordings that 
helped create these Subgenres 
of modern instrumental music. 
His compositions feature the 
harmonious resonances of his 
Rhodes electric piano and atmo-
spheric keyboards, with alpha 
and theta brainwave entrain-
ment frequencies added to 
the mix. Four tracks feature 
hypnotic collaborations with 
Grammy winner bass virtu-
oso Michael Manring, Michael 
Diamond (guitar synth and key-
boards), Jorge Alfano (shaku-
hachi Zen flute) and Richard 
Horowitz ( synth space effects). 
WARNING: Prepare for liftoff. 
Do not listen while driving! 
Driven by power supplied tracks 
as: Music for Microdosing, 
Music is the Bridge, Timeless 
Truths, Whisper on the Wind, 
Receiving Insights, Mindful 
Microdosing, Time Being II, 
Deeper Journeys, Inner Space 
Outer Space, Root Chakra 
Resonance, Transformation, 
Heart Mind Coherence, Sonic 
Elevation, and At Peace in the 
Present Moment.

BK CREW ON THE MOVE
With Burger King closed and being remod-

eled, the BK Crew have transferred over to the 
McDonalds down in Central Square in East 
Boston and are hoping for the reopening of their 
favorite BK restaurant up in the Heights.

JEFFRIES POINT NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION SUMMER POT LUCK DINNER

The annual Summer Pot Luck Dinner organized by the Jeffries Point Neighborhood 
Association (East Boston) was held on Monday, July 14th and attended by an always 
large gathering of neighborhood folk and elected officials who celebrate summertime 
by the “Golden Steps,” which overlook Boston Harbor. While the next heatwave was on 
the way, on this particular evening the temperature was mild and breezy making for a 
perfect time for all in attendance.

FIX BOSTON’S BROKEN SIDEWALKS
Across the city, too many sidewalks remain 

cracked, uneven or completely inaccessible, 
creating real barriers for seniors, people with 
disabilities and families.

If you see a broken sidewalk, don’t wait. Report 
it by calling 311. Every report helps push for the 
repairs our neighborhoods deserve.

14th Annual Alvaro Johnny Paolo Bocce Tournament - Sunday, July 20th
Registration 11:00 a.m., Games 12:00 p.m. Langone Park, 542 Commercial Street, Boston, MA
Proceeds donated to The Parksinsons Foundation, Beth Israel Hospital
For cost and early registration, please email Linda at soxgirl32@hotmail.com

Emilie Pugliano/Bobby DeCristoforo Boat Cruise - Monday, August 4th
(Spots limited — registration required)

Boarding 6:30 p.m., Cruise 7:00-9:00 p.m. Long Wharf (South) Boston Harbor Cruises Dock
To register, please email northendcares@gmail.com by Friday, August 1st

National Night Out at the Prado - Tuesday, August 5th
6:00-8:00 p.m., Paul Revere Mall, 370 Hanover Street, Boston, MA
Special guests, refreshments, a petting zoo & more at one of our longest running community events.

Family Movie Night Under the Stars - Wednesday, August 6th
The Lego Movie at Nazzaro Parking Lot

Movie to begin at dusk ~ 8:00 p.m. Nazzaro Center Playground, 30 North Bennet Street, Boston, MA
Bring your lounge chair and blankets for a special screening of The Lego Movie under the stars! 

Movie theater treats provided by NEC.
Special guests, refreshments, a petting zoo & more at one of our longest running community events.

BCYF/North End Youth Organization’s Fun Fest at Mirabella - Thursday, August 7th
4:30-6:30 p.m. Mirabella Pool, 475 Commercial Street, Boston, MA
Join BCYF Nazzaro for an afternoon of fun down at the pool! Food trucks, games, and the North End’s own 
DJ AMO

John Pregmon - northendcares@gmail.com - 570-466-5536

Hot Summer Days – Cool North End Nights!
Fun & Free for all!

North End Cares is happy to announce our summer events

NEC is grateful to our organizational partners:
DePasquale Ventures, Knights of Columbus Ausonia Council #1513 

& VFW North End Post #144 & many more who help us continue these events

6TH ANNUAL VETERAN’S MUSIC FESTIVAL 
VA BENEFITS & CAREER EXPO

The Veterans Voice Network and the City of 
Quincy will be hosting an event for veterans, 
first responders, and their families with a fun-
filled day of live music, free food, kid games, 
sports competitions, and Veteran support ser-
vices on Saturday, July 19th at Pageant Field 
in Quincy, MA from 10:0O a.m. until 3:00 
p.m. For more info, call 781-985-1551 or email 
greggbrasso@aol.com.

Music performance by Lauri Beth and The Fat 
City Band.



PAGE 9 POST-GAZETTE, JULY 18, 2025

The Post-Gazette
accepts memorials 

throughout the year. 

Please call

617-227-8929

Remember 
Your

Loved
Ones

It’s feast season in New England, a time of festive processions, 
community gatherings, and, of course, plenty of delicious food. 
Among the sweet offerings, you’ll almost always find those irresist-
ible deep-fried balls of dough known as zeppole. Not to be confused 
with Saint Joseph’s Day Zeppole that are typically piped, baked or 
fried, and filled with crema pasticciera — these classic street-fair-
style zeppole are deep-fried until golden, then generously dusted 
with powdered or granulated sugar. In Italy, you’ll find them at 
saint day festivals and street fairs, often named one of Southern 
Italy’s top feast foods. Like many Italian classics, zeppole come 
in countless variations that differ from region to region and even 
family to family, each carrying the flavors of home and heritage.

My mother and grandmother had a few different recipes they 
used, all passed down through the family over generations. Their 
favorite was a ricotta-based recipe that I shared several years ago, 
from my Zia Grace, known for its light and fluffy texture. Some 
versions were closer to a pizza or bread dough, but one I think 
you’ll love uses a milk-and-egg batter that creates a light, spongy 
interior, reminiscent of a French Cruller, which may be why they 
came to be known as Italian “Zeppole” donuts!

ITALIAN “ZEPPOLE” DONUTS
Zeppole Italiane

4 cups 00, 0 or all-purpose flour
4 large eggs
2 cups whole milk, warmed 

(about 110°F / 43°C)
2 teaspoons active dry yeast
¼ cup granulated sugar

In a large mixing bowl, whisk 
the eggs. Add the foamy yeast 
mixture, then gradually stir 
in the flour and salt until a 
thick batter forms. The texture 
should be somewhat elastic but 
still loose (like a thick pancake 
batter). If too thick, add a splash 
more warm milk.

Cover the bowl with plastic 
wrap and a towel, let the batter 
rise in a warm spot for about 
1½ hours, or until doubled in 

1 teaspoon salt
Neutral oil, for frying 

(such as canola or vegetable)
2 to 4 cups powdered sugar, 

for coating
2 to 4 paper lunch bags

by

Marianna

Bisignano

Something I am experiencing 
as of late, new acquaintances 
wanting to know my opinion on 
politics and religion. In either 
case, a conversation centered 
on either topic puts me in 
a no win/no win situation. 
If I were to defend any side, 
regardless of what it is, I put 
myself at a disadvantage, so 
I make light of things with 
unorthodox answers that 
usually cause these potentially 
adversarial opponents to change 
the subject. 

As an example, when anyone 
who is probing asks me about 
President Trump and I know 
where they are coming from, I 
answer, “Oh, I’m not a Trump 
supporter. He’s way too liberal 
for me.” This usually shuts them 
up. When I’ve been asked about 
religion, I tell them I’m a Six Day 
Buddhist. Many know what a 
Buddhist is and some know 
what a Seven Day Adventist is 
but not my Six Day Buddhist 
religion. They will then ask me 
about the religion and my come 
back shuts them up, “We pray 
to Our Lady of the Heartbreak 
of Psoriasis, and we believe that 
when you die, your soul goes to 
a used car garage in Chelsea 
or Brooklyn, depending on 
whether you live, Boston or New 
York.” Again, this shuts them up 
and I go on my merry way.

The ones I am afraid of are 
the revisionists, the people who 
are trying to change history 
by erasing what they feel was 
wrong with it. As a perfect 
example of the attempt to change 
history is the destruction of the 
Christopher Columbus statue 
in the North End. Most of those 
activists who robbed us of 
our Italian admiral did this 
not knowing who Columbus 
really was and what he did and 
didn’t do. They are reacting to a 
revisionist pandemic that is as 
bad for our future as the Corona 
Virus was for our health.

The fears of one another are 
not new. I remember want ads 
from the Boston newspapers of 
old that indicated, “No Irish need 
apply.” I remember the stories I 
heard from Babbononno and 
Grandpa Christoforo about 
how they were treated when 
they were new to America. I 
remember stories I heard from 
Dad about growing up in Boston 
in the first few decades of the  
20th century, and I remember 
the tail-end of what I call 
discrimination slanted toward 
Italians from when I was a kid. 
Our generations didn’t try to 
change history; we learned 
from it. If it was bad, (slavery 
and the treatment of the Native 
Americans) we changed the 
future. If it was good, (the 
Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights) we kept them alive 
and lived up to the standards 
included within. 

When I taught World History 
on a college level, I researched 
the three major  western 
religions, Christianity, Judaism, 
and Islam. The practices differed 
dramatically, but the essence of 
each was the same, a belief in 
God, a set of laws to live by and 
a concept of good and evil which 
affects us on Earth and beyond. 
When I looked at the Asian 

religions, Hindu and Buddhist, 
Shinto, etc., they were very 
different, but some of the same 
tenants I found in our western 
beliefs were the same, a belief 
in God(s), a set of laws to live 
by and a concept of good and 
evil which guides us on Earth 
and beyond. 

One of my more reflective 
students once asked why we 
humans don’t look for what 
makes us similar rather than 
what makes us different. I wish 
I had had an answer for him. 
When I was young and Sal Meli 
and I traveled around the world, 
I would look for similarities 
between us and the people of the 
country we were in, and once 
they were established, we made 
friends. This includes people 
in Europe, Africa, Asia and 
Latin America (I’ve never visited 
Australia). The main structure 
was family the world over.

Even then, the image of the 
“Ugly American” was out there. 
It was shown to us in Puerto 
Rico in the mid-sixties. I was 
playing with a band in San 
Juan, P.R., and Sal had come 
to the island for a few weeks. 
After work one night, we decided 
to head into the hotel’s casino 
and try our luck. We hit it big 
on a crap table, and the next 
morning headed to a local bank 
to deposit our winnings.

We headed for Old San Juan 
where the bank was located and 
were stopped by two tourists, 
a man and a woman who were 
trying to ask us something in 
Spanish using a Berlitz phrase 
book. We didn’t understand and 
I was about to switch to English 
when the man said to his female 
companion, “Just like these 
Spics, they don’t even know 
their own lingo.” Sal continued 
speaking Spanish as the man 
flipped through his book looking 
for translations. Finally, he 
understood and thanked us by 
taking a quarter and placing it 
in the palm of my right hand 
while saying to his companion, 
“So they won’t starve to death.” I 
looked at the quarter, showed it 
to Sal and in Spanish said, “Oh, 
look a quarter.” I then dropped 
it in the man’s shirt pocket and 
said in perfect Boston English, 
“Sir, you may need this more 
than we do.” At that point, Sal 
removed a wad of hundreds 
from a carrying case and began 
to count the bills. The couple 
was fit to be tied and walked 
away as both Sal and I laughed. 
I later got mad saying to Sal, 
“What if we were local farmers 
coming to the big city for the 
first time and were exposed 
to this type of tourist? I then 
understood where the term 
“Ugly American” came from.

If Babbononno and Dad were 
still alive, I would ask them 
where we go from here. Do we 
let the revisionists change our 
history to coincide with their 
distorted concepts of the past, or 
do we learn from the realities of 
the past and hope not to make 
the same mistakes again??? I 
wonder how they would respond 
to the way things evolved in 
today’s America.

My suggestion for our future 
is to forget our differences and 
team up to put together a more 

perfect union. Our Constitution 
isn’t perfect, but we can amend 
what doesn’t work. It is not 
perfect, but it is better than 
any other political document 
that now exists on this planet. 
It allows for democracy. It allows 
us to be all we can be without 
restrictions put in front of us. 
Why is it that most countries 
have to put up borders to keep 
their people in and we have to 
put up borders to keep their 
people out (illegals). We must 
be doing something right if 
everyone wants to come here. 

There is no country as diverse 
as the United States. I remember 
a conversation with Nanna 
about when she first arrived in 
New York. She had never seen 
a human that wasn’t Italian 
where she came from, and saw 
a parade of people she called 
the League of Nations once she 
stepped foot on American soil. 
Before she left Ellis Island, she 
entered the gift shop and bought 
a copy of the Statue of Liberty 
and kept it in plain sight for the 
rest of her life. It represented 
America to her, and freedom. I 
hope it still does.

GOD BLESS AMERICA

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 07/18/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0756CA

In the Matter of 
JAMES CUNNINGHAM KENDRICK

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has 
been filed by James Cunningham Kendrick 
of Cambridge, MA, requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their name to James 
Kendrick Guzikowski.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of July 31, 2025. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance if you object to this 
proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: July 03, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

 
 Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P3607GD

NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment of

Guardian of a Minor  
In the interests of

MARIELLA LEE MENDOZA
of Lowell, MA

Minor
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

LEGAL NOTICE 

1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a Petition 
	 for Appointment of Guardian of a Minor filed
	 on 07/08/2025 by Anne M. Cochran of 
	 Lowell, MA will be held 07/30/2025
	 08:30 AM Guardianship of Minor Hearing
	 Located 370 Jackson Street, 
		  5th Floor,
		  Lowell, MA 01852
2. Response to Petition: You may respond 
	 by filing a written response to the Petition 
	 or by appearing in person at the hearing. 
	 If you choose to file a written response, you  
	 need to:
		  File the original with the Court; and
	  	 Mail a copy to all interested parties at least  
		  five (5) business days before the hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor (or an 
	 adult on behalf of the minor) has the right  
	 to request that counsel be appointed for the 
	 minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a parent  
	 of the minor child who is the subject of this  
	 proceeding you have a right to be represented  
	 by an attorney. If you want an attorney and 
	 cannot afford to pay for one and if you give 
	 proof that you are indigent, an attorney will be 
	 assigned to you. Your request for an attorney 
	 should be made immediately by filling out the 
	 Application of Appointment of Counsel form. 
	 Submit the application form in person or by 
	 mail at the court location where your case is 
	 going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing: A minor 
	 over age 14 has the right to be present at any 
	 hearing, unless the Court finds that it is not  
	 in the minor’s best interests.

Date: July 08, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Run date: 07/18/2025

Small Ads 
Get Big 
Results

For more information call
617-227-8929

volume and top is bubbly.
In a deep, heavy-bottomed 

pot, heat about 2 inches of oil to 
350°F (175°C). Line a tray with 
paper towels for draining.

Using gloved hands, two 
tablespoons or small scoop, 
carefully drop dollops of batter 
into the hot oil, cooking a few at 
a time. Fry for 2 to 3 minutes 
per side, or until golden brown 
and puffed. Remove with a slot-
ted spoon and drain on paper 
towels.

Transfer the warm zeppole to 
paper bags, add a generous cup 
of powdered sugar to each bag, 
shake well and enjoy!

Marianna Bisignano is a psy-
chologist for the Boston Public  
Schools and can be reached at 
nonnasrecipebox@gmail.com
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0179CA

In the Matter of 
AZER ALEXANDER SAROTIC, JR.

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Minor has 
been filed by Azer Alexander Sarotic, Jr. of 
Melrose, MA, requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to Azer Alexander 
Gonzalez.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of August 25, 2025. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance if you object to this 
proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: June 30, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0712CA

In the Matter of 
EMRE KISACIKOGLU

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has 
been filed by Emre Kisacikoglu of Newton, 
MA, requesting that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to Emre Kisack.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of July 30, 2025. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance if you object to this 
proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: July 02, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0713CA

In the Matter of 
DENIZ KISACIKOGLU

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has 
been filed by Deniz Kisacikoglu of Newton, 
MA, requesting that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to Deniz Kisack.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of July 30, 2025. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance if you object to this 
proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: July 02, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

by Bennett Molinari & Richard Molinari

Ieri e Oggi
Yesterday & Today

a column of past and current events

Henry David Thoreau
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0178CA

In the Matter of 
ROXANNE D. SAROTIC

(Also Known As Roxanne Dennisse Sarotic)
CITATION ON

PETITION TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change Name of Adult has 

been filed by Roxanne D. Sarotic (Also Known 
as Roxanne Dennisse Sarotic) of Melrose, 
MA, requesting that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to Roxanne Dennisse 
Gonzalez.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of July 28, 2025. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance if you object to this 
proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: June 30, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

One might remember two 
popular films released in the 
early 1960’s, The World of Suzie 
Wong and Flower Drum Song 
(1960 and 1961 respectively.) 
Both films stared a newly dis-
covered actress who made an 
impact in the world of film dur-
ing that decade as well as having 
kept involved in productions and 
media related businesses right 
up to the present time. This 
actress, known to the world as 
Nancy Kwan was born Kwan Ka 
Shen, of Cantonese and English 
descent in the then British 
colony of Hong Kong. 

The World of Nancy Kwan, 
published by Hachette Book 
Group just several months ago, 
provides its audience not only 
a narrative about an aspiring 
dancer turned actor (due to 
a noteworthy and fortuitous 
beginning) within the realm of 
the entertainment industry, 
but also provides the reader an 
insight of Kwan’s career-long 
commitment in working towards 
the mitigation of the Asian ste-
reotype that has been so preva-
lent in the performing arts. 

In the book’s 237 pages, we 
find that the author has had 
quite a remarkable life, but 
so too one with a purpose. In 
twenty engaging chapters writ-
ten with Deborah Davis, Kwan’s 
relates challenges overcome with 
working with some impressive 
A list stars in Hollywood — and 
at relatively young age. Kwan 
brings us behind the scenes 
of some of the hit films of the 
1960s with such well-known 
figures such as William Holden, 
Maximillian Schell, and Bruce 

Lee, as well as producer Ray 
Stark with whom Kwan accred-
its her early success. 

But for Kwan it has been an 
unvarying effort to work in not 
only further developing her 
craft as an artist but in working 
towards Asians being hired for 
Asian characters rather than 
non-Asians playing those roles. 
Readers will find it informative 
how often non-Asians portrayed 
Asians during the early and 
not so early days of Hollywood. 
Kwan’s international status in 
the arts and her addressing 
this has certainly helped in 
modifying this situation. Indeed, 
Kwan’s autobiography gives 

some enlightening background 
of how far back in Hollywood’s 
history we find a dearth of 
actors of Chinese ethnicity; 
furthermore cites Kwan, their 
representation was almost non-
existent. The author writes of the 
then well-known actress Anna 
May Wong (popular in the 1930s 
and 1940s) and how due to her 
Chinese ethnicity, was more or 
less relegated to portrayals of 
stereotypical Asian characters 
rather than playing significant 
roles assigned to Caucasians. 
Although Kwan’s two motion 
picture hits, The World of Suzie 
Wong and Flower Drum Song 
were about Asian American’s 
the former was a starring role for 
Kwan and the later was entirely 
Asian cast. Both were consid-
ered instrumental in advancing 
the cause of audiences accepting 
Asians in major roles.

Kwan’s film experience tran-
scends across all genres and, of 
course, a substantial component 
of The World of Nancy Kwan 
is about this; however, Kwan 
shares some reflections that 
have been a prominent part of 
her appealing life.

The author writes unreserv-
edly about the positive rela-
tionship she had with her son 
Bernie. Although Kwan’s career 
was demanding, she worked 
diligently in making sure Bernie 
had the upbringing so impor-
tant for a healthy childhood. 
However, Bernie’s life was short 
lived — yet despite Bernie’s 
death while in his early 30s, his 
full life and notable attributes 
certainly made an impact on 
those who knew and worked 
with him. Kwan’s reflections on 
this chapter in her life are poi-
gnant yes, but readers will also 
learn that Kwan also relies on 
an inner strength — a strength 
that will help overcome the 
challenges and difficulties that 
is part of the human condition.

The World of Nancy Kwan 
gives us the background of 
Kwan, the actor; it allows us 
a coveted look at Hollywood’s 
backstage; relates the personal 
life — both marriages and rela-
tionships – in Kwan’s personal 
setting; and it informs us of 
the effort of bringing equality 
in the entertainment industry 
to those of the Asian tradition 
- something that this legend-
ary performer has assiduously 
worked towards accomplishing.

The World of Nancy Kwan
BY NANCY KWAN WITH DEBORAH DAVIS

Review by John Joseph Fahey

Run date: 07/18/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Suffolk Probate and Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 788-8300
Docket No. SU25P1578EA

Estate of 
AMEENA WINFIELD

Date of Death: April 06, 2025
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 

Intestacy and Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by Ramadani 
Abdul-Aziz of Boston, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that Ramadani  
Abdul-Aziz of Boston, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a  
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day  
of August 26, 2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this proceed-
ing. If you fail to file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken without  
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. JANINE D. RIVERS, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: July 15, 2025

Stephanie L. Everett, Esq., Register of Probate

Henry David Thoreau was 
born David Henry Thoreau in 
Concord, Massachusetts, into 
the “modest New England fam-
ily” of John Thoreau, a pencil 
maker, and Cynthia Dunbar. 

He had two older siblings, 
Helen and John Jr., and a 
younger sister, Sophia Thoreau. 
None of the children married.

He studied at Harvard College 
between 1833 and 1837. He 
lived in Hollis Hall and took 
courses in rhetoric, classics, 
philosophy, mathematics, and 
science. He was a member of 
the Hasty Pudding Club. 

Thoreau was a philoso-
pher of nature and its rela-
tion to the human condition. 
In his early years he followed 
transcendentalism.

Thoreau returned to Concord 
and worked in his family’s 
pencil factory, which he would 
continue to do alongside his 
writing and other work for most 
of his adult life.

Once back in Concord, 
Thoreau went through a restless 
period. In April 1844, he and his 
friend Edward Hoar accidentally 
set a fire that consumed 300 
acres of Walden Woods. On July 
4, 1845, Thoreau embarked on 
a two-year experiment in simple 
living, moving to a small house 
he had built on land owned by 
Ralph Waldo Emerson in a for-
est around the shores of Walden 
Pond,

On July 24 or July 25, 1846, 
Thoreau ran into the local tax 
collector, Sam Staples, who 
asked him to pay six years of 
delinquent poll taxes. Thoreau 
refused because of his opposi-
tion to the Mexican–American 
War and slavery, and he spent 
a night in jail because of this 
refusal.

In January and February 
1848, he delivered lectures 
on “The Rights and Duties 
of the Individual in Relation 
to Government.” Thoreau 

revised the lecture into an 
essay titled “Resistance to Civil 
Government” (also known as 
“Civil Disobedience”).

Over several years, as he 
worked to pay off his debts, 
he continuously revised the 
manuscript of what he even-
tually published as Walden, 
or Life in the Woods in 1854, 
recounting the two years, two 
months, and two days he had 
spent at Walden Pond. The book 
compresses that time into a 
single calendar year, using the 
passage of the four seasons to 
symbolize human development.

He traveled to Canada once, 
Cape Cod four times, and Maine 
three times; these landscapes 
inspired his “excursion” books, 
A Yankee in Canada, Cape 
Cod, and The Maine Woods, in 
which travel itineraries frame 
his thoughts about geography, 
history and philosophy. 

Thoreau contracted tuber-
culosis in 1835 and suffered 
from it sporadically. He died on 
May 6, 1862, at age 44. Amos 
Bronson Alcott planned the 
service and read selections from 
Thoreau’s works, and Ellery 
Channing presented a hymn. 
Emerson wrote the eulogy spo-
ken at the funeral. Thoreau 
was buried in the Dunbar fam-
ily plot; his remains and those 
of members of his immediate 
family were eventually moved 
to Sleepy Hollow Cemetery in 
Concord, Massachusetts.
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Run dates: 07/04, 07/11, 07/18/2025

LEGAL NOTICE 
	 NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by CHRISTINA 
FRANCIS to HABITAT FOR HUMANITY; METROWEST - GREATER WORCESTER, INC. n/k/a 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY METROWEST/GREATER WORCESTER, INC., dated June 21, 2017 
and recorded with the Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds (the “Registry”) in Book 69476, 
Page 21 (the “Mortgage”), of which Mortgage the undersigned (the “Mortgagee”) is the present holder, 
for breach of the conditions of the Mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, July 28, 2025 at the mortgaged premises located on or 
near 97 Stonebridge Road, Wayland, Massachusetts (the “Premises”), all and singular the premises 
described in the Mortgage, to wit:

“The unit (“Unit”) known as No. 97 in the Building located at 95-97 Stonebridge Road of the 
Stonebridge Road Condominium, Wayland, Massachusetts (the “Condominium”), a condominium 
established pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 183A, by Master Deed dated February 
18, 2016 and recorded with Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds in Book 66824, Page 70, as 
amended by First Amendment dated March 28, 2017 and recorded in Book 69091, Page 128 (“Master 
Deed”). 

The Unit contains a total of 2,095 square feet, more or less, and is shown on the floor plans of 
the Condominium Unit recorded with the Master Deed, to which is affixed the verified statement of a 
registered architect in the form required by Section 9 of Chapter 183A. 

The Unit has a mailing address of 97 Stonebridge Road, Wayland, MA 01778. 
The Unit is conveyed together with:
1.	An undivided 32.3% percent beneficial interest in the common areas and facilities of the 

	 Condominium as described in the Master Deed (“Common Elements”), attributable to the Unit.
2.	The easement for the exclusive right and license to use the exterior parking space(s) within or 

	 upon the Common Areas and Facilities as described in Paragraph 5(f) of the Master Deed.
3. The exclusive right to use the Limited Common Areas and Facilities appurtenant to the Unit as 

	 set forth in Paragraph 6 of the Master Deed.
4. The appurtenant right and easement use in common with other Units served thereby, all utility 

	 lines and other common facilities which serve it, but which are located in another Unit or Units.
5. All other rights, easements, agreements, interest and provisions contained in the Master Deed.
Said Unit is conveyed subject to:
(1) 	The provisions of the Local Initiative Program Regulatory Agreement and Declaration of Restrictive 

		  Covenants for Ownership Project and the Local Initiative Program Affordable Housing Deed 
		  Rider, as the same may be amended from time to time by instrument recorded with  
		  Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds, which provisions, together with any amendments 
		  thereto, shall constitute covenants running with the land and shall bind any person having at any 
		  time any interest or estate in said parcels, his family, servants, and visitors, as though such 
		  provisions were recited and stipulated at length herein.

(2)	Agreements, rights and reservations as recited in Deed recorded with Middlesex South District  
	 Registry of Deeds in Book 62732, Page 282, and as shown on a plan recorded with said Registry  
	 as Plan No. 492 of 2013.

(3) Easements in favor of adjoining units and in favor of the Common Elements for the continuance 
	 of all encroachments of such adjoining units or Common Elements on the Unit, now existing 
	 hereafter as a result of construction of the Building, or which may come into existence hereafter 
	 as a result of settling or shifting of the Building, or as a result of repair or restoration of the Building 
	 or of any adjoining unit or of the Common Elements after damage or destruction by fire or other 
	 casualty, or after taking in condemnation or eminent domain proceedings, or by reason of an 
	 alteration or repair to the Common Elements made by or with the consent of the Trustees.

(4) An easement in favor of the other units to use the pipes, wires, ducts, flues, conduits, cables, 
	 public utility lines, and other Common Elements located in the Unit or elsewhere in the 
	 Condominium and serving such other units.

(5) The provisions of this Unit Deed, the Master Deed, the Declaration of Trust, and the Plans, as  
	 the same may be amended from time to time by instrument recorded with Middlesex South 
 	 District Registry of Deeds, which provisions, together with any amendments thereto, shall 
	 constitute covenants running with the land and shall bind any person having at any time any 
	 interest or estate in the Unit, his family, servants, and visitors, as though such provisions were 
	 recited and stipulated and length herein.

(6) All easements, agreements, restrictions and conditions of record, insofar as the same are 
	 now in force and applicable.

(7) The provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 183A, as amended.
The Unit is intended only for residential purposes and no other use may be made of the Unit. 
For title. see Deed from Habitat for Humanity; Metrowest-Greater Worcester, Inc. dated June 8, 

2017 and recorded with Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds herewith in Book 69476, Page 1.”
The description of the Premises contained in the Mortgage shall control in the event of a typographical 

error in this publication.
The Premises, together with all improvements encumbered by the Mortgage, are to be sold and 

conveyed subject to (i) all leases, tenancies, occupancies, mortgages, restrictions, covenants, orders 
of conditions, easements, outstanding tax titles, municipal or other public taxes, assessments or liens, 
federal and state tax liens, other liens or claims in the nature of liens and existing encumbrances 
recorded prior to the Mortgage and/or otherwise having priority over the Mortgage, if there be any,  
(ii) the conditions, covenants, restrictions, easements, limitations, terms, lien rights and provisions 
and charges as set forth in the Declaration of Trust of Stonebridge Road Condominium Trust dated  
February 18, 2016 and recorded with the Registry in Book 66824, Page 94, as amended. 

TERMS OF SALE:  A non-refundable deposit of TEN THOUSAND ($10,000.00) DOLLARS is to be 
paid by certified or bank cashier’s check by the purchaser at the time and place of sale, the balance 
to be paid by certified or bank cashier’s check and deed to be taken by purchaser within thirty (30) 
days of the sale at the offices of Seder & Chandler, LLP, 339 Main Street, Worcester, Massachusetts, 
attorneys for the Mortgagee.

The Mortgagee reserves the right to postpone the sale to a later date by public proclamation on the 
date and at the time and place appointed for the sale and to further postpone at any adjourned sale 
date by public proclamation on the date and at the time and place appointed for the adjourned sale.

In the event of the failure or inability of the purchaser to perform and to purchase the Premises 
in accordance herewith, the Mortgagee reserves the right (but is not obligated) to accept, subject 
to the Memorandum of Sale, the second highest bid for the Premises, without further advertisement 
and without further notice to other bidders or persons.  In the event that the Mortgagee offers the 
Premises to the second highest bidder and such person declines either to purchase the Premises at 
the second highest bid price or to sign the Memorandum of Sale, then the Mortgagee may elect (but is 
not obligated) to exercise the rights of the second highest bidder under this paragraph and to purchase 
the Premises at the second highest bid price, without further advertisement and without further notice 
to other bidders or persons.

Other terms to be announced at the time and place of sale.

				    HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
				    METROWEST/GREATER WORCESTER, INC.
				    Present holder of said Mortgage

Jennifer L. Conrad, Esq.
SEDER & CHANDLER, LLP
339 Main Street
Worcester, MA  01608
(774)243-9958
Attorneys for the Mortgagee

THE ZEKOS GROUP 
P.O. Box 549

Shrewsbury, MA 01545
(508)842-9000
Auctioneer, License No. 104

LEGAL NOTICE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Tody’s Service 
Inc. of 1354 Washington Street, West 
Newton, MA, pursuant to the provisions 
of Mass G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that they 
will sell the following vehicle on or after 
July 25th, 2025 beginning at 10:00 am by 
public or private sale to satisfy their garage 
keepers lien for towing, storage, and 
notices of sale:

2012 CHEVY SILVERADO
VIN # 1GCRKPEA8CZ311204

Vehicle is being stored at 
Tody’s Service Inc.

Signed,
David Donahue, President

Tody’s Service Inc.

Run dates: 07/04, 07/11, 07/18/2025

Run date: 07/18/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P3305EA

Estate of
ALBERT A. HOFFMANN

Date of Death: April 19, 2025
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 

Appointment of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Kimberly A. Arena of Waltham, 
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that Kimberly A. 
Arena of Waltham, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of July 30, 2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: July 09, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P3504GD

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED 

PERSON PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304  

In the matter of
IMANI R. THOMAS

of Framingham, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person

LEGAL NOTICE 

To the named Respondent and all other 
interested persons, a petition has been filed 
by Heather C. Nicholson of Framingham, 
MA in the above captioned matter alleging that 
Imani R. Thomas is in need of a Guardian 
and requesting that Heather C. Nicholson 
of Framingham, MA (or some other suitable 
person) be appointed as Guardian to serve 
Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to determine 
that the Respondent is incapacitated, that the 
appointment of a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian is appropriate. The 
petition is on file with this court and may contain 
a request for certain specific authority.

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 A.M. on the return date 
of July 29, 2025. This day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which you have to file the 
written appearance if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the written appearance by the 
return date, action may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your objection within 30 
days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may limit 

or completely take away the above-named 
person’s right to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has the right to ask 
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State expense.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: July 01, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 07/18/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P2402GD

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED 

PERSON PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304  

In the matter of
PASQUETTE DESHOMMES

of Lowell, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person

LEGAL NOTICE 

To the named Respondent and all other 
interested persons, a petition has been filed 
by Iglaise Deshommes of Lowell, MA in the 
above captioned matter alleging that Pasquette 
Deshommes is in need of a Guardian and 
requesting that Iglaise Deshommes of Lowell, 
MA (or some other suitable person) be appointed 
as Guardian to serve Without Surety on the 
bond.

The petition asks the court to determine 
that the Respondent is incapacitated, that the 
appointment of a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian is appropriate. The 
petition is on file with this court and may contain 
a request for certain specific authority.

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 A.M. on the return date 
of August 05, 2025. This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by which you have to 
file the written appearance if you object to the 
petition. If you fail to file the written appearance 
by the return date, action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may limit 

or completely take away the above-named 
person’s right to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has the right to ask 
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State expense.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: July 08, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 07/18/2025

Jupiter as the god of light, rain, 
thunder, and lightning. They 
regarded the flint stone as the 
symbol of lightning; therefore, 
Jupiter was usually represented 
with that stone in his hand 
instead of the lightning which 
was held by Zeus. Today, our 
treaties or contracts are con-
cluded with signatures, seals, 
and witnesses, but the Romans 
used the scepter and flint stone, 
the sacred symbols of Jupiter, 
together with some grass from 
his temple.

Because Jupiter possessed 
such powers over the elements, 
he was always regarded as 
the highest and most pow-
erful of their gods, and the 

special protector of Rome. 
Newly elected officials gave 
thanks and paid homage to 
him, as did commanders of the 
Roman legions when they were 
victorious in war. He presided 
over the Roman Games as 
Jupiter Capitolinus, and in all 
of his other attributes or powers 
he was treated by the Romans  
as Zeus was treated by the 
Greeks. During early Roman 
times, temples to Jupiter were 
built on Rome’s Capitoline  
Hill, in the forum of Tiberius,  
in the ancient city of Heliopolis, 
and in Spalato in Yugoslavia.

Next Week:
Queen of the Heavens

• Stirpe Nostra (Continued from Page 2)

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston 
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after August 11, 2025 
by public or private sale to satisfy a 
lien for towing, storage, and all other 
fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 07/18, 07/25, 08/01/2025

2010 CHEVROLET EXPRESS 
Vin #1GCUGADXXA1174292

2018 FORD C-MAX 
Vin #1FADP5AU8JL105239

2008 HYUNDAI TUCSON 
Vin #KM8JN72D88U814525

2009 TOYOTA PRIUS 
Vin #JTDKB20U193469059

2014 FORD FUSION 
Vin #3FA6P0H75ER164980

2007 TOYOTA COROLLA MATRIX 
Vin #2T1KR30E17C685735

2006 TOYOTA RAV4 
Vin #JTMBD33V565042312

2016 CHEVROLET MALIBU  
Vin #1G1ZH5SXXGF260932

2008 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #JHMCP26858C001607

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 07/18/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0790CA

In the Matter of 
ILONNA PANKOVSKAYA

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by Ilonna Pankovskaya of 
Watertown, MA, requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their name to  Ilonna 
Gukasyan.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of July 30, 2025. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance if you object to this 
proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: July 15, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

salary, figuring that was his 
best chance. He was right in 
the sense that Florida won the 
Presidents’ Trophy that season 
(2021-2022) — but the Panthers 
then went on to lose to Tampa 
Bay in the second round of the 
playoffs.

A story we read for back-
ground was one concerning how 
much his parents, Wayne and 
Mary Thornton, were devoted to 
following him.

From the family home in St. 
Thomas, Ontario, they would 
often drive hundreds of miles to 

see Joe play. At Christmas, they 
often traveled to the San Jose 
area for extended stays.

That may explain why when 
Thornton arrived in Boston in 
1997 as an 18-year-old, Mary 
insisted that he live with a fam-
ily in the area where he would 
get home-cooked meals every 
day.

Fast forwarding to his career’s 
conclusion, Thornton stated: 
“Here I am retiring. I have 
so much love for the game of 
hockey and the countless num-
ber of people that helped this 
kid’s dream become a reality. If 
you are looking for me, you will 
know where to find me. I’ll be 
at the rink.”

• Hoops and Hockey (Continued from Page 12)

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 07/18/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0512CA

In the Matter of 
KEVIN KENNETH AVALOS

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by Kevin Kenneth Avalos of 
Somerville, MA, requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their name to  Aelius 
Icarus Rei.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of August 13, 2025. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance if you object to this 
proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: July 16, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
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Charles was one of the 
great boxer/punchers 
of all time. He carried 
the skills he honed as 
a middleweight into the 
heavyweight division. 
He could move, coun-
ter, and punch with 
lethal accuracy. Charles 
weighed 181 pounds 
when, in 1949, he won 
the Heavyweight Title in 
a bout with Jersey Joe 
Walcott. The title had 

been left vacant with the retirement of Joe Louis. 
If Walker and Charles met at the points in their 

careers when Ezzard was Champ and Mickey 
was campaigning as a heavyweight, Charles 
would have gone into the fight with about a 7-to-
10-pound weight advantage. 

by Richard Preiss

HOOPS and HOCKEY in the HUB

Mickey Walker and Ezzard Charles
How Would These July Birthday Champions

Have Done Against Each Other?

Boxing        Ringside
WITH BOBBY FRANKLINWITH BOBBY FRANKLIN  

Former Heavyweight 
C h a m p  E z z a r d 
Charles was born on 
July 7, 1921. Former 
W e l t e r w e i g h t  a n d 
Middleweight Champ 
Mickey Walker came 
into this world on July 
13, 1901. Besides being 
July babies, both fight-
ers also had something 
else in common; they 
fought successfully in 
multiple weight classes. 

Walker worked his way up from welterweight, 
where he won the world championship, to 
heavyweight, where his campaign to get a shot 
at the title fell short. Along the way he won the 
Middleweight Crown. He also fought Tommy 
Loughran for the Light Heavyweight belt but came 
up short after 15 rounds. 

Charles campaigned for some time as both a 
middleweight and a light heavyweight, and while 
being very successful, never fought for the title in 
either of those division. He did, however, fight for 
and win the Heavyweight Championship. 

If both men had been fighting in the same era 
it is quite likely they would have met. They could 
have fought each other at middleweight, light 
heavyweight, or even heavyweight. 

Mickey Walker

Max Schmeling and Mickey Walker Weighing In

Ezzard Charles (Left) lands on Joe Louis

Ezzard Charles

Charles was the taller of the two standing 6’ tall 
while Mickey measured 5'7". Walker was stockier 
and was known as the Toy Bulldog because of 
his stout build and tenacious style of fighting. 
Ezzard was called the Cincinnati Cobra, because 
of his quick and lethal punching.

Each fought for about the same number of 
years with Ezzard’s career lasting 19 years and 
Mickey going on for 16 years. They also had 
similar records. Charles sporting 95 wins (52 by 
knockout), 25 losses (7 by kayo), and 1 draw. 
Walker left the game with a record of 93 wins 
(59 by knockout), 19 losses (stopped 6 times), 
and 4 draws. 

How would a Charles vs Walker fight have 
gone? I would describe Walker as a puncher/
boxer while terming Charles a boxer/puncher. 
Mickey looked at himself as a smaller version of 
Jack Dempsey. This led him to employ a swarm-
ing style. This did not mean he came in throwing 
caution to the wind, but rather like Dempsey 
he used a lot of head movement and feints in 
order to make openings. He was very success-
ful with his skills, and was doing fairly well as 
a heavyweight until he stepped in with the hard 
punching and scientific Max Schmeling in 1932. 
The former champ gave Mickey a fearsome beat-
ing. Walker weighed 174 for the fight while Max 
came in at 188.

I don’t think the weight difference would have 
been as big an obstacle for Walker. Rather, 
Charles’s speed and incredible punching would 
have been the deciding factor. After he won the 
vacant title from Walcott, Charles went on to beat 
the come backing Joe Louis over fifteen very hard 
rounds. To be fair, this was not Joe at his prime 
and he did not have any warmup fights after a 
two-year layoff. 

Walker could handle big heavyweights such 
as Bearcat Wright who outweighed him by 42 
pounds, winning a ten-round decision, and fight-
ing Jack Sharkey (198) to a draw. But when in 
with the smaller but very hard punching and 
cagey Max Schmeling, he did not do well even 
though Max’s weight advantage was less than 
either Sharkey’s or Wright’s.

Based on this, I wouldn’t focus on the weight 
of the fighters as much and the skills differ-
ence. Mickey Walker was an all-time great 
Middleweight and Welterweight. Many consider 
Charles an all-time great as a light heavyweight, 
though I would consider him one of the top 
heavyweights of all-time. 

In 1954, Charles challenged Rocky Marciano 
for the Heavyweight Championship. He became 
the only man to extend Rocky the full fifteen 
rounds. Though the Champ won by a comfortable 
margin on the scorecards, he knew he was in a 
fight. The two fought again just three months 
later with Charles coming close to stopping 
Rocky when he inflicted a serious gash on the 
Champion’s nose. The Rock pulled the win out 
with a stoppage in the 8th round.

In a match between Walker and Charles for the 
heavyweight title, I would have to go with Ezzard 
to pull out the win. If they had fought a few years 
earlier at light heavyweight or even middleweight 
it would have been an interesting match. At the 
lighter weights Charles was beating men such as 
Archie Moore, Charley Burley, Joey Maxim, and 
Ken Lloyd Marshall. Mickey was beating Mike 
McTigue, Tiger Flowers, Paul Berlenbach, and 
Ace Hudkins.

I think even at the lighter weights Charles 
would have been too much for the Toy Bulldog. 
It has been said that speed beats power, but with 
Charles Mickey would have been up against both 
speed and power. 

A Walker vs. Charles fight would have been 
quite a matchup at any weight. What do you 
think would have happened?

They called him Jumbo and 
yes, in an outsized way, he had 
the statistics to back up the 
physical size and strength he 
brought to the game.

At an impressive 6-4 in height 
to go with a playing weight 
of 220 pounds, Jumbo Joe 
Thornton, who began his ca-
reer with the Bruins, will be 
recalled for the skill, intensity 
and overall talent he brought to 
each and every game he played 
over the course of his lengthy 
24-year career in the NHL.

That nearly quarter century 
on the ice resulted in 1,714 reg-
ular season games played to go 
with 430 goals and 1,109 career 
assists (1,539 total points). At 
the time of his retirement he 
was sixth in games played, 12th 
in points and seventh in career 
assists.

His reward: Being selected for 
induction into the Hockey Hall 
of Fame in Toronto this coming 
November 10 in his first year of 
eligibility. This, in a significant 
way, makes up for a big dis-
appointment: not winning a 
Stanley Cup during his career 
on the ice.

For when one considers the 
exclusivity of membership 
in the Hall, selection to be 
included within those hallowed 
halls can hardly be considered 
a consolation prize. Yes, it takes 
a team to win the Cup which 
means that every year there are 
a number of fourth line players 
that get to grasp hockey’s most 
cherished chalice. Like you and 
I, the only way they will be going 
to the Hockey Hall of Fame will 
be as visitors. 

And although most closely 
identified as a member of the 
San Jose Sharks, he got his 
start right here on Causeway 
Street. It was at the 1997 NHL 
Draft that the B’s made their 
big selection, picking Thornton 
first overall out of 246 play-
ers chosen over nine rounds. 
It came 25 years after the B’s  
had selected Gord Kluzak as 
first overall in 1982 and 41 
years after they had chosen 
Barry Gibbs first overall in 
1966.

As we have stated before, he 
was immediately ordained by 
many in the media as a poten-
tial savior of a franchise that 
had not won a Stanley Cup 
since 1972 — even though he 
had not yet played in an NHL 
preseason game.

No one could live up to that 
kind of hype. Overall, during  
his years with the team the B’s 
did not advance beyond the 
Eastern Conference semifinals. 
In four of those years, they  
did not even qualify for the 
playoffs.

But in a way, in his personal 
life, Thornton became a big 
winner. During the 2004-2005 
lockout season when no NHL 
games were played, he chose 
to play in Switzerland. There 
he met his future wife, Tabea. 
They now have two children. 
Born in Canada, he also became 
a naturalized American citizen 
in 2009.

He was the captain of the 
Bruins for what proved to be 
his final three years with the 
team. But on November 30, 
2005 the hammer finally fell, 
with Thornton being traded — 
across the country to San Jose. 

There was a media report at 
the time that claimed Thornton 
was seen crying in his car in 
the North End in the aftermath 
of the announcement. But it 
turned out to be the best for 
him.

The scoring leader of the B’s 
at the time of the transaction, 
he was still the scoring leader 
for the Bruins when the Sharks 
came to the Garden for their 
only appearance of the season 
on January 10, 2006. That’s 
right. Despite not being with 
the team in over a month, he 
still led his former team in scor-
ing. He had played in 23 games 
and scored nine goals with 24 
assists (33 points) before the 
trade.

The buildup for the game 
was tremendous but most were 
disappointed when Thornton 
checked B’s defenseman Hal 
Gill from behind in the first 
period and was given a five-min-
ute major plus a game miscon-
duct and thus thrown out of the 
game. Gill sustained a pinched 
nerve in his left shoulder, left 
the ice and did not return. In a 
way, that incident marked the 
conclusion of Joe Thornton’s 
career in Boston.

As for the rest of that 2005-
2006 season Thornton wound 
up winning both the Art Ross 
Trophy (most points scored in 
regular season) and the Hart 
Trophy (regular season MVP), 
the only player ever to win  
both awards while playing for 
two different teams during the 
season.

Thornton went on to have 
an excellent career with the 
Sharks. As the National Hockley 
Players Association noted in a 
press release:

“San Jose had only intermit-
tent success before Thornton’s 
arrival but made the playoffs 
during his time with the Sharks. 
He helped the team win the 
Presidents’ Trophy as the team 
with best record in 2008-2009, 
make back-to-back conference 
finals appearances in 2010 and 
2011, reach the Stanley Cup 
Final in 2016 and make another 
trip to the Western Conference 
Final in 2019.”

That last one affected who  
the Bruins would play in the 
2019 Stanley Cup Final. The 
St. Louis Blues advanced to 
the championship round by 
defeating the Sharks. If the 
Sharks had won, they and  
Joe Thornton would have faced 
the Bruins in the Stanley Cup 
Final — eventually won by the 
Blues.

Late in his career, after a 
year with Toronto, he wanted 
so much to win a Cup that he 
actually signed with the Florida 
Panthers for a year at minimum 
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