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Governor Maura Healey

Signs FY 26 Budget
Along with $130 Million in Vetoes

by Patti Sartori

Massachusetts Governor
Maura Healey simultaneously
signed the annual state budget
last Friday, while using her
veto powers to slash approxi-
mately $130 million from the
proposal. Healey, who is up
for re-election next year, is
preparing a best-case scenario
should President Trump’s “Big
Beautiful” bill severely reduce
the pots of federal funding that
Massachusetts traditionally
counts on.

Healey’s budget office said
the Governor is prepared to
remove millions in legislative
earmarks for local projects
and will pursue the power to
cut spending across all state
government in an effort to deal
with potential federal funding
cuts that could prove disastrous
for Massachusetts. Healey also
intends to extend an executive
branch hiring freeze through
fiscal year 2026, pause salary
increases for some employ-
ees under her authority, and
eliminate health insurance
coverage of a weight-loss drug
for public workers, all while

adding $5 million to the budget
to cover a legal defense fund for
immigrants.

“We are also signing this
budget in a moment of great
dysfunction in Washington. The
president is poised to sign a bill
that’s going to kick hundreds
of thousands of Massachusetts
residents off their health care,
increase energy and grocery
prices, and cost people their
jobs,” Governor Healey said in
statement.

Administration and Finance
Secretary Matthew Gorzkowicz,
said the Healey administration
was not moving to immediately
cut local earmarks to balance
the state budget, but would
instead wait to transfer funds
to local cities and towns until
later this fall, or several months
longer than usual. The delay
will give state budget writers
time to assess federal fund-
ing impacts. He also made
clear the Governor would con-
sider cutting local earmarks if
economists predict a financial

(Continued on Page 8)

News Briefs

by Sal Giarratani

WILD himself.

and Ron Fitts.

of paradise.”

Official Nix on Milk Ship

The U.S. Navy has officially changed the name of its
ship honoring slain gay rights activist Harvey Milk to
the USNS Oscar V. Peterson in commemoration of the
WWII Medal of Honor recipient.

“We are taking the politics out of ship naming. We
are not renaming the ship to anything political,” stated
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth. The ship had been
christened in 2021 under the Biden Administration for
Milk who had served in the U.S. Navy during the Korean
War, but was discharged out of the Navy for being gay.

What say you out there about the renaming of this
Navy vessel? Let me know.

Big Show August 23rd —
Skippy White Tribute to
Wild Disc Jockeys
The doors will open at 6:30 p.m., at the Strand Theatre

in Uphams Corner on Saturday, August 23rd for the
show which starts at 7:00 p.m. sharp. There will be
no legendary acts to grace the stage along with Skippy
White himself who will do a tribute to the WILD deejays
of old and will be hosted by Rick Anderson a former

Tickets are available at ticket.oldies.com. The Strand
box office is open on Saturdays from 12:00-5:00 p.m.
For more info, call 617-671-7477 or 302-244-8182.
Program promotion by Wanda Sutton, Isaque Rezende

If you like classic Rhythm and Blues, Motown or South
Philly, you will love this show!

End Quote

“It is better to be a young June-bug than an old bird
— Mark Twain

Boston Continues

to Celebrate Freedom and Tradition
All Eyes Look to Boston as the Place to be on the 4th of July!!!

Middlesex County Volunteers Fifes and Drums prepare to perform at Boston Harborfest 2025.
(Photos by Gerri Palladino and the City of Boston)

There is no better city to
celebrate the birth of America
than where it began, in Boston.
The festivities began early
Wednesday, July 2nd at one of
the country’s largest Fourth of
July events, Boston Harborfest.
The fun kicked off at the annual
opening ceremony in Downtown

Crossing followed by a late
afternoon waterfront concert
in Christopher Columbus Park
in the North End. The finale
was a fireworks extravaganza
over Boston harbor later that
evening. On Friday morning,
a huge sea of celebrants gath-
ered at City Hall Plaza for

the start of a celebratory par-
ade, stretching to the Old State
House on Washington Street
for the annual reading of the
Declaration of Independence.
While participating at the
event with her family and

(Continued on Page 7)

One Big Beautiful Bill Act

President Donald Trump
signed his “One Big Beautiful
Bill Act” into law at a 4th of
July Celebration, on the White
House lawn, just as he promised
he would. With fighter jets and
B-2 bombers flying overhead
celebrating the recent bombing
of Iran’s nuclear sites, it was
truly a spectacle to behold.

“After that spectacular dis-
play of American power, let me
just say God Bless the United
States military and God Bless
the USA. As we enter our 249th
year, America’s winning, win-
ning, winning like never before.
The Golden Age of America is
upon us.” Proclaimed Trump
from the Truman Balcony.

Surrounded by Republican
members of congress and mem-
bers of his cabinet, Trump
signed the multi trillion-dol-
lar legislation before banging
the gavel, given to him from
Speaker of the House Mike
Johnson, which was used to
affirm the bill’s final passage
last Thursday.

Against all odds, Trump
persevered and achieved his
goal of celebrating a historic

by Patti Sartori

legislative victory. Democrats
labeled the bill nothing more
than an overly generous gift
to the wealthiest sector of the
country while claiming it would
rob millions from the lower
income’s health insurance and
food assistance, creating deeper
financial instability.

The legislation extends
Trump’s 2027 multi-trillion tax
cuts, while slashing Medicaid
and food stamps by $1.2 tril-
lion. It provides for a massive
increase in immigration enforce-
ment. Some fiscal watchdogs
have suggested that 12 million
more people will lose health
insurance under this law.

The legislation passed the
house on an almost straight
party line, following weeks of
negation and discussion by
the GOP leadership to fill their
legislative priorities into one
budget bill that could pass
without Senate Democrats
blocking it indefinitely by using
a filibuster. It passed by a single
vote in the Senate, thanks to
Vice-President JD Vance’s tie
breaking vote. In the House, two
members voted against it.

The bill is bound to be a hot
topic in next year’s midterm
elections, as Democrats are ral-
lying voter registration drives,
and attack ads are set to target
the bill’s most controversial
items. There are some elements
of the bill that voters express
support for, such as increas-
ing the annual child care tax
credit and eliminating taxes on
earnings from tips but there are
also a large number of voters
who oppose reducing federal
funding for food assistance to
low-income families and spend-
ing approximately $45 billion
to build and maintain migrant
detention centers.

“We have the greatest coun-
try in the world. I can say very
proudly, that our country is
more proud right now than it’s
been in many, many years. We
have pride. We have dignity.
The stock markets at an all-time
high, jobs are at an all-time
high, and we are going to keep
it that way. We have the great-
est country in the world, and we
are going to keep it that way,”
exclaimed President Trump
during his victory lap.
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logical gods themselves. They
are divided into two distinct
groups (a) Primary Gods, and
(b) Secondary Gods. The six
Primary Gods are the offspring
from the union of the Titans
Cronus and Rhea, while the
Secondary Gods are the off-
spring from the union of Zeus
(Jupiter) with other goddesses.

The story surrounding the
birth of the Primary Gods is quite
interesting. It tells of Cronus, the
Titan, being warned that some-
day he would be dethroned by
his offspring; consequently, he
swallowed his first five children
at birth. When Zeus was born,
a great stone was wrapped in
swaddling clothes and presented
to Cronus in place of the sixth
child. This bundle was quickly
swallowed by Cronus, thinking
that all was proceeding accord-
ing to plan, and that he was
avoiding all possibility of his
downfall.

The infant Zeus was taken to
the Dictaen cave in Crete where
he was nursed on honey and
goat’s milk. When fully grown,
Zeus gave one of the goat’s
horns to his former nurse, along

BIRTH OF THE GODS

L]

The statue of Zeus was

considered one of the seven
wonders of the ancient world.
Located in the interior of a
temple at Olympia in ancient
Greece, it was crafted in the
year 432 BC by the sculptor
Pheidias.

with a promise that she would
always find in it whatever she
wished. This is now called the
“cornucopia” or the horn of
plenty. Later, after the nurse
died, Zeus placed both the horn
and the goat among the stars.
Zeus eventually succeeded in
getting Cronus to drink a potion

which contained a powerful
emetic. This caused the great
stone to become disgorged and
it was followed by the five broth-
ers and sisters of Zeus, who
had previously been swallowed.
These other deities are known
today as Hestia, Demeter, Hera,
Hades, and Poseidon. Zeus
was known to the Romans as
Jupiter, and those brothers and
sisters were known as Vesta,
goddess of the hearth; Ceres,
goddess of agriculture; Juno,
wife of Jupiter; Dis, god of the
underworld; and Neptune, god
of the sea. In time, all of these
Primary Gods banded together
in support of Zeus, to wage war
against the Titans. After the
Titans were defeated, the world
was divided into three parts;
Hades took the lower world;
Poseidon (Neptune) took the
sea, and Zeus (Jupiter) took
the heavens. The earth was
reserved as the common pos-
session of all three. Regardless
of the division, Zeus remained
as king of the gods, greater and
more powerful than all of the
other gods combined.

NEXT WEEK: Jupiter

Indigent Criminal Defendants Lack Legal Representation
Court May Set Them Free

Thanks in part to a May work
stoppage by local bar advocates,
similar to public defenders,
who take on representation of
indigent defendants in courts,
many indigent criminal defen-
dants in Middlesex and Suffolk
County courts could soon
be released from jail or even
have their cases dropped. The
“Lavalle Protocol”, a 2004 state
case stemming from a backlog
of criminal defendants without
representation that establishes
time limits a defendant can be
held or have their case pending
without legal representation,
as Massachusetts is currently
experiencing, may soon result
in a state court setting them
free.

Supreme Judicial Court
Associate Justice Dalila Argaez
Wendlandt wrote in her order
that “the current numbers far
exceed the totals of unrepre-
sented indigent defendants,
including defendants held in
custody, that gave rise to the
ultimate applications of the
Lavallee protocol. This order
imposes the Lavallee protocol on

the courts and provides condi-
tions for the ongoing monitoring
of the shortage of counsel.”

According to Associate Justice
Wendlandt, it allows for a defen-
dant to be held in lieu of bail or
under preventative detention
for no more than seven days
without a lawyer, and that any
defendant entitled to appointed
counsel must not be forced to
wait more than 45 days for an
attorney.

Committee for Public Counsel
Services (CPCS) Chief Counsel
Anthony Benedetti said, “the
Lavallee protocol is a temporary
measure. It does not address
the root cause of the crisis — an
insufficient number of private
attorneys willing to take cases
at the current hourly rate of
$65 to $120, depending on the
type of criminal case each law-
yer is assigned. Until this case
is resolved, clients will continue
to go without representation.”
Bar advocates stopped work in
late May as a means to increase
hourly wages. Compensation
rates, which are established
by the state legislature and
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have not, as Associate Justice
Wendlandt wrote, “increased in
years.”

The CPCS said it “contin-
ues to advocate for increased
hourly rates and sustainable
funding” and is working with
members of the legislature to
push for change. Benedetti
also said the “CPCS will continue
to do everything in our power to
meet our mandate: To ensure
that every person accused of
a crime and unable to afford a
lawyer receives the zealous and
effective representation they are
guaranteed under the law.”

However, until the work stop-
page ends and indigent crimi-
nal defendants are afforded
adequate legal representation it
seems that individuals accused
of serious crimes, are poised to
be released back into our local
communities.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after August 04, 2025
by public or private sale to satisfy a
lien for towing, storage, and all other
fees due.

2008 HYUNDAI TIBURON

Vin #KMHHN66F38U283724

2003 VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE
Vin #3VWCK21Y73M313973
2008 BMW 535xi
Vin #WBANV93558C130818
2002 TOYOTA COROLLA
Vin #2T1BR12E32C586327
2006 MERCEDES BENZ C-CLASS
Vin #WDBRF52H06F 744997
2008 CHEVROLET EXPRESS
Vin #1GCGG25C381168987
2010 BMW 750Lxi
Vin #WBAKC8C52ACY 68665
Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 07/11, 07/18, 07/25/2025

M assachusetts Real Estate
Dilemma is Sure to Create Headaches
Which is the Responsible Party, Landlord or Tenant

by Patti Sartori

As part of the newly signed
FY26 Massachusetts State bud-
get, signed last week by Governor
Maura Healey, is a provision
that requires residential bro-
kers’ fees to be paid for by the
party who enlists those services.
Another words, Massachusetts
will now mandate the fee of a
licensed real estate broker or
salesperson who contract with
a prospective tenant to find a
rental unit or a landlord to find
a tenant, be paid for by the party
who enlists the broker or sales-
person assistance.

Governor Healey feels renters
are “being forced to shell out
upwards of $10,000 before they
can even move into an apart-
ment.” I am grateful that the
Legislature agreed that the per-
son who hires the broker should
be responsible for paying them.
This is just one of many ways
that our administration is work-
ing every day to lower the high
cost of living in Massachusetts,”
Healey said in a statement.

In her January State of the
Commonwealth, Healey stated
she would try to “eliminate”
renter-paid brokers’ fees in her
FY26 budget plan. The House
and Senate felt similar, though
the two chambers offered

slightly different options. House
Democratic leadership wanted
to bar real estate brokers from
charging a commission or other
fee to a tenant or prospective
tenant for finding an apart-
ment to rent if the tenant did
not initiate contact with the
broker. In the House version,
real estate brokers could only
have charged fees if the tenant
or prospective tenant-initiated
contact, received a disclosure
from the broker, and agreed to
all terms and conditions of the
fee disclosure in writing.
Senate Democrats instead
opted to support language
from Governor Healey which
placed the burden of the fees
onto whichever party enlisted
the service of a broker. Senate
President Karen Spilka said the
reforms “will put money back
into renters’ pockets starting
August 1.” Speaker of the House
Ronald Mariano said “renters
in Massachusetts should not
be forced to pay thousands
of dollars in fees for a service
that they themselves never
contracted in the first place.”
The high cost of housing and its
un-affordability are a few of the
most challenging issues facing
Massachusetts.

New RMV Center to Open in Chelsea
Revere Location Closing its Doors

The fully accessible Service
Center location will be at 121
Webster Avenue.

The new, 11,740-square-foot
Chelsea Service Center is tak-
ing over operations from the
Revere Service Center which is
scheduled to close at 4:00 p.m.
on Saturday, July 12th.

Customers with registry-
related business, as well as those
with scheduled appointments on

DIAMONDS
ROLEX
ESTATE JEWELRY
Bought & Sold
Jewelers Exch. Bldg.
Jim (617) 263-7766

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under the
provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after July 21, 2025 by
public or private sale to satisfy a lien
for towing, storage, and all other fees
due.

2009 YAMAHA XC125 VINO
Vin #LPRSE13Y79A583038

2010 CHEVROLET IMPALA
Vin #2G1WB5EK7A1202084
2022 ZHEN ZN50QT
Vin #L5YACBPZON1137414
2010 HONDA FIT

Vin #JHMGE8H22AS004771
2012 DODGE JOURNEY

Vin #3C4PDDBG3CT351318
2023 ZHWEKI ZW50QT

Vin #LT4Z1NAA1PZ000012

2011 MAZDA CX9
Vin #JM3TB3CV6B0321521
2005 HONDA PILOT

Vin# 2HKYF18675H565193
2009 HONDA ACCORD

Vin #1HGCP26339A113732

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info @todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 06/27, 07/04, 07/11/2025

Monday, July 14th, and beyond,
will need to visit the new RMV
Service Center in Chelsea.

Road tests will continue tak-
ing place in Revere at the Cronin
Skating Rink, which is located
at 870 Revere Beach Parkway.

“The new Service Center in
Chelsea is the second of our
three scheduled relocations
planned for this year, and we
are excited to welcome custom-
ers to this new location,” said
Registrar of Motor Vehicles
Colleen Ogilvie.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under the
provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after July 28, 2025 by
public or private sale to satisfy a lien
for towing, storage, and all other fees
due.

2014 KIA FORTE
Vin #KNAFK4A62E5073649

2005 INFINITI G35
Vin #JNKCV51F15M301194
2006 INFINITI G35
Vin# JNKCV51F36M609565
2004 HONDA ACCORD
Vin #JHMCM56334C032220
2003 GMC SAVANA
Vin #1GTGG25U031226667
2009 HONDA CHF50
Vin #JH2AF60629K502642
2017 FORD FOCUS
Vin #1FADP3F26HL256070
2013 NISSAN ALTIMA
Vin #1N4AL3AP4DC102484
2009 HYUNDAI SANTA FE
Vin #5NMSG73D29H249165
2000 ISUZU NPR
Vin #4KLC4B1R6YJ802200
2024 ZHILONG ST
Vin #HZ2TBCNF5R1007024
2023 ZHILONG CLOCK
Vin #HZ2TBCNF7P1004042
Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info @todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 07/04, 07/11, 07/18/2025




POST-GAZETTE, JULY 11, 2025

PAGE 3

POST-GAZETTE

Pamela Donnaruma, Publisher and Editor
5 Prince Street, P.O. Box 130135, Boston, MA 02113
617-227-8929 617-227-8928 FAX 617-227-5307

e-mail: postgazette@aol.com
Website: www.BostonPostGazette.com
Subscriptions in the United States $35.00 yearly

Published weekly by
Post-Gazette, 5 Prince St., P.O. Box 130135,
Boston, MA 02113
USPS 1538 — Second-Class Postage paid at Boston, MA
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the
POST-GAZETTE - P.O. Box 130135, Boston, MA 02113

James V. Donnaruma Caesar L. Donnaruma Phyllis F. Donnaruma

1896 to 1953 1953 to 1971 1971 to 1990

-

Robert “Bobby” E. Spagnuolo

Robert “Bobby” E.
Spagnuolo Jr., of the North
End of Boston, passed away
unexpectedly on Friday,
July 4, 2025 at 70 years of
age.

Beloved husband of
Daria Spagnuolo and
the late Andrea “Abby”
Spagnuolo. Cherished father
of Robert J. Spagnuolo,
Alexandra DiCicco, Nicole
Montealegre and the late

and Teresa Spagnuolo.
Also survived by his loving
uncle Joseph Salvati, nieces,
nephews, and cousins.
Family and friends honored
Bobby’s life by gathering at
St. Leonard Port Maurice
Parish, 320 Hanover Street,
North End, Boston, on
Thursday, July 10, 2025,
tollowed by a funeral Mass.
Services concluded with
Bobby being laid to rest

Vol. 130 - No. 28 Friday, July 11, 2025

Ariana Josephine Spagnuolo.

Adored son of Josephine (Salvati) and the
late Robert “Bubby” Spagnuolo. Dear
brother of Denise, Carmine, Richard,

at Woodlawn Cemetery
Mausoleum, Everett.
To leave an online condolence, please
visit www.ruggieromh.com

May He Rest in Peace.

OUR POLICY: To help preserve the ideals and sacred traditions
of this our adopted country the United States of America:
To revere its laws and inspire others to respect and obey
them: To strive unceasingly to quicken the public’s sense of
civic duty: In all ways to aid in making this country greater
and better than we found it.
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You can only have one mother, Patient, kind and true;
No other friend in all the world, Will be the same to you.
When other friends forsake you, To mother you will turn,

For all her loving kindness, She asks nothing in return.
As we look upon her picture, Sweet memories we recall,

Of a face so full of sunshine, And a smile for one and all.

Sweet Jesus, take this message, To our dear mother up above;

Tell her how we miss her, And give her all our love.

In Our Hearts Forever
Your Loving Family
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Yesterday & Today

A COLUMN OF PAST AND CURRENT EVENTS

by Bennett Molinari & Richard Molinari
Rembrandt Harmensz van Rijn

Rembrandt Harmensz van
Rijn, born in Leiden on July 15,
1606, the son of a miller, Harmen
Gerritsz van Rijn, and his wife,
Neeltgen van Zuytbrouck. The
youngest son of ten children,
Rembrandt was not expected to
carry on his father’s business.
Since the family was prosper-
ous enough, they sent him to
the Leiden Latin School, where
he remained for seven years. In
1620, he enrolled briefly at the
University of Leiden, perhaps to
study theology. Rembrandt left
the university to study the fun-
damentals of painting with the
Leiden artist Jacob Isaacsz van
Swanenburgh After three years
with this master, Rembrandt
left in 1624 for Amsterdam,
where he studied for six months
under Pieter Lastman.

After returning to Leiden,
Rembrandt quickly devel-
oped a reputation as a history
painter and portraitist. By
1628 his work, was praised by
Constantijn Huygens the sec-
retary to the Prince of Orange.
Huygens particularly admired
Rembrandt’s uncanny ability to
convey feeling through gesture
and expression and through
dramatic contrasts of light and
shade. (Chiaroscuro).

In 1632 Rembrandt moved to
Amsterdam where he achieved
tremendous success. He
received many commissions
and attracted a number of stu-
dents who came to learn his
method of painting.

In 1633, Rembrandt became
engaged to Saskia, daughter
of a wealthy and prominent
Frisian family. They married
the following year. In 1639,
at the height of his success,
Rembrandt purchased a large
house in Amsterdam for a con-
siderable amount of money. To
acquire the house, however,
he had to borrow heavily, cre-
ating a debt that would even-
tually figure in his financial
problems of the mid-1650s.
Rembrandt and Saskia had four
children, but only Titus, born
in 1641, survived infancy. After
a long illness Saskia passed
away in 1642, the very year
Rembrandt painted The Night
Watch.

In 1649, he entered into a
relationship with Hendrickje
Stoffels that would last until her
death in 1663. Rembrandt and
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Hendrickje never married. Being
unmarried caused Hendrickje
public humiliation. The couple’s
daughter, Cornelia, was bap-
tized on October 30, 1654.
Perhaps as a result of the
public outrage over his domes-
tic situation or changing taste
of the public, Rembrandt lost
favor with many of his patrons
and became burdened by finan-
cial difficulties during these
years. In 1656, he was forced
to declare bankruptcy, which
led to the auctioning off of
his estate, including his large
art collection, in 1657 and
1658. He then moved to an
artist’s quarter in the Jordaan
district of Amsterdam, eventu-
ally renting a relatively small

(Continued on Page 5)
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L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore
A Spooky Summer of Superstitions

by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz

A few years ago, I wore a
brand-new dress to a close

friend’s wedding. As soon as I
saw it, | was immediately struck
by its beautiful pastel-flowered
pattern, and I imagined how
it would look like a garden in
motion against a hot July sky.
In addition, the dress, and the
event to which it was worn,
reminded me of another fact.
Summer is here, and for many
people that means wedding sea-
son. There are many wonderful
aspects that I love about wed-
dings: the reunion of family and
friends, delicious and intricately
decorated cakes, pulsating
dance floors, peals of laughter
resounding through the room.
However, in the midst of this
joyous festivity, I am often
reminded that Italian weddings
carry a sinister side, enveloped
in the world of superstition.
Because marriage involves such
a monumental life change,
[talian society ascribes a num-
ber of superstitions to weddings,
born of natural anxieties and
the universal desire to prescribe
good luck to the new couple. My
family members still hand out
confetti, or sugared almonds, as
favors at showers and weddings.
Supposedly, when wrapped in
groups of five, they bestow fertil-
ity, health, longevity, happiness
and wealth to the newlyweds.
However, wedding confetti are
merely a portion of the rich
tapestry of Italian superstitions.

I love learning about supersti-
tions because they are remind-
ers of the values held dear by
ancient societies. The supersti-
tions that survived to this day
tap deep into the fears and
desires of the human subcon-
scious: worries over our mortal-
ity, longing for a good harvest,
a need for control in an unpre-
dictable world. People scoured
everyday occurrences for both
good and bad omens, and often
the signs were contradictory: a
black cat, for example, could
be the harbinger of fortune
or disaster. Gathered below
are some Italian superstitions
repeated in my family, most

from my grandmother. If you
think that summer proves an
odd time to talk about some-
thing as creepy as superstitions,
keep in mind that Italian culture
begs to differ. Ancient Romans
celebrated many festivals hon-
oring the dead during the spring
and summer. Odd, perhaps,
but in the harsh world of antig-
uity death was an ever-present
companion — along with primal
emotions of joy and hope—no
matter what the season. So, in
honor of both wedding season
and the journey of everyday life
that continues into the summer,
get ready to dive into the spooky
side of Italian folklore:

The number 17 is bad luck:
This was an oft-repeated nugget
from my grandmother. In the
United States, Friday the 13th
serves as the quintessential
bad-luck day. In Italy, it is the
17th of the month. The roots
of this superstition extend to
ancient Rome. Author Mirella
Sichirollo Patzer theorizes that
this belief originated from the
fact that the Roman numeral for
17, XVII, can be rearranged to
spell VIXI, a Latin word meaning
“he lived” that is found carved in
many ancient tombstones.

Malocchio: This trans-
lates to “evil eye” and is an
extremely popular superstition
not only in Italy, but in the
entire Mediterranean world.
Supposedly, looking at a per-
son with jealousy or anger is
enough to trigger a mountain of
bad luck upon them. As such,
Italians devised a plethora of
charms to ward away maloc-
chio. One of them is the cor-
nicello, a horn-shaped amulet
found everywhere ranging from
necklaces to home decorations,
usually colored bright red (when
I was little, I thought these were
supposed to represent chili pep-
pers). The cornicello is modeled
after the cornucopia, a sym-
bol of abundance and fertility
in ancient Greek and Roman
mythology.

Cats: | am a huge cat lover,
and ever since I was little,
various cats have always been
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members of my family-including
adorable black cats! Though I
obviously don’t attribute any
sort of misfortune to black cats,
these kinds of cats were tra-
ditionally considered unlucky
in many areas of Italy. This
superstition may go back to the
Middle Ages, when a popular
belief stated that witches could
disguise themselves as black
cats. Conversely, some areas
of Italy view a black cat cross-
ing one’s path as a fortunate
happenstance. Hearing a cat
sneeze is another lucky omen
for Italians. Furthermore, I
remember my Nonna explaining
that if a cat’s paw went over its
ear while it was grooming itself,
that meant rain was on the way!

Birds: My grandmother
acquired a very ominous voice
when she talked about birds, as
they are generally heralds of bad
luck in Italy. A bird flying into
the house is a death omen, per-
haps because ancients viewed
birds as being closer to the world
of the dead due to their ability
to fly. My grandmother mostly
feared owls, which Italians also
consider a death omen as a
result of their intense stare and
eerie cry. Conversely, however,
owls also represent wisdom and
knowledge.

Salt: Many readers will prob-
ably be familiar with the idea
that spilling salt is bad luck,
since this is a superstition that
has reached all corners of the
globe. It is also quite popular
in Italy, and my grandmother
swore by it. This superstition
originates from the fact that salt
was a very precious commod-
ity in ancient times, and thus
spilling it could really result in
financial bad luck. Also related
to the “precious commodity” line
of superstitions are the Italian
beliefs that it is bad luck to spill
olive oil or throw away bread.

From animals and salt to
numbers and amulets, Italian
life is peppered with fascinat-
ing superstitions. Though most
people do not take them as
seriously as they did in the
past, when uncertainty ruled
the most basic interactions of
daily existence, these supersti-
tions are still followed out of
appreciation of tradition or a
sense of fun. Rites of passages
and major life events, such as
weddings, attract the bulk of
these superstitions. As I enjoyed
my friend’s summer wedding, I
also thought about the myriad
superstitions that mark the
Italian counterparts of these
celebrations: the aforemen-
tioned confetti, the chiming of
bells which originated as a way
to ward off evil spirits, the belief
that rain on a wedding day is
paradoxically good luck, and
the granting of the bomboniera,
or wedding favor. No matter
what occurrence life throws
your way, you can be sure that
Italian society has some sort
of interesting lore attached to
it! So as you enjoy the warm
summer weather, make sure
to watch your saltshakers and
guard your eyes, whether or not
you are attending a wedding or
petting a cat!

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz
is a high school history teacher.
She appreciates any comments
and suggestions about Italian
holidays and folklore at
adicenso89@gmail.com
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by Sal Giarratani

“God Done Shed His Grace on Thee”

When Ray Charles sang “God Done Shed His Grace on Thee,” he
acknowledged this country was blessed from the start. He never sang
that America was perfect. If we do not know by now that we are a
work in progress, we only need to read our history. Our aspirations,
our goals were expressed clearly but when it came to putting actions
with those words, we too often came up and continue to come up
short. However, we somehow always and eventually do learn from
past mistakes and improve. Sometimes the road to correction seems
far too long. For every correction made another one is needed.

Happy Birthday America
We Made Another Year but it Wasn't Easy

I love listening to the version of “America the Beautiful” sung by
Ray Charles. I always loved this song because anyone can sing it.
One does not have to be the greatest singer in the world to give it
justice.

Ray Charles’ rendition came about through that period of pain
following the attacks of September 11, 2001. I heard it for the first
time at the 2001 World Series and, yes, it didn’t sound the same
as before when sung by many others. This was not Katherine Lee
Bates’ version. This was a version filled with agony, the agony we
were all feeling at the time nearly 24 years ago today. It has now
become the only version I want to hear.

Today, this country is living through some difficult times. [ have
not seen such division since my college days back in the ’60s and
"70s when the country was being torn apart. Looking back now,
those college days of mine seem like the good ole days compared to
the divisiveness and hate spreading across this land of ours today,
pitting everyone against everyone else.

It was a different America we witness today than Katherine Lee
Bates did, it is even a different America than Ray Charles saw. Are
we better? Are we worse? It is difficult to tell.

I am sure when my parents brought me (1948) and my brother
(1950) into this world, they envisioned a far better world for us than
they had experienced. All parents want their children to see better
days than them. Better opportunities, better everything.

America is beautiful but that is not to say it is perfect. Far
from that. My parents lived through two world wars and a Great
Depression. As a baby boomer I lived through much too. We all have
experienced many good times but the bad times always feel close by.

I am not a pessimist but I can say it is sometimes very difficult
to be an optimist too. At some point, our job living on this planet
is to survive the craziness that keeps popping up.

As for now, I will enjoy what is positive about America.

I will see my daughter and my two grandkids as a sign of hope
for our nation’s future. I had hoped for more at this junction of my
life but I am quite satisfied with what God has blessed upon me.

And remember as Ray Charles sang, God has done blessed us
with so much too, right?

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000 (781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0723CA Docket No. MI25C0722CA
In the Matter of In the Matter of
YOUSOF WALID AHMED BARAKAT MALAK WALID AHMED BARAKAT
CITATION ON CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has
been filed by Yousof Walid Ahmed Barakat of
Wakefield, MA, requesting that the court enter
a Decree changing their name to Jo Kennedy.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return
day of July 22, 2025. This is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline by which you must file
a written appearance if you object to this

A Petition to Change Name of Minor has
been filed by Malak Walid Ahmed Barakat of
Wakefield, MA, requesting that the court enter a
Decree changing their name to Malak Kennedy.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return
day of July 21, 2025. This is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline by which you must file
a written appearance if you object to this

proceeding. proceeding.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO0,
First Justice of this Court First Justice of this Court

Date: June 24, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run Date: 07/11/2025

Date: June 24, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run Date: 07/11/2025
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Vatican Announces
Canonization of First Millennial Saint

The canonization of Carlo
Acutis, The Roman Catholic
Church’s first millennial saint,
will take place on Sunday,
September 7th, at a ceremony
in St. Peter’s Square, which
is expected to be attended by
thousands of young people,
Pope Leo XIV announced. Acutis
was a 15-year-old Italian teen-
ager who died from Leukemia
in 2006. During his all too
brief life he used his comput-
ing skills to spread awareness
of the Catholic faith by setting
up a website that documented
reports of miracles.

Acutis, nicknamed God’s
influencer, has amassed a strong
following among Catholics and
beyond. The British born Italian
teenager, who loved video-
gaming, is often shown wear-

ing jeans and sneakers, mak-
ing him an average, relatable
figure to the younger genera-
tion Catholics. His canoniza-
tion comes as recent surveys
in the United Kingdom and
United States show a rise in
interest in Catholicism among
Generation Z, ages 13-28.
Traditionally the Church’s
sainthood process requires
candidates have two miracles
attributed to them. In May,
a second miracle attributed
to Acutis was recognized by
Pope Francis, paving the way
for the teen to be declared a
saint. Acutis was beautified,
declared “blessed” in 2020
after his first miracle, when it
was reported he healed a
Brazilian boy with a birth defect
that left him unable to eat

normally. The boy was report-
edly healed after his mother
said she prayed to Acutis to
intercede and help heal his
son.

The second miracle attrib-
uted to Acutes is attributed to
the healing of a girl from Costa
Rica who had suffered a head
trauma after falling from her
bicycle in Florence, Italy, while
she was there studying. Her
mother said she prayed for her
daughter’s recovery at the Tomb
of Acutis in Assisi.

Acutis canonization had
been scheduled for April 27th
but was postponed after the
death of Pope Francis. The
September 7th ceremony will
be the first canonization pre-
sided over by Pope Leo, the first
American pontiff.

Viva San Pietro Festa 2025

Gloucester’s Annual Festival

The traditional eight fishermen carrying the statue of

St. Peter

The Feast Day of Saint Peter
is celebrated annually on June
29th. The Saint Peter’s Fiesta
in Gloucester, Massachusetts,
sponsored by the Italian-
American fishing community
since 1927, is traditionally
celebrated each year on the
weekend closest to his feast day
with the 2025 weekend festivi-
ties held June 27 - 29.

Siene Boat races and the
Greasy Pole are the highlight of
the fiesta. Of course, Sunday
is the most religious day of
the festival. Beginning with a

traditional outdoor mass at
the Altar at St. Peter’s Square
and transitioning into a pro-
cession through the streets of
Gloucester, which includes sev-
eral bands and floats, hundreds
of participants, and the statue
of St. Peter carried on the shoul-
ders of eight fishermen. Later
in the day, the crowds watch
as the Italian-American fishing
fleet is blessed by the bishop.
The annual fiesta offers the
Italian-American commu-
nity the opportunity to come
together, celebrate their heritage

St. Peter, the patron saint of
fishermen

and share their deeply rooted
traditions with others, espe-
cially the younger generation.
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One of the highlights of the San Peter festival is the Greasy Pole competition
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Italian steakhouse

& mia

ROOF DECK

Bricco

Boutique ItalianCuisine
241 Hanover St. « 617.248.6800

-
Maré
Seafood & Oyster Bar
135 Richmond St. « 617.723.MARE

Quattro
Grill, Rosticceria & Pizzeria
266 Hanover St. 617.720.0444

AquaPazza
Oyster Bar & Italian Kitchen
135 Richmond St. » 857-350-3105
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Fronk and NICk 5

Trattoria Il Panino
Boston’s 1st Original Trattoria
11 Parmenter St. « 617.720.1336
Assaggio
Positano Cuisine Restaurant « Lounge
29 Prince St. Boston ¢ 617-865-1265

Umbria
Steakhouse & mia Roof Deck
250 Hanover St. « 617-868-1265

Dolce
Italian Cafe with 33 Flavors of Tiramisu
272 Hanover St.
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Saint Frederick of Utrecht

by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

Frederick was born around
780 in Friesland (Netherlands)
and was a grandson of the
Frisian King Radboud. At a
young age he was taught at
Utrecht by the clergy, He was
trained in piety and sacred
learning among the clergy of
the Church of Utrecht. Being
ordained priest, he was charged
by Bishop Ricfried with the
care of instructing converts
and about 825 he was chosen
to succeed him as Bishop of
Utrecht. The new bishop at
once began to establish order
everywhere and sent St. Odulf
and other zealous and virtu-
ous laborers, into the northern
parts, to dispel the paganism
which still subsisted there.

Given his reach and repu-
tation, Saint Frederick was
soon embroiled in the political
matters of the times. He found
himself in the position to repri-
mand the Empress Judith, after
her sons raised charges against
her, citing immorality. While
Frederick spoke to her with
patience, prudence and charity,
she became irate and worked
to undermine him. Similarly,
he raised the anger of many of
those throughout the land who
did not ascribe to the Christian
faith, enforcing marriages and
spreading the Gospel. Through
his labors, he found himself

greatly disliked by many dan-
gerous and powerful individu-
als. Saint Frederick refused to
be intimidated, however, certain
in the power of the Lord.

On July 18, 838, following
celebration of the Mass, Saint
Frederick was stabbed by two
assassins. He died only minutes
later, reciting Psalm 144, “I will
praise the Lord in the land of the
living.” It is unclear as to who
had ordered the assassination
but historians agree it was due
to his preaching and enforcing
of the tenets of the faith. As
such, the Church considers
Saint Frederick a holy Martyr,
having given his life to the
faith and suffered death as a
consequence.

The feast day of Saint
Frederick of Utrecht is July 18th.

e leri e Oggi (Continued from Page 3)

house where he lived for the
rest of his life.

Although Rembrandt still
received a number of important
portrait commissions during
the late 1650s and early 1660s,
stylistic trends had veered away
from his style of painting. He
became more and more isolated
from the mainstreams of Dutch
art.

Although Rembrandt remained
famous as an artist, there seems
to have been little to lighten
the burdens of his life during
his last years. In 1663, the
plague ravaged Amsterdam and

claimed the life of Hendrickje.
Four years later Titus married
Magdalena van Loo, but in
1668 he also passed away. the
victim of another epidemic.
When Rembrandt passed away
on October 4, 1669, he was
buried in a rented grave in
Amsterdam.

Rembrandt’s work is unbe-
lievably varied. He mainly made
history paintings and portraits,
though he also painted land-
scapes and still life. Rembrandt
made almost 300 paintings and
many prints and drawings in
his career.
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ABOUT THIS & THAT

with Daniel A. DiCenso

What Happened to Sneha Philip,
the Last Official Victim of 9/11?

In July of 2008 the last name
was added to the official list of
September 11% victims perish-
ing at the World Trade Center.
To this day, however, there is
no evidence that Sneha Philip
was anywhere near the Twin
Towers on that day and the
case remains among the most
baffling mysteries surrounding
the attacks.

As in most emotive cases,
inconsistencies have fueled
resentment among the most
intimately involved. After nearly
seven years of investigation,
both by Ken Gallant, a private
investigator hired by Philip’s
husband Ron Lieberman, and,
later, the NYPD, Philip’s fam-
ily found solace in her name
being listed among the casual-
ties of the attack. This was the
story they were hoping for, that
Philip died when the towers
collapsed while trying to assist
the injured. This was a stark
contradiction to the findings
of the NYPD who uncovered a
sordid secret life of substance
abuse and professional miscon-
duct in the months leading up
to her disappearance. In this
scenario, Sneha Philip either
met with foul play in the hours
before the attack or willfully
disappeared, the timing of the
attacks providing an opportune
cover.

Neither scenario has been
proven conclusively (if she died
at the World Trade Center, her
remains were never identified),
but neither has been entirely
disproven either. On deeper
examination elements of truth
emerge in support of both, but
in either case there are still a lot
of unanswered questions.

As always, it is helpful to start
with the known facts. Sneha
Anne Philip was born in India
in 1969. In her youth, the fam-
ily immigrated to Upstate New
York. In 1991, Philip graduated
from John Hopkins University
and in 1995 began her medi-
cal studies in the Chicago
School of Medicine where she
met her future husband, Ron
Lieberman. Both graduated
in 1999 and were married in
May of the following year. After
landing interns in the City
(Ron at Jacobi Medical Center
and Sneha at Cabrini Medical
Center), the couple moved into
an apartment in Battery Park
some two blocks away from the
World Trade Center.

By all accounts there were
happy moments in the couple’s
private life, but trouble began
in the spring of 2001 when
Cabrini informed Philip that
her contract would not be
renewed citing tardiness and
evidence of alcohol abuse. After
being effectively terminated,
Philip went out to drink with
some of her ex-colleagues. What
happened at the bar remains
hazy. An altercation between
Philip and a male co-worker
resulted in Philip spending the
night in jail. She claimed that
her colleague groped her while
at the bar. The Manhattan D.A.
Office investigated the case and
found no evidence support-
ing Philip’s claim and instead
charged her with filing a false
report.

From here a downward spiral
seems to have begun. Philip
began spending nights away
from home at bars, particularly
those frequented by gay and les-
bian clientele, and would often
leave the bars with strangers.
Although managing to land a
new job at St. Vincent’s Medical
Center in Staten Island, her
habits once again began to affect
her performance. Eventually
St. Vincent’s would suspend
her when she refused to meet
with a substance-abuse coun-
selor. Here is the fundamental
point of contention between
the NYPD’s findings and the
family’s account. Lieberman
maintains that while it is true
that his wife frequented gay
and lesbian clubs her moti-
vation was to enjoy the club
scene without worrying about
being harassed by men. Rather
than indicating confusion of
sexuality, Lieberman said that
his wife was simply in search
of friendship with like-minded
individuals. In addition, the
family insists that her alcohol-
ism was on the mend after find-
ing a new job.

On the morning of September
10, Ron accompanied his wife
to court for her arraignment
where she plead not guilty to
filing a false police report. Here
the police report differs from
Liberman’s account. According
to the police, the couple got
into a heated argument while
leaving the courthouse regard-
ing Philip’s behavior, causing
Philip to storm out, leaving her
husband behind. Lieberman
claims that while in the past
he had expressed to his wife
his displeasure with her night
habits, no argument occurred
at the courthouse.

Be that as it may, from the
courthouse Ron went to work
and Sneha returned to the
apartment. From two to four,
Philip chatted with her mother
online, mentioning that she was
planning to visit the Windows
of the World restaurant atop
the North Tower where a friend
was going to be married the
following year. At four, Philip
signed off the chat and went to a
nearby Century 21 store where,
as itemized in the couple’s
shared American Express card,
she purchased lingerie, three
pairs of shoes and bedsheets.
Security cameras captured her
browsing through the clothing
racks and then leaving the store
with shopping bags.

Later, while Lieberman and
Gallant were conducting their
own investigation, the store
employee who had been work-
ing that day came forward stat-
ing that she remembered seeing
Philip (who she recognized
as a regular customer) in the
store that day accompanied by
another woman. Her companion
was of about the same age and
also of Indian ethnicity. This
woman was never identified and
her appearance on camera is
inconclusive. This would be the
last confirmed record of Philip’s
activity. Days later the desk
clerk at the apartment complex
where she lived claimed to have
seen her returning home that
evening. The security cameras

do show a woman entering the
lobby and taking the elevator
up, but the image is so sun
bleached as to be practically
useless for positive identifica-
tion, though the silhouette
matches Philip’s body type and
dress, minus the shopping bags
she would have had returning
from the store.

Lieberman arrived home
around midnight to find that
his wife wasn’t there. He was
surprised and a little annoyed
that she wasn’t curbing her
nightlife habits but not particu-
larly worried. He also thought
she may have been spending
the night at her brother’s resi-
dence in Greenwich Village as
she sometimes did. Lieberman
had no reason to notice this at
the time, but it was relevant
that the shopping bags his
wife was seen carrying out of
the store were never brought
home.

Having to work early the
next morning, Ron went to bed
without much further inves-
tigation. He woke up the next
morning around 6 and found
that his wife was still not home.
A strange, almost eerie, dis-
covery would be made later. At
around 4am a call was made
from the apartment’s landline
to Lieberman’s cell. Lieberman
had no recollection of this but
stated the most likely explana-
tion was that he got up briefly
to check his voicemail and soon
forgot about it.

Still not too concerned,
Lieberman made his way to
work and found his colleagues
watching the news of the attacks
as they unfolded. Lieberman did
not leave work as he believed
wounded victims would soon
be transported in but spent the
day calling the apartment trying
to reach his wife (who did not
have a cell phone).

Lieberman did not start to
become especially concerned
until he reached his brother-
in-law who said Sneha had not
been to his apartment. When
patients were no longer arriv-
ing, Lieberman began making
his way home. Although police
had closed off all roads to Lower
Manhattan for the general pub-
lic, Lieberman’s medical pass
got him a ride in an ambulance
to his apartment complex. The
building had been emptied and
locked, but when Lieberman
ultimately made his way to the
now dust-covered apartment
there was no evidence of his wife
having been there.

Lieberman filed a missing
person report with the police
but when it became obvious
that the devastation following
the attacks would overwhelm
the department’s resources,
Lieberman hired Gallant to
investigate.

Through Gallant, who inter-
viewed clubgoers at the places
she frequented and tracked her
credit card activity, authori-
ties have learned what little
is known of Sneha Philip’s
movements on the afternoon of
September 10, 2001. Gallant
and Lieberman concluded that,
perhaps on her way home, she
witnessed the attacks on the
World Trade Center and decided

to rush in using her medical
skills to assist subsequently
dying in the collapse.

This was the account her fam-
ily was fighting for and that they
were ultimately granted in 2008
when her death was officially
linked to the September 11%
attacks. Sneha Philip died a
hero trying to save lives.

Her remains were never found
nor was any evidence that she
was at the World Trade Center
that day but even the police
investigation does not conclu-
sively rule out that possibility.
What the police investigation
does suggest is that another
account is plausible. Perhaps,
Philip needed to get away from
her mounting legal and profes-
sional troubles and left town
without a trace. Her nightlife
may have been further evidence
of an unfulfilling marriage and

she sought other things away
from home, the terrorist attacks
being an opportune cover.

Not surprisingly, Lieberman
and his former in-laws have
rejected the fundamentals of
this investigation. A hole they
allege in the police investigation
is that with the exception of the
American Express used at the
Century 21, Philip left behind
all her credit cards along with
her driver’s license.

In truth, neither account
can be ruled out and neither
fills all the details even if true.
But such is the bigger picture
of 9/11, a national tragedy we
have been analyzing for over
two decades. Sometimes we find
answers, sometimes we don'’t,
sometimes there are no answers
and sometimes the answers
don’t matter even when they
are there.

2025
NORTH END
FESTIVAL DIRECTORY

JULY

MADONNA DEL GRAZIE
Mass St. Leonard Church
Procession — Hanover — Prince Sts.

SAN ROCCO

ltalian Mass St. Leonard Church
Procession — Hanover — Prince Sts.

ST. JOSEPH

July 13
10:30 am
2 pm

July 20
10:30 am
1pm

July 25, 26, 27

Sunday Procession — Hanover — Prince Sts. 1 pm

AUGUST

ST. AGRIPPINA

July 31, August 1, 2, 3

Hanover & Battery Sts. Opens 7 pm on Thursday

Sunday Procession

MADONNA DELLA CAVA

Hanover & Battery Sts.
Sunday Procession

12 noon

August 8, 9,10
Opens 7 pm on Friday
1pm

MADONNA del SOCCORSO August 14, 15, 16, 17
North, Fleet & Lewis Sts. (Fisherman’s)
Sunday Procession 1 pm - Flight of the Angel 8 pm

SANTA LUCIA

Thursday, Feast & Procession

Thacher & Endicott Sts.
ST. ANTHONY’S FEAST

August 28
5pm

August 29, 30, 31

Endicott & Thacher, N. Margin Sts.

Sunday Procession

12 pm

SEPTEMBER

SAN GENNARO FEAST

September 5, 6, 7

Paul Revere Mall (Prado) Hanover St.

Sunday Procession

ST. ROSALIA di PALERMO
Procession Only - North Square

12 pm

TBD
1pm

ADDITIONAL ITALIAN FESTIVALS

Malden, MA

SAINT ROCCO FESTIVAL
Pearl Street, Malden, MA

Sunday Procession
Lawrence, MA

August 8, 9, 10

1pm

FEAST of the THREE SAINTS  August 29, 30, 31
Saints Alfio, Filadelfo and Cirino
Common & Union Streets, Lawrence

Sunday Procession
Cambridge Festival

SS COSMAS AND DAMIAN 100™

Sunday Procession

3 pm

Sept. 4,5,6,7
1pm

Warren and Cambridge St., Cambridge
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* Boston Celebrates (Continued from Page 1)

Beautiful cake decorated with American flags and an image
of Paul Revere on his midnight ride.

Salute to America at the annual Independence Day Parade in
downtown Boston.

The USS Constitution “Old Ironsides” sets sail on its annual
turnaround in Boston Harbor.

The American Flag waves proudly in the midst of a massive
crowd of revelers during the annual Independence Day Parade
in Boston.

&b
"i d.i ]
A huge group gathers in from of the Old State House in Boston for the annual 4th of July
reading of The Declaration of Independence in Boston.

revelers, Boston Mayor Michelle
Wu reminded the crowd that
“Boston is the city that started
it all”, noting that some of the
250th anniversary milestones
have already been celebrated,
including Paul Revere’s Ride
and the Battle of Bunker Hill.
The mayor also commented
on how Bostonians, 250 years
ago, didn’t realize the British
would be forced out of the city
only eight months later, before
Independence Day was officially
declared on July 4, 1776. “All
that Bostonians knew at the
time was what we continue to
hold true today. That there is
a difference between right and
wrong, that there is a difference
between freedom and tyranny,
and what we do in each moment
matters because a better future
for our families is always worth
fighting for.”

Hundreds of people walked
the streets following the Frank
Zarba Military Band and the
Boston Fire department as the
parade stopped for a 21-gun
salute and the playing of taps
in front of the Old Granary
Burying Ground, where wreaths
were laid for some of America’s
founding fathers. People of all
ages, joined the celebration by
waving American flags following
the reading of the Declaration of
Independence at the Old State
House as red, white and blue
confetti shot into the sky.

One of the steepest traditions
in Boston over the 4th of July
holiday is the annual turn-
around of the USS Constitution.
“Old Ironsides” as she is affec-
tionately referred set off from
her berth in Charlestown on
her annual Fourth of July turn
around in Boston Harbor, as
she was honored with a 21-gun
salute off Castle Island in South
Boston. The USS Constitution
graces the harbor at various
times each year, including last
week’s 4th of July holiday as
she celebrated the 249th birth-
day of the United States.

Members of the 101st artillery
of the Massachusetts National
Guard were on hand to offer a
21-gun salute. It is the oldest
commissioned warship afloat.
She played important roles
in a number of battles, includ-
ing the War of 1812 when
British cannonballs were seen
bouncing off the ship’s hull,
earning her the nickname “Old
Ironsides.”

Of course the crown jewel of
Boston’s 4th of July festivities is
the Boston Pops annual concert
at the Hatch Shell on Boston’s
Esplanade, followed by the
annual Fireworks Spectacular
over the Charles River. This
was Keith Lockhart’s 30th
anniversary as Boston Pops
conductor.

Standing at attention during the National Anthem at the
opening festivities of Boston Harborfest 2025.

America’s Armed Services flag bearer leads the Independence
Day parade through downtown Boston.

Frankie Boyer, Tricia Sabbey, Tony Gangi, Ann Babbit and
Mr. Sabbey volunteer for a Independence Day Celebration at
Christopher Columbus Park in Boston’s North End.

Boston Fire Department leads the annual Independence Day
Festivities at Boston City Hall Plaza.

Fireworks light up the night over Boston.
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SARAH WILSON -
INCANDESCENCE
(CD)
Brass Tonic
On her album, Incandescence,
Brass Tonic, composer and
trumpeter Sarah Wilson com-
bines an all-woman horn front-
line — herself, alto saxophonist
Kasey Knudsen, and trom-
bonist Mara Fox — with the
buoyant rhythm section of
guitarist John Schott, bassist
Lisa Mezzacappa, and, for this
recording, drummers Jon Arkin
and Tim Bulkley. Brass Tonic
played its first gig in 2022, but
the seeds for the band were
planted more than 20 years
before, when Wilson performed
with and composed for NYC
drummer Kenny Wollesen’s
protest-minded marching jazz
band, Himalayas. Wilson was
determined to forefront women
in her new sextet. Wilson has
a history of composing music
in response to visual art. In
2011-12 she was an artist
fellow at San Francisco’s de
Young Museum, where she col-
laborated on a music and aerial
dance performance inspired by
the Harlem Renaissance painter
Aaron Douglas. “She Stands in
a Room,” one of the pieces on
Wilson’s 2010 album Trapeze
Project, drew from a sculpture
by Nicolas Africano in the de
Young’s collection. At the State
Gallery of Lower Austria, Wilson
was given the unique opportu-
nity to set up a mobile studio
in the gallery, allowing her to
write music in real time while
interacting directly with the
paintings. The residency also
connected her with the artist
himself, facilitating a trip to
Reinhold’s studio to discuss his
artistic methodology — includ-
ing his love of John Coltrane’s
music. “His process is based on
a space time modality,” Wilson
relates. “He imagines everything
he’s going to paint and sketches
it out, which is very architec-
tural. Then he layers coats of
paint, goes off and lets it dry,
and returns later to paint more
layers — meaning that he’s
dealing with elements created
in a different space and time.”
Three of the compositions on
Incandescence —“Architecture
in Space,” “Music Appears
to Stand Still,” and “Echoes
Refrain” - resulted from Wilson’s
Austrian residency.
BRETT YOUNG -
2.0
(Vinyl)
Nashville Harbor Records
& Entertainment
Diamond-selling Country
artist Brett Young released his
fourth studio album, 2.0 via
Nashville Harbor Records &
Entertainment. The 11-track
project builds on Young’s sig-
nature Calville (California) style,
pairing smooth West Coast cool
with ‘90s-inspired Country
instrumentation. Co-written by
Young, 2.0 features collabora-
tions with Lady A (“Who I Do It
For”), and a fresh take on his
career-defining hit “In Case You
Didn’t Know,” now featuring
Hannah McFarland. McFarland
co-wrote a new second verse,
providing her character’s voice
and a female perspective. “2.0
is a reflection of where I'm at
right now as a husband, a dad,

and someone who’s still learn-
ing and growing. These songs
get into the highs and lows of
love, the weight of heartbreak,
and the responsibility and joy
that come with family,” shares
Young. “It’s not just a follow-
up to what I've done before. It’s
a step forward. I hope people
hear pieces of their own story
in these songs, the way I see
mine in them.” The track list
shines via: “Drink With You,”
(released as single (4/25) “Kiss
To Forget,” (third single) “Who
I Do It For,” “Goodnight Into
Good Morning,” was the first
single released (7/24), “That
Ain’t Yours,” “You Don’t Know
What You’re Missing (featuring
George Birge),” “Full House,” a
personal nod to the birth of his
first child, “Tastes Like You,”
(fourth single), “You Still Got It,”
and “Say Less” (second single).
Young makes this album per-
sonal with his ‘straight to the
heart’ songs.
RICO JONES
BloodLines
(CD)
Giant Steps Arts

With BloodLines, Giant Steps
Arts introduces a compel-
ling new compositional voice,
Colorado-native tenor saxo-
phonist Rico Jones. The album
is his New York City leader
debut and features a multi-gen-
eration band of peer guitarist
Max Light and two veterans in
bassist Joe Martin and drum-
mer Nasheet Waits. BloodLines,
recorded live at Brooklyn’s
Ornithology in August 2024,
is, as the title clearly implies,
a deeply personal album, com-
prising original compositions
but also Jones’ decision to have
the performance begin with
the five sections of “Bloodlines:
Suite of the Omnipotent and
Eternal Spirit,” the preposition
“of” rather than “for” empha-
sizing how each piece is part
of a larger whole. The open-
ing “Invocation,” a brief group
improvisation symbolizes what
Jones says is “the act of calling
upon divine spiritual powers
when entering a state of prayer.”
Other pieces speak to the divine
and the universe we inhabit,
particularly the last three:
“Across Time,” “The Moment”
and “The Voice of God Shines
Brightly on My Heart.” The first
percolates not only with move-
ment but also perspective; the
second’s introspective quality
recalls “points in life when I
experience true clarity about
the nature of all things”; and
the third acts as an impas-
sioned bookend to “Invocation,”
an “acknowledgment of the
divine creator of all life and
reality.” Other pieces celebrate
important people in Jones’ life,
from a deceased friend beauti-
fully memorialized in “Lone
Wolf” to his treasured great-
grandmother, whose stateliness
and resolve is captured with
“Queen Isabelle.” No matter
the source material Jones’
gorgeous tone is on display
throughout, his playing with
a sense of purpose and under-
standing of restraint belying
his youth. All albums are bio-
graphical in some way, reflect-
ing the spirit of the musician
who created it but BloodLines
is particularly so.

The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS

of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

CITY COUNCIL HONORS
KATIE GRASSA
ON RETIREMENT

Boston City Councilor Erin
Murphy and Katie Grassa

Recently, members of the
Boston City Council including
Erin Murphy held a celebration
for the well-deserved retire-
ment of Katie Grassa with a
City Council citation recogniz-
ing her decades of service to
Boston’s students and families.
Murphy stated, “Katie and I
taught together at the Murphy
School, and I've always admired
her passion, leadership, and
deep care for her school com-
munities. Most recently, she
served as the principal of the
Curley K-8 School in Jamaica
Plain, where she made a lasting
impact on students, staff, and
families alike.”

Wishing Katie Grassa all the
best in her next chapter — and
plenty of time to rest, travel, and
enjoy all she’s earned!

SALESIAN
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
80TH ANNIVERSARY GALA

I recently attended the 80th
Anniversary Gala honoring the
Salesian Boys & Girls Club

ST. JUDE NOVENA

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be
adored, glorified, loved and preserved
throughout the world now and for-
ever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us.
St. Jude, worker of miracles, pray
for us. St. Jude, help of the hopeless,
pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a
day, by the 8th day your prayer will
be answered. It has never been known
to fail. Publication must be promised.
My prayers have been answered.

S.D.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given by Stephens
Automotive Transport, 60 Union Street,
Medford, MA 02155, pursuant to the provisions
of G.L.c.255 39A, that on July 12, 2025 at
10AM, at said address, the following motor
vehicle(s) will be sold, in as is condition, no
keys, at public sale to satisfy our garage
keeper's lien thereon for towing, storage, and
expenses of notice and sale:

2006 DODGE DAKOTA, BLACK
1D7HW28K46S510809

1998 SATURN SL2, GRAY
1G8ZK5271WZ224207

2004 HYUNDAI SANTAFE, RED
KM8SC73D54U806904

2009 TOYOTA PRIUS, GREEN
JTDKB20UX97838784

2005 TOYOTA PRIUS, BLUE
JTDKB20U553016475

2008 TOYOTA SCION TC, BLUE
JTKDE167980243260

2013 LEXUS ES, SILVER
JTHBK1GG3D2059371

2015 FORD FUSION, GRAY
3FABPOH7XFR216993

2023 JEEP COMPASS, SILVER
3C4NJDDNXPT517805

2007 FORD F-550, WHITE
1FDAF56P37EB27810

2007 JEEP LIBERTY, BLACK
1J4GL58K47W644014

Run dates: 06/27, 07/04, 07/11/2025

by Sal Giarratani

held at the Hyatt Regency back
on June 26th. The function
hall was mobbed showing the
importance of this neighbor-
hood institution going back to
its start in 1945. Generations
of kids have grown up with the
Salesian Boys & Girls Club.
This place is a vital part of the
community and its mission is
now ever so important. It will
continue in its mission thanks
to the many who are committed
to the work that is being done
for our young people today.
This place is a vital resource.
We know it and we assist its
mission.
I ALMOST FORGOT THAT
GEORGE MAHARIS WAS A
GREAT SINGER TOO

Py BEST OF GEDREE MARARIE

I was over at the St. Joseph
Society and noticed a music
CD by George Maharis among
a number of CDs on the coun-
ter by the window. Talking
with Carol Boyd, she said she
brings them in since her car no
longer plays CDs. Too bad cars
no longer come ready to play
CDs anymore. My 10-year-old
Nissan does. That was the last
year Nissan did that.

Folks my age remember
Maharis mostly as an actor.
When Route 66 premiered in
1960 on CBS, he became a big
time Hollywood star. He left the
TV series after the third season
due to health issues but kept
on singing.

Since borrowing this CD, I
have enjoyed countless hours of
easy-going music while navigat-
ing the roads to and from East
Boston. If you do not know who
this guy is, look him up and if
you get a chance, listen to his
singing too.

ARMY BAND CONCERT
ABOARD
USS CONSTITUTION

(Courtesy photo of U.S.
Navy, by Petty Officer
1st Class Raymond Minami)

The USS Constitution wel-
comed the public to see 215th
Army Bands musical ensemble
REVOLUTION, an eight-piece
fife and drum unit aboard Old
Ironsides on Monday, July 7th
for a free concert.

SAND SCULPTING FESTIVAL
MAKES A RETURN

The Sand Sculpting Festival
is returning to Revere Beach
July 25th to July 27th. The
theme for this year’s festival
will be the 250th Anniversary
of the American Revolution. It
promises to be a great weekend
of fun as usual. Come on down!

THIS SUNDAY
DON’T BE DENIED
SOME GREAT MUSIC

The ZUMIX Summer Concerts
2025 is now ongoing. Free for
all ages. This Sunday on stage
will be Don’t Be Denied, East
Boston’s premier rock and roll
band. Best music ever and I
will proudly be wearing my
band tee shirt down there on
Sunday from 6:00-8:00 p.m.

* Gov. Healey Signs FY26 Budget (Continued from Page 1)

downturn in state revenues
or if Massachusetts finds
itself facing other financial
difficulties.

While there is no specific
timeline for when a decision
might be made on whether to
release cash for local earmarks,
Gorzkowicz did reiterate the
state he has a statutory respon-
sibility to certify that there is
sufficient money on hand to pay
the state’s bills by October 15th.

You can be sure that any cuts
to local earmarks will incur the
ire from state lawmakers who
push these requests through
the annual budget process and
use these financial windfalls to
take credit for and appease their
constituents in their respective
legislative districts.

As Governor Healey signed
the FY26 budget, she also filed
a $100 million supplemen-
tal spending bill that would
give her office expanded emer-
gency budget-cutting powers,
often referred to as 9C cuts.

Massachusetts law allows a
governor to cut spending dur-
ing emergencies only within
the executive branch if they
determine there is not enough
money to pay the state’s bills.
In 2024, Healey slashed $375
million after the state missed
revenue projections for six
straight months.

This year’s bill would go even
further by allowing the Healey
administration to slash spend-
ing across the entire state
budget, on in FY26, if revenues
come in $400 million below
initial projections or federal
policy changes leave a $400
million hole in the budget.
That means if the measure is
approved as written, Healey and
Gorzkowicz have the author-
ity to reduce spending across
a number of programs and
agencies, as well as other con-
stitutional offices including
the Attorney General’s Office,
the Legislature, or the State
Auditor’s Office.

The opinions expressed by our columnists and
contributors are not necessarily the same as those
of The Post-Gazette, its publisher or editor. Photo
submissions are accepted by the Post-Gazette provided
they are clear, original photos. There is a $5 charge
for each photo submitted. Photos can be submitted via
e-mail: postgazette@aol.com. If you want your photos
returned, include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.
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Nanna &

Babbononno

A Nostalgic Remembrance

by John Christatoro

After my mother passed away
in 2007, I felt sentimental about
the house she and Dad had
lived in since 1961and couldn’t
sell it. I felt nostalgic and guilty.
After my mother’s funeral, I held
onto the house and rented it to a
couple of different families. The
whole idea of moving away from
roots started during the winter of
1960. Dad came home one night
from playing with his band and
there must have been about 6
inches of snow on the ground.
He couldn’t find a parking space
anywhere near the house on
Eutaw Street. He dropped off
his instruments and scouted the
neighborhood for about a half
hour and finally found a place
to park, several blocks away. He
then walked home in the snow
with the snow soaking his shoes
and freezing his feet. You could
hear him coming up the stairs to
the top floor when he arrived at
74 Eutaw. He was swearing in
both Italian and English. From
that point on, he talked about
moving to the suburbs.

Dad spoke to Uncle Gino and
Aunt Ninna about what it was
like living in Belmont. His piano
player, who lived in Newton,
gave him information about
his neighborhood, as did sev-
eral relatives that had left East
Boston and the North End for
the northern suburbs.

Dad spoke to Mom about his
conversations with friends and
relatives, but she was adamant
about staying in East Boston
where Babbononno was com-
fortable. Finally, due to frus-
tration, he told her that they
could stay at the Eutaw Street
apartment and he would pay
for it, but he was moving. Mom
gave in, but Babbononno didn’t
want to move. Dad gave him the
same offer and he backed down
saying that he was going with us
to where ever we decided to live.
Dad decided on Belmont. Uncle
Gino knew of a house that was
going on the market in the spring
of 61 and we looked at it. Dad
made the down payment and on
Good Friday of 1961, we moved
in. It was quite different living
in the suburbs than on Eagle
Hill in East Boston. I couldn’t
sleep for the first week or so, it
was too quiet. No planes flying
over the house, no sirens in the
streets, no neighbors sitting on
the front steps after dinner and
no corner store where one could
buy cigarettes, newspapers or
play the daily number.

I had decided to go back to
school and begin working on
a master’s degree and knew
it would be cheaper to live at
home rather than maintain
an apartment, so I went along
and became a Belmontonian.
The decade of the ’60s was a
busy one for me. I was teach-
ing in Boston, playing music
nights, at first in Boston and
then New York. And then later, I
began commuting to Los Angeles
when the Hollywood doors I was
knocking on began to open. Dad
was happy with the life style he
adopted. He knew that no matter
where he played, when he came
home at night, he had a drive-
way to park in. Mom adjusted
to suburban living along with
Dad. Babbononno hated it.
Belmont Center was just a

ten-minute walk away, but no
one sold DeNobili cigars, no one
sold Il Porgresso, no one sold La
Gazetta (our Post-Gazette), and
most important, no one spoke
Italian.

As a result, he was unhappy.
Finally, Dad and my uncles
found him an apartment near
Maverick Square, back in East
Boston. My mother wasn’t too
happy with his leaving the fold,
because his apartment was
next door to an Irish lady close
to his age, and she insisted on
taking care of my grandfather. I
don’t know how they communi-
cated. She had a brogue thick
enough to cut with a knife and
Babbononno spoke fractured
English. But they became close
friends. Nanna had been gone
for about ten years and this
woman was company for him.

Dad and I made several
changes to the new house. The
first thing we did was paint it
and when it needed painting a
year and a halflater, I called in a
siding company and they did the
rest. Dad wanted new kitchen
cabinets and the old ones were
replaced that same year. Little
by little the house was modified
to suit Mom and Dad’s tastes.

Well, the years rolled by and
in 1977, Loretta and I were
married. The night before the
wedding, my folks hosted a pre-
nuptial dinner party with Uncle
Nick playing the part of bar ten-
der. No one went without. The
priest that was going to marry
us asked if me if [ had a room
he could use to hear confes-
sions for anyone that wanted
to receive Holy Communion at
our ceremony. I picked my old
bedroom as the location and
the first to confess was a mem-
ber of the wedding party. When
my groomsman and the priest
came down stairs to rejoin the
festivities, they were both laugh-
ing. I asked what was funny.
The priest answered with, “This
is the first time I've listened to
a confession with the confes-
sor drinking a beer, I sipping a
scotch on the rocks and an open
copy of Playboy magazine sitting
on one of the bed pillows.”

As the years advanced, Dad
began to slow down. He devel-
oped aneurisms that were oper-
ated on until one finally did him
in the fall of 1991. He passed
away at age 81. Mom did better
than I thought she would as a
widow. To make things easier,
whenever Loretta, the kids and
I headed to a vacation spot, we
brought her along. This came to
an abrupt end one winter week-
end when she was in her 90s. I
had help go in several times a
week, but it became evident she
needed the care that could only
be found in a nursing home. She
considered the place a vacation
resort and was happy right up to
the end. She passed away on our
son Michael’s birthday in 2007.
When all was said and done,
I felt guilty selling the house
and decided to rent it. For the
first 3 years, a family from out
of state occupied it. When they
left, another family rented it for
a month and gave us such a
hard time, I evicted them. Then,
along came another family. The
Honduran government wanted
to open a consulate in Boston

and the new consul general and
her family moved in with three
kids and a nanny. Happy days
were back again and they were
great tenants. Unfortunately,
after four years, they had to
leave and I decided to sell the
house. I felt guilty about doing
so but it was time.

I called a friend who worked
in real estate and the house
was on the market for only a
day, and then it sold. A young
couple bought the place stat-
ing that they were newly-weds
and wanted to start a family
right away. 1 was happy that
the house was going to the kind
of people who might inherit
the energy and love that was
attached to the property.

On the way home from final-
izing the sale, I dropped Loretta
off and told her that I had to run
an errand. I drove by the house
at 1 Broad Street in Belmont
and silently said my goodbyes to
what had been the family estate,
emotionally telling my late folks
that it was time for new young
life to take over. I guess I made
my peace with my late folks,
myself and the generations of
my family that came before me.
And, so it goes ...

GOD BLESS AMERICA

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
The Probate and Family Court Department
Middlesex, SS. Division

Docket No. MI25P3394P0

NOTICE
In the Matter of
HEITOR OLIVERIA ANDRADE

To all persons interested in the matter:

A Petition has been presented by Amanda
Junia Oliveira Andrade of Hudson, MA
and the Estate of Reginaldo De Andrade
in the above-captioned matter praying that
this Court enter an order that the Office
of the City Clerk, City of Marlborough,
correct the Birth certificate of Heitor
Oliveira Andrade in accordance with M.G.L
Chapter 46 Section 13.

If you desire to object thereto, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance in
said Court AT MIDDLESEX PROBATE AND
FAMILY TRIAL COURT, 370 Jackson Street,
5" Floor, Lowell, MA, ON OR BEFORE TEN
O'CLOCK IN THE FORENOON (10:00 am.) on
July 227, 2025.

Witness, Hon. Terri Klug-Cafazzo, First Justice
of this Court, this 24th day of June in the year
of our Lord Two Thousand and Twenty-Five.
Tara E. DeCristofaro,
Register of Probate Court
Run date: 07/11/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
The Probate and Family Court Department
Middlesex, SS. Division

Docket No. MI25P3393P0

NOTICE
In the Matter of
SERENA OLIVERIA ANDRADE

To all persons interested in the matter:

A Petition has been presented by Amanda
Junia Oliveira Andrade of Hudson, MA
and the Estate of Reginaldo De Andrade
in the above-captioned matter praying that
this Court enter an order that the Office
of the City Clerk, City of Marlborough,
correct the Birth certificate of Serena
Oliveira Andrade in accordance with M.G.L
Chapter 46 Section 13.

If you desire to object thereto, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance in
said Court AT MIDDLESEX PROBATE AND
FAMILY TRIAL COURT, 370 Jackson Street,
5% Floor, Lowell, MA, ON OR BEFORE TEN
O'CLOCK IN THE FORENOON (10:00 am.) on
July 22, 2025.

Witness, Hon. Terri Klug-Cafazzo, First Justice
of this Court, this 24th day of June in the year
of our Lord Two Thousand and Twenty-Five.

Tara E. DeCristofaro,
Register of Probate Court

Run date: 07/11/2025

by
ﬂ Marianna

L lev ; Bisignano
Wﬁﬂih“‘f

Paccheri, the large, tube-shaped pasta hailing from Italy’s
Campania region, brings with it both rustic charm and a bit of
culinary folklore. Legend has it that these oversized macaroni tubes
were originally designed to smuggle garlic across the Alps into
Austria. Today, Paccheri are prized for their ability to cradle rich
sauces and hearty fillings. One much-loved variation is Paccheri
alle Melanzane (Paccheri with eggplant), a dish deeply rooted in
Sicilian tradition. Bursting with sun-ripened tomatoes, tender
eggplant, and fragrant basil, it’s often described as “a Sicilian
summer on a plate.”

During the colder months, my Nonna would often prepare
Paccherial Forno, stuffed and baked to perfection. But in the sum-
mertime, she turned to a lighter “Paccheri alla Melanzane”favorite.
This dish traditionally calls for Paccheri, eggplant, cherry tomatoes,
Ricotta Salata, and freshly picked basil. My Nonna put her own
spin on it by using eggplants, tomatoes, and basil straight from
her garden, substituting the Ricotta Salata for fresh Ricotta or
Burrata, and adding a generous handful of her own freshly grated
Parmigiano. I guarantee you are going to love Nonna’s version of
Paccheri alla Melanzane!

PACCHERI with EGGPLANT
Paccheri alle Melanzane

T

1 large Italian eggplant

Yo cup salt

Y2 to %4 cup extra virgin olive oil

1-pound dry Paccheri (or substitute rigatoni) pasta

4 cloves garlic, crushed

1-pound fresh cherry tomatoes, halved (or one 16-ounce can
cherry tomatoes in juice)

Y4 teaspoon Sicilian oregano

Y2 cup freshly grated Parmigiano Reggiano

4 to 6 fresh basil leaves, sliced

I-pound fresh ricotta or 1-pound of whole milk burrata cheese

Leaving the skin on, dice the eggplant into bite-sized cubes.
Lightly sprinkle with salt and place in a large colander, for 30 to
40 minutes (turning halfway through) to draw out bitterness and
excess water.

Bring a large pot of lightly salted water to a boil. Cook the pasta,
until al dente. Remove the pasta, drizzle a small amount of the oil
over it, toss and set aside. Reserve the pasta water.

Heat a sauté pan over high heat. Add enough of the olive oil to
coat the bottom. Once hot, add the diced eggplant and fry, turning
occasionally, until golden and tender.

Once the eggplant is browned, add the crushed garlic and cook
for about one minute. Add the cherry tomatoes, oregano, and a
ladle of pasta water. Let simmer for about 25 minutes. Then add
the cooked pasta directly into the pan with the sauce. Add the
Parmigiano Reggiano, basil, a splash of extra virgin olive oil, and
season with salt and pepper to taste.

Portion the pasta onto individual plates and top each serving
with a ball of burrata or a generous scoop of ricotta and finish
with a drizzle of olive oil.

Marianna Bisignano is a psychologist for the Boston Public
Schools and can be reached at nonnasrecipebox@gmail.com
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2025 North End Athletic Association End of Year Baseball Bash!

The North End Athletic
Association’s (NEAA) 2025
Baseball season for our
4-12-year-old in house base-
ball programs were wrapped
up on Saturday, June 28th.
As was much of the season, we
were under the threat of rain
most of the day with the T-Ball
and Minor League final games
playing with a light drizzle fall-
ing! However, that did not stop
our tough young players from
finishing up the season on a
positive note. The day started
out with our Boston Red Sox
Foundation T-ball program for
4-5-year-olds, which is part of
the Nike Junior RBI program.
With the help of Alex Puopolo
and some wonderful parents,
the T-Ballers finished out the
season with a fun morning.
After the session was com-
pleted, there were pizza, chips
and soft drinks for all the play-
ers and their families, as well as
medals for all the participants!

Just after twelve noon the
Minor League finished up its’
season with a blend of all 5
teams playing a final game,
given school was let out earlier
in the week and many folks
were already heading to vaca-
tion spots or visiting grand-
parents. However, a fantastic
final game was played and all of
players had a great day. Again,
there was pizza, chips and soft
drinks for all the players and
their families, as well as medals
for all the participants! Also, for
each team we awarded a Most
Improved player and a player
with the best Sportsmanship -
that award is named after NEAA
Chairman Ted Tomasone.

Awards as follows:

A’s: Most Improved: Hugh
Balsam, Sportsmanship: Dylan
Ronan

Rays: Most Improved: Matteo
Mgherini, Sportsmanship:
Johnathan Keonigsaman

Phillies: Most Improved: Nolan
Maklarikis, Sportsmanship:
Keegan Davis

Orioles: Most Improved:
Arman Vahdat, Sportsmanship:
Max McGovern

Rockies: The team chose to
give both as one team award

Minor League Coach of the
Year was the Rockies Head
Coach: Marcko Maglich

T-Ball players with their medals

by John Romano

To wrap up the 9-12-year-
olds Major’s season, a Futures
All-Star Game was held with
9-10-year-old players from all
four Majors teams as well as a
few 8-year-olds called up from
the Minors. It was a fun game to
watch and for the kids to play.
Each team selected an MVP
from the other team. On the
winning team coached by Rick
Martignetti, the MVP was Jack
“Sully” Sullivan, and the MVP
from the Team coached by John
Pregmon was Luca Tizzano.

To conclude the End of
Baseball Bash, the Annual
North End vs. Charlestown Little
League All-Star Game for 11-
and 12-year-olds was played.
Father Michael DellaPenna,
Pastor of St. Leonard’s Parish
blessed all the players and
explained to them that the
important thing is to have
fun, good sportsmanship and
enjoy the game! The Players
from both teams enjoyed a fun
filled evening under the lights.
The Festivities were kicked off
by City Councilor Gabriella
Coletta Zapata who threw out
the first pitch. The Councilor,
who represents both neighbor-
hoods, threw a strike to kick off
the game!

The Charlestown squad was
a little more seasoned and beat
the North End Team 15-4. MVP
Awards were given to a player
from each team. The North End
MVP was River Purcell and the
Charlestown L.L. MVP was
Noah Smith.

Once again throughout the
9-12-year-olds games, there
was pizza and chips and soft
drinks for all the players and
their families.

The night concluded with the
North End Athletic Association
(NEAA) providing medals to
all the 9-12-year-old players,
except the Tigers who were
the playoff Champs for which
they received trophies! Lastly,
season awards were given for
the Carangelo Award, named
after Uncle Fred Carangelo,
to a winner from each team.
The winners were: Cardinals:
Treyson Scarpa and Tigers:
Jeremiah Burns

Marlins: Parker Watson,
Tigers: Cardinals: and Cubs:
Eli Margalit

(North End) with their respective coaches
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The League Rookie of the
Yearwas given to Jack “Sully”
Sullivan, The League Best
Pitcher to Will McGovern, The
Sportsman of the Year: Grayson
Miller and finally the League
MVP to Gianluca DeMarco.
The Major League Coach of the
Year went to Tony Merlino of
the Cubs.

Special Thanks to all the
coaches and commissioners for
another great season. They all
serve in a volunteer capacity
and do a fantastic job through-
out the year, with the season
beginning on April 1st.

A big thanks to the sponsors
of the All-Star Game: Ausonia
Council Knights of Columbus
#1513 in the North End, Boston
Specialists, Mangia Mangia,
Boston Bottles/ Sidecar, Burns
Family, Merlino Family, Courville
Family, Wharton Family,
Randolph/Marci Family, Miller
Family and the Margalit Family.
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We look forward to the
Mayor’s Cup in July and watch
for Dodgers Baseball (13-15
Year Olds) who will play in
the Lou Tompkins All-Star

NEAA Majors Award Winners

Baseball League in July and
August.

Congratulations to all the
players and coaches for a great
season!

Futures All-Star Game MVP Luca Tizzano with Coach Rick
Martignetti and Jack Sullivan with Coach John Pregmon

Minor League Players with their coaches and medals

Our Team Sponsors this year were as follows: Majors: St. Anthony’s Feast, St. Agrippina’s
Feast, Regional Review, and Tomasone Club; Minors: McGovern Auto, Richards Motor Cars,
Boston Food Tour, North End CARES, and Boston Bottles. Boston Red Sox Foundation Nike
RBI Program sponsors our T-Ball Program
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Tody’s Service
Inc. of 1354 Washington Street, West
Newton, MA, pursuant to the provisions
of Mass G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that they
will sell the following vehicle on or after
July 25th, 2025 beginning at 10:00 am by
public or private sale to satisfy their garage
keepers lien for towing, storage, and
notices of sale:

2012 CHEVY SILVERADO

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Notice is hereby given by Ramsay’s
Towing 152 Prospect Street,
Waltham, MA, pursuant to the pro-
visions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section
39A, that they will sell the following
vehicles on or after July 18, 2025
beginning at 10:00 PM by private
or public sale to satisfy their garage
keepers lien for towing, storage, and
notices of sale. Vehicles are being
stored at Ramsay’s Towing.

VIN # 1GCRKPEA8CZ311204
Vehicle is being stored at
Tody’s Service Inc.
Signed,
David Donahue, President
Tody’s Service Inc.

Run dates: 07/04, 07/11, 07/18/2025

ANTHONY MEMBO
2004 Honda Van
VIN # 5FNRL18094B077532

MARVIN INTERIANO ARIAS
2011 Honda CRV
VIN # JHLRE4H31BC015240

COOPER AMBROSE
2007 Ford Explorer

VIN # 1TFMEU73EX7UB47094
Signed,
Justin Ramsay
Run dates: 06/27, 07/04, 07/11/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by CHRISTINA
FRANCIS to HABITAT FOR HUMANITY; METROWEST - GREATER WORCESTER, INC. n/k/a
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY METROWEST/GREATER WORCESTER, INC., dated June 21, 2017
and recorded with the Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds (the “Registry”) in Book 69476,
Page 21 (the “Mortgage”), of which Mortgage the undersigned (the “Mortgagee”) is the present holder,
for breach of the conditions of the Mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold
at Public Auction at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, July 28, 2025 at the mortgaged premises located on or
near 97 Stonebridge Road, Wayland, Massachusetts (the “Premises”), all and singular the premises
described in the Mortgage, to wit:

“The unit (“Unit”) known as No. 97 in the Building located at 95-97 Stonebridge Road of the
Stonebridge Road Condominium, Wayland, Massachusetts (the “Condominium”), a condominium
established pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 183A, by Master Deed dated February
18, 2016 and recorded with Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds in Book 66824, Page 70, as
amended by First Amendment dated March 28, 2017 and recorded in Book 69091, Page 128 (“Master
Deed").

The Unit contains a total of 2,095 square feet, more or less, and is shown on the floor plans of
the Condominium Unit recorded with the Master Deed, to which is affixed the verified statement of a
registered architect in the form required by Section 9 of Chapter 183A.

The Unit has a mailing address of 97 Stonebridge Road, Wayland, MA 01778.

The Unit is conveyed together with:

1. An undivided 32.3% percent beneficial interest in the common areas and facilities of the

Condominium as described in the Master Deed (“Common Elements”), attributable to the Unit.

2. The easement for the exclusive right and license to use the exterior parking space(s) within or

upon the Common Areas and Facilities as described in Paragraph 5(f) of the Master Deed.

3. The exclusive right to use the Limited Common Areas and Facilities appurtenant to the Unit as

set forth in Paragraph 6 of the Master Deed.

4. The appurtenant right and easement use in common with other Units served thereby, all utility

lines and other common facilities which serve it, but which are located in another Unit or Units.

5. All other rights, easements, agreements, interest and provisions contained in the Master Deed.

Said Unit is conveyed subject to:

(1) The provisions of the Local Initiative Program Regulatory Agreement and Declaration of Restrictive
Covenants for Ownership Project and the Local Initiative Program Affordable Housing Deed
Rider, as the same may be amended from time to time by instrument recorded with
Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds, which provisions, together with any amendments
thereto, shall constitute covenants running with the land and shall bind any person having at any
time any interest or estate in said parcels, his family, servants, and visitors, as though such
provisions were recited and stipulated at length herein.

(2) Agreements, rights and reservations as recited in Deed recorded with Middlesex South District
Registry of Deeds in Book 62732, Page 282, and as shown on a plan recorded with said Registry
as Plan No. 492 of 2013.

(3) Easements in favor of adjoining units and in favor of the Common Elements for the continuance
of all encroachments of such adjoining units or Common Elements on the Unit, now existing
hereafter as a result of construction of the Building, or which may come into existence hereafter
as a result of settling or shifting of the Building, or as a result of repair or restoration of the Building
or of any adjoining unit or of the Common Elements after damage or destruction by fire or other
casualty, or after taking in condemnation or eminent domain proceedings, or by reason of an
alteration or repair to the Common Elements made by or with the consent of the Trustees.

(4) An easement in favor of the other units to use the pipes, wires, ducts, flues, conduits, cables,
public utility lines, and other Common Elements located in the Unit or elsewhere in the
Condominium and serving such other units.

(5) The provisions of this Unit Deed, the Master Deed, the Declaration of Trust, and the Plans, as
the same may be amended from time to time by instrument recorded with Middlesex South
District Registry of Deeds, which provisions, together with any amendments thereto, shall
constitute covenants running with the land and shall bind any person having at any time any
interest or estate in the Unit, his family, servants, and visitors, as though such provisions were
recited and stipulated and length herein.

(6) All easements, agreements, restrictions and conditions of record, insofar as the same are
now in force and applicable.

(7) The provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 183A, as amended.

The Unit is intended only for residential purposes and no other use may be made of the Unit.

For title. see Deed from Habitat for Humanity; Metrowest-Greater Worcester, Inc. dated June 8,
2017 and recorded with Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds herewith in Book 69476, Page 1.”

The description of the Premises contained in the Mortgage shall control in the event of a typographical
error in this publication.

The Premises, together with all improvements encumbered by the Mortgage, are to be sold and
conveyed subject to (i) all leases, tenancies, occupancies, mortgages, restrictions, covenants, orders
of conditions, easements, outstanding tax titles, municipal or other public taxes, assessments or liens,
federal and state tax liens, other liens or claims in the nature of liens and existing encumbrances
recorded prior to the Mortgage and/or otherwise having priority over the Mortgage, if there be any,
(if) the conditions, covenants, restrictions, easements, limitations, terms, lien rights and provisions
and charges as set forth in the Declaration of Trust of Stonebridge Road Condominium Trust dated
February 18, 2016 and recorded with the Registry in Book 66824, Page 94, as amended.

TERMS OF SALE: A non-refundable deposit of TEN THOUSAND ($10,000.00) DOLLARS is to be
paid by certified or bank cashier's check by the purchaser at the time and place of sale, the balance
to be paid by certified or bank cashier's check and deed to be taken by purchaser within thirty (30)
days of the sale at the offices of Seder & Chandler, LLP, 339 Main Street, Worcester, Massachusetts,
attorneys for the Mortgagee.

The Mortgagee reserves the right to postpone the sale to a later date by public proclamation on the
date and at the time and place appointed for the sale and to further postpone at any adjourned sale
date by public proclamation on the date and at the time and place appointed for the adjourned sale.

In the event of the failure or inability of the purchaser to perform and to purchase the Premises
in accordance herewith, the Mortgagee reserves the right (but is not obligated) to accept, subject
to the Memorandum of Sale, the second highest bid for the Premises, without further advertisement
and without further notice to other bidders or persons. In the event that the Mortgagee offers the
Premises to the second highest bidder and such person declines either to purchase the Premises at
the second highest bid price or to sign the Memorandum of Sale, then the Mortgagee may elect (but is
not obligated) to exercise the rights of the second highest bidder under this paragraph and to purchase
the Premises at the second highest bid price, without further advertisement and without further notice
to other bidders or persons.

Other terms to be announced at the time and place of sale.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
METROWEST/GREATER WORCESTER, INC.
Present holder of said Mortgage

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

Docket No. SU25P1495EA

Estate of
NOEL W. SOLOMONS
Also Known As:
NOEL WILLIS SOLOMONS

Date of Death: March 24, 2024

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal Representative
has been filed by Marc A. Elfman of Boston,
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that Marc A. Elfman
of Boston, MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have aright to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of August 13, 2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline
by which you must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to this proceed-
ing. If you fail to file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed by an affidavit
of objections within thirty (30) days of the
return day, action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration directly from
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 02, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq., Register of Probate
Run date: 07/11/2025
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by Sal Giarratani
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Well the Red Sox
are Finally Over .500

The Red Sox this past Tuesday
morning were still not looking
great but after 96 games, they
are 49 and 47. However, do not
get ready to purchase tickets
for the playoffs yet. Over 500
should never be a goal. I still
think Alex Cora needs to go,
but as long as he is liked by
his bosses he will stay put.
Meanwhile, the Yankees have
played even worse than Boston
as of late. They had such a big
lead in the AL East and just saw
it drift away like low tide.

The Blue Jays are look-
ing good at the moment, but
remember a moment in baseball
is like a New York minute. The
Mets struggle but still survive.
The All-Star game is coming
but it does not carry the same
weight as it once did when it
meant something.

Diego Sequi
Former Reliever from
1975 World Series
Passes Away
Diego Sequi, a pitcher who
appeared in the first game in
franchise history for the Seattle
Pilots and was the starter for
the Seattle Mariners in their
first game, has died at 87. Sequi
also pitched for the Red Sox in
their pennant winning 1975
season.
Sequi played for the Pilots
in their first ever game on
April 8, 1969 against the

LEGAL NOTICE

Jennifer L. Conrad, Esq.
SEDER & CHANDLER, LLP
339 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(774)243-9958

Attorneys for the Mortgagee

THE ZEKOS GROUP

P.O. Box 549

Shrewsbury, MA 01545
(508)842-9000
Auctioneer, License No. 104

Run dates: 07/04, 07/11, 07/18/2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

Docket No. SU25P1478EA

Estate of
THOMAS ANTHONY BARRASSO
Also Known As:
THOMAS A. BARRASSO

Date of Death: January 03, 2010

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Personal
Representative has been filed by Richard J.
Barrasso of Peabody, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that Richard J.
Barrasso of Peabody, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of said estate to
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have aright to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of August 13, 2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline
by which you must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to this proceed-
ing. If you fail to file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed by an affidavit
of objections within thirty (30) days of the
return day, action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration directly from
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: July 01, 2025

Stephanie L. Everett, Esq., Register of Probate
Run date: 07/11/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

Docket No. SU25P1518PM

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF
CONSERVATOR OR OTHER
PROTECTIVE ORDER PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, § 5-304 & § 5-405

In the matter of
CHARLES KENNEY
of Boston, MA

RESPONDENT
(Person to be Protected/Minor)

To the named Respondent and all other
interested persons, a petition has been filed
by North End Rehabilitation and Healthcaof,
in the above captioned matter alleging that
Charles Kenney is in need of a Conservator
or other protective order and requesting that
Rachael Stanton of Marion, MA (or some other
suitable person) be appointed as Conservator to
serve Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to determine that
the Respondent is disabled, that a protective
order or appointment of a Conservator is nec-
essary, and that the proposed conservator is
appropriate. The petition is on file with this court.

You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance at this
court on or before 10:00 A.M. on the return date
of August 13, 2025. This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date by which you have to
file the written appearance if you object to the
petition. If you fail to file the written appearance
by the return date, action may be taken in this
matter without further notice to you. In addition
to filing the written appearance, you or your
attorney must file a written affidavit stating the
specific facts and grounds of your objection
within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding may
limit or completely take away the above-
named person’s right to make decisions
about personal affairs or financial affairs
or both. The above-named person has the
right to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make
this request on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named person cannot
afford a lawyer, one may be appointed at
State expense.

Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 08, 2025

Stephanie L. Everett, Esq., Register of Probate
Run date: 07/11/2025

California Angels. He was again
the starter for the Mariners in
their opener on April 6, 1977
in the Kingdome also against
the Angels.

Sequi came to the Sox in late
1973. The next year he led the
Sox in saves with 10. In 1975,
he had six saves and in the
1975 World Series he pitched a
perfect inning against the Reds
and was released the following
spring. He eventually went on
to play in the Mexican League
until 1984 and was inducted
into the Hispanic Baseball Hall
of Fame.

In 2024, he was honored
with the Negro Leagues Beisbol
Lifetime Achievement Award.
His son David Sequi was a first
baseman and outfielder who
played in the majors for 15
seasons.

Phil and Cory’s Sportsworld

Kevin Millar from the 2004
World Series championship
season is making a rare public
appearance and will be coming
to Sportsworld up in Saugus on
August 16th. When I hear the
time, I will let you know or give
Sportsworld a call at 781-233-
7222. You should check out this
sports shop. It has everything
a real sports fan wants to see.

Back on July 1st, Mike Napoli
from the 2013 Red Sox World
Series champs was there and
the place was packed to the
gills.

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI25P3308EA

Estate of
IRENE PALOMBO
Also Known As:
IRENE L. PALOMBO

Date of Death: May 02, 2025

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Probate of Will
with Appointment of Personal Representa-
tive has been filed by Cynthia M. Arone of
Watertown, MA and John R. Palombo of
Ashland, MA requesting that the Court enter
a formal Decree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that John R.
Palombo of Ashland, MA and Cynthia M.
Arone of Watertown, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of said estate to
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have aright to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of July 30, 2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written
appearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely
written appearance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day, action may be
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM
PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration directly from
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 02, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 07/11/2025
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WITH BOBBY FRANKLIN

Forgotten Local Great

LOU BROUILLARD
Welterweight and Middleweight Champion

In Boston, boxing fans
extend the city borders when
including world champions.
Rocky Marciano, The Brockton
Blockbuster, and Marvelous
Marvin Hagler are natives of
Brockton, though Marvin was
originally from New Jersey.
However, when Boston cham-
pions are mentioned, their
names are always included.
Marvin had a number of fights
in Boston and defended the title
there twice, while Rocky never
had a professional fight in the
Hub of the Universe.

The true Bostonian Champion
was Tony DeMarco. He won the
title within walking distance of
his home. Tony loved the city
and the city loved him back
honoring him with a statue
at the gateway to his beloved
North End.

Lou hits the Heavy Bag

John L. Sullivan was known
as the Boston Strong Boy. He
was born and raised in Boston
and had some of his early fights
here. However, he never fought
while champion. None the less,
Bostonians takes great pride in
calling him their own.

Paul Pender from Brookline
fought numerous title fights in
Boston, winning the title in the
Boston Garden from Sugar Ray
Robinson. I believe he is one of
the underrated champions and
while remembered, he never
gained legendary the legendary
status of the others.

There is another world cham-
pion, two-time champ actu-
ally, who, though not born
here, made quite a name for
himself and by the standards
used would be called a Boston
Champion. That man was Lou
Brouillard.

Lou was born in Saint Eugene,
Quebec, Canada on May 23,
1911. When he was still a child
his family moved to Worcester,
Massachusetts. He stayed in
the Bay State and fought in
Boston numerous times where
he was a huge draw.

Lou fought from 1930 to
1940 compiling a record of 133

-
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Brouillard fighting out of
a crouch defeats Young
Corbett III

Lou Brouillard

total bouts with 100 victories
(57 by knockout), 31 losses,
and 2 draws. His record is a
who’s who of boxing greats
and includes Al Mello, Young
Jack Thompson, Baby Joe
Gans, Jackie Fields, Johnny
Indrisano, Jimmy McLarnin,
Andy Callahan, Ben Jeby, Vince
Dundee, Tony Shucco, Bob Olin,
Al Young Gainer, Young Corbett
III, Al McCoy, Marcel Thil, Fred
Apostoli, Teddy Yarosz, Tiger
Jack Fox, Gus Lesnevich, Anton
Christoforidis, Georgie Abrams,
Lloyd Marshall, and Mickey
Walker.

That is an incredible array of
great fighters and Lou fought
them all within a ten-year
period, while winning the World
Welterweight Title as well as
being widely recognized as
World Middleweight Title holder.

On July 6, 1933, Lou stepped
into the ring with former
Middleweight Champion Mickey
Walker before over 16,000 spec-
tators at the Boston Garden.
Walker outweighed Brouillard
by nine pounds and had a two-
inch height advantage over him,
yet Lou won a decisive decision
after ten rounds.

Ben Jeby (Left) and Lou during
pre-fight exam

Brouillard was very strong
physically and fought out of a
southpaw stance. Back then
most lefties were converted over
to right handers, but Lou’s case
was a bit different. He wasn’t
a natural southpaw. Early in
his career he injured some ribs
on the right side of his body.
He found after that he could
be more effective fighting as a
leftie.

On October 23, 1931, after
compiling a record of 61-7
he was given a shot at wel-
terweight champion Young
Jack Thompson. Over fifteen
rounds at the Boston Garden,
he dropped Thompson four
times and won a unanimous
decision to gain the title.

Unfortunately, three months
later he lost the title to Jackie
Fields by decision in Chicago.

Not long after on August 9,
1933 he gained recognition
as the World Middleweight
Champion from the New York
State Athletic Commission
when he decisioned Ben Jeby
at the Polo Grounds in New
York. Again, he would not reign
for long, long the belt to Vince
Dundee at the Boston Garden
on October 30, 1933.

Lou would get two more shots
at the Middleweight Crown,
with both being rotten deals
for him. He twice challenged
Champion Marcel Thil for the
title with the fights taking
place in Thil’s home country of
France. In both 1936 and 1937
in Paris, Brouillard looked to be
on his way to winning the cham-
pionship when Thil dropped
to the canvas claiming a low
blow. There is footage from one
of the fights and it looks pretty
contrived.

Lou (Left) taking on Marcel
Thil

While Lou would continue to
fight for another three years,
the fire in him was fading. He
was still able to give the best
fighters all they could handle,
but he was losing more than
he was winning at this point.
After dropping a close deci-
sion to Henry Chmielewski in
Worcester, MA, Lou Brouillard
hung up his gloves.

Itis incredible that in a career
that included 133 fights against
some of the greatest fighters of
all time, Lou was stopped on
only one occasion. That was
when he moved into the light
heavyweight division and took
on the murderous punching
Tiger Jack Fox at the Boston
Garden in 1938.

Vince Dundee takes the
Middleweight Title from Lou
at the Boston Garden

Lou Brouillard died at the age
of 73 on September 14, 1984 in
Taunton, MA. after a long battle
with Alzheimer’s disease. He is
buried in Halifax, MA.

When talking of great “Boston”
fighters, Lou’s name should
always be included. His record
speaks for itself.

HOOPS and HOCKEY in the HUB

by Richard Preiss

They called him Z, using
the last letter of the Roman
alphabet as a shortened form
of his first name, which when
one thought of it, was unusual
since he was first in the hearts
of so many Bruins fans using
the last to designate the first.

Furthermore, his entire name
was really a juxtaposition of the
classic Greek alphabet — alpha
to omega — because when you
wrote out his complete name
you started with the last let-
ter of the Roman alphabet but
concluded with the first — A.

Yes, that was only one of the
fascinating aspects of Zdeno
Chara, who played some 14
years for the Bruins and became
a fan favorite in the process,
all six foot nine of him as he
patrolled the ice as a Black and
Gold star defenseman.

It was during this time in the
first two decades of the 21st
century that the Bruins expe-
rienced somewhat of a return
to glory, reaching the Stanley
Cup Final on three different
occasions while bringing home
hockey’s most cherished chalice
for the first time since 1972 in
2011.

As the years wore on it often
seemed that he had been a part
of the Bruins forever, central
to the very fabric of the team.
That perhaps is how one could
describe Chara. Not only was
he a leader by the acknowledge-
ment of the players and in the
hard-to-please ranks of diehard
Bruins fans, he actually became
one looked up to throughout the
league. Serving as captain of the
Bruins for all of the 14 seasons
he was on Causeway Street
(2006-2020), he has gone on
to be recognized as one of his-
tory’s most outstanding players,
selected for induction into the
Hockey Hall of Fame in Toronto
this coming November 10.

During his time with the B’s
he had 481 points across 1,083
games.

After his time with the
Bruins, he signed on with
the Washington Capitals for
a season and then closed out
his career with the New York
Islanders during the 2021-2022
campaign.

Seeing him near his locker
space on numerous occasions,
as he surveyed the media mem-
bers in front of him from a
height that no one in NHL his-
tory could do, one wondered
how he would fare if another
winter sport had become his
activity of choice. The answer
is that yes, early on he appar-
ently did play some basketball
(several internet sites mention
that) but we could not find a
reference to any teams or games
or his age when this would have
taken place.

What is indisputable is that
he quickly shifted over to
hockey when he first started
skating, according to an article
published on the NBC Sports
Boston web site in 2013.

He gradually progressed
through various leagues
in Slovakia and the Czech
Republic and eventually took
his talents to Canada. He was

drafted in the third round (56th
overall in the 1996 NHL Draft)
by the New York Islanders and
later moved on to the Ottawa
Senators before signing with the
B’s in 2006.

It took five long years before
Chara’s competent hands held
the Cup on that June night in
Vancouver back in 2011, a life-
time quest completed but more
hockey yet to come.

We remember how, following
the team’s return from Canada,
Chara one day he rode his bicy-
cle over to the Garden from his
Charlestown residence to take
part in activities associated with
the triumph.

As an aside, somehow, we
could never imagine an NBA
player arriving at their home
arena for any reason in any-
thing other than a luxury car.
But we digress.

Two years later the B’s were
back in the Stanley Cup Final
playing Chicago and Chara was
the undisputed hero, playing in
games 5 and 6 with a broken
jaw that saw him participate
“with plates, wires and screws
holding his jaw together.”

The Bruins fell in six games,
the last at the Garden, but
never was Chara’s persona
greater than in that series, the
one arising from injuries that
gave rise to questions as to
whether he would continue to
compete.

Seeing him on the ice at the
Garden energized an entire
region.

It was a singular effort to
overcome personal adversity
that seemed to encompass in
one individual effort the city’s
attitude to press onward as
residents vowed to be Boston
Strong in the wake of the
Marathon bombing tragedy
that had taken place less than
two months earlier.

The B’s also made the Stanley
Cup Final in 2019 with the
Bruins falling to the St. Louis
Blues in seven games with
Chara becoming the oldest
defenseman in NHL history to
score a goal in the Finals (empty
net tally in game 4).

Zdeno Chara-Z to A instead of
from A to Z. Some 24 years of
doing it his way as he left indel-
ible marks that will always have
a prominent place in Bruins
history and in the narrative of
the National Hockey League as
a whole.

Since he last played in the
league, he has completed seven
full marathons in a 12-month
span during 2023-2024 and
has recently come back to the
Bruins in a “front office con-
sultant’s role,” according to a
January article in the Boston
Globe.

So, you may see Z again
around the Garden and yes, he
will answer to that last letter
in the Roman alphabet. But
don’t forget that final letter in
his full name — A. It stands
for admirable for the way he
competed for the Bruins over
14 seasons — a span that will
always be considered memo-
rable for his presence in a very
special way.
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