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News Briefs
by Sal Giarratani

By a 12-0 vote at last week’s 
Boston City Council meeting, 
the body passed a non-binding 
resolution for the second time. 
Only District 8 Councilor Sharon 
Durkan abstained, voting pres-
ent. Introduced by District 2 City 
Councilor Ed Flynn, the resolu-
tion calls on the Wu administra-
tion to establish a Blue Ribbon 
Commission to address down-
town office vacancies in light of 
a potential $2 billion shortfall 
over the next five years. The 
commission is to consist of busi-
ness leaders, city and state offi-
cials, neighborhood advocates 
and other experts “to study the 
impacts of the office vacancies 
and recommend strategies to 
fill these vacancies, address city 
budget revenue, and ensure the 
long-term economic vitality” of 
Boston.

Referring to a report released 
by the Boston Policy Institute 
and the Center for State Policy 

Boston City Council
Passes Resolution to Study 
Impacts of Office Vacancies

by Patti Sartori

Analysis at Tufts University that 
suggests office vacancies have 
the potential to leave the city 
with a $1.7 billion shortfall over 
the next five years, Flynn stated 
at the council meeting, “Vacancy 
rates impact the value of real 
estate, which in turn impacts 
the amount of property taxes the 
city collects.” Flynn also noted 
a report from Cushman and 
Wakefield real estate firm that 
shows the office vacancy rate in 
Boston is at 17%, up from 15.1% 
last year. The most recent report 
is hopeful the budget shortfall 
may only reach $1.4 billion.

Vacancy rates may also be 
affecting commercial real estate 
transactions as a number 
of downtown building have 
recently sold for much less than 
expected, including 101 Arch 
Street at $78 million compared 
to its previous sale price in 2005 

For born, bred, multi-gener-
ation North Enders De Filipppo 
Playground was, is and will for-
ever be known as “The Gassy.” 
But for those not in the know, 
the questions arise … Why is 
it called that and how did it 
get its name? Thanks to the 
Board members of Friends of 
DeFilippo Playground (FODP), 
including its founders Jason 
Aluia, Michael D’Elia and Al 
Skinner, newer residents and 
visitors will now understand the 
history of this site. 

Located on lower end of Prince 
Street, closer to Commercial 
Street and adjacent to the 
old Brinks Garage, is what Al 
Skinner referred to as “our 
Disneyland” while growing up  
in the North End in the 1950s. 
“All we needed was a pimple  
ball, stickball and half ball. 
A mother in every window 
to watch out for the young-
sters. Buck buck, tag, hide 
and go seek and don’t forget 
Louie Gaeta’s softball league. 
The concrete jungle is what 
it felt like. Then came the tar 
and hard top, trees, fences, 
swings, slides and benches to 
sit. The Gassy has come a long 
way but it will always be our 
Disneyland,” said Skinner at 
the recent mural dedication.

According to Robyn Reed, who 
worked tirelessly with the FODP 
to see this mural unveiling to 
fruition, “The project began with 

a vision from Al Skinner, who 
was inspired by his deep love for 
the playground and his genuine 
care for the space. One day he 
saw a photograph of the gas 
tank in the lobby of my building 
and felt strongly that it belonged 
in the Gassy. That moment 
sparked a collaboration between 
us that spanned six months. 
Together we realized the project 
needed not just the photograph, 
but also a historical marker to 
explain the origin of the space’s 
name. So few people knew the 
story, and we felt it was impor-
tant to share its history with the 
entire community.”

As the story goes, DeFilippo 
Playground is nicknamed “The 
Gassy” by North End residents 
because from approximately 
1908 to 1928 an enormous nat-
ural gas tank, owned by Boston 
Consolidated Gas Company, 
sat on the site, filling the entire 
space of this now vibrant play-
ground and towering almost 
110 feet tall. For context, that 
is also the height of the Old 
North Church steeple. After 
the nearby molasses flood tank 
rupture on Commercial Street 
in 1919, the community became 

Gassy Mural Unveiled
AT DEFILIPPO PLAYGROUND

(L-R): Jason Aluia, District 1 City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta Zapata, Al Skinner, Robyn Reed, Deputy 
Director of The Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood 
Services Ciara D’Amico, Michael D’Elia and State 
Representative Aaron Michlewitz

In a very bold comparison 
and characterization, Senate 
President Karen Spilka com-
pared President Trump’s target 
of illegal immigrants to Adolf 
Hitler’s actions in Europe prior 
to the holocaust. The Federal 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) arrested over 
1,400 individuals last month as 
part of an operation focusing 
on people who have entered the 
country illegally.

Spilka said ICE agents are “kid-
napping people. This reminds 
me of the 1930s in Europe, 
when Hitler’s rise, and I hate 
to make this comparison, but 
rise to power, when people were 
being arrested without warrants. 
We have a constitution. We are 
a country based on the rule of 
law.” In a recent social media 
post, The U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security called the 
comparison “sickening.”

If the Senate President truly 
feels this way, then she should 
be supporting Trump and the 
actions of ICE as they are fol-
lowing the law of the United 

Massachusetts Senate President Karen Spilka 
Takes Issue with President Trump and ICE

by Patti Sartori
States by arresting those who 
enter without permission. Plain 
and simple, it is a federal crime 
under U.S. immigration law, 
specifically, 8 U.S.C. §1325, 
making it a crime to enter or 
attempt to enter the U.S. at any 
time or place other than as des-
ignated by immigration officials, 
or to elude inspection.

It would be hard to imagine 
the Senate President turning a 
blind eye to someone entering 
her home and moving in without 
permission, so why pushback on 
individuals sneaking across our 
borders and settling in to stay. 
Although Spilka opposes the 
behavior by ICE, she did concede 
that action on key immigration 
policies are unlikely to occur 
this year, including the state’s 
sanctuary status allowing pro-
tections to undocumented immi-
grants who are wanted by ICE 
for civil deportation proceedings.

In a statement to the Boston 
Herald, Spilka stated “I do not 
believe that local law enforce-
ment should be assisting ICE. I 
think right now, that is what is 

happening in Massachusetts. 
Local law enforcement is clear 
that they do not assist ICE 
unless there is a criminal war-
rant. Most of the people ICE 
agents have arrested are not 
criminals.”

Acting ICE Director Todd Lyons 
said the agency has arrested or 
assisted in the detainment of 
over 1,400 people last month 
who were accused of living in 
the country illegally, including 
790 he said were charged or 
convicted of crimes in the United 
States. Spilka challenged ICE’s 
actions in Massachusetts, stat-
ing “They are literally in masks 
kidnapping people because 
there’s no warrant. Sometimes 
they are taking them out of state, 
and we don’t even know where 
they go, or they’re taking them to 
El Salvador or someplace. This 
is not what America stands for.”

Funny, I thought America 
stood for the rule of law under 
our constitution, which to most 
people, is exactly what President 
Trump’s policy and the actions 
of ICE are carrying out.

(Continued on Page 8)
DOGE Did Expose

Plenty Waste by Democrats
Thanks to DOGE “we not only know the Democrats 

couldn’t care less about waste, they revel in it,” said 
the Washington Times’ Rowan Scarborough. Election-
denier Stacey Abrams’ organization was set to receive 
“$2 billion for people to buy electric stoves,” and the 
feds “awarded $3.7 billion climate change grants” and 
were “handing out millions to a loyal Democrat Party 
support class: LGBTQ+ movement.” Above all, USAID 
became a “money-laden office to siphon off taxpayer 
funds for Democrats;” “$2 billion on transgender sur-
geries and hormone therapy,” “millions to Ukrainian 
social media influencers” Elon “Musk is gone but 
DOGE lives on.”

Pennyworth of Truth?
A recent Boston Herald comic showed a large penny 

facing the regular comic character from the stripe. Abe 
Lincoln looking right says “The government will stop 
making cents. The cartoon guy responds back, “That 
happened years ago.”

Addressing Father Crisis
Two Republicans unveiled a resolution last week in 

time for Father’s Day aimed at drawing attention to 
the millions of kids growing up fatherless, Reps. Byron 
Donalds, R-Florida, and Burgess Owens, R-Utah, 
introduced HR 487 and urging House members to back 
solutions encouraging fatherhood.

“A father’s impact is truly incalculable,” Donalds, 
who is running for governor, said in a statement. “It is 
fundamental for growth and development throughout 
a child’s life.”

End Quote
“Can we see the list?
Back-story: A preacher told his congregants there 

were 700 different sins. Two churchgoers stopped him 
after the service ended enquired, “Can we see the list? 
We want to make sure we aren’t missing anything.”
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MITHRAS

Mithras was the Persian 
counterpart to the Greek god 
Helios and the Roman god 
Sol. He was the Persian deity 
of light, earthly wisdom, chief 
of the good spirits, and ruler 
who conquered all the demons 
of darkness. After the death of 
Alexander the Great, the wor-
ship of Mithras was mixed with 
customs that were common 
in Western Asia, and then it 
extended to all Oriental king-
doms. Mithras is credited with 
killing the divine bull, from 
whose body sprang all of the 
plants and animals that are 
beneficial to man. The Greeks 
of Asia Minor identified Mithras 
with Helios and thereby con-
tributed to the spread of his 
worship.

The adoration of this Persian 
deity was introduced into Rome 
about 70 B.C. by Sicilian pirates 
who were at that time masters 
of the Mediterranean, and dur-
ing the early Empire, it spread 
rapidly throughout all of the 
provinces. His worship was 
favored by the Roman soldiers 
and remained nationally popu-
lar until the end of the fourth 
century.

Striking parallels have been 
noted between Mithraism and 
Christianity, especially in 
humility, brotherly love, com-
munion, the use of holy water, 
the adoptions of Sundays and 
December 25th as holy days, 
belief in the immortality of the 
soul, the Last Judgment and 
the Resurrection.

Mithras is believed to have 
been born from the rocks, and 
therefore he is worshipped in 
caves, such as have existed in 

all parts of the Roman Empire. 
The use of a cave signifies the 
world into which the soul must 
enter in order to be purified by 
many trials before leaving it. 
Those who were initiated into 
the mysteries of Mithras were 
required to undergo a lengthy 
series of increasingly difficult 
tests. A display of a fear-less 
and unconquerable spirit was 
required to be maintained in 
the face of fire, water, hunger, 
thirst, scouring, and solitude 
and all of this was only prepara-
tory to the real initiation, which 
is said to have been terrifying.

Mithras is often represented 
as a young invincible hero, 
stabbing a bull or standing 
upon a bull that he has just 
thrown to the ground. The 
sacrifice of a bull and the puri-
fication of his worshippers with 
bull’s blood formed a part of the 
rites of Mithras.

This ancient Roman cere-
mony was called “Taurobolium” 
— Tauro meaning bull, and 
bolium meaning to throw (no 
pun intended). In this ritual, 
a bull was sacrificed while 
standing on a high wooden plat-
form. The blood of the bull was 
caused to flow down through 
the cracks in the floor to shower 
old Romans who were standing 
below. The philosophy regard-
ing the ceremony is noted in the 
Latin expression “Taurobolio in 
aeternum renatus.” This trans-
lates into “Those who have been 
anointed with this blood will 
enjoy renewed sexual vitality 
and the stamina of a bull for 
the rest of their lives.”

NEXT WEEK:
Luna and Aurora

A depiction of Mithras with Persian dress slaying the sacred 
bull at the Vatican Museum in Rome. 

Nostra
Stirpe by Prof. Edmund Turiello

A weekly column highlighting some
of the more interesting aspects of our
ancestry...our lineage...our roots.
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“Congratulations Sergeant 
Frank Ciampa, formerly Boston 
Police Department District 1 
Community Service Officer 
Frank Ciampa,” announced 
NEWRA President Cheryl 
DelGreco at the monthly meet-
ing last week. While the entire 
neighborhood is sad to lose him, 
this is a wonderful news and 
we wish him all the best in his 
new role. Couple of updates: 
A meeting regarding the con-
struction time line of the newly 
proposed Community Center 
is scheduled for June 26th,  
6:30 p.m. at the Nazzaro Center, 
30 North Bennet Street. The 
Mayor’s Coffee Hour has been 
rescheduled for Friday, June 27, 
10:00 a.m. - noon at Langone 
Park on Commercial Street.

The Boston Police Department 
update noted two incidents, the 
first was an attempted assault 
on Margaret Street when a 
young woman was followed 
home from work and the other 
was a robbery from a home on 
Fleet Street. On each occasion 
the outer doors were unlocked. 
BPD stressed the need for the 
outer doors on every building 
must remain locked at all times.

There are six feasts sched-
uled this summer: St. Joseph, 
A g r i p p i n a ,  D e l l a  C a v a , 
Fisherman, St. Anthony and 
San Gennaro. Feasts will be 
open to everyone up till 3:00 or 
4:00 p.m. and no one under 21, 
unless accompanied by a par-
ent between 4:00-11:00 p.m. All 
feasts will hire private security; 
the larger feasts will each have 
at least sixteen police officers 
patrolling while the smaller 
feats will have approximately 8 
officers. BPD made is clear they 
will take whatever steps neces-
sary to maintain control.

The owners of 93 Charter 
Street, at the corner of Unity 
Street, requested community 
support on their petition to add 
a roof railing, with stairs leading 
to and from the top of the head 
house on an existing roof deck. 
The owners son maintained it 
is strictly for safety purposes 
and guarantees the railing 
would match the surrounding 
aesthetics. Cecily and Paul 
Foster, residents for the past 
24 years, said their unit looks 
onto the roof deck, and claim 
the proposed ladder would be 
very intrusive and should not be 
allowed. NEWRA member Dave 
Kubrick believes the proposal 
would quite distracting to the 
phenomenal view of Copps Hill 
Burial Ground. The association 
voted 15-1 against the proposal.

Michael Dello Russo provided 
a construction update on the 
project located at 149 Salem 
Street, corner of Prince and 
Salem streets. Progress has 
been stopped numerous times 
which has set the completion 
timeline back from Fall of 2026 
to possibly Spring 2027. The 
permits for street closures are 
in hand. Currently he is work-
ing on the lateral lines, cutting 
the pipe lines that lead into the 
sewer system prior to pouring 
the foundation, which is vital 
to the project. Need to get the 
foundation up and out of the 
ground.

Peter Alfe and Robert Regnetta 
have withdrawn their applica-
tion to open a 14-room boutique 
hotel at 97 Salem Street and 
instead are proposing six resi-
dential units and commercial 
space on the ground floor. This 
will trigger a refiling with the 
city. While it’s too early for a 
formal vote by NEWRA on the 

proposed project, there was 
some concern over the depth 
of the building toward Hanover 
Street, the blocking of air and 
light of units on Parmenter 
Street, the height of the head 
house and the possible obstruc-
tion of views up Salem Street 
due to bump outs.

The final speaker of the eve-
ning was State Representative 
Aaron Michlewitz, Chair of 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee. The House and 
Senate are currently working 
out this year’s $62 billion dol-
lar state budget and will hope-
fully have it complete by July 
1st. It may look very different 
this year due to the uncer-
tainty of Federal funding, with 
a possible $1.75 billion Federal 
cut to Medicaid. Fortunately 
Massachusetts enjoys an $8 bil-
lion rainy day fund, but would 
prefer not to tap into it.

There is a Liquor Reform Bill 
pending which would allow any 
establishment currently hold-
ing a beer/wine/cordial license 
to voluntarily turn it in and 
upgrade to an all-alcohol liquor 
license, that would not be trans-
ferable. There was also discus-
sion on the Nazzaro Center once 
the new community center is 
built. Representative Michlewitz 
explained there will be a public 
process and noted it will become 
a leased public building but 
remain city owned. It must be 
a public entity whose purpose 
is to serve the community and 
hopefully it will maintain a 
senior piece in some manner.

There are no NEWRA meet-
ings scheduled for July or 
August. See everyone at the next 
meeting on September 11th.

Have a safe and enjoyable 
Summer!

NORTH END WATERFRONT RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
(NEWRA) MONTHLY MEETING

People from all across the 
United States descended upon 
Washington D.C. last week in 
recognition and celebration 
of the Army’s 250th birthday, 
Flag Day and even President 
Trump’s birthday. While some 
attendees were fairly local, oth-
ers drove hundreds of miles to 
witness the event. “For me this 
is a sense of patriotism, and 
there is no better time to be in 
D.C. than to support our mili-
tary” an attendee who traveled 
from Florida to be part of the 
parade stated.

President Trump delivered 
remarks during the historic 
military parade, stating “Every 
other country celebrates their 
victories. It’s about time America 
did too — that’s what we’re 
doing tonight as we celebrate.
We also think of the hundreds of 
thousands of Army soldiers who 
have made the supreme sacri-
fice for our nation and selflessly 
laid down their lives in every 
war, from the Revolutionary 
War to the War on Terror, to 
the Gold Star Families with us 
today.”

Thousands of Americans, of 
all ages, including veterans, 
arrived in D.C. swathed in 
patriotic hats and apparel as 
live music blared prior to the 
kick off. The parade stretched 
down Constitution Avenue, 
near the Lincoln Memorial and 

finished near the Washington 
Monument. The purpose of the 
parade was to honor the 250th 
anniversary of the U.S. Army, 
which was established one 
year before the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence, 
and coincided with Flag Day 
and President Trump’s 79th 
birthday. The fireworks grand 
finale and Lee Greenwood’s 
rendition of “I am Proud to be 
an American” topped off the 
historic event.

The patriotic evening was one 
portion of Trump’s “Task Force 
250,” established in January of 
this year by an executive order 
and coordinates plans celebrat-
ing the 250th anniversary of 

American independence on July 
4, 2026. The parade included 
the Army’s Golden Knights 
Parachute Team, WWII Jeeps, 
and Vietnam War-era-tanks. 
Approximately 6,600 soldiers 
were scheduled to participate 
in the parade, along with 150 
Army vehicles, a fly-over and a 
parachute jump.

“We love our military and 
take great pride in honoring 
our warfighters. In celebration 
of 250 years of the U.S. Army, 
we are throwing the biggest and 
most beautiful military parade 
in our nation’s history,” Defense 
Secretary Pete Hegseth stated 
prior to the beginning of the 
parade.

Military Parade in Washington DC
Celebrates Patriotism

by Patti Sartori
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Joseph “Joe” Angelo Ligotti Jr.
Joseph “Joe” Angelo Ligotti Jr., 

affectionately known to many 
as The Guy from Boston, passed 
away peacefully on June 11, 
2025, at the age of 59.

Born on August 5, 1965, Joe 
was the beloved son of the late 
Joseph Ligotti Sr. and the late 
Joan Vilasi (Giralamo). He is 
also lovingly remembered by 
his father’s surviving spouse, 
Marie Ligotti.

Joe was the devoted husband 
of Paula (Hurley) Ligotti and 
the proud father of Anthony 
J. Ligotti and Francesca Ligotti, 
who were the lights of his life. 
He was a cherished brother to Jesse Bent and his 
wife Doreen, Renee Ligotti, and Angelo J. Ligotti 
and his wife Lucia. He is also survived by many 
loving nieces, nephews, extended family, and 
countless friends who were touched by his humor, 
generosity, and heart.

A long-time and dedicated employee of 
Massport, Joe was perhaps best known for 
his booming voice, magnetic personality, and 
unforgettable presence in the world of talk radio 
and online media. He co-hosted The Joe and  
Huggie Show on WTTK 96.9, made notable 
appearances on Fox & Friends and The Tonight 

Show, and later hosted The 
Answer with Joe Ligotti on 
WMEX. Long before social media 
influencers became common, 
Joe went viral “before going 
viral was a thing,” capturing 
national attention with his bold 
opinions and unmistakable 
Boston charm. 

Behind the booming voice 
and passionate rants, Joe 
had an unmatched gift for 
connection. He had the rare 
ability to make strangers feel 
like friends and always aimed to 
leave others smiling. Whether 
on the airwaves, on TV, or in 

person, Joe lived to entertain, uplift, and speak 
from the heart.

Joe Ligotti Jr. was larger than life in every way, 
and his legacy of laughter, loyalty, and love will live 
on through all who had the privilege to know him.

A celebration of Joe’s life was held on Monday, 
June 16th, at Ruggiero Family Memorial Home in 
East Boston.

Memorial  donations may be made to  
North East Educational and Developmental 
Support Center, 1390 Main Street, Tewksbury, 
Massachusetts 01876 or online at https://
givebutter.com/hKPdaT.

Patricia Anne Thiboutot, 84,  
of Boston, wife of the late Armand  
J. Thiboutot, Jr., passed away 
suddenly and peacefully at her 
home on May 29th, Boston, 
MA. She leaves behind her 
daughter Anna Thiboutot Welch 
and husband Matthew Welch of 
Pownal, Maine, and daughter 
Michele Thiboutot Morgan and 
husband Guy Nicholas Morgan 
of Chatou, France, and her three 
grandchildren, Sebastian, Gabriella and Sienna 
Morgan. She was a loving “Aunt Patricia” to 
many nieces and nephews and their children.

She was a devoted sister to her departed 
siblings, Frances, Rose Mary, Alice, Frank, 
John, Salvatore, Louis and Robert.

Patricia was born on March 30, 1941 
to Fortunatina (Catanzano) and Pasquale 
DeSimone, who emigrated to Somerville, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  f r o m  G a e t a ,  I t a l y.  
The family later moved to Lexington, where 
Patricia grew up. 

Patricia was a devoted wife, mother and 
grandmother. She settled in Wayland, 

Massachusetts with her late 
husband, Armand “Tip” Thiboutot, 
where their family home became 
a place for family and friends 
to congregate and spend many 
wonderful holidays together.  
The youngest of nine siblings, 
family was always very important 
to Patricia — she loved nothing 
more than being surrounded by  
her family. Later on, Patricia and 
Tip moved to Boston’s North 

End and fully integrated into the close-knit 
community. 

Patricia will be remembered by all for her 
warmth, her generosity, and her love of family 
and friends. 

A Celebration of Life Service will be held  
on Saturday, June 28th from 2:00 p.m., to  
3:00 p.m., in the J.S. Waterman-Langone 
Chapel, 580 Commercial Street, Boston, 
Massachusetts.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in 
Patricia’s memory to the Christopher Columbus 
Waterfront Park, P.O. Box 130285, Boston, 
MA 02113

Patricia A. Thiboutot
March 30, 1941 – May 29, 2025

Mario DiMeo, a beloved 
husband, father, brother, and 
grandfather, passed away 
peacefully on May 22, 2025, 
at the age of 89.

Born on March 30, 1936, 
in the town of Bugnara, Italy, 
Mario’s journey took him 
across the ocean to Boston, 
MA, where he built a life filled 
with love and integrity.

He is survived by his devoted 
wife of 57 years, Rosa DiMeo, 
son, Stefano DiMeo, son and 
daughter-in-law, Massimo and 
Marcie DiMeo, and grandson, 
Alessandro DiMeo. Mario is also survived by his 
sister, Agata Centofanti.

Mario was a man of kindness, honesty, and 
warmth. His gentle nature and loving spirit 

touched everyone he met, 
leaving a lasting impression on 
family, friends, and neighbors 
alike.

Mario’s memory will forever 
remain in the hearts of those 
who had the privilege of 
knowing him. His legacy 
of love and integrity will 
continue to inspire and guide 
his family for generations to 
come.

Family and friends were 
invited to join in remembering 
a man whose l i fe was a 
testament to love, kindness, 

and unwavering faith for a funeral service to 
honor and celebrate Mario’s life at St. Leonard 
Church, Hanover Street, Boston, MA on 
Wednesday, May 28, 2025, followed by a Mass.

Mario Francesco DiMeo

Rita A. (Petrillo) Buonopane, 
of East Boston, passed away 
peacefully on June 14, 2025, 
at the age of 88. 

Born on June 21, 1936, to 
the late Pasquale and Vincenza 
(DeLuca) Petrillo, Rita’s life 
was a testament to the power 
of gentle compassion and 
unwavering family devotion. 
Rita was the cherished wife of 
the late Michael J. Buonopane, 
with whom she shared a 
lifetime of memories and a 

deep, enduring love. Together, they raised a beautiful family, 
instilling in their children the values of love and kindness 
that Rita held so dear. 

She was a loving mother to David Buonopane and his late 
wife Mena of Peabody, Nancy Sanders and her husband 
Brian of East Boston, Rita Giangregorio and her husband 
Angelo of Revere, and was predeceased by her son Angelo 
Buonopane, whose wife Marie of Saugus remains a treasured 
part of the family. 

A sister of unwavering support and affection, Rita is 
survived by Pasqualina “Patty” Petrillo of East Boston and 
was predeceased by her siblings Julia Theriault, Lucy 
Montalto, and Pasquale “Pat” Petrillo. 

Rita’s legacy continues through her seven grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren, who will carry forward her 
gentle spirit and loving heart. Each family gathering was 
brightened by her presence, and her guidance was a gentle 
force that shaped the lives of those she loved.

Family and friends will honor Rita’s life by gathering at 
the Ruggiero Family Memorial Home, 971 Saratoga Street, 
East Boston, on Friday, June 20th from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., 
before leaving in procession to St. Joseph - St. Lazarus 
Church, East Boston, for a funeral Mass celebrating her life at 
11:00 a.m. Services will conclude with Rita being laid to rest 
at Holy Cross Cemetery, Malden. 

In accordance with the family’s wishes, please omit flowers. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the 
National Scleroderma Foundation, P.O. Box 411533, Boston, 
MA 02241-1533.

Rita A. (Petrillo) Buonopane
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L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore
Mysterious Midsummer: A Solstice of Magic

by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz THINKING
by Sal Giarratani

OUT LOUD

Remembering the
Vendome Fire on 53rd Anniversary

Nobile Insurance
MICHAEL F. NOBILE, CPCU 

Email: MNobile@NobileInsurance.com

ALBANO F. PONTE, CEP
Financial and Estate Planning

Email: AFPonte@msn.com
Phone: 617-320-0022

MEDFORD
39 Salem St., Medford, MA 02155

781-395-4200

FAX: 781-391-8493

BOSTON
30 Prince St., Boston, MA 02113

617-523-6766

FAX: 617-523-0078

What is it about summer 
nights that make me think of 
magic, moonbeams, and fire-
flies and fairies flitting about a 
darkened forest? Perhaps the 
answer lies in the velvety hue 
of the evening sky, offset by the 
delicate diamond-like stars that 
peek out from the late sunset. 
Or perhaps the answer resides 
in the comforting sound of 
crickets and cicadas humming 
their melody from deep within 
bushes and trees. It could also 
be that people tend to congre-
gate outside during the warm 
summer twilight, illuminating 
the atmosphere with candles 
and lanterns from barbecues 
and alfresco dinners. I always 
find that the most magical of 
these nights occurs around 
the summer solstice, the lon-
gest day and shortest night of 
the year. In olden times, the 
summer solstice was known as 
midsummer, which can confuse 
those of us who view the solstice 
as the beginning of summer 
rather than the middle. Ancient 
Europeans used agricultural 
rather than purely astronomi-
cal methods of gauging the 
seasons, and so the solstice 
was considered the height of 
summer rather than its com-
mencement. As Christianity 
spread across the continent, 
Midsummer festivities became 
absorbed into the feast day of 
St. John the Baptist, creating 
an indelible mix of traditions. 
The result is one of my favorite 
holidays, a festival that embod-
ies the magic and boldness of 
summer. 

Europeans in older times 
began the summer on May 1st, 
or May Day, the holiday that 
marked the time to let live-
stock out to graze in pastures. 
Summer ended on Lammas, 
which fell on August 1st, the 
festival of the grain harvest and 
the first fruits of the autumn. 

As a result, the summer sol-
stice marked the midpoint of 
the season and as such was 
called Midsummer. In Europe, 
Midsummer heralded not only 
the longest day of the year, but 
also the period after which the 
daylight hours would slowly 
shorten. For this reason, I 
like viewing the solstice as the 
middle rather than the begin-
ning of summer as well — it 
makes little sense to celebrate 
the start of summer when the 
sun begins to diminish in the 
sky! Midsummer customs later 
attached themselves to June 
24th, St. John the Baptist’s 
Day, the feast commemorating 
the birthday of the important 
Biblical figure six months before 
Christmas. In Italy, St. John’s 
Day customs symbolize both 
the decline of the sun after the 
solstice and the sense of magic 
which pervades the evening.  
All over the Italian countryside, 
gli fuochi di San Giovanni, or  
St. John’s bonfires, blaze from 
the hilltops on the eve of the 
saint’s festival. These fires both 
mimic the power of summer 
sun while also symbolically 
imploring the sun to stay lon-
ger in the sky. Young Italians 
may also spend the evening 
gathering herbs, which are sup-
posedly imbued with mystical 
properties on this unusual and 
magical night. According to old 
superstitions, these herbs work 
especially well for romantic 
divination, and people slip them 
under their pillows to dream of 
their future spouse. 

Across Europe,  s imi lar 
Midsummer and St. John the 
Baptist’s Day traditions uti-
lize the seasonal staples of 
water, fire and greenery. In 
Scandinavia, Midsummer is 
one of the most significant 
holidays of the year, on par 
with Easter and Christmas. 
Sporting wreaths of flowers on 

their heads, Scandinavians cel-
ebrate this holiday by dancing 
around Maypoles bedecked with 
greenery, building bonfires near 
lakes and rivers, and sitting 
down to feasts featuring sum-
mer ingredients like strawber-
ries and potatoes. Meanwhile, 
girls in Ukraine and other 
places in Eastern Europe float 
flower garlands down rivers and 
attempt to foretell the future by 
interpreting the movement of 
the garlands. People in Spain 
and Portugal celebrate the Feast 
of St. John the Baptist with 
outdoor carnivals, bonfires, 
street fairs, and the exchange of 
potted herbs. Italians, of course, 
never pass up an opportunity 
for a festival and party accord-
ingly on St. John the Baptist’s 
Day, especially in cities of 
Florence and Turin, where he 
is the patron saint and outdoor 
fairs and fireworks displays 
mark the occasion. Out in the 
countryside, people may enjoy 
St. John’s apples, or le mele di 
San Giovanni. A favorite of my 
father, these are small green 
apples so named because they 
ripen extremely early, just 
around the time of the solstice. 
No matter where one goes in 
Europe, charming Midsummer 
revelries emphasize the impor-
tance of the summer sun and 
the blessings of the season. 
The United States even boasts 
its own festivals full of outdoor 
excursions, fireworks and water 
— the Fourth of July, of course! 

Above all, Midsummer is a 
holiday tinged with bittersweet 
nostalgia. While it honors the 
height of the sun’s power and 
the carefree days of summer, it 
also recognizes that the hours 
of sunlight will slowly start 
to diminish once this date is 
past. It is a poignant reminder 
that nothing lasts forever. Yet, 
Midsummer is celebrated with 
joy, not sadness. Its celebra-
tions encourage people to enjoy 
the longest day of the year 
by living life in the present 
moment. We know that the year 
is a cycle, and that we should 
appreciate each season for 
what it offers. The darkness of 
autumn and winter reveals cel-
ebrations of the Earth’s bounty 
and communal feasts where 
families gather together in joy 
and goodwill against the cold. 
And yes, the sun will be once 
more reborn in a bright blaze 
of glory on the winter solstice, 
immortalized in light-themed 
holidays like Hanukkah and 
Christmas and New Year’s Eve. 
This summer solstice, live in 
the moment and enjoy all that 
summer has to provide on the 
longest day of the year — and 
let’s make a vow to carry that 
sunshine, optimism and won-
drous magic within us for the 
rest of the year.

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz 
is a high school history teacher. 
She appreciates any comments 
and suggestions about Italian 
ho l idays and fo lk lore  a t 
adicenso89@gmail.com.

Back in 1972, I graduated from Boston State College. I was 24 
years old, and the world was awaiting my presence or, at least I 
hoped so. About a week or so later, Boston experienced a tragedy 
of epic proportions.

On Saturday, June 17, 1972, a fire broke out in a shuttered lodg-
ing site, the old Vendome Hotel on Commonwealth Avenue in mid 
to late afternoon. After several hours of battling the blaze, it looked 
like the fire was over. Most of the apparatus started leaving to return 
to their houses. A small crew remained on site doing the clean-up 
work that follows a large fire like this and remaining firefighters 
were inside the building, and then the loud noise began and the 
building structure started crumbling and collapsed. Firefighters 
started scrambling out of the building but when the smoke cleared, 
nine firefighters did not make it out. As firefighters from all over 
the city scrambled back, things switched from fighting flames to 
finding firefighters buried alive under the ruins of this old hotel.

I knew a few of the firefighters who perished. Every so often, I 
stop by the Hotel Vendome Fire Memorial inside the Commonwealth 
Mall to remember those heroes who never went home that night.

Remember, the fire was out, no more flames and then in a split 
second it turned into an epic tragedy. When it comes to fighting 
fires, nothing is ever routine and in one second the whole world 
changed for the Boston Fire Department; many firefighters and 
families could never be the same again.

I remember several days later when a Funeral Mass was held at 
the Cathedral for all nine hero firefighters. I watched the endless 
procession of hearses and funeral cars taking all of them to the final 
resting places. They had all answered their final call.

I also remember going to the Bunker Hill Day Parade on Sunday, 
June 18th and no one seemed in a celebratory mood. The pain of 
the previous 24 hours was still very much alive and in the minds 
of folks trying unsuccessfully to make a smile.

The agony and pain felt by so many around me of what had 
transpired when God decided to take home nine of Boston’s best 
firefighters. They had done their job, run the race and finished the 
course as St. Paul says. We will mourn them and remember too 
that they laid down their lives for all of us. We must always keep the 
faith and always do the best we can for ourselves and all we love. 

Always remember the heroes of the Vendome Fire. Never forget 
what they did for all of us. Their lives meant something.
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Bricco
Boutique ItalianCuisine

241 Hanover St. • 617.248.6800

Maré
Seafood & Oyster Bar

135 Richmond St. • 617.723.MARE

Quattro
Grill, Rosticceria & Pizzeria
266 Hanover St. 617.720.0444

AquaPazza
Oyster Bar & Italian Kitchen

135 Richmond St. • 857-350-3105

Trattoria Il Panino
Boston’s 1st Original Trattoria
11 Parmenter St. • 617.720.1336

Assaggio
Positano Cuisine Restaurant • Lounge

29 Prince St. Boston • 617-865-1265

Umbria
Steakhouse & mia Roof Deck
250 Hanover St. • 617-868-1265 

Dolce
Italian Cafe with 33 Flavors of Tiramisu

272 Hanover St.

umbria
Italian steakhouse

& mia
              ROOF DECK

Thouret was born in Sancey, 
France, on November 27, 1765, 
she was the fifth child of a poor 
and “deeply Christian family.” 
She was baptized the day she 
was born. As a young girl, she 
felt a strong attraction to the 
stricter religious life and at the 
same time to the service of the 
poor. Her mother passed away 
when she was sixteen years old; 
she cared for her family and 
siblings.

When she was 22, against the 
wishes of her family who wanted 
her to marry, Thouret entered 
the Daughters of Charity of 
Saint Vincent de Paul to serve 
the poor and work in hospitals, 
first in Langres and then in 
Paris. While a postulant, she had 
what she described as her first 
“encounter” with St. Vincent 
de Paul, establishing what she 
considered the close father-
daughter relationship with him 
that lasted her whole life.

On August 15, 1797, Thouret 
founded a school for poor girls 
in Besançon and on April 11, 
1799, founded the Sisters of 
Charity and with two young 
women, founded a soup kitchen 
for the poor and a free school for 
girls, also in Besançon. During 
the French Revolution, when 
religious communities were sup-
pressed and many priests and 
religious were killed, she was 

Saint Joan Antide Thouret
by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari 

ordered to return to her family’s 
home, but she refused and was 
badly beaten when she tried to 
escape the authorities. Thouret 
returned to Sancey in 1797, 
where she founded a small 
school for girls and worked with 
the sick until she had to flee to 
Switzerland, Germany, and then 
back to Switzerland in 1799, 
where she opened a school, hos-
pital, and a congregation called 
the Institute of the Daughters 
of St. Vincent de Paul, which 
eventually expanded into France 
and Italy.

From May to September 1802, 
Thouret revised a Rule of Life for 
her community. Accompanied 
by several sisters “attracted by 
her ideal of life,” she opened 

new schools and hospitals 
for the poor. On September 
23, 1802, she began working 
with prisoners in Bellevaux, 
teaching, providing them with 
food, and organizing the pris-
oners’ “work permitting them 
to receive a salary.” In 1807, 
her community was officially 
named the “Sisters of Charity 
of Besançon.” On May 8, 1810, 
she and some sisters trav-
elled to Savoy, Thonon, and a 
little later, with eight sisters, 
to Naples, where she cared for 
“Incurables” at a hospital. 

Thouret also opened a school 
and a pharmacy at a convent 
they were given. Pope Pius VII 
approved their community, 
which he named “Sisters of 
Charity under the protection of 
St. Vincent de Paul,” on July 23, 
1819. As of 2020, there were 
4,000 sisters, spread over 27 
countries, in the Sisters of 
Charity community, who pro-
vide a large variety of services 
for the poor. Community life, 
the Eucharist and the Paschal 
Mystery are today, as they were 
for Thouret, the key elements of 
their life.”

Thouret passed away of natural 
causes in Naples on August 24, 
1826. She was canonized on 
January 14, 1934 by Pope Pius XI. 
The Feast Day of Saint Joan 
Antide Thouret is May 23rd.

On Saturday  morn ing , 
June 14, 2025, Flag Day, the 
Weymouth Air Base celebrated 
the opening of its Shea Naval 
Aviation Museum. Aircrewman 
Frattasio and his wife, Faith, 
had been working for months to 
get this museum ready for pub-
lic viewing. They and their team 
of volunteers did a great job. 
Full uniforms were displayed in 
cases, patches were exhibited, 
and many photos and posters 
of ships and planes adorned 
the walls.

Dean and Margie are well 
aware of the work that is 
required to establish a military 
museum, as they have been 
active on Boston’s Veterans 
Association of the First Corps 

U.S. Navy Veteran
Aircrewman Marc Frattasio 

Hosts Opening of the
Shea Naval Aviation Museum

in South Weymouth
by Colonel (retired) Dean Saluti, U.S.A.R.

(L-R): Marjorie Cahn, COL (ret.) Dean Saluti, and Aircrewman 
(ret.) Marc Frattasio

of Cadets Museum for over 
30 years. Dean is especially 
proud of Marc Frattasio, not 
just because he is Italian, but 
also because Marc is his first 
cousin. The Frattasio family 
grew up in Hyde Park. Dean’s 
mother, Louise, was the old-
est of 10 children, and Marc’s 
father, Uncle Vincent, was the 
youngest of the 10 children. 
Uncle Vinny taught at Hyde 
Park High School, alongside  
Dr .  John Chr is to foro ,  a 
renowned columnist for the 
Post-Gazette.

Marc wanted to remind all of 
us that the Aviation Museum 
is open on the second and 
last Saturday mornings of the 
month.

by Bennett Molinari & Richard Molinari

Ieri e Oggi
Yesterday & Today

a column of past and current events

P T Barnum
P T Barnum was born Phineas 

Taylor Barnum on July 5, 1810, 
in Bethel, Connecticut. A natu-
ral salesman, he was peddling 
snacks and cherry rum to sol-
diers by age 12. 

Barnum moved to New York 
City as a young man and tried 
his hand at a variety of busi-
nesses, including newspa-
per publishing and running a 
boarding house.

Barnum married his child-
hood friend Charity Hallett in 
1829, when the pair was 21 
and 19, respectively. They were 
married for 44 years and had 
four daughters; their youngest 
daughter died during childhood. 

Barnum bought Scudder’s 
American Museum in lower 
Manhattan in  1841 and 
reopened it  as Barnum’s 
American Museum. There he 

(Continued on Page 11)

displayed the “Feejee Mermaid” 
and other oddities of dubious 
authenticity among what even-
tually expanded to a collection 
of 850,000 exhibits.

Although he became famous 
for championing the weird 
and wacky, one of Barnum’s 
most successful ventures came 
with the promotion of Swedish 
opera singer Jenny Lind in 
the early 1850s. After hearing 
about Lind’s sold-out concerts 
in Europe, Barnum made the 
“Swedish Nightingale” an offer of 
$1,000 per performance for 150 
shows in the United States and 
Canada. He reportedly hoped to 
improve his public image. It was 
risky, since Barnum had never 
actually heard Lind sing. He 
launched a public relations blitz, 
including newspaper coverage 
and competitions. His bet paid 
off, earning Barnum a profit of 
more than $500,000. 

Over the years, Lind and 
Barnum were suspected of 



PAGE 6 POST-GAZETTE, JUNE 20, 2025

2025
NORTH END 

FESTIVAL DIRECTORY

JUNE

PADRE PIO PROCESSION	 June 22
	 Italian Mass St. Leonard Church	 10:30 am
	 Procession –  Hanover – Prince Sts.	 1 pm

ST. THERESA SOCIETY	 June 29
	 Mass St. Leonard Church	 10:30 am
	 Procession – Hanover – Prince Sts.	 1 pm

AUGUST

ST. AGRIPPINA	 July 31, August 1, 2, 3
	 Hanover & Battery Sts.  Opens 7 pm on Thursday	
	 Sunday Procession 	 12 noon 
MADONNA DELLA CAVA 	  August 8, 9,10
	 Hanover & Battery Sts.       Opens 7 pm on Friday	
	 Sunday Procession	 1 pm

MADONNA del SOCCORSO   August 14, 15, 16, 17
	 North, Fleet & Lewis Sts. (Fisherman’s)	
	 Sunday Procession 1 pm - Flight of the Angel 8 pm

SANTA LUCIA	 August 28		
	 Thursday, Feast & Procession 	 5 pm
	 Thacher & Endicott Sts.                                   	  

ST. ANTHONY’S FEAST	 August 29, 30, 31
	 Endicott & Thacher, N. Margin Sts.	
	 Sunday Procession	 12 pm

SAN GENNARO FEAST	 September 5, 6, 7
	 Paul Revere Mall (Prado) Hanover St.	
	 Sunday Procession	 12 pm

ST. ROSALIA di PALERMO	 TBD	
	 Procession Only - North Square                     	 1 pm

SEPTEMBER

MADONNA DEL GRAZIE	 July 13
	 Mass St. Leonard Church	 10:30 am
	 Procession –  Hanover – Prince Sts.	 2 pm   
SAN ROCCO  	 July 20
	 Italian Mass St. Leonard Church	 10:30 am
	 Procession –  Hanover – Prince Sts.	 1 pm

ST. JOSEPH	 July 25, 26, 27 
	 Sunday Procession – Hanover – Prince Sts.	 1 pm

JULY

ADDITIONAL ITALIAN FESTIVALS
Gloucester, MA
SAINT PETER’S FIESTA      June 25, 26, 27, 28, 29
	 Sunday Mass 10 am (Outdoor) - Procession 12 pm
	 For more details visit: http://stpetersfiesta.org/

Malden, MA
SAINT ROCCO FESTIVAL	               August 8, 9, 10
	 Pearl Street, Malden, MA
	 Sunday Procession 	 1 pm

Lawrence, MA
FEAST of the THREE SAINTS	 August 29, 30, 31
Saints Alfio, Filadelfo and Cirino
	 Common & Union Streets, Lawrence
	 Sunday Procession 	 3 pm

Cambridge Festival
SS COSMAS AND DAMIAN 100TH	 Sept. 4, 5, 6, 7
	 Sunday Procession 	 1 pm
	 Warren and Cambridge St., Cambridge

Noble Journey Sculpture Celebration &
Introduction of the North End Historical Museum

St. Leonard Church Pastor 
Father Michael Della Penna 
effortlessly coordinated a mean-
ingful program last Saturday 
morning, beginning with a bless-
ing over the new additions, 
a new entrance plaque and 
Heritage Wall Banner, to the 
Noble Journey gangplank sculp-
ture, gracing the entrance of the 
church at 320 Hanover Street 
in the North End. On behalf of 
the entire parish community, 
neighborhood and all who have 
worshipped, and visited the 
church over the past century, 
he offered his most humble and 
sincere appreciation to everyone 
who volunteered to make this 
dream become reality includ-
ing, sculptress Nancy Schön, 
Elio LoRusso, Joseph Vozzella, 
Dominic Costa, Louis Cavagnaro 
III, Paul Antonino, Domenic 
Valente, Victor Passsacantilli 
of the Friends of the North End 
and the members of the North 
End Historical Society (NEHS). 
The Noble Journey Sculpture 
is a symbol of a journey begun 
well over 100 years ago, when 
Italian immigrants walked down 
a gangplank, before stepping 
onto American soil.

Another piece of the program 
was a panel discussion on the 
importance of North End immi-
gration. Participating in the dis-
cussion were Michael Bonnetti, 

President of the St. Anthony 
Society, Anthony Boyd, Jr. 
President of the newly formed St. 
Theresa Society, Vice-President 
of the North End Historical 
Society, Anthony Cortese, Noble 
Journey sculptress Nancy Schön, 
Tino Valdesolo of the St. Leonard 
Church Italian Language School, 
and author B. Amore.

The North End holds a rich, 
cultural and historic place in 
Boston’s history. It serves as the 
central location for the American 
Revolution, Paul Revere and the 
patriots who fought for indepen-
dence, Puritan settlers, Jewish, 
Irish, Catholics, Italians and so 
many more who emigrated from 
their homelands and settled in 
the melting pot community of 
the North End. 

Many of the panel members 
noted how Italian immigrants 
left their country with nothing, 
arriving to a new life with only 
their faith and traditions, which 
is why the Catholic Church and 
the Religious societies played 
and continue to play such 
a vital role in the neighbor-
hood. Michael Bonetti spoke 
of the Italians who came from 
Montefalciane;, Italy at the turn 
of the 20th century, bringing 
with them their devotion and 
faith in St. Anthony, the patron 
saint of that town. Anthony 
Boyd, Jr., spoke of the 100th 

Anniversary of St. Theresa and 
how well received the society 
has been, and the opportunity to 
breathe new life into the neigh-
borhood traditions. 

Father Michael, who grew up 
in the North End, said he “can’t 
picture the North End without 
the societies or it’s festivals 
and how gratifying it is to see 
the newer generations carry-on 
old-school traditions into the 
modern world.”

The final portion of the pro-
gram centered around the for-
mal introduction of the North 
End His tor ica l  Museum, 
located at 3 Prince Street. Tom 
Damigella, President of the 
North End Historical noted it 
has been a long-time dream 
of the organization, along with 
Jimmy Pasto, Alex Goldfeld and 
Anthony Riccio. They could not 
have asked for a better location, 
in the heart of the North End, on 
the Freedom Trail and right next 
door to the almost 130-year-old 
Post-Gazette newspaper, for-
merly “La Gazetta”, the Italian 
newspaper.

This is an opportunity for 400 
years of history to be told in a 
900 square foot space, and it 
is all due to the extreme gen-
erosity of Frank DePasquale of 
DePasquale Ventures. Frank 
stepped up with the finances 
to secure the location. Now the 
group must raise the funds 
needed to contract with Trivian 
Interactive, a company that has 
set up digital and media videos 
for similar museums. The tar-
get goal is $4000,000 of which 
$35,000 had been raised as 
of the gathering last Saturday 
morning.

On hand to part ic ipate 
in the program was State 
Representative Aaron Michlewitz 
who thanked the NEHS and 
Frank DePasquale for bringing 
this idea and concept to reality, 
noting “you can’t get more North 
End than being next to the Post-
Gazette.” He also commented 
on how he has witnessed the 
North End change over the 
years, and the need for main-
taining its history and essence 
in order to remain alive and true 
to its traditions.

All donations will gratefully 
be accepted. Your generosity 
will go a long way in making 
this dream a reality. Please 
use the donation link https://
www.northendboston.org or 
mail checks payable to: North 
End Historical Society, P.O. Box 
130152, Boston, MA 02113.

(Photo by Gerri Palladino)
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La TV italiana in streaming 

ORA È PIÙ RICCA

ORA IN STREAMING SU

&

Non disponibile in tutte le zone. Si applicano restrizioni. Dopo 7 giorni di prova gratuita si applica un addebito mensile attuale di $21.95. Sconti disponibili per abbonamenti annuali. Visita tv.ilglobo.com per maggiori informazioni.

ABBONATI OGGI PER INIZIARE LO STREAMING tv.ilglobo.com

 offre tutti i tuoi programmi 
preferiti della TV italiana in un unico posto, 
disponibile su quasi tutti i dispositivi, tutto  
a un prezzo mensile conveniente

Abbonandoti a Mediaset Italia 
e TGCOM24, avrai in  
più altri 8 canali italiani per soli

$21.95/al mese

Oppure risparmia il 16% con un abbonamento annuale! 
PROVA SENZA IMPEGNO PER 7 GIORNI

Thank you all for volunteering to serve on the Renovation 
Committee.  I’m excited to work together and appreciate your 
willingness to get involved.

I’d like to schedule our first committee meeting for Wednesday, 
July 16th at 5:30 p.m., at the library. Before we formally meet, I 
want to set some expectations for our group: the primary focus 
of this committee will be advocacy for the renovation. This 
means our work will center on building support and making the 
case for why the renovation is needed, rather than reviewing or 
designing renovation plans at this stage. Of course, as part of our 
advocacy, we will have the opportunity to discuss the types of 
improvements and updates we hope the renovation will include. 
However, diving into the details of the renovation itself will come 
later — once the project is approved and formal plans are being 
developed. The advocacy work is critically important, and I hope 
this aligns with what you envisioned for this committee.

I look forward to meeting with everyone on July 16th. I under-
stand summer schedules can be tricky, so if you cannot attend, 
I’m happy to send an update afterward so you can stay in the 
loop. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me in the meantime 
with any suggestions for agenda items, or if you’d just like to talk. 
My cell number is 781-888-2143.

Thank you again for your commitment and enthusiasm. I can’t 
wait to get started!

Best,
Rory Harrington

FRIENDS OF THE
NORTH END LIBRARY

Renovation Committee Meeting
Wednesday, July 16th at 5:30 p.m.

Boston Police Department Area A-1 Officers 
scooped an end of the year slush party for the 
children of St. John School in the North end. It 
was a beautiful, warm sunny day as students 
and faculty from throughout the school enjoyed 

this cool, delicious treat. It looked like a toss-up 
as to who enjoyed it more, the children or the 
officers scooping the slush. Great job Area A-1 
Community Service Staff, including Officers Jason 
Richardson, Frank Wong, and Rob DiRienzo. 

St. John School Children
Treated to End of Year Celebration
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The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS
of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

by Sal Giarratani

extremely concerned about the 
gas tank and a potential leak, 
leading to a neighborhood ini-
tiative for its removal. 

Many hands played a role 
in creation of this mural and 
symbol including, the Board 
of FODP, Ben Ross for his 
voluntary skills and design 
in the graphic design, Lucy 
Melvin, Craig from CRG printers 
who championed this project 
from the start, the North End 
Historical Society for provid-
ing photographs and historical 

information, Johnny Kelly for 
the t-shirts, our elected officials 
and their representatives, Aaron 
Michlewitz, Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata, Ciara D’Amico and 
Samantha Peracchi, and the 
staff at Parks Department, Nate 
Henchoff, Hack and team and 
Casa Blanca for making the park 
beautiful in time for the event.

If you have not already done 
so, take the opportunity to stop 
by “The Gassy” and view the 
magnificent mural and symbol 
of North End history.

• Gassy Mural Unveiled (Continued from Page 1)

NOVOCAINE
(4K Ultra HD + Blu-ray + Digital) 
Paramount Home Entertainment

The action-packed comedy NOVOCAINE 
is a raucous and entertaining movie from 
Paramount Home Entertainment. The film 
will be available in a 4K Ultra HD/Blu-ray 
Combo, 4K Ultra HD/Blu-ray, SteelBook®, 
and DVD. Nathan Caine (Jack Quaid) was 
born with a rare genetic disorder, where 
he can’t feel any pain. When the girl of his 
dreams (Amber Midthunder) is taken hos-
tage in a bank heist, he turns his inability 
to feel physical pain into an unexpected 

strength in the fight to get her back. NOVOCAINE is rated R for 
strong bloody violence, grisly images, and language throughout. 
Fans who purchase NOVOCAINE on Digital or 4K Ultra HD will 
have access to over 35 minutes of action-packed bonus content. 
Find out how this genre-busting concept went from page to 
screen, go behind the scenes of the eye-popping stunts, and see 
how special effects makeup dialed up the carnage. Bonus content 
includes: Prepare for Pain: Pre Production — Filmmakers take us 
from concept to casting and the process of creating the world of 
NOVOCAINE. A World of Hurt: Production — Co-directors Robert 
Olsen and Dan Berk discuss the film’s unique stunts, production 
design, cinematography, and special effects. Maximum Physical 
Damage: Makeup Effects — Blood, bones, and bodies … find out 
the secrets behind the guts and gore that made the action really 
packs a punch.

VAINILLA
(DVD)

IndiePix Films
Argentine director Valeria Rowinski’s 

erotic drama mixes humor, heat and 
heart in a joyfully uninhibited journey of 
self-discovery. Alma (Valeria Rowinski) is 
in her thirties and still not sure she’s ever 
really had an orgasm. After a series of 
unhealthy relationships and disappoint-
ing hookups, she decides to ignore family 
pressures and societal expectations in 
order to more fully explore her sexuality. 

At the point of giving in to her desires, she finally lets go of her 
inhibitions at a “play party” with mutual friends, she experiments 
with BDSM and discovers a new world of eroticism she has never 
experienced before. Written, co-directed and starring Argentine 
filmmaker Rowinski, Vainilla is a sensual journey into untapped 
pleasure and hidden desires.

TERMINUS
(Blu-ray)

MVD Rewind Collection
In the year 2037, the future is in the 

hands of a genetically engineered boy: 
Mati (Gabriel Damon) a child-genius with 
a brain programmed by a brilliant and evil 
doctor (Jürgen Prochnow, Dune ... in three 
deliciously crazy roles). Mati is the master 
of a sadistic cross-country rally (with a 

100-million-dollar prize that no one has ever won), controlling 
‘Monster’, a gigantic AI operated storm truck that rumbles across 
the continent in a sadistic cross-country race, while being pursued 
by a squad of rebels determined to stop the computer-guided 
super-truck - ‘Monster’ before it reaches the ‘End of the Line’. 
Karen Allen, Julie Glenn and the legendary Johnny Hallyday (the 
French rock-n-roll singer famously known as the ‘French Elvis’) are 
all along for the ride in this fast-paced, action-packed ‘Mad Max’ 
inspired futuristic adventure! Bonus Materials: US version of the 
“Terminus” (83 minutes) presented in HD, and optional English 
Subtitles. Extended French version of “Terminus” (115 minutes) 
presented with French 2.0 Stereo Audio and Optional English 
Subtitles. Interview with star Jürgen Prochnow. NEW! “We All 
Descend — The Making of Terminus ” (including interviews with 
Vincent Glenn (son of director Pierre-William Glenn), star Julie 
Glenn (daughter of Pierre-William Glenn), and archival interviews 
with Pierre-William Glenn in French with English subtitles.

TIME FOR COMPLETE 
TRANSPARENCY ON THIS 

GROWING SCANDAL
A former chief of staff for 

Boston’s Police Accountability 
Office claims she was fired to 
conceal a scandal involving 
sexual advances made by a top 
aide to Mayor Michelle Wu. I 
totally agree with Boston City 
Councilor Erin Murphy who 
stated, “We owe it to her and to 
the other city employee to have 
a full investigation that isn’t 
just closed on the administra-
tion side.” 

Mayor Wu’s Administration 
talks a lot about accountability 
and transparency but when it 
comes to putting those words 
into action, not so much.

PAUL McCARTNEY’S
NEW BOOK COMING OUT

IN NOVEMBER
Paul  McCartney  has  a 

book scheduled released on 
November 4th entitled WINGS: 
Band on the Run,” and fans of 
Paul, Wings and the Beatles are 
anxiously awaiting that release 

date. Can I say, he was always 
my favorite Beatle. He and John 
Lennon were two of the all-time 
best music writers of all time. I 
will be sure to read it when it 
hits the shelves at bookstores, 
that is if I find a bookstore 
today, huh?
REMEMBERING LEN BARRY 

ON WHAT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN HIS BIRTHDAY

Back in the ’60s, I was a drum-
mer in a Roxbury band called 
the SilenSirs. We did some great 
rock and soul and we dressed 
good too. We would often go into 
town for some sheet music from 
a little shop on Tremont Street 
whose name escapes me now or 
we would stop by Skippy White’s 
record shop on Washington 
Street a few doors up from the 
Basin Street South nightclub 
near East Lenox Street in Lower 
Roxbury.

I remember buying a Decca 
labeled record by singer Len 
Barry and his 1965 hit song 
“1-2-3” from Skippy White 
himself behind the counter. I 

CITY COUNCILORS
FIGHT FOR OUR FIREFIGHTERS

City Councilor Erin Murphy recently visited the North 
End neighborhood firehouse on Hanover Street to meet with 
firefighters on duty that day. While there, she also shared 
her support for City Councilor Ed Flynn for his champion-
ing increased cancer research funding. Murphy stated, “The 
statistics are heartbreaking — the average firefighter dies 
just 5 years after retirement. We must do more to protect 
those who protect us.”

remain friends with Skippy to 
this day and just saw him a few 
months ago at a Tony Wilson 
“The Young James Brown” 
concert over at Prince Hall up 
in Grove Hall.

Thursday of last week would 
have been Len Barry’s 83rd 
birthday having passed away 
back on November 5, 2020. I 
loved that song of his and we 
used it in the band too. Barry 
had some other hits too. He 
started out as a member of The 
Dovells (1957-63) before going 
solo with other hits like “You 
Baby,” “Bristol Stomp,” and 
“Keem-O-Sabe,” which I always 
called the Lone Ranger song.

ALWAYS LOVED
THE DOOBS

The Doobie Brothers have 
been around over 50 years now 
and are still going strong. Back 
on June 6th, the band released 
a brand-new album called Walk 
this Road and it is filled with 
some great new stuff. The older 
this band gets, the better it gets.

This week as I was driving 
through Eastie, I was listening 
to Sirius Radio Seventies on 
7 and I heard “China Grove” 
from 1973. A few years back 
while visiting family in north 
Austin, the street around the 
corner from my nephew’s home 
was called China Grove and I 
instantly thought of the Doobs 
of course.

The Post-Gazette
accepts memorials 

throughout the year. 

Please call
617-227-8929

Remember 
Your

Loved Ones
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— FOR YOU WHO APPRECIATE THE FINEST —

THE

Johnny Christy
Orchestra

MUSIC FOR ALL
OCCASIONS 781-648-5678

In the sun-drenched region of Puglia, where cucina povera once 
defined everyday meals, simple ingredients like durum wheat 
pasta, bitter greens, and extra virgin olive oil gave rise to dishes 
that are now celebrated for their flavor and authenticity. One 
such dish is the iconic Orecchiette con Cime di Rapa; known in 
this country as Broccoli Rabe and Pasta. In Puglia, these greens 
are called Cime di Rapa or Rapini, and they’re the star of this 
regional staple.

As a little girl, I didn’t share my Nonna’s passion for bitter greens. 
She adored them, especially tucked into crusty bread with a slice 
of cheese. When she did make Orecchiette e Rapini, she’d often 
put her own spin on it. Out went the Orecchiette, in came her 
handmade Cavatelli. She added crumbled sausage and a hidden 
secret of anchovies for flavor; never announcing it, just letting 
the flavor emanate. 

Nonna always said the secret was in “cooking the Rapini the right 
way” to tame its bitterness and I must say, she was correct. Her 
version “Cavatelli with Rapini and Sausage” is comforting, bold, 
and completely satisfying. This dish is equally wonderful made 
meatless, the essence of cucina povera and a timeless recipe that 
is perfect for any season!

NONNA’S CAVATELLI with RAPINI and SAUSAGE
Cavatelli della Nonna con Rapini e Salsiccia

1-pound Cavatelli 
(homemade or store-bought)

2 pounds broccoli rabe, 
cleaned and trimmed

1-pound sweet or hot Italian 
sausage, casing removed
Blanch the Rapini: Boil salted water in a large stock pot. Add 

broccoli rabe and cook for 3 to 4 minutes. Drain, rinse under cold 
water, chop into 3-inch pieces, and set aside.

Cook the Cavatelli: Refill the pot, boil water again, and cook 
cavatelli until al dente. Remove cavatelli, set aside and reserve 
the pasta water.

Brown the sausage: In a large skillet, add some olive oil and 
cook the sausage until browned. Remove the sausage and set aside. 

In the same pan, heat additional olive oil, add the anchovies 
and red pepper flakes, and cook until the anchovies dissolve. Stir 
in the sliced garlic and cook for 1 to 2 minutes. Add the cooked 
rapini to the skillet and sauté over medium heat for about 10 
minutes, stirring often. Return the sausage to the pan and cook 
another 5 minutes then add the cavatelli along with a few ladles 
of pasta water. Simmer while tossing together and add more water 
if needed. Serve with grated Parmesan and enjoy!

Marianna Bisignano is a psychologist for the Boston Public  
Schools and can be reached at nonnasrecipebox@gmail.com

1 cup extra virgin olive oil
6 to 8 garlic cloves, thinly sliced
4 to 6 anchovy fillets
Red pepper flakes, to taste
Salt & pepper
Grated Parmesan cheese

by

Marianna

Bisignano

On June the 10th, Loretta 
found me sitting out back on 
the patio (we’re still in Florida) 
just staring into space. She 
asked if I was OK. I responded, 
“Today would have been my 
father’s birthday. He was born 
on this date in 1910, which 
would make him 115, as we 
speak.” 

My wife and I spoke for a few 
minutes and then, when I was 
alone again, began a review of 
my young life with Mom and 
Dad. Mom was always the 
center of our home, but Dad 
was the head of it. After I came 
along, Dad always had two 
jobs. During the day, he taught 
machine shop and math at East 
Boston High School, his alma 
mater. At night he was a musi-
cian and played a minimum of 
six nights a week. Mom would 
always say, “After your father 
and I were married, I never 
had to work again.” I, at first, 
didn’t understand this, but 
my folks were married during 
the Depression, and later on, I 
understood the problems they 
faced in the 1930s.

My first recollection of my 
father as a musician was when 
I was three or four years old. He 
was the bassist for the Jimmy 
McHale Orchestra, which was 
featured at the Fife and Drum 
Room of the Hotel Vendome 
in Boston. Mom brought me 
there one night to see my father 
play. We sat with a couple that 
my folks had become friendly 
with, Andy and Carroll Bardetti. 
Years later, Andy would stand 
up for me when I was confirmed 
at the Sacred Heart Parish in 
East Boston. 

A couple of times when there 
were day-long faculty meetings 
and we kids didn’t have school, 
I would accompany my father 
to East Boston High, and sit 
quietly at the general meeting 
until the faculty was divided 
into departments, and then join 
Dad and the vocational teachers 
as they met while eating lunch. 

Dad and guitarist, John 
Alaimo Sr., were fired by Jimmy 
McHale for whatever reason, 
and by 1943 they were play-
ing for a Latin American band 
at the roof garden ballroom of 
the Bradford Hotel on Tremont 
Street, across from the Wang 
Center. Johnny Rosado was 
hired as the relief band and 
came to Boston from New York 
with just his pianist and per-
cussionists. He hired the rest of 
the musicians from auditioning 
men from the Boston Musicians’ 
Union. By this point in time, 
Dad was teaching days, was 
assistant coach for Eastie’s 
football team, was interrogat-
ing and handling Italian war 
prisoners being held at the 

long-closed immigration center 
in East Boston and playing six 
nights a week at the Vendome. 
Don’t ask me how he did it all, 
but he managed.

Once the war ended, Rosado 
headed back to New York, 
and Dad began to play club 
dates, a term used for one-
nighters: weddings, dances, 
private parties, Christenings, 
Bar Mitzvahs, etc.

After the war, Dad became 
a pioneer in the Department 
of Audio-Visual Education for 
the school department, and 
left East Boston High School. 
He had been approached by 
an administrator who had a 
friend who was running for the 
school committee and had no 
base in either East Boston or 
the North End. Dad met with 
the man, Dan McDevett, and 
decided to help him, as he liked 
the way the future politician 
carried himself. They would also 
become life-long friends. Once 
Dan was elected, he told Dad 
what courses to take as a prepa-
ration for the new department, 
and within a few months, Dad 
was one of four men to begin the 
operations of the audio-visual 
center, and he would remain 
with this venue until he retired, 
many years later.

As the late ’40s approached, 
Dad would have summers off 
from the school department 
and play (tuba) at county fairs 
throughout the northeast. He 
would take Mom, me and some-
times, Nanna and Babbononno 
with him on the road and it was 
a summer vacation for all of us. 
In the car’s trunk, along with 
Dad’s tuba and our suitcases, 
was a Coleman gas stove, a 
portable charcoal grill, a Coca 
Cola ice chest filled with food, 
which meant we could have a 
picnic almost every day.

Beginning around 1950, 
Dad bought a summer cottage 
in Winthrop, Maine, on Lake 
Maranacook, not too far from 
the state’s capital, Augusta. 
From that point on, Dad played 
the county fairs in June and 
July, and during August, we 
lived at the Maine cottage. One 
of the other pioneers of the 
Audio-Visual Department was 
Mike Barca, another Italian 
American, whose family and 
ours had a lot in common. 
They had invited us as summer 
guests several times before Dad 
bought the cottage and we fell in 
love with Maine as a result. As 
a consequence of all I’ve men-
tioned so far, I led a fabled life 
growing up, and don’t regret a 
minute of it.

During my formative years, 
Babbononno taught me how 
to read music and I tried just 
about all of the instruments 

found in bands of the day. 
I rejected everything until I 
started college and asked Dad 
for lessons on bass violin. By 
the time I turned 18, I was ready 
to become a professional musi-
cian and played my first job at 
that age. As a result, Dad never 
had to pay my tuition costs for 
any of my degrees, I did it all 
on my own. By the time I had 
graduated from college and was 
teaching in the Boston schools, 
I was able to afford a car, pay 
and head on vacations when we 
had school breaks in February, 
April and during the summer 
months. 

Dad continued to play music 
a few nights a week as he got 
older, but he was slowing down 
and decided to limit playing 
to just weekend nights. When 
the Boston schools began their 
court ordered bussing, he was 
sent to some of the troubled 
schools to help out and often 
came home a nervous wreck. He 
made the decision to retire from 
his day job, and not long after, 
he and Mom began traveling, 
taking bus tours to historic sites 
and cruises to the Caribbean 
and Latin America. 

Once he hit his late 70s, Dad 
was happy just being called, 
“Pappa,” by his two grandsons, 
John and Michael. So, Pappa 
and Nanna (my Mom) were the 
extended family for them just 
like Nanna (my Nanna) and 
Babbononno were my extended 
family. Unfortunately, good 
health didn’t accompany Dad 
into his senior years. He devel-
oped aneurisms that had to be 
operated on until one burst one 
night and did him in.

As I look back, I have to thank 
my grandparents for giving me 
the Italian culture that I love so 
dearly, and the Americanization 
of it by my folks that has allowed 
me to be successful, to prosper 
and to be happy all along the 
way. Not bad for a kid from the 
streets of East Boston. 

GOD BLESS AMERICA

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run date: 06/20/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25D1068DR 
DIVORCE SUMMONS BY 

PUBLICATION AND MAILING
KELSEY LABORDE

vs.
ANTHONY LABORDE

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for Divorce 

requesting that the Court grant a divorce for  
Irretrievable Breakdown.

The Complaint is on file at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining Order has been 

entered in this matter preventing you from  
taking any action which would negatively  
impact the current financial status of either 
party. SEE Supplemental Probate Court 
Rule 411. 

You are hereby summoned and required  
to serve upon: Kelsey Laborde, 31 Lebanon 
St., Malden, MA 02148 your answer, if any, on 
or before July 22, 2025. If you fail to do so, the 
court will proceed to the hearing and  adjudica-
tion of this action. You are also required to file 
a copy of your answer, if any, in the office of 
the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: June 10, 2025    
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston 
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under the 
provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following 
vehicles on or after June 30, 2025 by 
public or private sale to satisfy a lien 
for towing, storage, and all other fees 
due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 06/06, 06/13, 06/20/2025

2013 VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT 
Vin #WVWBP7AN5DE555302

2004 MITSUBISHI GALANT 
Vin #4A3AB36F24E104684

2007 NISSAN MURANO 
Vin #JN8AZ08W17W666217

2006 VOLVO XC90 
Vin #YV4CZ852361279892

2006 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #1HGCM56766A115466

2016 TESLA MODEL X 
Vin #5YJXCBE49GF000667

2010 TOYOTA COROLLA 
Vin #1NXBU4EE8AZ356923

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston 
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under the 
provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following 
vehicles on or after July 07, 2025 by 
public or private sale to satisfy a lien 
for towing, storage, and all other fees 
due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 06/13, 06/20, 06/27/2025

2021 RAM 1500 
Vin #1C6SRFFT2MN704395

2007 BMW X5 
Vin #5UXFE83507LZ41571

2015 FORD FUSION 
Vin #3FA6P0H95FR108007

2005 FORD FOCUS 
Vin #1FAFP36N05W299865

2008 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #1HGCP26838A015245

2011 SUBARU IMPREZA 
Vin #JF1GE6A65BH515012

2013 KIA OPTIMA 
Vin #5XXGN4A78DG158805
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North End Athletic Association’ s Instructional/
T-Ball program takes place on Saturday morn-
ings at Puopolo Park for 4-5-year-olds. The 
program is run by Ralph Martignetti with  

help from his wife Janine and daughter Trinity, 
and Alex Puopolo. The program’s sponsor is  
the Boston Red Sox Foundation’s Jr. RBI 
Program.

North End Athletic Association’s Instructional/T-Ball
in Action

of $121.7 million, 99 High Street 
which sold for $277 million in 
late April of this year, compared 
to its purchase price in 2005 of 
$373.7 million. 

Given the fact that the city’s 
acquires three-quarters of its 
revenue from property taxes, 
with one-third coming from 
commercial properties, it’s no 
surprise that there is quite a  
bit of apprehension over the pos-
sibility of property taxes jumping 
for residential home owners. 

Mayor Wu maintains the city’s 
finances are strong. “Although 
we are facing the same uncer-
tainty that cities everywhere 
are dealing with right now, the 
reality is that Boston is in the 
best position to weather this 
moment,” Wu stated. The mayor 
has previously filed legislation 
seeking to lower residential 
taxes by shifting the burden 
onto commercial properties, but 
it was killed last year in the state 
Senate. Her third attempt at the 
legislation is currently sitting on 
Beacon Hill.

• Office Vancancies (Continued from Page 1)

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run date: 06/20/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court Department
Middlesex Division

Docket No. 25W0245 
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
JESSICA M. RIVERA, Plaintiff(s)

v.
ANGEL MONTANEZ, Defendant(s)

To the above named Defendant(s) Angel 
Montanez

A Complaint has been presented to this Court 
by the Plaintiff(s), Jessica M. Rivera seeking 
a Complaint for Custody/Support/Parenting 
Time.

You are required to serve upon Jessica 
M. Rivera or attorney for plaintiff(s) whose 
address is 90 Linda Circle, Marlborough, MA 
01752 your answer on or before 23rd day of 
July 2025. If You fail to do so, the court will 
proceed to hearing and adjudication of this  
action. You are also required to file a copy 
of your answer in the office of this Court at 
370 Jackson Street, 5th Floor, Lowell, MA 
01852.

Witness, TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, Esq., 
First Justice of said Court at Lowell, this day 
of June 11th, 2025.

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate Court

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston 
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under the 
provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following 
vehicles on or after July 14, 2025 by 
public or private sale to satisfy a lien 
for towing, storage, and all other fees 
due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 06/20, 06/27, 07/04/2025

2002 TOYOTA AVALON 
Vin #4T1BF28B02U222697

2014 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 
Vin #KMHDH4AE5EU075980

2024 ZHILONG ST 
Vin #HZ2TBCNF7R1004688

2024 FENGYUAN JIGGER 
Vin #H0DTADF29RX072229

2011 AUDI S4 
Vin #WAUKGAFL9BA031835

2011 HYUNDAI ACCENT 
Vin #KMHCN4AC9BU541098

On Saturday, June 7th, NEW 
Health (North End Waterfront 
Health) held its third annual 
Viva le Bocce tournament at 
Langone Park. Members of the 
community were also invited  
to attend and spectate at no 
cost; the day featured refresh-
ments, raffles, giveaways, 
donation opportunities to sup-
port NEW Health and tables 
featuring other community 
organizations. 

NBC Boston’s Priscilla Casper 
emceed the event. Speakers 
included NEW Health CEO 
Vincenzo “Vin” Scibelli, NEW 
Health Board Chair Jason Aluia, 
and City Councilor Gigi Coletta. 
NEW Health also thanks Ciara 
D’Amico, City of Boston Deputy 
Director of Neighborhoods, for 
attending the event.

The donations generated 
from Viva le Bocce are critical 
to supporting NEW Health ser-
vices and programs. A record 
$29,336 was raised — which 
is more than double what was 
raised last year.

In addition to the commu-
nity health center’s medi-
cal, dental, vision, behavioral 
health, OB-GYN and laboratory 

Viva le Bocce Tournament
at Langone Park

A Celebration to Bring Together the Community & Raise Funds for NEW Health
services in the North End and 
Charlestown, NEW Health also 
extends even further into the 
community with its robust 
food access program, includ-
ing the Community Fridge in 
Charlestown, scholarships for 
those pursuing health care 
careers, substance use disorder 
services including its Public 
Health Vending Machine at the 
Charlestown location, a free 
Walking Club for the commu-
nity, and a variety of programs 
for seniors. 

This year’s winning team was 
the Friends of the North End.

NEW Health is grateful to 
Monument Restaurant & 
Tavern, Waverly Kitchen & Bar, 
Ducali Pizzeria, Pizzeria Regina, 
and North End Creamery for 
donating food for the event.

A special thank you to the 
event sponsors:

Guest Speaker NEW Health 
CEO Vincenzo “Vin” Scibelli Guest Speaker NEW Health 

Board Chair Jason Aluia 
and emcee of the event NBC 
Boston’s Priscilla Casper

The winning team — Friends of the North End — (L-R): John 
Spinale, Joe Testa, Joe Blazo, and NEW Health Public Affairs 
Coordinator Danny Coakley

Guest Speaker Boston City 
Councilor Gigi Coletta

(Photos courtesy of New Health) 
Future bocce contender

Plat ino Level  Sponsors: 
C3 – The Community Care 
Cooperative and Eastern Bank.

Oro Sponsors:  Forcel la, 
Gardner Resources Consulting, 
Mass League of Community 
Health Centers

D’argento Sponsors: Artu 
Restaurant and Aafcpas

Bronzo Sponsors: Anzalone 
Realty, Climatwin (Climate 
Risk Intelligence Solutions), 
Commonwealth Purchasing 
Group, The Gilardi Group, 
Next Stage Benefits, North 
End Athletic Association, and 
Regan Communications Group, 
as well as local civic leaders: 
State Senator Lydia Edwards, 
Stephen Lynch for Congress, 
and Boston City Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta Zapata.

Raffle donors included: Bella 
Vista, Bruins Foundation, F45 
North End, Format, Golden 
Goose, Handle Bar, I Am Books, 
Joe’s Waterfront, La Summa, 
Little Sage, MyPilates, NBC 
Boston, Neptune Oyster, New 
England Aquarium, Oh Cheese, 
Paul Revere House, Paulie’s, 
Pink Carrot, Polcari’s, ROSE 
Town Kitchen & Bar, Soma 
Yoga, Star Market, Sunny Girl, 
TD Garden, Theo’s Cozy Corner, 
Umberto’s, and a special event-
exclusive silent auction item 
donated by Wynn Resorts/
Encore Boston Harbor.

NEW Health has been serv-ing 
the North End of Boston and the 
surrounding community since 
1971. In addition to primary 
care services for all patients, 
many specialty services are 
also offered including den-
tal, vision, behavioral health, 
obstetrics, gynecology, labora-
tory services and x-ray services. 
NEW Health is a private, non-
profit corporation that is gov-
erned by a community-based 
Board of Directors and licensed 
by the Department of Public 
Health. FPR more information, 
please visit at www.newhealth 

center .org ,  on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter.
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EXTRA Innings
by Sal Giarratani

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P3091GD

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED 

PERSON PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304  

In the matter of
GABRIEL FRANCO MACHADO

of Lexington, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person

LEGAL NOTICE 

To the named Respondent and all other 
interested persons, a petition has been filed 
by Perla R. Franco of Lexington, MA in the 
above captioned matter alleging that Gabriel 
Franco Machado is in need of a Guardian and 
requesting that Perla R. Franco of Lexington, 
MA (or some other suitable person) be appointed 
as Guardian to serve Without Surety on the 
bond.

The petition asks the court to determine 
that the Respondent is incapacitated, that the 
appointment of a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian is appropriate. The 
petition is on file with this court and may contain 
a request for certain specific authority.

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 A.M. on the return date 
of July 07, 2025. This day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which you have to file the 
written appearance if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the written appearance by the 
return date, action may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your objection within 30 
days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may limit 

or completely take away the above-named 
person’s right to make decisions about 
­personal affairs or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has the right to ask 
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State expense.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: June 06, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 06/20/2025

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 06/20/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0652CA

In the Matter of 
MICHELE NORA VOLLEMANS

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has 
been filed by Michele Nora Vollemans of 
Waltham, MA, requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name to Michele 
Nora Evans.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of July 01, 2025. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance if you object to this 
proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: June 03, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 06/20/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0639CA

In the Matter of 
RHONDA ANN PEPPER

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has 
been filed by Rhonda Ann Pepper of Reading, 
MA, requesting that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to Rhonda Ann Blakley.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of July 08, 2025. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance if you object to this 
proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: June 12, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 06/20/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0634CA

In the Matter of 
BRYNNE AUGUSTA McCONNELL

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has 
been filed by Brynne Augusta McConnell 
of Somerville, MA, requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their name to Cassian 
Aindris Brynne McConnell.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of July 02, 2025. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance if you object to this 
proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: June 04, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Run date: 06/20/2025

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
Revisions to 5-Year PHA Plan

As required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 
the Draft Revised 5-Year PHA Plan FY 2025-2029 of the Watertown Housing  
Authority (WHA) will be available for a public review and comment period, start-
ing June 26, 2025 and ending August 12, 2025. The Draft will be available at  
www.watertownha.org and the WHA main office. Written comments will be  
accepted through August 12, 2025, and should be submitted via e-mail to  
bjancarik@watertownha.org.

A virtual Public Hearing for comments on the Revised 5-Year PHA Plan will 
be held on AUGUST 12, 2025 at 2:30PM via Zoom.

Virtual access will also be available through Zoom at:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87034602040?pwd=9XiL5g4CKYZ1TdZcWNePRR
WeuzC5rb.1 

Meeting ID: 870 3460 2040 Passcode: 121012.
WHA will consider all comments received during the public comment period and 

at the public hearing and may modify the Draft Revised 5-Year PHA Plan and 
related materials in response to public comments. Persons with disabilities need-
ing information in an accessible format or persons with limited English proficiency 
needing an interpreter to participate fully in the hearing should call 617-923-3954 
in advance to make arrangements.

Run date: 06/20/2025

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
MTW Supplement

The Watertown Housing Authority’s (WHA) 2026 Moving to Work (MTW) 
Supplement will be available for review and public comment as of June 26, 2025. 
The MTW Supplement will be available at www.watertownha.org and the WHA 
main office. Written comments will be accepted through August 12, 2025, and 
should be submitted via e-mail to bjancarik@watertownha.org.

A virtual Public Hearing for comments on the MTW Supplement will be held 
on AUGUST 12, 2025 at 2:00PM via Zoom.

Virtual access will also be available through Zoom at:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87472500498?pwd=qHz1Z89FfSqHGd3b8wVeyca
kKQoJpg.1

Meeting ID: 874 7250 0498 Passcode: 009314
WHA will consider all comments received during the public comment period and 

at the public hearing and may modify the MTW Supplement and related materials 
in response to public comments. Persons with disabilities needing information 
in an accessible format or persons with limited English proficiency needing an 
interpreter to participate fully in the hearing should call 617-923-3954 in advance 
to make arrangements.

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 06/20/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0676CA

In the Matter of 
REBECCA ELIZABETH ANDERSON

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has 
been filed by Rebecca Elizabeth Anderson of 
Pepperell, MA, requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name to Rebecca 
Elizabeth Brennan.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of July 02, 2025. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance if you object to this 
proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: June 04, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run date: 06/20/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI24D3907DR 
DIVORCE SUMMONS BY 

PUBLICATION AND MAILING
TODD L. COATES

vs.
ERIN M. COATES

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for Divorce 

requesting that the Court grant a divorce for  
Irretrievable Breakdown.

The Complaint is on file at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining Order has been 

entered in this matter preventing you from  
taking any action which would negatively  
impact the current financial status of either 
party. SEE Supplemental Probate Court 
Rule 411. 

You are hereby summoned and required  
to serve upon: Todd L. Coates, 1 Hill Lane, 
Shirley, MA 01464 your answer, if any, on or 
before July 22, 2025. If you fail to do so, the 
court will proceed to the hearing and  adjudica-
tion of this action. You are also required to file 
a copy of your answer, if any, in the office of 
the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: June 10, 2025    
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 06/20/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0661CA

In the Matter of 
HANNAH MARY KOELLER

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has 
been filed by Hannah Mary Koeller of Medford, 
MA, requesting that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to Hannah Mary Marigold.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of July 01, 2025. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance if you object to this 
proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: June 03, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Run date: 06/20/2025

LEGAL NOTICE 
 Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

Lowell Justice Center
370 Jackson Street, 5th Floor

Lowell, MA 01852
(978) 656-7700

Docket No. MI25P3182EA
Estate of

JAMES C. SULLIVAN
Date of Death: March 30, 2025

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above cap-
tioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner Philip A. 
Sullivan of Framingham, MA, a Will has been 
admitted to informal probate.

Philip A. Sullivan of Framingham, MA 
has been informally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under 
informal procedure by the Personal Represen-
tative under the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative and can 
petition the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

My grandson Owen Morrison 
just finished his first Little 
League season over in Norwood 
and he loved it, especially the 
barrel in the dugout filled with 
baseball bubblegum. As I was 
watching the game, all the 
players looked like they were 
chewing the stuff. Hey, it is a lot 
healthier than watching Neille 
Fox as a kid chewing endlessly 
on tobacco and looking like a 
squirrel with his mouth full. I 
still remember Terry Francona 

when he managed Boston spit-
ting out endless sunflower 
seeds too. If I had a choice 
I’d always go with bubblegum 
myself.

Owen played in the 7-8-year-
old division and his team was 

the Rays. When I was younger, 
I played both baseball and 
softball. It was mostly sandlot 
or concrete lot baseball. No 
leagues, no coaches, just a 
desire to play. We never had 
structured teams until I was 
about 16 years old. I was a lefty, 
which meant I either pitched, 
played first base or was a pinch 
hitter in the days before the 
DH came along. My team was 
the St. Philip Phillies and we 
played in the Inner City Catholic 
Baseball League.

I also played softball in a 
union baseball league and we 
called ourselves the Fenwood 
Flyers. Time passed, but I 
was still playing first base 
full-time. About 12 years ago 
I turned to a softball team in 
the West End Softball Program 
out of the West End Museum.  
I finally hung up my glove  
when I turned 69 years old. My 
legs couldn’t do it anymore.

I hope Owen enjoys play-
ing the game for as long as I 
did. I still by the way have my 
Rawlings first baseman’s mitt 
that I bought at Raymond’s 
back in 1965.

Is Owen a Future Red Sox Infielder?

• Ieri e Oggi (Continued from Page 5)
having a romantic relationship. 
However reports suggest that 
Lind and Barnum’s relationship 
was all business. In 1852, Lind 
married pianist and accompa-
nist Otto Goldschmidt. Barnum 
remained focused on his career.

In July 1865, Barnum’s 
American Museum burned to 
the ground in a massive fire. 
The promoter soon opened 
another museum at a nearby 
location, but this one also was 
demolished by a fire, in March 
1868.

Barnum retired from the 
museum business and teamed 
up with circus owners Dan 
Castello and William C. Coup. 
Toge ther  they  l aunched 
Barnum’s Grand Traveling 
Museum, Menagerie, Caravan 
and Hippodrome in 1871. 
Referring to the traveling 

spectacle as “The Greatest 
Show on Earth,” Barnum took 
full ownership of the successful 
venture by 1875.

In 1881, Barnum joined 
forces with fellow circus manag-
ers James A. Bailey and James 
L. Hutchinson. The following 
year they introduced “Jumbo,” 
an enormous 11½-foot, 6½-ton 
elephant. Jumbo was a hit with 
audiences until his death in 
1885.

In 1887, an aging Barnum 
agreed to cede everyday con-
trol of the circus, which was 
rebranded as the Barnum & 
Bailey Greatest Show on Earth.

Following Barnum’s death in 
1891, his Barnum & Bailey show 
was bought by the rival Ringling 
brothers in 1907. In 1919, the 
two were incorporated into the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Combined Shows. In May 
2017, the circus he founded 
delivered its final performance.
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by Richard Preiss

HOOPS and HOCKEY in the HUB

EZZARD CHARLES
Middleweight

How Would Two Young Middleweights 
Named Hagler and Charles Done Against Each Other?

Boxing        Ringside
WITH BOBBY FRANKLINWITH BOBBY FRANKLIN  

For years, Ezzard Charles was considered by 
most boxing pundits to be the most underrated 
heavyweight champion. He is remembered for his 
courageous fights against Rocky Marciano when 
he challenged for the crown. In fact, Charles was 
the only fighter to ever take Rocky the full fifteen 
rounds. 

There are many who rank Charles as the great-
est light heavyweight of all time. Though he never 
held the title in the division he did fight often at 
that weight. As a light heavy he beat some incred-
ible talent. Wins over Elmer Ray, Lloyd Marshall, 
Jimmy Bivins, and Joey Maxim to name a few. To 
put the icing on the cake of how good he was at 
light heavy you just have to look at his victories 
over Archie Moore whom he beat three times, 
twice by unanimous decision, and then in their 
third fight by knockout. Simply outstanding.

But if you go back further in Ezzard’s career you 
will see he fought a number of fights as a middle-
weight. In the first two years of his career starting 
in 1940 he fought 30 fights in the middleweight 
division, losing only twice. The losses were both 
by decision. The first was to Ken Overlin who had 
just lost his middleweight title. At the time Overlin 
had a total 149 fights versus Charles 18. Ezzard 
kept the fight close through six rounds before 
Overlin’s experience kicked in to give him the edge 
by decision after ten rounds. A year later the two 
fought again with the fight being called a draw.

The only other loss he had was to Kid Tunero. 
That fight was very close and resulted in a split 
decision. 

Now to the men Ezzard beat while campaigning 
as a middleweight. This is quite an impressive 
array of opponents, especially when considering 
it is during his first two years of fighting as a 
professional.

In his third fight after the loss to Overlin, and 
with just 21 bouts under his belt, Ezzard beat 
Teddy Yarosz who had a total of 125 fights. Yarosz 
held wins over greats such as Archie Moore, Billy 
Conn, and Ken Overlin. This was an impressive, 
but just the start for the young fighter from 
Cincinnati.

He would next stop Anton Christoforidis in three 
rounds. Next came the draw with Overlin, a deci-
sion win over Billy Pryor, and the split decision 
loss to Kid Tunero. Just one week later he would 
step in as a substitute for Overlin and take on the 
legendary Charley Burley. Burley was expected to 
handle the 20-year-old Charles, but Ezzard had 
other plans. The Associated Press coverage of the 
fight tells the story:

“Ezzard Charles moved into the first rank of the 
nation’s middleweights today through an upset 
conquest of Charley Burley. Charles snapped 
Burley’s string of victories at 26 straight and 
he did it so convincingly that even Burley’s best 
friends admitted he was licked. Charles won the 
first two rounds but when Burley came back to 
win the 3rd, everyone thought Charley was just 

Young Marvin HaglerYoung Ezzard Charles
cold and now warming up. In the 4th, however, 
Charles had Burley as close to being KO’d as any 
fighter can be. Burley then had his best round 
in the 5th when he not only took the play away 
from Charles but battered him from pillar to post. 
Burley also won the 6th using a long looping left 
to his advantage. Charles then stepped into the 
classy Burley to take the play away from him in 
a great fight.                        — Associated Press

This was a stunning upset and many thought 
Burley just had a bad night, so the two were 
matched again a month later. The 20-year-old 
Charles won again by unanimous decision. To 
be fair to Burley it should be noted that Charles 
had a nine-pound weight advantage. 

After the Burley victories, Charles started 
putting on weight and fought in what we would 
today call the super middleweight division as he 
transitioned into a light heavyweight. 

Though Charles’ career as a middleweight was 
relatively brief, he certainly left his mark. It would 
be interesting to conjecture what would have 
happened if Ezzard and another great fighter by 
the name of Marvin Hagler had fought at similar 
points in their careers.

In the first two years of Marvin’s career as a pro 
starting in 1973, when fought 26 times without a 
loss. A number of his earliest fights were against 
fighters who could be termed opponents, but 
he moved on to solid opposition when he took 
on Olympic Gold Medalist Sugar Ray Seales in 
1974 in Seales’ hometown of Seattle. The fight 
was ruled a draw but there was no doubt Marvin 
won the fight. A few months later Hagler would 
decisively defeat Seales in a rematch. 

The other big victories for Hagler at that time 
were over Dornell Wigfall and Johnny Baldwin. 
It would be in the third year of his career that he 
would been traveling to Philadelphia to take on 
very solid opponents.

While Marvin was stepping in with some of the 
best around at the time, the division couldn’t 
compare to the one Charles was fighting in dur-
ing the early 1940s. 

What would have happened if these two young 
middleweights fought at that period in their 
careers? Both would be about the same age with 
similar experience as far as the number of fights 
they had, but Charles’ opposition was definitely 
superior.

I think the fact that a 20-year-old Charles was 
able to so clearly beat the more experienced and 
legendary Charley Burley, not once, but twice, 
would weigh heavily in his favor. 

While Marvin was not ducking anyone, there 
just wasn’t the same depth to the division and 
quality of opponents available in the early 1970s 
when compared to the early 1940s. 

Given all that, it sure would have been some-
thing to walk into a local arena to see two young 
middleweights, one named Charles and one 
named Hagler face off against each other.

There they were figuratively 
passing each other, if not liter-
ally then at least symbolically 
in the skies above America 
on December 1, 2005 as their 
respective winged aircraft car-
ried them in opposite directions 
from one coast to another.

Going west to the San Jose 
Sharks was Joe Thornton, who 
had been selected as the num-
ber one overall pick in the 1997 
NHL Draft by the Boston Bruins. 
That’s right. Of the 246 players 
selected over the course of nine 
rounds his name had been the 
first to be called, the leader of a 
select group of top flight ama-
teur hockey players. A dream 
fulfilled. Coming east to the 
Bruins was Marco Sturm, who 
would play for the B’s for a few 
years before recenly returning to 
take over as head coach of the 
historic franchise.

Yours truly wil l  always 
remember that Bruins media 
day in September, 1997 as 
18-year-old Joe Thornton stood 
right next to the embodiment of 
the franchise — veteran defen-
seman Ray Bourque — a man 
old enough to be his father.

It was as if there was a gen-
erational passing of the torch 
so to speak. Representatives of 
major media outlets through-
out New England immediately 
ordained Thornton as not only 
the future of the franchise but 
also the savior of it — the one 
who would end the decades of 
futility in Boston’s quest for a 
Stanley Cup, leading the way 
in bringing hockey’s cherished 
chalice back to Causeway Street 
for the first time since 1972.

All this they expected from a 
teenager who had yet to play his 
first shift in an NHL preseason 
game. Of course, such lofty 
flights of fantasy were doomed 
to go unfulfilled and with them 
an uncomfortable reality.

Joe Thornton was expected 
to be the savior of the franchise 
right out of the box — no windup 
needed. Just put him on the ice 
and let him go.

He was a very respectable 
player, one that any team would 
want. He eventually became the 
captain of the Bruins and led 
the team in scoring.

All that came to a screech-
ing halt on November 30, 2005 
when then GM Mike O’Connell 
traded Thornton to the San 
Jose Sharks for three for-
wards–including Marco Sturm. 
Thornton immediately fit in with 
his new team, playing 14 sea-
sons with the Sharks, including 
a trip to the 2016 Stanley Cup 
Final.

The change would be good for 
Sturm as well. While playing for 

the Bruins he became friends 
with front office executive Don 
Sweeney, now the team’s GM, 
as well as Cam Neely. The for-
mer B’s forward was appointed 
vice president of the Bruins 
in September, 2007 and was 
elevated to president of the fran-
chise in June, 2010.

Thus, the timing of the trans-
action proved to be fortuitous 
for Sturm since he had known 
two of the people involved in his 
hiring as Bruins head coach for 
two decades.

While Sturm was a very good 
player, drafted 21st overall in 
the 1996 NHL Draft, he did not 
have the pressure on him that 
Thornton did. He was allowed 
to develop naturally and his 
career ended because of a series 
of injuries.

Both Thornton and Sturm 
share a commonality. They 
missed winning the 2011 
Stanley Cup with the B’s. When 
Thornton was traded away on 
that last night of November in 
2007, it would only be about 
three and a half years until the 
B’s won the Cup. When Sturm 
was traded to Los Angeles in 
December 2010, he missed the 
2011 Cup by only half a season.

Back when he first arrived 
in the Hub as a new member 
of the B’s, Sturm indicated he 
found the going a bit rough. At 
his opening press conference 
as head coach he alluded to 
it when he said: “When I got 
traded it was not my fault. It was 
difficult because everyone loved 
Joe (Thornton). When I got here 
it was difficult. I am not going to 
lie. It was a little painful. I mean 
as soon as you read the paper 
or went on social media or went 
out on the street people would 
let you know. But it also pushed 
you, especially when Claude 
Julien took over.”

As for the near future and next 
season Sturm said he would 
prefer not to think too far ahead. 
He indicated that the pressure is 
on to have a winning team but 
he sees that as an ongoing pro-
cess, starting with the 2025 NHL 
Draft, continuing on into the 
upcoming Development Camp 
and then being fully prepared 
for the opening of training camp 
in September.

Sweeney indicated that Sturm 
was one of 14 candidates con-
sidered for the position. Whether 
he will wind up being the right 
one to lead the Bruins back to 
their winning ways remains 
to be determined. A complete 
season with hopefully a roster 
minimally impacted by injuries 
should reveal a good deal over 
the course of the 2025-2026 
campaign.
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