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will be conducting its ‘Memorial Day” tradition as follows:

MEMORIAL DAY
MONDAY, MAY 26, 2025

11:00 - 11:45 a.m. 
Paul Revere Mall (Prado),

Hanover Street, Boston, North End
near the PAUL REVERE STATUE and at the

MEMORIAL GARDEN behind the Old North Church

Memorial Day 2025
VFW North End Post 144

MEMORIAL REMEMBERANCE SERVICES:
Members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) North End Post 144 will 

conduct its annual Memorial Services to honor and remember the fallen 
heroes of the North End who served in World Wars I & II, Korean War, 
Vietnam War, and more recents wars.
Following the ceremonies, Veterans will attend Mass at Saint Leonard Church 
on Hanover Street at 12:00 P.M.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND

It seems the city council finds 
Boston’s traditional voting sys-
tem out of date, instead voting 
to replace it with a ranked-
choice voting system that would 
require voters rank multiple 
candidates by order of prefer-
ence rather than cast a single 
vote for their top choice. Anyone 
confused? I guarantee you are 
not alone.

After a fairly lengthy debate 
last Wednesday, the council 
voted by an 8-4 margin to fully 
revamp the city’s long standing 
election system. Mayor Michelle 
Wu has expressed her support 
and made clear she will sign 
the home rule petition. The next 
stop would be the State House. 
If state lawmakers approve the 
petition and the governor signs 
it, the city voters would still 
need to approve it in the form 
of ballot referendum question.

If ranked-choice is successful 
through each of these phases, 
it would be implemented for 
the 2028 or 2029 city council 
and mayoral elections, at the 
earliest, according to District 1 
City Councilor Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata, who chaired the hear-
ings on this petition.

Leading the way on this peti-
tion was Council President 
Ruthzee Louijeune along with 

Boston City Council Passes a
Home Rule Petition Supporting Ranked Choice Voting

Mayor Wu is on Board
by Patti Sartori

co-sponsors and At-Large 
Councilors Julia Mejia and 
Henry Santana. “This is an 
exciting day for the City of 
Boston, so it’s an exciting day 
for democracy and for what it 
looks like to bring people closer 
to democracy. We know ranked-
choice voting works and it’s 
straightforward. This is about 
making sure that we are build-
ing a better democracy by elect-
ing candidates who are able to 
build a broad majority of sup-
port, who are not just speaking 
to their base, who are not just 
speaking to extremists, but who 
are doing the work necessary 
to build broad coalitions, and 
to represent everyone,” stated 
Council President Louijeune. 

The petition was opposed 
by the more moderate fac-
tion of the body Councilors 
John Fitzgerald, Ed Flynn, Erin 
Murphy and unexpectedly by 
one of the progressive members, 
Sharon Durkan. Flynn and 
Murphy expressed skepticism, 
believing ranked-choice voting 
would introduce unnecessary 
complexity to the process, con-
fusing voters, especially seniors 
and those whose first language 
isn’t English. 

Flynn also made reference to 
the status of the city’s Election 

Department which is currently 
under state receivership since 
its failures in the fall 2024 
elections. “I don’t want to set 
us up for failure. That’s what 
we’re doing when we vote to 
implement ranked-choice vot-
ing. Yes, there’s an election 
coming up. Yes, people want to 
support ranked-choice voting. It 
helps them politically. I under-
stand that, but at some point, 
we have to do what’s best for 
the residents of Boston, and to 
provide them with the positive 
leadership that they elected us 
to do. We know this system is 
going to fail,” stated Flynn.

Councilor Durkan noted the 
complication of ranked-choice 
voting and believes that even 
with the Council’s approval, 
there still is not the appetite 
or support for the petition on 
Beacon Hill. “This has no future 
at the State House,” Durkan 
said, according to two state 
lawmakers who represent parts 
of her district in Back Bay and 
Beacon Hill.

A 2020 ballot question imple-
menting a statewide ranked-
choice voting system failed by 
a 55% to 45% margin. Council 
supporters are hinging their 

Memorial Day, observed annu-
ally on the last Monday of May, 
is a solemn and sacred day in 
the United States, dedicated to 
remembering and honoring the 
men and women of the armed 
forces who made the ultimate 
sacrifice in service to their coun-
try. While its primary focus is 
on those who died in military 
service, it’s also an important 
time to reflect on the legacy of 
U.S. Veterans, especially in the 
nations where they fought, pro-
tected and helped rebuild. Their 
sacrifices deserve not only recog-
nition from Americans but also 
a sincere debt of gratitude from 
countries where their service 
brought security and freedom. 

The U.S. military has played 
a critical role in major conflicts 
across the globe, from World 
War I and World War II to Korea, 
Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan. 
In each of these engagements, 
American service members 
risked, and too often gave their 

U.S. Veterans Deserve to be
Honored on Memorial Day

by America and the other Nations they Defended!
by Patti Sartori

lives to countries far from home, 
guided by the belief in defend-
ing not only their homeland but 
the rights and safety of others. 
The presence of U.S. forces 
has often meant the differ-
ence between dictatorship and 
liberty for many countries and 
their citizens.

The impact of the U.S. mili-
tary service extends far beyond 
American borders. In Europe, 
the liberation of France, Poland 
and other nations during World 
War II was made possible by 
the massive commitment and 
sacrifice of American forces. In 
South Korea, the presence of 
U.S. troops helped preserve a 
democratic society in the face 
of aggression from the North. 
These actions protected lives, 
values and nations across the 
globe. So it is a moral obliga-
tion for countries who benefited 
from U.S. military service to 
recognize and honor those vet-
erans, especially on a day like 

Memorial Day. Ceremonies at 
American cemeteries overseas, 
and other tributes should be 
a given. These acts of remem-
brance by foreign citizens are 
powerful gestures of respect.

Honoring veterans is about 
valuing sacrifice, resilience 
and the common goal of peace. 
When other countries take part 
in honoring U.S. veterans, it 
strengthens a shared diplomacy 
and sense of gratitude. It also 
provides younger generations, 
both in the U.S. and interna-
tionally, the opportunity to 
learns the lessons of history

The responsibility to honor 
veterans, particularly on 
Memorial Day, shouldn’t rest 
solely with Americans, it is a 
shared duty. Just as these ser-
vice members defended lands 
across continents and oceans, 
the remembrance of their brav-
ery should also carry across the 
globe. Their legacy belongs to 
the world they helped to protect. 

Downtown Office Buildings Have Been 
Approved for Housing Conversion

The owner of two downtown office buildings that have 
been approved for conversion to housing is looking for 
other investors to make the transformation happen. In 
a key test of the appetite to fund residential conversions 
downtown, Billerica-based real estate firm KS Partners 
has tapped real estate brokerage CBRE to market 
15 Court Square and 85 Devonshire Street in Boston 
to investors or developer partners. KS plans to stay 
involved in the project. The Boston Planning and 
Development Agency board has approved plans 
to convert the downtown offices into a combined 
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The War of the Titans
The “Titanomachia,” or War of 

the Titans, was brought about 
mainly because of the attitude 
that Cronus had developed 
toward his sons and daugh-
ters. We remember Cronus as 
the leader of the Titans who 
swallowed the first five of his 
six children at birth because 
he was warned that he would 
be overthrown by one of his 
offspring. Zeus, the sixth child, 
was not swallowed because a 
large stone was substituted 
in his stead. Later Zeus suc-
ceeded in getting Cronus to 
drink a potion which contained 
a powerful emetic. This caused 
the stone to become disgorged, 
and it was followed by the five 
brothers and sisters of Zeus. 
Opposition to the rule of the 
Titans was started by Zeus, 
who convened a meeting on 
Mt. Olympus. He announced 
that anyone who aided him in 
overthrowing the Titans would 
be permitted to reign as a god 
until the end of time.

Styx, a goddess who dwelt in 
a lofty grotto at the entrance to 
Hades, was the first to pledge 
her support of Zeus. She also 
pledged the support of her four 
children, whose names were Bia 
(Force), Cratos (Strength), Nike 

(Victory), and Zelus (Emulation). 
Prometheus (the savior of man-
kind) aligned himself with Zeus, 
as did all of the Olympian gods. 

All of the Titans except 
Oceanus supported Cronus. 
They took their position in the 
Othrys Mountains of Southern 
Thessaly and the forces of Zeus 
occupied Mt. Olympus, about 
fifty miles to the north. The 
broad plain between these two 
mountains became the scene of 

A first century AD head of 
a Cyclops from the Roman 
Colosseum

a gigantic battle which contin-
ued for ten years without either 
side gaining a victory. Finally, 
in desperation, Zeus sought 
the advice of Grandmother 
Gaea. She advised aid from 
the Hecatoncheires (hundred-
handed monsters) and the 
Cyclopes whom Cronus had 
previously imprisoned in the 
dungeons of Hades. Zeus imme-
diately went to the lower world, 
slewed the dragon that was 
guarding these dungeons and 
released the prisoners.

The liberated Gargantuan 
creatures stormed onto the 
plains; their thunder, lightning, 
and great strength provided just 
the added power that was nec-
essary to gain a victory for Zeus. 
Those defeated Titans were then 
hurled down into Hades and 
enclosed within walls of brass. 
The hundred-handed monsters 
were designated to be their 
relentless jailers for the rest of 
time. Atlas, a secondary Titan, 
was punished by being forced 
to hold the heavens upon his 
shoulders for all of eternity.

Contrary to a popular belief, 
Atlas was not required to hold 
the earth.

NEXT WEEK:
Atlas, Other Versions

In a recent mayoral forum, 
hosted by Democratic ward 
committees, the differences in 
ideology and thinking became 
more pronounced with each 
question posed to the incum-
bent mayor and her challenger. 
From transportation, to bike 
lanes, to Mass & Cass, to poten-
tial loss of federal funding, to 
taxes and budget and budget 
issues. Two opposite sides of 
the spectrum in their beliefs, 
which ultimately may provide 
the voters of Boston with two 
vastly different choices at the 
ballot box.

When asked by a moderator 
whether reducing the city’s 
dependence on cars would be a 
priority for their administration? 
Kraft was an emphatic no, stat-
ing “I think there’s a lot of folks 
in this city, I hear from them 
every day, they need their car. 
I think creating different path-
ways for transportation is great, 
whether it’s bikes, cars, improv-
ing the MBTA in the city. When 
I look at transportation though, 
I think the first thing we’ve got 
to do is to go to the basics. We 
need to fix the roads, fix the 
sidewalks, fix the potholes in 
the roads, the curbs, so people 
that walk can walk, people that 
drive can drive, people that ride 
bikes can ride bikes.”

Wu in comparison noted her 
administration would continue 
to push people, commuting to 
and from Boston, out of their 
cars. “Yes absolutely. Reducing 
dependence on cars has been 
the official policy of the city of 
Boston since Mayor Menino, 15 
plus years ago said the car is no 
longer king. We need everyone 
to have more options to get 

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu 
and Challenger Meet

in Mayoral Forum
Miles Apart in Ideology

by Patti Sartori

around safely, affordably, con-
veniently, and I’m really proud 
of the progress we’ve made.” 
The mayor also made clear that 
Kraft lacks a concrete plan on 
transportation, other than his 
sole focus on bike lanes. “That’s 
not a plan, that’s not even a 
concept of a plan,” Wu stated. 

The two candidates also hag-
gled over the city finances, 
budget , property taxes and the 
ongoing Mass and Cass issue. 
Kraft gave the city response 
to the situation an “F,” while 
Wu gave her administration an 
“incomplete.” When referenc-
ing the $300 million in federal 
funds that Boston is at risk of 
losing in FY26, Wu stated “We 
are preparing for the unplan-
nable while at the same time 
not jumping into the need to 
slash and cut from the budget. 
There are people on this stage 
right now who have said, let’s 
take a 2% cut across the board 
to city services, that when you 
tell the truth translates into fir-
ing police officers, teachers and 
other layoffs.”

Kraft hit back, “When I talk 
about savings in the budget, 
when there was a $4.6 billion 
budget and the city administra-
tion said there wasn’t a penny 
to be cut from it, I just find that 
hard to believe. I also think it’s 
disrespectful to so many citi-
zens in Boston that are making 
hard financial decisions that 
impact their families every day.”

Currently the incumbent 
Mayor is enjoying a strong lead 
in recently released polling, 
but with the election still six 
months down the road, there is 
still plenty of campaigning and 
politicking to do.

Vowing to continue their 
legal challenge of the White 
Stadium rehab, opponents 
have appealed a Supreme Court 
Judge’s ruling that dismissed 
their previous lawsuit. The 
Emerald Necklace Conservancy 
and a group of neighbors, filed 
a notice of appeal last week, 
citing the April 2 decision did 
not include a ruling on the law-
suits core argument, relating 
to parkland protections under 
state law.

The Judge ruled the sta-
dium itself is not protected by 
Article 97 of the state constitu-
tion, but opponents argue the 
court’s decision did not take 
into account the “enormous 
impact” the $200 million proj-
ect “will have on Franklin Park, 
which they believe “is indisput-
ably constitutionally protected 
parkland and recreation land.”

These protections should 
require “substantial review 
under the public park recre-
ation land protections” of the 
state constitution.

“It’s our mission to protect 
and support our public parks 
for future generations, even 
when it’s hard. This proposal 
for Franklin Park is the biggest 
change to public and in Boston 
and the Emerald Necklace in 
at least half a century, and 
it hasn’t received the thor-
ough legal vetting the public 
deserves. We are optimistic 
that the court will ultimately 
uphold the fundamental con-
stitutional protections that 
all public recreation land in 
Massachusetts depends on, and 
protect Franklin Park and pub-
lic stadiums for generations to 
come,” Karen Mauney-Brodek, 
said in a statement. 

Suffolk Superior Court Judge 
Matthew Nestor, ruled against 
the plaintiffs and their argu-
ment alleging that the city  
and Boston Unity’s proposed  
use would privat ize pro-
tected parkland in violation 
of Article 97 of the state con-
stitution, which requires a 
two-thirds approval from the 

state legislature for other uses 
of land and easements taken 
or acquired for conservation 
purposes.

The plaintiffs are relying on 
other avenues to derail the 
White Stadium rehab, including 
the plan to serve alcohol in a 
school facility, and the poten-
tial violation of the terms of the 
public trust that owns the White 
Stadium parcel.

Mayoral challenger Josh Kraft 
opposes the stadium plan, 
while Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu has been feverishly push-
ing the project while defending 
the $100 million dollar city 
obligation. “After the city’s vic-
tory at trial, we met with the 
Emerald Necklace Conservancy 
Board and once again expressed 
every desire to pursue a more 
collaborative approach for the 
good of Boston’s young people, 
Franklin Park and the larger 
community. Consequently, 
the city is disappointed and 
frustrated by this costly and 
meritless appeal, but we will not 
be deterred from delivering the 
decades-delayed White Stadium 
renovation that generations of 
Boston Public School students 
and park users deserve, and 
which is now finally under way,” 
a Wu spokesperson said in a 
statement.

Opponents of the project 
believe the rehab of White 
Stadium should result in the 
exclusive use by Boston Public 
School athletes and City of 
Boston residents. “Our tax dol-
lars fund Boston city services, 
and it’s not fair to use our 
money for this for-profit soccer 
plan,” offered Jean McGuire, 
former school committee mem-
ber, neighbor and community 
leader.

White Stadium Opponents Continue the Fight
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What will be the future use of the shuttered District 7 
Police Station and what are your thoughts over that recent 
planning board community meeting searching for ideas on 
the future use of this 1912 historic building? With the old 
police station attached structurally to the hip of a still active 
courthouse, what developer would be willing to bid for this 
old building? Any plans for the use of this building must be 
seen as tied to the use of the old courthouse too when a new 
courthouse replaces it.

Many community groups want a voice in what happens 
to the police house. They seek to make this structure a new 
community-wide resource center of sorts. However, do any of 
these community groups have the finances to do the major 
reconstruction of a decaying 1912 building? The exterior of 
the building belies what is happening in the interior. The 
building is crumbling. Plumbing, electrical, lead paint and 
asbestos problems are just the beginning of a very expensive 
project. Are there any developers out there willing to spend 
big bucks to create a profitable project at this site? Can any 
number of community organizations come up with the capital 
investment to do anything to reuse a piece of East Boston’s 
history that lives inside this old police station? 

Everyone seems positive about keeping this building a 
community resource but is such a proposal viable? Finally, 
knowing that the crumbling courthouse next door is still open 
for business; what will happen to the old courthouse? 

I think it is time for the entire voice of this community to 
get involved in the future of the old police station. Can it be 
turned into affordable workforce housing? Can it become a 
community center where local organizations can work together 
and create a place that strengthens all of us? How much 
would that price tag be?

East Boston has a chance here to make a positive state-
ment on our community’s future. The next public meeting will  
be held sometime later this summer. Let us keep thinking 
what to do here at this site on Meridian Street and have a 
voice in what is to come here and how will the future use 
improve the quality of life of this community of ours. Stay 
in contact with all of our elected officials. Remember we are 
the government. Our elected officials work for us. Members 
of the planning board work for us. We’re in charge. Don’t be 
afraid to use your voice, speak out loudly, speak out clearly 
and speak out boldly. Something will be created at the site 
of this old police house, let’s make sure we play our role in 
what that is.

What is the Future of the
Shuttered District 7 Police Station?

by Sal Giarratani

(L-R): State Representative Aaron Michlewitz, 
Maria Michlewitz, Vincenzo Scibelli and Nancy 
Meredith of NEW Health

(L-R): Tia Bruno, Vincent Colafella, Christine 
Fiore, Jason Aluia and Talia Thacher

(L-R): Barbara Coppola D’Ambrosio, District 
1 City Councilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata, 
Francine Capodilupo Gannon, State Senator 
Lydia Edwards and Samantha Peracchi

(L-R): Daria Dellorfano, Anne Antdormi, 
Michele Gallarelli and Janine Coppola

(L-R): Boston Police Cadet Gregory Mogene, Area A-1 Community Service Officer Frank Ciampa, 
Kathy Carangelo, Maria Lanza, Karen D’Amico Ann Fitzgerald, Olivia Scimeca, John Pregmon, 
Ciara D’Amico, Frank DePasquale and Daniel Coakley

(L-R): North End Cares Board Members John 
Pregmon, Ann Fitzgerald, Karen D’Amico, 
Kathy Carangelo, Maria Lanza, Olivia Scimeca, 
Ciara D’Amico and Daniel Coakley (Missing 
are Area A-1 Community Service Office Frank 
Ciampa and Michael Giannasoli)

Sharna Giannasoli and dad Michael “Fudd” 
Giannasoli

It was a who’s who at Umbria the other eve-
ning as so many generous North End residents, 
community leaders and elected officials came 
together to support North End Cares in their 
annual fund-raiser. All monies raised at this 
event will fund various activities throughout the 
year, including an Easter activity, Halloween 
celebration, National Night Out entertainment, 
sandwiches and snacks for the annual harbor 
boat cruise, movie night, bingo, coordination and 
facilitation of scholarships to local public and 
private schools, basketball bonanza, donation 
toward Eliot School backpacks and discounted 
Italian Night at the Red Sox tickets.

There were beautiful raffle prizes, includ-
ing elaborate gift baskets and a chance to win 
a week’s stay in Martha’s Vineyard. It was a 
wonderful opportunity to support an organiza- 
tion that works hard all year planning and  
hosting events for families, seniors and the  
youth of the community. And of course a huge 
shout out and thank you to Frank DePasquale 
for hosting the event at Umbria. North End Cares 
is very fortunate to be a recipient of Frank’s 
generosity. 

The North End Cares board members wish to 
thank all who attended and donated. They are 
grateful for your continued support.

NORTH END CARES
Holds Second Annual Fundraiser
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L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore
The Start of Summer, Simple and Sunny

by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz THINKING
by Sal Giarratani

OUT LOUD

Too Many Democrats Have Gone Pazzo
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As I read the news concerning 
three U.S. Congress members 
and the Newark city mayor also 
running for New Jersey gover-
nor, I had to laugh at this latest 
political stunt by members of the 
Democrat Party. Looking at the 
photos and video of this outland-
ish action on the part of elected 
leaders it is as plain lunacy as 
they played to the camera. 

How can Democrats repre-
senting the people of New Jersey 
in Congress think that storming 
a federal immigration detention 
center isn’t anything but a par-
tisan stunt?

Getting into the faces of fed-
eral agents trying to elbow their 
way through to the gates at a 
detention center housing some 
of the most dangerous migrants, 
gang members, killers and rap-
ists; why aren’t these politicians 
worried about the public safety 

of those who elected them into 
office? Whose side are they on?

There is no excuse for body-
slamming federal agents as 
is viewed on video. There is 
no excuse for assaulting law 
enforcement agents. Members 
of Congress and city mayors 
are not above the law. The 
charge that these politicians 
were roughed up by federal 
agents for trying to “conduct 
lawful congressional oversight” 
is so absurd. 

What is the difference between 
what just happened in New 
Jersey and what happened 
back on January 6, 2021? The 
confrontation at that detention 
center last week was clearly 
an insurrection and actually 
worse than January 6, 2021 
because “in this latest inci-
dent, elected officials were the 
insurrectionists.

I can feel hope and freedom 
crackling through the air, waft-
ing through the bright green 
leaves that wave in the trees. I 
can taste the succulent flavors 
of a summer day whenever I 
bite into a tart strawberry or the 
creamy piece of a rhubarb cake, 
leaping like sunshine in my 
mouth. An electric sort of antici-
pation runs through my body as 
warm air drifts in through the 
window of my classroom and I 
eagerly count how many days 
are left until the school year 
ends. Summer feels especially 
palpable this week because 
Monday is Memorial Day — 
perhaps there are no more 
relaxing words in the English 
language than “long weekend.” 
Memorial Day is a holiday that 
reminds me of many wonderful 
sensations simultaneously: the 
sticky-sweet smell of barbe-
cue, evening sunlight peeking 
through green trees, the laugh-
ter of family and neighbors at 
cookouts, an American flag 
waving in the breeze. Besides 
Memorial Day, this week also 
hosts another summer holiday, 
Ascension Day, which is widely 
celebrated in Italy. Collectively, 
these holidays introduce the 
bright, long days of summer 
with communal gatherings and 
friendly traditions.

Memorial Day arrives this 
year on the 26th of May. A 
patriotic holiday, Memorial Day 
differs from the height-of-sum-
mer fanfare that characterizes 
the Fourth of July. Instead, it 
focuses more on reflection and 
the intimate gatherings of family 
and friends. There is a sense of 
hope and renewed expectation 
on Memorial Day, as people step 
out into the summer for the first 
time, shedding away their cares 
as they enjoy the warm breezes 
that ruffle the leaves and the 
glowing sunshine. Memorial 
Day always reminds me of 
images of vintage Americana: 
blueberry pies sitting on check-
ered tablecloths, flags gently 

waving in the breeze, the curl 
of smoke rising above a bar-
becue grill, umbrellas dotting 
the bright-blue ocean shore. 
The long weekend of Memorial 
Day has long been considered 
the unofficial start of summer, 
when people emerge to take 
their vacations and a relaxed 
sense of joy permeates the air. 
However, it is also important 
to remember the true meaning 
of Memorial Day: that all of 
these summer joys we take for 
granted would not be possible 
without the brave sacrifice of 
the men and women who died 
for our country. I remember 
spending a quiet Memorial 
Day weekend evening watch-
ing incandescent green-gold 
fireflies blink in and out of the 
dark trees in my backyard, 
while the melodious notes of a 
classic rock song played from 
some far-off barbecue. This 
moment epitomized both the 
simple summer pleasures and 
the nostalgic sense of memory 
that typify this holiday. This 
Memorial Day, I plan to spend 
time with my family, eating 
my corn pudding and a sum-
mer fruit crisp full of peaches 
and cherries. As I experience 
the delights of the season, I 
will remember to be grateful to 
those whose courage paved the 
way for the very freedoms I am 
enjoying. 

Three days later, on May 
29th, the people in Italy will cel-
ebrate Ascension Day, or Festa 
dell’Ascensione. Part of the 
Easter festivities, this holiday 
falls 40 days after Easter and 
commemorates the day Jesus 
ascended into Heaven. Like 
all Italian holidays, Ascension 
Day is associated with a num-
ber of folkloristic traditions. 
According to some of my father’s 
research, the customary food of 
Ascension Day is milk, because 
it is believed to absorb the magi-
cal properties of the day and 
acquire purifying abilities. This 
reminds me of a Jewish spring 

holiday, Shavuot, which honors 
the day God gave the Torah to 
Israel and is also celebrated 
with eating dairy-based foods. 
Ascension Day also hosts the 
Festa del Grillo, or Cricket 
Festival, in Florence. During 
this festival, children buy cages 
with pictures of crickets or toy 
crickets inside. As symbols of 
the natural world, the cricket 
is thought to bring good luck. 
Another popular saying in Italy 
warns against doing any sort of 
work on Ascension Day, as it is 
considered a day too holy to be 
marked by labor. All of these 
folk customs, therefore, offer a 
view into the values that charac-
terize Italy during summer. The 
use of milk and crickets speak 
to a sense of gratitude for the 
coming of this new season and 
the health of livestock, while 
the ancient prohibition against 
work signifies the importance 
of Easter as a time of hope 
and renewal in Italian culture. 
Italian Ascension Day traditions 
encapsulate why I love holidays 
so much, as it offers a respite 
from everyday life, celebrates 
the universal enthusiasm for 
warm weather and vibrates with 
unique folklore. 

This week, Memorial Day and 
Ascension Day both provide 
ample opportunities to revel 
in the summer weather. Enjoy 
a cookout or stroll by the cool 
waters of the ocean, pack a pic-
nic to eat under the shade, or 
bite into a juicy ripe strawberry. 
No matter how you choose 
to celebrate, remember that 
summer is a season character-
ized by vibrant life. Similarly, 
approach all your days with 
the same gusto and optimism 
as you would a long weekend. 
If it is one thing that summer 
teaches us, with its shimmering 
sunlight and crowns of vegeta-
tion waving gaily through the 
trees, it is that there is always 
room in life for joy, nature and 
love.

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz 
is a high school history teacher. 
She appreciates any comments 
and suggestions about Italian 
ho l idays and fo lk lore  a t 
adicenso89@gmail.com.

President Trump was greeted 
like royalty and treated like a 
sheik during his recent four-
day trip to the Middle East. 
Beginning with fighter jet escorts 
of Air Force One as it entered 
Saudi Arabia airspace, to opu-
lent gold emblazoned palaces, 
to a parade of camels and even 
the streaming of YMCA. It was 
exactly the type of greeting and 
welcome that President Trump 
relishes.

President Trump said his 
focus on his overseas trip was 
on securing deals for the United 
States, and the Gulf states 
obliged. There were numer-
ous financial agreements and 
deals struck between the United 
States, Saudi Arabia, Quatar 
and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), including Quatar’s state 
backed airline agreeing to  
purchase Boeing jets, Quatar 
taking billions in U.S. arms, UAE 
building an artificial intelligence 
campus, Saudi Arabia investing 
in medical military research and 
many other deals on oil.

However it is Quatar’s gift 
of a 747 airplane to President 
Trump, as a replacement of 
Air Force One, that has drawn 
the most attention and criti-
cism, from members of both the 

President Trump
Treated Like a Sheik

During Visit to Arab Nations
left and right political parties. 
Valued over $400 million dol-
lars, it is believed to be a “flying 
palace.” Trump said is a gift to 
the Defense Department, but it 
would be decommissioned at the 
end of Trump’s term and be sent 
to his presidential library. 

Accepting the airplane as a 
gift may violate the Emoluments 
Clause of the Constitution that 
bars such gifts from foreign lead-
ers, not to mention the strong 
pushback he is receiving from 
members of his own party.

While it may not be considered 
a lavish gift or in the same cate-
gory as an airplane, the leader of 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, bestowed 
upon Donald Trump, the Order 
of Zayed, his country’s highest 
civilian honor. “In recognition 
of President Donald Trump’s 
exceptional efforts to strengthen 
the longstanding ties of friend-
ship and strategic partnership 
between UAE and the U.S.A. 
“I am honored to announce 
that his highness bestows the 
order of Zayed upon President 
Trump,” a woman’s voice rang 
out just before Trump was pre-
sented the award. The honor 
is traditionally bestowed upon 
world leaders and heads of state.

Trump arrived in the UAE for 
the final stop on his Middle East 
trip, in a visit that marked the 
first time a U.S. president has 
traveled to the nation in almost 
20 years. The UAE pledged a 
$1.4 trillion dollar investment 
in the U.S. economy over the 
next decade through Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) infrastructure, 
semiconductor, energy and 
American manufacturing ini-
tiatives, including a plan to 
nearly double U.S. aluminum 
production by investing in a 
new smelter for the first time in 
nearly 35 years.

If Trump was in the region to 
make deals, sign agreements 
and forge strong relationships 
with the Arab’s leaders, it seems 
his trip will be deemed quite suc-
cessful for all the countries and 
their leaders.

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston 
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under the 
provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following 
vehicles on or after June 09, 2025 by 
public or private sale to satisfy a lien 
for towing, storage, and all other fees 
due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 05/16, 05/23, 05/30/2025

2014 RAM 1500 
Vin # 1C6RR7MT8ES324830

2008 INFINITI G35 
Vin # JNKBV61E08M201956

2009 HONDA CIVIC 
Vin # 2HGFG12949H512863

2012 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY 
Vin # 2C4RC1BGXCR313503

2003 FORD FOCUS 
Vin # 1FAFP34PX3W249881

DIAMONDS
ROLEX

ESTATE JEWELRY
Bought & Sold
Jewelers Exch. Bldg. 

Jim (617) 263-7766

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston 
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under the 
provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following 
vehicles on or after June 02, 2025 by 
public or private sale to satisfy a lien 
for towing, storage, and all other fees 
due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 05/09, 05/16, 05/23/2025

2014 SUBARU LEGACY 
Vin # 4S3BMBN61E3024688

2005 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
Vin # 1J4HR48N85C518860

2015 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN 
Vin # 1GNSKJKC0FR301458

2015 MINI PACEMAN 
Vin # WMWSS7C50FWS44706

2010 HONDA CRV 
Vin # 5J6RE4H59AL085219

2006 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER 
Vin # 3A4FY58B46T362232
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Bricco
Boutique ItalianCuisine

241 Hanover St. • 617.248.6800

Maré
Seafood & Oyster Bar

135 Richmond St. • 617.723.MARE

Quattro
Grill, Rosticceria & Pizzeria
266 Hanover St. 617.720.0444

AquaPazza
Oyster Bar & Italian Kitchen

135 Richmond St. • 857-350-3105

Trattoria Il Panino
Boston’s 1st Original Trattoria
11 Parmenter St. • 617.720.1336

Assaggio
Positano Cuisine Restaurant • Lounge

29 Prince St. Boston • 617-865-1265

Umbria
Steakhouse & mia Roof Deck
250 Hanover St. • 617-868-1265 

Dolce
Italian Cafe with 33 Flavors of Tiramisu

272 Hanover St.

umbria
Italian steakhouse

& mia
              ROOF DECK

Boston Harborfest, one of the country’s larg-
est Fourth of July festivals, returns to Boston 
Harbor and Downtown Boston for its 43rd edi-
tion July 2nd-4th. The long-running festival, 
celebrating Boston’s revolutionary history and its 
everyday vibrancy will feature dozens of events  
and activities including live entertainment,  
historical re-enactments, fireworks, and more. 
The latest event schedule is now available at 
www.bostonharborfest.com. 

The festivities begin Wednesday, July 2nd  
at 12:00 p.m. in Downtown Boston with the 
official Boston Harborfest Kickoff Ceremony, 
which will feature a cake-cutting and salute. 
Music, re-enactors, and events will fill Boston 
that afternoon and the following two days, includ-
ing live entertainment at Christopher Columbus 
Park on July 2nd and 3rd. 

“We’re thrilled to collaborate with the City of 
Boston, Meet Boston, the Downtown Boston 
Alliance (DBA) and many other groups to host one 
of the largest annual events in the city calendar,” 
said Dusty Rhodes, president of Conventures 
and organizer of Harborfest. “We’re so excited to 
see residents and visitors once again celebrate 

Returns for its 43rd Edition

July 2nd – 4th

Entertainment, parades,
and historic re-enactments

eturn to beloved
Fourth of July festival

together in Boston, especially as we look forward 
to other major events happening in 2026.” 

Harborfest will feature three days of access 
to the Freedom Trail, free concerts and pro-
gramming both in Downtown Boston and at 
Christopher Columbus Park, and fireworks over 
Boston Harbor on July 2. Additionally, the U.S. 
Navy Band Northeast will perform a pre-fireworks 
concert at Christopher Columbus Park, and the 
USS Donald Cook will be open for public tours 
while tied up in Boston’s Seaport. New for 2025, 
the Innovation Trail will offer ticketed access to 
the Museum of Innovation in Communications 
as part of a “hidden history” tour.

On Friday, July 4, the City of Boston’s 249th 
Independence Day Celebration will step off from 
City Hall Plaza and process through Granary 
Burial Ground and the Old State House for a 
reading of the Declaration of Independence. 

For more Harborfest information and a com-
plete list of activities, please visit www.boston-
harborfest.com, and follow event updates on 
Harborfest’s Facebook page, @BOSHarborfest on 
X, @bostonharborfest on Instagram, or follow the 
conversation using #BostonHarborfest. 

The ABCD North End/West End Neighborhood Service Center 
(NE/WE NSC) is pleased to announce the opening of its newly 
upgraded drop-in computer lab, now available during regular cen-
ter hours. Outfitted with brand-new computers, the lab provides 
seniors and other NE/WE NSC clients with a modern, welcoming 
space to stay connected and engaged.

Whether you want to check email, shop online, or browse the 
web, the lab is open and easy to use. “This is wonderful for our 
clients,” said Julia Power, Director of the NE/WE NSC. “Technology 
access is more important than ever, and this new lab ensures our 
clients, especially our older adults, can stay connected, informed, 
and independent.”

Staff are available to offer basic tech support, whether you’re 
navigating a new website or learning how to attach a file. The 
upgraded lab was made possible through a generous state ear-
mark secured by State Representative Aaron Michlewitz, whose 
continued support helps make essential resources like this one 
accessible to the neighborhood.

Drop by and explore the new space — no appointment and no 
experience required!

For more info, call 617-523-8125 or visit us during open hours.

NORTH END/WEST END NSC 
Launches Upgraded

Drop-In Computer Lab
New Computers Available Thanks to 
Support from Rep. Aaron Michlewitz
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2025
NORTH END 

FESTIVAL DIRECTORY

SAN GENNARO FEAST	 September 5, 6, 7
	 Paul Revere Mall (Prado) Hanover St.	
	 Sunday Procession	 12 pm

ST. ROSALIA di PALERMO	 TBD	
	 Procession Only - North Square                     	 1 pm

JUNE
SANTA MARIA DI ANZANO 	 June 1
	 Italian Mass St. Leonard Church	 10:30 am
	 Procession –  Hanover – Prince Sts.	 1 pm

PADRE PIO PROCESSION	 June 22
	 Italian Mass St. Leonard Church	 10:30 am
	 Procession –  Hanover – Prince Sts.	 1 pm

ST. THERESA SOCIETY	 June 29
	 Mass St. Leonard Church	 10:30 am
	 Procession – Hanover – Prince Sts.	 1 pm

MADONNA DEL GRAZIE	 July 13
	 Mass St. Leonard Church	 10:30 am
	 Procession –  Hanover – Prince Sts.	 2 pm   
SAN ROCCO  	 July 20
	 Italian Mass St. Leonard Church	 10:30 am
	 Procession –  Hanover – Prince Sts.	 1 pm

ST. JOSEPH	 July 25, 26, 27 
	 Sunday Procession – Hanover – Prince Sts.	 1 pm

AUGUST

ST. AGRIPPINA	 July 31, August 1, 2, 3
	 Hanover & Battery Sts.  Opens 7 pm on Thursday	
	 Sunday Procession 	 12 noon 
MADONNA DELLA CAVA 	  August 8, 9,10
	 Hanover & Battery Sts.       Opens 7 pm on Friday	
	 Sunday Procession	 1 pm

MADONNA del SOCCORSO   August 14, 15, 16, 17
	 North, Fleet & Lewis Sts. (Fisherman’s)	
	 Sunday Procession 1 pm - Flight of the Angel 8 pm

SANTA LUCIA	 August 28		
	 Thursday, Feast & Procession 	 5 pm
	 Thacher & Endicott Sts.                                   	  

ST. ANTHONY’S FEAST	 August 29, 30, 31
	 Endicott & Thacher, N. Margin Sts.	
	 Sunday Procession	 12 pm

SEPTEMBER

ADDITIONAL ITALIAN FESTIVALS

JULY

Gloucester, MA
SAINT PETER’S FIESTA      June 25, 26, 27, 28, 29
	 Sunday Mass 10 am (Outdoor) - Procession 12 pm
	 For more details visit: http://stpetersfiesta.org/

Malden, MA
SAINT ROCCO FESTIVAL	               August 8, 9, 10
	 Pearl Street, Malden, MA
	 Sunday Procession 	 1 pm

Lawrence, MA
FEAST of the THREE SAINTS	 August 29, 30, 31
Saints Alfio, Filadelfo and Cirino
	 Common & Union Streets, Lawrence
	 Sunday Procession 	 3 pm

Cambridge Festival
SS COSMAS AND DAMIAN 100TH	 Sept. 4, 5, 6, 7
	 Sunday Procession 	 1 pm
	 Warren and Cambridge St., Cambridge

JUNE 18, 2025
6:00-8:00 PM - Bremen Street Park Amphitheatre

Join Spanish guitarist Zaira and Eastie’s 
own Soprano Sonja Tengblad for an enchant-
ing evening of classical, folk and pop music. This 
dynamic duo is bringing grace and elegance on 
the Greenway with their exquisite repertoire of 
eclectic music.

JUNE 27, 2025
7:00 – 9:00 PM - Bremen Street Park Amphitheatre

Movies on the Greenway! Our feature film will 
be Sing. Grab a picnic and a blanket and bring 
the kiddos down for outdoor cinema fun! Lots of 
treats and things for children to do.

JULY 2, 2025
6:00- 8:00 PM - Bremen Street Park Amphitheatre

Dis n Dat Band with Sista Dee, Trinidadian 
born Steel pannist. Chill out and get swept away 
with Calypso Caribbean and Afro Caribbean 
music on the Greenway.

JULY 8, 2025
6:00 – 8:00 PM - Bremen 
Street Park Amphitheatre

Salsa Dancing Night with 
Judit Gaspar of Champions 
Dance Studio.

JULY 16, 2025
6:00 – 8:00 PM - Bremen 
Street Park Amphitheatre

W o r l d  C h a m p i o n 
Accordion player Cory 
Pesaturo will perform World 
music, including Italian, 
pop, and jazz. Smooth 360 

will open up for Cory.
JULY 30, 2025

6:00 – 8:00 PM -
Bremen Street Park 

Amphitheatre
“Spa jazzy  B ig  Band 

Revival” A night of jazz clas-
sics played by Boston based 
legendary musicians. Music 
of Sinatra, Fitgerald, Herman, 

Gershwin and more.

JULY 29, 2025
6:00 – 8:00 PM - Bremen Street Park Amphitheatre

Cha- Cha Night with Judit Gaspar of 
Champions Dance Studio

AUGUST 5, 2025
6:00 – 8:00 PM - Bremen Street Park Amphitheatre

Tango Night with Judit Gaspar of Champions 
Dance Studio

AUGUST 13, 2025
6:00 – 8:00 PM - Bremen Street Park Amphitheatre

Pure Soul music from the ’70s and ’80s featur-
ing Boston’s own Jonathan Gramley. Listen to 

Summer on the Greenway
The Friends of the Mary Ellen Welch Greenway Presents

a Summer of Fun in East Boston
sounds of Luther Vandross, The Isley Brothers, 
Teddy Pendergrass and much more!

AUGUST 19, 2025
6:00 – 8:00 PM - Bremen Street Park Amphitheatre

Merengue Night with Judit Gaspar of 
Champions Dance Studio

AUGUST 20, 2025
6:00 – 8:00 PM -

Bremen Street Park Amphitheatre
“That’s Entertainment,” a musical revue. 

This exciting performance features outstanding 
Broadway show tunes and Disney hits, performed 
by a troupe of captivating young professionals 
from Riverside Theatre Works, Hyde Park. Come 
hear show medleys of George Gershwin and 
Andrew Lloyd Webber, and showstopping hits 
from A Chorus Line, Chicago, Hairspray, Disney 
favorites and more! 

AUGUST 27, 2025
6:00 – 8:00 PM - Bremen Street Park Amphitheatre

Grab a Captain’s hat and whisk yourself away 
with the smooth sounds of ’70s music, such as 
Christopher Cross, Rupert Holmes, Steely Dan, 
Doobie Brothers and much more!

POP UP EVENTS
SATURDAY, JULY 19, 2025

12:00 – 2:00 PM - Wood Island Bay Marsh 
(Overlook) 

Join Penpa Tsering for meditative, tranquil, 
nature driven sounds in the marsh area of the 
Greenway.

Tibetan artist Penpa Tsering is a master of 
his native Tibet, playing 16 of Tibet’s traditional 
musical instruments.

His mother and grandfather taught him to sing 
traditional Tibetan songs, including the healing 
songs of his family, who, for generations, have 
been nomadic farmers.

He toured the world performing Tibetan music.
Primarily self-taught on these instruments, 

Penpa’s primary instrument is the flute tyling. 
LOCATION: Wood Island Bay March on the East 

Boston Greenway Connector. 
Closest entrance is at Constitution Beach 

in Orient Heights. You may reach this area by 
entering the Greenway at any location entrances 
from Jeffries Point to Wood Island via Bremen 
Street Park. 

JULY 24, 2025
4:30 PM - (Along the Greenway)

The Greenway is hosting Pop up Music along 
the Greenway with local East Boston talent!

Brian Gannon at the Blue Caboose (Entrance 
on Bremen Street, in Jeffries Point, cross street 

Marginal Street)
Mario Santiago at Airport T 

Station (Entrance at Bremen 
and Brooks Street)

Nick Grondin at Wood Island 
T Station (behind T station 
along the Greenway, entrance 
at the connector via the East 
Boston Public Library)

For more information log onto
www.maryellenwelchgreenway.org

Zaira Sonja Tenglbad

Nick Grondin

Corey Pesaturo

Christopher and 
Holly Latin

Happy Birthday

Rosemary 

McAuliffe -

May 24, 2025

Wishing you aWishing you a

beautiful daybeautiful day

filled with happiness!filled with happiness!
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by Bennett Molinari & Richard Molinari

Ieri e Oggi
Yesterday & Today

a column of past and current events

Jacques Cousteau

The North End Library’s 60th 
Anniversary was recognized by 
elected officials and community 
members with a celebratory gath-
ering last Wednesday evening. 
On hand to offer congratulatory 
remarks and Proclamations 
were State Representative 
Aaron Michlewitz, who fondly 
remembered spending many 
days at the local library while 
growing up in the North end, 
and District 1 City Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta Zapata, who 
noted that a library is more than 
just a place to read books, but 
rather an opportunity to foster 
community engagement while 
sparking interest in so many 
aspects of learning.

North End Library
Celebrates 60 Years!

It was a lovely opportunity to 
mark the 60th anniversary and 
the vital role the North End 
branch library has played and 

Magdalene was born in 1611 
near Nagasaki, she was the 
daughter of a Christian couple. 
Her father and mother were 
martyred about 1620. With 
the arrival of the Augustinian 
Order in 1623, Magdalene 
served as an interpreter for the 
friars Francis of Jesus Terrero 
and Vincent of Saint Anthony 
Simoens. In 1625, she became 
a tertiary of the Augustinian 
Recollects order

Magdalene taught catechism 
to the young, sought alms for 
the poor, and encouraged the 
people in times of persecution. 
In 1632, the two Augustinian 
friars, who had been her spiri-
tual counselors, were burned 
alive. After her counselors mar-
tyrdom, she apprenticed herself 
to two other Augustinians, 
Melchior of Saint Augustine and 
Martin of Saint Nicholas. When 
these two friars were also put to 
death, she turned to Giordano 
Ansaloni de San Esteban, a 
Dominican.

Saint Magdalene of Nagasaki
by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

In 1629, she sought refuge 
with other Christians in the 
hills of Nagasaki, where she 
baptized the young and visited 
the sick.

Seeing so many apostatize, 
sometime later, attired in her 
Augustinian habit, Magdalene 
turned herself into the authori-
ties and declared herself a fol-
lower of Jesus Christ. At age 23, 
she died on October 15, 1634, 
after thirteen days of torture, 
suffocated to death and sus-
pended upside down in a pit. 
The pit was filled with water and 
she drowned.

After death, her body was cre-
mated and her ashes scattered 
in Nagasaki Bay.

She was beatified by Pope 
John Paul II on February 18, 
1981, in Manila, and canonized 
on October 18, 1987, at Vatican 
City among the 16 Martyrs of 
Japan.

The Feast day of  Saint 
Magdalen of  Nagasaki  is 
September 28th.

continues to play in the neigh-
borhood for all age groups. A 
huge thank you to Head librar-
ian Catherine Halpin and the 
incredibly dedicated staff of the 
library, along with the Friends 
of the North End Library, for 
their continued commitment in 
ensuring the community is well 
read, informed, and welcomed 
whenever we walk through its 
doors. 

Also, a note of thanks to the 
Stop & Shop in Medford for 
donating the beautiful cake 
(initiated by Rita Pagliuca) and 
to the North End’s own Side 
Car, 350 Commercial Street, 
for the donation of the delicious 
refreshments.

North End library staff, elected officials and Friends of the North End library members come 
together to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the library. Back row (l to r) Mari McCullough, 
Robyn Reed, John O’Reilly, Ashley Runnals, State Representative Aaron Michlewitz, Rita 
Pagliuca, Head librarian Catherine Halpin, and District 1 City Councilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata. 
Kneeling in front (l to r) Deputy Director of the Mayor’s Office of neighborhood Services Ciara 
D’Amico, Sadie Wolfe and Casey Abbott

A beautifully decorated 
cake celebrating the 60th 
Anniversary of the North 
End branch library donated 
by Stop & Shop in Medford 
(initiated by Rita Pagliuca)

Cousteau was born on 11 June 1910, in 
Saint-André-de-Cubzac, Gironde, France, to 
Daniel and Élisabeth Cousteau. He had one 
brother, Pierre-Antoine. Cousteau completed 
his preparatory studies at the Collège Stanislas 
in Paris. In 1930, he entered the École navale 
and graduated as a gunnery officer. However, 
an automobile accident, which broke both his 
arms, cut short his career in naval aviation. 

The accident forced Cousteau to change his 
plans to become a naval pilot, so he then indulged his passion 
for the ocean.

In Toulon, where he was serving on the Condorcet, Cousteau 
carried out his first underwater experiments, thanks to his friend 
Philippe Tailliez who in 1936 lent him some Fernez underwater 
goggles, predecessors of modern swimming goggles. Cousteau 
also belonged to the information service of the French Navy, and 
was sent on missions to Shanghai and Japan (1935–1938) and 
in the USSR (1939).

On July 12, 1937, he married Simone Melchior, his business 
partner, with whom he had two sons, Jean-Michel (born 1938) 
and Philippe (1940–1979). His sons took part in the adventures 
of the Calypso. In 1991, six months after his wife Simone’s death 
from cancer, he married Francine Triplet. They had a daughter 
Diane Cousteau and a son, Pierre-Yves Cousteau.

Cousteau co-invented the aqualung, a self-contained under-
water breathing apparatus, which revolutionized deep-sea diving 
and made it possible for divers to explore the depths of the ocean 
more extensively. He co-authored “The Silent World,” a widely 
acclaimed book and documentary that introduced the world to the 
beauty and wonders of the underwater realm. Cousteau’s work 
with his research vessel, the Calypso, and his television series, 
“The Undersea World of Jacques Cousteau,” captivated audiences 
and raised global awareness about marine conservation and the 
fragile state of the oceans. He dedicated his life to protecting the 
world’s oceans and its diverse ecosystems, leaving an enduring 
legacy as a champion for the environment and a true ambassador 
for the oceans.!

In 1995, Cousteau became involved in a legal battle with his 
son Jean-Michel, who was advertising the “Cousteau Fiji Islands 
Resort” in the South Pacific, to prevent him from using the 
Cousteau name for business purposes in the United States. This 
resulted in Jean-Michel Cousteau being ordered by the court to 
not encourage confusion between his for-profit business and his 
father’s non-profit endeavors.

On January 11, 1996, Calypso was rammed and sunk in the 
port of Singapore by a barge. The Calypso was refloated and towed 
home to France.

Cousteau passed away on June 25, 1997 (aged 87).
Archbishop Jean-Marie Lustiger celebrated his funeral Mass at 

Notre-Dame in Paris. In his homily he stated, “Without betraying 
any confidences, Father Carré told me of his respect for Jacques-
Yves Cousteau. He discovered in him a man of prayer whom he 
accompanied in his last months of his life, giving him, through the 
sacraments of the Church, the strength of his passage towards 
eternity.”

In a chapter entitled “The Holy Scriptures and the Environment” 
in the posthumous work The Human, the Orchid, and the Octopus, 
he is quoted as stating that “The glory of nature provides evidence 
that God exists”.

Cousteau wrote many books describing his undersea explorations. 
From 1966 to 1976, he hosted The Undersea World of Jacques 

Cousteau, a documentary television series. A second documentary 
series, The Cousteau Odyssey, ran from 1977 to 1982 on public 
television stations.
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0555CA

In the Matter of 
KELLI RENEE MAXWELL

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has 
been filed by Kelli Renee Maxwell of Medford, 
MA requesting that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to Kelli Renee Killoren.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of June 02, 2025. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance if you object to this 
proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: May 05, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

The Post-Gazette
accepts memorials 

throughout the year. 

Please call

617-227-8929

Remember 
Your

Loved Ones
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The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS
of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

by Sal Giarratani

DUNE: PROPHECY: THE 
COMPLETE FIRST SEASON 
(4K Ultra HD) Warner Bros. 

Discovery Home Ent.
The wait is over for Dune 

fans! Warner Bros. Discovery 
Home Enterta inment ,  in 
partnership with HBO and 
Legendary Entertainment, 
brings the highly anticipated 
HBO Original drama series 
Dune: Prophecy: The Complete 
First Season to 4K UHD. The 
series is co-produced by HBO 
and Legendary Television. 
Includes all 6 episodes from 
the epic sci-fi adventure’s first 
season, along with over an 
hour of bonus content includ-
ing 5 extended featurettes and 
an all-new, never-before-seen 
featurette exclusive. From the 
expansive universe of Dune, cre-
ated by acclaimed author Frank 
Herbert, and 10,000 years 
before the ascension of Paul 
Atreides, Dune: Prophecy follows 
two Harkonnen sisters as they 
combat forces that threaten 
the future of humankind, and 
establish the fabled sect that 
will become known as the Bene 
Gesserit. Dune: Prophecy stars 
Emily Watson, Olivia Williams, 
Travis Fimmel, Jodhi May,  
Mark Strong, Sarah-Sofie 
Boussnina, Josh Heuston, Chloe 
Lea, Jade Anouka, Faoileann 
Cunningham, Edward Davis, 
Aoife Hinds, Chris Mason, 
Sha lom Brune-Frankl in , 
Camilla Beeput, Jihae, Tabu, 
Charithra Chandran, Jessica 
Barden, Emma Canning, Yerin 
Ha, and Barbara Marten.

ROSEANNE BARR IS 
AMERICA (DVD)

Highway 61 Entertainment
On June 10th, Highway 61 

Entertainment will release 
director Joel Gilbert’s riveting 
documentary, Roseanne Barr 
Is America, on DVD. In this 
unflinching portrait, Roseanne 
sits down to exclusively to tell 
her life story. She recounts her 
unusual childhood of growing 
up Jewish in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, and how her rebellious 
nature started by eating a Spam 
sandwich. She explains that her 
ability to create jokes came from 
making her father laugh so he 
wouldn’t punish her. She retells 
the harrowing events that led 
up to her taking the stage at a 
comedy club in Denver, where 
she was able to establish a 
local following with her “Funny 
Womanness” routine and a 
unique approach to humor. At 
the encouragement of touring 
comedians, Roseanne traveled 
to Los Angeles and instantly 
found success at The Comedy 
Store. In record time, Roseanne 
was invited to appear on The 
Tonight Show with Johnny 
Carson. The audience couldn’t 
get enough of the “Domestic 
Goddess.” Her whirlwind career 
gained momentum when singer 
Julio Iglesias invited her to be 
his opening act and comedic 
legend Rodney Dangerfield 
asked her to play his wife on his 
1986 HBO special, and she then 
landed two HBO specials of her 
own. This success culminated 
in her groundbreaking sitcom, 
Roseanne. The series quickly 
replaced The Cosby Show at 
the top of the ratings. But the 
TV show provided many chal-
lenges for Roseanne, as she 
battled writers over the show 

content and her character. She 
describes what she had to do 
to make it her show and not a 
group of Ivy League graduate 
writers’ warped perception of 
middle America. 

Her show remained at the top 
until she decided to end it after 
nine seasons. She went on to 
host her own talk show. During 
one episode, she told guest 
Donald Trump that he needed 
to run for president, although 
she staged a presidential cam-
paign first as the Green Party 
candidate in 2012. After Trump 
won in 2016, Roseanne found 
herself reviving her Roseanne 
sitcom to record-breaking rat-
ings. The success didn’t last 
long, due to a late-night tweet 
while on Ambien, which quickly 
derailed everything. Roseanne 
recounts the story of how  
her network swiftly removed  
her from her show. “Cancel 
Culture” had her blacklisted  
and everyone outside of Fox  
News and Dr. Oz shunned her. 
In Roseanne Barr Is America, 
Roseanne calls out her detrac-
tors and defends her reputation 
that so many have sought to 
destroy. Roseanne is defiant as 
she describes how those that 
came for her are also seeking 
to ruin America.

GATE OF FLESH
(Blu-ray) 88 Films

In the shell-shocked, rub-
ble-strewn wasteland of post-
war Tokyo during the Allied 
Occupation, a group of prosti-
tutes band to together to form a 
makeshift guild with the aim of 
pooling their resources to build 
a dancehall called Paradise. As 
their independent existence 
becomes threatened by the 
hawkish parade of gangsters, 
black marketers and would-be 
pimps all looking for a cut from 
their flesh-peddling, the dis-
covery of an unexploded bomb 
in the cavernous burned-out 
building where they ply their 
trade throws their dreams 
into further jeopardy. Hideo 
Gosha brings a fresh eye to 
this oft-filmed story by Taijiro 
Tamura, best known from its 
1964 adaptation by Seijun 
Suzuki, resulting in a powerful 
and compelling drama making 
its home premiere for the very 
first time outside of Japan.

BODY ODYSSEY (DVD) 
IndiePix Films

A contender to become 
Miss Body Universe, Mona 
(Jacqueline “Jay” Fuchs) is a 
45-year-old champion body-
builder whose entire existence 
is a spasmodic quest for per-
fection and beauty. Jay’s daily 
schedule includes being care-
fully followed by her obsessive 
coach, Kurt (Julian Sands, in 
one of his final performances). 
Kurt rigorously monitors her 
every action like a demiurge: 
her sleep, her nutrition, her 
training, her doping, her psy-
chology and even her sexual 
life. This unyielding regimen, 
however, becomes disrupted 
when a brief romantic encoun-
ter with a young man impacts 
both her discipline and her 
will. Combining elements of 
Cronenberg-esque body horror 
with psychological drama, Body 
Odyssey is the genre-bending 
and surreal debut feature from 
award-winning director Grazia 
Tricarico. Run date: 05/23/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P2583EA

Estate of
ANN MARIE DVORAK

Also Known As:
ANN M. DVORAK

Date of Death: January 07, 2025
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 

Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Harold F. Dvorak of Newton, 
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that Harold F. 
Dvorak of Newton, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of June 16, 2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: May 19, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston 
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under the 
provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following 
vehicles on or after June 16, 2025 by 
public or private sale to satisfy a lien 
for towing, storage, and all other fees 
due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 05/23, 05/30, 06/06/2025

2002 CHRYSLER SEBRING 
Vin # 1C3EL65R22N151309

2021 MERCEDES BENZ SPRINTER 
Vin #W1W40CHY2MT055510

2012 TOYOTA CAMRY 
Vin #4T1BF1FK0CU069169

2012 HONDA CR-V 
Vin #2HKRM4H31CH622888

2006 FORD E350 
Vin #1FDSE35LX6HA37691

2001 TOYOTA TUNDRA 
Vin #5TBBN44101S158401
2013 SUBARU IMPREZA 

Vin #JF1GPAD62DH209395
2014 CHEVROLET CRUZE 
Vin #1G1PC5SB2E7163709

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY 
Vin #4T1BK3EK7BU619006
2005 NISSAN FRONTIER 

Vin #1N6AD06W05C428612
2024 VOLKSWAGEN ID.4 

Vin #1V25MPE84RC015161
2010 TOYOTA CAMRY 

Vin #4T4BF3EK5AR030559
2011 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA 
Vin #3VWDZ7AJ6BM345067

2014 JEEP COMPASS 
Vin #1C4NJDEB9ED706680

TWO CITY COUNCILORS 
DEMAND AN IMMEDIATE 
PROBE INTO THE DEATH 
OF A KINDERGARTENER 
EXITING SCHOOL BUS

Two city councilors are now 
demanding a probe into the 
circumstances surrounding a 
deadly bus accident in Hyde 
Park on April 28th. The driver 
thankfully is no longer employed 
by the bus transportation com-
pany contracted by Boston 
Public Schools. How does a 
school bus driver working on 
an expired school bus certificate 
get behind the wheel of a school 
bus? I also wonder how many 
other school buses have drivers 
driving on expired certificates. 
We shouldn’t be playing Russian 
roulette with Boston children 
riding to and from school.

I fear this is what happens 
when Boston Public Schools, 
which owns its own fleet of 
school buses, farms out to 
private busing contractors the 
hiring of bus drivers. I believe 
that all Boston owned school 
buses should be driven by city 
employees. The only way the 

city of Boston can have com-
plete control of busing students 
inside the BPS every school day 
is to control the whole operation 
itself. We already own the buses 
and we must now directly hire 
all drivers. 

At the moment outraged 
school-age parents have both 
BPS and in this recent tragedy 
a private contracted bus trans-
portation company to contend 
with. The bus company should 
never have let their bus driving 
employee behind the wheel of a 
bus without verifying that the 
driver was both trained and 
properly licensed to operate a 
school bus.

The city should always be 
aware of how the transportation 
company fulfills the terms of its 
contract with the city. When 
responsibility gets shared, bad 
things can happen. What hap-
pened on April 28th should 
never have happened.

DEMOCRATS 
DISINFORMATION 

CONTINUES ON BLINDLY
Recently,  I  received a 

fundraising pitch from the 

Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee trying 
to raise donations by dishing 
out misinformation concern- 
ing what recently happened 
down in New Jersey near an 
ICE facility when three mem- 
bers of Congress and the mayor 
of Newark attempted to enter 
an ICE facility and push agents 
out of the way. One of the 
congress members physically 
assaulted an agent and ended 
up being cuffed and charged 
with assault.

However, according to the 
Democrat spin out there, 
this is a “blatant attempt to 
silence opposition.” According 
to Dems, the congresswoman 
arrested and charged for 
“simply practicing her law-
ful congressional oversight 
responsibilities at an ICE facil-
ity in her district.”

The video seems clear. 
Members of the U.S. House 
have no right to assault fed- 
eral agents and when they do 
this, they break the law and 
that means consequences for 
them.

175 apartments — 80 at 15 
Court Square, and 95 at 85 
Devonshire Street. However, the 
projects, which KS estimates 
would cost a combined $65 
million, will need more equity 
financing to become a reality.

Warning Issued on
“Interference with ICE”

Leah Foley, U.S. Attorney 
for Massachusetts, issued an 
unusually pointed warning last 
week about “interference” with 
immigration agents, saying 
her office “will investigate any 
violations of federal law and 
pursue charges that are war-
ranted by such activity.” The 
statement comes amid a couple 
weeks of ramped-up activ-
ity around Massachusetts by 

• News Briefs (Continued from Page 1)

U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agents. And it  
follows a high-profile ICE 
detainment in Worcester very 
recently, in which protesters 
tried to stop agents from arrest-
ing Rosane Ferreira De Oliveira 
— sparking a large response by 
local police.

Run date: 05/23/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P2610EA

Estate of
LAWRENCE M. LEPORE

Date of Death: October 14, 2024
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 

Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Joan S. Lepore of Medford, 
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that Joan S. Lepore 
of Medford, MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of June 17, 2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: May 20, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Small Ads
Get Big Results

For more information,  
call 617-227-8929.
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— FOR YOU WHO APPRECIATE THE FINEST —

THE

Johnny Christy
Orchestra

MUSIC FOR ALL
OCCASIONS 781-648-5678

Cotoletta di Pollo — breaded chicken cutlets — are a beloved 
second course in both Italy and Italian American kitchens. Many 
of us grew up with the Milanese-style version: dipped in egg, coated 
in seasoned breadcrumbs, and pan-fried until golden and crisp. 
It’s a comforting classic for a reason.

But there’s another version, straight from Palermo, that’s just 
as satisfying and a bit lighter. Cotoletta alla Palermitana that skips 
the egg in favor of olive oil and relies on a flavorful breadcrumb 
mix with cheese, parsley, or mint. Baked or grilled rather than 
fried, it delivers all the crunch with less heaviness.

In my family, cutlets were a staple—fried, rolled into Saltimbocca, 
or baked the Sicilian way. This recipe — Sicilian-Style Lemon 
Garlic Chicken Cutlets — is inspired by those Palermo traditions, 
brightened with citrus and garlic. It’s a simple, wholesome dish 
that brings the warmth of southern Italy to your table!

SICILIAN-STYLE LEMON GARLIC
CHICKEN CUTLETS

Cotolette Di Pollo al Limone e Aglio Alla Siciliana

Preheat the oven to 400°F (200°C). Line two baking sheets with 
parchment paper. Brush each baking sheet generously with olive 
oil (about 2–3 tablespoons per sheet) and set aside.

In a medium bowl, beat the eggs and stir in 1½ tablespoons of 
grated cheese. Set aside.

In a shallow dish or tray, combine breadcrumbs, flour, ¼ cup 
grated cheese, parsley, salt, and pepper. Working one at a time, 
dip each chicken cutlet into the egg mixture, then coat thoroughly 
in the breadcrumb mixture. Press lightly to ensure the coating 
adheres. Arrange the breaded cutlets on the prepared baking 
sheets. Drizzle the tops of the cutlets with olive oil. Bake uncov-
ered for 25–30 minutes, or until golden brown and the internal 
temperature reaches 165°F (74°C).

Lemon-Garlic Dressing
While the cutlets bake, whisk together the lemon juice, olive oil, garlic, 

parsley, salt, and pepper in a bowl or shake in a jar until well combined. 
Once baked, transfer the cutlets to a large dish or serving platter. 
Pour the lemon-garlic dressing evenly over the hot cutlets. Serve 
immediately.

Note: Cutlets can be baked ahead, refrigerated, and reheated. 
They’re just as delicious the next day — if not better.

Marianna Bisignano is a psychologist for the Boston Public  
Schools and can be reached at nonnasrecipebox@gmail.com

6 chicken cutlets, butterflied, sliced thin and pounded 
4 large eggs, beaten
1 ½ tablespoons grated Parmesan or Pecorino Romano cheese 

(for egg mixture)

Breadcrumb Coating:
4 cups plain breadcrumbs (preferably from stale or dried bread)
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
¼ cup freshly grated Parmesan or Pecorino Romano cheese
2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley
salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste

Lemon-Garlic Dressing:
Juice of 4 lemons
¾ cup extra virgin olive oil
4 garlic cloves, finely chopped
2 tablespoons fresh parsley, chopped
salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste
½ to 1 cup olive oil, for coating baking pans and drizzling 

over cutlets

by

Marianna

Bisignano

My work ethic started when 
I was a kid, mainly through 
observation. Babbononno got 
up at dawn, headed out to work 
with a lunch box filled with 
whatever Nanna put in there 
for him. He returned home late 
in the afternoon, had dinner, 
relaxed and then dressed with 
a suit and tie and left the house 
with a guitar case carried in 
the same hand that carried the 
lunch box earlier in the day. 
Babbononno was a furniture 
maker/finisher during the day 
and a musician at night.

Beginning at the onset of 
WWII, Dad began teaching 
machine shop at East Boston 
High School during the day, and 
in the fall, was the J.V. coach 
for Eastie’s football team.

After school, he would come 
home, nap, have dinner, dress 
in a tuxedo and head out to play 
with whichever band he was 
affiliated with. Back then, every-
thing stopped at mid-night, and 
he could juggle the schedules 
with a minimum of sleep. 

Uncle Paul, Mom’s oldest 
brother and his family lived 
on the top floor. He was in the 
printing business from the time 
he graduated high school. When 
he came home in the afternoon, 
he too, relaxed, ate and then 
dressed to play with the band 
he was part of.

My Godfather, Uncle Nick 
(Mom’s middle brother) and 
his first wife, Ada, moved to 
Allston after they were married 
and he played music mornings, 
afternoons and evenings with a 
variety of bands, and until he 
was elected as vice president of 
the musicians’ union after the 
war and a stint in the navy, did 
not do anything else.

Uncle Gino, Mom’s young-
est brother went to work at 
the Chelsea Navy Yard after 
high school and played drums 
at night. After the WWII, and 
3 years flying with the 5th Air 
Corps in the Pacific, he gave 
up music and concentrated on 
a career in sales. So this is the 
group of relatives that were my 
role models from the time of my 
childhood.

When I turned 10, Babbononno 
made me a shoe shine box 
and attached a leather strap 
to it so I could sling it over my 
shoulder to carry it around 
and shine shoes to make some 
money. The only problem was 
that Dad wouldn’t let me shine 
shoes nor sell newspapers. He 
felt that these two options were 
undignified and unsafe, and I 
had to seek other alternatives 
because, I didn’t receive an 
allowance either. On a given 
day, a neighbor asked if I would 
wash and wax her car. I obliged 
and received a few dollars for 

my efforts. So I began washing 
and waxing cars in the neigh-
borhood, and do to my market-
ing skills and hard work, did 
rather well financially, for a kid.

At the age of 13, two of my 
neighborhood friends, who 
were 16, went to work as ush-
ers at both the Central and 
Seville Theaters. As a result 
of my friendship with them, 
I began hanging around the 
Seville early in the summer of 
1952. By August, I went on the 
pay-roll. Mr. James F. Ray was 
the manager of the Seville and 
liked me. He had an assistant 
manager, a Mr. Wall who didn’t 
like my looks and I wound up 
with a schedule that no one 
else wanted. Considering the 
work ethic I had developed, I 
gave each chore 110 percent 
… It was just my way. After a 
year or so at the Seville, I sold 
my car cleaning business to one 
of the kids I had as a helper. I 
had a long list of clients and the 
helper was eager to take over.

One day, Mr. Wall was gone. 
I don’t know if he was trans-
ferred, fired or dropped dead. 
I didn’t care; he was just gone. 
The only problem was that I 
needed working papers and 
wasn’t old enough to obtain 
them. You had to be 16 to get 
them back then. I thought I was 
conning Mr. Ray for 3 years 
until I was old enough to pres-
ent the paperwork to him, but 
found out years later that he 
knew how old I was all along 
and let things slide, because of 
my work ethic, dependability, 
and oh yeah, he knew Dad.

At age 16, he called me into 
the office, slammed the door 
and told me that he had just 
fired all of the ushers and most 
of the candy girls as he discov-
ered that they were skimming 
money off the candy sales and 
pilfering candy to sell on the 
side. He then added that he 
knew I wasn’t involved (I wasn’t) 
and he was promoting me to 
head usher. He then kicked me 
out of the office with an order, 
“Get me a new crew and train 
them to be good ushers.” I found 
6 teenagers who began their 
working careers as Seville ush-
ers, and I was the boss. 

I had studied music with 
Babbononno and later took 
bass violin lessons from Dad. 
By the time I turned 18, I was 
a sophomore in college and 
turned professional as a bass 
player. I began working with 
local East Boston musicians 
until I became more proficient 
at my new craft and then played 
for whichever band leader 
called. I stayed at the Seville for 
10 years, leaving shortly after 
Mr. Ray left in 1962. By then, 
I was teaching in the Boston 

Schools, a profession I would 
continue with for 42 years. As 
time progressed, I would obtain 
a master’s degree, make con-
tacts within the jazz circles in 
New York and concentrate on 
teaching and playing music. 
Dad, whose philosophy was, 
“Been there, done that,” guided 
me along the way. By this point 
in his life, all Babbononno could 
do was just sit back and smile, 
while at times saying, “Esso e 
un chip al vecchio.” (He’s a chip 
off the old block)

By 1964, I had a master’s 
degree, and in the late 60s 
headed to Harvard to begin 
work on another, finishing 
up by late 1969. A few years 
later, I would meet Dean Saluti 
who was at Boston University 
working on a doctorate and he 
convinced me that I should be 
in a similar program at B.U. 
By 1981, I had a new title, Dr. 
John Christoforo. Nanna and 
Babbononno were long gone 
by then, but Mom, Dad were 
a set of proud parents at the 
1981 B.U. commencement exer-
cises. My wife, Loretta, couldn’t 
attend. She had just given birth 
to our first son, John.

With Dean Saluti, I later 
became involved in an education 
program that I helped to design 
for the Massachusetts National 
Guard, and when it came to an 
end years later, I stayed with the 
colleges that facilitated the pro-
gram. After my retirement from 
the Boston Schools, I became 
a professor at those same col-
leges and as I headed toward 
the finish line, taught for B.U., 
Cambridge College and North 
Shore Community College.

As you know, I joined the staff 
of the Post-Gazette 35 years ago 
this May 15th. And now, at the 
age of 86, I rehearse with a jazz 
trio once a week and write a 
story for you each week. Not bad 
for a kid from the streets of East 
Boston with, not a Yankee work 
ethic, but something beyond 
that, an Italian work ethic. (I 
still don’t know what I want to 
be when I grow up.)

GOD BLESS AMERICA

 
LEGAL NOTICE 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE —

CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER: 25STCP01472

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner: Asher Eiten Kaplan filed a peti- 

tion with this court for a decree changing names 
as follows: Present name: Asher Eiten Kaplan 
Proposed name: Asher Eiten Kaplan Leba

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change 
of name should not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes described 
above must file a written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at least two court 
days before the matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear at the hearing to show 
cause why the petition should not be granted. 
If no written objection is timely filed, the court 
may grant the petition without a hearing. 

NOTICE OF HEARING: Date: 09/29/2025, 
Time: 08:30 AM, Dept.: 45, Room: 529, 
Superior Court of California, County of 
Los Angeles, 111 N Hill St., Los Angeles, CA 
90012.

A copy of this Order to Show Cause must be 
published at least once each week for four suc-
cessive weeks before the date set for hearing 
on the petition in a newspaper of general circu-
lation: printed in the county in which petitioner 
resides or, if no county, in the local subdivision 
or territory where petitioner lives.
DATE: 4/21/2025
SIGNED: Virginia Keeny,
Judge of the Superior Court
PUBLISHED: 05/09, 05/16, 05/23, 05/30/2025

The opinions expressed by our columnists and contributors are not necessarily 
the same as those of The Post-Gazette, its publisher or editor. Photo submis-
sions are accepted by the Post-Gazette provided they are clear, original photos. 
There is a $5 charge for each photo submitted. Photos can be submitted via  
e-mail: postgazette@aol.com. If you want your photos returned, include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope.
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On Sale Now!

THE NORTH END
Where It All Began

The Way It Was
by Fred Langone

SALE PRICE
$19.95

Plus Shipping & Handling

On Site at

The Post-Gazette

5 Prince Street, North End, Boston, MA

The Respectful Way ®

� ST. MICHAEL 
CEMETERY if CREMATORY

• I • 

Com,m,unity Mausoleum, 

500 Canterbury Street      Boston, MA 02131
p: 617.524.1036   p: 800.947.5008    f: 617.522.4646

info@stmichaelcemetery.com  www.stmichaelcemetery.com

hopes on the 62% of Boston 
voters who supported the previ-
ous ballot question. If approved, 
ranked-choice voting would 
be in place for mayoral, dis-
trict council races, special and 
general elections when there 
are three or more candidates. 
Instead of voting only for their 
top choice, voters would rank 
up to four candidates, by order 
of preference. If no candidate 
receives more than 50% of 
first-choice votes, the candidate 
with the fewest votes would 
be eliminated and their votes 
redistributed to the next-high-
est-ranked active candidate on 
each ballot. The process would 
then continue in rounds until 
one candidate earns a majority 
and is declared the winner, said 
Councilor Coletta Zapata in a 
committee report she read inti 
the official record.

It would increase the number 
of candidates who advance from 
the preliminary to general elec-
tions for mayor and district city 
council, from two to four. The 
newly proposed system would 
also be in place for At-Large 
Council race, Coletta Zapata’s 
report states. “For years, we 
have been working to imple-
ment ranked choice voting 

here in the City of Boston and 
move forward with a shift that 
is rooted in the belief that our 
election should reflect the full 
voices of our communities. It 
is a time marked by deep mis-
trust. Right now, within our 
institutions, it has been now 
more than ever, more urgent to 
give voters a pathway to leader-
ship that is representative and 
accountable,” stated At-Large 

• Ranked Choice Voting (Continued from Page 1)

The North End Athletic Association’s 2025 
Lacrosse program, under the direction of 
Commissioner David Paolisso is off to a great 
start despite all of the rain.

With only a few more weeks remaining includ-
ing a Best of Boston Tournament at the end 
of May at Moakley Park in South Boston, the 
North End Program includes a clinic on Sunday 

North End Athletic Association
 Lacrosse Program of to Great Start

afternoons at Puopolo Park and a travel program 
which has 5 teams. 2 Boys 1st/2nd Grade Team, 
1 Boys 3rd/4th Grade Team and 1 Girl 3rd/4th 
grade team.

The travel program participates in the Mass 
Youth Lacrosse league. With close to 125 boys 
and girls participating this season, The NEAA’s 
MidNight Riders are having a great time!

Boys 1st/2nd Grade Team with Coach David Paolisso

Girls 3rd/4th Grade Team with Coaches Kat Fitzsimmons and Amy Kremler

El Cid, with subtitle The Life and 
Afterlife of a Medieval Mercenary 
is as scholarly work penned by 
professor of European history at 
the University of Cambridge Nora 
Berend. This recent publication is 
a narrative of the life of Castilian 
Rodrigo Diaz de Vivar, also known 
throughout history and in litera-
ture as El Cid (interpreted as “The 
Lord” a term of respect as well as 
endearment.) 

Indeed, the life of The Cid can 
be traced back to the eleventh 
century, which Berend admira-
bly does in her well researched 
work, with 11 Chapters (along 
with illustrations) and giving the 
reader insight and explanation of why The Cid has generated the 
popularity and interest that he has — recognition and fame that 
has transcended a millennium. The Cid has enjoyed hero status 
from days of knighthood up to and including the relatively recent 
Francisco Franco era; the Franco’s Falange Party’s emphasis on 
Spain’s nationalist identity corresponded to those characteristics 
that placed The Cid in a position of prominence — and thereby 
cementing his status as knight exemplar and all-around hero in 
Spain’s historical chronical. 

El Cid … is a work that gives ample introduction to Rodrigo Diaz 
– but it is more than that, Berend’s approach not only informs her 
audience of the origin of a Spain’s renown mercenary (who fought 
on both the Christian and Muslim sides) but examines this warrior 
in terms of his service and loyalty to the several kingdoms on the 
Iberian Peninsula in which he was associated. Of course, aside 
from his fidelity, this work also looks at Rodrigo Diaz’s personal 
life respective to family and religion of which Berend provides 
sufficient information.

However, although El Cid … presents a commendable survey of 
Rodrigo’s life, one will ascertain that the work is substantial – and 
comprehensive in understanding the appeal of this champion. 
Rodrigo’s life is well covered — but, one must also realize, and 
this is addressed throughout the work — the veracity of Rodrigo’s 
background. There is a rather salient question about fact versus 
fiction. After all, we are covering a timeframe of 1,000 years and 
a figure who has been lionized and certainly celebrated in both 
the political as well as entertainment realm. This is addressed 
proficiently. 

While Berend covers what is construed as conceivably accurate, 
the context must be observed in terms of time and space, and 
therefore the reader should be discerning. The following citation 
gives credence to the story of The Cid and why it is so important: 
“Through it, we can understand not merely significant aspects of 
Spain’s history, but also the process of historical legend-making 
from the Middle Ages to modern populist politics. These legends are 
much more pervasive in our lives than real historical knowledge, 
and have disproportionately influenced people, who often do not 
even realize how large the gap can be between history itself and 
the shifting, constantly changing legend that claims to be history.”

History has painted Rodrigo as a hero yes, durable, gallant, 
steadfast and engaging; and this can be attested going back to 
the 12th century with Rodrigo as protagonist in the epic poem  
El Cantar de mio Cid and in the 20th century with The Cid as sub-
ject in the world of film, with the 1961 motion picture El Cid. Of 
course, there are many additional references throughout history 
and one might reason certainly, that despite the less than pure 
and authentic history, El Cid was an engaging figure and his story 
offers awareness of the struggles and challenges in his background 
that serve as a setting in the Spanish record. 

Whether enhanced throughout its history, the journey of El Cid 
provides historical and literary appreciation — something that a 
student of history and literature might judiciously discern — which 
is something that Berend’s investigative approach seems to make 
the audience cognizant of.

El Cid, The Life and Afterlife of a Medieval Mercenary is published 
by Pegasus Books and is 256 pp.

El Cid,
The Life and Afterlife

of a Medieval Mercenary
BY NORA BEREND

Review by John Joseph Fahey

City Councilor Julia Mejia.
Evidently, the majority of the 

council doesn’t feel or believe 
the current voting system, which 
was used to elect them, provides 
residents and voters with lead-
ership that is representative 
or accountable of the city and 
districts in Boston. Perhaps 
they should be careful what they 
wish for … Some may just find 
themselves out of office.
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EXTRA Innings
by Sal Giarratani

Run date: 05/23/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P2498EA

Estate of
SANFORD IRWIN KAYE

Also Known As:
SANFORD I. KAYE, SANFORD KAYE

Date of Death: July 18, 2024
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 

Intestacy and Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by Anson Kaye 
of Silver Spring, MD requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that Anson Kaye 
of Silver Spring, MD be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of June 10, 2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: May 13, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

 
 Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P2711GD

NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment of

Guardian of a Minor  
In the interests of

SILEINY I. NEGRON
of IMPOUNDED —

Minor
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

LEGAL NOTICE 

1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a Petition 
	 for Appointment of Guardian of a Minor filed
	 on 05/15/2025 by Wilma O. Canuelas of 
	 IMPOUNDED —  will be held 06/25/2025
	 08:30 AM Guardianship of Minor Hearing
	 Located 10-U Commerce Way
		  Woburn, MA 01801,
		  Judge Gargas Session,
		  Courtroom 4
2. Response to Petition: You may respond 
	 by filing a written response to the Petition 
	 or by appearing in person at the hearing. 
	 If you choose to file a written response, you  
	 need to:
		  File the original with the Court; and
	  	 Mail a copy to all interested parties at least  
		  five (5) business days before the hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor (or an 
	 adult on behalf of the minor) has the right  
	 to request that counsel be appointed for the 
	 minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a parent  
	 of the minor child who is the subject of this  
	 proceeding you have a right to be represented  
	 by an attorney. If you want an attorney and 
	 cannot afford to pay for one and if you give 
	 proof that you are indigent, an attorney will be 
	 assigned to you. Your request for an attorney 
	 should be made immediately by filling out the 
	 Application of Appointment of Counsel form. 
	 Submit the application form in person or by 
	 mail at the court location where your case is 
	 going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing: A minor 
	 over age 14 has the right to be present at any 
	 hearing, unless the Court finds that it is not  
	 in the minor’s best interests.

Date: May 15, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Run date: 05/23/2025

Real Estate
•

oo

Mattéo Gallo

Appraisals
Sales & Rentals

376 North Street • Boston, MA 02113
(617) 523-2100 • Fax (617) 523-3530

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run date: 05/23/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25D0402DR 
DIVORCE SUMMONS BY 

PUBLICATION AND MAILING
LUCAS MATHEUS ALMEIDA LEMOS

vs.
ROLAND J. PELLETIER

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for Divorce 

requesting that the Court grant a divorce for  
Irretrievable Breakdown.

The Complaint is on file at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining Order has been 

entered in this matter preventing you from  
taking any action which would negatively  
impact the current financial status of either 
party. SEE Supplemental Probate Court 
Rule 411. 

You are hereby summoned and required  to 
serve upon: Lucas Matheus Almeida Lemos, 
44 North Ave., Apt 3, Natick, MA 01760 your 
answer, if any, on or before June 23, 2025. If 
you fail to do so, the court will proceed to the 
hearing and  adjudication of this action. You 
are also required to file a copy of your answer, 
if any, in the office of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: May 12, 2025    
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run date: 05/23/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25D1236DR 
DIVORCE SUMMONS BY 

PUBLICATION AND MAILING
ZURAH NAMAZZI

vs.
ALEXANRE-JOSE A. MATUNGA

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for Divorce 

requesting that the Court grant a divorce for  
Irretrievable Breakdown.

The Complaint is on file at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining Order has been 

entered in this matter preventing you from  
taking any action which would negatively  
impact the current financial status of either 
party. SEE Supplemental Probate Court 
Rule 411. 

You are hereby summoned and required  to 
serve upon: Zurah Namazzi, 21B Belmont 
Street, Lowell, MA 01851 your answer, if any, 
on or before June 23, 2025. If you fail to do so, 
the court will proceed to the hearing and  adju-
dication of this action. You are also required to 
file a copy of your answer, if any, in the office 
of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: May 12, 2025    
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

To Tevin Thomas Davis of Medford, MA   
and persons interested in a petition for the  
adoption of said child and to the Department  
of Children and Families of said Common-
wealth, 280 Merrimac Street, 2nd Fl., Lawrence, 
MA 01843.

A petition has been presented to said court  
by Christopher Robert Richards of Beverly, 
MA, Valeri Faith Richards of Beverly, MA 
requesting for leave to adopt said child and 
that the name of the child be changed to  
Lillith Nicole Louise Richards.

If you object to this adoption you are 
entitled to the appointment of an attorney if 
you are an indigent person.

An ind igent  person is  de f ined  by  
SJC Rule 3:10. The definition includes but 
is not limited to persons receiving TAFDC, 
EACDC, poverty related veteran’s benefits, 
Medicaid, and SSI. The Court will determine if 
you are indigent. Contact an Assistant Judicial 
Case Manager or Adoption Clerk of the Court 
on or before the date listed below to obtain the 
necessary forms.

IF YOU DESIRE TO OBJECT THERETO, 
YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY MUST FILE 
A WRITTEN APPEARANCE IN SAID 
COURT AT SALEM  ON OR BEFORE  
TEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING (10:00 AM)  
ON JULY 07, 2025.
Witness, HON. FRANCES M. GIORDANO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: May 14, 2025
Pamela Casey O’Brien, Register of Probate

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Essex Probate and Family Court

36 Federal Street
Salem, MA 01970

(978) 744-1020
Docket No. ES25A0442AD

CITATION
G. L. c. 210, § 6
In the matter of

LILLITH NICOLE LOUISE PEPPE

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run dates: 05/23, 05/30, 06/06/2025

LEGAL NOTICE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Tody’s Service, 
Inc. of 1354 Washington Street, West 
Newton, MA, pursuant to the provisions 
of Mass G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that they 
will sell the following vehicle on or after 
June 13th, 2025 beginning at 10:00 am by 
public or private sale to satisfy their garage 
keepers lien for towing, storage, and 
notices of sale:

2015 VW EGOLF HATCH
VIN # WVWPP7AU2FW905737

Vehicle is being stored at 
Tody’s Service, Inc.

Signed,
David Donahue, President

Tody’s Service, Inc.

Run dates: 05/23, 05/30, 06/06/2025

What to Do about Pete Rose 
and the Hall of Fame?

By now my views on Pete 
Rose and his induction into the 
Hall of Fame are pretty much 
known to this column’s reader-
ship. I believe he should never 
be inducted for the actions he 
actually admitted to over time. 
Just because he’s dead doesn’t 
mean he can enter the pearly 
gates of Cooperstown with open 
arms. What he did was despi-
cable. Some people think I am 
being mean but I don’t think so. 
I also don’t think Roger Clemens 
or Barry Bonds should get into 
the HOF either. 

Now, I want to know your 
thoughts on Pete Rose. IN or 
OUT of Hall of Fame? And 
while I’m on the subject, what 
about Roger Clemens and Barry 
Bonds. Here’s another question 
for you to answer. What about 
Shoeless Joe Jackson from the 
1919 Black Sox scandal? In or 
out? On Shoeless Joe, I think 
he should be eligible for the Hall 
when his turn comes up soon.

It has Happened Again
Several times this young 

baseball season, I’ve seen this 
in the box score. A pitcher 
pitches 4.2 innings and then 
gets pulled out of the game. 
His team was leading when he 
was replaced on the mound. His 
team never loses the lead. How 
come nowadays, he isn’t the 
pitcher of record? I’ve seen this 
a few times this year already 
with Red Sox pitchers. On 
May 5th against the Mets at 

home, Dobbins was the starting 
pitcher. He works 4.2 innings. 
A relief pitcher gets the win. 
Why didn’t Dobbins get credit 
for the win. In the old days, he 
would have. When did this rule 
change?

The rule once was simple. 
Pitch more than half the game 
and you could still win the 
game. More than half the game 
was always 4 2/3 innings on 
the mound. Is this just more 
useless changes MLB is doing 
to screw the game up and lose 
fans?

Sloppy Baseball
is What We Get Today

In a recent game against 
the Red Sox, Juan Soto has 
stated he doesn’t view his level 
of hustle as part of the Mets 
obvious sloppiness. For the 
second straight night, the star 
Mets outfielder was caught 
in quicksand running to first 
base. This time it was a shot he 
thought would clear the Green 
Monster only that it didn’t hit-
ting the wall instead. Instead of 
a homer, he got a single in the 
sixth inning due to his stand-
ing like a statue in the batter’s 
box waiting for the ball to clear 
the wall, which it didn’t. When 
asked if he needed to be more 
aware of running hard to first, 
he responded, “I think I have 
been hustling very hard. If you 
saw it today, you could tell.” 
Saw what? I think he needs to 
stop those out of body experi-
ences and just stop showboat-
ing and do his job.

For information on placing a 
Legal Notice in the
POST-GAZETTE

 please email 
postgazette@aol.com

call (617) 227-8929, or mail 
notice to:

POST-GAZETTE
P.O. BOX 130135

BOSTON, MA 02113
Attn: Legal Notices

ATTENTION
ATTORNEYS

The POST-GAZETTE
newspaper is a paper
of general circulation.

We are qualified to
accept legal notices

from any court in each
town that we serve.

LEGAL NOTICES

Your Ad 
Could Go 

Here

For information about 
advertising in  

the Post-Gazette, call 
617-227-8929.

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 05/23/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0562CA

In the Matter of 
SVETLANA MOLA

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has 
been filed by Svetlana Mola of Billerica, MA 
requesting that the court enter a Decree chang-
ing their name to Svetlana Mola.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of June 02, 2025. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance if you object to this 
proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: May 05, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
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by Richard Preiss

HOOPS and HOCKEY in the HUB

Happy Birthday to Two Greats of the Ring
Perhaps the Greatest

Joe Louis & Sugar Ray Robinson
Both Born in May

Joe on May 13, 1914 and Ray on May 3, 1921

Boxing        Ringside
WITH BOBBY FRANKLINWITH BOBBY FRANKLIN  

Here are some photos of the lifelong friends together.

The end came during an evening on the cusp of summer — when 
the daylight hours stretch out and twilight lingers far longer than 
it did in the cold months of winter.

It came quite a distance from the Hub but just as the seasons 
do, it represented a change. For over the course of a fortnight — 
two weeks — expectations had changed quite dramatically with 
adherents of one dominant possible outcome forced to witness the 
opposite of their most fervent wishes become reality.

After all, when the NBA Eastern Conference semifinal series 
between the Boston Celtics and the New York Knicks commenced, 
who would have thought that the New Yorkers would emerge trium-
phant, culminating their astounding turnaround with a resounding 
119-81 victory over the defending NBA champions?

No one — not even any of the six writers assigned by the New 
York Post to cover the series. All of them thought their hometown 
team would go down in defeat, with some picking the Celtics to 
win in five games and others holding out the possibility that the 
series might go six.

Those that selected the latter option were at least partially cor-
rect. The series did go six — with the major difference being that 
the Knicks remained in Gotham to face the Indiana Pacers in the 
Eastern Conference Finals while the Celtics returned to the Hub 
for an extended summer of unplanned inactivity.

As the playoffs began the vast majority of those who follow the 
NBA felt the Celtics — who had finished second in the conference 
in the regular season — would face Cleveland who had finished 
atop the conference standings when the 82-game regular season 
marathon had ended in mid-April.

But such was not to be as Indiana ousted the Cavaliers just days 
before the Celtics were sent packing by the Knicks.

So, it will be two head coaches who were once part of the Celtics 
family that will match wits as the series alternates between New 
York and Indianapolis. New York’s Tom Thibodeau was on the 
Celtics bench as an assistant when the Celtics claimed Banner 17 
back in 2008 and was also there when the Celtics were defeated in 
the 2010 NBA Finals by the Los Angeles Lakers.

Carlisle played for the Celtics in the middle of the 1980s and 
was a member of the team that won the 1986 NBA Championship.

As we indicated last week, the Celtics did not seem to be quite 
themselves even in the first-round while playing Orlando. True, 
the series only went five games but the Magic seemed to be within 
striking distance in a number of games — often down by only a 
dozen points or so in the second half.

A difference such as that is much more possible to make up in 
the NBA. That was demonstrated in the series with the Knicks 
when the New Yorkers twice came back from 20-point deficits to 
overtake Boston.

Additionally, allowing the Knicks to win the opening two games 
of the series at the TD Garden really put the C’s in a hole. It turns 
out that of all the teams in NBA Playoff history that won the first 
two games of a series, nearly 86 percent of them went on to win 
the series.

The Celtics would not turn out to be an exception to that statistic.
Another major factor in the series was the ability of the Knicks 

to hold down the scoring of the Celtics.
For a team that had routinely scored 15 to 25 points over the triple 

digit standard in the regular season, the totals would be different 
in the series with New York.

In the opening game, won by New York in overtime, the contest 
was tied at 100 at the end of regulation. In the second game the 
Celtics only managed 90 points in a one-point loss. And, of course, 
in what proved to be the final contest, the Green and White hit a 
real low by scoring only 81 points.

All in all, a trio of obvious less-than-inspiring performances by 
the Celtics. 

In the team’s season-ending press conference held a few days 
after the proceedings had concluded in New York, Celtics GM Brad 
Stevens expressed his faith in both the team and head coach Joe 
Mazzulla.

Unfortunately, his future had become a topic of speculation on 
regional sports talk radio, but Stevens put such banter to rest.

He was an assistant with the team that made the 2022 NBA 
Finals, guided the team as head coach to the 2023 NBA Eastern 
Conference Finals and then went on to win the whole thing in 2024.

An interesting summer awaits as some players recover from 
injuries. Expect most, if not all, of the core performers to be on the 
roster for the 2025-2026 campaign.
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