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News Briefs
by Sal Giarratani

(Continued on Page 11)

Massachusetts Congressman 
Seth Moulton may still be the 
underdog in the upcoming race 
for U.S. Senate, but he is defi-
nitely nipping at Ed Markey’s 
heels according to the lat-
est Emerson survey. The sur-
vey released last week shows 
incumbent Senator Markey 
leading Moulton 37% to 32%, a 
mere 5 point gap, with 29% of 
voters still undecided. Markey 
holds a substantial lead with 
registered Democrats and 
female voters, but Moulton is 
holding quite strong with unen-
rolled voters.

“Senator Markey leads the 
Democratic primary by 13 points 
among registered Democrats, 
while Representative Moulton 
holds a 38% to 32% edge among 
unenrolled voters. Markey leads 
women 37% to 29%, while men 
are essentially split, with 38% 
backing Moulton and 37% 
Markey,” said Emerson College 

U.S. Senate Race Between Moulton and Markey
is Far from Over

by Patti Sartori
Polling Executive Director 
Spencer Kimball.

Age matters in this race, and 
not just those of the candi-
dates. Markey leads Moulton 
by seven points among voters 
under 50 years of age, with  
33% back ing  Markey  to 
Moulton’s 26%. Voters over 
50 are almost evenly split, 
with 40% supporting Markey 
and 38% supporting Moulton. 
Six months ago, in a Mass 
Amherst/WCVB poll taken 
in November, 2025, Markey 
enjoyed a 19 point lead. 

Voters were also surveyed on 
the favorability of the state’s 
most prominent Democrats, 
including Moulton, Markey, 
Governor Maura Healey, U.S. 
Senator Elizabeth Warren, and 
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu. The 
two U.S. Senatorial candidates 
finished at the bottom of the 
pack, with the lowest favorabil-
ity among the five Democrats, 
Markey at 37% and Moulton 
at 31%. Markey was tied with 
Healey and Warren at 35% 
unfavorable while Moulton was 
at 26% with voters. Moulton’s 
real problem lies in the fact 
most voters don’t know who he 
is, 43% registering neutrality 
or never having heard of him 
compared to Markey’s 28%.

Of the potential ballot ques-
tions surveyed by Emerson, 
the state income tax and rent 

control were most favorable. 
62% of voters would support 
a ballot measure lowering the 
state income tax from 5% to 
4% by 2029, with 19% against 
it and 20% undecided. Speaker 
of the House Ron Maraino and 
Governor Healey have both spo-
ken in opposition to this ballot 
question. 

Another 60% said they would 
vote yes on a ballot measure to 
cap annual rent increases in 
Massachusetts to no more than 
5%, with 26% of respondents 
voting no and 14% undecided. 
On the potential ballot question 
to change the current state pri-
mary party elections to all-party 
primary elections, allowing 
candidates from all parties to  
be listed on the ballot with the 
top two vote getters advancing 
to the general election, 50% 
of voters would vote yes, 29% 
would vote no and 21% are 
undecided.

30 Days to Settle
Massachusetts State Audit Battle

by Patti Sartori
The Supreme Judicial Court 

(SJC) has spoken, demanding 
both sides come together to 
find a resolution to the ongoing 
battle over the voter approved 
audit of the state legislature. 
After hearing oral arguments 
last week, the SJC has pushed 
both parties, Attorney General 
Andrea Campbell and State 
Auditor Diana DiZoglio to settle 
the ongoing legal dispute, spe-
cifically calling attention to 
AG Campbell’s motion to dis-
miss DiZoglio’s lawsuit against 
Senate President Karen Spilka 
and Speaker of the House 
Ronald Mariano.

DiZoglio filed the lawsuit in 
February, following Campbell’s 
refusal to represent her office in 
court against state house lead-
ership and denying DiZoglio’s 
request to hire outside counsel. 
Justin Gabrielle Wolohojian, 
Governor Healey’s former 
domestic partner, believed the 
high court should order a dead-
line for DiZoglio to answer ques-
tions the Attorney General’s 
Office has surrounding the 

scope and process of the audit, 
and request an answer from 
Campbell as to whether her 
office will represent DiZoglio 
in the lawsuit and allow it to 
proceed.

“To think an order might 
be useful if we’re just going 
to repeat the same cycle of 
unproductive communications. 
It seems to me, perhaps, that a 
deadline would have to be set 
by which the Attorney General 
would fish or cut bait, to use a 
common phrase,” said Justice 
Wolohojian. A suggestion of 
30 days as an appropriate 
amount of time, was sup-
ported by Wolohojian as well  
as Justices Scott Kafker and 
Dalila Wendlandt, as each 
noted at various times through-
out the hearing that the dispute 

over the legislative audit has 
been dragged out far too long. 
The order gives Campbell 30 
days to decide whether her 
office will represent DiZoglio 
in her legal battle against state 
legislative leaders to carry out 
the audit, allow outside coun-
sel to represent the auditor’s 
office, or continue to seek to 
strike the legal complaint filed 
by DiZoglio. 

“The people of Massachusetts 
voted overwhelmingly for trans-
parency and accountability in 
state government. This order 
moves the process forward and 
ensures the Attorney General 
must finally determine legal 
representation so the public’s 
interest is prioritized. We are 
very grateful to the Supreme 
Judicial Court members for 
their timely decision,” DiZoglio 
said in a press release following 
the SJC decision.

The justices also stated their 
desire to address the question 
of the proposed audit’s consti-
tutionality and the process by 
which it would be carried out.

Senator Ed Markey Congressman Seth Moulton

Hantavirus “No Covid”
According to numerous researchers, the hantavi-

rus outbreak that has killed three people and put 12 
countries on alert is less contagious than COVID and 
likely won’t turn into a major pandemic. Hantavirus’ 
mortality rate is as high as 40 percent, but it’s harder 
to spread than COVID-19, said epidemiologist Ali 
Khan, requiring “large saliva droplets from talking to 
people, close person-to-person spread.” 

Hospitals Drive Up Health Costs
“The public is “boiling mad” at insurers but hospital 

prices are “most responsible for high costs and eco-
nomic pain” in health care, argues Zack Cooper at The 
New York Times. A key reason U.S. health care costs 
have grown “three times as fast as inflation” since 
2000 is “hospitals accumulation of market power, “ 
thanks to mergers — including 1,300 these past 25 
years alone, lack of competition driving up prices. 
Unless we pair other reforms “with a focus on address-
ing hospitals’ rising prices,” we risk driving up health 
spending, slowing economic growth and spurring “job 
losses among low-wage workers.”

Steering Business to Texas
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott is welcoming Big Apple 

companies relocating or expanding in the Lone Star 
State after NYC Mayor Zohran Mamdani demonizing 
billionaire hedge fund honcho Ken Griffin for being 
rich. Gov. Abbott, through his spokesperson, stated 
he “is proud to welcome businesses and job creators 
from across the country to Texas, where we have no 
state tax, reasonable regulations and a pro-growth 
environment to flourish.”

Grisly Video of Plane Rundown
An apparent trespasser who was fatally struck by 

a Frontier Airlines jet at a Colorado airport this past 

Armed Forces Day in the United States is on May 16, and is 
traditionally celebrated annually on the third Saturday in May. 
It was established by President Harry Truman and honors those 
currently serving in all branches of the U.S. military, including all 
active duty, Reserve, and National Guard service members. First 
celebrated on August 31, 1949, Armed Forces Day is distinct from 
Military Appreciation Month (May), Memorial Day (honoring the 
deceased), and Veterans Day (honoring those who have left the 
service).

May God Bless our Troops and keep them safe and God Bless 
the United States of America!

Saturday, May 16th
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Photo Submission Guidelines
Photos submitted for publication should have 
a minimum resolution of 150 dpi (or ppi), 
300 dpi for best results. Photos taken with 
camera phones are typically only 72 dpi 
and will be too grainy to print. If taking 
photos for a submission, please use a
digital camera. If supplying existing photos, 
please submit a high-quality print 
for scanning.
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THE NETHER WORLDS

This week, we will continue 
with the series of articles that 
delve into the roots of our 
Roman Catholic structures 
and rituals. Our subject is the 
nether worlds (the land of the 
dead).

Greek mythology describes 
“Charon” as the god of the lower 
world. He personally conducted 
the souls of the dead by boat 
across a river called Acheron 
to the infernal regions. The 
fare that was charged for this 
service was at least one obolus, 
but never more than three. The 
obolus was a coin of extremely 
low value, but in order that the 
ghost might meet this demand, 
the ancients placed it under 
the tongue of a deceased per-
son. Among the pre-Christian 
Romans, the burial of the dead 
was a most solemn duty. It 
was incumbent upon anyone 
who found an unburied body 
to at least cast earth upon it 
three times. If funeral rites were 
not performed, the soul of the 
dead person was believed to 
wander homelessly upon the 
earth forever. When a person 
was on his deathbed, a near 
relative caught the last breath 
in his own mouth. And as soon 
as death came, the eyes and 
mouth of the corpse were closed 
by one of those present. Next 

came the “conclamatio,” a cry or 
recall of the dead, uttering his 
or her name three times in order 
to ascertain the fact of death. If 
there was no answer, then the 
person was considered officially 
dead. A similar custom is still 
observed at the deathbed of a 
Pope, but with the addition of a 
good strong whack on the head.

Immediately after death, the 
body was washed with warm 
water, anointed with perfumes 
or spices, and then clothed in a 
toga or robe of office, if appro-
priate. Precious ornaments and 
rings were often added, in addi-
tion to the small coin that was 
placed in the mouth.

Charon is often represented as 
a stern and robust old man, with 
flame-like eyes, white bushy 
hair, and stained clothing, pro-
pelling the boat with a long 
rusty pole. The lower right hand 
corner of Michelangelo’s “Last 
Judgment” on the wall of the 
Sistine Chapel shows a scene 
of Charon performing his daily 
duties in a manner that only the 
great master could portray.

“Elysium” or the “Elysian 
Plains” (that which we call 
Heaven) was the place where 
chaste, moral, righteous, and 
virtuous people went after 
death, and where there was 
complete happiness — paradise 

Charon Carries Souls Across the River Acheron, which means “River of Pain.” 

and ideal bliss. Vergil repre-
sented Elysium as a region 
blessed with perpetual spring, 
beautiful flowers, pleasantly 
shaded groves, and never-
failing fountains.

“Hades” (our Purgatory), with 
its wide open doors, was in the 
depths of the earth. It was a 
place where all dead souls went 
while awaiting judgment and 
commitment to the upper or 
lower world. Hades was often 
represented as a grove of bar-
ren willows, veiled in darkness 
or clouds, where the sun never 
shone. The ground was covered 
with asphodel, a dreary plant 
of the lily family that was often 
planted on graves. The entrance 
to Hades was guarded by a dog 
named “Cerberus,” a terrible 
monster with three heads, a 
tail of three serpents, and a 
body bristling with vipers. He 
was friendly to all who entered, 
but if anyone tried to escape, 
he would seize that person and 
hold him fast.

“Tartarus” (our Hell) was a 
place beneath the earth, as far 
below Hades as Elysium was 
above the earth. It was closed 
by iron gates and occupancy 
was reserved as the abode of 
the damned, those people who 
had incurred the wrath of the 
gods and, in so doing, became 
subject to divine vengeance.

Remember, these were very 
popular beliefs as far back as 
500 years before the birth of 
Jesus Christ. Further evidence 
to support this faith lies in the 
countless number of skeletons 
that have been found still con-
taining the coins that had been 
placed in their mouths.

NEXT WEEK:
Sacrificum

DIAMONDS
ROLEX

ESTATE JEWELRY
Bought & Sold
Jewelers Exch. Bldg. 

Jim (617) 263-7766

Massachusetts Governor 
Maura Healey is feeling the 
heat, not only in polling num-
bers, but now in campaign 
fundraising. Healey has sent 
out a plea looking for donations 
to fuel her gubernatorial re-
election, after being outraised 
by Republican challenger Mike 
Minogue. Healey has made clear 
that she would be winning the 
fundraising battle if the self-
made billionaire Minogue was 
not self-funding his campaign.

“Do you have $14 million 
lying around?” asked the Maura 
Healey for Governor Campaign 
team in an e-mail to prospec-
tive donors. Healey’s campaign 
noted they are “at a disad-
vantage” financially, with the 
Governor’s campaign account 
sitting on $4,816,058 in cash, 
while Minogue’s sits flush at 
$10,091,961. “Every time we 
send out an e-mail or make a 
call to ask supporters like you 
to chip in $10 or $25, he can 
just open his checkbook and 
write himself another million 

Governor Maura Healey
Seeks Campaign Donations

by Patti Sartori

dollar check. We’re not going 
to pretend it doesn’t put us at a 
disadvantage. It does,” Healey’s 
campaign stated.

As of the most recent Office of 
Campaign and Political Finance 
(OCPF), Minogue has self-
funded his campaign with $13.5 
million, taking in $1,383,645 
in outside donations, amass-
ing a total of $14,883,645 in 
campaign contributions since 
announcing his candidacy back 
in October, 2025. During that 
same period, Healey received 
$2,789,789 in campaign 
contributions.

“Mike is grateful for the over-
whelming support he’s received. 
Voters in Massachusetts are 
tired of Healey’s failed leader-
ship. Voters of all backgrounds 
are coming together and fueling 
this campaign because they 
know this election is too impor-
tant to sit on the sidelines,” 
stated Minogue’s campaign. The 
call for donations follows recent 
polling showing Healey’s favor-
ability has slipped.

In a surprise move, the 
Boston City Council supported 
a resolution calling for Mayor 
Michelle Wu to restore her 
$724,000 cut to the Veteran’s 
budget, in what they believed 
would be “devastating” to vet-
erans military and families. 
The resolution was sponsored 
by Councilors Ed Flynn, a U.S. 
Navy Veteran himself, who 
served in Operation Enduring 
Freedom, and Erin Murphy, 
passing in an 11-0 vote.

“You cannot remove nearly 
three-quarters of a million dol-
lars from a department this 
small, and pretend there will 
be no impact. Cuts have conse-
quences. A 14% reduction may 
not sound large in the context of 
an overall city budget, but for a 
department that size, it is dev-
astating,” At-Large Councilor 
Erin Murphy stated. The pro-
posed Veterans Service Office 
budget for FY27 was $4.22 
million, compared to $4.94 for 
the current fiscal year, ending 
on June 30. That’s an approxi-
mate 14% reduction or almost 
$750,000. Meanwhile the over-
all city budget is expected to 
grow by 2.1 %, hitting $4.9 bil-
lion dollars.

“We should never cut a vet-
eran’s budget. Veteran’s make a 
solemn oath to our nation that 
they’re going to lay down their 
life in defense of our country. In 
return, the promise was always 
that they would be respected 

Boston City Council
Support Veterans Over Mayor Wu

by Patti Sartori

when they return to cities and 
towns across America, and part 
of that obligation is to support 
them in programs that they 
have earned. We’re not giving 
veterans and military families 
anything. They earned their ben-
efits,” Councilor Ed Flynn stated 
passionately on the council floor.

The only councilor who did 
not vote in support of the reso-
lution was Sharon Durkan, 
instead voting present, and 
Gabriela Coletta Zapata was 
absent from the meeting as 
she prepares to give birth to 
her first child. Durkan said she 
had procedural concerns with 
how the council was asked to 
support a budget amendment 
through a resolution, rather 
than using the traditional pro-
cess, requiring councilors to 
propose amendments to the 
mayor’s spending after hearing 
from city department heads on 
their office budgets. 

Councilor Ben Weber, Ways 
and Means Chair, voted in sup-
port of the resolution, but also 
expressed concerns about the 
procedural process, while let-
ting it be known he would be 
blocking future resolutions that 
call for budget amendments. 
The mayor’s office said the cut 
would not directly impact ser-
vices, and is primarily due to 
the removal of two grant pro-
grams, The Gap and Hometown 
Heroes, as well as reductions to 
non-personnel expenses. 
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Remembering
Peter J. Baldassari
January 16, 1944 - May 9, 2025

Maria (DiGirolamo) 
Del lo  Russo  passed 
away  p e a c ef u l l y  at 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital on May 5th. 
Born in Marsala, Sicily, 
Maria was the beloved 
daughter of the late 
Bernardo and Giuseppa 
(Titone) DiGirolamo.

Maria came to the 
United States with her 

family when she was 10 and settled in Boston’s North End. 
She was a loving wife, mother and nonni. She married 
Robert J. Dello Russo 55 years ago and they soon began 
their wonderful family. Maria loved to be at home with 
her family and kept a welcoming home where there 
were always beautifully prepared meals. She and Bobby 
enjoyed vacations in Florida, nights out on the town for 
dinner and dancing and Maria always enjoyed a day out 
shopping. As her grandsons came along, Maria focused 
her love and energy on caring for her boys and never 
missed one of their games or events.

The beloved wife of Robert J. Dello Russo, Maria was 
a devoted mother to Michael Dello Russo and his wife 
Carolina, Sabrina Dello Russo and her partner Shawn 
Corey and Robert Dello Russo. She was a loving nonni 
to Leonardo, Luciano and Lorenzo. She was the dear 
sister of Angelo DiGirolamo and his wife Anna, Paula 
D’Ambrosio and her husband Emilio, Caterina Tenaglia 
and her husband Tullio and Salvatore DiGirolamo. She is 
also survived by many nieces and nephews.

Relatives and friends were invited to visit with the 
family at Saint Leonard Church, 320 Hanover Street, 
Boston’s North End on Tuesday, May 12th followed by a 
Mass of Christian Burial. Services concluded with burial 
at Woodlawn Cemetery, Everett. 

Maria (DiGirolamo)
Dello Russo

May 5, 2026

Creator and caretaker of All Saints’ Way 
on Battery Street in the North End. As a 
dear friend perfectly wrote “A cherished 
landmark that Peter lovingly created and 
maintained. Through his meticulous care 
and encyclopedic knowledge of the saints, 
Peter offered not only a visual tribute but 
a spiritual education to all who passed by 
— residents and visitors from around the 
world alike.”

On May 15, 1976, Father Bill answered God’s 
call, devoting himself to the ministerial priest-
hood, touching the souls of countless people and 
changing lives along the way. Through his Jesuit 
formation, received at Boston College, Father 
Bill understood that in order to be an effective 
leader, one must first be a servant. Father Bill 
has embodied this truth with dedication and 
generosity for the past 50 years.

At a recent celebratory mass, Father Michael 
Della Penna, Pastor of St. Leonard Church in 
Boston’s North End, spoke in great detail and 
with deep appreciation for Father Bill’s guidance 
and mentoring over the many years they have 
known each other.

“Those who know him well know that faith and 
humor go hand in hand through Father Bill’s 
trademark dry wit. Whether he is handing out lit-
tle Jesuses to strangers, making friends in North 
End coffee shops or drawing youth into active 
roles in the church, Father Bill brings a joyful 
presence and sense of humor that is as disarm-
ing as it is deeply human. Because he has dem-
onstrated a Franciscan Heart, one who seeks to 
serve others, people entrusted into his care, and 
Jesus Christ, I am awarding Father Bill with our 
Immaculate Conception Medal, which designates 
him as an official affiliate of our Provine. We can 
now call Father Bill — Brother Bill. Thank you for 

Father Bill
Celebrates Golden Jubilee Ordination

serving the church in so many ways. 50 years of 
priesthood is not just a milestone, it is a legacy, 
a testimony, to grace, perseverance and a heart 
molded by God’s compassion. Congratulations 
and thank you for 50 beautiful years of faithful 
love and may your priesthood continue to reflect 
the heart of Christ the servant,” offered Father 
Michael. God Bless!

(L to R): Father Bill marked his 50th 
anniversary in the priesthood, on May 15, 
2026 with a celebratory mass at St. Leonard 
Church in the North End of Boston alongside 
Pastor Father Michael Della Penna

The Annual Meeting of the 
Italian American Alliance (IAA) 
was held, Thursday, May 7, 
2026 at 6:30 p.m., at the Sons 
and Daughters of Italy Hall, 520 
Pleasant Street, Watertown, 
MA. The IAA will celebrate their 
10th anniversary in February, 
2027. The organization was 
originally formed to provide a 
voice unifying Massachusetts 
Italian American Organizations 
and unite the Italian American 
community in sharing the his-
tory, heritage and pride in the 
values and accomplishments of 
shared Italian heritage.

Today the IAA continues to 
stand strong and ready to field 
concerns, fears, or issues that 
affect Massachusetts Italian 
American causes, including 
the recent support by Italian 
Americans for the Columbus 
Day Holiday. It continues to be 
an important national and state 
holiday that must be recognized 
and the group will continue to 

Italian American Alliance
Annual Meeting

Standing Strong Together — Stare Forti Insieme

stand strong and coordinate 
with other organizations to 
ensure “our holiday” is not 
cancelled or erased!

The group was joined by State 
Representative Jeffrey Turco as 
well as Arnaldo Minuti, Consul 
General of Italy in Boston, who 
both have been steadfast sup-
porters of the IAA. Representative 
Turco remains one of the orga-
nizations strongest and most 
consistent supporter at the State 
House. He reminded the group to 
stand firm against the attempts 
to re-characterize history, and 
encouraged attendees to claim, 
with pride, their Italian heritage, 
expand the base of support 
and membership by pulling the 
younger generation into the fold. 
Nothing is more important than 
customs and traditions, and they 
must be maintained if we as a 
culture are to remain relevant 
moving forward.

The Consul General from 
Italy to Boston, Arnaldo Minuti, 

expressed his pleasure at the 
opportunity to speak at the 
IAA’s annual gathering. He has 
witnessed the passion Italian 
Americans have for their culture 
and heritage. Over the genera-
tions, through the integration of 
Italians into American Society, 
the language has been lost, but 
the sense of belonging to Italian 
culture is still strong, as is the 
love for one’s roots. He thanked 
the group for continuing to 
carry Italy in their hearts and 
hoped they will continue to pass 
it on to future generations.

President of the IAA, James 
DiStefano, reminded everyone 
if you haven’t renewed your 
IAA membership, or would 
like to join, please do so today. 
Membership dues are $10 per 
member (or a little more if you 
would like to support our efforts 
further).

Please join or renew online 
www.theitalianamerican 
alliance.com

Italian American Alliance (IAA) members, officers and distinguished guests, Consul General 
of Italy in Boston Arnaldo Minuti and State Representative Jeffrey Turco, at the 2026 annual 
meeting. (L-R) State Representative Jeffrey Turco, Al Cecchinelli, Ross Zagami, IAA President 
James DiStefano,  Angelo Fiorenzi, Ivana Maroncelli, Consul General Arnaldo Minuti, Steve 
DeAngelis, Italian American Alliance National Council President, Virginia Papa Gardner, Marisa 
DiPietro, Tom Damigella, Florence Guidari and CJ Giangi
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L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore
Lessons from Our Natural World
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Around this time of year, I 
feel a sense of energy bubbling 
up inside me. All of the cabin 
fever and restless excitement 
over a new spring evaporates 
into the warm air, a surge of 
joy and release as refreshing 
as an afternoon rain shower. 
As the temperatures hit ever-
higher degrees, I can practi-
cally smell the summer in the 
air, the promise of barbecues 
and ocean waves and ice-cold 
glasses of lemonade. When 
class is dismissed at the school 
where I teach and students run 
out into the luminous day, their 
unbridled happiness is conta-
gious as they scamper across 
the bright green, sun-soaked 
grass. Indeed, the month of 
May as a whole calls for outdoor 
excursions. Traditionally the 
beginning of summer, May her-
alds warmer temperatures and 
an explosion of tender leaves on 
trees. It is definitely not a month 
to stay cooped up indoors, but 
rather one to venture outside 
and revel in all the delights 
nature has to offer. From Italian 
traditions to nature-based holi-
days, the call of the wild proves 
most exciting in May. 

In Italy, one of the most 
beloved traditions is called la 
passeggiata, or evening stroll. 
After dinner, Italian families 
and friends meander through 
city streets or rural lanes, 
enjoying the outdoor experience 
and each other’s company. In 
urban areas, la passeggiata 
may involve stopping for some 
delicious, creamy gelato, casual 
window shopping, or sitting 
and chatting along the rim of 
one of Italy’s many beautiful 
fountains. People in the coun-
tryside may rest in the shade of 
trees, pick fruit, or pack a small 
picnic of sweets and wine. In 
an age where too many people 
are tempted to watch television 
right after dinner, I love the idea 
of a tradition that encourages 

(Image by Freepik)

people to step outside and 
partake in the universal and 
time-honored pleasures of fresh 
air, loved ones and the nourish-
ment of food and drink. I fondly 
remember my evening passeg-
giate from when I visited Italy 
several years ago: the walks 
through bustling city centers, 
where the late-day sun turned 
ancient ruins to the color of 
gold, and the hikes along dirt 
roads in my dad’s home region 
of Abruzzi, watching the dusky 
sky darken the mountains. My 
husband loves to go outside and 
walk, so often I will try to recre-
ate la passeggiata here at home. 
As I walk around my neighbor-
hood in this balmy month of 
May, I pay special attention to 
the life all around me: jubilant 
children kicking a soccer ball, 
robins hopping among blades of 
grass, the sun peeking through 
branches laden with delicate 
pink flowers. 

May brims with a number of 
special holidays that encourage 
such outdoor excursions. The 
month begins with May Day, 
an ancient holiday celebrating 
the start of summer. It is also 
a holiday honoring flowers and 
trees, which are their most 
beautiful now. Mother’s Day, 
which occurred on the 10th of 
the month this year, not only 
allows us to express gratitude 
for the wonderful things moth-
ers do for us but also prompts 
us to enjoy their company. On 
Mother’s Day, my family and I 
often go out for ice cream, an 
activity all the more special 
because of its simplicity and its 
unencumbered focus on loved 
ones, food, and the warm sun. 
Soon, it will be Memorial Day, 
and countless families will fire 
up the grill and eat summer 
produce outdoors. Others will 
flock to the beach or the moun-
tain — any outdoor place will 
do, as Memorial Day weekend 
is considered the unofficial start 

of summer! Earlier, however, 
May hosted another summer 
holiday, Ascension Day, known 
as la Festa dell’Ascensione 
in Italian. Falling forty days 
after Easter, this holiday com-
memorates Jesus’s ascent into 
Heaven. Italians celebrate it 
with outdoor excursions and 
picnics, as typical for the holi-
days of May. Another feast 
known as la Pasqua Rossa, or 
Pentecost, falls fifty days after 
Easter and honors the descent 
of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus’s 
disciples. Italian churches often 
scatter rose petals during the 
services to symbolize the Holy 
Spirit, incorporating a lovely 
outdoor symbol of summer. 

This month, be sure to spend 
an abundant amount of time 
enjoying nature. The warm 
days, the sunlight that lasts 
into the late hours of the eve-
ning, the succulent fruits of 
summer — these are all the 
pleasures Mother Earth has 
to offer this time of the year. It 
is also important to remember 
that what makes these delights 
so special is the fact that they 
are fleeting, since the year is a 
cycle always in motion, so relish 
May while you can! Whether you 
choose to take a passeggiata in 
the golden hours of dusk, or 
whether you opt for a picnic 
on Memorial Day weekend, or 
whether you simply agree to 
meet a friend for ice cream or a 
quick bike ride, strive to appre-
ciate all that nature has to offer. 
May will come to a close before 
we know it, but her beautiful 
experiences are available right 
now, ready for our fulfillment. 

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz 
is a high school history teacher. 
She appreciates any comments 
and suggestions about Italian 
ho l idays and fo lk lore  a t 
adicenso89@gmail.com.

I am a retired police offi-
cer inside the City of Boston 
working as a Metro Boston 
Area DMH police officer for 
28 years. I retired 13 years 
ago, 15 days after the Boston 
Marathon bombings. As former 
law enforcement I have serious 
concerns over the training that 
ICE agents receive before hitting 
the streets. After watching what 
happened on the streets in St. 
Paul and Minneapolis when fed-
eral agents, doing what should 
have been police work, ended 
up killing two civilians. Many 
have called ICE “troublemak-
ers.” The anti-ICE crowd cried 
out that innocent protesters 
were needlessly murdered by 
ICE or Border Patrol agents . 
Either way, two people died out 
in Minnesota at two different 
protests in two different cities.

I still wonder if these fed-
eral agents were given enough 
deescalation training. It did 
seem like the agents up in 
Minnesota were acting less 
like police officers and more 
like SEAL Team 6 doing urban 
warfare. NYC Mayor Mandani’s 
recent response to the May Day 
anti-ICE flash mob blocking a 
hospital ER entrance was dis-
gusting as he bashed the feds 
for the unrest playing outside 
a hospital. His words were rep-
licated by others like Brooklyn 
City Councilor Sandy Nurse 
who denounced the NYPD for 
“coordinating with ICE” in 
“violation of our sanctuary city 
laws” when all the cops were 
doing was trying to shut down 
an out of control riot.

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run dates:  05/08, 05/15, 05/22/2026

NOTICE OF SALE
Not ice is  hereby given by Stephens 
Automotive Transport, 60 Union Street, 
Medford, MA 02155, pursuant to the provisions 
of G.L.c.255 39A, that on May 23, 2026 at 
10AM, at said address, the following motor 
vehicle(s) will be sold, in as is condition, no 
keys, at public sale to satisfy our garage 
keeper’s lien thereon for towing, storage, and 
expenses of notice and sale:

2012 HONDA CIVIC, BLACK 
Vin #2HGFG3B84CH509830

2002 JEEP LIBERTY, ORANGE  
Vin #1J4GL58K72W191872
2007 FORD FOCUS, RED 

Vin #1FAHP37N57W201536
2015 NISSAN SENTRA, GRAY 

Vin #3N1AB7AP0FY338759
2008 INFINITI G35, GRAY 

Vin #JNKBV61F78M269101
2018 FORD FUSION, SILVER 

Vin #3FA6P0LUXJR138642
2011 INFINITI G37, SILVER 
Vin #JN1CV6AR7BM355356

2008 HONDA ACCORD, GRAY 
Vin #JHMCP26838C028577

2009 NISSAN ROGUE, GRAY 
Vin #JN8AS58V69W161365

2020 HYUNDAI KONA, WHITE 
Vin #KM8K12AA3LU572973

2011 TOYOTA COROLLA, WHITE 
Vin #2T1BU4EE2BC674846

2010 TOYOTA PRIUS, SILVER 
Vin #JTDKN3DU7A0089155
2010 KIA SEDONA, SILVER 
Vin #KNDMG4C30A6339835

2010 NISSAN ALTIMA, WHITE 
Vin #1N4AL2AP2AC191672
2007 TOYOTA PRIUS, RED 
Vin #JTDKB20U377657698

2007 HONDA ODYSSEY, BLUE 
Vin #5FNRL38797B044320

The opinions expressed by our columnists and 
contributors are not necessarily the same as those 
of The Post-Gazette, its publisher or editor. Photo 
submissions are accepted by the Post-Gazette provided 
they are clear, original photos. There is a $5 charge 
for each photo submitted. Photos can be submitted via  
e-mail: postgazette@aol.com. If you want your photos 
returned, include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

This insanity isn’t restricted 
to New York City but travels 
all the way up to Albany. State 
lawmakers there are presently 
planning even newer bans on 
local law enforcement working 
with ICE. Democrats in New 
York State need to start pro-
tecting their own citizens for  
a change. The same holds true 
for our own elected officials 
locally at both Boston City  
Hall and up on Beacon Hill. 
We seem to be doing the same 
thing here.

There is a place for ICE agents 
upholding federal law. There is 
a place for the feds and local law 
enforcement actually working 
together. Pitting federal agents 
against local police is doomed 
to make matters worse. We are 
in the midst of celebrating our 
250th birthday in America and 
I think our Founders must be 
turning over in their graves at 
the mess this nation of ours 
has fallen into. I still believe we 
remain the greatest and freest 
of all. Right now, though, I feel 
like I am riding on one of those 
two-ended MBTA streetcars of 
old with conductors on both 
ends trying to take passengers 
(all of us) simultaneously in two 
different directions. 

We fought a revolution and a 
civil war to keep America alive 
along with everything it means 
for all of us. We need to stop 
hating each other. President 
Ronald Reagan once said, 
“America is always one genera-
tion away from its extinction.” 
We don’t want to be that genera-
tion, do we?
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Bricco
Boutique ItalianCuisine

241 Hanover St. • 617.248.6800

Maré
Seafood & Oyster Bar

223 Hanover St., 3 Mechanic St. • 617.723.MARE

Quattro
Grill, Rosticceria & Pizzeria
266 Hanover St. 617.720.0444

AquaPazza
Oyster Bar & Italian Kitchen

135 Richmond St. • 857-350-3105

Trattoria Il Panino
Boston’s 1st Original Trattoria
11 Parmenter St. • 617.720.1336

Assaggio
Positano Cuisine Restaurant • Lounge

29 Prince St. Boston • 617-865-1265

Umbria
Steakhouse & mia Roof Deck
250 Hanover St. • 617-868-1265 

Dolce
Italian Cafe with 33 Flavors of Tiramisu

272 Hanover St.

umbria
Italian steakhouse

& mia
              ROOF DECK

This July, Massachusetts will 
welcome more than 60 ships 
from around the world as the 
Sail Boston 2026 celebration 
arrives in Boston Harbor. In 
the largest convergence of ships 
to assemble in the area since 
2000, millions of spectators 
are expected to enjoy the Meet 
Boston Parade of Sail through-
out Boston Harbor on Saturday, 
July 11. 

Beginning at 9:00 a.m. beyond 
Deer Island in Massachusetts 
Bay, crew and cadets will pre-
pare to bring their ships into 
the city’s inner harbor (past 
Castle Island) close to 10:15 
a.m. The ships will turn around 
in Boston’s inner harbor before 
heading to various berthing 
locations throughout the city. 
Once berthed, the ships will 
be open for public visitation 
through July 15, and include 
sailing exhibitions, sailing 
workshops, and opportunities 
to interact with multinational 
crews and representatives. 
Among the vessels convening 
in the Boston Harbor this July 
are 12 Flag Ships, represent-
ing allied navies from around 
the world. 

“Sail Boston will give millions 
of residents and visitors the 
chance to experience our city 
and its beautiful waterfront 
through a spectacular display 
of some of the world’s largest 
wooden vessels, just steps from 
our city center,” said Boston 
Mayor Michelle Wu. “I’m excited 
for our harbor to serve as the 
final stop of their journey, and 
I look forward to continuing 
our work with partners and the 
many city, state, and private 
agencies whose collaboration 
has been essential to bringing 
this landmark event to life.”

Boston proudly serves as 
the fifth port of the Sail 250 
Regatta, a global gathering of 
tall ships and military ships to 
celebrate the 250th Anniversary 
of the founding of the United 

States. Tall ship celebrations 
are a beloved Massachusetts 
and Boston tradition that dates 
to 1976, when a band of ships 
came to Boston Harbor as part 
of the nation’s Bicentennial 
celebration. Sail Boston has 
managed the convergence of the 
tall ships in 1992, 2000, 2009, 
and 2017. 

“Boston’s maritime history 
is so unique; it is integral to 
our identity, which Sail Boston 
will showcase in spectacular 
ways,” said Martha Sheridan, 
President and CEO of Meet 
Boston, the presenting spon-
sor of Sail Boston. “Sail Boston 
will offer wonderful experiences 
for visitors and residents alike, 
shining a light on our museums 
and cultural institutions, our 
world-class dining opportuni-
ties, the Boston Harbor Islands, 
and all the beautiful parks and 
green spaces that align our 
iconic waterways.”

“We are thrilled to welcome 
the world to Boston this July,” 
said Dusty Rhodes, Executive 
Director of Sail Boston, Inc., 
the organization in charge of the 
event. “By bringing these ships 
into our harbor from all over 
the world, we hope to promote 
our city as a leading destination 
for world-class — and free — 
events, like the Parade of Sail 
and two fireworks displays.” 

Sail Boston is managed and 
produced by Conventures, Inc., 
Boston’s premier event and pro-
duction agency, in partnership 

with the City of  Boston, 
Massport, and Massachusetts 
Office of Travel and Tourism. 
The event is supported by doz-
ens of local companies, head-
lined by presenting sponsor 
Meet Boston.

To learn more about Sail 
Boston and the Sail  250 
Regatta, visit www.SailBoston.
com or follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram and join the con-
versation using #SailBoston. 

 
About Sail Boston, Inc.:

Since 1992, Sail Boston, Inc., 
a 501 (c)3 not-for-profit organi-
zation, has hosted more than 
475 international tall ships and 
vessels of interest to Boston and 
many Massachusetts coastal 
communities. Sail Boston, Inc. 
endeavors to develop programs 
that provide economic develop-
ment and cultural enrichment 
for citizens, businesses, and 
visitors in the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. For more 
information on Sail Boston, Inc. 
and Sail Boston 2026, please 
visit SailBoston.com.

About Sail250:
Sail250® is a global gathering 

of Tall Ships to celebrate the 
250th birthday of the United 
States. With stops in New 
Orleans, Norfolk, Baltimore, 
New York City, and Boston, 
each stop will gather crew, 
cadets, and visitors for an 
unforgettable experience in 
celebration of our nation’s 
birthday.

Angela’s birth date, which 
is not known with certainty, 
is often listed as 1248. Born 
of a leading family in Foligno, 
Italy, she became immersed 
in the quest for wealth and 
social position. As a wife and 
mother, she continued this life 
of distraction.

Around the age of 40, she 
recognized the emptiness of her 
life and sought God’s help in 
the Sacrament of Penance. Her 
Franciscan confessor helped 
Angela to seek God’s pardon for 
her previous life and to dedicate 
herself to prayer and works of 
charity.

Three years later, Angela’s 
mother passed away followed, 
a few months later, by her hus-
band and children. With one ser-
vant woman as her companion, 
she began to divest herself of 
her possessions and to live as a 
penitent. In 1291, Angela joined 
the Third Order of St. Francis. 
She placed herself under the 
direction of a Franciscan friar 

Saint Angela of Foligno
by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

named Arnoldo, who would 
serve as her confessor.

At her confessor’s advice, 
Angela wrote her Book of Visions 
and Instructions. In it she recalls 
some of the temptations she 
suffered after her conversion; 
she also expresses her thanks 
to God for the Incarnation of 
Jesus.

Angela is said to have received 
mystical revelations, which she 
dictated to a scribe in the late 

13th century. These accounts 
are contained in a compilation 
of two works, usually pub-
lished under the title Il Libro 
della Beata Angela da Foligno. 
This book and her life earned 
for Angela the title “Teacher of 
Theologians.” 

Between 1296 and her death 
in early 1309, she established 
at Foligno a community of other 
women tertiaries, who added to 
the Rule of the Third Order a 
commitment to a common life 
without binding themselves to 
an enclosure so that they might 
devote their lives to works of 
charity

At Christmas 1308, Angela 
told her companions she would 
die shortly. A few days later,  
she had a vision of Christ 
appearing to her and promis-
ing to come personally to take 
her to heaven. She passed away  
in her sleep on January 3,  
1309.

The Feast day of Saint Angela 
of Foligno is January 4.

Sail Boston 2026
to Commence with the

Meet Boston Parade of Sail 
More Than 60 Ships from Around the World

to be Welcomed by the Port of Boston

Silvio Laccetti is a national columnist
and a retired Prof. of History, Stevens Tech, Hoboken, NJ

As part of 200th anniver-
sary celebration, I presented 
a resolution to our County 
Bicentennial Congress which 
I chaired. Very recently, I pre-
sented this parchment scroll 
document to the officials and 
leaders of our current celebra-
tion of the nation: America 250. 
Not having read the document 
in 50 years, I was struck by 
how applicable and useful its 
precepts are for all of us as 
we navigate our very unsettled 
times. Its relevance is immedi-
ate to America, be it 1776, 1976 
or today.

THE PAST IS PROLOGUE;
America 1776, 1976, 2026 …

by Silvio Laccetti

Perhaps it is particularly 
important today to reaffirm our 
national resilience in time of 
crises, and political divisions 
such as this nation has not 
seen since the 1850s. What 
is ahead for us in the next 50 
years? Hopefully, we are guided 
by our past.

The act of commemorating 
our nation’s Bicentennial is a 
reaffirmation of those ideals 
and commitments which have 
brought forth, developed and 
characterized our national life. 
The American Republic cannot 
remain vibrant if its basic politi-
cal tenets are only confined to 
the written word transcribed 
and stored in museums, monu-
ments and textbooks. These 
tenets must be written large 
in the minds of all citizens and 
we must continually strive to 
foster as general and immedi-
ate awareness of government 
and of the individual’s role in it. 
Responsible citizenship finds its 
most powerful ally in a vigorous, 

Prof Silvio Laccetti (center) 
with principals from the 
Jersey City History Museum 
and Public Library

Checking an item in the scroll

unbiased local free press serv-
ing as the public’s eye in the 
corridors of civic affairs.

The present social and politi-
cal changes and uncertainties, 
rather than serving as a cause 
of bewilderment and confu-
sion, should instead serve to 
stimulate the creative energies 
and abilities that this nation 
has so often summoned forth 
in the past.

We affirm: 1. That govern-
ment and public policy is the 
reflection of broad citizen par-
ticipation and direction. The 
increasing complexity and chal-
lenges of our future life demand 
greater vigilance and involve-
ment on the part of all American 
citizens.

2. Our institutions, among 
them a free press, the educa-
tional system and constituted 
government though structur-
ally sound, must be continually 
renewed to meet the future.

Conceived in the crucible of 
change, America has accepted 
her previous difficult challenges 
and will accept these present 
ones in her quest for a better 
life for all her people. 

Therefore, let us resolve that 
America 250, through its activi-
ties, committees and involved 
citizens, reaffirm and seek 
everywhere to encourage these 
basic principles in America’s 
Third Century.
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2026
NORTH END 

FESTIVAL DIRECTORY

SAN GENNARO FEAST	 TBA	
	 Paul Revere Mall (Prado) Hanover St.	
	 Sunday Procession	 12 pm

ST. ROSALIA di PALERMO	 TBA	
	 Procession Only - North Square                     	 1 pm

JUNE
SANTA MARIA DI ANZANO	 June 7
	 Italian Mass St. Leonard Church	 10:30 am
	 Procession –  Hanover – Prince Sts.	 1 pm

ST. THERESA SOCIETY	 June 28
	 Mass St. Leonard Church	 10:30 am
	 Procession – Hanover – Prince Sts.	 1 pm

MADONNA DEL GRAZIE	 July 12
	 Mass St. Leonard Church	 10:30 am
	 Procession –  Hanover – Prince Sts.	 2 pm   
SAN ROCCO  	 July 19
	 Italian Mass St. Leonard Church	 10:30 am
	 Procession –  Hanover – Prince Sts.	 1 pm

ST. JOSEPH	 July 24, 25, 26
	 Sunday Procession – Hanover – Prince Sts.	 7 pm

AUGUST

ST. AGRIPPINA	 July 30, 31, August 1, 2
	 Hanover & Battery Sts.  Opens 7 pm on Thursday
	 Sunday Procession 	 12 noon 
MADONNA DELLA CAVA 	  August 7, 8, 9
	 Hanover & Battery Sts.  Opens 7 pm on Friday	
	 Sunday Procession	 1 pm

MADONNA del SOCCORSO	  August 13,14, 15, 16		
	 North, Fleet & Lewis Sts. (Fisherman’s)	
	 Sunday Procession 1 pm - Flight of the Angel 8 pm

SANTA LUCIA	 August 27
	 Thursday, Feast & Procession 	 5 pm
	 Thacher & Endicott Sts.                                   	  

ST. ANTHONY’S FEAST	  August 28, 29, 30
	 Endicott & Thacher, N. Margin Sts.	
	 Sunday Procession	 12 pm

SEPTEMBER

ADDITIONAL ITALIAN FESTIVALS

JULY

Gloucester, MA
SAINT PETER’S FIESTA	    June 24, 25, 26, 27, 28
	 Sunday Mass 10 am (Outdoor) - Procession 12 pm
	 For more details visit: http://stpetersfiesta.org/

Newton, MA
ITALIAN AMERICAN FESTIVAL 	 July 15-19
St. Mary of Carmen Society
	 The Lake - Nonantum at Pelligrini Park

Malden, MA
SAINT ROCCO FESTIVAL	 August 7, 8, 9
	 Pearl Street, Malden, MA
	 Sunday Procession 	 1 pm

Lawrence, MA
FEAST of the THREE SAINTS	 August 28, 29, 30
Saints Alfio, Filadelfo and Cirino
	 Common & Union Streets, Lawrence
	 Sunday Procession 	 3 pm

Cambridge Festival
SS COSMAS AND DAMIAN 	 Sept. 10,11,12,13
	 Sunday Procession 	 1 pm
	 Warren and Cambridge St., Cambridge

Friends, Romans, Countrymen!
by Laura Carlo

His father was a professional 
musician and a member of the 
highly respected Minnesota 
Orchestra. His brother and 
cousin are also professional 
musicians. And he took clarinet 
lessons starting in the 5th grade. 
So you’re guessing this column 
is about a professional clarinet-
ist? Well, not quite. 

Meet Mark Volpe, now an arts 
consultant and professor of arts 
management on two continents, 
but for 24 years before this, the 
CEO of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra. I met Mr. Volpe back 
in the late 1990s when I was 
the new morning show host for 
Boston’s then-commercial clas-
sical music station and he was 
the new head of the BSO. 

He got his undergraduate 
degree in music from the pres-
tigious Eastman School, and 
actually subbed as a clarinetist 
in the Minnesota Orchestra, 
sitting not too far from his dad. 

He recounted an audition for 
the San Francisco Symphony. “I 
played a section of Beethoven’s 
‘6th Symphony,’ and then I 
heard someone shout ‘Next!’ 
I’d say I stopped because I 
got tired of losing auditions. 
Funny thing, though, once the 
pressure was off, that’s when I 
started winning auditions!”

Instead of continuing as a 
musician, however, he got 
his Juris Doctorate from, the 
University of Minnesota Law 
School.

“I grew up back stage. My 
mother was unbelievable. She 
had polio and yet still managed 
to take care of her 4 kids and our 
dad. She’d take us to rehearsals 
every Saturday morning.” He 
went from a kid back stage, to 
the front office, as the Executive 
VP/General Manager of the 
Orchestra. “It was so funny — 
my dad would stop by my office 
and would regularly ask me for a 
raise! And no, it didn’t happen!”

During his amazing career, 
he has been at the helm of the 
Minnesota, Baltimore, Detroit 
and Boston Symphonies. When 
he was recruited by the Detroit 
Symphony as their new presi-
dent, it was at a critical time 
for both orchestra and city. 
“The city was in desperate need 
of urban renewal. At the same 
time, there had been a survey 
of what institutions were impor-
tant to the city and the Detroit 
Symphony was listed as ‘not 
viable’ and placed at the bot-
tom of the list. Imagine walking 
into that!” He convinced top 
businessmen (all from Detroit’s 
automotive industry, “It’s a 
one-industry city”) and other 
community leaders to put an 
ambitious plan into place. They 
purchased 18 city blocks, and 
with the help of a city pledge 
and a bond issue, built a new 
symphony hall, a high school 
for the performing arts, and a 
medical facility with a parking 

deck for 1,000 cars. By day, 
the deck serviced the medical 
offices, by night, the orchestra 
attendees. That project actually 
was the catalyst for bringing 
Detroit back to life.”

I told him I thought that was 
such a brave and bold move. 
“I’ve always had a desire to 
build up. Madrid and Barcelona 
had done similar by putting 
their orchestras and cultural 
institutions at the heart of their 
urban renewal projects, and 
the cities started coming back 
to life.”

“Studying law, you learn 
that everything is contractual. 
Studying labor law, constitu-
tional, copyright, real estate 
law, is such a commitment, but 
a great foundation for what I 
needed to do for the orchestras. 
By having that background, 
for example, we were able to 
build four new buildings out 
at Tanglewood (the summer 
home of the BSO). We were 
able to negotiate 8 successful 
labor agreements. During my 
tenure we were able to raise 
over $850-million in annual and 
capital funds, and quadrupled 
the endowment to $540 million, 
the largest of any orchestra in 
the world.”

I asked about some of the 
changes he had seen through 
his 2-dozen years in Boston? 

“One of the biggest things was 
the way people were consum-
ing their symphony music. I’m 
talking about TV backing away 
from symphony presentations, 
while downloads and streaming 
services were stepping forward 
in popularity. I needed to find 
ways to cut through the clutter. 
That’s when the Tanglewood 
Learning Institute was created, 
to provide a whole new variety 
of opportunities for people, 
and not just be a summer 
place for rehearsal rooms and 
performances.”

Since retiring from the BSO, 
Mr. Volpe has served as an 
adviser for orchestras and 
music festivals, and has lec-
tured at universities including 
Harvard, MIT and Yale. He is 
a visiting professor at Bocconi 
SDA in Milan, and at univer-
sities of Rome, Venice and 
Bologna. He was awarded the 
Chevalier of the Order of Arts & 
Letters by the French Ministry 
of Culture, and also has numer-
ous honorary doctorates.

I asked him to tell me his 
memories from his Italian 
side of the family. “My grand- 
parents died in their 90s, and  
I remember just being an 
incredibly close family. Because 
my Italian-Catholic dad mar-
ried my Greek Orthodox mom, 
they had to have two wedding 
ceremonies, and we kids had 
to be baptized twice! My mom  
was a great Greek food cook, 
but she learned to cook Italian 
for my dad’s sake, so I grew up 
with both! Regardless of what 
was on the table, I remember 
that the importance of family 
was always stressed.” He added, 
“I learned something from a 
woman in Italy with whom I 
wrote an arts fundraising book. 
She said, ‘In America you have 
corporations with no connec-
tion to the family who may have 
started the business. In Italy, 
businesses/organizations are 
handed down for generations.’ 
And to that point, I often take 
the train between cities in Italy. 
On Sundays the trains are 
jammed. If their mothers are 
still alive, everyone goes home 
for Sunday dinner, no excep-
tions. That’s an amazing bond, 
and a strong foundation for life.”

And off to Milan again to teach 
his next class!

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run date: 05/15/2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court Department
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

Middlesex Division
Docket No. 18W1271

ISABELLA MARIE MATOS ALMEIDA, 
Plaintiff(s)

v.
MIKE KC SANTANA, Defendant(s)

To the above named Defendant(s) Mike KC 
Santana

A Complaint has been presented to this 
Court by the Plaintiff(s) Isabella Marie 
Matos Almeida seeking a Complaint for 
Modification.

You are required to serve upon Isabella 
Marie Matos Almeida or attorney for 
plaintiff(s) whose address is 46 Pearl Harbor 
Road, Framingham, MA 01702 your answer 
on or before 16th day of June 2026. If you 
fail to do so, the court will proceed to hearing 
and adjudication of this  action. You are also 
­required to file a copy of your ­answer in 
the ­office of this Court at 370 Jackson St.,  
5th Floor, Lowell, MA 01852.

Witness, TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, Esq., 
First Justice of said Court at Lowell,  
this day of May 05th, 2026.

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate Court

LEGAL NOTICE 

Vehicles may be seen by appointment 
only. Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 05/15, 05/22, 05/29/2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit 
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L.c.255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after June 08, 2026 by 
public or private sale to satisfy a lien 
for towing, storage, and all other fees 
due.

2003 INFINITI G35 
Vin #JNKCV51E23M315805

2008 MAZDA MAZDA3 
Vin #JM1BK344881133161
2013 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 

Vin #5NPDH4AE5DH159164
2014 NISSAN SENTRA 

Vin #3N1AB7AP4EY204013
2013 FORD FUSION 

Vin #3FA6P0HR1DR306788
2015 CHEVROLET EQUINOX 
Vin #1GNFLFEK2FZ117119

2004 ACURA TL 
Vin #19UUA66214A007079

2004 MERCEDES BENZ S-CLASS 
Vin #WDBNG84J14A392486

2007 HYUNDAI SONATA 
Vin #5NPET46C97H210731

Mark Volpe

Small Ads 
Get Big 
Results

For more information call
617-227-8929
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by Bennett Molinari & Richard Molinari

Ieri e Oggi
Yesterday & Today

a column of past and current events
Despite the clouds and spring 

showers it was a successful, 
busy weekend in District 1. Love 
Your Block was a hit! Thanks to 
all the neighbors, throughout 
the neighborhoods who joined 
efforts to beautify the streets 
and parks.

T h e  E a s t  B o s t o n  a n d 
Charlestown Little League 
also kicked off their season as 
the Piers Park Sailing Center, 
situated on Marginal Street, 
along the magnificent East 
Boston waterfront, celebrated 
opening day.

Fun Filled Weekend in District 1
East Boston, North End & Charlestown

Elected Officials, including Mayor Wu, State Senator Lydia 
Edwards and State Representative Adrian Madaro participate 
in the East Boston Little League (EBLL) 2026 exercises.

Charlestown Little League Celebrates Opening Day.

Volunteers Clean Up in Brophy Park, 
Jeffries Point, East Boston.

Love Your Block Clean Up volunteers in Paul Revere 
Mall (Prado) on Hanover Street in the North End.

Mayor Michelle Wu joins the 
festivities at Festa Field for 
the Opening Day of the East 
Boston Little League (EBLL) 
season.

William Morris was born in England in 
1834. He was a towering Victorian figure — 
designer, poet, novelist, and socialist activist 
— who founded the Arts and Crafts movement 
to champion traditional craftsmanship over 
industrial mass production.

Born into a wealthy family, Morris grew up 
exploring Epping Forest, fostering a deep love 
for nature. He attended Oxford University 
intending to be a clergyman, but was drawn 
to medieval art, literature, and the Pre-Raphaelite movement.

Morris married Jane Burden, a model for many Pre-Raphaelite 
artists, in 1859.

In 1861, he founded Morris, Marshall, Faulkner & Co. (later 
Morris & Co.), focusing on designing high-quality wallpaper, textiles, 
stained glass, and furniture. His work, such as the “Strawberry 
Thief” design, rejected industrialization in favor of handcrafted 
beauty. He revolutionized British interior design with nature-
inspired patterns, founded the Kelmscott Press, and was a leading, 
vocal socialist in the 1880s. 

A prolific writer, Morris was widely recognized for epic poems and 
stories, including The Earthly Paradise and News from Nowhere a 
utopian romance. Deeply critical of industrial capitalism, Morris 
became a dedicated revolutionary socialist in the 1880s. He founded 
the Socialist League and frequently lectured on the intersection of 
art and social reform. He founded the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings to combat destructive Victorian restorations.

His life was defined by intense creative energy, leading to his 
death in 1896, which his doctor attributed to “simply being William 
Morris, and having done more work than most ten men.” 

Morris pioneered a new and refreshing approach to design and 
manufacture. He championed hand craftsmanship during a time 
in British history when industrial mass-production was at its peak. 
From furniture to stained glass and textiles, Morris’s designs have 
been continuously produced ever since.

If you’ve heard that there was a freight train where our gorgeous 
park now exists, you may have wondered, “Where?” Did you know 
there was a huge market across from the park where vendors sup-
plied food locally and throughout New England? These questions 
and many more were answered at the annual meeting as the “hid-
den history” of our parkland was revealed.

Much more detailed information and facts will come out of the 
shadows in June when 4 historical signs are installed along our 
Harborwalk. Each sign will introduce you to facts about the park-
land and the waterfront that are sure to have you saying, “I didn’t 
know that!”

Liz Nelson Weaver, guest speaker at the Annual Meeting on 
Tuesday, May 5 is a volunteer with the Friends of the Boston 
Harborwalk, and has led the effort to dot the Harborwalk with more 
than 70 fabulous historical signs. More signs will be added this 
summer, including the 4 signs that will grace our Harborwalk. Liz 
shared images of the four historical signs that will be installed in 
the park and answered many questions 

First elected to serve as president of FOCCP in 2009, Joanne 
Hayes-Rines never imagined she would still be serving all these 
years later. 

Being part of the Friends of Christopher Columbus Park is being 
part of a family. The group may have joined FOCCP as strangers, but 
working together to nourish a stunningly beautiful neighborhood 
city park morphs strangers into friends and much more.

The sense of responsibility the group shares for the park and its 
value to the neighborhood is strong and over the years that sense 
has deepened. Joanne often said, ‘It’s really not our park.’ But we 
treat it as ours with wonderful support from the City Parks and 
Recreation Department.“

Creativity, caring and execution are the hallmarks of FOCCP, 
which is evident from the winter blue lights to the Tunnel of Love, 
gorgeous rose and crescent gardens, summer and fall festivals, 
loving care of trees, and more. NONE of these projects could have 
been done without member and business financial support. The 
Friends would like to extend a sincere thank you to each of you 
who have joined as a member and to each and every business that 
supports them.

This year we celebrate FOCCP’S 25 Anniversary! It’s a truly sig-
nificant achievement for an organization with no paid employees. 
All serve as volunteers.

FOCCP’s first 25 years will be celebrated in style aboard the 
Odyssey on July 28. It will be an evening to remember! Please join 
in raising a glass to toast a wonderful organization and a gem of a 
park and a very, very special neighborhood. 

Mark the calendar for Wednesday, May 20th from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
at Tia’s for the annual Membership Social as the group celebrates 
25 years of caring for Christopher Columbus Park. This relaxed, 
waterfront gathering is a chance to connect with neighbors, meet 
the volunteers behind the park, and learn how your membership 
helps keep this shared space thriving. We’re looking forward to our 
Annual Social and hope Tia’s is filled with as many neighbors and 
friends as it was last year! 

Whether you’re a longtime member or simply love spending time 
in the park with your family and friends, we’d love to see you there. 
Rooted here — grow with us.

Friends of Christopher Columbus Park
Held Annual Elections and Meeting

You know Spring has officially arrived at 
DeFilippo Playground (the Gassy) on Prince Street 
in the North End when the Eliot School chil-
dren are busily planting the coveted Mongolian 
Sunflower seeds, with the neighborhood’s favor-
ite “horticulturist” Al Skinner, and President of 
Friends of DeFilippo Playground Robyn Reed.

Thanks to the coordination of Miss Vitiana 
D’Amico, K1 teacher at the Eliot School, the lucky 
students from the four K1 classes, the Silver 
Sharks, the Coral Crabs, the Orange Tigers and 
the Yellow Bees, happily dug their little holes, 
planted their sunflower seeds, and hunted for 
worms. Hopefully, the weather will cooperate over 

It’s Sunflower Time
at the DeFilippo Playground in the North End!

the remaining spring and into Summer, so when 
the students return from vacation in September, 
they will be able to see the fruits of their labor.

The goal of both volunteers, Al & Robyn, is to 
carry out the mission of the Gassy to educate 
people about gardening and provide an oppor-
tunity for city children to learn the basics and 
have fun at the same time. Last season the May 
planting season was so successful the volunteers 
decided to make it an ongoing project each Spring 
so the children would see the results.

Keep an eye out as you pass by, and watch for 
the progress of the Mongolian Sunflowers. You 
will not miss them!

Eliot School K1 Yellow Bees students planted Mongolian Sunflower seeds in DeFilippo 
Playground (the Gassy) on Prince Street in Boston’s Nort End neighborhood, assisted by 
their teacher Miss Vitiana D’Amico, President of DeFilippo Playground Robyn Reed and local 
“horticulturist” Al Skinner.
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The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS
of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

by Sal Giarratani

NIRVANNA,
THE BAND, THE SHOW,

THE MOVIE (Blu-ray)
Decal-NEON

From Matt Johnson and Jay 
McCarrol’s cult comedy series 
comes an adventure 17 years in 
the making … Lifelong friends 
Matt and Jay once again try 
to book a gig, when they acci-
dentally travel back in time to 
2008, where they continue their 
quest of booking a show at the 
legendary venue, the Rivoli. 
When their plan goes horribly 
awry, what happens next is a 
form-breaking meta comedy 
traversing time and space.

FALLOUT:
SEASON TWO (4K Ultra HD)

MGM
Based on one of the greatest 

video game series of all time, 
Fallout is the story of haves 
and have nots in a world in 
which there’s almost nothing 
left to have. 200 years after the 
apocalypse, the gentle denizens 
of luxury fallout shelters are 
forced to return to the irradiated 
hellscape their ancestors left 
behind — and are shocked to 
discover an incredibly complex, 
gleefully weird, and highly vio-
lent universe waiting for them. 
In the second season, the story 
continues with our odd waste-
land trio as they venture beyond 
the dangers of home and into 
new, uncharted ones in search 
of the thing they all left behind: 
family.

ULTRAMAN: TOWARDS 
THE FUTURE + ULTRAMAN: 

THE ULTIMATE HERO 
COMPLETE SERIES COMBO 

(Blu-ray)
Mill Creek Entertainment
Ultraman: Towards The 

Future (aka Ultraman Great) 
The core conflict centers on 
Earth facing a series of envi-
ronmental and extraterrestrial 
threats, particularly the invasion 
led by the alien virus known as 
Gudis, who seeks to corrupt and 
destroy terrestrial ecosystems 
and civilization. Jack Shindo, 
an astronaut with the global 
defense agency UMA (Universal 
Multipurpose Agency), merges 
with the giant alien hero 
Ultraman Great to counter 
these menaces. Ultraman: The 
Ultimate Hero (aka Ultraman 
Powered) The story centers  
on Kenichi Kai, a member of  
the g lobal  de fense team  
W.I.N.R. (Worldwide Investigation 
Network Response), who merges 
with the Giant of Light known 
as Ultraman Powered to combat 
a series of monstrous threats 
emerging on the west coast of 
the United States. The over-
arching conflict begins with an 
invasion mounted by the nefari-
ous Baltans; extraterrestrial 
conquers seeking Earth’s domi-
nation through their own forces 
and weaponized monsters.

SOUL TO SOUL (Blu-ray)
Liberation Hall

In March 1971, several dozen 
American soul, jazz & gospel 
artists embarked on a journey to 
Ghana, West Africa that would 
change the lives of all involved. 
For the African American art-
ists, this was a journey about 
personal roots, history, dis-
covery, loss, pain and joy. The 
film documents a one-of-a-kind 
awe-inspiring festival where 
black American souls connected 
with black West African souls 

through the enduring power of 
music. Directed by Academy 
Award winner Denis Sanders 
and produced by Tom Mosk 
& Richard Bock, the result-
ing concert film/documentary 
features electrifying perfor-
mances in front of over 100,000 
Ghanaians who were witnessing 
these legendary artists for the 
first time. The film was recently 
restored to the original edit by 
reconstructing each scene using 
the high quality transfers from 
the original film elements. The 
Ike & Tina Turner Revue deliver 
fiery renditions of “River Deep-
Mountain High,” “Soul to Soul,” 
a cut specifically written for this 
concert; and Otis Redding’s 
“I’ve Been Loving You Too Long” 
[appears as a special Blu-ray 
outtake]. Wilson Pickett, the 
most popular American artist 
known to West Africans at the 
time, delivers a rousing finale of 
“In the Midnight Hour,” “Funky 
Broadway,” and “Land of a 1000 
Dances.” Gospel/Soul family 
group the Staple Singers were 
on hand to perform “When 
Will Be We Paid” and “Are You 
Sure”. Les McCann and Eddie 
Harris introduced many to 
jazz via spirited performances 
of “The Price You Gotta Pay to 
Be Free” and “Hey Jorler,” the 
latter featuring local Ghanaian 
artist Amoah Azangeo. Santana, 
with guest percussionist Willie 
Bobo was the wild card. The 
group only had one African 
American member but given 
its reliance on Afro-Cuban and 
Latin American rhythm con-
structs played the most African-
sounding music of any with 
“Black Magic Woman”/”Gypsy 
Queen” and “Jungle Strut”.
VAMPIRE TIME TRAVELERS 
(Blu-ray) Visual Vengeance
A group of college girls pledg-

ing a sorority stumble into 
a hallucinatory mix of low-
budget, butt-biting vampires, 
unexplained time jumps, and 
increasingly ridiculous super-
natural situations. What could 
have easily been a standard late-
’90s sexy campus romp instead 
mutates into a kinetic, self-
aware horror spoof. It stacks 
crude jokes, whiplash editing, 
and chaotic genre detours at 
such a relentless pace that it 
plays less like a conventional 
shot-on-video vampire film and 
more like a live-action DIY car-
toon funhouse spiraling out of 
control and aired on Adult Swim 
in the middle of the night. 
THE SCREAMING (Blu-ray) 

Visual Vengeance
College student Bob Martin 

rents a room from the allur-
ing Crystal Traum, who intro-
duces him to her New Age 
religion, Crystalnetics. Soon, 
Bob’s health and mindset dra-
matically improve. But when 
a detective reveals a string of 
mysterious deaths tied to the 
cult, Bob uncovers the chilling 
truth — and must face a slew 
of cloaked assassins, monsters 
and the cults’ charismatic 
alien leader. From veteran 
indie auteur Jeff Leroy comes 
a razor-sharp, unapologetically 
bizarre takedown of a certain 
star-studded New Age religion. 
This twisted tale brims with 
a sense of doom, draped in 
shadowy femme fatales and is 
dripping with grotesque, gooey 
stop-motion creature chaos.

DID MY SOCK
GET BOUND AND GAGGED?

I love reading newspaper 
comic strips. The Boston Herald 
has two whole pages of ‘em. 
I read Bound and Gagged by 
Dana Summers one day last 
week. The topic of this one 
panel strip was looking inside a 
laundromat. Next to the wash-
ing machines was a sign posted 
on the wall. It read “Missing [a 
pic of the sock in question] last 
seen in washer on the right.”

Have not all of us been sub-
ject to a sock going missing 
travelling between the washing 
machine and dryer? We look 
high and low to no avail. Where 
could one sock have gone? 
I never ever throw away the 
sock that made it through the 
process, always hoping it might 
have jumped on the floor try-
ing to escape. or maybe it did. 
Anyway, I keep the one sock 
that didn’t disappear and pray 
to St. Anthony for the return of 
the one gone missing.

THIS WHITE STADIUM
CABAL GETS

WORSE AND WORSE
This so-called public-private 

deal for a new White Stadium 
between the City of Boston and 
a professional women’s soccer 
team hasn’t been going too well. 
First, while the soccer team’s 
portion of the bill is apparently 
fixed in place, the bill for the city 
keeps getting hiked higher and 
higher. Most of the folks who 
live around Franklin Park don’t 
seem to want any of it.

Now it seems Boston will not 
be allowing any fans to drive 
to the new White Stadium. No 
parking lots and no neighbor-
hood parking either. Your only 
choice is taking a shuttle bus 
from JFK on the Red Line or 
Forest Hills on the Orange Line.

Obviously, the left hand 
doesn’t know what the right 
hand is doing. Did the city even 
think about game parking until 
last week? I am still wondering 
why the Robert White Fund isn’t 
financing the city’s portion of 
the bill for the new stadium. The 
Fund financed the old White 
Stadium, didn’t it? I’m think-
ing I know why, but I want city 
officials to explain why those 
funds can’t be touched for this 
new soccer stadium plan.
MORE ON WHITE STADIUM
It appears the Mayor’s Office 

has appointed an advisory 
council for this project but I 
agree with Ed Gaskin, execu-
tive director of Greater Grove 
Hall Main Streets and Boston 
Herald columnist that this may-
oral announcement is too little 
and too late. All you have to do 
is read the previous item right 
above this one.

SUNNY SWEENEY IN THE 
MORNING

While driving to work in the 
morning, I often listen to coun-
try music on Willie’s Roadhouse 
on Sirius Radio. The morn-
ing show Sunny Side Up is 
hosted by Sunny Sweeney, a 
country music star herself. On 
Thursday, May 7, she put on 
Mickey Gilley’s “Here Comes 
the Pain,” best known from 
the movie Urban Cowboy. 
Sunny reminded her audience 
that May 7 this year marked 
the fourth anniversary of his 
passing.

Did you know that Gilley was 
cousins with both Jerry Lee 

Lewis and Jimmy Swaggart? 
Gilley’s biggest country hit was 
“A Day Full of Roses,” back in 
1974.

CONTINUOUS THEFT
AND SAFETY ISSUES
LED TO WALGREENS
CLOSING A CHICAGO

PHARMACY SITE
Recently I read where a 

Chicago alderman named 
William Hall blasted Walgreens 
for closing one of its stores 
by sprouting that “Walgreens 
should be charged with first-
degree corporate abandon-
ment.” The store was rocked 
with repeated theft and violence 
issues and felt it was unable 
to ensure safety for both its 
staff and shoppers. Maybe, the 
alderman needs to do more 
about public safety and law 
enforcement than just bashing 
Walgreens. 

VINNY’S MARKET
THE PLACE TO SHOP

Vinny’s Market on Malden 
Street in Revere is a gem of a 
place. It has been in this spot 
since Vincenzo Prezioso opened 
the place back 49 years ago. 
Today, it is run by his two sons 
Angelo and Sal. This place is  
far more than a corner store. I 
often pick my dinner up there 
thanks to the magic taking 
place in the store’s kitchen by, 
as I call him, “Chef Salvatore.” 
If you haven’t stopped by lately, 
check it out soon. Also, don’t 
forget, they have wine and beer, 
some excellent Sicilian wine 
too. Their newsstand has it 
all too. Revere Journal, Revere 
Advocate, Post-Gazette and for 
folks who ride over to shop 
here from Lynn , the Daily Item 
and, finally, The Pilot. Why wait 
for Sunday Mass to pick your 
copy up?

FLORAMO’S WHERE THE 
MEAT FALLS OFF THE 

BONE HAS MOVED
There was a grand opening 

of the new Floramo’s restau-
rant over on Revere Beach 
Boulevard on May 7, where a 
host of dignitaries showed up 
alongside Floramo family mem-
bers, restaurant staff celebrat-
ing the official ribbon cutting 
ceremony.

I loved dining out at the for-
mer Chelsea site and await my 

first meal at this new restaurant 
right across from Revere Beach. 
Memories of Bill Marlowe live on 
in Revere.

WEST ROXBURY
CELEBRATES 175TH

The West Roxbury neighbor-
hood is celebrating its 175th 
birthday very soon. Mark your 
calendar. May 16, 2026 at the 
Irish Social Club on Park Street 
right off Centre Street. IT’S THIS 
SATURDAY Go online at WRMS.
org for info.

STOP DEPORTING
AMERICAN CITIZENS

According to a Democrat 
Congressman Johnny Olszewski 
of Maryland, “I can’t even get my 
Republican colleagues to agree 
to not deport American citizens.” 
What is this idiot talking about? 
No Republican is pushing to 
deport American citizens. This 
joker has no facts to back up his 
argument. If he actually thinks 
so, he needs medical treatment. 

LOOKING BACK AT
COLUMBUS DAY PARADE 

1960

EPPS WAS WORKING FOR 
THE GOVERNMENT
AT THE JANUARY 6

CAPITOL CHAOS
A federal judge threw out 

a defamation lawsuit against 
FOX News for the second time. 
We remember Raymond Epps, 
right? Many Trump supporters 
believed Epps was an FBI insti-
gator revving up the crowd back 
in 2021 following THAT “peace-
ful march.” Tucker Carlson kept 
airing videos and insinuating 
Epps looked like he was up to 
no good and was only pretend-
ing to support Trump.

Epp now has gone down 
twice in court and his defama-
tion lawsuit looks dead in the 
water. Epps has called himself 
a scapegoat, but I am still not 
100 percent sure he was a legit 
MAGA protester. We may never 
know if he was an FBI operative 
or not. He did plead guilty to 
a misdemeanor charge related 
to the January 6 riot and was  
sentenced to one year of pro-
bation, and later pardoned by 
President Trump along with 
1,500 others for their roles in 
the January 6 riot.

Here are Sal and Angelo 
Prezioso always ready to 
serve you.

(Photo by Sal Giarratani)

Here is a great photo taken by 
Michael Barone at the 1960 
Columbus Day parade in East 
Boston. Mikey was 5 years 
old at the time and using 
one of those Polaroid instant 
cameras. You can still see the 
old signage on Santarpio’s 
Pizza. By the way, last month 
Michael turned 71 years old. 
Happy Birthday to you.

• Hoops and Hockey in the Hub (Continued from Page 12)
his team in each of those four 
categories and became only the 
second rookie in NBA history 
(Michael Jordan is the other) 
to do so.

But there is still work to 
do. Basketball is, of course, a 
team sport and the Mavs need 
to improve as a team. They 

finished the 2025-2026 regu-
lar season with a 26-56 (.317) 
record, placing 12th in the 
Western Conference and thus 
not qualifying for the playoffs.

But there is always next year 
— and with a player like Cooper 
Flagg on the roster there is 
always hope.
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— FOR YOU WHO APPRECIATE THE FINEST —

THE

Johnny Christy
Orchestra

MUSIC FOR ALL
OCCASIONS 781-648-5678

Exactly 35 years ago today, 
May 15 to be exact, the first story 
called Nanna and Babbononno 
appeared in this paper. When 
it began, I was not a novice at 
writing. Several years before, the 
Director of Vocational Education 
of the Boston Public Schools 
had asked me to head up a new 
project. A growing number of 
patients in Boston hospitals 
spoke only Spanish, but almost 
all of the medical personnel 
did not. I wrote a book for 
them called Spanish for Medical 
Personnel. It was a book that 
taught the reader how to speak 
the language, but with the con-
versational end centered around 
all things medical. Using my own 
new text book, I actually taught 
a course or two at Boston State 
Hospital, when it existed in 
Mattapan. 

A decade later, I was at the 
Boston Musicians’ Union when 
the then president approached 
me asking me if I knew a particu-
lar musician. When I replied that 
I didn’t know the man, I asked 
why he asked. Sam Marcus, the 
then president, stated that the 
man had passed away. My com-
ment was, “Well, if he was your 
friend, my condolences.” Sam 
replied with, “No, that’s not why 
I mentioned his name. If you’ve 
read our monthly magazine, 
you’ve probably read his column 
called A La Breve.” I was familiar 
with the column but never con-
nected the deceased man’s name 
and the magazine. Sam, at that 
point, asked me to take over the 
column. Considering that I was 
a 3rd generation musician in my 
family, I took over the column 
which was a commentary on 
Boston musicians and the local 
music scene. Babbononno, Dad, 
Uncles Nick and Paul helped out 
with stories of the ’20s, ’30s and 
’40s, when Boston was in its 
entertainment heyday.

In the spr ing of  1991, 
I met Pam Donnaruma at a 
Renaissance Lodge get together. 
Dean Saluti had become the 
lodge president and I the ora-
tor. We were on a recruiting 
campaign and I was introduced 
to Pam. I had remembered  
the paper when it was called 
La Gazetta. Babbononno would 
bring it home once a week and 
read it to Nanna who couldn’t 
read or write. He taught me how 
to read Italian and after I was 
proficient in the language, he 
would give me the paper once he 
was he finished with it. He would 
do the same with Il Progresso, 
the national Italian paper, and 
the Boston Post, a great local 
paper that published its last 
edition in 1955.

Dean mentioned to Pam that 
I was a writer for the musicians’ 
union magazine and Pam and I 
talked about me joining the staff 
of the Post-Gazette, which was 

being published in English by 
then. A writer had just left the 
paper and they needed a column 
to fill the space that, otherwise, 
would remain blank. I said OK 
and then began to wonder what 
I was going to write about. I 
knew that speaking Spanish in 
Boston hospitals was not some-
thing of interest to the Italian 
readers, and neither would they 
be interested in the inner work-
ings of Boston’s music scene 
which included bios on some of 
the famous and infamous local 
musicians past and present. 

A day later, I sat with my 
father and Uncle Nick discuss-
ing what I could write about that 
might be of interest to the people 
that read this paper. Both were 
in agreement. I should write nos-
talgia, stories about growing up 
Italian or Italian American (no 
hyphen). They started reminisc-
ing about the Sunday dinners, 
how the family managed during 
WWI, the Great Depression, 
World War II, and the successes 
each generation experienced 
beyond these tragic times. My 
memory is such that I remem-
bered just about every event in 
my life as if they occurred just 
yesterday. And so, on Monday, 
May 15 of 1991, the first story 
entitled Nanna and Babbononno 
appeared in this paper. It cen-
tered on Babbononno. Most of 
my stories from that point on 
were centered around him and 
Nanna, my mother’s parents. 
Due to problems in the family, I 
didn’t meet my father’s parents 
until I was about 8 or 9 years 
old, but that’s another story.

That May 15 story detailed 
Babbononno’s arrival in America 
in 1896, actually, the year this 
paper came into existence. He 
was a young man who had 
joined the Royal Italian Marine 
Corps and became the timpanist 
in the marine band. 

It seems that there was a 
tradition started by President 
Thomas Jefferson that ended 
after Harry Truman left office. 
Once a year, the Royal Italian 
Marine Band would serenade 
the brass in Washington, D.C. 
Babbononno or should I say 
Michele Contini was in that 
band playing drums. While here, 
he was notified by the Reuter’s 
Service, an international cable 
company back in the day, that 
his young wife died during child 
birth.

When the band headed back 
to Italy, he did not. He left 
Washington soon after the 
band’s departure and headed 
for New Orleans. Fearful of the 
treatment of Italians there, he 
left and headed north to New 
York. New York City was too 
busy for him and he headed for 
Portland, Maine, which at the 
turn of the 20th century, was just 
an outpost of civilization. 

He next headed to Boston and 
wound up in Boston’s North 
End district, which back in the 
day, was a mix of Jewish, Irish 
and Italian. Stopping at a coffee 
shop, he struck up a conversa-
tion with a man named Antonio 
Ceruolo. Ceruolo and three other 
Italians shared an apartment 
on Salem Street, but one of the 
men was leaving to get mar-
ried. Babbononno was asked if 
he was interested in taking his 
place. He was and moved in that 
same day. Antonio Ceruolo was 
a plasterer who did hand carved 
scroll work long before there 
were forms that did the same 
thing. As a result of his talent, he 
was well paid, a fact that allowed 
him to send for his siblings, one 
by one, from Avellino.

Michele Contini had been 
trained to work with wood, and 
soon found a day job building 
and finishing furniture. He was 
able to hook up with an Italian 
band and worked both day and 
night. In the process, he decided 
to Americanize and learned to 
read, write and speak English. 
His first name was spelled the 
same as Michele, a woman’s 
name. So, he changed his name 
to English, and he became 
Michael Contini. 

Antonio Ceruolo showed him 
a picture of one of his sisters 
who was slated to be the next 
sibling of his to head to America. 
Michael liked her looks and 
accompanied Antonio when he 
headed to New York to pick her 
up at Ellis Island. When he met 
Giovannina, it was the begin-
ning of a love affair that would 
establish my family in the United 
States. Changing her Italian 
name to Jenny, she and Michael 
were married at the Mt. Carmel 
Parish in East Boston, a sec-
tion of Boston where they would 
eventually live and raise their 
family, Paul, Anne (my mother) 
Nick and Lou. 

I know that many of you have 
similar stories regarding your 
own families, and all I can say is 
thanks for being so loyal to this 
column for all these 35 years, 
and may GOD BLESS AMERICA

LOCAL author  Spr ings 
Toledo has recently written a 
well-researched and engag-
ing chronicle of what many 
in New England knew yet few 
publicly discussed. The book’s 
subtitle THE LIFE, WARS, AND 
SECRET HISTORY OF THE 
MAN BEHIND THE WINTER 
HILL GANG might explain why.

Don’t Talk about Joe Mac is 
the history of the notorious 
organized crime group that 
made its place in the Boston 
metropolitan area’s underworld 
— from its nascent stages in the 
early 1960s through its stark 
and unflinching background 
in 1997. Toledo also gives the 
reader probable insight of 
what the motive was in Joe 
McDonald’s founding the Winter 
Hill Gang, and in the author’s 
later investigations with family, 
what made MacDonald behave 
as he did. Indeed, the audience 
is treated to the striking activi-
ties of a criminal element, and 
yet a behind the scenes look of 
a man who was able to operate 
clandestinely.

This concise and revealing 
account of the group is pre-
sented in rich prose and docu-
mented evidence; certainly the 
author’s advanced degree in 
Criminology as well as prolific 
writer (publishing six books) 
allows an understanding and 
discernment of the subject 
matter, along with generous 
application of annotated notes.

The work is delineated in its 
six parts covering thirty chap-
ters including an Epilogue. 
Toledo traces McDonald’s to 
just when he began his involve-
ment in the criminal life, but 
rather back to 1942 as a sailor 
during World War II with the 
death of his brother Jackie, 
who also served in the Navy. 
This was a particularly difficult 
loss as he promised his mother 
that he would bring his brother 
Jackie back home; however, 
Jackie did return to his roots in 
New England, but as a Second 
World War casualty. 

Poignant yes, but woven 
into the theme of the story. 
McDonald was a man who func-
tioned within the realm of the 
lucrative underworld — almost 
anonymously. The haunting 
loss of his brother during a 
battle on the USS Quincy which 
Toledo graphically conveys, and 
which could be indirectly or 
even directly related. 

But whatever the cause Joe 
McDonald was effective in 
Boston’s underworld. Don’t 
Talk About Joe McDonald gives 
its audience an opportunity 
to examine not only a gritty 
background but one that is 
interspersed with the human 
condition. Toledo probes into 
not only the all too familiar 
world of gangland activities but 
images of McDonald as a family 
man too.

And it is this coverage of Joe 
as, to use the term “regular Joe” 
that this narrative often por-
trays, certainly evinced at the 
books conclusion where Toledo 

DON’T TALK ABOUT
JOE MAC

BY SPRINGS TOLEDO
Book Review by John Joseph Fahey

Run date: 05/15/2026

LEGAL NOTICE 

Michels Trenchless, Inc., is seek-
ing proposals from Disadvantaged 
Business Certified Contractors  
(MBE/WBE) for subcontracting oppor-
tunities for the Boston Water and Sewer  
Commission – Contract No. 24-309-
014 – Replacement and Rehabilitation  
of Drain and Sewer Pipes in Dorches-
ter, Hyde Park, Mattapan, Roslindale, 
and Roxbury project. We are solic-
iting quotes for the following items:  
Traffic Control, Manhole Inspection | 
Rehabilitation, Bypass | Flow Control 
| Diversion, Excavation & Civil Work, 
Erosion Control, Landscape Restora-
tion, Sanitary Sewer Line Installation, 
Concrete Saw Cutting, Asphalt & Con-
crete Pavement Restoration, Trucking, 
Material Testing, as well as any appli-
cable items not listed. All quotations 
applicable to the construction of this 
project will be accepted and reviewed.  
All Disadvantaged Business Certi-
fied Contractors and Suppliers should 
contact our Estimator, Vance Rath at 
vrath@michels.us with all questions 
pertaining to this project. All negotia-
tions must be completed prior to close 
of business 5/21/26. Cost evaluation 
will be based on the lowest respon-
sible quote.  We are an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Please provide a copy 
of your certification(s) and any re-
quested documents with your proposal 
to vrath@michels.us and mtibids@
michels.us. A direct link for all project 
documents is available upon request 
by emailing us at mtibids@michels.us

interviews daughter Jackie, who 
now in her 70s, spoke candidly 
with Toledo about her father. 

We are also privy to other 
interviews letting us in on 
activities that, although sup-
pressed for decades, can now 
be substantiated since Joe 
is no longer around, having 
died of a stroke in 1997 at 80 
years of age. Information that 
allows one to put the pieces 
of the puzzle together that for 
so long remained concealed, 
known only within the secre-
tive world of the Winter Hill 
Gang. Readers might recall 
situations that made headlines 
decades ago and glean some 
background surrounding why 
circumstances played out as 
they did — World Jai Alai case 
in point! There may be others 
readers will remember. 

Many perhaps followed the 
gang’s activities, or others 
because of the exposure their 
actions commanded will find 
this book of interest. However, 
Don’t Talk About Joe Mac is not 
only about the Winter Hill Gang; 
although unquestionably the 
core of the story, there are liberal 
and illuminating facts about the 
Gang’s rival Whitey Bulger.

Audiences will find that 
prior to the widespread atten-
tion Bulger triggered towards 
the end of his life with his 
apprehension and subsequent 
incarceration, his dominance 
over organized crime in South 
Boston — and with various 
associated undertakings with 
Winter Hill, could very well 
come as a surprise. Both adver-
saries, yet not exactly separate. 
It will be up to the reader to 
discover a little bit more!

Don’t Talk About Joe Mac will 
inform, entertain and invite one 
to ponder. It is a book that will 
present a dark component of a 
part of Boston’s organized crime 
world — and, as its author 
intends, offer a look of a char-
acter that for so long kept veiled 
from the ventures of the Winter 
Hill Gang. 

For the local historian, those 
interested in the criminal world, 
or perhaps those who find that 
those who turn to crime do so 
due so from psychological per-
spectives, the book is highly 
recommended.

Don’t Talk About Joe Mac is 
published by BLOOMSBURY 
ACADEMIC and is 257 pages.

WWW.BOSTONPOSTGAZETTE.COM
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by

Marianna

Bisignano

A Seat at the Table: 

LA FESTA DELLA MAMMA

MODERN PASTRY’S
ALMOND BISCOTTI

COURTESY OF MODERN PASTRYThis week, I invite you to join me at the table at 
Modern Pastry, where behind the pastry cases, family 
traditions, and generations of old-world Italian baking 
is the story of a woman whose love and sacrifice helped 
shape one of Boston’s legendary North End landmarks.

While many know the name Giovanni Picariello and 
the legacy he helped build, fewer know the story of 
his wife, Giuseppina “Pina” Picariello, the Mamma and 
Nonna whose love, strength, and devotion was at the 
heart of it all.

Pina is a beautiful Sicilian woman with a personality 
as big as life itself. She came to America from Palermo, 
Sicily, with her family in 1956 at just sixteen years 
old after a 21-day journey by ship. Smiling as she 
remembered the trip, she laughed and told me, “I had 
a lot of fun and made many friends on that boat.” 

What began as a young immigrant girl’s search 
for work would eventually become part of the family 
legacy behind one of the North End’s most beloved 
pasticcieras.

Her first job was in a factory owned by relatives of 
her future husband. Laughing at the memory, she said, 
“They didn’t know I was only sixteen, and when they 
asked me for my social security number, I just told them 
I don’t speak any English.” After injuring her finger, she 
later joined her sister working at Modern Pastry, which 
at the time was owned by another of Giovanni’s uncles.

Pina met Giovanni Picariello through family when 
she was only sixteen and a half years old. Though she 

admitted she once dreamed of seeing more of the world 
and “didn’t want to get married so young,” she softly 
added, “My father was strict.” In the end, family and 
tradition guided her path. The two eventually married, 
purchased the bakery together, and worked side by 
side until Pina began raising their children.

While Giovanni worked beside the ovens, Pina 
became the heart of the family behind them. She raised 
four children, later cared for five grandchildren, and 
after long days spent with her grandchildren, still 
returned to the bakery to work from midafternoon until 
late into the evening.

As we sat together, Pina lovingly spoke of her children 
and grandchildren, including her grandson Giovanni, 
who was named after his grandfather. I asked why she 
had not named her own son “Giovanni” as well, and 
laughing, she shared that “John was supposed to be 
named Giovanni.” But when her husband went to City 
Hall, he wrote “John,” believing they would understand 
it as the English equivalent of “Giovanni”.

At one point, Pina walked over to the bakery’s front 
window and brought an old black-and-white framed 
photograph back to the table. Looking at it tenderly, 
she smiled and said, “That was my Johnny at four 
years old here in the bakery, baking with my husband.”

She spoke beautifully about her love of cooking and 
baking, and how she still bakes constantly, not for the 
bakery, but to bring to the people who work there. She 
talked about holidays and Sunday dinners that were 
“served at one o’clock sharp”, always with pasta and 
sugo made with assorted meats. “Everyone gathered 
around the table,” she told me. “There were no phones, 
everybody talked to each other.”

Listening to her, it became clear that food was never 
simply food. It was how she loved her family, how 
she comforted them, and how she held them together 
through both joy and sorrow.

When Pina spoke of losing her beloved husband 
eleven years ago, her voice softened and tears filled her 
eyes as she described how difficult it was, especially 
“when so many people came into the bakery for him.” 
Yet every mention of her children and grandchildren 
immediately brought warmth back to her face. “I am 
here to be close to them,” she told me.

And perhaps nothing captured her life more 
beautifully than the words she repeated several times 
that afternoon: “Family is everything. Family comes 
first.”

Sitting across from this beautiful little Sicilian 
woman, with a smile that could light up a room, it was 
easy to understand how, for so many years, she had 
been the matriarch at the heart of it all. 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. 
In a large bowl, combine the flour, sugar, baking 

powder, and salt. 
Using a hand mixer or stand mixer, beat in the eggs, 

vanilla extract, and cinnamon oil until the dough 
begins to come together. 

Fold in the toasted almonds and orange zest until 
evenly incorporated. 

Divide the dough in half. On a parchment-lined bak-
ing sheet, shape each half into a long log approximately 
2 to 3 inches wide. 

Bake for about 20 minutes, or until lightly golden. 
Remove from the oven and allow the logs to cool slightly. 

Slice each log into biscotti about ½-inch thick. 
Arrange the slices cut-side down on a baking sheet. 

Return to the oven and bake for an additional 20 
minutes, or until golden brown and crisp. 

Remove from the oven and let cool completely before 
serving.

Marianna Bisignano is a psychologist for the Boston Public Schools and can be reached at bisignanomarianna@gmail.com

2½ cups all-purpose flour, spooned and leveled 
1 cup granulated sugar 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
¼ teaspoon fine salt 
3 large eggs 
1 tablespoon pure vanilla extract 
1 cup whole almonds, toasted 
Zest of 1 orange 
1 drop cinnamon oil 

Louisa Cardillo volunteers at the St. Theresa Spring 
Bazaar.

St. Theresa Society of Boston held a Spring Bazaar 
last month offering food, sweets, raffles and amazing 
vendors throughout the Gizio Club on North Street and 
the adjoining Sacred Heart Church Conference Room. 
It was a fun filled day with all proceeds going to benefit 
the St. Theresa Society.

The Society members and volunteers were also busy 
on Mother’s Day as they helped to pass out roses, and 
serve coffee and pastries, following all of the masses at 
St. Leonard Church on Hanover Street in the North End.

May St. Theresa continue to shower roses upon all 
mothers, families, and all who pray to her for guidance 
and intercession. St. Theresa, Pray for us!

St. Theresa Society
Hosts Spring Bazaar and Mother’s Day

St. Theresa Society members Maria Correale with 
grandchildren and Chicken Little at the annual 
spring bazaar.

St. Theresa members and volunteers passed out 
roses and served coffees and pastries to moms 
following mass at St. Leonard Church in the North 
End.

Mamma-Nonna Giuseppina “Pina” Picariello
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EXTRA Innings
by Sal Giarratani

LEGAL NOTICE 

Vehicles may be seen by appointment 
only. Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 05/01, 05/08, 05/15/2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit 
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L.c.255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after May 25, 2026 by 
public or private sale to satisfy a lien 
for towing, storage, and all other fees 
due.

2013 HYUNDAI SONATA 
Vin #5NPEC4AC9DH623509

2006 NISSAN SENTRA 
Vin #3N1CB51D16L624670

2011 FORD F150 
Vin #1FTFX1EF0BFC54610
2005 TOYOTA COROLLA 
Vin #2T1KR32E85C379822

2013 BMW X5 
Vin #5UXZV8C50DL899492

2012 HONDA FIT 
Vin #JHMGE8H34CC038331

2011 AUDI A6 
Vin #WAUFGAFB3BN060362

2026 HYUNDAI 
TRANSLEAD TRAILER 

Vin #3H3V482K8TJ118049
2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER 
Vin #5TDBK3EH3CS124929

2019 VOLVO S60 
Vin #7JRA22TK8KG018460
2007 TOYOTA COROLLA 

Vin #2T1BR32EX7C846497
2009 HYUNDAI SONATA 

Vin #5NPET46C49H572999

LEGAL NOTICE 

Vehicles may be seen by appointment 
only. Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 05/08, 05/15, 05/22/2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit 
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L.c.255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after June 01, 2026 by 
public or private sale to satisfy a lien 
for towing, storage, and all other fees 
due.

2024 ZHILONG Q-MAX 
Vin #HZ2TBCNN4R1001397

2007 HONDA CRV 
Vin #JHLRE48527C034078

2007 PONTIAC G6 
Vin #1G2ZG58N474143668

2010 BMW 328i 
Vin #WBAPK5C56AA648805

2012 CADILLAC SRX 
Vin #3GYFNDE37CS513727

2003 DODGE RAN 
Vin #1D7HA16K63J652270
2007 HONDA ODYSSEY 

Vin #5FNRL38787B094044
2008 HONDA CRV 

Vin #JHLRE48518C066859
2017 HYUNDAI SONATA 

Vin #5NPE24AF2HH487209
2006 SUBARU B9 TRIBECA 
Vin #4S4WX85C864414972

2014 CHEVROLET EQUINOX 
Vin #2GNFLEEK5E6140883

2004 CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER 
Vin #1GNDT13S642180436

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY 
Vin #4T1BK3EK7BU629809

2006 HONDA ELEMENT 
Vin #5J6YH28736L005574

2025 ZHILONG Q-MAX 
Vin #HZ2TCDMN0S1001455

Run date: 05/15/2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI26P2344EA

Estate of
MARY ELIZABETH COSTELLO

Also known as:
MARY E. COSTELLO

Date of Death: February 25, 2026
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 

Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Denise M. Porcello of 
Burlington, MA requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Denise M.  
Porcello of Burlington, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 06/03/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: May 06, 2026

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 05/15/2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI26P2285EA

Estate of
LINDA FAYE ROSSMAN

Also known as:
LINDA F. ROSSMAN

Date of Death: January 30, 2026
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 

Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Julie R. Rossman of 
Brooklyn, NY requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Julie R.  
Rossman of Brooklyn, NY be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 06/02/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, Hon. Terri L. Klug Cafazzo, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: May 05, 2026

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

 
 Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI26P2107GD

NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment of

Guardian of a Minor  
In the interests of

JORDYN S. NEVEU
of Lowell, MA

Minor
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

LEGAL NOTICE 

1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a Petition 
	 for Appointment of Guardian of a Minor filed
	 on 04/24/2026 by
	 Adriana C. Neveu of Lowell, MA will be  
	 held 07/30/2026 08:30 AM  Review Hearing
	 Located 370 Jackson Street,
	 Lowell, MA 01852 - Courtroom 13 
2. Response to Petition: You may respond 
	 by filing a written response to the Petition 
	 or by appearing in person at the hearing. 
	 If you choose to file a written response, you  
	 need to:
		  File the original with the Court; and
	  	 Mail a copy to all interested parties at least  
		  five (5) business days before the hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor (or an 
	 adult on behalf of the minor) has the right  
	 to request that counsel be appointed for the 
	 minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a parent  
	 of the minor child who is the subject of this  
	 proceeding you have a right to be represented  
	 by an attorney. If you want an attorney and 
	 cannot afford to pay for one and if you give 
	 proof that you are indigent, an attorney will be 
	 assigned to you. Your request for an attorney 
	 should be made immediately by filling out the 
	 Application of Appointment of Counsel form. 
	 Submit the application form in person or by 
	 mail at the court location where your case is 
	 going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing: A minor 
	 over age 14 has the right to be present at any 
	 hearing, unless the Court finds that it is not  
	 in the minor’s best interests.

Date: April 29, 2026

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 05/15/2026

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run date: 05/15/2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI26D0452DR 
DIVORCE SUMMONS BY 

PUBLICATION AND MAILING
MORIEL M. DAMIANI

vs.
LINDA ROBLES-TEJADA

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for Divorce 

requesting that the Court grant a divorce for  
Irretrievable Breakdown.

The Complaint is on file at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining Order has been 

entered in this matter preventing you from  
taking any action which would negatively  
impact the current financial status of either 
party. SEE Supplemental Probate Court 
Rule 411. 

You are hereby summoned and required to 
serve upon: Moriel M. Damiani, 599 Pleasant 
Street, Apt. 34, Malden, MA 02148 your 
answer, if any, on or before June 11, 2026. If 
you fail to do so, the court will proceed to the 
hearing and adjudication of this action. You are 
also required to file a copy of your ­answer, if 
any, in the office of the ­Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: April 30, 2026    
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run date: 05/15/2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI26D1143DR 
DIVORCE SUMMONS BY 

PUBLICATION AND MAILING
FRANCESCA GULBAS

vs.
FERDI GULBAS

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for Divorce 

requesting that the Court grant a divorce for  
Irretrievable Breakdown.

The Complaint is on file at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining Order has been 

entered in this matter preventing you from  
taking any action which would negatively  
impact the current financial status of either 
party. SEE Supplemental Probate Court 
Rule 411. 

You are hereby summoned and required to 
serve upon: Francesca Gulbas, 21 Main St., 
#104, Ashland, MA 01721 your answer, if any, 
on or before June 17, 2026. If you fail to do so, 
the court will proceed to the hearing and adju-
dication of this action. You are also required to 
file a copy of your ­answer, if any, in the office 
of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: May 06, 2026    
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Buddy stood 6'6" tall.

Baer would end his career 
with a record of 65 fights, 58 
wins, and 7 losses. Out of those 
58 wins, 53 came by knockout 

• Boxing Ringside (Continued from Page 12)

giving him a 91.38% kayo  
rate. 

Out of the five examples I cite 
here, LaMar Clark never came 
close to being a contender. The 
others all were able to break into 
the top ten, but even with their 
incredible knockout percent-
ages, they never came anywhere 
near close to being considered 
top tier heavyweights. They 
were decent fighters who had 
careers they could be proud of, 
but it just goes to show it takes 
a lot more than a big punch to 
break into that elite category.

The Hunt is on
for a New Manager

Right now, the Red Sox have 
Chad Tracy as interim man-
ager and hopefully the brass 
upstairs is in the hunt for a 
new permanent manager and 
the sooner the better. I would 
like to nominate Rocco Baldelli. 
He’s a native Rhode Islander 
and managed seven seasons 
in the majors with the Twins 
and was fired last fall after a 
disappointing 70-92 season. 
Overall, managing stats, 527-
505. He is now working in the 
Dodgers front office as a special 
assistant. By the way, he also 
was a player for seven seasons, 
six with the Rays and his final 
season was in 2009 with the 
Boston Red Sox before injuries 
led to an early retirement.

Live by the Three-Pointer, 
Die by the Three-Pointer
Who said, “Those who can-

not remember the past are 

condemned to repeat it?” I 
think the guy’s name was Jean-
Baptiste Alphonse Karr back in 
1849. I thought of this quote 
when reading how the Boston 
Celtics screwed themselves roy-
ally with all those three-point-
ers. For the second straight 
season, the 3-point reliant 
Celtics are out of the playoffs 
they were playing pretty bad 
b-ball. 

In its Game 7 loss to the 
76ers , the Celts threw 49 3s 
— 53 percent of their field goal 
attempts — hitting just 13 or 27 
percent to the Seventy-Sixers 
39 percent. As sports writer 
Phil Mushrush from the NY 
Post stated and I quote “Red 
Auerbach is turning over in his 
humidor.”

This Hasn’t Been
Confirmed But …

The New England Patriots are 
very close to drafting a marriage 
counselor in the second round. 

I Still Wish We Had
Eovaldi in Our Rotation
I know that Nathan Eovaldi is 

a 36-year-old pitcher, but he is 
still pretty good by today’s base-
ball standards. Currently, he is 
4-4 with a 4.15 ERA. He’s just 
come off consecutive victories 
over the Yankees and limited 
them to one earned run with 
15 strikeouts over 15 innings. 
Eovaldi was pulled from his lat-
est start this past Monday over 
left side tightness. The team 
is waiting for results from his 
medical imaging to determine 
what happens next. We could 
be in a far better position going 
forward if we had his arm in the 
rotation.

Aroldis is Good, but
How could anyone who really 

knows baseball think for one 
second that Aroldis Chapman 
could ever be compared to the 
great Hoyt Wilhelm, Roy Face, 
Sparky Lyle, or Dick Radatz?

weekend was seen calmly walk-
ing across the runway while 
the aircraft barreled toward the 
person, according to new sur-
veillance footage. The victim’s 
name has yet to be reported 
and was sucked into one of the 
engines of the Airbus A321 mid-
takeoff at Denver International 
Airport. The person reportedly 
jumped the perimeter fencing 
and was on the tarmac when 
mowed down.

Zip Codes Matter
There is a great college degree 

divide among zip codes in this 
country. Green Bay, Wisconsin 
sits at the lowest percentage 
of college graduates and the 
Seaport District Zip Code right 
here in Boston shows the high-
est percentage of college grads.

Just 1 percent of adults living 
in the Green Bay, Wisconsin 
zip code hold a college degree 
— making it the least educated 
ZIP Code in America according 
to new U.S. Census Bureau 
data that lays bare a stunning 
educational divide across the 
country.

At the other end of the spec-
trum is the neighborhood at 
the Seaport District in Boston, 
where the average homes go for 
$1.3 million — and where 95.7 

• News Briefs (Continued from Page 1)

percent of adults hold college 
degrees.

Quote to Note
“It is hard imaging a more stu-

pid or more dangerous way of 
making decisions than putting 
those decisions in the hands 
of people who pay no price for 
being wrong.”

— Thomas Sowell
Back to the Old School Night

This past Saturday night 
things were hopping over at 
the ITAM Post on Meridian 
Street right near Maverick 
Square. Plenty of great old 
dance music to rock away 
the evening. All this was for a 
good cause. All proceeds went 
to the James J. Celona / Rita 
Grillo Perseverance Scholarship 
Fund.

End Quote
“We’re in an era of manic 

redistricting. And if one party 
doesn’t seize the opportunity, 
the other party will.”

— Cook Political Report 
analyst David Wasserman
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HOOPS and HOCKEY in the HUB

BUDDY BAER
Had a Tremendous Knockout Record

As Did Others — Was This a Mark of Greatness?

Boxing        Ringside
WITH BOBBY FRANKLINWITH BOBBY FRANKLIN  

Baer takes a hard right from 
Nathan Mann. Buddy would go 
on to win by stoppage in the 
7th Round.

Brother Max congratulates 
Buddy on a victory.

Louis drops Buddy in their 
second fight.Buddy Baer (Right) Vs Galento

Buddy Baer

Does a high knockout per-
centage mean the boxer who 
possesses it is a great fighter? 
Not necessarily. Mac Foster was 
a decent heavyweight working 
his way up in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s. He had a tremen-
dous win streak, all by knock-
out. Beginning his pro career in 
1966, he went undefeated for 
nearly four years. The 24 wins 
he scored during that period all 
came via knockout. 

Mac looked formidable, 
thought he had yet to be tested, 
when he stepped in to face Jerry 
Quarry at Madison Square 
Garden in June of 1970. Foster 
entered the ring a slight favor-
ite over the more experienced 
Quarry.

While Foster had defeated 
some well-known names by that 
time, most fell into the category 
of “opponent” by that time. He 
was brought along carefully, 
and the Quarry fight would be 
his first big test. 

Foster’s impressive string 
of knockout victories couldn’t 
overcome the vast advantage 
Jerry had in experiences. The 
fight proved to be one sided with 
Quarry scoring a stoppage win 
in the 6th round. 

Foster would continue fight-
ing and rack up four wins over 
the next year, all by knockout. 
He stopped an aging Zora Folley 
along with kayos of Mike Boswell, 
Billy Joiner, and Giuseppe Ros. 
This somehow earned him a 
shot at Muhammad Ali for the 
Heavyweight Title. The fight 
took place in Japan with Ali 
winning a one sided 15 round 
decision. 

After the Ali fight, Mac would 
score two more kayo wins before 
losing four straight. He was 
now entering opponent status 

himself and decided to hang up 
the gloves in 1976.

His only stoppage loss was 
to Quarry. His career record 
was 36 fights, 30 wins, and six 
losses. What is interesting is 
the fact that his knockout per-
centage was 100%. Every one 
of his victories came before the 
final bell. This puts him ahead 
of Jack Dempsey (81.13%) and 
Rocky Marciano (87.76%). Of 
course, there is no comparison 
when it comes to ability and 
greatness.

Let’s look at a few other high 
scoring heavyweights and see 
how the numbers compare. 
Back in the 1950s-1960s, 
LaMar Clark became famous for 
his incredible string of knock-
out victories. Clark reeled off an 
amazing streak of 41 stoppages. 
Pretty impressive? Well, not if 
you look at his opponents. The 
majority of those wins were over 
men who were stepping into the 
pro ring for the first time. Let’s 
just say his resume was pad-
ded. Today Clark is best known 
for being Cassius Clay’s sixth 
opponent. Clay stopped him in 
the second round. 

I ’ve written in the past 
about some of the more suc-
cessful heavy hitters in the 
heavyweight division. Earnie 
Shavers (92.11%) and Cleveland 
Williams (75.61%). Both of 
these men also had a certain 
amount of no risk opposition on 
their records, but they were also 
able to pull out some significant 
wins that led to title shots. 
Unlike Clark whose fought 
nearly a majority of guys mak-
ing their pro debuts, Shavers 
and Willams, did step in with 
solid opposition and were able 
to get through enough to utilize 
them on the map.

Back in the Joe Louis era, 
Buddy Baer was putt ing 
together quite the impressive 
record of knockouts. Buddy, 
the brother of Max, had quite a 
number of opponents who were 
not fit to be in a boxing ring, 
but he also faced some solid 
heavyweights along the way. 

Starting his career in 1934, 
Buddy would finally earn a title 
shot at Joe Louis in 1941. By 
this time he had recorded 60 
wins with just six losses. 

In 1938, Baer was stopped 
by Gunnar Brand. After that he 
went on a nine fight win string 
before losing a decision to Eddie 
Blunt in 1941. His chance at a 
title shot seemed to be gone. 
However, in his next fight he 
stopped Tony Galento under 
very suspicious circumstances. 
Galento quit at the end of the 
sixth round claiming his right 
hand was broken. Tony’s purse 
was held up until an x-ray could 
be taken. The Commission doc-
tor, while saying the results  
did not show a fracture, did  
say he felt there was enough 
damage that it would have 
caused pain. Interest that 
Galento, a man known to be 
impervious to pain would quit 
like that. At this point in the 
heavyweight boxing world, 
there was a shortage of worthy 
contenders for Louis’s crown. 
Galento had been decisively 
beat by the Bomber, so build-
ing Buddy Baer up to contender 
status made sense. How it was 
done is another question. 

Louis and Baer would meet on 
May 23, 1941 at Griffin Stadium 
in Washington, DC. The bout 
was a bit wild with Louis being 
knocked down and through the 
ropes in the first round. Joe 
came back to control the fight. 
In the sixth round he dropped 
Baer for a seven count. When he 
rose Louis dropped him again. 
He staggered to his feet at what 
many believed was the count of 
nine. Louis hit him with a right 
dropping him again for what 
looked to be the end of the fight. 
Baer’s handlers claimed the 
punch came after the bell had 
rung. They demanded Joe be 
disqualified and the title given 
to Buddy. When they refused 
to continue with the fight, Baer 
was disqualified. 

In January of 1942, the two 
would meet again, this time at 
Madison Square Garden. This 
time Louis dispatched Baer in 
the first round. Buddy retired 
after the fight and went on to 
act in movies.

In the dressing room before 
the fight, Louis’ trainer, Jack 
Blackburn, who was suffering 
from arthritis and a weak heart, 
told Louis that he didn’t think 
he was strong enough to make 
it up and down the steps to the 
ring for fifteen rounds. Louis 
replied, “If you get up those 
stairs with me, I’ll have Baer out 
before you can relax.”

(Continued on Page 11)

One knew right from the start 
that he was extraordinary.

After all, how many taking the 
floor as freshmen are named the 
state’s best high school basket-
ball player of the year?

But that is what Cooper Flagg 
accomplished in his first sea-
son at Newport Regional High 
School up in Maine a few years 
ago.

The high school academic 
year was not yet over when this 
talented first year athlete was 
named the Player of the Year in 
the Pine Tree state after posting 
a resume that included averag-
ing 20.5 points per game to go 
with 10 rebounds, 6.2 assists, 
2.7 steals and 3.7 blocks per 
contest.

But they were a preview of 
what was on the horizon for 
Flagg has now been honored 
as the NBA Rookie of the Year 
for the 2025-2026 season. The 
award was a highlight following 
years of all-star performances in 
high school, college and eventu-
ally his first year in the NBA.

And what a year it was for  
a player who will not cele-
brate his 20th birthday until 
December 21.

According to the people in 
the NBA statistics office, Flagg 
has the three highest scoring 
games by a teenager in NBA 
history (51, 49 and 45 points) 
and has more 40 point-games 
(four) than any other teen. His 
51-point game came against 
Orlando on April 3.

In his only appearance at 
the Garden during the regular 
season, Flagg scored 16 points 
while playing 30 minutes in a 
120-100 loss to Boston back  
on March 6. A month earlier he 
had scored 36 points against 
the C’s in a 110-100 setback 
to the Celtics in Dallas on 
February 3.

Way back when he was a high 
school freshman he led Newport 
Regional High School to the 
Maine State Championship.

But those accolades received 
little coverage down here in the 
Boston area. After all, he still 
had three more years of high 
school hoops remaining before 
the possibilities for college or 
the NBA became available.

Plus Newport is not exactly 
a community that many from 
southern New England would 
stop for a visit, although 
one could drive by it on the 
interstate.

It is 102 miles north of 
Portland, an inland commu-
nity with about 3,300 residents. 
When thinking about Maine, 
many people from southern 
New England think of the beach 
towns that line the coastline 
below Portland after crossing 
in from New Hampshire or the 
well-known stores that are in 
Freeport, just above Portland. A 
small town like Newport would 
not be on their list of places to 
visit.

But someone in the basket-
ball community was watching 
during those early times. It was 
reported that Flagg received 
his first college scholarship 
offer from Bryant University in 
Rhode Island when he was in 
the eighth grade.

It soon became apparent  
that Flagg would have to 
move to find more challenging 
competition.

And thus it was that he trans-
ferred to Montverde Academy 
in Florida.

As time went on he continued 
to improve, winning three major 
awards in 2024 — Gatorade 
National Player of the Year,  
Mr.  Basketbal l  USA and 
Naismith National Prep Player 
of the Year. All those awards 
came on the heels of his senior 
season when he led Montverde 
to a perfect 34-0 record and the 
eighth national title in school 
history. He averaged 16.4 points 
and 7.5 rebounds over the 
course of the campaign.

Bryant may have been first 
with a college offer but when 
the time came Flagg chose a 
school with a more prominent 
basketball pedigree — Duke 
University. 

He only stayed for one season 
but definitely left his mark on 
the storied program, leading the 
Blue Devils to the regular sea-
son Atlantic Coast Conference 
title, the league championship 
tournament title and onward to 
the Final Four. 

Duke lost in the semifinals to 
Houston 70-67 with Flagg scor-
ing 27 points. He was named 
both ACC Player of the Year  
and Rookie of the Year as Duke 
finished the season at 35-4 
based on the strength of his 
single season at Duke.

He then declared for the NBA 
Draft and was selected first 
overall by Dallas.

In winning the Rookie of the 
Year award Flagg came out 
ahead in the voting, topping his 
Duke teammate and roommate 
Kon Knueppel who now plays 
for Charlotte.

“Me and Kon we talked all 
year long,” said Flagg in a piece 
published in The Athletic.

 “We never talked about  
rookie of the year or what people 
were saying about it or any- 
thing like that. It was more 
just support for each other  
and staying in contact. He is 
someone who will be one of 
my best friends for the rest of 
my life.”

Former Celtics that were 
named Rookie of the Year in 
their first year in the NBA 
include Tom Heinsohn (1957) 
Dave Cowens (1971) and Larry 
Bird (1980).

Additional Celtics players 
who were named Rookie of the 
Year but who initially played 
for other teams before joining 
the Celtics include Dave Bing 
(1967) Ernie DiGregorio (1974) 
and Kyrie Irving (2012). In addi-
tion, Patrick Ewing, who grew 
up in Cambridge and played 
for the New York Knicks plus 
Seattle and Orlando during his 
career, was selected Rookie of 
the Year in 1986.

For his part Flagg called 
the award “a great honor. I’m 
grateful to receive this award 
and thankful to everyone in the 
Dallas Mavericks organization 
who believed in me from day 
one. None of this happens with-
out my teammates, coaches and 
the people around me pushing 
me every day.”

He led the Mavs in total points 
(1,473), rebounds (466), assists 
(316) and steals (84). Playing 
in 70 games, he was the only 
player in the entire NBA to lead 

(Continued on Page 8)


