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A joint bill between the House 
and Senate is moving through 
the State House potentially 
establishing a special com-
mission to study the feasibility 
and implementation of repara-
tions payments and to draft 
a formal apology on behalf of 
Massachusetts residents for 
slavery in the United States. If 
passed, the commission would 
be responsible for recommend-
ing “reparative actions for 
slavery, its consequences and 
continued vestiges on residents 
of African descent.”

The commission would also 
draft and extend a formal apol-
ogy on behalf of Massachusetts 
residents for “the perpetration 
of gross human rights violations 
and crimes against humanity 
on African Americans, freed-
men and freed women and 
their descendants.” One of 

Massachusetts Legislature Considers Appointing
a Special Commission to Study Reparations

by Patti Sartori

the co-sponsors of the bill, 
Representative Russell Holmes 
(D-Boston) stated, “What’s 
important to me is to have a 
conversation about what has 
historically happened and have 
this state admit to the fact that 
while we were the first to outlaw 
slavery, we were also the first to 
begin slavery.” 

Massachusetts has never been 
a slave state, becoming the first 
to abolish the practice in 1783, 
six years before the 1789 ratifi-
cation of the U.S. Constitution, 
per the state’s official website, 
which also claims that in 1790, 
the census reported no recorded 
slaves in Massachusetts.

Testifying before the commit-
tee last week was Arlington resi-
dent and Emeritus Professor of 
Philosophy from the University 
of Minnesota, Naomi Scheman, 
saying that all white people “owe 

a debt” to Black Americans, add-
ing “Especially as white people, 
even those of us whose ances-
tors arrived in this country after 
the end of slavery, we benefit in 
ways large and small from stolen 
labor and continuing exploita-
tion of black people. We owe a 
debt that needs to be repaid.”

According to the bill, the 
commission has two years 
to submit its findings and 
recommendations on repara-
tions payments to the state 
legislature. Presently, no U.S. 
state or municipality has com-
pleted a full reparation pro-
gram, although a few have 
voted to explore establishing a 
reparations program, includ-
ing Boston, which has a work-
ing Task Force on reparations 
where a local group of Black 
Bostonians have requested $15 
billion from the city.

The Boston Public Health 
Commission (BPHC) has dis-
tributed over 4.5 million needles 
over the past four years, 2022 
- 2025, as the drug crisis in 
Boston has continued to rock 
local neighborhoods. While the 
numbers have continued to 
decrease each year, 1,279,584 
in 2022, 1,256,424 in 2023, 
1,152,192 in 2024 and 845,720 
as of October 31, 2025, it 
seems the city will once again 
exceed over 1 million needles 
distributed by the close of this 
calendar year.

The Public Health Commis-
sion, in its record response to 
the Boston Herald declined to 
release how much it spends to 
distribute needles to drug users 
each year, but made sure to note 
it collects more syringes through 
various programs than it dis-
tributes. “Regarding yearly dis-
tribution costs, BPHC does not 
receive city appropriated funds 

City of Boston Distributes Massive 
Amount of Needles Over Past Four Years

by Patti Sartori

for the purpose of syringe distri-
bution. The funds that we use 
come from the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and therefore 
we do not have any responsive 
records,” the BPCH General 
Counsel wrote.

From 2023 and forward, the 
City of Boston has received mil-
lions of dollars from the State 
of Massachusetts for its harm 
reduction, treatment and recov-
ery efforts, as part of an opioid 
settlement with pharmaceutical 
companies. The city is slated 
to receive approximately $40 
million through 2039, includ-
ing over $17 million from 2023 
through the present fiscal year, 
according to the state website. 

The Wu administration and 
city officials have been dealing 
with open air drug use, deal-
ing and crime in and around 
the Mass and Cass area for the 
past few years, with residents, 
business owners and neighbors 

demanding a larger police pres-
ence, and crackdown along with 
more stringent laws governing 
these types of offenses. South 
End residents have been par-
ticularly hard hit with this issue 
in and around their immediate 
neighborhood. 

Boston Public Health Com-
missioner Bisola Ojikutu 
believes the city’s harm reduc-
tion approach is vital to battling 
HIV and other diseases easily 
spread through shared needles 
used for drug injection, “If you 
consider the number of times 
someone is using fentanyl, it’s 
10 or 15 injections per day. We 
are trying to decrease the risk 
of HIV exposure,” she stated at 
a fall council hearing, adding 
that of the over 200 HIV cases 
in the Mass and Cass are con-
nected to drug injection, the 
number would be even higher 
without the city’s harm reduc-
tion approach.

Boston Mayor Michelle may be 
a backer and supporter of New 
York City’s Mayor-elect Zohran 
Mamdani, but she definitely has 
no plans to replicate his visit 
to 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
and Oval Office meeting with 

President Donald Trump. Wu 
made clear she would not accept 
an invitation to meet with the 
incumbent President. “I am not 
interested in a bromance with 
the federal regime,” Wu told 
reporters at a recent event. 

Wu is not enticed to extend 
an olive branch and attempt to 
develop a working relationship 
with the Trump Administration. 
“On my part, I am fighting 

Wu Not in Step with
New York City Mayor-Elect Mamdani

TSA to Charge Passengers
$45 with No Real ID

Americans going to airports with no Real ID licenses 
will soon be charged an extra $45, say TSA officials. 
The new fee goes into effect February 1. According 
to the TSA, 94 percent of travelers already have a 
Real ID.

White House Says
Boots on the Ground Not Ruled Out
We don’t need boots on the ground in Venezuela 

and we shouldn’t be thinking about regime change 
either. I am already questioning all these suspected 
narco-terrorist boat strikes. This is a big gamble  
for the Trump White House. If we can’t get him to 
flee and there’s no coup to take him out, then what? 
As a Vietnam-era veteran, I remember how America 
got sucked into that endless war based on another 
little boat in the Tonkin Bay Incident which was the 
pretext to send 500,000 young Americans into war 
with over 58,000 young Americans dying for the 
cause; whatever that was. No boots on the ground. 
We’ve already lost too many boots in my lifetime.

Are Second Strikes
on Drug Boats Legal?

Recently, the big news concerns those missile 
strikes on suspected drug boats over the coast of 
Venezuela and a September 2nd strike when a second 
strike was ordered since the boat wasn’t completely 
destroyed by the initial strike with survivors seen 
hanging on to the boat. 

Personally, I don’t know whether all these alleged 
drug boat strikes have really been effective in the 
first place. Of course, the Democrats can’t wait to 
jump all over President Trump. Can I tell you how 
much I loathe U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine, D-VA who so 
quickly stated, “This rises to the level of a war crime 
if it’s true.”

It sounds good to take out these smugglers but 
the options look not so good. It has become a huge 
distraction. Trump backs Pete Hegseth and Hegseth 
backs the Admiral who ordered the strikes and the 
beat goes on.

Three Townies Killed in WWII
Awarded Posthumous Bronze Stars
On Sunday, November 9 at the Knights of Columbus, 

the US Army presented the Bronze Star Medal posthu-
mous to three Charlestown men killed in WWII. The 
medal was presented to the families of John J. Noonan, 
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MARS
Jupiter was the Roman coun-

terpart to Zeus. In the list of 
Principal Roman deities, Mars 
appears to have been second 
only to Jupiter and he was 
held in every high regard by the 
Latins from the earliest times. 
Probably the most important 
reason for that kind of reverence 
was the fact that Roman legend 
names Mars as the father of 
Romulus, founder of Rome. Mars 
was believed to be the son of 
Juno (Hera in Greece) who bore 
him after touching a wonderful 
spring-flower (a likely story).

In addition to his position 
as the god of war, Mars also 
became known as one of the 
mightiest gods of nature. As a 
nature god, he accorded fertility 
and protection to fields, herds, 
and families, and was invoked 
at blessings during spring festi-
vals to keep the crops free from 
sickness, bad weather, and any 
other kind of harm. As god of 
war, the symbols of Mars were 
the wild wolf, the woodpecker, 
and the lance. Before the start of 
a battle, the legion commander 
usually sacrificed to this god 

and would then strike his lance 
while crying out “Mars awaken!” 

The Statue of Mars from the 
Forum of Nerva, 2nd century 
CE, based on an Augustan-era 
original that in turn used a 
Hellenistic Greek model of the 
4th century BCE. Capitoline 
Museums in Rome, Italy

Sacrifices were made to Mars 
during campaigns, while mili-
tary honors for valor were also 
conferred in his name.

During early times, there were 
about eight open areas or plains 
in the roman capital that were 
set aside for exercise or amuse-
ment. The most celebrated plain 
was the one consecrated to 
Mars and called the “Campus 
Martius.” Teams of horses called 
“Equirra” competed in mock war 
games here about three times a 
year. One of the participating 
horses was sacrificed to Mars at 
the end of the games. The horse’s 
blood was collected, preserved in 
a temple, and entrusted to a 
special priest (Flamen Martialis) 
where it was used only for pur-
poses of purification.

During ancient Roman times, 
the term “Flamen” was used to 
describe “one who kindles the 
sacrificial fire.” Flamen was also 
used to identify a special kind 
of priest in the worship of their 
gods. There were fifteen flamen, 
of which three were high priests 
known as “flamines Majores.” 
One of these high priests was 
called “flamen Dialis” or the high 
priest of Jupiter, the second was 
named “flamen Martialis” or the 
high priest of Mars, and the third 
was called “flamen Quirinalis” in 
honor of “Quirinus,” the Sabine 
equivalent of Mars, who was 
worshipped as the founder of the 
old Roman capital.

Lastly, we find that even 
Emperor Augustus got into the 
act when he built a magnificent 
temple to this god and named it 
“Mars Ultor” (Mars the Avenger). 
It was built in appreciation for the 
assistance he had received when 
he defeated Brutus and Cassius 
at the Battle of Philippi in 42 B.C., 
thus avenging the murder of his 
ancestor Julius Caesar.
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Add a bit of seasonal beauty 
to your front steps, window 
boxes, and other outdoor spac-
es with winter containers. Fill 
them with greenery, berries, 
cones, baubles and more. You’ll 
find many of these items in your 
own backyard and more at your 
favorite garden retailer.

Collect a few evergreen stems, 
interesting seedheads and pods, 
colorful stems, and fruit and 
berry covered branches from 
your landscape. Plants you 
enjoy in the winter garden are 
good candidates to include.

Many native plants make 
excellent additions to winter 
containers. Include berry-laden 
stems of plants like winter-
berry, dried flowers of smooth 
hydrangea, colorful stems of red 
twig dogwood, branches of pa-
per bark birches and fruit from 
native crabapples, hawthorns 
and roses.

Collect a few evergreen cones 
and harvest some stems topped 
with seedheads and pods from 
gardens and native plantings. 
Add some airy texture and mo-
tion to your winter containers 
with native and ornamental 
grasses. Leave them in their 
natural state or add some paint 
and glitter for a bit of bling.

Do not include invasive plants 
like phragmites, teasel and 
oriental bittersweet. These will 
drop seeds in your landscape 
and soon become a problem in 
your gardens and surrounding 
natural spaces.

Convert one or two of your 
summer or fall containers into 
a winter display or start with an 
empty planter. Make sure the 
container you select can toler-
ate winter weather. Concrete, 
iron, metal, wood and fiberglass 
containers are best suited for 
year-round use. Even plastic 
pots will last for a few years 
when left outside and kept safe 
from damage by snow shovels 
and snow blowers. 

Create Your Own 
Winter Containers

by Melinda Myers

Winter containers filled with greenery, colorful stems, cones, 
berries and more can brighten the landscape all winter long.

(Photo by www.MelindaMyers.com)

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening books, 
including the Midwest Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition and 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything” streaming courses and the nationally syndicated 
Melinda’s Garden Moment radio program. Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine and her 
website is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Make sure the pot has drain-
age holes to prevent waterlogged 
soil and water from overflowing 
the pot. Fill the container, up 
to an inch below the rim, with 
a well-drained potting mix, sand 
or topsoil. The soil helps hold 
the greenery, twigs and other 
materials in place and adds 
weight to keep the pot upright 
throughout the winter. Add a 
rock to the bottom of lightweight 
containers to prevent them from 
blowing over in the wind.

Use a mix of evergreens to 
provide a variety of textures, 
various shades of green and a 
backdrop for the items. Pine, 
spruce, arborvitae, boxwood 
and junipers may be growing 
in your landscape and most of 
these are available at garden 
centers. Spruce tips make it 
easy to create vertical accents 
in your containers. Select fresh 
greenery with pliable branches 
and firmly attached needles. Se-
cure the stems by placing them 
at least four inches into the soil. 
Next, add the other materials 
you purchased or collected from 
your landscape. Create verti-
cal interest with colorful and 
fruit-laden stems and branches. 
Tuck in seedheads, pods, cones 
and colorful branches for added 
interest throughout the ar-
rangement. Depending on your 
style, add artificial materials 
such as ribbon and outdoor or-
naments. It’s your opportunity 
to be creative.

Water thoroughly to remove 
air pockets and lock your in-
gredients in place. Keep the 
soil moist until the potting mix 
freezes to extend the beauty 
of your winter arrangement. If 
possible, set your planter in a 
sheltered location out of drying 
winter winds and sunlight to 
keep it looking good even longer.

Once your container is com-
plete, it’s time to relax and enjoy 
your favorite winter activities 
and celebrations.
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Everyday in some small way
Memories of you come our way.

Though absent, you are always near.

Still missed, loved,
and always dear

In Remembrance

Joseph “Dom”
Compochiaro

June 21, 1938 – December 8, 2014
Eleventh Anniversary

Friends of Christopher Columbus Park
Annual Trellis Lighting Ceremony

The lighting of the Columbus Park Trellis 
sets the stage for the official countdown to the 
City of Boston Christmas and Holiday Season. 
Serenading the crowd were singers from 
NEMPAC’s children’s choir and Northeaster 
University’s Women Centered acapella group, 
Pitch Please. Guests enjoyed delicious clam 
chowder complements of Joe’s Waterfront, 
creamy eggnog donated by H.P. Hood and hot 
chocolate from the Marriott Long Wharf.

Once again Boston Mayor Michelle Wu was on 
hand to flip the switch and kick off the festivi-
ties. Many thanks to all of the donors and vol-
unteers who make this event happen , especially 
the Friends of Christopher Columbus Park, the 
Boston Parks Department, State Representative 
Aaron Michlewitz, City Council President Ruthzee 
Louijeune, and Samantha Peracchi from District 
1 Gabriela Coletta Zapata’s Office for attending.

It was a wonderful evening for all who joined the 
festivities. The Friends of Christopher Columbus 
Park will celebrate their 25th anniversary next 
year so be sure to watch for many the upcoming 
special events.

(Photos courtesy of the City of Boston)
The spectacularly brightly lit trellis lights draw a faithful crowd each year.

Rudolph and Santa Claus join 
in the fun at the annual Friends 
of Chrsitopher Columbus Park 
Trellis lighting.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu with a very happy group during 
the Christopher Columbus Park Trellis lighting and kick off 
to the Christmas & Holiday Season.

North End Music & Performing Arts Center 
(NEMPAC) entertain the crowd at the 2025 
Friends of the Christopher Columbus Park 
Trellis lighting.

Northeastern University’s Women Centered 
acapella group Pitch Please with Boston Mayor 
Michelle Wu following their performance.

(L to R): State Representative Aaron Michlewitz, Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer, President 
of Friends of Christopher Columbus Park Joanne Hayes-Rines, City of Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu, Santa Claus and City Council President Ruthzee Louijeune enjoying the Trellis lighting 
festivities.
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L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore
A Visit from Saint Nicholas

by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz
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The Christmas season, that 
most wonderful time of the 
year, is fully upon us! I feel its 
merriment whenever I take a 
sip of spicy eggnog, its velvety 
texture warming me inside 
with the taste of the holidays. 
The day before Advent, my 
husband and I decorated our 
home for Christmas, setting up 
our tree and placing an ever-
green wreath on our door. The 
twinkling lights of these adorn-
ments shine through even the 
darkest midwinter night, while 
the greenery reminds me that 
the cycle of life rolls on despite 
the blustery cold of the season. 
Christmas carols, ubiquitous 
on the radio now, compose the 
soundtrack of my days now, 
filling them with the sounds of 
jingle bells. However, the most 
inescapable symbol of secular 
Christmas celebrations remains 
the jolly man in the North Pole 
himself — Santa Claus! Santa 
Claus appears everywhere now-
adays, from thrones in shop-
ping malls to television ads, 
from cookie faces to household 
decorations. Sometimes, Santa 
Claus manifests as the elegant 
Father Christmas — a serious-
faced man clad in long, intricate 
robes, holding a staff. More 
often, however, he is a rotund, 
merry-faced man with a bushy 
white beard and a red suit, a 
bag bursting with gifts slung 
around his shoulder. Though 
Santa Claus has become a 
prominent figure in Christmas 
commercialism, at his purest 
form he is a comforting symbol 
of the mirth, goodwill and kind-
ness which characterize this 
season. This complex character 
even has his own holiday on 
December 6th, a day abounding 
with Christmas history!

The idea of Santa Claus may 
seem rather strange, even 
bizarre. Here is a man who 
lives in the North Pole, wears 
red, owns a toyshop run by 
elves, and hops aboard a sleigh 

to deliver presents to children 
on Christmas Eve. Why is this 
figure so attached to the holiday 
season? Like most Christmas 
symbols, Santa Claus derives 
from both Christian and pagan 
roots. Some of his characteris-
tics hearken back to the Norse 
god Odin, who led a wild hunt 
across the midwinter night sky 
on an eight-legged stallion. 
Children would leave carrots 
out overnight for Odin’s horse, 
similar to the tradition of offer-
ing cookies and milk to Santa 
Claus. Elves also form a major 
part of Scandinavian folklore, 
where tales abound of magical 
creatures who are especially 
active during the Twelve Days 
of Christmas. Nevertheless, 
Santa Claus’s most immediate 
ancestor is St. Nicholas of Myra, 
a fourth-century bishop hailing 
from Asia Minor, now mod-
ern-day Turkey. St. Nicholas 
became famous for his gen-
erosity, eventually serving as 
the patron saint of children. 
His association with gift-giving 
stems from a famous legend in 
which he secretly made gifts of 
gold to three sisters too poor to 
afford a dowry. The very name 
“Santa Claus” is a corruption 
of “St. Nicholas,” hailing from 
Dutch settlers who brought the 
figure of Sinterklaas to America. 
In other countries, such as 
England, Santa Claus’s name is 
“Father Christmas.” This corre-
sponds to his Italian moniker as 
well, as the jolly man is known 
as Babbo Natale — literally, 
“Father Christmas.” Though 
the premiere gift-bringer in Italy 
remains La Befana, the kindly 
witch who circles the world on 
Epiphany Eve, Babbo Natale 
yields enormous presence there 
as well, and Italian children 
write letters to the merry, red-
suited man. 

St. Nicholas, Santa Claus’s 
predecessor, even boasts his 
own feast day on the 6th of 
December. My grandmother 

hailed from the southern Italian 
city of Bari, which holds the 
relics of the saint, and as  
such la Festa di San Nicola, or 
St. Nicholas’s Day, endures as 
one of her most cherished holi-
days. She spoke very fondly of 
citywide celebrations on this 
day, replete with parades and 
processions, most centered 
around the Basilica di San 
Nicola. In other areas of Europe, 
St. Nicholas’s Day functions as 
a quaint and charming precur-
sor to Christmas, a day devoted 
to the happiness of children. 
Children in Germany, Hungary 
and the Czech Republic leave 
their shoes or boots on the 
windowsills during the eve of 
St. Nicholas’s feast, only to 
find them filled with candy and 
trinkets in the morning. Polish 
children find small bags of 
candy tucked under their pil-
lows, while their counterparts 
in France bake gingerbread and 
brioche to mark the holiday. My 
family honors St. Nicholas’s Day 
with customs that awaken my 
inner child. My husband’s par-
ents bless and distribute candy 
canes on this day, sharing the 
joy of this nostalgic treat. I bake 
an eggnog cake for this feast. 
Silky and warm, studded with 
golden raisins and topped with 
a brown sugar streusel, this 
cake tastes like the Christmas 
festivities. As its scent fills the 
air, I become thankful for the 
pleasures of home and hearth 
that form the crux of holidays 
like St. Nicholas’s Day.

Though the modern age seems 
bent on commercializing Santa 
Claus, we should pay attention 
to the true significance of this 
enigmatic and jovial figure. A 
combination of Christian and 
pagan roots, Santa Claus cele-
brates the values of compassion 
and kindness. The feast day of 
his predecessor St. Nicholas 
honors children and is imbued 
with the optimism and gen-
erosity that characterizes the 
Christmas season. While it may 
seem far too easy to impatiently 
wait for Christmas’s arrival, 
St. Nicholas’s Day serves as 
a welcome reminder that the 
whole Advent period brims 
with unique and special holi-
days that reveal the various 
facets of Christmas. During the 
holidays this year, let us make 
a pact to face life with the same 
sense of magic and wonder that 
typifies Santa Claus, or Father 
Christmas, or Babbo Natale. 
When we look at Christmas 
with joyous, childlike eyes, we 
can finally enjoy the true mag-
nanimous spirit of the holidays, 
making our souls as bright as 
Santa Claus’s smile!

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz 
is a high school history teacher. 
She appreciates any comments 
and suggestions about Italian 
ho l idays and fo lk lore  a t 
adicenso89@gmail.com.

Well, the Thanksgiving holiday is in the rearview mirror and it is 
on to Christmas now. I had an enjoyable Turkey Day surrounded 
by many family members at two houses. First my daughter’s and 
then at one of my nieces house. Plenty to eat at both places. Once 
again, I got my annual slice of Sweet Potato Pie. To me, the best 
kind of pie in the world.

So, now as we quickly move through the end of another year 
heading toward 2026. Is it just me or do the years move by quicker 
than ever the older we get? I have never lived for the moment. I am 
too old to think about that idea. Someone once told me decades 
ago, “When you live for the moment, you’re like a fish and you 
can’t connect all your moments together into a life.” How true.

Can I tell you something about life? Sometimes it might $@&# 
but there are also so many great times too. It is all about how 
you choose to live it. I check the newspaper horoscopes every day, 
not because I believe this stuff but the advice I find sometimes 
makes great sense. Today’s horoscope for me read: “Doing carries 
more weight than saying. You might not be able to articulate what 
you’re experiencing, learning and feeling right now, but that’s OK 
because what really speaks is the action you take. Action is the 
difference in the world.”

At this point in my life, I am thankful for being healthy and active. 
Every day when I wake up and my feet hit the floor is another 
day of experiencing life. Back in my younger days I loved politics 
more than today. I had fun while learning and participating in 
political campaigns. Politics is no longer that fun. I heard a song 
by Billy Joel called “I Go to Extremes” with these lyrics, “”(I)don’t 
know why I go to extremes, too high or too low there ain’t no in-
betweens, Either I’m wrong or I’m perfectly right every time, Eager 
to please, ready to fight, why do I go to extremes?” This seems to 
be today’s view of political differences. No more civil discourse, 
just anger it seems.

Here’s something else to ponder. The political in-fighting between 
Democrats and Republicans continues. Every one of them have 
narratives to protect. The news media is no help either. Institutions 
like the New York Times and others keep trying to make us feel 
really sad about the plight of those who entered this country ille-
gally or who overstay visas, etc. The other day, the Times Had a 
big piece on this very issue, the headline read “For Noncitizens, 
Life Now Requires Looking Over Your Shoulder (NYT, November 
21). Do I feel sorry for these undocumented folks often living in 
plain sight? No, I don’t. This country has rules, you follow them 
or not but crying in my face doesn’t work. We have rules to follow, 
and if you haven’t, you should be looking over your shoulders. 

The plight of the undocumented living here is the result of all 
of our; politicians in Washington, DC are at fault. Immigration 
policy has been broken going back to at least the Sixties. Kicking 
the can down the road is not a really good strategy. The issue 
needs a solution but politicians don’t want solutions as much as 
they want to attack each other with some of them going right and 
seemingly most of them going left. All right, enough said on this.

 Our country is in trouble with passions rising to the level of 
physical action. Hateful rhetoric, hate crimes and debasing us 
all in the process. Author Stephan King, who I don’t often agree 
with, has said, “Monsters and ghosts are real, they live inside us 
and sometimes they win.” I wish there was a vaccine to stop evil 
from winning.

As we finish out 2025, our job should be to leave those monsters 
and ghosts in the year passing away. Human nature is a funny 
thing, most of us never take that good look into the mirror.

Next year must be a better year than this one has been. We all 
need to do our part in making that become a reality. The future 
is ours to make.
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Bricco
Boutique ItalianCuisine

241 Hanover St. • 617.248.6800

Maré
Seafood & Oyster Bar

223 Hanover St., 3 Mechanic St. • 617.723.MARE

Quattro
Grill, Rosticceria & Pizzeria
266 Hanover St. 617.720.0444

AquaPazza
Oyster Bar & Italian Kitchen

135 Richmond St. • 857-350-3105

Trattoria Il Panino
Boston’s 1st Original Trattoria
11 Parmenter St. • 617.720.1336

Assaggio
Positano Cuisine Restaurant • Lounge

29 Prince St. Boston • 617-865-1265

Umbria
Steakhouse & mia Roof Deck
250 Hanover St. • 617-868-1265 

Dolce
Italian Cafe with 33 Flavors of Tiramisu

272 Hanover St.

umbria
Italian steakhouse

& mia
              ROOF DECK

The MBTA will perform work in December 
to replace the wooden overhead catenary wire 
“trough” in the Green Line tunnel, which is original 
to the tunnel’s construction in the late 1890s. The 
trough houses the Green Line’s overhead wires 
and will be replaced with a modern, more durable, 
metal trough. With unencumbered access to the 
underground Green Line track areas, a number 
of other projects will also perform work, including 
Green Line Train Protection System installation, 
signal modernizations, tunnel inspections, station 
brightening work, and more. 

To accomplish this work, the following service 
suspension will take place:

Green Line service will be suspended 
between North Station and Babcock Street on 
the B Branch, Kenmore on the C and D 
Branches, and Heath Street on the E Branch 
for 15 consecutive days, December 8 – 22. 

 Riders using shuttles bus service should budget 
ample extra travel time. For example, a rider trav-
elling to Park Street from Boston College should 
budget at least an additional 20 minutes of travel 
in additional to their regular commute.

 B Branch: Free and accessible shuttle buses 
will operate between Babcock Street and Back 
Bay. 

 Riders can connect to the Orange Line at Back 
Bay for continued service through downtown 
toward North Station. 

 There will be free fares at Kenmore with the fare 
gates open. Fares will also be free at all surface-
level stops west of Kenmore.

MBTA December Service Changes on the Green Line

 Route 57 bus service will be fare-free during 
this service change. 

 C Branch: Free and accessible shuttle buses 
will operate between Kenmore and Back Bay. 

 Riders can connect to the Orange Line at Back 
Bay for continued service through downtown 
toward North Station. 

 There will be free fares at Kenmore with the fare 
gates open. Fares will also be free at all surface-
level stops west of Kenmore. 

 D Branch: Free and accessible shuttle buses 
will operate between Kenmore and Back Bay. 

 Riders can connect to the Orange Line at Back 
Bay for continued service through downtown 
toward North Station. 

There will be free fares at Kenmore and Riverside 
with the fare gates open. Fares will also be free at 
all surface-level stops west of Kenmore. 

 E Branch: Route 39 will replace Green Line 
E Branch service between Heath Street and 
Back Bay. Extra buses will be added to the 39 to 
accommodate additional capacity. The route will 
be fare-free during this service change. 

 Accessible van service will be available for 
Green Line stops between Copley/Back Bay and 
North Station. 

 The Worcester Commuter Rail Line will be 
fare-free between South Station, Back Bay, and 
Lansdowne during this Green Line service change. 
Riders should note that regular fares should be 
purchased beyond Lansdowne and regular fares 
should be purchased if traveling on a Commuter 
Rail line other than the Worcester Line. 

North End Boston Shoppers Shuttle
Mondays

Pickup Location Pickup Time (times are estimated)

Casa Maria:                                    
130 Endicott St. Boston, MA 11:30 AM

The Prado / Paul Revere Mall: 
Hanover St. Boston, MA 11:35 AM

Christopher Columbus Plaza:       
145 Commercial St. Boston, MA 11:40 AM

Arrive @ Stop and Shop:             
700 Fellsway Medford, MA 12:00 PM

Depart @ Stop and Shop:              
700 Fellsway Medford, MA 1:20 PM

Casa Maria:                                    
130 Endicott St. Boston, MA 1:40 PM

The Prado / Paul Revere Mall: 
Hanover St. Boston, MA 1:45 PM

Christopher Columbus Plaza:       
145 Commercial St. Boston, MA 1:50 PM

For more information call us at 781-396-2500 or email us at info@ridejosephs.com

Casa Maria	 11:30 AM
130 Endicott St., Boston, MA
The Prado / Paul Revere Mall	 11:35 AM
Hanover St., Boston, MA
Christopher Columbus Plaza	 11:40 AM
145 Commercial St., Boston, MA
ARRIVE @ STOP AND SHOP	 12:00 PM
700 Fellsway, Medford, Ma
DEPART @ STOP AND SHOP	   1:20 PM
700 Fellsway, Medford, MA
Casa Maria	   1:40 PM
130 Endicott St., Boston, MA
The Prado / Paul Revere Mall	   1:45 PM
Hanover St., Boston, MA
Christopher Columbus Plaza	   1:50 PM
145 Commercial St., Boston, MA
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Casa Maria:                                    
130 Endicott St. Boston, MA 1:40 PM
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M a r y ’ s  M i l i t i a ,  St .  T h e r e s a  S o c i e t y,
a n d  A l l  S a i n t s  Way

Lead North End Effort  to Help Homeless

Members of various North End groups join together to feed the homeless and care for the 
less fortunate.

In a remarkable display of compassion and 
unity, The St. Theresa Society of Boston joined 
forces on Nov. 25 with Sean and Sherveen of 
Mary’s Militia, Garry Rizzuto of All Saints Way, 
Father Michael Della Penna of St. Leonard’s 
Church, North End’s own Steven Virgilio, and 
several generous North End restaurants to bring 
Thanksgiving directly to those who needed it most.

Together, the groups distributed Thanksgiving 
dinners, pies, pizza, donuts, hand warmers, 
miraculous medals, and blankets to homeless 
men and women across the city of Boston. 
Volunteers moved through Boston’s neighbor-
hoods with warmth and purpose, offering not 
just food and supplies, but dignity, comfort, 
and human connection. What began as a simple 
act of giving became a citywide reminder of how 
powerful compassion can be.

The spirit of the day echoed the words of  
St. Theresa, whose message guides much of the 

Dagobert was the son of the 
Merovingian King Sigebert III, 
and grandson of King Dagobert 
II. He was born around 652 AD. 
When his father died in 663, 
he was exiled by Grimoald, the 
Mayor of the palace, in order to 
allow succession to the throne 
to pass to him rather than 
Dagobert the rightful. Dagobert 
was educated in a monastery 
in Ireland. 

Grimoald ’s  treacherous 
deception was to no avail. 
When Wilfred, Bishop of York, 
told the lords of Austrasia of 
the existence of their king, they 
called him back to the throne 
in 675.

After he had taken his country 
back, Dagobert II brought peace 
and stability, and founded 

Saint Dagobert II
by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

numerous churches and 
abbeys.

In 679, a conflict broke out 
with Neustria. Thierry was 
their king and his Mayor of the 
Palace, Ebroin, conceived a plot 
against Dagobert, who was then 
assassinated on December 23, 
679, in the forest of Woëvre, 
some distance from his royal 
residence of Stenay. He was 
canonized at the council of 
Douzy in 872.

The Feast day of  Saint 
Dagobert is December 23

Dagobert is considered the 
best and wisest of all the 
Merovingian kings, and his 
memory is still kept green 
in France by an old nur- 
sery rhyme, “Le Bon Roi 
Dagobert.”

group’s outreach: “Remember that nothing is 
small in the eyes of God. Do all that you do in a 
little way with love.”

How to Get Involved
The effort doesn’t end with Thanksgiving. 

Anyone in the community is welcome to join 
Mary’s Militia in their ongoing mission to support 
Boston’s homeless population.

Mary’s Militia meets every Tuesday at  
9:30 p.m. at: Rocco’s Cucina Waterfront Cafe, 
450 Commercial Street, North End, Boston

Donations of food, blankets, warm clothing, 
gloves, hats, and food are always deeply appreci-
ated. Volunteers gather at Rocco’s to load vans 
and vehicles before heading out into the city to 
assist those experiencing homelessness.

For anyone looking to make a meaningful 
impact, this grassroots effort proves that even 
the smallest act of love can change a life.
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by Bennett Molinari & Richard Molinari

Ieri e Oggi
Yesterday & Today

a column of past and current events

Samurai

On Tuesday, November 18, 
2025, the East Boston Chamber 
of Commerce hosted its “East 
Boston Marketplace” event at 
the ICA Watershed on Marginal 
Street along the East Boston 
waterfront. Community resi-
dents and local businesses were 
invited to showcase their enter-
prises in an effort to promote 
community engagement and 
encourage shopping locally. The 
ICA Watershed was transformed 
into a trade-show–style venue, 
giving businesses the opportu-
nity to present their products, 
goods, services, resources, and 
information. The atmosphere 
was warm and welcoming, 
with plenty of opportunities for 
attendees to exchange ideas 
and make new connections. 
Guests enjoyed networking, 
a performance by a Mariachi 
band, refreshments, a raffle, 
and a speaking program co-
emceed by Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta Zapata and State 
Representative Adrian Madaro. 
Additional remarks were offered 
by Veronica Robles, East 
Boston Chamber of Commerce 
Board member and Ex-Officio, 
and Shirley Fabbo, Chamber 
President, with translation pro-
vided by Board member John 
Fredy Sosa.

East Boston Chamber of Commerce Host

East Boston Marketplace

Weddings and More

Shaws

Rockland Trust Bank

One Beauty Studio

Noah

Jae Art

Hilton Garden Inn

First Priority Credit Union

Eastie Farm

Eastern BankEZ Boston Rentals and Brie 
and Fig

East Boston Social Centers

Lapels Laundromat

Hyatt Regency

Embassy

East Boston Artists Group and 
Nantucket Lightship

Cross Country Mortgage

Beverly Richards Dance 
Center

BBB

AAuussoonniiaa  CCoouunncciill  11551133  

KKnniigghhttss  ooff  CCoolluummbbuuss 

Children’s Christmas Celebration  
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  DDeecc..  66tthh

4411  NN..  MMaarrggiinn  SStt..,,  NNoorrtthh  EEnndd,,  BBoossttoonn

  CChhrriissttmmaass  GGiiffttss  &&  PPhhoottooss  wwiitthh  SSaannttaa  

EEvveerryyoonnee  iiss  iinnvviitteedd!!  
GGiiffttss  ffoorr  cchhiillddrreenn  uupp  ttoo  aaggee  1122  

DDrroopp--iinn  bbeettwweeeenn::  1111  aa..mm..  ttoo  33  pp..mm.. 

Ausonia Council 1513
Knight of Columbus

Children’s
Christmas Celebration

Saturday, December 6th

41 N. Margin Street, North End, Boston

Christmas Gifts & Photos with Santa

Everyone is invited!
Gifts for children up to age 12
Drop in 11:00AM to 3:00PM

Samurai were member of the 
Japanese warrior caste. The 
term samurai was originally 
used to denote the aristocratic 
warriors (bushi), but it came to 
apply to all the members of the 
warrior class that rose to power 
in the 12th century and domi-
nated the Japanese government 
until the Meiji Restoration in 
1868. Emerging from provincial 
warrior bands, the samurai of 
the Kamakura period (1192–
1333), with their military skills 
and deep pride in their stoicism. 
The samurai lived by bushidō, 
or “the way of the warrior,” 
which demanded loyalty, honor, 
and self-discipline. 

Far from being just fighters, 
many samurai were well-educated 
and skilled in literature, math-
ematics, and the arts, such as 
calligraphy and flower arranging.

Samurai wore elaborate, often 
lacquered armor that was both 
highly protective and a display of 
their status, While most samurai 
were men, women of the warrior 
class, known as onna-bugeisha, 
trained and fought to defend 
their homes and families.

In 1853, Japan opened its bor-
ders to foreign trade.  Fearing an 
eventual invasion, the Japanese 
abandoned feudalism for capita-
lism so that they could industri-
alize and build a modern army. 

The adoption of modern firearms 
rendered the traditional weap-
ons of the samurai obsolete, 
and as firearms are easy enough 
for peasant conscripts to learn, 
Japan had no more need for a 
specialized warrior caste. 

Following the Meiji Restoration 
in 1868, the samurai class was 
officially disbanded, though 
many members of the former 
warrior class went on to become 
influential government officials 
and military officers.

NORTH END/WATERFRONT 
RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

NEWRA will hold their monthly Zoning & Licensing Sub-
Committee (ZLC) Meeting on Tuesday, November 9, 7:00 
p.m., at the Mariner’s House, 11 North Square, 2nd Floor. 
The meeting is open to the public and all residents, property owners 
and abutters are welcome and encouraged to attend and offer input.

On the agenda are two matters. 133-135 North Washington 
Street, a proposal to erect a new six-story building with 13 resi-
dential units, ground-floor retail and elevator. The project requires 
zoning relief for height, density, and other use-related violations 
identified in ISD refusal letter. Nicholas Beaujean is the applicant; 
Michael Ross is the attorney and North End resident Stephen Pas-
sacantilli is the representative.

Also on the agenda is Maria Forno, of Dolvero LLC, 210 Hanover 
Street, has filed for a Common Victualler License (no alcohol) for 
sit-down restaurant serving all-day breakfast and pizza. Proposed 
hours are 6 am-2 am daily, and is seeking ZBA approval for a 
change of use/occupancy to permit take-out service. No construc-
tion is planned. Charles Terrill is the owner of record. 
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The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS
of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

by Sal Giarratani

GUNS N’ ROSES –
LIVE ERA ’87-’93 (Vinyl)

UMe/Geffen
UMe/Geffen celebrate Guns N’ Roses’ incredible musical legacy 

with GUNS N’ ROSES – LIVE ERA ’87-’93, the ultimate vinyl set  
that chronicles the first official live album from Guns N’ Roses. LIVE 
ERA ’87-’93 was recorded live across the universe between 1987 
and 1993, and it has been newly remastered for this collection. 
Included on LIVE ERA ’87-’93 are definitive, of-era live renditions 
of classic Guns N’ Roses tracks such as “November Rain,” “Sweet 
Child O’ Mine, “Welcome To The Jungle,” “Don’t Cry,” and “Paradise 
City.” GUNS N’ ROSES – LIVE ERA ’87-’93 features a total of 23 
live tracks. It is available in multiple configurations, including a 
Premium 4-LP Color Vinyl, Standard 4-LP 180-Gram Black Vinyl, 
and Digital Remaster. The new remaster is available to stream and 
as digital downloads newly expanded with the 1999 vinyl and Japan 
bonus track “Coma,” with all vinyl configurations. The history of 
Guns N’ Roses up to the time that Live Era ’87-’93 was originally 
released in 1999, is the stuff of legends. The first full-length album 
from Guns N’ Roses, 1987s Appetite For Destruction, is one of the 
most popular hard rock albums in history. Appetite For Destruction 
includes three Top 10s: the anthem “Welcome To The Jungle” and 
the frenzied rocker “Paradise City,” plus their platinum selling  
No. 1 single “Sweet Child O’ Mine.” 1988s G N’R Lies, comprised  
of songs from the group’s independently-released 1986 EP  
Live?!*@Like A Suicide plus new studio recordings, followed Appetite 
For Destruction up the charts, peaking at No. 2 on the Billboard 200 
albums chart. The Grammy-nominated album (for Best Hard Rock 
Performance), claimed the gold No. 4-charting ballad “Patience.” 
September 17, 1991, with one of the most anticipated releases ever 
in music, both Use Your Illusion I and Use Your Illusion II debuted. 
Use Your Illusion I featured two gold singles with “November Rain” 
and “Don’t Cry,” plus another Top 40 with “Live And Let Die.” 
Use Your Illusion II boasted another gold hit with the previously 
released single “You Could Be Mine,” heard in the film Terminator 
II: Judgment Day. II also features “Yesterdays,” “Civil War,” and 
GN’R’s take on Bob Dylan’s “Knockin’ On Heaven’s Door.” Each 
of the Use Your Illusion albums went seven times platinum with 
Use Your Illusion I going to No. 2 and Use Your Illusion II hitting 
No. 1. Use Your Illusion I was Grammy nominated for Best Hard 
Rock Performance as was the Wings cover “Live And Let Die.” A 
collection of Guns N’ Roses covers of classic, mainly punk, songs 
that had influenced the band members since their early days, 
1993s The Spaghetti Incident? is certified platinum. The Spaghetti 
Incident? features renditions of The Dead Boys’ 1978 track “Ain’t 
It Fun” and an unlikely cover of The Skyliners’ ’50s doo-wop gem 
“Since I Don’t Have You.” 

JAWS: MUSIC FROM MOTION PICTURE SOUNDTRACK
BYCOMPOSER JOHN WILLIAMS (Vinyl)

UMe
Continuing the celebration of the 50th anniversary of Steven 

Spielberg’s classic 1975 summer blockbuster, Jaws, UMe is releas-
ing Jaws (Music From The Original Motion Picture Soundtrack). 
Brand-new stereo mixes of the soundtrack album are now avail-
able on all digital partners, and a “Shark Infested” Water-Filled 
collectible numbered edition LP is also available now via. The 
perfect collector’s item for film and vinyl buffs alike, this release 
has real water sealed and pressed between two translucent vinyl 
discs. On CD, a 50th Anniversary Special Edition 3-Disc Set is now 
available from soundtrack specialty label Intrada. This release 
pairs the GRAMMY-winning soundtrack album with the Academy 
Award-winning film score recording, and includes exclusive extra 
tracks from both recordings. The movie has also been released in a 
new 4K UHD edition from Universal Studios Home Entertainment, 
which includes the feature-length documentary Jaws@50: The 
Definitive Inside Story. Track listing: Main Title (Theme From 
“Jaws”), Chrissie’s Death, Promenade (Tourists On The Menu), 
Out To Sea, The Indianapolis Story, Sea Attack Number One,  
One Barrel Chase, Preparing The Cage, Night Search, The 
Underwater Siege, Hand To Hand Combat, End Title (Theme From 
“Jaws”).

KEITH OXMAN -
HOME (CD)

Capri Records
Colorado-based tenor saxophonist Keith Oxman takes listen-

ers on a musical journey through his influences and inspirations  
on his new album Home. Joining him as he nods to family mem-
bers, friends, colleagues, and mentors who helped steer his musical 
and life path are guitarist Clint Dadian, trumpeter Derek Banach, 
bassist Bill McCrossen, and drummer Todd Reid. Oxman honors 
those relationships with eleven original compositions and two  
covers: “Serenata,” and the classic “Home (When Shadows Fall).” 
Home begins with the jaunty “True Lou,” a piece written for Oxman’s 
dad who passed away in 2023. The smooth “Hardenesque” and 
joyful “Serenada” follow. “Don’t Throw in the Powell” is pure jazz 
joy with a great guitar solo by Dadian and top-notch horn work  
by Oxman and Banach. On the wistful title track, Oxman brings 
out his softer side with pure tone and exquisite expression. “Pam” 
and “Cousin Steve” pay homage to Oxman’s beloved family mem-
bers, the upbeat “Stray Killer,” the rocking “The Jazz Brothers 
Visit Curtis Street,” “Owen’s Defense,” and “Opus for Wherda.” 
The album closes with the lovely “An Extraordinary Rose” writ-
ten for Oxman’s mother, who passed away in 2016. Home is a  
winning album that promises something for everyone, as Oxman 
pays homage to those who’ve made a lasting impression on his  
life. 

REPARATIONS???
As of late, I’ve heard that our 

state legislators up on Beacon 
Hill are talking about repara-
tions for slavery again. Instead 
of dealing with issues that are 
facing us today, many up there 
would rather waste time talking 
about slavery, racism and, of 
course,… slavery. It is all about 
progressive identity politics. 
Keeping the past alive and milk-
ing it for all it’s worth.

I loved a recent letter writer 
in the Boston Herald (December 
2) from Jeffrey Padell of East 
Walpole who wrote, “I keep 
hearing about reparations. My 
biggest question is why should 
I have to pay reparations since 
one of my ancestors died in 
Andersonville Prison while fight-
ing to free the slaves. I think that 
if reparations are approved then 
we need reparations for every 
one of the Union dead, people 
who gave their lives to free the 
slaves. And finally why should 
people who were never slaves get 
money from people who never 
owned slaves?”
COOKIE DECORATING WITH 

SANTA AND MRS. CLAUS
Last year’s Christmas saw 

Santa and Mrs. Claus down 
at the A&L Bakery & Cafe on 
Sumner Street and plenty of 
little children having fun deco-
rating cookies. AND it is return-
ing next week at the Bakery on 
December 13 and 14 at 1:00 
p.m. Stop by the Bakery to sign 
up your kiddos. $15 per child.

CHRISTMAS
ON THE GREENWAY

C H R I S T M A S  O N  T H E 
GREENWAY is presented by 
the Friends of the Mary Ellen 
Welch Greenway. Holiday Show 
by Riverside Theater Works ... 
Meet Santa and Mrs. Claus 
... Luminaria Candle-lit ... 
Ornament Making Activity ... 
Hot Chocolate and more.

S u n d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  7 
from.4:00-6:00 p.m., at the 
Bremen Street Park by Airport 
Station on the Blue Line.

KEN BURNS’ AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION SCREENING: 

FAITH & FREEDOM
IN THE REVOLUTION

December 9, 2025
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Old North Church
193 Salem St., Boston

In April, the acclaimed direc-
tor Ken Burns joined The Old 
North Church to discuss his 
forthcoming documentary 
The American Revolution. On 
December 9, we are excited 
to host a special screening of 
excerpts from the film at Old 
North!

This event is free and open 
to the public. Please RSVP on 
Eventbrite so we can prepare 
to host you! 

RSVP  at //www.eventbrite.
com/e/ken-burns-american-

revolution-screening-faith- 
f reedom-in-the-revolut ion- 
tickets-1970782148458 (free)

53RD NORTH END
CHRISTMAS PARADE

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
It will be soon time for the 

North End Christmas Parade 
presented by the North End 
Athletic Association — Sunday, 
December 14 at 12:30 p.m. 
Santa arrives at Christopher 
Columbus Park by helicopter at 
12:30 p.m. Rain date, Sunday, 
December 21.

Parade dedicated in memory 
of Jimmy Pallotta.

ST. ANTHONY’S
INDOOR FLEA MARKET

The next St. Anthony’s Flea 
Market will take place December 
13. Great buys for the holidays 
from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
Lower hall, 250 Revere Street 
in Revere.

ANOTHER VIRTUAL
MEETING BY

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
The City of Boston Planning 

Department is holding yet 
another  v i r tua l  meet ing 
Monday, December 8 concern-
ing the further development of 
the former A-7 police station. If 
they want community feedback 
they should hold in-person 
meetings. I am tired of virtual 
meetings. I say in-person with 
virtual options. The Pandemic  
is over. More on the virtual 
vs. in-person discussion next 
issue.

ANOTHER GREAT
EAST BOSTON

THANKSGIVING

Once again, this year I vol-
unteered over at the Salesians 
Club for the annual Turkey Day 

deliveries to folks all across East 
Boston. This year I partnered up 
with Mike Freeberg delivering to 
several Eastie locations. Mike 
and I have known each other 
for some 40 years when my 
hair was much darker and he 
had hair. He once ran for state 
senate in JP against a legendary 
Irish Democrat and of course 
came up short. Eventually, we 
both ended up in East Boston 
at about the same time.

EASTIE FARM

The sun has set on this 
year’s volunteer work parties, 
but no matter what — we’re 
always embracing the light! 
We commemorated the arrival 
of autumn by planting garlic 
at our outdoor sites, and we’re 
so grateful for all of the vol-
unteers who got their hands 
dirty with us to help! Like the 
mighty garlic, we’re excited to 
put our energy into our roots 
and embrace this time of rest 
so that we may sprout an even 
stronger harvest in the spring.

SALESIANS
ANNUAL PASTA NIGHT

Once again, it was a great 
gathering at the Salesian Boys 
& Girls Club annual Pasta 
Night fundraising dinner and 
over time I have gotten to know  
many of the parents who are 
so thankful for this place and 
everything that happens here 
for so many families and young 
people.

(L-R): Gabriel Kellogg with his 
Mom Kethia Beausejour and 
Ashley Vital

Director Ken Burns

Every Sunday after Mass the 
Burger King crew meets at 
the now-newly renovated BK 
Burger up the Heights. This 
past Sunday, Anthony La 
Mattina arrived late and all 
the tall stools were taken and 
he was forced to use a shorter 
chair. I am sure he’ll be earlier 
this upcoming weekend.

Heather O’Brien and Sal G., 
meeting up at the Salesian 
Boys & Girls Club helping 
deliver those Thanksgiving 
turkey dinners to members 
of the community

Eastie Farm

Taste of Eastie event this past 
summer over at the Tall Ship 
back in mid-summer when 
temps were much nicer than 
right now. Shown in photo are 
John Powers III, Suffolk clerk 
of court civil and Boston City 
Councilor Erin Murphy



PAGE 9 POST-GAZETTE, DECEMBER 5, 2025

— FOR YOU WHO APPRECIATE THE FINEST —

THE

Johnny Christy
Orchestra

MUSIC FOR ALL
OCCASIONS 781-648-5678

In Italian American homes, the Christmas cookie season begins 
long before the holiday arrives. As soon as December peeks in, 
the kitchen comes alive — Nonna, Mama, and the Zias gathering 
to recreate the beloved family recipes that have traveled through 
generations. Flour dusts every surface, sugar sparkles across the 
counter, and the unmistakable fragrances of anise, almond, and 
citrus drift through the house, evoking memories of Christmases 
gone by and reminding us the holiday is near.

Batch after batch is baked to golden perfection, each cookie 
crafted with such care that it seems to carry a story of its  
own. Trays are assembled with pride, every open space tucked 
with Gianduja cubes or wrapped Italian chocolates, before  
being wrapped in shining cellophane and finished with a festive 
bow.

In my home, these trays held an assortment of Italian cookies, 
each one more irresistible than the last. As we make our way 
toward Natale, I’ll be sharing some of my family’s favorite recipes, 
beginning with these Exquisite Sicilian Biscuits; honoring our 
heritage and keeping the traditions they brought with them alive, 
inspired by the memories of those who once filled our holiday 
table with love.

EXQUISITE SICILIAN BISCUITS
Squisiti Biscotti Siciliani

160 g granulated sugar (¾ cup)
125 g shortening (½ cup)
3 extra-large eggs (or 4 regular-sized eggs)
500 g all-purpose flour (4 cups)
1 bustina Lievito Pane degli Angeli (or 2 ¼ tsp baking powder  

+ 1 tsp pure vanilla extract)
1 large organic lemon, juice and zest
Sanding sugar for sprinkling

Preheat the oven to 350°F (175°C). Line a baking sheet with 
parchment paper and set it aside.

In a large mixing bowl, beat together the sugar and shortening 
until creamy and well combined. Add the lemon zest and juice and 
the eggs, one at a time, mixing them into the sugar and shortening 
mixture until smooth.

Sift the flour along with the Lievito Pane degli Angeli (or the 
baking powder and vanilla extract) into the wet mixture. Mix the 
ingredients until a smooth dough forms. Let the dough rest for 
about 15 minutes.

Using a large pastry bag with a star-shaped tip, fill the bag with 
the dough a little at a time.

On the prepared baking sheet, pipe out 6-to-7-inch logs of 
dough and shape each one into an “S” shape. Sprinkle the tops 
with sanding sugar and bake for 15 to 20 minutes, or until the 
cookies turn a golden color.

Remove from the oven and allow them to cool. Store in cookie 
tins, between wax paper.

Marianna Bisignano is a psychologist for the Boston Public  
Schools and can be reached at bisignanomarianna@gmail.com

by

Marianna

Bisignano

The Post-Gazette
accepts memorials throughout the year. 

Please call
617-227-8929

Remember Your
Loved Ones

We spent Thanksgiving and 
the holiday weekend at son 
Michael’s place in New York 
and are now back in Boston. 
Knowing my wife, during the 
next few weeks, she will be pre-
paring for Christmas, and that 
means shopping for Michael’s 
sons, Dante (3) and Daniel 
(going on 2). Most people my age 
have grandchildren in college. I 
have grandchildren in diapers. 
(That’s what I get for staying 
single until I was almost 40.)

Back in the day, the Christmas 
season started on the Monday 
after Thanksgiving, for musi-
cians and entertainers. Most 
downtown businesses would 
throw holiday parties for their 
employees and live entertain-
ment was often necessary. For 
many years, Dad was part of 
a trio that played at Santa’s 
Village, a Christmas theme put 
on annually at Jordan Marsh. 
Prior to the village coming into 
existence, he, Uncles Paul and 
Nick, and hundreds more musi-
cians played the holiday parties. 
DJs were a thing of the future, 
so live music was the only way 
to go. I became a professional 
musician at the tail end of that 
era, and the money I made 
during Christmas season and 
for New Year’s Eve helped with 
tuition costs as I was in college 
during those years.

When I was a child (before 
Santa’s Village came about), 
Dad would hire someone to 
chauffer him from job to job as 
parking in Boston was difficult 
even back then. He might fin-
ish one party and have a half 
hour or less to get to the next 
one. The chauffer could take 
him from one place to another 
eliminating the hunt for a 
parking space … it worked. I 
would see little of my father or 
Godfather (Uncle Nick) during 
the Christmas season. There 
was too much money to be 
made, and things would quiet 
down right after New Year’s if 
you weren’t working steady at 
a nightclub or dance hall. (Dad 
was lucky in that he had a 
day job with the Boston Public 
Schools, so money wasn’t an 
issue.) I observed all of this 
in the ’40s, and became part 
of it in the late ’50s, and by 
the early ’60s, I was teaching 
in Boston by day and playing 
music at night. Observing all of 
this in silent contentment was 
Babbononno. When his kids 
were growing up (Mom and my 
uncles), he did the same thing 
… work by day and play music 
by night.

When I  was  young,  a t 
Christmastime, I had only 
one thing in mind, to visit 
with Santa Claus at Jordan 
Marsh. Filenes and several 

other downtown stores had a 
Santa during each December, 
but to us kids who were in the 
know, there was only one true 
Santa, and he was at the toy 
department at Jordan Marsh. 
Mom would team up with her 
close friend and landlady, Grace 
Manfredonia, who brought 
along her three kids. We would 
count the days anticipating the 
visit to Santa and Jordan’s toy 
department. After examining 
displays of all kinds of toys 
for boys, I would prepare my 
speech to be delivered to Santa. 
Early on, my wish was for addi-
tions to my electric trains. I had 
a rather sophisticated setup of 
Lionel trains, and one year, I 
asked Santa for a transformer 
that could operate 4 trains at 
the same time. I also asked for 
parts for my Erector set, model 
planes from WWII, a microscope 
and a chemistry set.

After the visit, Grace and 
her three kids, and mom and 
I would head for Jordan’s bak-
ery where we would feast on 
their famous blueberry muf-
fins. On the way home, John 
Manfredonia (who was exactly 
my age) and I would discuss 
what we wanted for Christmas 
and what we asked Santa for. 
Until we were in high school, 
John and I would celebrate our 
birthdays together with one 
communal party. He attended 
East Boston High School and I, 
English High and so, we headed 
in different directions from that 
point on. After high school, he 
joined the Army and I went off 
to college. After his discharge, 
he married and I stayed single. 
(Rule of thumb: married men 
should not hang around with 
their single friends). We went 
our separate ways.

Getting back to when we 
visited Santa and I asked for a 
new train transformer, model 
planes and all those other gifts 
… that night at the dinner table, 
Dad asked about the visit with 
Santa. I gave him the long ver-
sion of our day, including what 
I asked Santa for. At some point 
in time, he, with or without 
Uncle Nick, bought the 4-train 
transformer, a B-29 bomber, a 
P41 Mustang fighter plane, and 
the additions to my Erector Set. 
Uncle Nick was tasked to bring 
all the gifts home with him once 
they were purchased. At this 
point in time, he was recently 
divorced and living back with 
Nanna and Babbononno. So, 
Nanna hid my presents until a 
future point in time when they 
would be delivered to my folks 
and placed under the Christmas 
tree.

A few days before Christmas, 
the Trinity House (the settle-
ment house I belonged to) had 

a Christmas party for the kids 
involved in their programs. 
Music was so plentiful, the 
only male adult in the family 
who was free to attend was 
Babbononno. Mom and Nanna 
were too busy getting ready for 
Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day, so it was Babbononno 
and me. 

On Christmas morning, I 
was up early and headed into 
the living room. My trains were 
set up around the tree, but the 
new transformer was nowhere 
in sight. Neither were any of the 
other things I asked for. There 
was a box with stuff from Uncle 
Nick’s first wife, my Godmother, 
Aunt Ada. In the box was a 
toothbrush, tooth paste, hand-
kerchiefs and several pairs of 
sox … yek. I noticed that the 
chocolate chip cookies and the 
glass of wine I left for Santa 
were gone, so I knew he had 
been there, but I was confused 
and disappointed. 

Just then, the phone rang. 
It was Babbononno. When I 
answered and said hello, he 
yelled back, “Jenny, Sanda 
Clauza, heeza make da mistake. 
He leeve you stuff ata my houza, 
so you comma getta dem.” Dad 
drove me the few blocks to 
where Nanna and Babbononno 
lived and I picked up the trans-
former, the model planes and 
the Erector Set parts. I was in 
heaven. What I didn’t know was 
that Uncle Nick picked up the 
toys I asked for and both he and 
Dad were so busy with music, 
no one had time to get them 
from Nanna and Babbononno’s 
to our place.

That’s the way it was back 
then, and I loved every minute 
of it so much, I can remember 
the details as if they occurred 
yesterday. Today, things aren’t 
much different. Son Michael 
and his wife Kathy have two 
sons, grandchildren Dante and 
Daniel. As a result, my living 
room looks like Toys R Us or 
F.A.O. Swartz exploded and 
left everything behind. I was 
spoiled growing up, my kids 
were spoiled growing up and my 
grandsons are spoiled growing 
up … what a way to go!

GOD BLESS AMERICA

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 12/05/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C1152CA

In the Matter of 
VICTOR RODRIGUEZ RIVERA

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult  
has been filed by Victor Rodriguez Rivera  
of Lowell, MA requesting that the court enter  
a Decree changing their name to: Victor  
Manuel Rodriguez.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of December 29, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: December 01, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
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The Fascinating Monastaries
of Lori Province

THOUGHTS by DAN
About This & That

with Daniel A. DiCenso 

Yerevan is a wonderful home 
base before an excursion into 
the ancient world. In Northern 
Ave, the city’s pulse, one can 
find boba cafes, grocery stores, 
artists and bookshops. The 
night before setting off to 
Haghpat Monastery, a religious 
complex completed no later 
than the 13th century, I found 
a churro stand tucked away 
in one of Yerevan’s alleyways 
painted with a colorful mural 
depicting a row of houses on 
one side and a memorial to the 
victims of the Armenian parlia-
ment massacre of 1999, a case 
which I remember distinctly 
making news waves in the 
States that year, on the other. 

Likewise, Haghpat today is a 
relatively well populated area 
and continues to draw visitors 
each year. Ironically, however, 
the site was originally chosen 
for its inaccessibility as a mea-
sure to ward off invaders. The 
monastery sits atop a hillside 
partially hidden from view but 
with a beautiful view of the 
Debed River. Such was the 
vision of Queen Khosrovanuysh 
who envisioned the monastery 
as something of an impregnable 
fort when she designed the 
complex in 976. By and large 
her design proved successful 
and throughout the centuries 
Haghpat Monastery has become 
more a storage for the spoils 
of war than a target itself. 
Visiting its large scriptorium 
one can see wide holes dug into 
the earth, later filled with jars 
holding the battle loots, par-
ticularly those taken after the 
Siege of Mayyafariqin of 1260. 
The lead up to the siege came 
two years earlier when Prosh 
Khaghbakian and his cousins 
united a force of Georgian and 

Interior of Akhtala Monastery

Zarni Parni Cave

Sanahin Monastery, the 
intellectual hub of ancient 
Armenia

The underground storage in 
Haghpat Monastery where the 
loots of war are stored.

Haghpat Monastery

Akhtala

Akhtala Monastery Fortress

Armenian fighters to assist a 
small invading Mongol army 
against the forces of Al-Kamil 
Muhammad who ruled the 
Turkish city. Christians were 
spared but thousands of 
Muslims were massacred. The 
battle concluded with the killing 
of Al-Kamil Muhammad in April 
of 1260 and the Christian arti-
facts carried back to Armenia, 
many of which are housed in 
the Haghpat Monastery to this 
day. 

If Haghpat Monastery has 
been threatened in any sub-
stantial way over the years 
it has been by nature rather 
than man. But the complex 
has survived at least two major 
earthquakes, the latest being 
in 1988, and remains almost 
entirely intact. 

Nature’s influ-
ence dominates 
my next stop, 
the Zarni Parni 
Cave Castle near 
the Areni  v i l -
lage by the Arpa 
River. Its history 
dates back to the 
Bronze Age, but 
it  has become 
the site of many 
archeological dis-

coveries ranging from the oldest 
specimen of a human brain to 
evidence of an ancient winery. 

Nature and military calcu-
lations combined at my next 
stop, the 10th century Akhtala 
Monastery. This stunning com-
plex was strategically built 
amidst rocky canyons protec-
tions by Kiurike I. Once more 
in Armenia’s turbulent history, 
careful design (there is only one 
entrance to the fortress) has 
protected the monastery and it 
has long been regarded a token 
of national pride. Ingenuity, 
however, was greatly aided by 
nature and besides providing a 
natural shield, the surrounding 
copper deposits of the area gave 
the fortress its original name 
of Pghndzahank. Within this 

one-with-nature architecture 
are some of the most impres-
sive religious murals I saw in 
Armenia, painted centuries 
later. 

My final stop on the Lori 
Province represents a signifi-
cant cultural advancement 
in Armenian history. When 
construction on the Sanahin 
Monastery was begun in 966 
by King Ashot the III and Queen 
Khosrovanuysh (the earliest 
structures built being the 
churches of St. Astvatsatsin 
and St. Amenaprkich), their son 
Kiurike I, who sealed his legacy 
with the Akhtala Monastery, 
used the structure to create a 
center of intellectual growth 
unlike anything seen in Armenia 
up to that time, building a 
school and a congregation for 
priests and students to confer. 
The spirit of Kiurike I’s founda-
tion would be expanded on by 

Dioscoros Sanahnetsi who in 
the 11th century built a library 
and the chapel of St. Gregory. 
During this time, Sanahin 
Monastery became one of the 
most important educational 
centers of the region attracting 
intellects interested in subjects 
ranging from music to medicine 
and would become the birth-
place of numerous manuscripts 
and orations foundational to the 
development of the region. This 
marked a significant turning 
point in the recognition of mon-
asteries as a place of education 
beyond military strategy. 

Perhaps because of this, the 
monastery found itself more 
vulnerable to destruction dur-
ing the Seljuk invasion of the 
late 11th century. However, by 
the end of the 12th century, 
when peace returned to the val-
ley, the monastery once again 
began to draw the attention 
of scholars and over the next 
fifty years would be restored to 
its former glory. What Kiurike 
I never truly died. Sanahin 
Monastery continues to pull 
in the curious in droves each 
year, inspiring both awe and 
understanding.

William J. Ryan and Joseph F. 
Brennan all who served in the 
infantry during WWII and were 
killed in France.

Beverly Donahue, the daugh-
ter of John Noonan, received his 
medal. Bernie Ryan, the brother 
of William Ryan, received his 
medal and the nephew of 
Joseph Brennan received his 
medal.

Panera Bread
Rebranding its Lettuce

Panera Bread is readying a 
multi-million dollar turnover 
strategy, and its chief executive 
officer wants less iceberg lettuce 
in the mix. The St. Louis -based 
chain will again be featuring 
romaine lettuce after Panera 
last year swapped in lower-cost 

iceberg greens into its mix. As 
the company CEO said, “No one 
likes iceberg.”
Cat Returns After 10 Years
A NY family has been reunited 

with their cat 10 years after it 
slipped out of its home then 
disappearing into thin air. An 
animal shelter in New Jersey 
said someone found a stray cat 
and brought it to their shel-
ter. The shelter scanned for a 
microchip which identified the 
cat named Asa belonging to an 
upstate NY resident at the time 
Asa went missing.

The shelter said this happy 
ending was made possible 
because the chip remained 
properly registered and linked 
to an active phone number.

• News Briefs (Continued from Page 1)

as hard as I possibly can to 
stop the actions of a Federal 
Government that seems intent 
on attacking its own people. 
From my point of view, flattery 
is not the way to go. Boston  
residents want us to stand 
strong on our values and to get 
things done and keep moving 
forward, and that’s what we’re 
going to continue to do,” she 
stated. 

While Trump and Mamdani 
had traded insults and name 
calling throughout the mayoral 
election, at the recent sit down 

between the two, both men 
spoke of their shared goals 
in making New York City as 
strong and safe as possible. 
Wu was clear that she would 
only meet with the President 
at the White House if he met 
a list of demands, including 
“If the invitation came with a 
promise to stop snatching resi-
dents illegally off their streets, 
stop prosecuting his political 
enemies, stop cutting life-saving 
research and funding. Sure I 
would be open to a conversation 
at that point.”

• Wu Not in Step (Continued from Page 1)

The ceremony was held at cen-
ter court on February 4, 1993 
and featured the retirement of 
Bird’s jersey (number 33) and an 
appearance by Magic Johnson. 
Once bitter rivals, the two had 
become friends while shooting 
a television commercial several 
years earlier. During the cer-
emony Johnson described Bird 
as a “friend forever.”

Later Bird served as head 
coach of the Indiana Pacers 
for three years, being named 
Coach of the Year (1997-1998) 
and making it to the 2000 
NBA Finals where Indiana was 
defeated by Chicago and Michael 

Jordan. He later became the 
president of basketball opera-
tions for the Pacers and was 
named Executive of the Year for 
the 2011-2012 season. As of this 
year Bird is still affiliated with 
the Pacers as a consultant.

It has been 33 years since 
Larry Bird retired from the 
Celtics. Yet at every home game 
you will see fans wearing his 
number 33 jersey.

These are often younger fans 
who were not yet born when Bird 
graced the Garden. It is a true 
legacy to one who still means 
so much to the Celtics and the 
entire Boston sports scene.

• Hoops and Hockey in the Hub (Continued from Page 12)
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EXTRA Innings
by Sal Giarratani

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit 
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after December 15, 2025 
by public or private sale to satisfy a 
lien for towing, storage, and all other 
fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 11/21, 11/28, 12/05/2025

1999 JEEP WRANGLER 
Vin #1J4FY19S1XP437031

2010 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #1HGCP2F38AA089870

2021 YONGFU YN50QT 
Vin #LL0TCAPH9MY102402
2007 HONDA RIDGELINE 
Vin #2HJYK16457H533606

2008 FORD ESCAPE 
Vin #1FMCU93118KA51822

2015 JIAJUE JJ50QT-13 
Vin #LLPVGBAG2F1G00007

2020 TAOTAO PONY 
Vin #L9NTCBAE0L1005953

2000 TOYOTA CAMRY 
Vin #4T1BG22K9YU933684

2013 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #1HGCR2F34DA230478

1999 FORD F350 
Vin #1FDWF36S6XEE60355

2013 FORD ECONOLINE 
Vin #1FTNS2EW6DDA35648

1999 FORD F350 
Vin #1FDWF36S0XEE32146

2008 HONDA ODYSSEY 
Vin #5FNRL38468B092185

2013 FORD ESCAPE 
Vin #1FMCU9J96DUB19801

2016 DODGE JOURNEY 
Vin #3C4PDCBB1GT246734

2011 BMW 550i 
Vin #WBAFU9C54BC785034

2005 VOLVO XC70 
Vin #YV1SZ592151202700

2008 KIA RONDO 
Vin #KNAFG526587191287

2014 NISSAN PATHFINDER 
Vin #5N1AR2MM4EC616627

2008 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #1HGCP36868A028917

2017 ZERO MOTORCYCLES FX 
Vin #538XXBZ49HCJ07416

2010 AUDI Q5 
Vin #WA1LKAFP0AA041669

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run dates:  11/28, 12/05, 12/12/2025

NOTICE OF SALE
Not ice is  hereby given by Stephens 
Automotive Transport, 60 Union Street, 
Medford, MA 02155, pursuant to the provisions 
of G.L.c.255 39A, that on December 13, 2025 
at 10AM, at said address, the following motor 
vehicle(s) will be sold, in as is condition, no 
keys, at public sale to satisfy our garage 
keeper’s lien thereon for towing, storage, and 
expenses of notice and sale:

2016 FORD FOCUS, WHITE  
1FADP3F28GL306742

2015 CHEVROLET SILVERADO, 
WHITE 

1GCNCPEH2FZ362307
2005 BMW 745i, GRAY 
WBAGL63555DP75505

2007 CHEVROLET IMPALA, 
SILVER 

2G1WT58K279352042
2010 SUBARU FORESTER, BLUE 

JF2SH6CC2AH752765
2015 HONDA NC700X, BLACK 

JH2RC6304FK100023
2006 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE, 

BEIGE 
1J4GR48K96C243468

2010 FORD FOCUS, BLUE  
1FAHP3HN1AW245698

2007 NISSAN XTERRA, BLUE 
5N1AN08U07C512097

2017 RAM 1500, SILVER 
3C6RR7LT4HG622689

2004 MERCEDES-BENZ E-CLASS, 
BLACK 

WDBUF70J14A432774
2013 FORD EXPLORER, BLACK 

1FM5K8D83DGB42026
2008 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN, 

WHITE  
1D8HN44H88B124871

2006 SUZUKI GSX-R600, SILVER 
JS1GN7DA962111620

2024 KEPLER BIKE, BLACK 
IRYT52200165V12

2024 ZHILONG ST, BLACK 
HZ2TBCNF7R1009454

2012 YAMAHA ZUMA, WHITE 
RKRSA43AXCA112491

2024 ZHILONG ST, BLACK 
HZ2TBCNF4R1009573

2014 TAOTAO MOPED, RED 
L9N7EACB3E1170490

 
 

			 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P4865GD

NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment of

Guardian of a Minor  
In the interests of
CESAR E. MUNOZ

of Framingham, MA
Minor

NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

LEGAL NOTICE 

1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a Petition 
	 for Appointment of Guardian of a Minor filed
	 on 09/02/2025 by 
	 Cesar E. Munoz of Framingham, MA
	 will be held 02/05/2026 9:00 AM 
	 Guardianship of Minor Hearing
 	 Located 370 Jackson Street
		  Lowell, MA 01852
		  5th Floor Courtroom 10
2. Response to Petition: You may respond 
	 by filing a written response to the Petition 
	 or by appearing in person at the hearing. 
	 If you choose to file a written response, you  
	 need to:
		  File the original with the Court; and
	  	 Mail a copy to all interested parties at least  
		  five (5) business days before the hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor (or an 
	 adult on behalf of the minor) has the right  
	 to request that counsel be appointed for the 
	 minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a parent  
	 of the minor child who is the subject of this  
	 proceeding you have a right to be represented  
	 by an attorney. If you want an attorney and 
	 cannot afford to pay for one and if you give 
	 proof that you are indigent, an attorney will be 
	 assigned to you. Your request for an attorney 
	 should be made immediately by filling out the 
	 Application of Appointment of Counsel form. 
	 Submit the application form in person or by 
	 mail at the court location where your case is 
	 going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing: A minor 
	 over age 14 has the right to be present at any 
	 hearing, unless the Court finds that it is not  
	 in the minor’s best interests.

Date: November 12, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Run date: 12/05/2025

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit 
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after December 22, 2025 
by public or private sale to satisfy a 
lien for towing, storage, and all other 
fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 11/28, 12/05, 12/12/2025

2012 FIAT 500 
Vin #3C3CFFAR6CT101972
2012 CHEVROLET MALIBU 
Vin #1G1ZC5E00CF308493

2003 ACURA MDX 
Vin #2HNYD18943H540316
2008 CHEVROLET MALIBU 
Vin #1G1ZF57598F258801

2017 CHEVROLET MALIBU 
Vin #1G1ZB5ST6HF104905
2023 JIAJUE JJ150T-16A 

Vin #LLPTGKBF6P1090269
2004 MERCURY MONTEREY 
Vin #2MRDA20204BJ05571
2008 HYUNDAI SONATA 

Vin #5NPEU46F78H386976
2007 TOYOTA RAV4 

Vin #JTMBD33V675122865
2008 MERCURY MARINER 
Vin #4M2CU97168KJ12929

2012 MAZDA MAZDA3 
Vin #JM1BL1V70C1629235

Run date: 12/05/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P6161EA

Estate of
EVELYN L. STARBLE

Date of Death: September 27, 2022
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Limited Formal 

Testacy and /or Appointment has been filed 
by Eric C. Starble of Woburn, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Eric C. Starble 
of Woburn, MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 12/23/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: November 25, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit 
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after December 29, 2025 
by public or private sale to satisfy a 
lien for towing, storage, and all other 
fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 12/05, 12/12, 12/19/2025

2013 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
Vin #1C4RJFAGXDC633239

2007 FORD FOCUS 
Vin #1FAHP37N17W260938
2007 HARLEY DAVIDSON 

SPORTSTER 1200 
Vin #1HD1CT3107K415009
2012 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 

Vin #5NPDH4AE2CH123835

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Suffolk Probate and Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

617-788-8300
Docket No. SU25D1330DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS BY

PUBLICATION AND MAILING
LUIS F. MORENO

vs.
SANDRA I. MORA

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run date: 12/05/2025

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for Divorce 

requesting that the Court grant a divorce for  
irretrievable breakdown

The Complaint is on file at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining Order has been 

entered in this matter preventing you from  
taking any action which would negatively impact 
the current financial status of either party. SEE 
Supplemental Probate Court Rule 411. 

You are hereby summoned and required 
to serve upon Michael A. Lambert, Esq., 
Lambert Legal, One Shipyard Way, Suite 
1190, Medford, MA 02155 your answer, if 
any, on or before January 15, 2026. If you fail 
to do so, the court will proceed to the hearing 
and adjudication of this action. You are also 
required to file a copy of your answer, if any, in 
the office of the Register of this Court.

Witness,  HON. JANINE D. RIVERS, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: November 24, 2025

Stephanie L. Everett, Esq., Register of Probate

Run date: 12/05/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P6158EA

Estate of
ANTONIETTA BRANCATO

Date of Death: November 19, 2024
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 

Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Salvatore Brancato of 
Burlington, MA and Mario Brancato of 
Westford, MA requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Salvatore 
Brancato of Burlington, MA and Mario 
Brancato of Westford, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 12/30/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: December 02, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Gray Matter: Was This a 
Smart Move by Sox?

The Red Sox made their first 
big move of the offseason. The 
Red Sox announced they have 
acquired veteran right-hander 
Sonny Gray and cash consider-
ations from the Cardinals and 
the Sox will send Rich Fitts, 
minor league lefty Brandon 
Clarke and either a player to be 
named or cash to the Cards in 
exchange.

A 3-time All-Star, Gray has 
pitched 13 seasons in the 
majors and is coming off a sea-
son in which he posted a 4.28 
ERA with 201 strikeouts over 

180.2 innings. The 36-year-
old Gray has been among one 
of the most durable starting 
pitchers and has posted at least 
165 innings in three straight 
seasons.

Gray looks to be slotted into 
the top of the rotation behind 
Garrett Crochet and alongside 
Brayan Bello. Gray originally 
had a one year and $35 million 
plus a mutual option for 2027 
remaining on his three-year $75 
million deal he signed with St. 
Louis ahead of the 2024 season. 
Gray’s new contract is getting 
reworked into a one-year deal 
for $31 million with a $10 mil-
lion buyout which all means 
$41 million for 2026,

I Hope This Isn’t
the Wrong Deal

Catcher Connor Wong has 
agreed to a one-year deal for 
2026, avoiding salary arbitra-
tion. According to a major 
league source, Wong will make 
$1.375 million with a chance to 
make more based on reaching 
specific plate appearance. The 
29-year-old was limited to 188 
at-bats in 2025, with a broken 
pinky on his glove hand. He 
then lost his starting job and 
then was on the injured list.

Once he returned ,coming 
off a .280 batting average, he 
struggled. He hit .190 with no 
homers in 63 games and moved 
to part-time duties behind 
Carlos Narvaez. While strug-
gling as a hitter, his defensive 
skills greatly improved. Mostly 
his offensive struggles in 2025 
were due to his injuries. The 

Red Sox must see something 
in him because they’re keeping 
him with a sizable raise from his 
2025 $790,000 salary. Are the 
Sox right or Wong? We shall see.

Happy Birthday to
“The Hit Man”

Happy 75th Birthday to Mike 
Easler who spent two sea-
sons (1984-1985) and then two 
more years (1993-1994),leav-
ing a mark both times. He was 
acquired from the Pirates for 
Peabody’s John Tudor and 
posted a monster 1984 season, 
hitting .313 with 27 homers. As 
a hitting coach, he had a great 
impact on Mo Vaughn and was 
his mentor as a hitter. Easler 
now works with his protege at 
the Vaughn Sports Academy in 
Florida.

Sonny Gray Mike Easler

Mo Vaughn
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HOOPS and HOCKEY in the HUB

HARRY GREB
In Action

Boxing        Ringside
WITH BOBBY FRANKLINWITH BOBBY FRANKLIN  

You’d be hard pressed 
to find a boxing historian 
who doesn’t rate Harry 
Greb as one of the great-
est middleweight cham-
pions who ever lived. A 
number of experts con-
sider him the best which 
is saying something when 
you consider the com-
petition consists of men 
that include Sugar Ray 
Robinson, Marcel Cerdan, 
Marvin Hagler, Stanley 
Ketchell, Freddie Steele, 
and Carlos Monson 
among many others.

Some argue against 
rating Greb so high 
because no footage of his 

fights exist. They say that since he can’t be seen 
in action it is impossible to make a judgement as 
to how he would have fared against the other top 
middleweights in history. That argument really 
doesn’t hold up once you look at Greb’s record.

There is some brief footage of him sparring 
with Philadelphia Jack O’Brien that was taken in 
1925. This was near the end of his career. Harry 
would pass away in October of 1926. The film also 
shows him shadow boxing and playing handball. 
Many have not been impressed with what they 
see of him in these clips where his movements 
have been described as herky-jerky 

What has to be taken into consideration is the 
fact that Greb had a very unorthodox and unique 
style. I doubt any other fighter could have been 
successful trying to mimic it. It worked for Harry 
as he was a tireless perpetual motion machine 
who never tired.

While not a fearsome power puncher, he threw 
a huge number of shots at his opponents. He  

Harry Greb (Right) against Gene Tunney.

Greb demonstrating 
his windmill-style 
left hand punch.

Contemporary drawing showing what it was 
like to face Greb. Robert Edgren illustrates Greb’s style.

Greb landing on Mickey Walker.

Greb (Left) grabbing and punching Tiger 
Flowers

Greb Vs. Ted Moore. Again, Greb (on the Left) 
can be seen up on both toes moving swiftly 
while punching.

Greb up on both the toes of both feet as he 
begins to pounce on Tunney.

also knew how to clutch, grab, be very rough 
inside.

I have gathered some action shots of Harry 
Greb along with a drawing or two done by journal-
ists who saw him in action. I think if you study 
these photos, you will get a sense of what he 
looked like when the bell rang. Combine taking 
in these photos with the training footage that can 
be seen on YouTube and it all comes together. 
Harry Greb was one of a kind and he was a very 
great fighter.

AFTER SO MANY YEARS 
MEMORIES OF HIS CAREER 
ARE STILL SO FINE BUT TRUTH 
BE TOLD ON THE BIG BOARD 
OF LIFE LARRY BIRD REACHES 
NUMBER SIXTY NINE — Yes, it 
is hard to believe since no one 
would call him elderly but the 
Celtics superstar of the 1980s 
and early 1990s has reached 
that demarcation along life’s 
journey, a far cry from the era 
when he owned all those 94 feet 
in length that comprised the 
original parquet floor at Boston 
Garden.

He played with everything he 
had as he dove for balls, made 
amazing passes to teammates 
and drilled even more memo-
rable shots. And just when you 
thought you had seen it all, he 
would perform another act of 
basketball magic on the court 
that left many shaking their 
heads in amazement.

People were always somewhat 
taken aback by his natural man-
ner inculcated by his growing 
up in a rather simple, no-frills 
environment in a rather rural 
area in Indiana, a location he 
chose to return for many sum-
mers during his playing career.

There was nothing fancy about 
Bird–even when it came to his 
given name. His name really was 
Larry Joe Bird, not Lawrence 
Joseph Bird as many might 
expect–and its simplicity fit his 
personality to a T.

The future NBA megastar was 
born on December 7, 1956–a 
date many people of that era 
might recall for another event. 
It was the 15th anniversary of 
the Pearl Harbor attack that 
marked America’s entrance into 
World War II. 

But maybe there was a good 
omen in his childhood. Growing 
up he was one of six children 
(four brothers and a sister), 
making a good number for infor-
mal basketball practices.

As a teenager Bird was a high 
school star, averaging 31 points, 
21 rebounds and four assists per 
game as a senior. 

It was there he first wore a 
uniform with number 33, a trib-
ute to his brother Mark who had 
previously worn that number.

His stellar high school perfor-
mance led to a scholarship offer 
from Indiana University, a Big 
Ten school where Bob Knight 
was the head basketball coach.

For whatever reason, Bird 
lasted only one month on cam-
pus before returning home to 
take classes at a small local col-
lege. The next year he enrolled at 
Indiana State University where 
he remained for three years and 
graduated.

One of the biggest college 
basketball games in history 
capped the collegiate careers of 
two future NBA stars as Bird led 
the undefeated 33-0 Sycamores 
against Michigan State and 
Magic Johnson in the 1979 
NCAA National Championship 
game.

Despite losing the game to 
Michigan State 75-64, Bird was 
named the Naismith College 
Player of the Year and entered 
the NBA having averaged just 
over 30 points and 13 rebounds 
a game over the course of his 
college career.

Fast forward across the 
summer of 1979 and you 
come to October 12 of that 

year–Columbus Day–with two 
debuts about to garner attention.

It was a doubleheader of sorts. 
Early in that season-open-
ing game against the Houston 
Rockets Celtics player (and later 
Celtics head coach) Chris Ford 
hit the first three-point shot in 
NBA history.

But that occurred in the first 
quarter and the proceedings had 
quite a ways to go. By the time 
the game had concluded Bird 
had finished with 14 points, 10 
rebounds and five assists in his 
NBA debut.

He played in all 82 regular 
games that season (1979-1980), 
averaging 21.3 points, 10.4 
rebounds and 4.5 assists per 
game as Boston finished first 
in the Eastern Conference. Bird 
was named Rookie of the Year 
for his efforts. The Celtics were 
stopped short, however, losing 
to Philadelphia in the Eastern 
Conference Finals.

The Green and White made 
up for their dismissal the very 
next year, however, selecting 
Kevin McHale in the draft and 
acquiring Robert Parish from the 
Golden State Warriors.

With the Big Three in place, 
the C’s eliminated Philadelphia 
in the 1981 Conference Finals 
and then defeated Houston in 
the NBA Finals.

Perhaps the apex of the Big 
Three era came during the 1985-
1986 season when the Celtics 
went an astounding 50-1 at 
home, losing only one regular 
season home game (to Portland 
on December 6, 1985) and then 
going 10-0 on the parquet dur-
ing the postseason playoff run 
that brought the Celtics their 
16th NBA title. 

That 1986 triumph in the 
Finals would be memorable in 
another way. Some 22 years 
would intervene before the 
Celtics would win their 17th 
NBA title–in 2008 against the 
arch-rival Los Angeles Lakers.

In the middle years of the 
decade Bird was named NBA 
Most Valuable Player three con-
secutive times (1984, 1985 and 
1986), with the Celtics winning 
the NBA title in two of those 
years (1984 and 1986).

And he could shoot from 
behind the arc. He was the NBA 
three-point scoring leader in 
both 1986 and 1987. Plus, when 
he went to the line for foul shots, 
he was extremely accurate. He 
was the league’s free throw per-
centage leader four times (1984, 
1986, 1987 and 1990).

Looming over some of the glory 
years from the 1980s was an 
incident that occurred back in 
Indiana during the summer of 
1985. By this time Bird was a 
multi-millionaire. Yet he insisted 
on personally building a new 
driveway for his mother’s place 
rather than hiring a professional 
company to do it. In the process, 
he threw out his back. It was 
the start of numerous medical 
issues involving his back. Those 
took their toll over time and Bird 
eventually retired on August 18, 
1992 after a 13-year career with 
the Celtics.

Bird’s retirement ceremony 
was so important that it was a 
separate event at the Garden, 
not a pregame or halftime 
ceremony.

(Continued on Page 10)


