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News Briefs
by Sal Giarratani

(Continued on Page 10)

BLT on a Glazed Donut?
A Times Square shop down in the Big Apple is the 

only place in NYC where you can blow your diet with 
a BLT on a donut. The NY BLT includes a slab of 
smoked bacon, an organic egg, lettuce and tomato 
which gets stacked in a glazed donut selling for $13. 
Fans are salivating on social media. One fan of this 
new sandwich went on social media stating that “egg 
donuts sounds crazy but also looks like I need it.”

Atlantic City Mayor
Might be a Shoo-In on Election Day 
but Then Goes to Court December 1
Atlantic City’s mayor is expected to cruise to reelec-

tion but will go on trial for allegedly abusing his teen-
age daughter next month, which could prevent him 
from taking office. If he wins as expected, he will go 
on trial December 1 before he takes office in January.
Bishop, Jesuits Say Hegseth Decision 
Over Wounded Knee Soldiers Wrong
A South Dakota bishop and a Jesuit community 

have countered a recent decision by Pete Hegseth to 
honor soldiers who massacred members of the Lakota 
tribe at Wounded Knee in the late 19th century.

Bishop Bullock and the Jesuits issued a statement, 
“If we deny our part in history, we deepen the harm. 
We cannot lie about the past without perpetuat-
ing injustice and moral blindness. Secretary of War 
Pete Hegseth has declared that the Medals of Honor 
awarded U.S. soldiers following the killing of 200-300 
Lakota Indians will be upheld.”

Both the bishop and Jesuits say recognizing these 
acts as honorable is to distort history itself. They 
stated it was no battle but instead a massacre citing 
historic evidence.

On Veterans Day, as we pause 
to thank those who have served, 
the image of the guard at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, 
in Arlington National Cemetery, 
stands as a sacred, solemn 
and timeless symbol of what it 
means to honor them, not just 
with words, but with enduring 
respect.

As we as a nation observe 
Veterans Day, the image of 
the Tomb Guard takes on even 
deeper meaning. Veteran’s 
Day is a time to honor all who 
have served, in every branch of 
service, in war, in peace, living 
or deceased. The Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier serves a s a 
reminder that the cost of free-
dom was borne by many, and 
some without even the recogni-
tion of a name.

For over a century, the white 
marble tomb has captured the 
attention and deep respect of 
millions of visitors each year, 
including myself on many occa-
sions. For some reason this 
year, what came to mind when 
reflecting on Veterans Day, was 
the image of the unwavering 
guard, with silent precision, 
who keeps watch, 24 hours a 

Standing Guard this Veterans Day
by Patti Sartori

day, seven days a week, in every 
kind of weather.

Each and every move a guard 
takes, from the click of their 
heels to the turn of their head, 
is deliberate and steeped in 
symbolism. The 21 steps each 
guard takes across the black 
mat during his walk-in front of 
the tomb alludes to the twenty-
one-gun salute, the highest 
military honor afforded to our 
nation’s fallen, as does the 21 
seconds he waits before his 
about face to begin his return 
walk. 

He carries his rifle on the 
shoulder away from the tomb 
and after his march across the 
path, he executes an about face 

and again moves the rifle to the 
outside shoulder. His gloves 
remain wet and moistened to 
prevent him from losing his grip 
on the rifle. Guards are changed 
every thirty minutes, twenty-
four hours a day, 365 days a 
year, regardless of weather. 
The tomb has been patrolled 
continuously, 24/7, since 1930.

So, this Veterans Day, as we 
thank all who have served in 
defense of our great nation, let’s 
not forget the significant role 
the sentinel at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier plays as he 
stands in silent guard and as a 
symbol of all who have served 
our country with honor and dis-
tinction over the past 250 years.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu 
was assured of victory in her 
re-election bid this past week. 
Given the fact she was running 
unopposed it was no surprise 
and fully expected. Wu will 
cruise into a second term along 
with the same slate of at-large 
councilors just down the hall 
from her mayoral suite. It looks 
like the only new face will be 
the District 7 Councilor-Elect 
Miniard Culpepper, a senior 
pastor of the Pleasant Hill 
Missionary Baptist Church, who 
will replace former Councilor 
Tania Fernandes Anderson.

As votes were still being 
counted by Boston election 
officials, Wu declared victory, 
not only for herself, but also 
for at-large Councilor Henry 
Santana, who was seen as the 
most vulnerable of the four 
incumbent at-large councilors. 
Wu carried Santana to victory 
over former District 3 Councilor 
Frank Baker after Santana was 
pegged as the most vulnerable 
following September’s primary 
election.

According to unofficial results 
Ruthzee Louijeune once again 
topped the ticket, followed by 
Julia Mejia in second place, 
Erin Murphy in third place and 
Santana rounding off the final 

STATUS QUO IN BOSTON CITY HALL
New Regime in Everett

at-large seat. Excluding District 
7, all other district councilors 
retained their seat, including, 
District 1 Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta Zapata, District 2 
Councilor Ed Flynn, District 
3 Councilor John Fitzgerald, 
District 4 Councilor Brian 
Worrell, District 5 Councilor 
Enrique Pepen, District 6 
Councilor Benjamin Weber, 
District 8 Councilor Sharon 
Durkan and District 9 Councilor 
Liz Breadon. Next on the agenda 
is the battle for Boston City 
Council President in January 
2026.

It may have been an unevent-
ful election in Boston, however in 
Everett it was earth shattering. 
At least for the long-time incum-
bent mayor, Carlos DeMaria, 
who was toppled by current 
Ward 5 City Councilor Robert 
Van Campen. DeMaria has 
served as mayor for the past 18 
years. He brought a casino into 
the city and is currently working 
on adding a professional soccer 
stadium as well. His tenure has 
not been without controversy, 
most recently facing scrutiny 
for taking $180,000 in longevity 
bonus payments and attempting 
to bury the trail in the city’s bud-
get. The Massachusetts State 
Inspector General determined 
DeMaria should not have taken 
the money and DeMaria has 
consistently denied any wrong 
doing.

“The people of Everett have 
decided to write a new chapter. 
When we began this campaign, 
we said this community was 
hungry for change. The type of 
change that improves everyone’s 
life in this community, not just 
a select few. Well change has 
arrived in Everett,” Van Campen 
said in his victory speech. In 
addition to serving on the city 
council, Van Campen is also a 
labor and municipal attorney.

(Photo courtesy of the
City of Boston Mayor’s Office)

Veterans Day
Tuesday, November 11th

11:30 AM WREATH CEREMONY
Paul Revere Mall - Prado, Hanover St., North End, Boston

12 NOON MASS 
St. Leonard Church, Hanover Street, North End, Boston
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Photo Submission Guidelines
Photos submitted for publication should have a 
minimum resolution of 150 dpi (or ppi), 
300 dpi for best results. Photos taken with 
camera phones are typically only 72 dpi and 
will be too grainy to print. If taking photos for 
a submission, please use a digital camera. If supplying existing 
photos, please submit a high-quality print for scanning.
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APHRODITE

Aphrodite is most popularly 
known as the Greek goddess 
of Love. According to ancient 
tales, she was the daughter of 
Zeus and the goddess Dione. 
Legends tell us that Aphrodite 
first appeared to the mortal 
world as a goddess who was 
born out of the ocean foam 
and first stepped ashore on 
the island of Cyprus during 
Phoenician times. Initially, she 
was worshipped as the god-
dess of love but in later years, 
her influence was extended  
to maritime traffic, tranquil 
seas, and prosperous voyages. 
Those mortals who were not 
seafaring people knew her as 
the goddess of spring, gardens, 
and groves.

Notwithstanding all of the 
above, in the world of mythol-
ogy Aphrodite showed her full 
power as the goddess of love 
and beauty. She was above 
all other goddesses in loveli-
ness, grace, magic charms, and 

captivating beauty; irresist-
ible to the wisest mortal and 
able to subdue any god. Even 
the legends surrounding the 
Trojan War place Aphrodite 
in the events that lead to the 
hostilities. Eris, the goddess of 
discord threw a golden apple 
among the assembled god-
desses. The apple was inscribed 
“For the fairest.” An ensuing 
quarrel between Aphrodite and 
the other goddesses was finally 
referred to Paris, a shepherd on 
Mt. Ida, whose judgment was 
to be final. Each of the contes-
tants offered gifts which were 
intended to influence Paris’ 
decision. One goddess offered a 
kingdom, while another offered 
intellectual superiority, etc. The 
prize was finally assigned to 
Aphrodite who promised Paris 
the fairest woman in the land 
for his wife. Due to Aphrodite’s 
delay in paying her debt, plus 
the coincidence of Paris’ voyage 
to Greece, advantage was taken 
of an opportunity to abduct the 
fair Helen, wife of Menelaus, 
a Spartan king. The Trojan 
War, as you know, was fought 
in order to secure the release 
of Helen and to return her to 
Menelaus.

Mythology places Aphrodite 
as the wife of Hephaestus, smith 
of the gods, but there are also 
stories of notorious escapades 
with other gods. One such esca-
pade with a member of Trojan 
royalty produced Aeneas, who 
later became known as the 
ancestor of the Roman race.

Aphrodite became a favorite 
subject with the ancient artists, 
but was represented in what-
ever mode suited their indi-
vidual interest at that particular 
time. Early works showed this 
goddess clothed or draped, 
while in later years, she was 
generally shown undraped, ris-
ing from the sea, or leaving her 
bath. Speaking of baths, excuse 
me while I try to find some soap.

NEXT ISSUE:
Venus, the Roman 

Counterpart to Aphrodite

Aphrodite Pudica (Roman 
copy of 2nd-century AD), 
National Archaeological 
Museum, Athens

Nostra
Stirpe by Prof. Edmund Turiello

A weekly column highlighting some
of the more interesting aspects of our
ancestry...our lineage...our roots.

A recent survey conducted 
by the Downtown Boston 
Neighborhood Association 
released their results last week 
at a summit attended by City 
of Boston representatives, 
Massachusetts State Officials, 
law enforcement, civic and 
non-profit organizations, faith 
leaders, business and trade 
associations. The event was a 
follow-up to an event held this 
past February, which high-
lighted the public safety issues 
in the downtown area. Results 
showed most people feel down-
town Boston has become a safer 
place compared to a year ago.

Downtown Boston Residents and 
Neighbors Feel Safer Over Past Year

The survey results showed 
over 33% of respondents feel 
unsafe in the downtown and 
Boston Common area com-
pared to the over 70% who were  
asked in November 2024. 
Despite a substantial decrease, 
92% of respondents say public 
safety remains an urgent issue 
for the downtown area, accord-
ing to the Boston Business 
Journal. 

During the summit, panel-
ists addressed issues such as 
drug use, petty crime, road 
safety, street and infrastructure 
appearance, and cleanliness. 
Even with drops in violent 

crimes, syringe related 311 calls 
and overdose deaths, audience 
members felt retail thefts and 
barriers to enter businesses 
remain unaddressed issues. 

Rishi Shukala, the asso-
ciation’s co-founder, said at 
the recent summit, “Boston is 
remarkably safe” in the way of 
violent crimes and homicides 
but needs to improve on quality-
of-life issues. “Let’s take stock 
of what’s worked. Let’s celebrate 
the good work of many folks 
who are in this room and on  
the stage, but let’s also figure 
out where we still need to be 
better.”

On Tuesday evening, October 
21,  the Order  Sons and 
Daughters of Italy in America 
Renaissance Lodge enjoyed an 
exciting cultural evening on 
Newbury Street in Boston. Dr. 
Dean Saluti and Margie Cahn 
hosted an intimate group at 
the newly-renovated American 
Ancestors genealogical research 
center and museum, touted as 
the best place in America to 
discover your Italian ancestry. 
The museum staff knew the 
attendees were representing 
Boston’s Italian community, 
for “October Italian Heritage 
Month,” and welcomed every-
one. Even our new American 
Pope “welcomed” them from his 

Renaissance Lodge, OSDIA
Hosts Cultural Event

at American Ancestors on Newbury Street
special genealogical exhibit that 
the museum staff had prepared!

Many of Boston’s Italian orga-
nizations have difficulty attract-
ing young people to events, but 
not the Renaissance Lodge. 
Entire families came together 
— grandparents, fathers and 
mothers, and their adult chil-
dren. The Centores, Chuck and 
Patt, brought their daughter, 
Erin, and her daughter, Tricia. 
Kathy Cammarata brought 
her daughter, Francesca, and 
Francesca’s two daughters.  
Dr. Saluti invited two of his 
former Suffolk University stu-
dents, Nico and Jake. Margie 
Cahn invited one of Dean’s 
former Salem State University 
students, Ayat. It was interest-
ing to watch these young profes-
sionals interact with each other 
and with Italians of all ages. 
They all had a wonderful time!  

 The evening began with a 
great Italian buffet. 

Dr. Saluti acted as the MC for 
the evening and invited Matthew 
Ezekiel, a State OSDIA officer 
and a friend to the Renaissance 
Lodge to greet the group, bring-
ing greetings from the State 
Sons and Daughters of Italy. 
Don Reagan, the museum’s VP 
of Marketing, welcomed every-
one to the event.

Guest Speaker 
Dr. Jessica Dello RussoDr. Dean Saluti and museum 

VP Don Reagan at the Pope 
exhibit Guest speaker, Dr. Jessica 

Dello Russo, provided an 
interesting presentation on 
Italian immigration to America.  
Dr. Dello Russo received her 
Ph.D. from the Vatican, and she 
is a fourth generation Italian 
from Boston’s North End. She 
has been a professor at Boston 
University and is now the  
executive director of the new 
North End Historical Museum, 
under construction on Prince 
Street, right next to the 130-year- 
old Post-Gazette newspaper. 
After her presentation, guests 
were given a VIP tour of the 
genealogical museum and its 
high-tech, state-of-the-art, 
interactive exhibits. We were 
all in awe! 

What a spectacular evening!

Boston City Councilor Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata (District 1) was honored to host 
the 52nd Anniversary of the Election Day 
Luncheon, this past Tuesday, November 4, 
2025, at Santarpio’s in East Boston. This  
long-standing East Boston tradition brings 
together elected officials past and present, as  

Councilor Coletta Zapata Was Pleased to Host
52nd Election Day Luncheon at Santarpio’s

(Pictured in Center) District 1 Boston City Councilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata and Boston 
Mayor Michelle Wu, with various local, state and federal elected officials during the annual 
Election Day Luncheon, held this week at Santarpio’s in East Boston

well as candidates, to put aside political  
differences and share a meal. The annual  
lunch, begun by former State Senator Michael 
LoPresti, has been carried on by the State Senator 
and District Councilor every other year to cel-
ebrate community and camaraderie in public 
service.
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A Heartfelt Thank You
from Toni Gilardi

I would like to extend my deepest gratitude 
to everyone who participated in and contrib-
uted to our annual St. Leonard’s Church Peace 
Garden Fundraiser. This year’s event was truly 
extraordinary!

A special thank-you to Michael Bonetti for not 
only curating a magnificent marble Nativity set 
imported from Italy — but also for his help with 
the auction props and overall organization of the 
event. This exquisite Nativity, a true work of art, 
will soon find its home in the Peace Garden as a 
lasting symbol of faith and unity.

Our heartfelt thanks go to Frank DePasquale, 
Chef Nello, and the entire team at Umbria 
Restaurant, who generously hosted us on the top 
floor, providing an unforgettable evening filled 
with delicious food, desserts, and an open bar.

We are also deeply grateful to our gener-
ous community supporters: V. Cirace & Sons, 
Carmelina’s, Salumeria Italiana, Firicano Barber 
Shop, Boston Barber & Tattoo, Artu, The Golden 
Goose and Josh Kraft, who donated two club-level 
tickets to a Patriots game. Your contributions 
truly elevated the evening! A huge applause to 
NP Landscapers for their meticulous care of our 
beloved garden.

A big congratulations to all our successful bid-
ders — your enthusiasm and generosity helped 
make this our most successful fundraiser to date, 
with record-breaking donations and attendance!

Special thanks as well to our wonderful vol-
unteers — Olivia, Doreen, Norma, Alba, Milica 
and to Father Michael, our gracious Master of 
Ceremonies, for leading us with heart and humor.

This event is a shining example of what makes 
our North End community so special — our faith, 

our love for St. Leonard’s Church, and our com-
mitment to one another.

Please join us for the dedication of the new 
Nativity set on December 6th at 6:00 PM in the 
Peace Garden.

(L to R): Pastor of St.Leonard Church Father 
Michael Della Penna, Toni Gilardi, Frank 
DePasquale of DePasquale Ventures, and 
Michael Bonetti

With love and peace this holiday season,
Toni Gilardi

The Gilardi Group, Gibson Sotheby’s International Realty

The Bradley Elementary 
School in East Boston cel-
ebrated Italian Heritage Month 
on Monday, October 27, 2025. 
Thank you to the parents and 
grandparents of students who 
sponsored and organized the 
event, Bridget Heigelmann, Lisa 
Capogreco - Cappuccio, Debra 
Cave, Keeley Fanuele, Jennifer 
Polsonetti, Barbie Puopolo, with 
assistance from Family Liaison 
Sam Pichette and Art teacher 
Ms. Teresa Danker. Special 
thanks to Beverly Richards 
Dance studios for traditional 
dance with the students.

Bradley Elementary School
Italian Heritage Month Celebration

Eric Gibson

Italian Heritage Event 
at Bradley

Debra Cave and her 
grandson Matteo Madaro

(L-R): Bridget Heigelmann, Debra Cave, Barbie Puopolo, Keeley 
Fanuele, Lisa Capogreco - Cappuccio, and Jennifer Polsonetti

Amanda Roman from Beverly 
Richards Dance Studio Eliot Droll

In Memory of
Benjamin “Benny”

Fuccillo
12th Anniversary

November 13, 1936 – November 26, 2013

Gone are the days 
we used to share
But in our hearts, 

you are always there.
The gates of memory 

will never close
We miss you more 

than anyone knows.
With tender love and deep regret

We who love you will never forget.

from
Your Family

In Our Hearts Forever

On October 21, 2025 “Ginny” 
Virginia Papa Gardner of 
Northborough, Massachusetts  
was unanimously elected  
President of the Pirandello 
Lyceum. Papa Gardner is the 
first woman elected to lead this 
prestigious Italian-American 
organization. 

The granddaughter of Italian 
immigrants from Sicily, she 
was raised in Newton, MA, in 
the large Italian community on 
the city’s north side, where she 
ran a small business and was 
actively involved in civic affairs. 

Virginia is co-founder of the 
Newton 9/11 Memorial, and 
organizes its annual memo-
rial service. She has served 
as Chaplain of the American 
Legion Auxiliary, part of the 
Newton American Legion Post, 
and hosted the Missing Man 
Table in various locales. 

She is a founder of the Italian-
American Heritage Society 

“Ginny” 
Virginia Papa Gardner

Newley Elected 
Pirandello Lyceum President

in Newton, Chairman of the 
National Chapter of the Italian-
American Alliance, serves on the 
Board of Canton Italian American 
Organization (CIAO), and is a 
member of the Ciociara Club.



PAGE 4 POST-GAZETTE, NOVEMBER 7, 2025

L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore
November 11, From Remembrance to Rejoicing

by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz THINKING
by Sal Giarratani
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On Monday, November 24, 2025, the blue lights on the trellis 
will be turned to light up the park through the winter!! The 
lighting celebration includes holiday sing-alongs and a visit from 
Santa Claus! Enjoy cookies, hot chocolate, and clam chowder. 
Bundle up and be part of the fun!

The illuminated trellis has been named one of the “Ten Most 
Romantic Places in Boston” and year ‘round it is the site of 
marriage proposals, wedding photos, and happy families. 

2025 Annual Holiday
Trellis Lighting Ceremony

November 24, 2025, 5:00 PM
Christopher Columbus Park,

110 Atlantic Avenue
Boston, North End

November, probably far more 
than any other month, embod-
ies a multifaceted range of char-
acteristics and qualities. One 
side of November encompasses 
the frenzied threshold to the 
holiday season. Advertisements 
set to the tune of tinny jingle 
bells or featuring a jolly, smil-
ing Santa Claus overtake our 
television sets and billboards. 
Shopping centers are already 
wrapped in evergreen boughs 
and twinkling electrical lights. 
However, the other side of 
November remains its most 
immediately recognizable. This 
side involves the gray skies of 
early winter, the cranberry-
colored leaves strewn across 
the ground as tree branches 
stand bare, the plaintive cries 
of geese streaking across the 
heavens as they migrate south. 
We are often in too much of a 
hurry to jump into the gaiety of 
the festive aspect of November 
that we forget to appreciate 
the month’s unique beauty. 
November, in all its chilly and 
hushed glory, offers us a chance 
to reflect on the past, to ponder 
on our memories, to express 
gratitude for our loved ones and 
the blessings in life. November 
even contains a date that seems 
tailor-made for honoring the 
simultaneous somber and com-
munal nature of the month. It 
is November 11th, a day which 
demonstrates to us all that is 
meaningful and powerful about 
this time of the year.

As a history teacher, I always 
try to bestow upon my students 
an appreciation for the sacrifice 
and dedication of the men and 
women in our armed forces, liv-
ing and dead, past and present. 
I tell them that it is important to 
honor Veterans Day, the most 
well-known commemoration 
occurring on November 11th. 
Originally called Armistice Day, 
Veterans Day began as a way to 
mark the anniversary of the end 

of the First World War, when 
peace was declared on the elev-
enth hour of the eleventh day of 
the eleventh month. Nowadays, 
this holiday functions as a 
reminder of the sacrifices our 
veterans, of all wars, have made 
on behalf of our country. Often, 
my veteran co-workers organize 
a school assembly that includes 
speeches by those who have 
witnessed the horrors of war 
firsthand, patriotic music by 
the school’s band and chorus, 
and poignant recollections from 
veterans of all ages. This event 
endeavors to foster gratitude 
towards our brave veterans, 
and it is my hope that, hear-
ing about warfare through 
the words of those who have 
experienced it, my students 
will be more likely to strive for 
peace. Veterans Day is also a 
solemn occasion, honoring the 
men and women who died in 
the line of duty. This fits into 
the very history of November, a 
month that ancient Europeans 
distinguished as a time to 
commemorate the dead. When 
vegetation withers and the air 
turns gray and cold, our minds 
wander to thoughts of mortal-
ity and memory. This Veterans 
Day let us keep the sacrifices of 
all our veterans forever in our 
minds and let us offer thanks 
for the freedoms they protected 
and enabled. Moreover, let us 
always ensure that this sense 
of honor and gratefulness for 
our military does not end on 
Veterans Day, but continues 
all year long.

November 11th also holds 
a European festival cele-
brated since the Middle Ages. 
St. Martin’s Day, commonly 
known as Martinmas, hon-
ors the fourth-century French 
bishop St. Martin of Tours. 
Across Europe, Martinmas 
blended religious significance 
with agricultural importance, as 
it marked the end of the harvest 

season and the beginning of 
winter. Martinmas celebra-
tions boasted feasts of seasonal 
foods and boisterous family 
reunions. In Central Europe 
and Scandinavia, people dine 
on goose, often stuffed with the 
autumnal chestnuts. This meal 
commemorates a well-known 
legend about the humble St. 
Martin, who supposedly hid 
in a goose pen when he was 
reluctant to receive the posi-
tion of bishop. In Germany and 
the Netherlands, costumed 
children collect sweets and 
coins in lantern-bearing proces-
sions, while people in Poland 
enjoy croissants filled with 
poppy seeds and almond paste. 
Italians celebrate Martinmas, or 
il Giorno di San Martino, by sam-
pling the year’s new wine. One 
of my father’s favorite proverbs 
was “San Martino, si fa il vino,” 
meaning that wine is made on 
St. Martin’s Day. Another prov-
erb, “San Martino, castagne e 
vino,” states that chestnuts and 
wine can be expected at Italian 
Martinmas celebrations. These 
proverbs reveal the Italian affin-
ity for seasonal delicacies and 
traditions hearkening back to 
olden agricultural days of soci-
ety. I always make pumpkin 
gnocchi, from the inimitable 
book Festa by Helen Barolini, 
and bake cinnamon-swirl bread 
for Martinmas. As the scent 
of warm spices like nutmeg 
permeate my cozy kitchen, I 
cannot help but feel a special 
connection with my Italian 
ancestors who battled the dark-
ness of the encroaching winter 
with communal meals and the 
love of family. Martinmas is a 
special November feast precisely 
because it embodies all the 
varied aspects of the month: it 
reflects on the harvest and the 
start of winter, but it also pres-
ages the joyous goodwill of the 
holiday season.

November brims with many 
delights and much symbol-
ism, even though many people 
view it as nothing more than a 
stepping-stone to December. 
However, November can be the 
most rewarding of months if  
we recognize its wondrous 
details. The wintry sights of 
red and brown leaves dancing 
across a cloudy sky and the 
yellow burst of an early sunset 
encourage us to reflect on the 
cycle of the year as the current 
one draws to a close. Cold, dark 
evenings beckon us home to  
the loving embrace of friends 
and family. November 11th is a 
date which allows us to ponder 
the meaning and the pleasures 
of this month. On Veterans Day, 
we honor the bravery, courage 
and selflessness of our military 
men and women, carrying a 
sense of gratitude that should 
remain with us all year long.  
On Martinmas, we honor the 
generosity of the harvest and 
invaluable time spent with 
family, friends, and a good 
meal. These joint commemora-
tions show us that underneath 
November’s bleak air, we will 
find a treasure trove of love, 
warmth, and joy.

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz 
is a high school history teacher. 
She appreciates any comments 
and suggestions about Italian 
ho l idays and fo lk lore  a t 
adicenso89@gmail.com

Mayor Michelle Wu who was 
practically re-elected by accla-
mation as she ran unopposed 
after her preliminary opponent 
Josh Kraft screamed “Uncle” 
and dropped out of the mayoral 
race almost in minutes. First 
time ever that any mayoral can-
didate ever did that in Boston 
political history. I am still sur-
prised that Wu waited until 9:30 
pm to declare victory. 

Meanwhile, the only other 
race was for the fourth seat 
on the Boston City Council. 
While most political observ-
ers thought that Santana was 
the weakest incumbent on the 
ballot and many thought that 
former District 3 City Councilor 
Frank Baker stood a good 
chance at toppling Santana 
after Baker finished in 5th place 
this past September, Santana 
finished strong and Wu actu-
ally stated at her victory party 
that Santana was re-elected “in 
a landslide”. 

All the incumbents were all 
re-elected, no surprises there. 
Thank God, Erin Murphy was 
re-elected because Wu needs to 
be challenged by the city coun-
cil. The last thing needed are a 
bunch of lap dogs. Personally, 
I like Santana but as a city 
councilor not so much. He can 
credit Mayor Wu for his victory. 
She did everything but physi-
cally carry him over the finish 

Wu Cruises to Victory with 
Tag-Along and Her Progressive Allies

line. These two seemed to be 
running in tandem. His picture 
next to hers everywhere, online, 
in campaign mailings, etc. He 
might as well have changed his 
surname to Wu.

As for Frank Baker, not so 
well. His campaign never really 
gelled. I attended a big rally 
for him over in Adams Village. 
Gigantic crowd of supporters 
looked like a victory party. 
However, this was Dorchester, 
of course the room should have 
been packed. I left that political 
rally worried more than ever. 
Baker needed to be everywhere 
which is a tall order. To win, 
he needed to have a perfect 
ground game. He did have 
some name recognition outside 
Dorchester but apparently 
his message for his campaign 
didn’t reach enough voters and 
many registered voters unfortu-
nately either don’t vote or voted 
incumbency.

Baker did as good as he 
did but it simply wasn’t good 
enough. Some of it could be 
blamed on him and his ground 
game turning more and more 
blue which is why we saw a 
Boston mayor chasing away 
her only opposition. I support 
Erin Murphy but room for her  
in city politics continues to 
shrink as our city continues to 
turn more progressive by the 
second.

Thanks to the generosity of our members and corporate sponsors, 
the Friends of Christopher Columbus Park with support from the City 
of Boston Parks and Recreation Department illuminates the trellis with 
blue lights from the end of November through the middle of April.
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Bricco
Boutique ItalianCuisine

241 Hanover St. • 617.248.6800

Maré
Seafood & Oyster Bar

223 Hanover St., 3 Mechanic St. • 617.723.MARE

Quattro
Grill, Rosticceria & Pizzeria
266 Hanover St. 617.720.0444

AquaPazza
Oyster Bar & Italian Kitchen

135 Richmond St. • 857-350-3105

Trattoria Il Panino
Boston’s 1st Original Trattoria
11 Parmenter St. • 617.720.1336

Assaggio
Positano Cuisine Restaurant • Lounge

29 Prince St. Boston • 617-865-1265

Umbria
Steakhouse & mia Roof Deck
250 Hanover St. • 617-868-1265 

Dolce
Italian Cafe with 33 Flavors of Tiramisu

272 Hanover St.

umbria
Italian steakhouse

& mia
              ROOF DECK

Please Join us for the dedication of the
Peace Garden Nativity Scene

at St. Leonard Church
320 Hanover Street, Boston, North End

Saturday, December 6, 2025
5:00 p.m. Mass ~ 6:00 p.m.Dedication

As we ce lebrate  I ta l ian 
American Heritage Month, let 
us pause to honor one of the 
North End’s most accomplished 
and admired figures — George 
Scigliano. His life was brief, but 
his legacy has endured for more 
than a century. Though he died 
at only thirty-one from kidney 
ailment in 1906, his vision for 
justice and equality continues 
to shape our community.

George Scigliano was born in 
the North End on August 26, 
1874, to Calabrian immigrants 
who, like so many others, came 
to America seeking a better life. 
He attended the Eliot School and went on to study 
at Boston University School of Law, where he was 
admitted to the bar in 1899 — an extraordinary 
achievement for the son of new arrivals.

Scigliano’s rise was swift. In 1900, he was 
elected to the Boston Common Council, serving 
three one-year terms. In 1903, he became the first 
Italian American elected to the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives, where he served until 
his untimely death. Yet it was not his titles that 
won him the lasting loyalty of his community — it 
was his tireless defense of the poor, the exploited, 
and the newly arrived.

 He introduced legislation to regulate immigrant 
banks, which had been swindling working fami-
lies out of their savings. Many Italian immigrants 
distrusted banks for good reason; their skepticism 
was born from bitter experience. Scigliano also 
founded the Italian Protective League of Boston, a 
benevolent society for new immigrants, and helped 

George Scigliano:
A North End Legacy of Integrity and Justice

form the first Italian labor union 
in the North End. He worked to 
defeat a bill requiring workers to 
be naturalized citizens, fought 
to end the predatory “padrone” 
labor system, and even secured 
a cemetery for Italians — St. 
Michael’s Cemetery in Boston 
— after they were denied burial 
in others.

These were not small reforms; 
they were acts of dignity. They 
recognized the Italian laborer 
as fully human in a world deter-
mined to treat him otherwise.

Scigliano also confronted 
bigotry head-on.  When a 

Massachusetts senator mocked Italians as infe-
rior, he replied with biting eloquence:

 “The Italian, a people descended from the 
ancient Roman dynasty which conquered all of 
the then known world and educated it; which 
entered and conquered England at a time when 
the ancestors of our able senator were roaming 
savages …”

 In 1905, in recognition of his service to Italian 
Americans, King Victor Emmanuel III of Italy 
named him Cavaliere della Corona d’Italia (Knight 
of the Italian Crown).

Scigliano’s death in 1906 left a void, but his 
spirit remains alive in every effort to protect the 
rights of immigrants, workers, and the poor. He 
was not only a North Ender but a symbol of the 
immigrant’s moral struggle for fairness in a new 
land. His work reminds us that citizenship is not 
a gift granted from above but a dignity earned 
through service to others.

John Meao, Pastor of St. Leonard Church Father Michael Della 
Penna and Mimi Geloso

Members of the St. Joseph Society - Mimi Geloso, State Representative Paul Donato, Gerry 
Taverna, Jim McCall, Eddie Summers, Sal Paterna, Maurizio Caparrotta, and sitting in front 
Ernesto Caparrotta

Jim McCall and his 101-year-
old mom “Didi” McCall

(Photos by Charles Rachal) 

It was the finishing touch on 
a centennial celebration. St. 
Joseph Society held its 100th 
Anniversary Gala Dinner last 

St. Joseph Society
Hosts 100th Anniversary Dinner

month, recognizing members 
for upholding the sacred tra-
ditions over the past century. 
Attendees and invited guests 

were treated to a fabulous din-
ner, catered by DePasquale 
Ventures, along with delicious 
desserts from Modern Pastry. 
It was a wonderful evening to 
gather and honor the St. Joseph 
Society and its past and present 
members. Centanni!

Cardboard cut out Replica 
of the 

Italian Marble Nativity Scene 
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The annual Halloween Festivities 
provided the North End neighbor-
hood with bag full of treats last week 
at the Madonna Della Cava Society 
Halloween Parade. Dancing, food, 
treats, prizes, giant inflatables, face 
painting, balloon art, and so much 
more were enjoyed by all at this 
gathering.

The community is grateful to Della 
Cava Society Members for their con-
tinued commitment in ensuring this 
event is a top hit with the kids each 
year.

Madonna Della Cava Hold Spooktacular Halloween Celebration

(Photos by Gerri Palladino) 

Italian American Alliance Celebrates Columbus Day

(Photos by Rosario Scabin, Ross Photography) 

It may have been a delayed a 
week due to inclement weather, 
but it was well worth the wait. 
The Italian American Alliance 
(IAA) hosted the Annual Italian 
Heritage Month Celebration on 
Columbus Day at the Tall Ship 
on the East Boston Waterfront. 
The bright sunny day event 
kicked off with sensational 
entertainment by the Sea Breeze 
Band and Elio Russo, Street 
Magic Acapella Group and East 
Boston’s own DJ Alan LaBella.

There was an array of ven-
dors offering Italian food and 
pastries, raffles, an assortment 
of prizes, and even the oppor-
tunity to take a photo with 
Christopher Columbus. Thank 
you to the IAA Committee mem-
bers for continuing this wonder-
ful tradition, it is appreciated 
and thoroughly enjoyed by all 
who attend.

(L to R): Tom Damigella, Lena Dalleva, Marisa Di Pietro, President of the Italian American 
Alliance Jim DiStefano, Florence Guidara, George Gardner as Christopher Columbus, Virginia 
Papa Gardner and Kathy DiStefano, enjoying Columbus Day at the Tall Ship on the East 
Boston Waterfront

DJ Alan LaBella, Yolanda 
Cellucci and Laurie Brach 
hanging out at the Italian 
American Alliance Columbus 
Day Festivities

Just a few of the many attendees celebrating Italian Heritage Month with a dance party at the Tall Ship in East Boston
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SCAN QR 
CODE FOR 
MORE INFO
ABOUT LEAD

Boston’s drinking water is provided by the 
Massachusetts Water Resources Authority from 
the Quabbin Reservoir and is distributed lead-free 
to homes and businesses. However, some older 
properties in Boston may have a lead water service 
line. Exposure to lead in drinking water can cause 
serious health effects in all age groups.

FREE Lead Replacement 
Incentive Program

Boston Water and Sewer Commission (BWSC) is offering Boston 
property owners a free inspection - and free replacement of their 
building’s water service pipe if we determine it is lead.

Take advantage of the No Cost Lead Replacement Program 
now. Please contact BWSC’s Lead Hotline for additional 
program information.

Lead Hotline: (617) 989-7888 
www.bwsc.org

Important Information About 
LEAD in Your Drinking Water

Quabbin Reservoir

The Catholic Church cel-
ebrates All Saints Day annually 
on November 1. This year in 
Boston’s North End community, 
it was three-fold, beginning with 
a blessing of All Saints Way on 
Battery Street, followed by a 
mass at St. Leonard Church on 
Hanover Street and concluding 
with a procession, through the 
streets of the neighborhood, and 
joined by the various religious 
societies and its members.

The service and dedication of 
All Saints Way was led by the 
Pastor of St. Leonard Church 
Father Michael Della Penna. 
A beautiful mass honoring the 
many beloved saints and local 
religious societies was offered 
by Father Robert, prior to a pro-
cession throughout the North 
End. Thank you to all who 
participated in this treasured 
tradition.

All Saints Celebration at St. Leonard Church in Boston’s North End

(Photos by Gerri Palladino)

Pastor of St. Leonard Church Father Michael Della Penna offers a blessing at the dedication of All Saints Way on Battery Street.

All Saints Way Photo Collages depicting the sacred and blessed saints and North End religious 
societies.

Cosmo and Damian Society 
members participate in the 
All Saints Day procession 
through the North End 
community.

The banners of San Gennaro 
and Maria Di Anzano are 
carried through the streets 
of the North End by Society 
members during the annual 
St. Leonard Church All Saints 
Day procession.

   

Please Place Your Orders Before Tuesday, November 25, 2025

Order by Phone or Drop by Spinelli’s East BostonSpinelli’s East Boston

 OORRDDEERR  AA  ..........  FFuullllyy  CCooookkeedd  WWhhoollee  TTuurrkkeeyy
Available in 2 sizes

10-12 lb. Whole Turkey $249.95 Plus Tax
20-22 lb. Whole Turkey $389.95 Plus Tax

Complete with 
Homemade Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, 

Butternut Squash or Corn, Gravy & Cornbread
OR

OORRDDEERR  AAnn  ..........  IInnddiivviidduuaall  TTuurrkkeeyy  DDiinnnneerr
With Homemade Stuffing, Gravy & Cornbread

Dinner Includes:
Mashed Potato

Choice of Vegetable: 
Corn or Butternut Squash

 Choice of Dessert: 
Slice of Apple or Pumpkin Pie

$23.95 Per Person

Open Thanksgiving Day 8:00am - 1:00pm
Spinelli’s is looking forward to having Thanksgiving with you!Spinelli’s is looking forward to having Thanksgiving with you!

Spinelli’sSpinelli’s  WWiillll  CCooookk  YYoouurr  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  DDiinnnneerr!!
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The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS
of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

by Sal Giarratani

THE X TRILOGY - X + PEARL 
+ MAXXXINE

(HD/Blu-ray) A24
Written, directed and produced 

by Ti West, these American hor-
ror films are packaged as one, 
3-Disc Collector’s Edition Box 
Set of X Trilogy: X, Pearl, and 
MaXXXine available in Blu-ray 
and 4K UHD formats, marking 
the first physical release of X 
and Pearl on 4K UHD in the US. 
The box set includes a 64-page 
booklet with a new essay by Jon 
Dieringer, unreleased concept 
art, costume sketches, behind-
the-scenes photography, original 
poster and VHS artwork created 
as set dressing for the films, and 
more, alongside over 90 minutes 
of making-of featurettes and 
new commentary tracks on all 
three films. Packaging features 
a blood-red printed plastic sleeve 
around a rigid slipcase con-
taining a custom photo-collage 
3-disc digibook.

7 SINS (DVD)
INDIEPix

7 SINS is a searing, subversive 
horror anthology that reimagines 
the seven deadly sins through 
seven twisted visions from some 
of underground cinema’s boldest 
voices. Each segment explores a 
sin not by doctrine, but through 
raw, human impulse creating a 
portrait of desire, despair, and 
decay. The nightmare begins 
with WRATH, where a jogger’s 
barely contained rage explodes 
in Dario Almerighi’s harrow-
ing opener. Sam Mason-Bell’s 
haunting ENVY follows a cou-
ple lured into a tragic erotic 
encounter, while SLOTH, from 
Francesco Foletto and Elisa 
Carrera Fumagalli, spirals into 
self-harm. Michael J. Epstein’s 
PRIDE tackles religious repres-
sion and fractured identity, 
and LUST, by Domiziano 
Cristopharo, explores a dis-
turbing AI relationship. Jason 
Impey’s GLUTTONY riffs on 
grindhouse cannibal flicks, and 
Poison Rouge’s GREED closes 
the anthology with a harrow-
ing tale of sex work, debt, and 
damnation. Dripping in gore, 
laced with nudity, and steeped 
in sorrow, 7 SINS is more than 
shock for shock’s sake — it’s a 
meditation on why we fall.

SPINAL TAP II – THE END 
CONTINUES (Blu-ray)

Decal./Bleecker Street
Forty-one years after the 

release of the groundbreak-
ing mockumentary This Is 
Spinal Tap, the now estranged 
bandmates David St. Hubbins, 
Nigel Tufnel, and Derek Smalls 
(Michael McKean, Christopher 
Guest, and Harry Shearer) are 
forced to reunite for one final 
concert. Spinal Tap II: The End 
Continues also marks the res-
urrection of documentarian 
Marty Di Bergi (Rob Reiner), 
who once again tries to cap-
ture his favorite metal gods as 
they contemplate mortality — 
and the hope that their 12th 
drummer doesn’t join them in 
The Great Beyond. Joined by 
music royalty Paul McCartney 
and Elton John, Spinal Tap 
wrestles with their checkered 
past to put on a concert that 
they hope will solidify their place 
in the pantheon of rock ’n’ roll. 
Directed by Rob Reiner, the 
film stars Christopher Guest, 
Michael McKean, Harry Shearer, 
Fran Drescher, Paul Shaffer, 

Elton John, Paul McCartney, 
Questlove, and Chris Addison. 

TOM CRUISE –
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE:

THE FINAL RECKONING –
(4K Ultra HD/Blu-ray/

Digital) Paramount Pictures
The Final Reckoning captures 

every last detail of Ethan Hunt’s 
(Tom Cruise) death-defying 
feats. After escaping a calami-
tous train crash, Ethan realizes 
The Entity is stashed aboard an 
old Russian submarine, but a 
foe from his past named Gabriel 
is also on the trail. Packed with 
bright images that jump out 
at you. The dynamic scenes 
are heavy with exciting sounds 
of the mind-boggling action, 
down to the sequences filmed 
under water. If you’re looking for 
action, thrills, and Tom Cruise, 
you’ve arrived at the right place 
with Paramount’s action-packed 
The Final Reckoning.

SMURFS (Blu-ray) 
Paramount Pictures

When Papa Smurf (John 
Goodman) is mysteriously taken 
by evil wizards Razamel and 
Gargamel, Smurfette (Rihanna) 
leads the Smurfs on a mission 
into the real world to save him. 
With the help of new friends, 
the Smurfs must discover what 
defines their destiny to save 
the universe. SMURFS features 
an all-star voice cast including 
Rihanna, James Corden, Nick 
Offerman, JP Karliak, Daniel 
Levy, Army Sedaris, Natasha 
Lyonne, Sandra Oh, Octavia 
Spencer, Nick Kroll, Hannah 
Waddingham, Alex Winter, 
Maya Erskine, Billie Lourd, 
Xolo Mariduena, Marshmello, 
with Kurt Russell and John 
Goodman. Also featuring new 
music video…”Friend of Mine” 
by Rihanna.

AEON FLUX
(Blu-ray Steelbook) 
Paramount Pictures

The gripping, action-packed 
thriller, Aeon Flux, is based on 
the groundbreaking MTV ani-
mated series, and comes to 4K 
Ultra HD for its 20th Anniversary 
in this limited-edition Blu-ray 
SteelBook. Charlize Theron 
stars as the titular underground 
operative, fighting against total-
itarian rule in 25th-century 
Earth’s last living city. She’s the 
best hope of overthrowing the 
oppressively sterile, “perfect” 
society. But while on assignment 
to gun down the government’s 
leader, she uncovers a web 
of startling secrets that could 
completely change the world. 
Co-starring Jonny Lee Miller, 
Sophie Okonedo and Frances 
McDormand.

#SHAKESPEARES STORM 
(4K Ultra HD/Blu-ray)

Troma Films
Mad scientist Prospero runs 

away with his blind daughter 
Miranda to Tromaville, hid-
ing from evil pharmaceutical 
execs, including his own sister 
Antoinette, who ruined his 
career after he found the cure 
against opioid addiction. With 
the help of a handicapped crack-
whore, he releases a massive 
amount of laxative to whales, 
while his enemies are on a 
cruise ship to North Korea. A 
humongous feces storm washes 
the boat away and brings them 
to Tromaville. Prospero can 
now fully realize his ultimate 
vengeance.

SAVE THIS DATE —
NOVEMBER 18

The East Boston Chamber of Commerce 
presents East Boston Marketplace on Tuesday, 
November 18 at the ICA Watershed from 
5:00-7:00 p.m. Please RSVP by November 12, 
617-590-3982. 

SALESIANS 19TH ANNUAL PASTA NIGHT
The 19th annual Salesian Boys & Girls Club 

Pasta Dinner will be held on Friday, Nov. 21 
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. For more details, call Anita 
at 617-567-0863.

SACRED HEART
CHRISTMAS FAIR

This year’s annual Christmas Fair at Sacred 
Heart Parish in East Boston will be held on 
November 22 from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 

THE NEXT SACRED HEART
COMMUNITY DINNER

The next Sacred Heart community dinner 
in East Boston will be held next Wednesday, 
November 12 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. It is always free 
and open to the community. Stop by and enjoy 
yourself with all your neighbors who have come 
to enjoy this gathering in the lower church hall.

DANNY LUBERTO
RETURNING TO KOWLOONS

Kowloon’s presents Luberto at an indoor con-
cert November 14, 8:00-11:00 p.m. For more info, 
call 781-289-8100 or 781-233-0077 or stop by 
Luberto’s on Broadway in Revere.

ALL-SAINTS WAY CEREMONY

I attended the All-Saints 
Way ceremony on Battery 
Street this past Saturday 
afternoon when a large crowd 
gathered in memory of Peter 
Baldassari. For many years 
Peter was the gatekeeping 
and custodian of this beauti-
ful alley of saints. Over time 
it became a popular tourist 
stop too. Father Michael 
Della Penna blessed the alley 
and the assembled crowd at 
the dedication of All Saints 
Way and Peter for his dedi-
cation to the saints and his 
Catholic faith.

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO NORTH END 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
(NEHS)

BOARD MEMBER
DR. JESSICA

DELLO RUSSO ON THE 
PUBLICATION OF HER 

BOOK,
A JEWISH 

ARCHAEOLOGY
The Christian Discovery of Jewish Catacombs 

in Rome (Jewish Studies — Brill Publishing, 
2025). A North End kid discovering unpublished 
evidence of ancient Jews in Italy — that’s quite 
a story.

Book preview at: https://brill.com/display/
title/63885?fbclid=IwY2xjawIwPz5leHRuA2FlbQI
xMAABHc6ZBM3Mb5a-Z85glJsET3Y7kDKmhs9
OtKiBxqb_16-XIydXgX7Y3o9uyQ_aem_W3nsqO

THE BURGER KING GANG
IS NOW BACK HOME AT THE

NEWLY RENOVATED BURGER KING
IN ORIENT HEIGHTS, EAST BOSTON, 
WHICH REOPENED ON OCTOBER 17 

The library crew 
over at the East 
Boston branch 
l i b ra ry  i s  the 
best. Here is my 
friend Elena Rios 
who dressed up 
for Halloween at 
work. She told 
me, she was just 
clowning around.

Father Michael Della Penna speaking at the 
dedication

S a l  G . ,  w i t h 
Katherine Cooke 
a Post-Gazette 
reader

(Photo by Sal Giarratani)

Agnellus was born in Pisa in 
1195 of the prominent Agnelli 
family. In 1212, during a visit 
to Pisa by Saint Francis, he 
received Agnellus into the 
Franciscan Order. 

Francis sent Agnellus to 
Paris, where he built a friary 
and became Guardian. He then 
returned to Italy, and was pres-
ent at the “Chapter of Mats.” 
Agnellus was then sent to estab-
lish the Order in England. 

On September 10, 1224, 
Agnellus and his party of eight 
friars, landed at Dover. They 
were received by the Benedictine 
monks of Fécamp Abbey, who 
kindly paid their way. When 
they arrived at Canterbury, 
they were hospitably received by 
the Dominicans, a mendicant 
order that had already arrived 
in England in 1221 and estab-
lished a friary in the town. On 
the way to Oxford, they found 

Saint Agnellus of Pisa
by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

shelter in a barn belonging to 
the Benedictines of Abingdon 
Abbey, who at first thought they 
were a band of ragged minstrels. 

At Oxford, King Henry III  
gave them land on which to 
build a friary. Agnellus estab-
lished a school for the friars 
at Oxford, and asked Robert 
Grosseteste to serve as lector 
in theology to the Franciscans, 
a position he held from about 
1229 to 1235. The English 
Franciscan Order subsequently 
played a large role in the estab-
lishment of the University of 
Oxford.

Agnellus became known for 
his humble piety and prudence. 
In 1234, he was part of a delega-
tion representing the English 
bishops at the Roman Curia. 

By the time of his death, there 
were forty-three friaries estab-
lished in the English Province. 
Agnellus passed away after a 
brief illness, on May 7, 1236. 
His remains were buried at 
Oxford. The Feast day of Saint 
Agnellus of Pisa is March 13.
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by

Marianna

Bisignano

SOFT APPLE BISCUITS
Biscotti Morbidi alle Mele

Now that Halloween is over it’s 
time to think of Thanksgiving. 
But, before I start writing sto-
ries about that American of 
holidays, I have to tell you the 
first time I ever experienced a 
hurricane. It was late August 
in 1954. My folks, Nanna, 
Babbononno and a childhood 
chum, Carl Sinatra, were at 
the family cottage in Winthrop, 
Maine. It was the tail end of the 
summer and Carl and I were 
doing everything we could to 
prolong the fun we had had all 
month. Being an only child, Dad 
often let me invite a friend to 
spend time with us at the Maine 
cottage. Carl and I worked 
together at the Seville Theater 
and we often “hung around” 
together. Dad knew his father 
from his own high school days 
and had no problem with me 
inviting Carl for the last couple 
of weeks of August. 

Carl was a personable type 
and my summer friends soon 
became his friends. A cou-
ple of summer residents from 
Lewiston, Maine had sons just 
a little older than we were, 
and to Dad’s consternation, 
the boys taught Carl and me 
how to ride their motorcycles. 
My father was worried when 
we headed out on the backs  
of the bikes during the day,  
but wouldn’t let us go motor-
cycle riding at night. What 
neutralized this were the two 
daughters of another summer 
family. Carl and I would walk 
them to town, take them to a  
local hangout called McNamera’s 
… a Maine version of Arnold’s 
from Happy Days. We were 
more interested in teenage girls 
than Harley Davidsons. Quite 
often, someone would pick us 
as we walked back. Most of the 
folks on Memorial Drive, the 
main drag on the east side of 
Lake Maranacook knew who 
we were and would stop us 
at night with, “You yung folks 
want a ride back to the uttha 
end of thah lake.” We usually 
accepted. 

Around the 28th or 29th of 
August, Dad had heard that a 
storm was coming up the east 
coast. He told Carl and me to 
take the speed boat, head to 
the public landing at the edge 
of town with several empty gas 
cans, one or two for gasoline 
and the others for kerosene. 
He wanted to be prepared. If 
the electricity went out, we had 
old fashioned kerosene lamps. 
If trees were knocked down and 
we couldn’t get to town by car, 
we would have extra gas for 
the boat. 

Babbononno didn’t like the 
speed boat and wouldn’t ride 
in it. If he wanted to take his 
chances on the lake, we had a 
row boat that he could use. The 
speed boat was exactly that. 
It was built for racing, held 4 
people and was powered by a 
50 horse power Mercury race 
engine, when 50 horse power 
was real horse power. Carl and 
I took care of the chores and 
forgot about the storm. Well, 
that night at McNamera’s, it 
was just the two of us and we 
met two girls around our ages. 
They and their family were stay-
ing at a place on the opposite 

end of the lake. We were invited 
to their cottage the next day 
and Dad dropped us off before 
taking Mom shopping. Carl and 
I walked down a winding road 
and stopped at a closed wrought 
iron gate. There was a call box 
on a pole and we buzzed and 
announced ourselves. Seconds 
later, the gate swung open. 
When we arrived at the cottage, 
it was a two-level lake front 
mansion. We looked at each 
other and didn’t know what to 
do. We rang the bell and were 
let in by a lady who announced 
us to the girls. After we said 
hello, I innocently asked if the 
lady who opened the door was 
their mother. It was the maid. 
Carl and I looked at each other 
knowing we were in over our 
heads. The girls turned out to 
be the daughters of one of the 
owners of the Montgomery Ward 
store from the Chicago area. We 
were treated to lunch by the 
girls and we chatted much of 
the afternoon. When it was time 
to leave, we all jumped into one 
of the cars and a man in a black 
suit, bow tie and a captain’s 
cap got behind the wheel. Carl 
asked if this was their father 
and the girls told him that he 
was their father’s driver. We 
were really in over our heads. 
When we were dropped off at 
our cottage, the girls invited us 
back the following day to hang 
out and swim at their place. We 
accepted. 

The next day, Dad was lis-
tening to the radio about the 
storm. We didn’t have a TV at 
the cottage and the only news 
came over one of the few central 
Maine stations. Carl and I didn’t 
wait for the midday weather 
forecast. We jumped into the 
speed boat and headed in the 
direction of the Montgomery 
Ward family summer place. 
We got about fifty yards out 
from our cottage and headed 
to the right. The wind was 
rather strong and to combat it 
I squeezed the throttle to pick 
up speed. It didn’t work. Again 
I tried to pick up speed, but by 
the time I had the throttle wide 
open, but I was going backward 
due to the wind. 

Just then, we saw Dad on the 
dock waiving and we waived 
back. I thought he was seeing 
us off, but he was trying to 
waive us in. We eventually had 
to beach the boat and drag it 
along the shore line back to our 
cottage. By then Babbononno 
had joined Dad on the dock 
and both of them were yell-
ing at us, Dad in English and 
Babbononno in Italian.

It seems that the storm was 
a hurricane named Carol and it 
was hitting central Maine with 
full force. We didn’t know and 
the only thing that saved us was 
securing anything that wasn’t 
nailed down. Dad had dragged 
the row boat onto our beach 
and told me to do the same 
with the speed boat. We put the 
fire wood in the shed, brought 
the axe and outdoor tools from 
the back of the cottage and put 
them into a container attached 
to the side of the cottage and 
closed the shutters to protect 
the windows. 

The storm hit hard, but 

we survived. There was no 
damage to the cottage. But, 
when I looked out at the beach 
area, my boats were missing. I 
thought the choppy surf might 
have carried them out into the 
middle of the lake. We walked 
onto the beach and discovered 
that the boats were there, just 
buried under the sand.

After a careful examination of 
the cottage, we knew we were 
lucky, no damage what-so-ever. 
We didn’t even loose electric-
ity. While we waited out the 
storm, Nanna and Mom cooked 
some pasta and chicken. Dad, 
Babbononno, Carl and I played 
whist while we listened to the 
radio for weather information. 
When the storm finally cleared 
Dad said that we should take a 
walk and check on Old Vic. 

O l d  V i c  w a s  a r o u n d 
Babbononno’s age and the 
father of Arthur Gordon, one 
of the locals who lived down 
the road on the opposite side. 
Arthur and Dad had become 
good friends and the day before, 
he told Dad that he had to 
take the family to Portland for 
doctor visits and asked if we 
could keep an eye on Old Vic. 
En route to the Gordon home, 
we climbed over broken tree 
branches and spotted a couple 
of trees that were uprooted. 
When we reached the Gordon 
home, Old Vic was sitting on 
the front steps.

Dad asked him if he was 
OK. “Yup,” was the response. 
Then Dad asked him if there 
was any damage to the house. 
Old Vic looked up and said, 
“Nope.” Babbononno asked, 
“Da animales, dey OK?” Vic 
replied, brought’um inta the 
house.” Then Dad asked, “Vic, 
any damage to the barn?” Old 
Vic looked up at Dad again and 
said, “Dunno, John, Iye haven’ 
found it yit!” 

GOD BLESS AMERICA

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 11/07/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0920CA

In the Matter of 
LEVI ELIAS MORALES

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Minor 
has been filed by Levi Elias Morales of 
IMPOUNDED requesting that the court  
enter a Decree changing their name to:  
Levi Elias Linhares.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of December 31, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: November 05, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 11/07/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0945CA

In the Matter of 
RAYNA ELLIE MARINOFF

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Minor 
has been filed by Rayna Ellie Marinoff of 
Auburndale, MA requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their name to: Rayne 
Elliott Marinoff.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of November 17, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: October 20, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

When the cool autumn air settled in and her kitchen filled with 
baskets of apples from the backyard tree, my Nonna made sure not 
a single one went to waste. Each apple became something delicious, 
from her sweet-smelling Torta di Mele (apple cake) or golden Apple 
Squares, to these tender little Biscotti Morbidi alle Mele or Soft Apple 
Biscuits. The sweet scent of apples baking with sugar, cinnamon, 
and vanilla would fill the house, wrapping it in warmth and signaling 
that the holidays were almost here.

With Thanksgiving just around the corner, Biscotti Morbidi alle 
Mele are the perfect treat to serve on a crisp fall morning. Soft, 
gently sweet, and moist from the chunks of fresh apples, they have 
a delicate, cake-like texture. My Nonna would dust them generously 
with powdered sugar and cinnamon and these Soft Apple Biscuits 
were simple, comforting, and wonderful for breakfast or just about 
any time of day, alongside a cappuccino or hot cup of tea!

½ cup sugar
½ cup (1 stick) unsalted butter,     	
    softened
2 large eggs
1 packet of vanillina or 
2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract

Preheat the oven to 350°F (175°C). Line a baking sheet with 
parchment paper.

In a large bowl, cream together the butter and sugar and vanilla 
until light and fluffy. Beat in the eggs, one at a time, until smooth.

In another bowl, whisk together the flour and baking powder. 
Gradually add the dry ingredients to the wet mixture, mixing until 
well combined. Fold in the chopped apples; the dough will be soft 
but easy to handle.

Drop rounded spoonfuls of dough onto the prepared baking 
sheet, leaving space between each.

Bake for 15 to 20 minutes, or until the cookies are lightly golden 
around the edges.

Let cool completely, then dust generously with powdered sugar 
mixed with a bit of cinnamon.

2¾ cups all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
2 medium to large apples, peeled
   and finely chopped
Powdered sugar and cinnamon, 
   for dusting

Run date: 11/07/2025

LEGAL NOTICE 
 Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

Lowell Justice Center
370 Jackson Street, 5th Floor

Lowell, MA 01852
(978) 656-7700

Docket No. MI25P5597EA
Estate of

NORMAN E. TOTI
Also Known As:

NORMAN ELLIOTT TOTI
Date of Death: May 04, 2025

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above cap-
tioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner Judie 
Como Toti of Bedford, MA, a Will has been  
admitted to informal probate.

Judie Como Toti of Bedford, MA has 
been informally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under 
informal procedure by the Personal Represen-
tative under the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative and can 
petition the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the Petitioner.
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The Ancient City of Vagharshapat

THOUGHTS by DAN
About This & That

with Daniel A. DiCenso 

Adopting Christianity before 
the rest of the world is a recogni-
tion Armenians guard zealously, 
so tied is this recognition to 
their natural history. All things 
considered, their rivalry with 
Georgia over this sacred recog-
nition is surprisingly amicable. 

What isn’t surprising is that 
among the most revered figures 
in Armenia is St. Hripsime, 
whose story goes back to the 
origins of Christianity in the 
country. As with most canonized 
martyrs, the story of Hripsime is 
based part on record and part 
on faith, but her significance to 
the nation’s identity cannot be 
overestimated.

According to text, Hripsime 
was a young Roman maiden who 
fled her homeland to escape the 
advances of Emperor Diocletian. 
Her flight took her to Armenia 
where she made a new home in 
the city of Vagharshapat. Her 
freedom was not to be long-lived, 
however, as her beauty now 
caught the eye of King Tiridates 
III. Once more she rejected 
the advances of the power-
ful, professing her devotion to 
God. In retaliation, Hripsime 
was tortured and executed by 
the king’s soldiers along with 
the other members of her com-
munity of holy virgins with the 
exception of one, Nune, who 
fled to Georgia where she would 
establish the Georgian Orthodox 
Church, come to be known as 
St. Nino, and became the case 
for Georgia’s claim as the first 
Christian nation. Armenia, how-
ever, argues that St. Hripsime’s 
martyrdom within its bound-
aries laid the groundwork of 
Christianity there first.

I leave such disputes to the 
clergy and nationalists. What 
I will say is that all visitors to 
Armenia, religious and other-
wise, should visit Saint Hripsime 
Church in Vagharshapat. 
Within its 7th century walls 
lay a nation’s icon (literally, as 
the faithful flock here to see 
Saint Hripsime’s tombstone), a 
nation’s history and a nation’s 
pride. To visit Saint Hripsime 
Church is to visit a fundamental 
part of the country’s origin. 

Ironically, it is beneath this 
church, arguably the one most 
intricately tied to Armenia’s 
Christian identity, that artifacts 
dating from before the arrival of 
Christianity were dug up in the 
late 1950s. These Hellenistic 
ruins suggest a structure as 
grand as the Temple of Garni 
once stood where the Church 
now stands, adding to the rela-
tively scarce remnants of pre-
Christian cultures in Armenia.

Trave l l ing  further  into 
Vagharshapat we came to Saint 
Gayane Church, named after the 
Roman virgin who led Hripsime 
and her community out of Rome, 
only to be martyred along with 
her flock when the orders of King 
Tiridates were defied. Like Saint 
Hripsime Church it was also 
bestowed with the title of World 
Heritage Site by UNESCO. 

Etchmiadzin Cathedral com-
pletes an unofficial trilogy of 
holy places marking the ori-
gins of Aremnia as a Christian 
state. After having ordered the 
torture and execution of Saint 
Hripsime, Saint Gayane and 
the remaining thirty-eight nuns 
in their group, King Tiridates 
would himself come to estab-
lish Christianity as the offi-
cial religion of Armenia in the 
year 301 AD. Under his orders 
construction of the cathedral 
began, once more near the 
former site of a Pagan temple. 
Canonically, the cathedral is 
said to have been completed 
by 303 AD. Some historians 
argue, however, that given the 
material and expertise of the 
final structure and the lack of 
mention of such a monumental 
achievement in the writings 
of the historian Agathangelos 
from 306, it is likely that 
Etchmiadzin Cathedral was 
not completed until some twenty 
years after construction began. 
Nonetheless, it is one of the 
oldest cathedrals in the world 
though it did not earn its name 
until the 1400s, previous texts 
referring to it as “Cathedral of 
Vagharshapat.” 

Despite overtaking former 
Pagan lands of worship, excava-
tions in the mid-1950s this time 

unearthed not markers of earlier 
cultures but original pillars 
and an altar apse from the 4th 
century, sparking new debates 
about the structure’s earliest 
appearance. UNESCO would 
also bless this site in 2000. 

We finished our day in 
Vagharshapat at Zvartnots 
Cathedral. In contrast to the 
other structures in the city, 
Zvartnots, though younger 
than Etchmiadzin by almost 
three-hundred years, exists 
now in ruins. It stood for over 
three-hundred years, surviving 
attacks by Arab armies and 
multiple fires before its collapse 
in the 10th century, most likely 
due to an earthquake. And yet, it 
is in this very state of ruins that 
Zvartnots Cathedral continues 
to fascinate visitors centuries 
after its collapse. 

In the early 20th century, 
architect and historian Toros 
Toramanian began study-
ing the original designs and 
descriptions left behind by the 
ancient and from there was 
able to provide some of the 
earliest detailed models of what 
Zvartnots Cathedral may have 
looked like in its earliest days. 
The Church of St. Gregory in 
Turkey and Holy Trinity Church 
in Yerevan were both influenced 
by the design of Zvartnots, the 
former constructed between 
1001 and 1005 and the latter in 
2003, a testament to the endur-
ing allure of Zvartnots Cathedral 
over the centuries. 

Mexican Mayor
Gunned Down

A firebrand mayor down in 
Mexico who called for “brute 
force” against the country’s 
drug cartels was gunned down 
in public during “Day of the 
Dead” celebrations in his home-
town by two gunmen in the 
town’s public square.

Mayor Carlos Manzo of 
Uruapan a city of 300,000 
gained fame when he stood up 
to the cartels stating, “I don’t 
want to be just another mur-
dered mayor” just last month,

Trader Joe’s
Coming to West Roxbury
The Trader Joe’s chain will be 

opening its latest supermarket 
soon on Centre Street in the 
former site of a recently closed 
Walgreens. An opening date 
has not yet been announced 
but they are already looking for 
employees.
Police Cybertrucks to Patrol 
Las Vegas Streets Very Soon

The nation’s largest police 
fleet is set to begin patrolling the 
streets of Las Vegas with Tesla 
Cybertrucks later this month 
thanks to a donation from a 
US tech billionaire, which has 
raised some concerns about the 
blurring of lines between public 
and private interests.

“Welcome to the future of 
policing”, Clark County Sheriff 
Kevin McMahill said during a 
recent press conference. About 

400 officers have been trained 
to operate the trucks. The 
department is the latest U.S. 
city to turn to Tesla models.

Fetterman:
Democrats Own Shutdown
U.S. Senator John Fetterman, 

D-PA, recently tore into the 
Democrat Party for “moving 
against our core values” in 
shutting down the government 
and faulted Democrats for the 
“deeply distressing” lapse in 
food stamp funding. Appearing 
on CNN’s “State of the Union” 
this past Sunday, Fetterman 
added “the Democrats really 
need to own the shutdown. I 
mean, we’re shutting it down.” 
At one point, Fetterman added 
the Republicans should use the 
“nuclear option” and eliminate 
the 60-vote threshold needed to 
break a filibuster.

End Quote
“The farther one gets into the 

wilderness, the greater is the 
attraction of its lonely freedom.”

— Teddy Roosevelt

• News Briefs (Continued from Page 1)

by Bennett Molinari & Richard Molinari

Ieri e Oggi
Yesterday & Today

a column of past and current events

Giotto di Bondone

Giotto di Bondone — Giotto 
was born around 1267 near 
Florence, Italy. He was the most 
important Italian painter of the 
14th century, whose works 
point to the innovations of the 
Renaissance style that developed 
a century later. He was born in 
a farmhouse, perhaps at Colle 
di Romagnano. In 1850, the 
discovery of a tower house in 
nearby Colle Vespignano has 
borne a plaque claiming that he 
was born in Florence, he was the 
son of a blacksmith. 

For almost seven centuries, 
Giotto has been revered as the 

father of European painting and the first of the great Italian 
masters. 

He is believed to have been a pupil of the Florentine painter 
Cimabue. The 16th century biographer Giorgio Vasari says of him 
“ He made a decisive break with the Byzantine style, and brought 
to life the great art of painting as we know it today, re-introducing 
the technique of drawing accurately from life, which had been 
neglected for more than two hundred years.” 

Around 1290, Giotto married Ricevuta di Lapo del Pela, they had 
four daughters and four sons, one of whom, Francesco, became 
a painter. Giotto worked in Rome in 1297–1300, but few traces 
of his presence remain.

By 1301, Giotto owned a house in Florence, and when he was 
not traveling, he would return there and live in comfort with his 
family. By the early 1300s, he had multiple painting commissions 
in Florence. The Archbasilica of St. John Lateran houses a small 
portion of a fresco cycle, painted for the Jubilee of 1300 called 
by Pope Boniface VIII. He also designed the Navicella, a mosaic 
that decorated the facade of Old St Peter’s Basilica. In this period 
Giotto also painted the Badia Polyptych, now in the Uffizi Museum, 
Florence. 

Cimabue went to Assisi to paint several large frescoes at the 
new Basilica of Saint Francis of Assisi, and it is possible, but not 
certain, that Giotto went with him. The attribution of the fresco 
cycle of the Life of St. Francis in the Upper Church has been one 
of the most disputed in art history. 

Giotto’s masterwork is the decoration of the Scrovegni Chapel 
in Padua, commonly called the Arena Chapel, completed around 
1305. This fresco cycle depicts the life of the Virgin and the life of 
Christ. It is regarded as one of the supreme masterpieces of the 
Early Renaissance. Giotto passed away in January 1337.

St. Gayane Church

Etchmiadzin bell tower St. Hripsime’s tomb

Zvartnots Cathedral

Etchmiadzin ceiling

Stones

Etchmiadzin

DIAMONDS
ROLEX

ESTATE JEWELRY
Bought & Sold
Jewelers Exch. Bldg. 

Jim (617) 263-7766
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EXTRA Innings
by Sal Giarratani

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit 
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after November 17, 2025 
by public or private sale to satisfy a 
lien for towing, storage, and all other 
fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 10/24, 10/31, 11/07/2025

2009 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #1HGCP26809A108645
2014 PIAGGIO VESPA FLY 
Vin #ZAPC526B3E7001370

2008 HONDA PILOT 
Vin #5FNYF18568B027479

2016 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #1HGCR2F71GA166200

2011 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER 
SPORT 

Vin #JA4AR4AU6BZ018708
2000 CHEVROLET MALIBU 
Vin #1G1ND52J7Y6204423

2017 BMW X1 
Vin #WBXHT3C35H5F79394

2004 FORD F250 
Vin #1FTNW21P14EA06460
2019 DONGFANG DF50SRT 
Vin #LXDTCARD0K1061698

2012 HONDA CIVIC 
Vin #2HGFB6E54CH700519

2022 HONDA NAVI 
Vin #3H1JK0701ND012615

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run dates: 10/31, 11/07, 11/14/2025

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
COUNTY OF ALEXANDER,

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION, 
BEFORE THE CLERK, 25-SP-43

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

RE: The Estate of
Ahmad Mohammad Al-Subagha; 

Danah Al-Subagha 
Petitioner

vs.
Dalal Al-Subagha, 

Gabriel Caleb Al-Subagha, and 
Kaylee Marie McConnell 

Respondents
TO ALL RESPONDENTS OF THE ABOVE 
ENTITLED ACTION TAKE NOTICE that a 
pleading against you has been filed in the 
above-entitled action. The nature of the relief 
sought is as follows: Petition for Partition of 
the property known as Tax Parcel ID 0016650 
and located at 87 Greene Street, Taylorsville,  
Alexander County, NC, 28681. 
RESPONDENTS WILL FURTHER TAKE  
NOTICE that they are required to make a  
defense to such pleading no later than  
December 10, 2025 and upon failure to do so, 
the parties seeking service against you will  
apply to the Court for the relief sought. 
This the 22nd day of October, 2025.

Hailey E. Hawkins, Attorney for Petitioner
Stott, Hollowell, Windham, & Stancil, PLLC
401 E. Franklin Blvd., Gastonia 28054

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run dates: 10/31, 11/07, 11/14/2025

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
COUNTY OF CATAWBA, 

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION, 
BEFORE THE CLERK, 25-SP-170

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

RE: The Estate of
Ahmad Mohammad Al-Subagha; 

Danah Al-Subagha 
Petitioner

vs.
Dalal Al-Subagha, 

Gabriel Caleb Al-Subagha, and 
Kaylee Marie McConnell 

Respondents
TO ALL RESPONDENTS OF THE ABOVE 
ENTITLED ACTION TAKE NOTICE that a 
pleading against you has been filed in the 
above-entitled action. The nature of the relief 
sought is as follows: Petition for Partition of 
the property known as Tax Parcel 
ID 0043293 located at 224 14th Avenue SE, 
Hickory, Catawba County, NC, 28602. 
RESPONDENTS WILL FURTHER TAKE 
NOTICE that they are required to make 
a defense to such pleading no later than  
December 10, 2025 and upon failure to do 
so, the parties seeking service against you 
will apply to the Court for the relief sought. 
This the 22nd day of October, 2025.
Hailey E. Hawkins, Attorney for Petitioner
Stott, Hollowell, Windham, & Stancil, PLLC
401 E. Franklin Blvd., Gastonia 28054

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit 
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after November 24, 2025 
by public or private sale to satisfy a 
lien for towing, storage, and all other 
fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 10/31, 11/07, 11/14/2025

2010 CHEVROLET EQUINOX 
Vin #2CNFLEEW3A6377096

2010 DODGE CHARGER 
Vin #2B3CA3CVXAH204144

2024 ZHILONG ST 
Vin #HZ2TBCNF4R1007497
2011 CHEVROLET IMPALA 
Vin #2G1WB5EK8B1207795

2008 HONDA CIVIC 
Vin #2HGFA16578H330663

2021 FREIGHTLINER CASCADIA 
Vin #3AKJHHDRXMSMH3437

2014 FORD F150 
Vin #1FTFX1EF1EKF50022

2007 HONDA CIVIC 
Vin #2HGFG12897H551078

2009 VOLKSWAGEN TIGUAN 
Vin #WVGAV75N19W517543

2005 HONDA CRV 
Vin #SHSRD77825U337478

2022 YONGFU YN50QT 
Vin #LL0TCAPH6NG012972

2011 HONDA CN250 (HELIX) 
Vin #JH2MF020X1K601605
2020 SUBARU OUTBACK 
Vin #4S4BTALC7L3240575

2007 MITSUBISHI FUSO FM64F 
Vin #JL6DHM1E87K016707

2012 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 
Vin #1GCRKSE75CZ330977

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run dates: 10/31, 11/07, 11/14/2025

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
COUNTY OF LINCOLN, 

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION, 
BEFORE THE CLERK, 25-SP-80

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

RE: The Estate of
Ahmad Mohammad Al-Subagha; 

Danah Al-Subagha 
Petitioner

vs.
Dalal Al-Subagha, 

Gabriel Caleb Al-Subagha, and 
Kaylee Marie McConnell 

Respondents

Hailey E. Hawkins, Attorney for Petitioner
Stott, Hollowell, Windham, & Stancil, PLLC
401 E. Franklin Blvd., Gastonia 28054

TO ALL RESPONDENTS OF THE ABOVE 
ENTITLED ACTION TAKE NOTICE that a 
pleading against you has been filed in the 
above-entitled action. The nature of the relief  
sought is as follows: Petition for Partition 
of the property known as Tax Parcel ID 
27811 and located at 2562 Pickwick Place,  
Lincolnton, Lincoln County, NC, 28092.
RESPONDENTS WILL FURTHER TAKE 
NOTICE that they are required to make 
a defense to such pleading no later than  
December 10, 2025 and upon failure to do 
so, the parties seeking service against you 
will apply to the Court for the relief sought. 
This the 22nd day of October, 2025.

Run date: 11/07/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P5587EA

Estate of
PAUL ALLEN WILLIAMSON

Also known as:
PAUL WILLIAMSON

Date of Death: August 26, 2025
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 

Appointment of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Joseph Cavallaro of Peabody, 
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Joseph 
Cavallaro of Peabody, MA be appointed  
as Personal Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 11/21/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 24, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

which means, more likely than 
not, he started 42-43 games 
and he never gave up.

What I don’t like is the fact 
that baseball is now ending 
in November. At one time the 
whole World Series was over 
by October 4, maybe October 
5th. The postseason is totally 
ridiculous and all about money, 
money, money.

Thank God I was alive to see 
real baseball back in the 60s 
and 70s. I saw baseball like it 
was supposed to be played. I 
don’t think we’ll ever go back 
to those days.

Mookie Betts Wins
Roberto Clemente Award
I wished the Red Sox never 

let Mookie get away but they 
did. I don’t wanna re-hash 
that again. It was a mistake 
by the Cheapskates Mentality 
with the Red Sox ownership. 
The Clemente Award goes to 
the player who is honored for 
his contributions on and off 
the field. In 2021, he founded 
the 5050 Foundation to help 
underserved youth with their 
mental and emotional health, 
nutrition, financial literacy and 
physical fitness. As an aside, 
back in January, Betts donated 

Yogi Uniform
Going for One Million

Here is a real catch for a 
Yankees fan. Yogi Berra’s game-
worn 1947 New York Yankees 
rookie jersey is on the auction 
block and could fetch upwards 
of one million smackaroos. The 
sale of this uniform which was 
rescued from the Boys & Girls 
Club in East Harlem won’t be 
over until the fat lady sings over 
at the Grey Flannel Auctions’ 
Holiday Auction on November 
16. The record sale for a sports 
jersey is $24.12 million for a 
1932 Babe Ruth World Series 
jersey.

Well, I Was Getting
Scared for a While But

The Dodgers started off badly 
and eventually fell behind 
the eight ball when, after five 
games, they were 2-3 against 
the Blue Jays. They simply 
refused to give up and, like 
Yogi Berra often said, “It ain’t 
over until it’s over.” And it 
wasn’t over because the final 
two games were in Toronto. The 
Dodgers would have to sweep 
both games and sweep they did.

I predicted before the start of 
the World Series that it would 
go all seven games and it did. 
These Dodgers today remind 
me of the Sixties when they 
had Sandy Koufax and Don 
Drysdale. Who was better than 
Koufax? And Drysdale could 
eat up innings like nobody else. 
On one season he went 19-19 

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit 
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after December 01, 2025 
by public or private sale to satisfy a 
lien for towing, storage, and all other 
fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 11/07, 11/14, 11/21/2025

2006 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 
Vin #KMHDN46D16U206638

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY 
Vin #4T1BF32KX6U117914

2007 DODGE CALIBER 
Vin #1B3HB48B57D374151

1999 FORD E150 
Vin #1FTRE1426XHB82583

2016 CHEVROLET EQUINOX 
Vin #2GNFLFEK8G6101214

2003 TOYOTA CAMRY 
Vin #4T1BE32K53U147241

2008 FORD E350 
Vin #1FBSS31L48DB19773

2006 MERCURY MOUNTAINEER 
Vin #4M2EU48886UJ07143
2007 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 

Vin #KMHDU46D07U252515

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 11/07/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C1092CA

In the Matter of 
TABITHA NELSON

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has 
been filed by Tabitha Nelson of Robins Afb, 
GA requesting that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: Tabitha Nelson 
Giddings Rose.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of November 21, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: October 24, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

over $30,000 in Nike apparel 
to victims of the deadly Los 
Angeles wildfires.

I Have to Say
I Never Was a Fan of
“Manny Being Manny!

Manny Ramirez is reportedly 
still looking for a hitting coach 
job. No word yet on how his  
job search is going. On paper 
he looks great: 555 home runs. 
.312 batting average; but never 
a favorite of mine. I wish him 
no ill, but he wouldn’t be my 
first choice for a hitting coach. 
“Manny Being Manny” never 
went over well with many Red 
Sox fans. He could have been 
that much better with a bet-
ter attitude. What say you out 
there? Let me know at sal. 
giarratani@gmail.com.

Happy Birthday to
Coco Crisp

Former Red Sox outfielder 
Coco Crisp just turned 46 and 
played parts of 15 seasons in 
the majors from 2002 to 2016 
and was with the Sox from 
2006-2008.

Can I tell you every time I 
am shopping over at Shaw’s, I 
always think of him pushing my 
shopping cart down the cereal 
aisle though. 

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 11/07/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C1104CA

In the Matter of 
NICOLAS JACOB AL-FERZLY

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has 
been filed by Nicolas Jacob Al-Ferzly of 
Burlington, MA requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name to: Nicolas 
Jacob Ferzly.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of November 19, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: October 23, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 11/07/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0783CA

In the Matter of 
ESTHER MUWANGUZI

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Minor has 
been filed by Esther Muwanguzi of Everett, MA 
requesting that the court enter a Decree chang-
ing their name to: Eloy Muwanguzi Najjemba.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of December 17, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: October 22, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Your Ad 
Could Go 

Here

For information about 
advertising in  

the Post-Gazette, call 
617-227-8929.
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Boxing        Ringside
WITH BOBBY FRANKLINWITH BOBBY FRANKLIN  

Paul Pender

Johnny Bratton

Carman Basilio
Tony DeMarco

Rocky Marciano

Bob Foster
Willie Pastrano

Effren Torres

Striking a Pose on the Speedbag

by Richard Preiss

HOOPS and HOCKEY in the HUB

There are many ways to win or 
lose a game but often people fo-
cus on the ending of the contest 
rather than the complete event 
that took place before their eyes.

In fact, what takes place over 
the course of an entire game is 
what usually determines a victor 
— not a last second shot or of-
ficial’s call in the final moments 
of a contest.

Thus it was that the Celtics 
lost to the Utah Jazz by the slim 
margin of 105-103 at the Garden 
back on November 3, giving the 
Green a 3-5 record for that early 
portion of the season.

But it was the closing moments 
that received the most attention 
when Celtics star Jaylen Brown 
was called for a foul in the clos-
ing moments, causing a turnover 
that gave the ball possession and 
the victory to the Jazz.

Yes, if the Celtics had scored a 
three-point shot at that juncture 
they would have won the game. 
Or, even if they had scored a 
two-pointer, they would have 
sent the proceedings into a five-
minute overtime.

But that did not happen.
No, the reason the Celtics 

lost was revealed in the final 
box score. Over the course of 
the entire game, the Celtics at-
tempted 51 three-point shots — 
and they made only 11 of them. 
That resulted in a woeful 21.6 
percentage. And that is why they 
lost the game.

That display from beyond the 
arc was the worst shooting per-
centage of any NBA team that 
attempted 50 or more three-point 
shots in a game in the entire his-
tory of the three-point shot which 
began on October 12,1979.

That was the night that Celt-
ics player (and later head coach) 
Chris Ford made the first three-
point shot in league history, 
hitting from beyond the arc with 
three minutes and 49 seconds 
remaining in the first quarter 
against Houston in Boston’s 
season opener at the original 
Garden.

The NBA credited Ford with 
making the first three-pointer in 
league history due to the contest 
“being the first game according 
to start time” that night.

Thus, the low shooting per-
centage against the Jazz is cer-
tainly not a record to be proud 
of, given that teams have been 
attempting three-pointers over 
the 46 years the offensive play 
has been in effect.

But those same Houston 
Rockets who furnished the op-
position when Chris Ford made 
that first three-pointer over 
four and a half decades ago, 
made the three-point record 
books on their own when they 
attempted 70 in a game against 
the Brooklyn Nets on January 
16, 2019. Three nights later they 
attempted 68 against the Los 
Angeles Lakers.

And, although the 51 attempts 
by the Celtics against the Jazz 
may seem high, the C’s are no 
strangers to liking the lure of the 
three-point shot.

In fact, just last season the 
Celtics set the current NBA 
record for teams when shooting 
three-pointers, averaging 48.2 
shots from the long distance.

That has continued into the 
early stages of the current sea-
son with the C’s averaging a 
league-leading 47.8 attempts 

through the first eight games.
Four times just last season 

(2024-2025) the Celtics put on 
several very prolific long-range 
displays, attempting 63 against 
Oklahoma City on March 12, 
launching 62 against Memphis 
on March 31 and firing up 61 
against Toronto on November 16 
and another 61 when they faced 
the New York Knicks on Octo-
ber 22. Those efforts resulted 
in victories against the Knicks, 
Toronto and Memphis but a 
setback against Oklahoma City.

During the 2023-2024 NBA 
championship regular season, 
the Celtics had a success rate 
of 38.8 percent when shooting 
three-pointers across all 82 
games. In the four rounds of the 
playoffs they made 275 three-
point shots, a percentage of 36.0.

Thus the Celtics in recent 
times have made a practice of 
incorporating the three-point 
shot as a central feature of their 
offense.

Decades ago, when Jim 
O’Brien was coach of the team, 
the Celtics of that era adopted 
a similar strategy. It came to be 
called “living and dying by the 
three.” When it works, it can 
yield much success, but when 
it does not, then setbacks often 
are the result.

And yes, even in this era of pro-
lific three-point shot attempts, 
there is occasionally the oppo-
site–the game where a team does 
not attempt a three-point shot.

The last time that occurred in 
an NBA game was on April 11, 
2023 when the Portland Trail 
Blazers reverted to “classic” bas-
ketball style and did not attempt 
a single three-pointer in their 
game against Toronto.

There was one night, however, 
when the Celtics missed all 
of their three-point shots and 
wound up with a zero percentage 
in that category.

That came on March 7, 2012 
when the C’s played at Philadel-
phia. The Celtics attempted only 
eight three-pointers and missed 
all of them as the 76ers came 
away with a 103-71 victory.

The Celtics have scored lower 
than 71 many times but most of 
those occurred in the late 1940s 
and throughout the 1950s.

Think back over the course of 
the entire game the next time 
you see one come down to the 
final seconds. How many three-
point shots were missed over 
the course of the game? In addi-
tion, how many foul shots were 
missed? Remember they are 
called free throws for a reason–
there is no opposition to face.

How a team fares usually 
comes down to its performance 
across the entire game — not the 
final minute or so.

Every team and coaching staff 
has two objectives: to win the 
game and also to win by enough 
of a margin so that last minute 
miracle shots by opponents or 
calls that don’t go your way do 
not matter because of the lead 
you have built up.

The Celtics lost to Utah be-
cause of their poor three-point 
shooting across the entire game, 
not because of what occurred 
in the game’s final moments. If 
they had made one more three-
point shot out of the 40 that they 
missed, they would have left the 
court as victors, not as victims of 
their own poor shooting.




