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Who Remembers the Movie “Z”?
Back when I was a college student in the late  

’60s, early ’70s, I used to go to the Exeter Theatre 
near the Pru Center to see a number of foreign films. 
I remember seeing Z about the Military Junta that 
took over Greece from 1967-74 which overthrew  
the government and ruthlessly ruled for almost 7 
years.

It was a French movie with English subtitles 
concerning the fight for freedom and the violently 
quashed student uprisings in 1973 that helped topple 
the junta that ruled the nation and return democracy 
to the nation that gave birth to democracy in the 
first place.

I recently saw it again and it sent just as powerful 
message. Thousands of Greeks recently marched 
through Athens last week to mark the anniversary of 
the fight to reclaim democracy for the Greek people 
and to honor those student uprising demanding their 
democracy back. In this year’s anniversary march, 
young people held a blood-stained flag belonging to 
the young people engaged in the 1973 report.

Man Hid Birds in Undies
A man has been indicted on a federal smuggling 

charge for allegedly attempting to cross the U.S. border 
with heavily sedated, endangered species of parakeets 
in his underwear. He was about to cross over when a 
Customs and Border Protection officer “noticed a bulge 
in the man’s groin area,” stated the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in the southern district of California.

Clergy Abuse Probe Release
Seton Hall University has been ordered to release a 

massive 20,000-page internal probe it conducted on 
clergy sex abuse at the Catholic college — a report the 

Boston … for the 53rd year, the North 
End Athletic Association will bring Santa 
to visit the residents of the North End. 
Santa will arrive by helicopter on Sunday 
December 14, 2025 at 12:30pm at the 
Christopher Columbus Park on Atlantic 
Avenue.

Miss Massachusetts Perianne Caron, 
Mickey Mouse, Minnie Mouse, Wally the 
Green Monster and Tessie of the Boston 
Red Sox, Blades of the Boston Bruins, 
Elsa and Anna, Darth Vader, Barbie 
and many other Christmas characters, 

along with Santa’s Elves will be joining 
the Parade.

Santa and all his friends will join the 
Annual Christmas Parade that makes its 
way through the streets of the North End. 
Spreading the Christmas cheer along the 
parade route will be the Boston Fireman’s 
Band, the Aleppo Shriners Units, the 
Italian American Band, the National 
Lancers of Massachusetts as well as 
the Marching Bands from Woburn High 
School, Medford High School and North 
Reading High School. 

53rd Annual

CHRISTMAS PARADE
Sunday December 14, 2025 ~ 12:30PM

Presented by the North End Athletic AssociationIn 2022, while running for 
Governor of Massachusetts, 
then Attorney General Maura 
Healey, during an interview on 
WBUR, spoke proudly about 
blocking natural gas pipelines 
into the state. “Remember, I 
stopped two gas pipelines from 
coming into this state,” while 
declaring her opposition to 
building new gas infrastructure 
in Massachusetts. When asked 
by the Boston Herald at a recent 
State House event if she thought 
her stoppage of the two gas 
pipelines into the state could 
be a contributing factor for the 
astronomical heating and energy 
costs facing Massachusetts resi-
dents, Healey did an about face 
claiming, “I didn’t do that.”

The Fiscal Alliance founda-
tion believe state mandated 
climate and energy programs 
are the reason Massachusetts 
electric bills have increased so 
deeply. Executive Director of the 
Foundation Paul Craney said 
Healey’s stoppage of natural 

Massachusetts Governor 
Maura Healey Changes Tune 

on Rising Energy Costs
by Patti Sartori

gas pipelines while serving as 
Attorney General of the Bay 
State, along with her guberna-
torial climate mandates are the 
reasons behind the sky-high 
electric costs. 

“She proudly boasted about 
that, about her shutting down 
any expansion of natural gas 
and shutting down the infra-
structure of natural gas. So, 
it’s her own words. As Attorney 
General, she stopped the flow 
of reliable, inexpensive natural 
gas into the region that would 
have benefited us now. This 
shouldn’t come as any surprise. 
It’s not like they are unaware of 
it. This was part of their plan,” 
Craney declared.

The Fiscal Alliance Founda-
tion report found the average 
monthly household electric bill 
increased from $113 in 2014 
to $204 in early 2025, nearly 
double the rate of inflation, and 
thanks to renewable mandates, 

NORTH END ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION IS A NON-PROFIT ASSOCIATION DEDICATED TO 
PROMOTE ATHLETIC, SOCIAL, EDUCATIONAL AND CIVIC ACTIVITY FOR OVER 60 YEARS

Santa Arrives by Helicopter
Bringing Christmas Greetings to Boston’s North End Residents
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ARES
Ares is next in our long list of 

primary and secondary mytho-
logical deities. He was wor-
shipped by the Greeks as their 
god of violence, brute force and 
the slaughter of war. As the 
offspring of Zeus and the god-
dess Hera, it is supposed that 
he inherited his quarrelsome 
temper from his mother. We are 
told that he delighted in nothing 
but war and bloodshed, and that 
this is what made him so hateful 
to the other gods. His favorite 
haunt was the land of those sav-
age, cruel, and rapacious early 
tribes of Thrace.

As the ideal of warlike heroes, 
Ares traveled around on foot or 
in a chariot drawn by beautiful 
horses, and was attended by his 
sister Eris, the goddess of strife. 
Eris was the greatest contributor 
to the discord that started the 
Trojan War. Eris is the one who 
threw a golden apple among the 
assembled goddesses. The apple 
was inscribed “For the fairest” 
and this is what started the 
quarrel between Hera, Athena, 
and Aphrodite for the prize. They 
referred the matter to a shep-
herd named Paris, for a decision 
and of course, he awarded the 
golden apple to Aphrodite after 
she promised to give him the 
fairest woman in the land for 
his wife. The abduction of Helen 
(Helen of Troy) and the ten-year 
Trojan War soon followed.

Ares had always been the 
friend and lover of Aphrodite. 
This union produced Eros, 
Anteros, Deimos, Phobos, and 
Harmonia, a brood or mixture 
that is hard to define. As Eros 
was the god of love, Anteros was 
the god of requited love, Deimos 
was the god of fear, Phobos, the 
god of fright, and Harmonia, 
the goddess of friendly rela-
tions. How would you like to sit 
down to dinner with that group 

Ludovisi  Ares,  Pentelic 
marble, Roman copy after a 
Greek original from ca. 320 
BC. Some restorations in 
Cararra marble by Gianlorenzo 
Bernini, 1622.

every night? I would certainly be 
frightened to carry on any kind 
of love or harmonious relation-
ship for fear that it would not 
be requited.

Ares was especially wor-
shipped in Sparta, where young 
dogs were sacrificed to him, and 
in Athens, where the site of the 
Areopagus (Hill of Ares) was 
consecrated to him. His symbols 
were the spear and the flaming 
torch, and we note that before 
trumpets were introduced, the 
signal for battle was given by 
hurling a flaming torch at the 
enemy.

This god was usually repre-
sented as young, strong, hand-
some and with curly hair. At 
times he was shown bearded 
while at other times, clean-
shaven. One of his most famous 
statues is sometimes identified 
with Mars, his Roman coun-
terpart. This sculpture was in 
the Ludovisi Museum (Italy). 
But in 1901 and 1902, that 
collection was added to the 
already rich Natural Museum of 
Rome, located in the old Baths 
of Diocletian. The sculptured 
piece shows the young god in a 
seated position, and it is called 
“Ares Resting” or “Mars Resting” 
depending upon whether the 
viewer is Greek or Italian.

NEXT ISSUE:
Mars, the Roman god of War

Only one item was on the NEWRA Zoning Sub-Committee 
Meeting last week, but it still drew a large crowd of interested 
residents and property owners. Making their presentation were 
the owners of 97 Salem Street, Robert Regnetta and Peter Alfe. The 
applicants propose to erect five additional stories (six stories total) 
onto the current one story, stand-alone building, while remaining 
within the 55' height limit. 

The previous proposal, a 14-room boutique hotel, was met with 
hostile feedback from the community earlier this year, pushing 
the owners to revert back to a residential plan. Regnetta stated 
this site has been before the neighborhood a number of times over 
the past twenty-five years and has been continually voted down, 
creating a lot of economical harm to him and his partner, while 
other nearby projects have been approved.

The ground level is slated to be retail/commercial space, not a 
restaurant, with each floor housing a 1,200 square foot unit. The 
building will have an elevator, two means of egress, and each of the 
owners, Regnetta and Alfe, say they plan to be owner occupants, 
and live on the top two floors, with each residing in a duplex.

Many of the abutting property owners and abutting residents 
attended the meeting, asking questions and explaining their con-
cerns over loss of air and light, especially on the Parmenter Street 
side. It seems the 55-foot height isn’t an issue but the depth of 
the proposed building, which would go as far back as the former 
North End Union and current apartment building, exactly flush 
with their side wall, is a major concern . A number of buildings 
and apartments on Parmenter Street will lose air and light, with 
only six to eight feet between certain windows. 

Upon recommendation of the NEWRA sub-committee, the 
full membership will vote on the proposal at the next meet-
ing, Thursday, December 11, 6:30 p.m., at the Nazzaro Center, 
30 North Bennet Street. The applicants stated they have not yet 
applied for a Zoning Board of Appeal hearing.

North End Waterfront Neighborhood 
Association (NEWRA)

Hosts Monthly Zoning Meeting

Determined not to travel down 
the same unsuccessful road 
as two years ago, rent control 
supporters went into overdrive 
while gathering the neces-
sary amount of signatures to 
appear on the 2026 ballot. The 
campaign leading the charge 
to establish rent control across 
Massachusetts says it has gath-
ered a surplus of signatures 
ahead of the deadline.

Homes for All Massachusetts, 
the coalition behind the latest 
“Keep Massachusetts Home” ini-
tiative, said it collected124,000 
raw signatures, well above the 
74, 575 certified signatures 

Signature Drive for
Massachusetts Rent Control Ballot Question

Gathers Overwhelming Amount of Signatures
by Patti Sartori

needed move the propel to the 
next step. The proposal would 
cover all cities and town in 
Massachusetts. It would limit 
annual rent increases for most 
units to either the annual 
Consumer Price Index increase 
or 5 percent, whichever is lower. 
It would use the rent increase 
of January 31, 2026 as the 
baseline for future changes. The 
previous rent control law, was 
abolished via a ballot question 
in 1994.

Advocates believe the new 
policy is vital to combatting 
the current housing crisis and 
would protect renters from 

sudden rent increases. The pro-
posal exempt owner-occupied 
buildings with four or fewer 
units and would not apply to 
new construction until the 
building is at least ten years old.

Real estate groups were 
unsuccessful in their attempts 
to have Massachusetts Attorney 
General Andrea Campbell to 
block the measure and are gear-
ing up for a high-profile fight. 
Opponents argue rent control 
would suppress badly needed 
housing production and conflict 
with constitutional protections 
for property owners. The risks 
of this ballot question for our 
economy cannot be overstated. 
It is not an opt in. This question 
creates the most restrictive rent 
control program in the entire 
United States and forces it on 
every city and town across the 
Commonwealth. It will unques-
tionably make our housing 
crisis worse and significantly 
reduce the supply of qual-
ity homes on the rental mar-
ket,” the Greater Boston Real 
Estate Board, Massachusetts 
Association of Realtors and 
NAIOP Massachusetts said in 
a statement.

Local election officials must 
cert i fy  s ignatures before 
campaigns submit them to 
the Secretary of State by 
December 3, 2025. 

Arial View of 97 Salem Street and surrounding buildings as 
they pertain to the proposed six story development.
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Lighting of the Ship at Martin’s Park
Saturday, November 29, 5:00–6:00 p.m. 

64 Sleeper Street, South Boston
The fourth annual lighting of the ship at Martin’s Park celebra-

tion will be held at the Smith Family Waterfront. Martin’s Park 
is a climate-resilient park built in memory of Martin W. Richard 
— the youngest victim of the Boston Marathon bombings — that 
provides a space for children, families, and visitors of all abilities. 
The park includes a ship as the centerpiece of its play structures 
that will be lit for the holidays. 

Copley Square Tree Lighting
Monday, December 1, 4:00 p.m.

Please join us in celebrating the grand reopening of Copley 
Square Park and our annual tree lighting.

The Boston Parks and Recreation Department will host the 
annual Copley Square Tree Lighting starting at 4 p.m. on Monday, 
December 1, presented in partnership with the Friends of Copley 
Square, BXP, Sasaki, and Fairmont Copley Plaza.

This free event is sponsored by H.P. Hood LLC with additional 
support from Drake’s Cakes. The celebration will feature guided 
tour of the newly renovated Copley Square, arts & crafts, appear-
ances by Santa Claus and Rudolph along with musical perfor-
mances by vocalist Joelle James, the Boston Children’s Chorus 
and Symphonic of Emerson College. After the event attendees 
are invited to enjoy cookies and pictures with Santa in Fairmont 
Copley Plaza at 6:00 p.m.

Boston Common Tree Lighting
Thursday, December 4, 6:00–8:00 p.m. 

Boston Common
Mayor Michelle Wu, the Bos-

ton Parks and Recreation De-
partment, together with our 
title sponsor The Province of 
Nova Scotia will host Boston’s 
signature holiday celebration, 
the 84th annual Boston Com-
mon Tree Lighting, on Thurs-
day, December 4, from 6:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in Boston 
Common, adjacent to the Visi-
tor’s Information Center at 139 
Tremont Street. 

The event is supported by 
title sponsor Province of Nova Scotia and media partners WCVB 
Channel 5 and The Boston Globe. Other sponsors include present-
ing sponsor, Amazon, signature sponsor, Meet Boston, and key 
sponsors, Constellation Power and JetBlue.

WCVB Channel 5’s Chronicle anchors will host Channel 5’s live 
broadcast of the event beginning at 7:00 p.m.

The holiday lights throughout both parks will light up in se-
quence shortly before 8:00 p.m. when Mayor Wu is joined onstage 
by Santa Claus and Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.

A sampling village will feature giveaways and refreshments from 
H.P Hood and several other companies while supplies last.

Sponsors of the “Make the Common Glow for the Holidays” who 
make the lighting of the Common and Public Garden possible in-
clude The Lynch Family Foundation (Silver Tier Sponsor), GreyStar 
(Bronze Tier Sponsor) along with other sponsors to be named soon.

Immediately following the celebration on the Boston Common, 
Mayor Michelle Wu, the Friends of the Public Garden, and the 
Committee to Light Commonwealth Avenue Mall will  flip the switch 
to light up Commonwealth Avenue Mall. 

Please call 617-635-4505 for more information about the  
festivities. To stay up to date with news and events in Boston 
parks, sign up for the email list  and follow the social channels  
@bostonparksdept on X, Facebook, and Instagram.

CITY OF BOSTON ANNOUNCES
2025 Holiday Lightings

J o a n  M e m m o l o ,  a 
lifelong resident of Revere, 
passed away peacefully 
on November 21, 2025. 
Joan was the beloved 
wife of the late Salvatore 
“Salvy” Memmolo and the 
cherished daughter of the 
late Andrew Russo and 
Ella (Picariello). She was 
also the devoted daughter-
in-law of the late Angelo 
and Giovanna Memmolo.

A woman whose heart 
knew no limits, Joan was 
the loving mother of three 
daughters who were her greatest joy: JoAnn 
Giuffrida and her husband Anthony of 
Saugus, Andrea Pagano and her husband 
Robert of Lynnfield, and Sally Ann Teebagy 
and her husband Jason of Revere. She was 
the dear sister of the late Irene Littlefield.

Joan’s love extended deeply into her 
growing family. She was a devoted 
grandmother to Ashley and Russell; 
Alexandra and Marc; Tayla; Robert and 
Ashley; Nicole; Frank and Christina; 
Amanda; Kaylee; Jason and Ava. She was 
also a doting great-grandmother to Emilia, 
Robert, and Leo. Her warm presence and 
boundless affection will continue to live on 
through each of them.

She was a treasured aunt to Cindy 
and Michael, Joanne, Angelo, Ralph, and  
Debi, and a caring sister-in-law to 
Alessandro and Emmanuela Memmolo, and 

Pat and Dolly Memmolo. 
Joan also leaves behind 
many loving cousins and 
countless friends whose 
lives she touched with her 
generosity and spirit.

A  l i f e l o n g  R e v e r e 
resident, Joan was the 
proud owner of Continental 
Cleaners in East Boston, 
where she built not just 
a business, but lasting 
friendships. If you were 
fortunate enough to know 
Joan, you had a friend for 
life — someone who would 

feed you, laugh with you, support you, and 
make you feel at home. She adored all 
things that sparkled and shined, but nothing 
shimmered brighter to her than her family.

Family and friends will honor Joan’s 
beautiful life by gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home in East Boston 
on Sunday,  November 30th,  from  
3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

A Funeral Mass celebrating her life will 
be held at St. Anthony of Padua Church 
in Revere on Monday, December 1st at 
11:00 a.m.

Services will conclude with Joan being 
laid to rest beside her beloved husband 
Salvy at Woodlawn Cemetery in Everett.

Joan’s legacy of love, warmth, and 
unwavering kindness will remain in the 
hearts of all who were blessed to know her. 
May her memory be eternal.

Joan Memmolo (Russo) 

The St.  Joseph Society 
members continue to extend 
their generosity and support 
to those in need. Located on 
Hanover Street, in Boston’s 
North End, members gathered 
this past week to assemble 
and deliver delicious home 
cooked Thanksgiving dinners 
to a variety of organizations 
and locations in the North End 
and surrounding communities, 
including St. Stephens Church, 
Casa Maria, Blossom Court, 
Coalition of Veterans and Court 
Street Veterans Shelter.

St. Joseph Society of Boston
Extends Helping Hand at Thanksgiving

The St. Joseph Society, 
founded in 1925 by Sicilian 
immigrants from Riesi, Sicily, 
embraces and encourages 
assistance to the less fortunate 
while offering support to those 
in need. Thank you to all who 
volunteered their time and 
effort in making this endeavor 
a success!

(L to R): Jimmy Kalinoski, Mimi Geloso, John Meal, Joe Russo, Jimmy Martorano, Marni 
Martorano, Xavier Cueras and Robert Reynolds begin to assemble home cooked Thanksgiving 
meals for donation to local agencies and organizations.

Ernesto Caparrotta and 
Mimi Geloso are thankful for 
the support of their fellow  
St. Joseph Socity members.
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Every year, I unfailingly hear 
the same refrain uttered from 
the lips of exasperated cowork-
ers and family members: “The 
Christmas season starts earlier 
and earlier each year!” This 
nebulous phenomenon is actu-
ally known as Christmas creep, 
and it can be a real pain for 
those of us who wish to enjoy 
each season slowly, watching 
it unfurl naturally. I remember 
staring in shock at a com-
mercial featuring Santa Claus 
which aired a few weeks before 
Halloween, and marveling at the 
boxes of Christmas lights that 
stocked store shelves before the 
last jack-o-lanterns or witches’ 
hats made their way to the 
storage room. Then, of course, 
comes Black Friday, the day of 
long lines snaking out of depart-
ment stores at the wee hours 
of the morning and crowds 
jostling to find the perfect deal. 
I try to avoid the rampant com-
mercialization of Christmas. My 
Black Friday tradition involves a 
refusal to set foot in any store; 
instead, I spend a quiet day 
watching television, grading 
papers or eating sushi with my 
husband. I prefer to settle into 
the Christmas season calmly 
and organically, savoring it 
with the same appreciation as 
a cup of velvety eggnog. For this 
reason, I am especially thankful 
that the calendar sets aside a 
special time devoted to waiting, 
a value which too often seems 
lost in our fast-paced world. 
This period of reflective spiritu-
ality is known as Advent, and it 
brims with its own fascinating 
customs and traditions as it 
patiently ushers in the joyful 
Christmas holiday.

Advent, which begins on 
November 30th this year, 
stretches across the four weeks 
prior to Christmas. The mean-
ing of this deeply significant 
time period has changed con-
siderably from its medieval 
roots. In the early days of 
Christianity, Advent meant 

spiritual cleansing in prepa-
ration for Christmas. It was 
time set aside for fasting, and 
vestiges of this practice can 
be seen in the many European 
cultures, including the Italian, 
which serve seafood rather than 
meat during the traditional 
Christmas Eve dinner. However, 
modern Advent celebrations 
focus more on the delightful 
anticipation for Christmas. This 
forms the symbolic crux of the 
Advent wreath. Every Sunday 
during Advent, someone lights 
one of the four candles — three 
purples, one pink — on the 
wreath until they all burn 
radiantly on the last Sunday 
of the season. These luminous 
candles cut through the dark 
nights of winter and reference 
the reemergence of light at 
Christmas, religiously through 
the birth of Jesus, and meta-
phorically through the slowly 
lengthening days after the 
winter solstice. I honor Advent 
with several quaint family tradi-
tions. My husband and I light 
a candle on our Advent wreath 
every Sunday, accompanied 
by the reading of an appropri-
ate Bible verse and the sing-
ing of an Advent carol like “O 
Come Emmanuel.” When we 
visit his parents, we attach 
a special ornament to an old 
cloth Advent calendar that they 
have held for years. On the 
first Sunday of Advent, I set 
out my Christmas decorations 
and begin baking my holiday 
cookies as well. These customs 
instill in me a keen eagerness 
for the Christmas festivities 
while still allowing me to revel in 
the unique delights of Advent.

During Advent, I also pause 
to remember my father’s child-
hood memories of the Christmas 
season in Italy. Advent had a 
rustic and simple charm in his 
hometown of Sulmona, nestled 
in the mountains of the Abruzzi 
region, and every tradition 
was imbued with a profound 
sense of holiness. Bagpipe 

players known as zampognari, 
decked out in folkloric garb, still 
descend from the frosty moun-
tain pasture to the haunting 
tune of their ancient Christmas 
melodies. They make their way 
to Rome and stay there until 
the Italian Christmas season 
ends on the holiday of the 
Epiphany. Throughout Advent, 
presepi, the quintessential 
Italian Christmas decoration, 
begin to appear throughout 
the whole country. Presepi, 
or Nativity scenes, adorn pri-
vate homes, city plazas, and 
village squares, sometimes 
with live actors portraying the 
members of the Holy Family. 
These Nativities form such an 
indispensable part of Italian 
Christmas celebrations in part 
because they were created by 
the country’s beloved patron 
saint, St. Francis of Assisi. My 
father always remembered with 
great love and nostalgia the 
enormous presepio he helped 
construct in his town church, 
replete with moss and running 
water. Finally, Advent signals 
the arrival of the ubiquitous 
Christmas markets in Italy. 
These enchanting bazaars grace 
nearly every Italian city, with 
the most famous located in 
Piazza Navona in Rome. Stalls 
burst with Christmas orna-
ments, toys and edible treats, 
all to the soundtrack of per-
formers and musicians enter-
taining the shoppers. Tourists 
line up to try famous fruit-
studded Christmas breads like 
panettone and panforte. These 
markets are just one of many 
customs which add to the magi-
cal charm of an Italian Advent, 
a season which excitedly awaits 
the arrival of Christmas while 
also commemorating the spiri-
tuality of the holiday.

I realize that it can be all too 
easy — and frustrating — to get 
caught up in the frenzied rush 
which frequently characterizes 
the holiday season. The inces-
sant drone of commercials and 
the overwhelming surge of peo-
ple in a crowded mall can either 
propel us to buy more and more 
material goods, or rather hide 
away at home. However, by 
honoring Advent, we give our-
selves a reprieve from the holi-
day turmoil. This period shines 
with the themes of anticipation, 
light and the humble pleasures 
of a Christmas season spent 
with loved ones. It is a time 
for waiting, for shivering with 
the hope that soon light will 
break through the dark winter 
evenings and that the world will 
unite with love and joy. This 
Advent, always be sure to focus 
on the real pleasures of the holi-
day — all which are symbolic, 
communal, spiritual — rather 
than the commercialism, and 
always keep faithfully anticipat-
ing the light to come. 

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz 
is a high school history teacher. 
She appreciates any comments 
and suggestions about Italian 
ho l idays and fo lk lore  a t 
adicenso89@gmail.com.

As someone who grew up in 
the South End/lower Roxbury 
neighborhood back in the ’50s 
and ’60s, I have been keenly 
aware of the on-going social 
tragedy, we all now have been 
watching political stagnation 
down at Mass & Cass for too 
many years now. City Hall 
politics continue on what to 
do about both the violence 
and drug use that continues 
unabated. Politicians show up, 
make endless speeches, throw 
out the usual soundbites for 
the evening news and then 
walk away from it all. I guess  
as long as they look good or 
sound good, they have done 
their jobs.

Kudos to South Ender Brian 
McCarter for standing up for 
his neighborhood under siege 
(A Fight to shine light on crisis, 
Boston Herald, November 12). 
He doesn’t let inaction get a 
free ride. Why are city agencies 
so obstinate in responding to 
requests for needed information 
and as McCarter pointed out, 
also so reluctant in providing 
transparency with raw data too?

Obviously, the city alone 
hasn’t done much about the 
squalor conditions eye wit-
nessed on a daily basis by 
nearby residents of this site 
and by the thousands daily 
who drive past this despicable 
situation.

Quote to Note
“Actions speak louder than words.”

— Anonymous
Kudos to South End resident 

Brian McCarter for stepping up 
into the gap and demanding 
that he and others in the com-
munity be properly provided 
information being sought by 
community members or City 
Hall to listen to neighbors who 
bear the brunt of it.

Is anyone surprised by the 
spillover outside that one busy 
intersection? Of course this 
cancerous sight has metasta-
sized into other nearby areas 
such as Washington Street and 
Melnea Cass too. It is time for 
city officials to involve the com-
munity in fixing this problem 
rather than just talking out 
loud, talking to them, with them 
or at them.

As someone who grew up 
on East Springfield Street, I 
remember what this neighbor-
hood was like. Much of what is 
happening today had already 
started back in the ’60s when I 
still lived there. 

When it comes to crime, as 
a retired police officer, I attest 
to the value of the so-called 
“Broken Windows” strategy. 
We are witnessing today the 
constant growth of a bad situ-
ation because it should have 
been recognized and addressed 
years ago before it turned into 
what we have today.

More Brian McCarters are 
needed today.

Don’t miss seeing “Santa Claus”
 “VIVA ST. AGRIPPINA
  JUST A MERRY GOOD TIME
 
 God Bless America

Tis The Season! Ho! Ho! Ho!
Merry Christmas

St. Agrippina DiMineo Benefit Society

30th Annual
Christmas Program for

North End Children Only
SANTA CLAUS IS COMING WITH GIFTS FOR

ALL THE NICE BOYS & GIRLS.

on Sunday, December 14th from 12:00 to 2:00 pm
at St. Agrippina’s Chapel at 459 Hanover Street

	 H All who wish to attend please call 617-363-2678 between November   
  19 and December 7th. To confirm you must supply your child’s name, age, 
  gender, address and phone number so that we can report to Santa’s elves.

 H	 Please, you must confirm no later than December 7th. All children
  10 and under will receive a picture with Santa and a gift. Children must be 
  present & accompanied by an adult. Also: Face Painting, Balloons,
  Characters, Gift Bags. Please Bring a Camera!

	 H Saint Agrippina’s Christmas Program is for North End Residents Only.
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ESTATE JEWELRY

Bought & Sold
Jewelers Exch. Bldg. 

Jim (617) 263-7766
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Bricco
Boutique ItalianCuisine

241 Hanover St. • 617.248.6800

Maré
Seafood & Oyster Bar

223 Hanover St., 3 Mechanic St. • 617.723.MARE

Quattro
Grill, Rosticceria & Pizzeria
266 Hanover St. 617.720.0444

AquaPazza
Oyster Bar & Italian Kitchen

135 Richmond St. • 857-350-3105

Trattoria Il Panino
Boston’s 1st Original Trattoria
11 Parmenter St. • 617.720.1336

Assaggio
Positano Cuisine Restaurant • Lounge

29 Prince St. Boston • 617-865-1265

Umbria
Steakhouse & mia Roof Deck
250 Hanover St. • 617-868-1265 

Dolce
Italian Cafe with 33 Flavors of Tiramisu

272 Hanover St.

umbria
Italian steakhouse

& mia
              ROOF DECK

Last week St. John School in the North End of Boston coordi-
nated with St. Lucy Society and St. Anthony’s Feast Society to 
collect and donate a massive 2,000 items of food to NEW Health. 
These groups went above and beyond in their generosity and in 
ensuring that their neighbors would be well taken care of this 
holiday season.

An additional thank you to the elected officials, including State 
Representative Aaron Michlewitz, State Senator Lydia Edwards, 
District 1 Boston City Councilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata and 
At-Large Councilor Henry Santana, for their support and for join-
ing in to thank the students for all their hard work 

Extremely Successful
St. John School Food Drive

New Health held their annual Thanksgiving 
Meals To-Go Distribution last week setting a 
new record with over two hundred meals given 
out. A special thank you to all of the sponsors, 
including Coldwell Banker in the North End, 

NEW Health Distributes Thanksgiving Meals
whose generosity helped the agency meet the 
extra need this year. 

The tradition has become a really great way 
for the health center to continue giving back to 
the patients. A huge shout out of gratitude to 
the dedicated staff who gave up their time to 
make the event a success. The community is 
very fortunate to have such an amazing team at 
NEW Health.

It was a Thanksgiving Feast 
for North End seniors as the 
group joined together to cel-
ebrate with one another. Thank 

Thanksgiving Festivities

NEW Health volunteers slicing pies for meal 
packages

NEW Health enployees loading the van with 
Thanksgiving meals

Enjoying a sweet treat after a 
delicious lunch.

Volunteer Server Samantha 
Peracchi, Liason to District 
1 City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta Zpapat 

The 20th Annual EdVestors award ceremony 
took place at Fenway Park. Over three hundred 
community leaders, students, educators and 
supporters were in attendance. The $100,000 
prize recognizes the schools, leaders, and teach-
ers who create and continuously improve learn-
ing environments where all students can thrive.

This year’s on the Move winner was the Bradley 
Elementary School in East Boston, serving over 
three hundred students. The Bradley’s improve-
ment has focused on implementing high-impact 
instructional strategies, fostering teacher col-
laboration, and cultivating an inclusive, wel-
coming environment. Over the past five years, 
the Bradley has also transformed its approach 
to instruction for English learners and students 
with disabilities, resulting in academic gains 

Bradley School in East Boston
Receives Prestigious Award

across all areas. In 2025, the Bradley made 81 
percent cumulative progress toward account-
ability targets, with the strongest growth and 
achievement in math, outpacing the district’s 
average progress toward accountability targets 
by over 30 percentage points.

“I am grateful to EdVestors for recognizing the 
Bradley Elementary School as this year’s School 
on the Move Prize winner, and we applaud all of 
the finalists for their leadership and continued 
progress. Their work is strengthening our city 
and opening doors of opportunity for students 
across Boston,” stated Mayor Michell Wu during 
the celebration.

Congratulations to all of the faculty and staff  
of the Bradley Elementary School on a job well 
done.

City of Boston Mayor Michelle Wu, Superintendant of Schools Mary Skipper, Bradley School 
Principal Claire Carney with elected officials and EdVestors representatives accepting the 
2025 On the Move award.                                            (Photo courtesy of the City of Boston)

you to State Representative 
Aaron Michlewitz, State Senator 
Lydia Edwards, ABCD and 
the Nazzaro Center for their 

assistance and generosity in 
making this such a joyful event.

Julia Power
Director of NE/WE ABCD
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Friends, Romans, Countrymen!
by Laura Carlo

On the walls of my Nonni’s 
Hanover Street apartment in 
Boston’s North End were family 
photographs, beautifully deco-
rated prayers to St. Anthony 
and the Madonna, and recogniz-
able prints of works by famous 
artists, including DaVinci’s The 
Last Supper and Michelangelo’s 
David. Nonno would say in 
Italian, “The Italians gave the 
world the greatest art!” And 
Nonna once told me, “The art-
ists and cooks ... they know 
what the rest of us need.” 

I think Nonni would have 
loved meeting Sergio Roffo, a 
world-renowned seascape artist 
who works primarily in oils. It is 
my pleasure to at least be able 
to introduce him to you.

If you ask the South Shore-
based artist where he’s from, 
you’ll get two legit answers — 
Italy and Boston. He was born 
in San Donato Val di Comino, a 
town nestled in the Apennines. 
In 1961, he immigrated to 
the U.S. with his mother and 
siblings to join his father and 
eldest brother, who had immi-
grated earlier and called them 
over. They settled in a mostly 
Italo-American section of the 
Brighton neighborhood where 
he learned English and went 
to school. 

Mr. Roffo told me that from 
childhood he’d always had a 
fascination with the “play of light 
and shadows.” He also discov-
ered early on that he could draw 
very well free-hand, but as much 
as he loved the idea of becoming 
an artist even from childhood, he 
knew that his pragmatic parents 
wouldn’t understand that as a 
career choice. Starting in his 
high school years, he accepted 
a part-time job from an uncle 
in the construction trades. He 
says things changed one day 
when his high school art teacher 
suggested he was “good enough 
to go on to art school.” Three 
years later Mr. Roffo graduated 
from the Vesper George School 
of Art with skills in commercial 
art. His first job out of school 
was designing brochures for a 

major financial services com-
pany in downtown Boston but 
the job didn’t feed the artist’s 
soul. He’d go out to lunch and 
would often see a “plein air” art-
ist nearby, easel and watercolors 
at the ready, just painting to his 
heart’s content. That’s all he 
needed. Roffo resigned from that 
job just five months after start-
ing, brought out his own easel 
and watercolors and launched 
his dream career. Although he 
switched permanently to oils a 
short while later, the lesson of 
following one’s heart and not 
looking back has always stuck 
with him.

I asked about his over 40-year 
career and if his style of paint-
ing changed over the years? He 

said he had always liked “real-
ism,” and it helped that he had 
a knack for details. These days 
he tells his students the realism 
painting style should be “nice 
and loose,” with details in the 
foreground, but gentler strokes 
in the background. He paints 
from mid-morning to early 
afternoon, and loves painting 
outdoors. Although the act of 
painting is a solitary endeavor, 
he isn’t always alone! Twice 
a year he travels to Vermont 
with other painter-friends to 
capture inland scenes, such as 
barns and mountains, things 
that he doesn’t see living near 
the water. “It is solitary, but we 

know we need to be with other 
artists so we can both learn 
from each other and develop 
friendships, too.” He added that 
“once we start painting and get 
in ‘the zone,’ it gets solitary 
again, but we all find the travel 
experience invaluable to our 
growth as artists and people.” 

He paints the water scenes 
near his and his wife’s home in 
Scituate, he paints with artist-
friends in Vermont, so I asked 
if he had also painted in Italy? 
“Yes, many times. The poppies 
in the valley stand out in my 
mind. It’s the same palette, but 
the subject matter is different. 
The light is even different there.”

What attracts his eye? “Good 
composition, dramatic light 
and shadows.” While most 
of his subjects are beautiful, 
elegant seascapes, I noted that 
sometimes it’s an old, weather-
beaten dory, too. “I liked paint-
ing the dory. It’s still seaworthy, 
but now I want the viewer to 
wonder along with me, what 
was its history, where has it 
been? I like to invite the viewer 
into the story.”

That artistic storytelling has 
resulted in numerous awards, 
honors, and inductions in very 
prestigious art societies, includ-
ing being named a “Copley 
Master” by the Copley Society of 
Boston. “You receive the honors 
proudly because your work is 
being recognized, but that is not 
why I do this. It’s my passion. It 
refuels the soul.” 

How does his artwork affect 
other areas of his life? “It calms 
me down, teaches me patience, 
keeps me pleasant. When I’m 
outside painting, that’s when  
I feel like I’m praying.” And  
how does he define success? 
“The obvious answer would be 
to say when paintings sell or 
when I’m having shows. But 
just as important is being able 
to do what I want to do, where 
and when I want. I tell my  
students, if you want to get 
good, and if you want to be a 
success at this, you have to 
paint every single day. Every 
single day.”

These days, the master still 
paints every day. He accepts 
commissions and he teaches 
small groups of students at a 
time. I asked if he thinks he’ll 
ever retire? “No, I’ll paint until 
the end of my life. You don’t 
retire from art. There are still 
stories to tell.”

See Sergio Roffo’s artistry, 
his long list of awards, galleries 
where you can see his art close-
up, all at his website sergioroffo.
com.

Painting Demonstration at Cape Ann Plein Air Event 2019

Resting Cat Boat, Fuller Street Beach, Marthas Vineyard

Best Wishes
on a Well-Deserved Retirement!

District 1 Boston City Councilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata, Jennie 
Hall and East Boston High School Headmaster Phil Brangiforte.

Jennie Hall has served multiple generations of students dur-
ing her 31-year tenure at East Boston High School. As the head 
of the cafeteria workers, Jennie has been a constant for many 
students serving breakfast and lunch to faculty and students, 
and always with a smile. Her laughter and joy are contagious, 
and her compassion and enthusiasm will be sorely missed. She 
has made a lasting impression on so many, much more so than 
even she may realize. We are sincerely grateful for her dedica-
tion. Jennie, you will be sorely missed by all at East Boston High 
School. Congratulations on your retirement!

— FOR YOU WHO APPRECIATE THE FINEST —

THE

Johnny Christy
Orchestra

MUSIC FOR ALL
OCCASIONS 781-648-5678
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by Bennett Molinari & Richard Molinari

Ieri e Oggi
Yesterday & Today

a column of past and current events

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe
One of the most influential 

modern architects of the 20th 
century, German-born Ludwig 
Mies van der Rohe pioneered a 
style of glass and steel high-rise 
building that dominated new 
construction in cities around 
the world after World War II. 

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe 
(1886-1969) was a German-
born architect, who became 
one of the pioneers of modern 
architecture known for his 
minimalist style and the phrase 
“Less is More”. 

His career progressed from 
working in his father’s stone 
shop in Aachen, Germany, to 
apprenticeships with influential 
designers like Peter Behrens 
in Berlin, where he developed 
his signature style of geometric 
simplicity, open space, and 
the use of industrial materials. 
After directing the Bauhaus 
school in Germany until its 
closure in 1933, he emigrated 
to the United States in 1937 
because of the political cli-
mate in Germany. He was 
appointed director of the school 
of architecture at the Armour 
Institute (now Illinois Institute 
of Technology in Chicago) and 
developed a comprehensive 
campus plan, establishing 
the “second Chicago school of 
architecture”. He became an 

American citizen in 1944. He 
influenced a new generation of 
architects, solidifying his legacy 
before his death in 1969

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe 
is known for his philosophy 
of “Less is More,” emphasiz-
ing simplicity, clean lines, and 
open space. He focused on 
revealing the industrial mate-
rials of construction, such as 
steel and glass, to create a 
modern aesthetic. His work 
includes both tall, high-rises 
and low-slung pavilions, with 
iconic examples including the 
Barcelona Pavilion (1929), the 
Tugendhat House (1930), and 
the Farnsworth House (1951). 

Vicenta María López y Vicuña 
was born into a very Christian 
family on March 22, 1847 in 
Cascante, Spain to José Maria 
Lopez Jiménez and Nicolasa 
Vicuña. Her brother was Manuel 
María Vicuña.

In 1866, she refused to enter-
tain the notion of an arranged 
marriage and instead decided 
to take a private vow to remain 
chaste while also realizing she 
had an inner calling to religious 
life. For a time she lived with 
her maternal aunt, Eulalia  
de Vicuña, who had founded  
a home for domestic servants 
and with her aunt helped to 
form a group of women in  
order to administer to working 
girls.

Saint Vicenta María
López y Vicuña

by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

In March 1868, she made a 
retreat in which she decided 
whether she should opt for a 
contemplative life by entering 
the Visitation Monastery or 
to move towards helping the 
young domestic helpers. She 
expressed her decision with 
an indelible phrase: “The girls 
have won.” From now on her life  
was directed towards the love 
of God and the service of youth.

The rule for that group  
was soon written and on  
June 11,1876 founded her  
own religious order. In 1878, 
Vicenta Maria professed her 
vows alongside three others as 
a nun. The order received Papal 
approval on April 18, 1888 from 
Pope Leo XIII after it received 
diocesan approval on April 18, 
1876.

Madrid opened new doors 
and paths to Vicenta Maria. 
She founded new houses in 
Saragossa, Jerez de la Frontera, 
Seville, Barcelona and Burgos.

Vicenta Maria passed away 
on December 26, 1890, leav-
ing a new Congregation in the 
Church. She left five houses 
and a small number of Religious 
who were prepared to go into 
the world and continue doing 
good for the young working 
girls.

The Feast day of  Saint 
Vincenta Maria Lopez y Vicuna 
is December 26.

For the past 25 years Padre Pio has sat vigil in 
the St. Leonard Peace Garden, on Hanover Street, 
in the North End neighborhood of Boston. Due to 
scheduling conflicts, the 25th annual celebratory 
mass was held at St. Anthony of Padua Church, 
in Revere. As expected, it was standing room only.

A beautiful tribute was offered by, Ernestina 
Sirignano, on behalf of her family and a dedicated 
group of devotees. “Padre Pio was a humble 
Franciscan Friar from Pietrelcina, Italy, and 
the only priest in Catholic history to bear the 
Stigmata – the five wounds of Christ. About 
twenty-six years ago, Padre Pio began appearing 
in my mother’s dreams. At first, she had no 
idea why this holy Friar, whom she had never 
personally known, kept showing up night after 
night. But, as many of  you know, Padre Pio was 
persistent in life, and apparently, he is just as 
persistent in dreams. He wasn’t leaving until he 
delivered a message. Not long after the dreams 
began, my grandmother called from Italy and 
asked my mother, ‘Do you want to bring a statue 
of Padre Pio to Boston?’ And that was the moment 
everything made sense and my mother finally 
understood: ‘So that’s why he wouldn’t let me 
sleep. He wanted to come to Boston!’”

Ernestina’s mom and a small group of friends 
organized a fundraise to have the statue made 
and shipped to Boston. Today, the statue stands 
proudly in the St. Leonard Peace Garden, the very 
first parish Ernestina’s family attended when 
they immigrated from Italy. For twenty-five years 
it has stood as a symbol of faith, sacrifice, and 
community.

Each June, Ernestina’s mom, Anna, aunt 
Natalina, Francesco Bruno, Maria Cuccinello, 
and several others, organized a procession of 
Padre Pio through the streets of the North End. 
For a quarter of a century they marched, prayed, 
and brought the community together, with every 
dollar raised going directly to St. Leonard Church. 

Ernestina expressed her heartfelt gratitude to 
all who attended the mass last Saturday, for all 
those who donated generously and especially 
Father Xavier, pastor of St. Anthony Church in 
Revere as well as Very Reverand Father Brian 
Flynn and Father Paul, also of St. Anthony 

Parish, for hosting the anniversary mass, Padre 
Fortunato Grottola, Superiore del Convento 
dei Frati Minori Cappuccini di Pietrelcina, for 
accompanying the Sacred Relics of Padre Pio 
and the opportunity to venerate with it, Frank 
DePasquale for his tremendous help with the 
fundraiser and assistance in bringing the relics 
here from Italy, the DeFlumeri Family for the 
beautiful flowers, and Carmela Sorrentino for 
assisting with the year-long planning of the event. 

Ernestina also made sure to mention a special 
acknowledgement honoring the memory of 
Breamino Martignetti. Twenty-five years ago, 
when the statue of Padre Pio first arrived in 
Boston, Breamino was there to pick it up from the 
airport and help with its installation, a task that 
was anything but small. Ernestina noted that his 
kindness and hard work left a lasting mark on 
the community, and even though Breamino is no 
longer with us, his spirit and generosity live on.

In her closing remarks, Ernestina left the group 
with these thoughts, “As we celebrate Padre Pio 
today, let us remember that his holiness was not 
found only in miracles or in the wounds he bore, 
but in the way he loved, served, listened, and 
offered his suffering for others. If we leave here 
today inspired to imitate even a small piece of 
his goodness, his compassion, his patience, his 
faith, then we continue his mission in our own 
lives. That is what it means to be good Catholics, 
to bring Christ’s love where ever we go.”

Padre Pio Celebrates 25th Anniversary

(L-R): Gianni Mozzillo Director of the Newpaper for Pietrelcina, Pasquale Sirignano. 
Reverend Leonardo Moreira Immaculate Church Revere, James D’Amico, Rev. Xavier Arulraj  
St. Anthony’s Revere, Very Reverend Fr. Brian Flynn, Episcopal Vicar, North Region, 
Archdiocese of Boston, Padre Fortunato Grottola Superior of the Capuchin Monastery 
Pietrelcina, Reverend Paul Ugwu St. Anthony’s Revere, Reverened Francis Godkin, Lowell

Pasquale and Ernestina Sirignano, Carmine DiFlumeri, Gianni 
Mozzillo, Anna, Stella and Marco Sirignano and James D’Amico

Frank DePasquale receives 
gift of appreciation from  
Natalina Tizzano

(Photos by Charles Rachal)

The opinions expressed by our columnists and contributors are not necessarily 
the same as those of The Post-Gazette, its publisher or editor. Photo submis-
sions are accepted by the Post-Gazette provided they are clear, original photos. 
There is a $5 charge for each photo submitted. Photos can be submitted via  
e-mail: postgazette@aol.com. If you want your photos returned, include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope.
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The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS
of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

by Sal Giarratani

THE NAKED GUN
(Blu-ray)

Paramount Pictures
Only one man has the par-

ticular set of skills … to lead 
the elite of the elite Police Squad 
and save the world! Lieutenant 
Frank Drebin Jr. (Liam Neeson) 
follows in his father’s footsteps 
in The Naked Gun, as he takes 
on bad guys with actions like 
you haven’t seen from him 
before. Director Akiva Schaffer 
and producer Seth MacFarlane, 
bring it all to you, starring 
Pamela Anderson, Paul Walter 
Hauser, Kevin Durand, with 
Danny Huston. in this funny, 
belly laugh loaded comedy.

THE SMURFS
(Blu-ray)

Paramount Pictures
Papa Smurf (John Goodman) 

is mysteriously taken by the 
evil wizards — Razamel and 
Gargamel, in comes Smurfette 
(Rihanna), who leads the Smurfs 
on a mission into the real world 
to save him. With the help of 
new friends, the Smurfs must 
discover what defines their 
destiny to save the universe. 
Smurfs features an all-star voice 
cast including Rihanna, James 
Corden, Nick Offerman, Daniel 
Levy, Amy Sedaris, Sandra Oh, 
Octavia Spencer, with Kurt 
Russell and John Goodman. 
Bonus features include: Blue in 
the Booth: Voicing the Smurfs 
— Meet the spectacular all-star 
cast who voice the Smurfs. —
There’s A Smurf Like Me: Blue, 
Old and New — The cast shares 
their process to bring both 
classic and new characters to 
life. — A World They’ve Never 
Seen: Animating Smurfs — See 
how filmmakers came up with 
the animation styles featured 
in the film and the evolution 
from rough animatic to finished 
art. Composing the Blue —
Award-winning composer Henry 
Jackman takes you through the 
original score that complements 
the film’s fun songs. — In The 
Club With DJ Snake — World-
famous DJ Snake makes a 
cameo in the film and brings  
the party to life in the disco 
bash scene. — “Higher Love” by 
Desi Trill featuring DJ Khaled, 
Cardi B, Natania and Subhi — 
Music & Lyric Video - “Friend  
of Mine” by Rihanna — Music  
& Lyric Video — “Everything 
Goes with Blue” by Tyla — Lyric 
Video

SS EXPERIMENT –
LOVE CAMP
(4K Ultra HD)

88 Films
88 Films presents the global 

4K UHD debut of the World  
War II exploitation cult classic 
SS Experiment Love Camp. The 
set includes both the 4K UHD 
and Blu-ray. During WWII, 
a prison camp in Germany 
doubles as a human research 
laboratory run by unethical 
scientists. The female political 
prisoners are being used as 
human guinea pigs for twisted 
biological and fertility experi-
ments. Colonel von Kleiben 
oversees an experimental 
transplant operation so he can 
recover from a significant war 
wound received on the Russian 
front. These diabolical scien-
tists attempt to achieve their 
intended breakthroughs before 

the war comes to an end. Special 
features include an audio com-
mentary by Italian cinema 
experts Eugenio Ercolani and 
Nanni Cobretti; interviews with 
director Sergio Garrone, editor 
Eugenio Alabiso, cinematog-
rapher Maurizio Centini and 
music historian Pierpaolo De 
Sanctis; Italian opening and 
closing titles; and the original 
trailer. First pressings also 
come housed in a double-walled 
slipcase, along with an illus-
trated booklet.

LAUREL & HARDY:
THE DEFINITVE

RESTORATIONS - VOLUME 2 
(Blu-ray)

Kit Parker Films
Laurel & Hardy: The Definitive 

Restorations Volume 2 returns 
the beloved comedy duo to their 
full brilliance in this restored 
Blu-ray collection. Sourced 
from the original 35mm archi-
val elements, this set offers 
fans an opportunity to see long 
unavailable original release 
versions and previously unseen 
materials — over six hours of 
timeless laughter! Included are 
eight of Laurel & Hardy’s most 
celebrated short films: Men 
O’ War (1929) - Perfect Day 
(1929) - Blotto (1930) - Another 
Fine Mess (1930) - Dirty Work 
(1933) - Going Bye-Bye! (1934) 
- Them Thar Hills (1934) - Tit 
for Tat (1935), These restored 
gems showcase the comedic 
genius of the legendary pair, 
with enhanced picture and 
audio that make every gag feel 
fresh again. But the experi-
ence doesn’t stop there — this 
volume is packed with amaz- 
ing bonus features. Whether 
you’re a lifelong fan or discover-
ing their brilliance for the first 
time, Volume 2 is a must-have 
addition to any film lover’s 
library. Experience the laugh-
ter, fun, and legacy of Laurel 
& Hardy — restored like never 
before.

AGATHA CHRISTIE:
WHY DIDN’T THEY

ASK EVANS?
(DVD)

Alliance Home
Entertainment/

Fifth Season
Alliance Home Entertainment 

announced the DVD release 
of Agatha Christie: Why Didn’t 
They Ask Evans? The three-
part mini-series, starring Will 
Poulter and Lucy Boynton 
and directed by Hugh Laurie, 
Released under the exclusive 
distribution partnership with 
the production company Fifth 
Season. The Britbox original 
premiered in 2022 and was 
adapted from Agatha Christie’s 
detective novel of the same 
name. Only the Bible and the 
works of William Shakespeare 
surpass one of the best-selling 
authors of all time, Agatha 
Christie’s book sales. In Why 
Didn’t They Ask Evans?, a 
stranger’s death on a Welsh cliff 
spurs Bobby Jones (Will Poulter) 
and Lady Frankie Derwent 
(Lucy Boynton) to investigate. 
With little experience but plenty 
of spirit, they race to uncover 
the meaning behind the man’s 
final words: “Why didn’t they 
ask Evans?” Also starring Jim 
Broadbent, Emma Thompson 
and Hugh Laurie.

I LOVE THE BROKENWOOD MYSTERIES
One of my favorite shows on television nowa-

days is The Brokenwood Mysteries on PBS. 
Locally, it is on PBS Mondays at 9:00 p.m. Ninety 
minutes without commercials and the acting is 
great as are the show’s plots. It is filmed over in 
New Zealand and has been since 2014. Season 
12 is now underway with a scheduled 2026 
release expected.

Locally, you can find it on Xfinity Cable. I get 
three PBS stations, two in Boston (channels 
801, 802 and down from Rhode Island on chan-
nel 1036). Remember: Mondays at 9:00 p.m. 
Unfortunately, PBS is only up to Season 6. What 
else is new with PBS? It always seems to be a day 
late and a dollar short and asking us to chip in 
with a few bucks almost all the time.

WHY DID
NEIGHBOR HEALTH FORGET

ITALIAN AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH?
I kept waiting the entire month of October 

to see whether this neighborhood clinic would 
remember that the month of October was Italian 

American Heritage Month. They didn’t forget 
that September 15 to October 15 was Hispanic 
Heritage Month. You could see their social media 
page and you could see all the advertisements 
they ran in the East Boston Times from September 
15 until Halloween. However, they said boo about 
East Boston’s Italian American community. Was 
it an error on their part or was it deliberate? I’m 
thinking it wasn’t a mistake myself. How about 
you? Let me know at sal.giarratani@gmail.com.

GETTING BACK TO THE MUSIC ON
THE BROKENWOOD MYSTERIES

The soundtrack for this New Zealand detective 
show is fantastic. The country/alt rock theme 
song in this show is by Tami Neilson and on 
the last episode I just watched, I heard Esther 
Stephen singing a haunting cover of “Banks of 
Ohio” and Robert Fin Finley doing “Livin’ Out A 
Suitcase.” In the last episode I watched, Detective 
Inspector Mike Shepherd was dog sitting a little 
Corgi while one of his ex-wives went out of town. 
Of course, the dog was named Willie as in Willie 
Nelson.

WHO DOES A BETTER
HALLOWEEN BLOCK PARTY THAN FOLKS 

ON WEBSTER STREET
Once again, this past Halloween, friends and 

neighbors on Webster Street in Jeffries Point got 
together for their annual block party.

SINCE MOVING TO JEFFRIES POINT, I ...
About four years ago, I moved into the Jeffries 

Point neighborhood and discovered that my 
neighbors around the corner on Webster Street 
do an annual Halloween Block Party and I go to 
it every year now. This year’s street festival was 
packed with trick or treaters, large and small, 
young and old. Great creepy costumes and even 
free books courtesy of Margaret Farmer who is 
the founder of the local “Trick or Treat and Read 
Halloween Book Giveaway” which this year cel-
ebrated its 10th anniversary.

Please join Mayor Michele Wu 
and Boston Centers for Youth 
and Families to celebrate the 
start of construction of the new 
BYCF North End Community 
Center, on December 4, 2025, 
11:00 a.m., 475 Commercial 
Street. This new center is part 
of the city’s long-term plan for 
the neighborhood, consisting 
of a modern, expanded facility 
operated by BCYF and will even-
tually house the programming 
currently offered at the Nazzaro 
Community Center.

The historic Nazzaro Center, 
at 30 North Bennet Street, 
will undergo major renova-
tions to remain a community 
resource, preserving its role 

North End Community Center
Ground Breaking Ceremony 

December 4, 2025

while updating accessibility 
and building systems. Everyone 
is welcome and encouraged to 
celebrate this exciting milestone 

with Mayor Wu and the North 
End community as they invest 
in welcoming accessible spaces 
for all generations.
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There isn’t a more beautiful or delicious cookie to begin the holi-
day baking season with, other than Italy’s own Rose del Deserto. 
These “Desert Roses” take their name from the desert rose gypsum 
formations, or natural crystals, that tend to bloom in golden-toned, 
rosette-like clusters.

Originally a humble homemade treat, Rose del Deserto quickly 
won over both children and adults with their crisp, cornflake-
coated exterior and soft, tender center. They soon made their way 
from family kitchens to pastry shops like the beloved Pasticceria 
Bazzoli in Odolo, in the province of Brescia. Across Italy, home 
bakers began adding their own personal touches, chocolate 
chips, nuts, dried fruit, different flours or sweeteners, even a bit 
of citrus zest or liqueur, but regardless of the variation, these 
cookies always stay true to their charm: golden, crunchy on the 
outside, tender within, and finished with a generous dusting of 
confectioners’ sugar

While Italy has its own brands of cornflakes, like Vitabella and 
Sapore di Sole, bakers still tend to prefer international brands, 
such as Kellogg’s, for their superior crunch. Now that Italy’s 
Ferrero Group, famous for Nutella, Ferrero Rocher, and Kinder, 
has purchased the Kellogg company, we may even begin to see 
more cornflake-inspired confections coming from the motherland.

Here is my family’s version, Nonna’s Rose del Deserto Biscotti; I 
hope you enjoy them as much as we continue to!

NONNA’S ROSE DEL DESERTO BISCOTTI
Nonna’s Desert Rose Cookies

½ cup unsalted butter, softened 
¾ cup granulated sugar 
2 large eggs
2 to 2 ½ cups 00 or all-purpose 

flour 
1 teaspoon baking powder (or 

½ packet Paneangeli Lievito)

Instructions
Preheat the oven to 350°F. Line a baking sheet with parchment 

paper and set aside.
In a large mixing bowl, beat softened butter and sugar until 

light and fluffy. Add the eggs, beating well until fully incorporated.
In a separate bowl, sift together flour, baking powder, and salt. 

Gradually add dry ingredients to the wet mixture, using 2 cups of 
flour to start and adding a little more only if needed. The dough 
should be sticky but hold its shape.

Fold in chocolate chips, raisins, or both and mix together evenly.
Place cornflakes in a shallow dish. Using two teaspoons or a 

small cookie scoop, drop portions of dough into the cornflakes 
and gently roll so the flakes adhere on all sides.

Arrange cookies on the prepared baking sheet, leaving space 
between each.

Bake 12–15 minutes, or until lightly golden.
Allow to cool, then generously dust with confectioners’ sugar.
Store between layers of wax paper in a cookie tin to keep the 

outsides crisp and the insides soft
Marianna Bisignano is a psychologist for the Boston Public  

Schools and can be reached at bisignanomarianna@gmail.com

¼ teaspoon salt
1 packet vanillina or 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract
¾ cup chocolate chips 
¾ cup raisins 
2 cups cornflakes

by

Marianna

Bisignano

I have been a lover of fine cars 
since I was a child. When I was 
born, Dad bought a year-old 
Plymouth and kept it for the 
next 11 years. To him, a car 
was nothing more than trans-
portation, a vehicle that could 
accommodate his bass violin 
or/and tuba, and take him from 
one job to another. Both of his 
instruments fit in the Plymouth. 

By 1949, the Plymouth had 
had it. It was in such bad shape 
the young man that bought it 
was going to run it in a demoli-
tion derby. Dad, with his bass 
under his arm and me in tow, 
headed for Reese Chevrolet in 
Day Square, East Boston, to 
buy a new car. This would be 
the first time in my father’s 
life that he bought a new car. 
Prior to this point in time, every 
vehicle he bought was used. 
This event was a first for him.

My recollection of cars in 
the family included Dad’s ’37 
Plymouth, Uncle Paul’s ’36 
Dodge and Uncle Nick’s ’38 
Chevy. Uncle Gino didn’t own a 
car back then, and Babbononno 
never drove. None of the women 
in the family drove. The first 
was Uncle Gino’s wife, Aunt 
Ninna, but she didn’t come into 
the family until after WWII. Dad 
tried to teach Mom how to drive 
but his efforts were futile, she 
couldn’t handle it and was rel-
egated to riding shotgun, sitting 
to the right of Dad whenever 
they went somewhere together.

A n d ,  t h e n  t h e r e  w a s 
Babbononno … He came into 
existence in 1875, before the 
automobile was invented, or 
let’s say, perfected. He never 
understood anything about cars 
and hated everyone he had to 
enter. Conversely, every car he 
entered, hated him.

He would enter, let’s say, 
Dad’s car and knock off his hat 
getting in. After he was seated, 
he would look for something to 
hold on to, just in case. Seat 
belts hadn’t been invented as 
of yet. He would find a strap, 
arm rest or door handle and 
hold on for dear life once the 
car was moving. 

Getting back to the point 
in time when Dad bought a 
new ’49 Chevy. A neighbor 
had bought a black ’49 Chevy 
Fastback at the aforementioned 
Reese Chevrolet that existed in 
Day Square, East Boston, and 
Dad fell in love with it. So, as I 
mentioned earlier, we headed 
there with Dad toting his bass 
violin. If the bass didn’t fit, the 
car was no good to my father. 
He tried to fit his instrument in 
a duplicate ’49 Chevy Fastback 
and due to the configuration of 
the inside of the car, the bass 
didn’t fit. He was disappointed 
until he was shown a black 
two-door sedan that wasn’t a 
Fastback. He liked the car, the 
bass fit and he test drove the 
vehicle with both me and the 
bass inside. After we returned 
to the showroom, he bargained 
with the salesman and bought 
the car for $1,200. It had all 
of the extras of the day: radio, 
heater, defroster, full-sized hub 
caps and a red plastic hood 
ornament that lit up when the 
headlights were turned on. 
When Babbononno saw the 

car, he looked at it, said, “Atza 
nyzza,” and walked away. I 
think that this was the point 
in time that I started becoming 
interested in cars. 

Dad’s next car was a ’54 
Chevy Bel Air four-door, two-
tone, which I learned to drive 
on (standard shift) and used 
when I went for my driver’s 
license. I was in high school at 
that time and couldn’t afford a 
car and had to rely on Dad to 
let me use his on the nights he 
wasn’t working, or on a night 
when I could drive him to work 
and pick him up when he was 
finished.

In 1957, I was in college 
and Uncle Nick bought a ’57 
Pontiac four-door hardtop from 
a dealer in Brookline. Dad saw 
his brother-in-law’s new car 
and bought one identical to it. 
This car was a blue and white 
V8 with an automatic trans-
mission, power steering, power 
brakes, power windows and a 
hi-fi radio. When I drove it, I felt 
like the king of the road. Again, 
Babbononno looked at it and 
said, Atza nyzza, and walked 
away. He could care less. 

By 1958, I was half way 
through my college years and 
had turned professional as a 
musician and needed a car. 
Dad had a mechanic friend in 
Malden who had a ’54 Chevy 
that he had done over from 
bumper to bumper and sold it to 
me for $550. This was my pride 
and joy until half way through 
my first-year teaching. I found 
a ’58 Thunderbird four-seater 
that could accommodate my 
bass violin and me. When it was 
time to trade, I bought a used 
’60 Cadillac convertible and 
felt like a king driving it. This 
led me to a couple of Imperial 
convertibles in the ’60s and 
then back to Cadillacs by the 
end of the decade. Babbononno 
liked riding in my convertibles, 
especially when I put the tops 
down. By the tail end of his life, 
I think he had made peace with 
automobiles.

After I was married, we 
always had two cars. My wife 
was teaching on the South 
Shore and I was at Hyde Park 
High. And then it happened 
… I developed a love for old 
cars and became part of the 
hobby. By the ’80s, I found 
a ’66 Thunderbird, restored 
it and headed for old-car get 
togethers. I eventually added in 
a ’62 Lincoln Continental with 
suicide doors, then a few clas-
sic Cadillacs. On a given day, 
a 1973 Mercedes Benz 450 SL 
came my way, and I bought it. 
None of these antiques or clas-
sic cars could accommodate my 
bass violin and my amplifiers, 
so I always had an everyday car 
ready for the task.

I had the Thunderbird in 
Florida where I now spend my 
winters, but last fall, I shipped 
it back home. I longed for a “toy” 
to occupy my time down there 
and found a Cadillac Eldorado 
from 2002, the last year of 
manufacture. It is number 252 
of the 1500 that GM produced 
that year. 

My wife thinks I’m crazy 
because she isn’t a car person. 
To her a vehicle is means of 

transportation that gets you 
from point A to point B. When 
she has a negative comment, I 
usually respond with, “I don’t 
drink; I don’t smoke cigarettes; 
I don’t take drugs; and I don’t 
play around; I need something, 
so, it’s old cars.” She has no 
comeback, so I guess I’m OK for 
another day. 

I wish Dad and Babbononno 
were still around so they could 
see what today’s cars are like. I 
recently bought a 2020 Cadillac 
CT6, which is more computer 
than car. I’ve had it for a month 
or so and am still trying to figure 
out some of the electronic gad-
gets that assist with driving the 
machine. Maybe I’m wrong, but 
I think history will prove that an 
SUV of today is just a truck that 
knew somebody. 

GOD BLESS AMERICA
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LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 11/28/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C1091CA

In the Matter of 
GENARO MAZZOLA

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has  
been filed by Genaro Mazzola of Marlborough, 
MA requesting that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: James Genaro 
Mazzola.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of December 12, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: November 14, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Small Ads 
Get Big 
Results

For more information call
617-227-8929

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run date: 11/28/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court Department
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

Middlesex Division
Docket No. 25W1706

DAYSI MOSCOSO PORTILLO, Plaintiff
v.

ALFREDO HERNANDEZ-HERNANDEZ, 
Defendant

To the above named Defendant
A Complaint has been presented to this 

Court by the Plaintiff seeking Custody / 
Support /Parenting Time.

You are required to serve upon Daysi 
Moscoso Portillo - plaintiff - whose address 
is c/o Tara DeCristofaro, Register, Middlesex 
Probate Court, 10-U Commerce Way, 
Woburn, MA 01801 your answer on or before  
December 31, 2025. If you fail to do so, the 
court will proceed to the hearing and adjudica-
tion of this  action. You are also required to file 
a copy of your answer in the office of this Court 
at Woburn.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,  
Esquire, First Justice of said Court at 
Woburn, this 19th day of November, 2025.

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate Court
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school spent years hiding from 
survivors. The findings accuse 
the school’s current president 
of failing to properly investi-
gate claims of sexual abuse 
by students and by doing so 
technically violated the federal 
Title IX funding law. A judge has 
given the university 30 days to 
release it.

The Epstein Files
Will Come Now

House Republ icans are 
expected to join Democrats in 
a near-unanimous vote in sup-
port of releasing all of the Jeffrey 
Epstein files. Once it passes the 
House, the Senate will have to 
vote on it. Trump has said as 
soon as it lands on his desk, he 

will sign it.
No names can be redacted 

for reasons of “embarrassment, 
reputational harm or political 
sensitivity,” per the text of the 
House resolution.

Trump’s Latino Support 
Dropping

Recent pol ls show that 
President Trump’s Latino 
support has been plummet- 
ing lately, mostly due to the 
economy and higher pricing  
due to tariffs supported by 
Trump and also immigration 
policy.
Another One Bites the Dust 

at Heritage
A senior conservative legal 

scholar Robert P. George 

• Rising Energy Costs (Continued from Page 1)

carbon programs, and energy 
efficient surcharges growing 
from $15 to $59 per month. The 
report states these policy sur-
charges now account for close 
to one third of every dollar on 
residential electric bills.

“Ratepayers are now spend-
ing $4 billion in Massachusetts 
on those policies. So, not how 
much it costs to generate 

electricity, how much it costs 
to distribute it or deliver it to 
customers. We’re just talking 
about policies that the State 
House has tacked into the bills 
of ratepayers,” said Craney.

Healey’s response to the sky-
rocketing energy costs was to 
point the finger at President 
Trump. “His tariffs on alumi-
num and steel increase our 

MONDAY - DECEMBER 1
2:30pm: Adult Chess Club (North End Library)

TUESDAY  DECEMBER 2
11am: Senior Social Hour

11:30am: Cold Lunch Provided by Ethos
1pm: Senior Bingo

WEDNESDAY - DECEMBER 3
10:30am: Senior Dance Fitness

11:00am-1:00pm: Senior Sewing & Crafts
THURSDAY - DECEMBER 4

10:30am: Senior Yoga
11am: Ground Breaking Ceremony 

for the New Community Center!! (Mirabella Pool)
11am: Senior Social Hour

11:30am: Cold Lunch Provided by Ethos
11:30am: American Mahjong (North End Library)

1pm: Senior Bingo
FRIDAY - DECEMBER 5 

10:00am Chair Yoga (North End Library)
10:30am: Senior Live Better in Your Body
2:00pm Friday Films (North End Library)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7
4pm: Mayor Wu’s Enchanted Trolley Tour 

(Paul Revere Mall/Prado)
DECEMBER 8, MONDAY

2:30pm: Adult Chess Club (North End Library)
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9
11am: Senior Social Hour

11:30am: Cold Lunch Provided by Ethos
1pm: Senior Bingo

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10
10:30am: Senior Dance Fitness

11:00am - 1:00pm: Senior Sewing & Crafts
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11

10:30am: Senior Yoga
11am: Senior Social Hour

11:30am: Cold Lunch Provided by Ethos
11:30am: American Mahjong (North End Library)

1pm: Senior Bingo
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12

10:00am: Chair Yoga (North End Library)
10:30am: Senior Live Better in Your Body
2:00PM Friday Films (North End Library)

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13
11am - 1pm: Annual Holiday Open House  (North End Library)

 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
12:30pm: 53rd Annual NEAA Christmas Parade 

(Christopher Columbus Park) 
3pm - 8pm: Winter Wonderland (Paul Revere Mall/Prado)

 MONDAY, DECEMBER 15
2:30pm: Adult Chess Club (North End Library)

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16
11am: Senior Social Hour

11:30am: Cold Lunch Provided by Ethos
1pm: Senior Bingo

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 17
10:30am: Senior Dance Fitness

11:00am - 1:00pm: Senior Sewing & Crafts
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18

10:30am: Senior Yoga
11am: Senior Social Hour

11:30am: Cold Lunch Provided by Ethos
11:30am: American Mahjong (North End Library)

1pm: Senior Bingo
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19

10:00am: Chair Yoga (North End Library)
10:30am: Senior Live Better in Your Body
2:00pm Friday Films (North End Library)

3:30pm - 6:30pm: Nazzaro Christmas Party
6:30pm - 8:30pm: 55+ Coffee & Conversations

 MONDAY, DECEMBER 22
2:30pm: Adult Chess Club (North End Library)

 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23
11am: Senior Social Hour

11:30am: Cold Lunch Provided by Ethos
1pm: Senior Bingo

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26
2:00pm Friday Films (North End Library)

DECEMBER 29 - MONDAY
2:30pm: Adult Chess Club (North End Library)

DECEMBER 30, TUESDAY
11am: Senior Social Hour

11:30am: Cold Lunch Provided by Ethos
1pm: Senior Bingo

BCYF Nazzaro Center 
Senior Calendar

energy costs because alumi-
num, steel, these are prod-
ucts that go into building  
an energy infrastructure to 
support the kind of work  
we need to do to lower energy 
costs here and across the  
country. So, President Trump 
needs to stop playing around 
with things because at the end 
of the day people are hurting.”

• News Briefs (Continued from Page 1)

who holds one of Princeton 
University’s top academic chairs 
has resigned from the Heritage 
Foundation’s board to protest 
the think tank’s president’s 
defense of Tucker Carlson’s 
interview with white nationalist 
Nick Fuentes.

At least seven other leading 
constitutional thinkers have 
also stepped away from Heritage 
amid an internal revolt over the 
Carlson podcast interview.

 End Quote
Again, whatever Donald 

Trump is doing in office in 
the minds of Latinos, it is not 
working.”

— Harry Enten,
CNN’s chief data analyst

• Boxing Ringside (Continued from Page 12)

what was thought to be a brain 
tumor. I have read where it may 
have been a brain aneurysm. 
When he woke from the opera-
tion, he sensed the end was 
near and requested his organs 
be donated to help others. He 
said he was young and other-
wise healthy and knew his gift 
would help others. He remained 

a man of deep character and 
decency unto his final breath.

Blair Richardson practiced in 
the most brutal and unforgiving 
sport there is. He was in some 
terrific brawls and never lacked 
courage or a fighting heart. He 
knew how to dig in and fight 
back when all was against him. 
Even with all the time he devoted 
to such a violent pursuit, he 
never lost his humanity. It might 
be said that he learned to be 

more humane having discovered 
he had lost the “violence” within 
him. It is most likely that was his 
faith speaking to him. 

There were many of his oppo-
nents who long remembered 
him for his hard punching and 
the blows he delivered to them. 
But more importantly, there 
have been many young people 
who were touched by this man 
who certainly had an invaluable 
influence on them.

In a single day during his 
senior year in high school he 
won the shot and discus in a 
morning track meet, ran third 
in the hurdles, won a regional 
tennis title and pitched the 
baseball team to a victory.

He played minor league base-
ball after high school.

Later in life he coached the 
L.A. Lakers to an NBA title in 
1972. He was inducted into 
the Basketball Hall of Fame  
in Springfield in 1976 twice 
— as a player in 1976 and  
in 2004 as a coach. He passed  
away on October 25, 2013 at 
age 87.

• Hoops and Hockey (Continued from Page 12)

Run date: 11/28/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P6073EA

Estate of
NANCY M. TURNER

Date of Death: October 02, 2025
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 

Intestacy and Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by Sharon 
L. Taylor of Newton, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Sharon L. 
Taylor of Newton, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate  
to serve Without Surety on the bond in  
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 12/17/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: November 19, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
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EXTRA Innings
by Sal Giarratani

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit 
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after December 08, 2025 
by public or private sale to satisfy a 
lien for towing, storage, and all other 
fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 11/14, 11/21, 11/28/2025

2010 FORD ESCAPE 
Vin #1FMCU0C76AKC78493

2016 NISSAN SENTRA 
Vin #3N1AB7AP3GY246403

2004 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS 
Vin #2MEFM74W24X671147

2015 HONDA CIVIC 
Vin #19XFB2F9XFE246995

2006 BMW 330xi 
Vin #WBAVD33536KV62486

2007 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
Vin #1J8GR48K17C582161
2017 TOYOTA COROLLA 

Vin #2T1BURHE4HC842777
2015 MERCEDES BENZ C-CLASS 

Vin #55SWF4KB5FU067670
2014 SUBARU IMPREZA 

Vin #JF1GJAC63EH018234
1990 MAZDA MX-5 

Vin #JM1NA3516L0132464
2025 TOYOTA CAMRY 

Vin #4T1DBADK1SU027129
2007 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA 
Vin #3VWGG71KX7M054963

2016 INFINITI QX60 
Vin #5N1AL0MM5GC508879

2011 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
Vin #1J4RR4GGXBC540720

2005 CHRYSLER CROSSFIRE 
Vin #1C3AN65L75X060422

2006 HUMMER H2 SUT 
Vin #5GRGN22U76H114596

2012 LEXUS IS 
Vin #JTHCF5C22C5054041

2010 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #1HGCP2F31AA132722
1997 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 

Vin #KMHJF24M1VU373913

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit 
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after December 15, 2025 
by public or private sale to satisfy a 
lien for towing, storage, and all other 
fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 11/21, 11/28, 12/05/2025

1999 JEEP WRANGLER 
Vin #1J4FY19S1XP437031

2010 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #1HGCP2F38AA089870

2021 YONGFU YN50QT 
Vin #LL0TCAPH9MY102402
2007 HONDA RIDGELINE 
Vin #2HJYK16457H533606

2008 FORD ESCAPE 
Vin #1FMCU93118KA51822

2015 JIAJUE JJ50QT-13 
Vin #LLPVGBAG2F1G00007

2020 TAOTAO PONY 
Vin #L9NTCBAE0L1005953

2000 TOYOTA CAMRY 
Vin #4T1BG22K9YU933684

2013 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #1HGCR2F34DA230478

1999 FORD F350 
Vin #1FDWF36S6XEE60355

2013 FORD ECONOLINE 
Vin #1FTNS2EW6DDA35648

1999 FORD F350 
Vin #1FDWF36S0XEE32146

2008 HONDA ODYSSEY 
Vin #5FNRL38468B092185

2013 FORD ESCAPE 
Vin #1FMCU9J96DUB19801

2016 DODGE JOURNEY 
Vin #3C4PDCBB1GT246734

2011 BMW 550i 
Vin #WBAFU9C54BC785034

2005 VOLVO XC70 
Vin #YV1SZ592151202700

2008 KIA RONDO 
Vin #KNAFG526587191287

2014 NISSAN PATHFINDER 
Vin #5N1AR2MM4EC616627

2008 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #1HGCP36868A028917

2017 ZERO MOTORCYCLES FX 
Vin #538XXBZ49HCJ07416

2010 AUDI Q5 
Vin #WA1LKAFP0AA041669

The Respectful Way ®

� ST. MICHAEL 
CEMETERY if CREMATORY

• I • 

Com,m,unity Mausoleum, 

500 Canterbury Street      Boston, MA 02131
p: 617.524.1036   p: 800.947.5008    f: 617.522.4646

info@stmichaelcemetery.com  www.stmichaelcemetery.com

They’re Tied Together
Forever

As Gabrielle Starr so aptly put 
it, “It’s been over half a century, 
but the Gold Dust still hasn’t 
settled and when you see Fred 
Lynn and Jim Rice together, you 
hope it will never end.”

Last week at The Sports 
Museum’s Annual Gala, The 
Tradition, the Gold Dust Twins 
reunited and relived the glory 
days of the 1970 Red Sox team 
as Rice presented Lynn with the 
Baseball Legacy Award. Lynn’s 
monument was the night’s 
grand finale.

Other sports legends were 
also honored. Isaiah Thomas, 
Tim Thomas and Vince Wilfork 
were also feted for their lega-
cies at TD Garden but for me, 
Freddy Lynn was special as 
was Jimmy Rice presenting the 
award to him.

The year 1975 was a special 
year, once again we won the 
pennant and once again got 
all the way to Game 7 in the 
World Series before victory was 
snatched.

Lynn still believes that the 
Curse of the Bambino would 
have ended that year had it not 
been for Jimmy Rice having a 
wrist injury missing the last 
month or so of that season. Had 
Rice been healthy, he and Lynn 
would have taken the Sox all the 
way. The Cincinnati Reds were 
indeed The Big Red Machine 
but the Sox lost all four games 
by one run.

My two favorite Red Sox 
teams back in my younger 
days were the 1967 Impossible 
Dream team and the 1975 team, 
especially Game 6 when Bernie 
Carbo tied up the game with a 
pinch-hit homer to be followed 
by Carlton Fisk whisking that 
ball of his to left field staying 
in the park with that walk-off 
homer.

Porcello on the
Hall of Fame Ballot in ’26
Rick Porcello, who won the 

American League Cy Young 
Award and World Series in 
2018 is one of 12 players mak-
ing their debut on the Baseball 
Hall of Fame ballot. I think his 
chances are uphill. He spent 
12 years in the majors with 
the Tigers, Sox and Mets and 
retired after COVID-shortened 
the 2020 season and retired 
after that at age 31.

When he arrived in Boston in 
2014, he would become part of 
back-to-back American League 
titles and first round exits in ’16 
and ’17. However, in 2018, the 
Sox won 108 games and went 
all the way in the postseason.

Porcello pitched to a career 
best 3.15 ERA and 22 wins, 
earning the Cy Young in ’16. 
His career took a tailspin in ’17 
losing 17 games. He did bounce 
back in 2018, but still pitched 
to an, ouch, 4.28 ERA.

He was rarely injured, and in 
his career had over 355 career 
games played with 351 starts. 
Total innings 2,096.1, 4.40 
ERA. He averaged 31.2 games 
and 185.2 innings per year.

Porcello won only 150 games 
which is pretty low and he 
was never selected as an All-
Star either. Remember, Curt 
Schilling who won, what was 
it, 221 games.? In fact the  
only pitcher I know who went 
into the Hall of Fame unani-
mously with only 154 games 
was Sandy Kouifax. Both he 
and Porcello didn’t play that 
many seasons. Koufax had 12 
seasons and Porcello had 13. 
However, in Koufax’s last six 
seasons, he was probably the 
best pitcher who ever pitched 
in baseball. Porcello was never 
Koufax.

I am not saying Porcello will 
never get into Cooperstown. In 
the past 15-20 seasons, lots of 
players have gotten inducted 
into the Hall who should have 
been selected. Standards have 
been lowered for admission. I 
am looking at all the newbies 
on the ballot in ’26 and those 
who weren’t selected this year 
and thinking nobody should 
get elected when the field is so 
questionable, huh?

Are the Lowell Spinners
Back?

More than five years after the 
Spinners folded when Minor 
League Baseball went through a 
number of chances as the Major 
Leagues reorganized those farm 
teams both connected to a  
major league team or as inde-
pendent clubs, it appears that 
the Spinners once a Single 
A affiliate of the Red Sox will 
be reborn as a Member of the 
Futures Collegiate Baseball 
League and will play at Lowell’s 
LeLacheur  Park .  Lowe l l 
Spinners Baseball is spinning 
back into action in the upcom-
ing 2026 season.

The new Spinners will be car-
rying on a legacy established by 
the original franchise founded 
in 1996 and played for 24 years 
as an affiliate of the Boston Red 
Sox and its final season in 2019 
just before COVID hit.

Among former Spinners’ play-
ers were Mookie Betts, Jackie 
Bradley Jr., Kevin Youkilis and 
Jonathan Papelbon. The team’s 
original manager, if I am not 
mistaken, was George “The 
Boomer” Scott.

Who can afford Fenway Park? 
Now we have alternatives not 
really that far away with the 
Woo Sox and the Spinners? 
Just as the Woo Sox have 
helped Worchester’s economy, 
so too will Lowell’s economy see 
an improvement too.

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 11/28/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C1035CA

In the Matter of 
Michael YuChung Chang

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has 
been filed by Michael YuChung Chang of  
Weston, MA requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name to: Michael 
Alexander Chang.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of December 16, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: November 18, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate  

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 11/28/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0703CA

In the Matter of 
JORDYN JE-ANNE ALYSIA MEDEIROS

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Minor has been 
filed by Jordyn Je-Anne Alysia Medeiros of  
North Billerica, MA requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their name to: Jordyn 
Je-Anne Alysia King.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of December 12, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: November 14, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run dates:  11/28, 12/05, 12/12/2025

NOTICE OF SALE
Not ice is  hereby given by Stephens 
Automotive Transport, 60 Union Street, 
Medford, MA 02155, pursuant to the provisions 
of G.L.c.255 39A, that on December 13, 2025 
at 10AM, at said address, the following motor 
vehicle(s) will be sold, in as is condition, no 
keys, at public sale to satisfy our garage 
keeper’s lien thereon for towing, storage, and 
expenses of notice and sale:

2016 FORD FOCUS, WHITE  
1FADP3F28GL306742

2015 CHEVROLET SILVERADO, 
WHITE 

1GCNCPEH2FZ362307
2005 BMW 745i, GRAY 
WBAGL63555DP75505

2007 CHEVROLET IMPALA, 
SILVER 

2G1WT58K279352042
2010 SUBARU FORESTER, BLUE 

JF2SH6CC2AH752765
2015 HONDA NC700X, BLACK 

JH2RC6304FK100023
2006 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE, 

BEIGE 
1J4GR48K96C243468

2010 FORD FOCUS, BLUE  
1FAHP3HN1AW245698

2007 NISSAN XTERRA, BLUE 
5N1AN08U07C512097

2017 RAM 1500, SILVER 
3C6RR7LT4HG622689

2004 MERCEDES-BENZ E-CLASS, 
BLACK 

WDBUF70J14A432774
2013 FORD EXPLORER, BLACK 

1FM5K8D83DGB42026
2008 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN, 

WHITE  
1D8HN44H88B124871

2006 SUZUKI GSX-R600, SILVER 
JS1GN7DA962111620

2024 KEPLER BIKE, BLACK 
IRYT52200165V12

2024 ZHILONG ST, BLACK 
HZ2TBCNF7R1009454

2012 YAMAHA ZUMA, WHITE 
RKRSA43AXCA112491

2024 ZHILONG ST, BLACK 
HZ2TBCNF4R1009573

2014 TAOTAO MOPED, RED 
L9N7EACB3E1170490

Jim Rice and Fred Lynn

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit 
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after December 22, 2025 
by public or private sale to satisfy a 
lien for towing, storage, and all other 
fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 11/28, 12/05, 12/12/2025

2012 FIAT 500 
Vin #3C3CFFAR6CT101972
2012 CHEVROLET MALIBU 
Vin #1G1ZC5E00CF308493

2003 ACURA MDX 
Vin #2HNYD18943H540316
2008 CHEVROLET MALIBU 
Vin #1G1ZF57598F258801

2017 CHEVROLET MALIBU 
Vin #1G1ZB5ST6HF104905
2023 JIAJUE JJ150T-16A 

Vin #LLPTGKBF6P1090269
2004 MERCURY MONTEREY 
Vin #2MRDA20204BJ05571
2008 HYUNDAI SONATA 

Vin #5NPEU46F78H386976
2007 TOYOTA RAV4 

Vin #JTMBD33V675122865
2008 MERCURY MARINER 
Vin #4M2CU97168KJ12929

2012 MAZDA MAZDA3 
Vin #JM1BL1V70C1629235

Run date: 11/28/2025

LEGAL NOTICE 
 Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P6112EA

Estate of
FRANCIS PAUL LOEBER

Also known as:
FRANCIS P. LOEBER

Date of Death: September 21, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above  
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Francis P. Loeber, Jr. of Weston, MA, a  
Will has been admitted to informal probate.

Francis P. Loeber, Jr. of Weston, MA has 
been informally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under 
informal procedure by the Personal Represen-
tative under the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative and can 
petition the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the Petitioner.
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by Richard Preiss

HOOPS and HOCKEY in the HUB

Blair Richardson
Canadian Middleweight had an Incredible Journey During His Short Life

Boxing        Ringside
WITH BOBBY FRANKLINWITH BOBBY FRANKLIN  

Back in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s, while working out 
at the New Garden Gym, I would 
hear the name Blair Richardson 
mentioned. Of course, many 
names came up in discussions 
among boxers, trainers, and 
other pugilistic related people. 
What caught my attention 
about the conversations con-
cerning Richardson was that 
while people recalled his talent 
in the ring, the discussions usu-
ally spent as much if not more 
time focusing on his character. 

It’s not that having good 
moral fiber was absent in the 
sport, though some days it 
appeared that might be the 
case, it was the fact that with 
Richardson his character stood 
out so strongly.

Blair Richardson fought only 
four times in Boston, yet he 
often seemed to be a local. 
Again, getting back to the char-
acter issue, he spent quite a 
bit of time in the Hub pursuing 
other objectives. He enrolled in 
Emerson College where he got 
earned a bachelor and master 
of science degrees in speech 
with minors in sociology and 
theology. He was also a member 
of the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. Eventually, he would 
join the faculty at Emerson 
College. He also hosted a 
Christian radio show for young 
people.

Born in Sydney, Nova Scotia 
on January 29, 1941, Blair 
came from mixture a people 
who were of English, Scotch, 
Welsh, and Irish stock. His 
forebears were a tough and 
sturdy lot who worked in hard 
industries such as coal mining. 
Blair inherited their hardiness. 

He took to boxing at an early 
age, skipping the amateurs and 
going directly into the profes-
sional ranks. Starting in 1958, 
he had 21 bouts in Nova Scotia, 

winning 19 with one loss and 
one draw.

In 1960, he traveled down 
to Boston where he faced Dick 
Verti on March 14 at the Boston 
Garden. The fans didn’t get to 
see much of Blair that night as 
he kayoed lightly regarded Verti 
in the first round. 

Richardson returned to 
Boston a month later and won a 
six-round decision over Wilbur 
Washington. Again, not terribly 
impressive. It was in his next 
match that he got to see just 
how rough and tough boxers 
from the Boston area could be.

On April 16, 1960, he took 

on the very hard punching Al 
Rose from Brookline, MA with 
the fight being held on Blair’s 
home turf of Nova Scotia. This 
fight was a brutal affair. With 
the sound of the opening bell 
still in the air, Rose charged 
across the ring and connected 
with a right hand. The punch 
not only put the Canadian on 
the canvas for the first time 
in his career, it broke his jaw. 
Quite a tough start.

With the rest of the ten 
rounder still ahead of him, 
Blair elected to carry the fight 
to Rose and managed to back 
him up. The fight turned into a 
brawl, but there would be more 
problems for Richardson. In the 
fifth round, he broke his right 
hand when he landed a punch 
on his opponent’s head. Gritting 
his teeth through the pain, he 
came out for the sixth round 
and kayoed Rose. 

His jaw would eventually 
heal, but the fragile hands 
would plague him throughout 
his career. In his next thirteen 
fights, he would win twelve 
while being stopped by Burke 
Emory in a fight where Blair was 
way ahead on points. 

In 1962, he was given a shot 
at Wilf Greaves for the Canadian 
middleweight title but was 
stopped in the tenth round 
after being dropped four times 
in that session. In a rematch 
two months later, he turned  
the tables on Greaves, dropping 
him four times before putting 

Joey Archer and Blair trading 
punches

Gomeo Brennan
Vs. Richardson

Richardson with Trainer 
Johnny Buckley

Blair Richardson

the champ away in the 8th 
round.

The Greaves victory put 
Richardson on the radar, and 
in 1963, he was matched 
with leading contender Joey 
Archer at Madison Square 
Garden. The bout took place 
on February 16th was televised. 
This was Blair’s big chance. 
Unfortunately, he wasn’t ready 
for the step up in class and 
lost a one-sided decision to the 
speedster Archer. This is the 
only fight of Richardson’s that 
can be seen on film. 

After the Archer fight, he took 
on Wilf Greaves in a rubber 

match for the Canadian title, 
winning a 12-round decision. 
It was another rough bout and 
Blair was taken to the hospital 
after to be examined for head 
injuries. None were detected,  
but he had taken some tough 
shots in the later rounds of the 
fight. 

On September 9, 2007, Blair 
took on Boston favorite Joe 
DeNucci in Nova Scotia. This 
fight ended in controversy when 
the referee disqualified Joe in 
the 7th round citing low blows 
as the reason. The two met 
again one month later.

This time Richardson proved 
himself when he not only won a 
decisive victory over ten rounds, 
he also dropped Joe to the can-
vas in the eight-round and put 
him through the ropes twice. As 
the bout drew to a close the cou-
rageous DeNucci was hanging 

in there with one eyed closed 
and his face a bloody mess. 

In 1965, Blair got a shot 
at veteran Gomeo Brennan 
for the Commonwealth mid-
dleweight title. Brennan was 
slightly ahead going into the 
11th round of the 12 rounder 
when he caught Richardson 
with a sneak right that put the 
Canadian down for the count. 
In a rematch the following year, 
Blair pulled out a 12-round split 
decision to win the crown. 

At this point in his life, 
things were changing for Blair 
Richardson. He had just two 
more fights, beating Boston’s 
Paul Christie by TKO, and earn-
ing a draw against cagy Isaac 
Logart. 

When it looked as if he might 
be working his way back into 
the middleweight mix, Blair 
suddenly announced his retire-
ment. He told reporters he had 
lost his “viciousness.” He was 
just 26 years old but did have 
a full career behind him. His 
final record was 52 fights with 
45 wins (36 kayos), 5 losses (3 
by kayo), and 2 draws. 

He spent time teaching speech 
at Northeastern University 
before joining the faculty at 
Emerson College. He continued 
following in his strong Christian 
faith and proved a role model 
for young people who saw how 
to live a decent life through his 
example.

In 1971, at the age of 30, 
Blair was taken to New England 
Deaconess Hospital in Boston 
where he underwent surgery for 

(Continued on Page 10)

PUTTING IT ALL ON THE 
LINE — They are designated by 
two titles — either foul shots or 
free throws.

They take place, of course. In 
basketball and are awarded for 
a variety of reasons, the most 
common being when a player 
makes illegal physical contact 
with another player.

The free throw has been a part 
of basketball since the inception 
of the sport. It is mentioned 
in James Naismith’s original 
rules of basketball in 1893. 
Originally, the line where the 
foul shooter stood was 20 feet 
away from the basket and a 
free throw as well as a basket 
were each worth two points.  
In 1896 the scoring was 
changed, keeping a basket at 
two points while a success-
ful foul shot was reduced to a 
single point.

That came a year after the 
foul line was moved to within 15 
feet of the basket as measured 
horizontally from the face of 
the backboard to the free throw 
line –– the distance still in use 
today.

Today, with the use of the 
three-point shot employed on a 
regular basis, a foul committed 
against a shooter beyond the 
arc can result in three foul shot 
attempts.

A major rules change in the 
game came in 1924 when it was 
mandated that the player fouled 
had to take the foul shots. Prior 
to that time a player other 
than the one who was fouled 
could come to the line for the 
attempts.

Thus, teams frequently relied 
on a “best shooter” to proceed 
to the line and attempt the free 
throws.

With the change in the rules, 
came a change in strategy. 
Teams trailing late in the game 
began purposely fouling poor 
shooters in the hopes that 
they would miss the shots and 
the trailing team would regain 
possession.

Over the long history of the 
game, going to the line with 
only a little time remaining 
has determined the outcome of 
many games. Whether the shots 
have been missed or made have 
resulted in one team emerging 
victorious and another leaving 
the floor defeated.

Of course, that is the way it 
seems. For if one consults the 
final box score, which reflects 
how things transpired over the 
entire game, one often sees 
statistics that indicate the game 
was really won or lost because 
of what happened over the 
course of the entire contest.

The Celtics, with their 18 NBA 
championship banners hanging 
in the rafters, have certainly 
had their share of excellent free 
throw shooters.

One of the best from an ear-
lier era was Bill Sharman, who 
played for the Celtics from 1951 
to 1961. During that span he 
led the NBA in free throw per-
centage a record seven times 
and for a record five consecutive 
seasons.

His best year came during the 
1958-1959 season when shot a 
sparkling 93.2 percent from the 
line. That remained the NBA 
record until Ernie DiGregorio, a 
former Providence College star, 
shot 94.5 percent from the line 

while playing for the Buffalo 
Braves (now the Los Angeles 
Clippers) during the 1976-1977 
season.

The real reason Sharman  
was so good was his desire 
to practice on a daily basis. 
His legacy that he left to the 
entire NBA is that he was the 
originator of the game day 
shootaround.

This regimen, which contin-
ues to various degrees through-
out the NBA, consists of having 
a practice the morning of a 
game, assuming the game will 
be played at night.

Sharman’s concept not only 
came to embrace his Celtics 
teammates but eventually all 
franchises throughout the  
NBA. Today, because of players 
needing rest because of tight 
scheduling, it may not always 
be held, but it continues to be 
a form of practice throughout 
the league.

The National Hockey League 
uses the same concept with its 
morning skate.

Sharman attributed his 
exceptional free throw shoot-
ing to a time during his col-
lege career at the University of 
Southern California.

“When I was a sophomore 
at USC I had a perfect record 
shooting fouls,” he said as 
reported in an internet post-
ing. “I made 18 out of 18. That 
was the first time that had 
been done in the Pacific Coast 
Conference. The Los Angeles 
papers made a big story out 
of it. Suddenly, everybody was 
watching my foul shooting and 
I began to work even harder 
on it.”

That emphasis was on full 
view during the 1956-1957 NBA 
regular season he sank 55 free 
throws in a row. That was the 
same season that culminated 
with the Celtics defeating the 
St. Louis Hawks in double 
overtime in game seven in the 
NBA Finals.

 He went out and made 56 
straight free throws during the 
1858-1959 season.

He also made 50 in a row on 
two other occasions. On one 
of them, after missing his 51st 
shot, he went on to connect on 
29 more in a row, thus making 
79 out of 80.

As Sharman’s streaks from 
the foul line got extended, so 
did the expectation from the fan 
base. Inevitably, he would miss 
a shot now and then.

“People thought something 
was the matter with me,” 
he recalled. “I suppose they 
expected me to make every 
shot.”

Sharman was a multi-fac-
eted athlete in high school 
and beyond. Consider just the 
breadth of his high school ath-
letic experience.

He won 15 letters. He was 
captain and fullback on the 
football team, the high scorer on 
the basketball team, a pitcher 
and first baseman on the base-
ball team, a tennis champion  
in Central California, a shot-
putter, discus and javelin 
thrower plus a hurdler in track 
and field. He also was a com-
petitive weightlifter plus an 
amateur boxer who never lost 
a fight.

(Continued on Page 10)




