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News Briefs
by Sal Giarratani

(Continued on Page 9)

Thanksgiving is much more 
than a big meal with family 
and friends. It’s a time to reflect 
on, and be thankful for, all of 
the good things you have. It’s 
important to be grateful, not 
just on Thanksgiving, but each 
and every day. Rather than 
lamenting what you feel is lack-
ing in your life, begin each new 
day by developing an attitude 
of gratitude. Take inventory of 
your blessings and you will be 
surprised at just how much you 
have to be thankful for.

If you have enough to eat, 
a place to live, a way to get 
around, people who care about 
you, or people you care about, 
then you are wealthy. If you lack 
any of these elements, you must 
still be grateful for what you do 
have, while striving to obtain 
whatever is absent.

Focus on all positive aspects 
of your life. Take nothing 
for granted. Every morning, 
recharge your appreciation. Be 
happy for everything there is, 
not upset over what you feel is 
missing.

Dreams  o f  t h e  fu tu r e 
shouldn’t diminish appreciation 
for the present. If all you do is 
concentrate on what you want, 
you won’t enjoy today. Don’t be 
jealous of others; what they do 
or have has no bearing on you.

You can feel bitter or resentful 
for a variety of reasons. Perhaps 
you feel something is missing 

Thanksgiving:
Have an Attitude of Gratitude

by Bryan Golden

from your life, things aren’t 
going your way, or you have 
been treated unfairly. You may 
wonder, “why do these things 
always happen to me?”

Life’s problems tend to domi-
nate your thoughts, turning 
your focus to what you feel is 
wrong. You may start to resent 
those who appear to be better 
off. You’re apt to dwell on things 
you think would make your life 
better if you had them. If only 
you had more money, more 
time, a bigger house, a different 
car, a different job, a different 
boss, had picked a different 
career, etc.

Once your attitude becomes 
one of deficiency instead of 
abundance and appreciation, 
you can become overwhelmed 
by feelings of frustration and 
feel like a victim. As this hap-
pens, a consuming vicious cycle 
starts.

Being bitter or resentful blows 
situations out of proportion. 
People who are bitter frequently 
find that their situations dete-
riorate and their mental and 
physical health decays.

It’s difficult, if not impossible, 
to achieve your goals while 
you are bitter or resentful. 
Regardless of what challenges 
might befall you, bitterness 
makes finding solutions much 
more elusive.

There is no point to feeling 
bitter since it accomplishes 

nothing, harms you and makes 
things worse. Filling yourself 
with gratitude on a daily basis 
makes you feel good, while driv-
ing out negative feelings.

Begin your practice of grati-
tude each morning as soon as 
you wake. Every day is a great 
day. If you have any doubts, try 
missing one. Take inventory of 
everything, no matter how small 
or seemingly insignificant, that 
is good in your life.

If it helps, make a written list 
of all things you are grateful for. 
Read your list every day. As you 
do this, you will build and rein-
force your attitude of gratitude. 
Don’t waste any time with what 
you feel you don’t have. 

Keep things in perspective. 
Consider all the people who 
have overcome difficulties far 
worse than yours. Don’t be 
consumed by your problems, 
there is always a solution. 
Maintaining an attitude of 
gratitude allows your mind to 
devise a resolution for your 
circumstances.

Make every day a day of 
Thanksgiving and you will be 
amazed how much better your 
life will become.

Bryan is  the  author  o f 
“Dare to Live Without Limits.” 
Contact Bryan at Bryan@
columnist.com or visit www.
DareToLiveWithoutLimits.com 
Copyright 2025 Bryan Golden

It may have been the longest 
U.S. Federal Government shut-
down in history, resulting in 
travel chaos, frozen EBT funds 
and more than one million fed-
eral workers going unpaid, but 
for members of congress it was 
direct deposits as usual. Each 
lawmaker took home approxi-
mately $20,000, or more than 
$10 million combined during the 
shutdown. 

Lawmakers in the 100 mem-
ber Senate and the 435-seat 
House of Representatives con-
tinued to receive their consti-
tutionally protected $174,000 
annual salary, even while federal 
workers, including their own 
staff, went without a regular 
paycheck for well over six weeks. 
Lawmakers’ pay is guaranteed 
by Article I, Section 6 of the 
U.S. Constitution, which states 
their salaries are “paid out of  
the Treasury of the United 
States.” 

Congress Suffers Zero Financial Impacts 
During Government Shutdown

by Patti Sartori
The average member of con-

gress earns approximately $476 
dollars per day, House Speaker 
Mike Johnson (R-LA) earns the 
most at $233,500 annually, 
$612 per day or $26,330 during 
the shutdown. Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) 
did not take a salary during 
the shutdown according to his 
Senate office. 

Approximately fifty-five sena-
tors claimed to refuse their 
paychecks during the shutdown, 
however Senator Ed Markey 
(D-Mass), blocked a bill drafted 
by Senator Rick Scott (R-FL) that 
would have stopped lawmakers’ 
paychecks for the duration of 
the shutdown. Senator Lindsay 
Graham (R-SC) and a few others 
said they would donate their pay 
to charity while the government 
remained closed.

The  B ipa r t i san  Po l i c y 
Center think-tank estimated 
670,000 federal employees were 

furloughed and 730,000 con-
tinued to work without pay. 
1.3 million active-duty military 
personnel and over 750,000 
National Guard and reserve 
personnel were also affected. 
Anyone who had their salaries 
frozen will receive back pay 
thanks to an order that was 
signed by President Trump last 
week to reopen the government. 

“Maybe the Democrats would 
have been more reluctant to 
shut the government down for 
a political stunt if they were 
forced to live like American’s 
who couldn’t get food stamps, 
or had their flights cancelled, or 
didn’t get paid for their work in 
a federal agency. Maybe mem-
bers should heed the “No Kings” 
chant and serve the people 
rather than treat them like peas-
ants to be ruled,” commented 
Joe Grogan, who formerly served 
in President Trump’s Office of 
Management and Budget.

Socialist in Seattle
A self-proclaimed socialist named Katie Wilson, who 

is still financially supported by her NY parents at 43 
years old, will be the next mayor of Seattle overseeing 
a city budget close to $9 billion. Her campaign was 
likened to Zohran Mamdani in New York. Unlike the 
Big Apple, it went right down to the wire.

Migrants Causing
Soaring House Prices?

Vice President JD Vance was recently interviewed 
by Fox News host Sean Hannity and explained that 
the surge in illegal immigration, coupled with a lack of 
new housing, sent housing prices higher and higher, 
putting the American Dream out of reach for many.

“A lot of young people are saying housing is way 
too expensive. Why is that? Because we flooded the 
country with 30 million illegal immigrants,” Vance 
stated. He also argued illegal immigrants were “taking 
houses that ought by right to go to American citizens” 
at a time when the country wasn’t “building enough 
new houses to begin with.” 

Delta Apologizes to Amputee
Delta Airlines has acknowledged it had wronged a 

Marine veteran with prosthetic legs who said he was 
forced by a flight crew to move from a seat in the 
emergency exit row, which set off a lawsuit.

The airline apologized two days after the veteran 
accused the airline in legal papers of discriminating 
against him before takeoff on a May flight from JFK to 
Atlanta because he’s a double amputee. Dela stated 
that it had “apologized directly” with the flyer.

No Evidence for Absurd Claim
“Trump Aid Cuts (USAID funding) kill more 

Christians than Jihadists do.”
— Nicholas Kristof, NY Times columnist
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AESCULAPIUS & HIPPOCRATES
The ancient  Greek god 

o f  Med ic ine  was  named 
Aesculapius. He was often 
portrayed clad in a cloak while 
carrying a staff that had a ser-
pent (snake) coiled around it. 
Mythology identifies him as a 
son of Apollo who was taught 
the art of healing by Chiron, a 
centaur. For those readers who 
might have forgotten, a cen-
taur was a mythological figure, 
half man and half horse. The 
ancients considered them to 
be symbols of the destructive 
forces of nature. Chiron the 
centaur is supposed to have 
possessed great knowledge in 
the arts and sciences, which 
he also taught to Hercules and 
Achilles.

T h e  s t a f f  c a r r i e d  b y 
Aesculapius was the origin of 
the “mace” that Greek ambassa-
dors or heralds carried in time 
of war. Originally, it was an olive 
branch with garlands. Legend 
tells us that Mercury, messen-
ger of the gods, often carried a 
similar short staff or wand, and 
that at one time he came upon 
two snakes that were fighting. 
Mercury separated the snakes 
with his wand and henceforth 
the staff became known as 
the symbol of peace. At a later 
date, the staff was surmounted 
with two wings (a symbol of 
Mercury’s speed), entwined 
with two snakes, and named 
“The Caduceus.” We know it as 

the official emblem of the U.S. 
Medical Corps, and of medicine 
in general.

Another popular legend tells 
us that Aesculapius went about 
the land curing the sick, and by 
some unexplainable power, was 
also able to recall the dead to 
life. Zeus feared that mankind 
might use this Samaritan as 
a means to escape death alto-
gether, so he killed Aesculapius 
with a thunderbolt, but out 
of respect for his good deeds, 
placed him among the stars.

Hippocrates was a direct 
descendant of Aesculapius. He 

also practiced the art of heal-
ing while traveling throughout 
Greece. He was born about 
460 B.C., and died in his early 
80’s. The so-called “Hippocratic 
Oath” dates back to very early 
times. It was an oath taken by 
young men when they began 
their medical studies, and of 
course, the practice of taking 
such an oath has continued 
with graduating medical stu-
dents’ right up to modern times. 
The present oath was thought 
to be the work of Hippocrates 
but subsequent research fixes 
its origins at some time during 
the 3rd century A.D.

The contemporary version is 
as follows:

“I swear by Apollo, the physi-
cian, by Aesculapius, by Hygieia, 
Panacea, and all the gods and 
goddesses, that according to my 
ability and judgment I will keep 
this oath and stipulation. I will 
look upon him who shall have 
taught me this art even as one 
of my parents. I will share my 
substance with him, and I will 
supply his necessities, if he be in 
need. I will regard his offspring 
even as my own brethren and I 
will teach them this art, if they 
would learn it, without fee or 
covenant. I will impart this art by 
precept, by lecture, and by every 
mode of teaching, not only to my 
own sons but also to the sons 

The CEO of Ford Jim Farley, 
recently expressed frustra-
tion at the inability to fill five 
thousand mechanic jobs, each 
of which pays $120,000 annu-
ally. The chief executive is very 
concerned there is a shortage 
of skilled tradespeople in the 
U.S. “We are in trouble in our 
country. We are not talking 
about this enough. We have 
over one million openings in 
critical jobs, emergency ser-
vices, trucking, factory work-
ers, plumbers, electricians and 
tradesmen. It’s a very serious 
thing., Farley said on an episode 
of the Office Hours: Business 
Edition podcast.

T h e  $ 1 2 0 , 0 0 0  s a l a r y 
is almost twice the aver-
age annual American sal-
ary, according to the Social 
Security Administration. It 

Skilled Tradespeople Needed
takes approximately five years 
to learn how to pull a diesel 
engine out of a Ford Super Duty 
truck, and the country isn’t 
training enough people to do 
it, according to Farley. “We do 
not have enough trade schools,” 
added Farley.

Earl ier  this  year,  Ford 
unveiled a $4 million initia-
tive to fund scholarships for 
auto technicians. “We are not 
investing in educating a next 
generation of people like my 
grandfather who had nothing, 
who built a middle-class life 
and a future for his family,” 
Farley stated His grandfather 
was employee 389 at Ford and 
worked on the company’s flag-
ship Model T.

The mechanic shortage at 
Ford is part of a larger issue fac-
ing manufacturing and skilled 

Res Publica
by David Trumbull

Thanksgiving

Pilgrims, Plymouth Rock, Poultry, and Pumpkin Pie will all be 
on the menu next week as we Americans, of every origin, re-enact 
and re-interpret the story of that first Thanksgiving in 1621. 
Somehow, in the story of those Englishmen and women of a strict 
Calvinist religion, we find meaning to suit the needs of a multi-
ethnic and multi-religious nation. 

Truly, Thanksgiving is THE AMERICAN HOLIDAY. It is not  
associated with any particular religion, ethnic background, or 
American geography. Thanksgiving is a canvass with a few immu-
table features penciled in, but it is for every American family to 
complete the picture as they choose. Italian-Americans, who 
arrived near three centuries after the first Thanksgiving, have 
embraced the holiday and have enriched it with traditions from 
the old country. There are many jokes about serving turkey and 
lasagna!

The pilgrims also gave us Democracy. On board the ship 
Mayflower, which was anchored at Provincetown, the pilgrims 
signed the Mayflower Compact to: 

“solemnly and mutually in the Presence of God and one of another, 
covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil Body Politick, 
for our better Ordering and Preservation, and Furtherance of the 
Ends aforesaid; And by Virtue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame, 
such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions and 
Offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and con-
venient for the General good of the Colony; unto which we promise 
all due submission and obedience.”

And, thus, was established the first experiment in limited self-
government in North America. Much has changed since 1621. 
The America of 2025 is one that the Pilgrims could never have 
imagined. Yet, their faith, their perseverance, and their early 
experiment in democracy, still continue. Italian-Americas have 
not been shy about seeking, and winning, elected offices at the 
local, state, and national levels.

May God bless all the readers of the Post-Gazette with his 
bounty. 

May he bring all traveling over the weekend safely to their 
destinations. 

May he open our hearts to be attentive to the needs of those 
less fortunate.

trades. This past August, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) counted over 400,000 
open manufacturing positions, 
even with 4.3% unemploy-
ment. The automotive industry 
alone faces an annual short-
fall of about 37,000 trained 
technicians, according to the 
National Automobile Dealers 
Association. The BLS projects 
as average of 67,800 openings 
for automotive service techni-
cians and mechanics each year 
through 2033.

Farley is passionate about 
the shortage, stating “A bay 
with a lift and tools and no one 
to work in it, are you kidding 
me.?” Baby boomers are retir- 
ing from trades faster than 
millennials and Gen Zers are 
entering them. Trade schools 
and community colleges have 
not kept up with the technol-
ogy, manual and digital skills 
needed. “The community col-
leges, the career tech programs 
do a solid job in providing foun-
dational training, but we often 
see that they’re out of date when 
it comes to keeping up with how 
fast things are moving from a 
technology standpoint.” Said 
Rich Garrity, a board member 
of the National Association of 
Manufacturers.

There are signs of change. 
Last year showed a 16% spike in 
trade school enrollment, a 0.6% 
decrease in college enrollment 
from fall of 2020 to fall of 2023 
and a 4.9% growth in trade 

(Continued on Page 11)

(Continued on Page 6)

New Year 2026 will kick off in a generous fashion for Boston 
Mayor Michelle Wu and each of the thirteen city council members. 
Fresh of an uncontested re-election bid, Wu will receive a $43,000 
raise, equivalent to a 20% increase on her current $207,000 salary, 
come January, bringing her annual salary to $250,000. All twelve 
incumbent councilors and the newly elected District 7 councilor 
will see a $5,000 pay hike, from their current $120,000 annual 
salary to $125,000 in January. 

Thanks to legislation passed by the council in 2022, councilors 
have seen pay increases annually since 2024. At that time the 
council chose to adopt a tiered increase after their first attempt 
at raising their pay to $125,000 beginning in January 2024 was 
vetoed by Mayor Wu. Using the tiered structure, councilors enjoyed 
a salary increase from $103,000 to $115,000 in 2024, $120,000 
in 2025 and will see another salary increase to $125,000 in 
January, 2026.

There are no additional pay raises for the Mayor or City Council 
currently on the table, so any further salary increases would have 
to be proposed and subsequently voted on and approved by the 
city council.

ELECTION BONUS ON TAP
for Boston Mayor and
City Council Members

by Patti Sartori
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Halloween Fun at ABCD North End NSC

City Councilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata getting into the 
Halloween spirit as a friendly witch

The offices of Mayor Michelle Wu, State Representative Aaron 
Michlewitz, and City Councilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata and 
ABCD North End/West End NSC Director Julia Power visiting 
with North End constituents

North End/West End NSC 
Advisory Board Member 
Victor Brogna on trumpet

The  ABCD No r th  End 
Neighborhood Service Center 
hosted a cheerful Halloween 
party at its North End loca-
tion for local neighborhood 
seniors. The offices of Mayor 
Michelle Wu (Maria Perez) and 
State Representative Aaron 
Michlewitz (Karen D’Amico) 
stopped by with greetings and 
sweet treats to share. City 
Councilor Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata also visited the center 
along with her legislative aide 
Samantha Peracchi. The city 
councilor dressed as a friendly 
witch and brought more good-
ies: she didn’t scare any con-
stituents, but just made them 
smile! 

Director Julia Power cooked 
up a tasty lunch of sausage 
sandwiches and salad served by 
her team, and everyone enjoyed 

a festive afternoon filled with 
food, laughter, and community 
spirit. It was a wonderful way 
to celebrate the fall season 
together in the heart of the 
North End.

The Ausonia Council #1513 
Knights of Columbus in the 
North End delivered 10 dozen 
warm winter jackets to the Rita 
A. Dimento Women’s Clinic 
at St. Anthony’s Shrine in 
downtown Boston this past 

(Left to Right): Past Grand Knight Joe Sgarano, Past Grand Knight John Romano, Treasurer 
Stephen Scapicchio, Grand Knight John Pagluica, Past Grand Knight & Financial Secretary 
John Fiumara, and Fr. Tom Conway Executive Director of St. Francis Shrine. Also, as part of 
this effort Past Grand Knight John Romano brought along 6 dozen pairs of warm winter gloves 
for the shelter as well — through funds raised for a separate charity drive for the shelter.

Ausonia Council #1513 Knights of Columbus 
Donates Winter Coats

Friday. Officers of the K. of C. 
brought the much-needed coats 
to the shelter just as tempera-
tures started to drop this past 
week. The coats are used as  
an incentive for the women 
to come to the shelter and 

receive much need care from 
counselors, doctors and more. 
The Knights, working with 
Maryanne Ponti from the clinic 
have started a lifelong bond to 
help those most in need in our 
community. 

There are lots of happen-
ing occurring at Christopher 
Columbus park, located on 
Atlantic Ave in the North End/
Wharf District. If you have 
taken the opportunity to enjoy 
the recent Fall events, including 
the Harvest Festival, Halloween 
Celebration, and the dedica-
tion of the recent take a book, 
donate a book, children/adult 
library box, near the Richmond 
Street flower bed & tot lot, 
please stop by and check it  
out. You can’t miss it, it’s  
bright red. Coming up next 
week, on Monday, November 
24 is the annual trellis light- 
ing, 5:00 pm, which will fes-
tively illuminate the entire 
area. Head down and enjoy the 
celebration.

The recent Quarterly meeting 
was quite informative. Cheryl 
DelGreco, a longtime North End 
resident, was a guest speaker. 
Cheryl is leading the effort to 
study climate resiliency and 
the need for flood prevention 
readiness in the North End/
Wharf District. It was a great 
opportunity to learn about 
the work of the North End 
Waterfront Climate Alliance, 
a group which she founded. 
Cheryl has also been President 
of the North End/Waterfront 
Residents Association (NEWRA) 
for the past 8 years, an all- 
volunteer, non-profit commu-
nity organization. Both organi-
zation are extremely fortunate 
to have Cheryl at the helm. 
She truly does a phenomenal 
job!

Cheryl offered an extensive 
overview of what NEWRA has 
been covering the past year or 
so, in addition to an update of 
the Climate Alliance initiative. 
She commented on how fortu-
nate she is to live in this neigh-
borhood, and is grateful for 
such a supportive community. 
Cheryl spoke about NEWRA’s 
support of a renovation to the 
library on Parmenter Street, 
a public hearing sponsored 
by District 1 City Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta Zapapa regard-
ing an increase in parking fines 
during Garden events, the North 
End Historical Museum slated 
for Prince Street in 2026, the 
250th Anniversary/Tall Ship 

Friends of Christopher 
Columbus (FOCC) Park 

Quarterly Meeting
Celebration in July, the Cross 
Street Gateway Project under 
construction by DePasquale 
Ventures, and the State Street 
Project which NEWRA has kept 
a close eye on. 

T h e  C l i m a t e  A l l i a n c e 
was fortunate to receive a 
grant, through the efforts of 
State Representative Aaron 
Michlewitz to conduct a study 
and partner with the Army 
Corps of Engineers. It has 
been and will continue to be a 
fairly long process. The funding 
request for the actual design 
will not go before Congress until 
2028 and from there it could be 
closer to 2040 before the project 
is actually complete. 

T h e  l e a d e r s  o f  R U F F 
(Responsible Urbanites For 
Fido), Leslie Horn Wallus and 
Dave Goggins, presented the 
new plans for the Richmond 
Street dog run. RUFF is a 
non-profit group founded by 
two North End residents who 
responded to neighbors’ com-
plaints about dogs off leash, on 
ball fields and the lack of clean 
up. In the twelve years since 
RUFF was founded, the group 
transformed the top area of the 
“Gassy” into a safe welcoming 
and beautiful space, including 
an amazing dog run.

The Richmond Street dog run 
is located on a parcel of land 
owned by the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation 
(DOT). Once again, thanks to the 
efforts of State Representative 
Aaron Michlewitz, a $125,000 
grant was secured to redesign 
and update this parcel and 
beautify it into a workable space 
for dogs, their owners as well  
as other North End neighbors. 
The park will not be locked 
and will be well lit and have 
water accessibility and a com-
mon sitting area. The design 
is currently over budget and 
still needs some tweaks but 
the group is confident it will 
be a well-used space once it 
is complete. If anyone would 
like to donate, go to the link 
RuffBoston.org. 

Thank you to FOCC Park 
for all their hardworking and 
congratulations on the upcom-
ing 25th Anniversary of the 
organization. 
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L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore
Food, Feasts and Hearts Full of Thanks

by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz
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THINKING
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As November curls its golden 
glow around us, my mind wan-
ders to images of Thanksgiving, 
as vivid and fragrant as a per-
fectly seasoned stuffing. I think 
of pale sunlight painting pat-
terns on the floor, shining 
through the last orange leaves 
which stubbornly cling to oth-
erwise bare branches. Memories 
of relatives bustling through 
a crowded kitchen carrying 
plates of steaming food fill 
me with the warmth of a hug, 
especially when I smile as I 
remember the peals of laughter 
ringing throughout the house. 
The buzz of cheering crowds 
emanates from the sound of 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade on television, occa-
sionally interrupted by com-
mercials featuring jingle bells 
and Santa’s robust ho-ho-ho. 
Most of all, however, I can 
taste the explosion of flavors in 
my mouth from our delectable 
Thanksgiving dishes: creamy 
sweet potato, tart cranberries, 
a velvety pumpkin cheese-
cake. Thanksgiving remains 
one of my favorite holidays 
because it celebrates the very 
essence of togetherness, rev-
eling in the pleasures of the 
home and hearth. My family’s 
Thanksgiving combines Italian 
and American customs, result-
ing in a feast that honors the 
universality of love and family.

Food has always been an 
invaluable staple of Italian 
culture, and as such my fam-
ily views Thanksgiving as 
the epitome of the primordial 
desire to share a meal. Every 
item on the menu is prepared 
with an abundant amount of 
thought and care — yes, even 
my vegetarian Tofurkey, replete 
with its own gravy and wild 
rice stuffing. I always eagerly 
await my mother’s sweet potato 
casserole, warm with autum-
nal spices and topped with 
a crunchy streusel of brown 
sugar and pecans. I contribute 

my fresh New England-style 
salad made with crisp apples, 
blue cheese and cranberries, as 
well as a pumpkin cheesecake 
with a seasonally appropriate 
gingersnap crust. My father-in-
law provides a pecan pie with a 
silky chocolate bottom, while 
my grandmother would make 
heaping bowls of spaghetti 
homemade on an ancient hand-
cranked utensil caked with 
flour. No matter the food on the 
table, however, whether Italian 
or American, what proves most 
important is that we honor 
the bountiful harvest of the 
Earth. Thanksgiving occurs 
at the point of the year after 
the gathering of the harvest 
and withering away of vegeta-
tion; as such, it beckons us to 
enjoy the cozy warmth of family 
and friends, forming a barrier 
against the encroaching dark, 
cold winter. This symbolic con-
notation compels me to believe 
that Thanksgiving should never 
be celebrated alone but rather 
with others in a celebratory 
atmosphere, sharing in commu-
nal feasting and unending love 
of family. The more the merrier 
on this most ritual of holidays!

Indeed, communal food-based 
festivals similar to Thanksgiving 
dot the Italian calendar dur-
ing the autumn and winter. 
The most famous of these, St. 
Martin’s Day, occurred this past 
week on November 11th, when 
Italian villages gathered for 
banquets featuring chestnuts, 
goose, and the year’s new wine. 
Now that the Christmas season 
quickly approaches, Italians are 
busy in the kitchens or markets 
preparing delectable meals for 
the holiday gatherings and 
various saints’ days that pep-
per the months of November 
and December. These ritualistic 
celebrations and meals tap into 
the powerful desire not only to 
share strength and sustenance 
with the community, but also 
to maintain an irrevocable 

connection to the traditions of 
the past. According to Italian-
American author Helen Barolini 
in her book Festa, the most 
significant part of sharing food 
is the ritual behind it, the 
repeated customs and motifs 
that link it to larger, universal 
themes. Whenever I gather for 
a Thanksgiving feast, I sense a 
special kinship with my Italian 
ancestors of yore, who also 
congregated around a family 
table on cool, blustery days to 
pay homage to the last bounty 
the Earth bestowed on them 
before settling for its long win-
ter repose. A tradition does not 
have to be intricate and fancy to 
remind us of our subconscious 
desires for love, gratitude and 
hope. For example, my husband 
and I sometimes go out for sushi 
the day after Thanksgiving, a 
way of eating a light meal to 
counterbalance the excesses of 
the day before and to eschew 
the rampant commercialism 
of Black Friday. Honoring our 
traditions, no matter how small, 
simultaneously joins us to our 
past while imbuing our present 
with renewed meaning. 

There are many ways we can 
commemorate the importance 
of feasting and tradition this 
Thanksgiving — ways that last 
beyond the date of the holiday 
on November 27th. We should 
donate food to local charities 
and food banks, giving families 
in need the chance to partake in 
this festival of gratitude, togeth-
erness, and love. We should 
relish the time we spend in the 
company of family and friends, 
ensuring that we fill the air with 
laughter and constantly remind 
each other of our mutual love. 
And finally, we should all share 
food together, reveling in that 
highly symbolic act of com-
munity and familiarity, an act 
which formed the backbone of 
our ancestors’ lives and drives 
us forward with hope for the 
future.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz 
is a high school history teacher. 
She appreciates any comments 
and suggestions about Italian 
ho l idays and fo lk lore  a t 
adicenso89@gmail.com.

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit 
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after December 01, 2025 
by public or private sale to satisfy a 
lien for towing, storage, and all other 
fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 11/07, 11/14, 11/21/2025

2006 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 
Vin #KMHDN46D16U206638

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY 
Vin #4T1BF32KX6U117914

2007 DODGE CALIBER 
Vin #1B3HB48B57D374151

1999 FORD E150 
Vin #1FTRE1426XHB82583

2016 CHEVROLET EQUINOX 
Vin #2GNFLFEK8G6101214

2003 TOYOTA CAMRY 
Vin #4T1BE32K53U147241

2008 FORD E350 
Vin #1FBSS31L48DB19773

2006 MERCURY MOUNTAINEER 
Vin #4M2EU48886UJ07143
2007 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 

Vin #KMHDU46D07U252515

Well, at least there’s a sem-
blance of sanity returning to 
Capitol Hill with the longest 
Shutdown in U.S. History com-
ing to an end and hopefully real 
soon. The Democrats foolishly 
played a game of chicken and 
the party got plucked. This was 
all about the need to “resist” 
Trump, nothing more, nothing 
less. 

Kudos to the seven and one 
Senate Democrats and one 
Independent who crossed over 
the aisle to get this country 
working again. Shame on all 
those out-of-touch Democrats 
who seemed to put their petty 
politics over hungry children, 
unpaid workers and stranded 
travelers.

It is time for Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer and 
House Minority Leader Hakeem 
Jeffries to exit their current 
positions in the Democrat lead-
ership team. They gambled and 
lost. Out they should go.

Finally, once Democrats and 
Republicans up on Capitol 
Hill decide to release all the 
files on Jeffrey Epstein and 
Trump signs it, then Congress 
can pivot from doing nothing 
because of the shutdown to 
doing nothing because they’re 
Congress. And the “Wheel in the 
Sky” keeps on turning.

Run date: 11/21/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P5817EA

Estate of
ARNOLD LUDWICK

Also known as:
ARNOLD MARTIN LUDWICK

Date of Death: March 15, 2025
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 

Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Ernestine Marie Ludwick 
Shapera of Westmount, QC requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree and Order and 
for such other relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Ernestine 
Marie Ludwick Shapera of Westmount, QC 
be appointed as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 12/12/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: November 14, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

For information on placing a 
Legal Notice in the
POST-GAZETTE

 please email 
postgazette@aol.com

call (617) 227-8929, or mail 
notice to:

POST-GAZETTE
P.O. BOX 130135

BOSTON, MA 02113
Attn: Legal Notices

ATTENTION
ATTORNEYS

The POST-GAZETTE
newspaper is a paper
of general circulation.

We are qualified to
accept legal notices

from any court in each
town that we serve.

LEGAL NOTICES
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AAuussoonniiaa  CCoouunncciill  11551133  

KKnniigghhttss  ooff  CCoolluummbbuuss 

Children’s Christmas Celebration  
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  DDeecc..  66tthh

4411  NN..  MMaarrggiinn  SStt..,,  NNoorrtthh  EEnndd,,  BBoossttoonn

  CChhrriissttmmaass  GGiiffttss  &&  PPhhoottooss  wwiitthh  SSaannttaa  

EEvveerryyoonnee  iiss  iinnvviitteedd!!  
GGiiffttss  ffoorr  cchhiillddrreenn  uupp  ttoo  aaggee  1122  

DDrroopp--iinn  bbeettwweeeenn::  1111  aa..mm..  ttoo  33  pp..mm.. 

Bricco
Boutique ItalianCuisine

241 Hanover St. • 617.248.6800

Maré
Seafood & Oyster Bar

223 Hanover St., 3 Mechanic St. • 617.723.MARE

Quattro
Grill, Rosticceria & Pizzeria
266 Hanover St. 617.720.0444

AquaPazza
Oyster Bar & Italian Kitchen

135 Richmond St. • 857-350-3105

Trattoria Il Panino
Boston’s 1st Original Trattoria
11 Parmenter St. • 617.720.1336

Assaggio
Positano Cuisine Restaurant • Lounge

29 Prince St. Boston • 617-865-1265

Umbria
Steakhouse & mia Roof Deck
250 Hanover St. • 617-868-1265 

Dolce
Italian Cafe with 33 Flavors of Tiramisu

272 Hanover St.

umbria
Italian steakhouse

& mia
              ROOF DECK

The East Boston Holiday Lighting Committee 
has started efforts in fundraising and plan-
ning out the Christmas and New Year Holiday 
Season. In its third year, the committee has 
raised funds to light up the business districts 
of Orient Heights, Day Square, Central and 
Maverick Squares. 

“Our hope is to keep growing the program and 
continue to light up East Boston and expand in 
other neighborhoods. We are also hosting another 
Christmas Party for the East Boston children 
on December 6th courtesy of the Hilton Garden 
Inn and the East Boston Holiday Committee. 
Each year, we see the enthusiasm to celebrate 
Christmas, and more residents and businesses 
are decorating to make Eastie as festive as can be.

The committee is also accepting donations for 
wreaths in memory of loved ones. Wreaths will 
be placed on the streetlamp poles throughout 
the squares.

Thanks to the sponsors including the East 
Boston Foundation for their generous grant. 

Burger King in Maverick Square, owned and 
operated by Doug Barlow donates $1,000 for 
the lights. From left to right: Burger King 
owner in Maverick Square, Doug Barlow, 
Fatime Chahiba and Store Manager Rosa 
Hernandez 

East Boston Holiday Lighting Committee 
Gears Up for Season Three of Festivities

For sponsorship or to purchase a wreath, 
please contact Lisa Capogreco-Cappuccio 
a t  Lisa@bostonconcepts .net  or  Venmo  
@eastbostonholiday_lighting.

Run date: 11/21/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI84P4806

Estate of
ROBERT WELLS BUTTERFIELD

Date of Death: July 27, 1980
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal Adjudication 

of Intestacy and Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by Nagako 
Isobe Butterfield of Columbia, MD request-
ing that the Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Nagako Isobe 
Butterfield of Columbia, MD be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 12/15/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: November 17, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

The U.S. Commerce Depart-
ment recently announced that 
beginning in January, 2026, a 
majority of pasta importers from 
Italy could be facing a prelimi-
nary 92% tariff, in addition to 
the 15% blanket duty on goods 
from the European Union. 
Enraged Italian pasta manu-
facturers are threatening to  
pul l  their  products from 
American shelves. The Wall 
Street Journal reported that 
Italy is responsible for $770 
million worth of annual pasta 
sales to the U.S.

The proposed tariff is a result 
of a year-long investigation 

Stock Up on Your Favorite Italian Pasta
Before it’s too Late

into the pasta industry, tar-
geting 13 Italian companies 
that have allegedly undercut 
U.S. manufacturers by selling 
underpriced pasta. Pasta ten-
sions between the U.S. and  
Italy have been ongoing since 
at least the 1990s, but this  
has really exacerbated the 
issue.

The pullback from Italian 
manufacturers may not make 
the product scarce in the states. 
“Most of the pasta sold in 
the United States is already 
domestically produced,” said 
Scott Laing, a clinical assis-
tant professor of finance at the 

University of Buffalo School of 
Management.

A company like Barilla is well 
known in U.S. grocery stores 
and enjoys a 34% market share. 
This is an Italian company 
with production factories in 
the U.S. and Italy, so most pre-
dict shoppers will still be able 
to buy a box of Barilla pasta 
come January, so long as U.S. 
pasta producers do not use the 
tariffs as an excuse to raise 
their prices. “News stories are 
going around about tariffs that 
are already starting to train 
consumers to think, ‘Oh, pasta 
prices are going up,’ without 
realizing that the majority of 
their pasta isn’t actually an 
Italian import. So the stores can 
raise their prices just a little bit, 
making this off-brand pasta box 
$1 more, even though there is 
no tariff on it,” said Laing.

The pasta tariff couldn’t come 
at a worse time, given grocery 
prices are rising for families. 
The Yale Budget lab estimated 
in September that tariffs would 
cost households an extra $2,400 
a year while Snap benefits have 
been delayed due to the govern-
ment shutdown. The proposed 
taxation rate is not yet final, so 
hopefully there will continue to 
be negotiations between officials 
from each country and possibly 
some leniency from the U.S. 
government.

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 11/21/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C1102CA

In the Matter of 
KERRA HAILEY LIPMAN

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult  
has been filed by Kerra Hailey Lipman of  
Billerica, MA requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to: Kerra Hailey 
Balboni.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of December 15, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: November 17, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Run date: 11/21/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P6006EA

Estate of
ADELE BUTTERFIELD

Date of Death: December 04, 1990
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 

Intestacy and Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by Nagako 
Isobe Butterfield of Columbia, MD request-
ing that the Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Nagako Isobe 
Butterfield of Columbia, MD be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 12/15/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: November 17, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Ausonia Council 1513
Knight of Columbus

Children’s
Christmas Celebration

Saturday, December 6th

41 N. Margin Street, North End, Boston

Christmas Gifts & Photos with Santa

Everyone is invited!
Gifts for children up to age 12
Drop in 11:00AM to 3:00PM
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Buona Sera 2025
a Success at the

ABCD North End West End NSC

Last month, the ABCD North 
End West End NSC kicked off 
its 13th annual Buona Sera: An 
Evening with Friends fundraiser 
with a sparkling networking 
reception at the University of 
Massachusetts Club. The sky-
line views were incredible, the 
energy was high, and the gener-
osity of supporters could be felt 
throughout the room.

Following the reception, spon-
sors and friends including 
AvalonBay, Related Beal, Eagle 
Bank, and The Architectural 

(L-R): ABCD Board and Staff: Fundraising Specialist Johannah Malone; Executive Assistant 
Kathleen West; Vice President, Field Operations & Legislative Affairs Josh Young; COO Anne 
Corbin-Fennell; Vice Chair Joyce Dennis; NE/WE NSC Director Julia Power; President/CEO 
Sharon Scott-Chandler; and Board Member Kathleen Flynn

The Architectural Team (TAT) striking a pose!

State Representative Jay 
Livingstone and ABCD NE_WE 
NSC Director Julia Power

Smiling group from AvalonBay Communities

(L-R): ABCD NE_WE NSC Fundraising Chair Becky Mattson; 
Louise Thomas; and Chief of Planning, City of Boston Kairos 
Shen

Age Strong Commissioner Emily Shea (second from right) with 
Buona Sera dinner guests

ABCD North End_West End 
NSC Director Julia Power 
with MBTA General Manager 
Phillip Eng

Team continued the celebration 
by dining alongside an impres-
sive group of VIP guests at  
some of the North End’s most 
beloved restaurants. This 
year’s Buona Sera featured an 
extraordinary lineup of North 
End dining destinations includ-
ing Artu, Assaggio, Aqua Pazza, 
Arya Trattoria, La Famiglia 
Giorgios, L’Osteria, Mamma 
Maria, Prezza, and Strega. 

Table hosts and distin-
guished VIPs made the evening 
truly unforgettable. Special 
guests included Senator Lydia 
Edwards, House Ways and 
Means Chair Aaron Michlewitz, 
State Representative Jay 
Liv ingstone,  Boston City 
Councilor At Large Henry 
Santana, Boston City Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta Zapata, Phillip 
Eng who serves as General 
Manager of the MBTA, Kairos 
Shen who serves as Chief of 
Planning for the City of Boston, 
and Shannon Mulaire, Former 
NBC Boston News Anchor.

Together, these leaders con-
nected with donors, shared 
stories, and brought warmth 
and inspiration to every dinner 
table.

Thanks to everyone’s generos-
ity, the evening raised $20,000 
to support senior programming 

at the North End West End 
Neighborhood Service Center. 
These funds will help ensure 
that seniors stay connected, 
nourished, and supported 
throughout the year.

Buona Sera continues to 
be a beloved tradition where 
good food, good friends, and 
a good cause come together 
to strengthen the community 
in the most North End way 
possible.

• Skilled Tradespeople (Continued from Page 2)

Armenia’s Elusive Leopards

THOUGHTS 
by DAN

About
This & That

with Daniel A. DiCenso 

On an early morning excursion our guide informed us that only 
about eight leopards still inhabit Armenia, but an accurate num-
ber is almost impossible to assess. Only one individual has been 
captured by camera in the last twenty years and the remote and 
rugged territory hinders further search expeditions. 

What is certain is that the Anatolian leopard is among the most 
endangered of the big cats, centuries of hunting and habitat 
loss having extirpated them from much of their former habitat. 
Not surprisingly, Iran, which is the last stronghold of the nearly 
extinct Asiatic cheetah after reintroduction projects in India were 
stalled, remains the best hope for the leopard in the Caucus 
region. Armenia, however, has shown an admirable commitment 
to preserve its spotted cats for over fifty years. 

Following the pathway set by Iran in 1969, Armenia and the 
Soviet Union granted their dwindling leopard populations full pro-
tection in 1972 and fines for killing leopards have increased since 
the start of the 21st century. Since 2001, the Armenian government 
has participated in a transnational effort in the region to monitor 
the habitat of leopards and established an anti-poaching unit. 
Leopards were at the forefront of the conservation plan designed 
by the Armenian Ministry of Environment in 2005. 

Protecting predators is a challenge even in countries with a com-
mendable record for conservation. In our own country we have 
brought the grey wolf back to healthy populations in much of its 
former range but not without continuing battles from ranchers. 
The difficulties are magnified in countries facing war and lacking 
funds to manage a recovery of species, an undertaking that often 
requires adequate conservation staff, working with local landown-
ers and herders, land set aside for the reintroduction of not only 
the predators but also their prey and even legal battles in congress. 

But there is something about iconic species which define national 
character that brings out the best effort in governments. Armenia, 
like many of her neighbors, seems determined to save its last 
remaining leopards. It’s a concern that is transcending international 
strife’s bringing nations that have historically and recently been 
at war together in a common goal. Along with Armenia, Russia 
and Iran, Turkey, Azerbaijan and Afghanistan are just some of 
the nations that have enacted strict laws for the protection the 
Anatolian leopard. 

As is often the case, nature with its beauty, its mystery and its 
allure is the greatest unifier of mankind. 

school enrollment over the same 
period. Garrity believes the shift 
reflects a changing reality about 
education and career paths. 
“For many years in the U.S., it 
was, you go to a four-year col-
lege and things are set up for 
you. And the reality is, that path 
is not necessarily what it used 
to be. A more valuable path, in 
many cases, is getting a tech-
nical college or apprenticeship 
and starting to learn skills very 
early on,” he noted.

Ford has attempted to make 
its jobs more attractive by com-
mitting to 25% raises over four 
years in its latest contract with 
the United Auto Workers Union, 
but higher wages alone will 
not solve the problem if there 
are not enough trained work-
ers to hire. “There’s a different 
level of skill that’s needed, and 
frankly, we don’t have the pipe-
line of workers that are coming 
ready with those skills,” Garrity 
stated.

   

Please Place Your Orders Before Tuesday, November 25, 2025

Order by Phone or Drop by Spinelli’s East BostonSpinelli’s East Boston

 OORRDDEERR  AA  ..........  FFuullllyy  CCooookkeedd  WWhhoollee  TTuurrkkeeyy
Available in 2 sizes

10-12 lb. Whole Turkey $249.95 Plus Tax
20-22 lb. Whole Turkey $389.95 Plus Tax

Complete with 
Homemade Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, 

Butternut Squash or Corn, Gravy & Cornbread
OR

OORRDDEERR  AAnn  ..........  IInnddiivviidduuaall  TTuurrkkeeyy  DDiinnnneerr
With Homemade Stuffing, Gravy & Cornbread

Dinner Includes:
Mashed Potato

Choice of Vegetable: 
Corn or Butternut Squash

 Choice of Dessert: 
Slice of Apple or Pumpkin Pie

$23.95 Per Person

Open Thanksgiving Day 8:00am - 1:00pm
Spinelli’s is looking forward to having Thanksgiving with you!Spinelli’s is looking forward to having Thanksgiving with you!

Spinelli’sSpinelli’s  WWiillll  CCooookk  YYoouurr  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  DDiinnnneerr!!
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DIAMONDS
ROLEX

ESTATE JEWELRY
Bought & Sold
Jewelers Exch. Bldg. 

Jim (617) 263-7766

by Bennett Molinari & Richard Molinari

Ieri e Oggi
Yesterday & Today

a column of past and current events

Spruce Goose

What in the world was the Spruce Goose and why was it so 
named?

The “Spruce Goose” was conceived during World War II as a 
large, flying boat to transport, troops and supplies across the 
Atlantic but it was not completed until after the war. The plane 
was designed by Howard Hughes and a ship builder Henry Kaiser. 

On November 2, 1947, during a taxi test on Long Beach Harbor, 
pilot Howard Hughes surprised onlookers by lifting the aircraft 
off the water. The Spruce Goose remained airborne for about 30 
seconds, reaching an altitude of 70 feet and flying just under half 
a mile. 

Due to wartime shortages, the aircraft was built primarily out of 
birch wood (not spruce), laminated with plastic, and covered with 
fabric, earning it the nickname “Spruce Goose.” The use of wood 
was a significant engineering challenge, and Hughes developed a 
technique called Duramold to create a strong and durable structure.  
It flew only once, a brief 26-second flight in 1947, before being 
placed in storage and eventually moving to the Evergreen Aviation 
and Space Museum in Oregon.

Bishop of Utrecht, Apostle 
of the Frisians, and son of  
St. Hilgis, Willibrord was born 
in Northumbria in the year 658. 

Willibrord made his early 
studies at the Abbey of Ripon 
near York, as a disciple of 
St. Wilfrid, and then entered 
the Benedictine Order. When 
he turned twenty, he went to 
Ireland and spent twelve years 
in the Abbey of Mellifont in Co. 
Louth, under St. Egbert, one of 
the centers of European learn-
ing. Willibrord and eleven com-
panions received the mission 
to Frisia, (Netherlands) at the 

request of Pepin. They came to Utrecht but did not remain there, 
they retired to the court of Pepin.

In 692, Willibrord went to Rome, received Apostolic authoriza-
tion, and returned to his missionary work. At the wish of Pepin 
he went for a second time to Rome, was consecrated Bishop of 
the Frisians by Sergius III on November 21, 695 in the Church 
of St. Cecilia, and given the name of Clement. He also received 
the pallium from the pope. On his return he worked among the 
people assigned to him; to raise recruits for future apostolic work. 
He founded a monastery at Utrecht, where he built a church in 
honor of the Holy Redeemer and made it his cathedral. In 698, 
he established an abbey at the Villa Echternach. This villa had 
been presented to him by St. Irmina, daughter of St. Dagobert II, 
the donation being legally confirmed in 706.

When Radbod gained possession of all Frisia (716) Willibrord 
was obliged to leave, and Radbod destroyed most of the churches, 
replaced them by temples and shrines to the idols, and killed many 
of the missionaries. After the death of Radbod, Willibrord returned 
(719) and repaired the damages done there, being assisted in this 
work by St. Boniface. Numberless conversions were the result of 
their labor. Willibrord passed away at Echternach, Luxemburg, 
November 7, 739.

He was buried in the oratory of the abbey, and after his death 
was almost immediately honored as a saint. 

The feast day of Saint Willibrord November 7.

Saint Willibrord
by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

The Post-Gazette
accepts memorials throughout the year. 

Please call
617-227-8929

Remember Your
Loved Ones

Local author Kevin Devlin has 
recently released his latest work, 
this time a dystopian novella, 
titled Dark Days. The premise 
revolves around two opposing 
forces — moving the conflict 
forward — not only between the 
political groups, Patriot Cause 
and the New Americans but the 
book’s narrative unfolds into 
a scenario where the reader 
realizes how political (and indi-
vidual) freedom can be so easily 
compromised. 

The current release is timely, 
as certainly there is no dearth in 
the country’s public arena con-
cerning impassioned discus-
sions regarding philosophy and 
viewpoints among the republic’s 
electorate. What Dark Days 
achieves is a striking illustra-
tion of war-torn crusaders ever 
loyal to their cause in a country 
that has descended into chaos.

Devlin’s audience will also 
note that the battle between 
the book’s factions is not in an 
obscure land — miles away on 
unfamiliar territory – but rather 
here, in this country — more 
precisely on terrain that will be 
known to many readers as the 
author himself is local. Devlin 
grew up in the Dorchester/
South Boston area and one 
might be acquainted with sev-
eral of the character’s names 
or settings that are used in this 
realistic and sometimes vivid 
depiction of armed rebellion.

An armed uprising between 
those who want to protect the 
nation from those advocating 

Dark Days
BY KEVIN DEVLIN

Book review by John Joseph Fahey

revolutionary change — a chill-
ing theme, but certainly plau-
sible — as one versed in current 
events can appreciate. Those 
belonging to the Patriot Cause 
— the protagonists, are at odds 
— both politically and tangibly 
with the antagonists referred 
to as the New Americans. But, 
however one might agree or dis-
agree with the issues at stake, 
the underlining cause for ten-
sion and encounter is, and can 
be argued as, being paramount 
to nation-wide dissention, is 
the unwillingness to respect 
fellow citizen’s beliefs. We find 
the following quote particularly 
relevant when the charac-
ter Sergeant James “Jumpin” 
Donnelly asks a member of 
the New Americans why it was 
acceptable to kill civilians: 
“Murdered because they oppose 

your views. Because they don’t 
believe in your idea of creating 
a new America to replace the 
old America? An old America, 
allegedly unworthy of existing, 
corrupt and in need of being 
dismantled and destroyed. Is 
that their answer to resolve our 
differences?”

Dark Days is thought pro-
voking and rich in dialogue — 
Devlin’s characters providing 
good insight into the psyche of 
not only the zealous caught up 
with their cause of revolt — and 
those who contest it. Dark Days 
is a 140 page concisely written 
story, divided among thirty-two 
chapters with Prologue and 
Epilogue encompassing credible 
interchange between combat-
ants respective to dissention 
and polarization of the country 
— conversations that one could 
agree are certainly probable! 
One need only need look at  
the political climate during 
these last several years to real-
ize this. 

In his Prologue, Devlin sets 
the stage for the chronicle; Law 
was replaced by lawlessness, 
and “Fear bred violence and 
disregard for the welfare of oth-
ers. Civility and mutual respect 
were under attack. Only insults 
were allowed to flourish in the 
public square. No solutions to 
resolve problems and settle dif-
ferences were put on the table 
to be amicably discussed and 
possibly implemented.” This 
is what precipitated a national 
uprising; this is what caused 
society to devolve into one of 
chaos and mistrust — and this 
is what Dark Days so persua-
sively cautions!

Dark Days is published by 
Y42K and is available online.

Run date: 11/21/2025

LEGAL NOTICE 
 Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P5672EA

Estate of
Edward De Vos
Also known as:

Edward Devos, Edward DeVos
Date of Death: August 22, 2025

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above  
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Judith L. Schechtman of Newton, MA, a  
Will has been admitted to informal probate.

Judith L. Schechtman of Newton, MA has 
been informally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under 
informal procedure by the Personal Represen-
tative under the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative and can 
petition the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

Please join us for a special Mass
at St. Anthony of Padua Church

250 Revere Street, Revere, MA 

Saturday, November 22, 2025 at 4 o’clock

Honoring  Padre Pio
with Sacred Relics from Italy

accompanied by

Padre Fortunato Grottola
Superiore del Convento dei 

Frati Minori Cappuccini di Pietrelcina 
and the opportunity to 

Venerate Sacred Relics of Padre Pio 
which will be visiting St. Anthony’s Parish

Saturday, November 22, 2025 at 4 o’clock

All are welcome to attend this 
Beautiful Celebration and receive a Blessing.
A coffee hour will follow in the Parish Hall.

Please share this invitation with family and friends.
We look forward to welcoming you.
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The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS
of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

by Sal Giarratani

 
 

			 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P5722GD

NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment of

Guardian of a Minor  
In the interests of

IALIYAH H. FUENTES
of Natick, MA

Minor
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

LEGAL NOTICE 

1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a Petition 
	 for Appointment of Guardian of a Minor filed
	 on 10/31/2025 by 
	 Alisha E. Guerrant of Natick, MA
	 will be held 01/27/2026 9:00 AM 
	 Motion
 	 Located 370 Jackson Street
		  Lowell, MA 01852
		  6th Floor Courtroom 14
2. Response to Petition: You may respond 
	 by filing a written response to the Petition 
	 or by appearing in person at the hearing. 
	 If you choose to file a written response, you  
	 need to:
		  File the original with the Court; and
	  	 Mail a copy to all interested parties at least  
		  five (5) business days before the hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor (or an 
	 adult on behalf of the minor) has the right  
	 to request that counsel be appointed for the 
	 minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a parent  
	 of the minor child who is the subject of this  
	 proceeding you have a right to be represented  
	 by an attorney. If you want an attorney and 
	 cannot afford to pay for one and if you give 
	 proof that you are indigent, an attorney will be 
	 assigned to you. Your request for an attorney 
	 should be made immediately by filling out the 
	 Application of Appointment of Counsel form. 
	 Submit the application form in person or by 
	 mail at the court location where your case is 
	 going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing: A minor 
	 over age 14 has the right to be present at any 
	 hearing, unless the Court finds that it is not  
	 in the minor’s best interests.

Date: October 31, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Run date: 11/21/2025
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C1140CA

In the Matter of 
HELENA EMILY PETERS

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult  
has been filed by Helena Emily Peters of  
Ashland, MA requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name to: Helena 
Emily Frigon.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of December 01, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: November 03, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

TRACE NIXON –
HAND ME DOWN NAME (CD) 

Charlotte Avenue
Entertainment

Country artist Trace Nixon 
makes his debut with a tasty 
five-track EP titled Hand Me 
Down Name. Nixon delivers a 
sonically bold and confident 
first step on a path it seems this 
singer/songwriter was born to 
follow. ”This is me betting on 
myself,” Nixon explains. I know I 
can hang my hat on these songs 
and be proud. They helped me 
find my voices as a man trying 
to figure out the right moves 
to make in life.” His effortless 
sound may be branded Neo-
traditional, but Trace’s voice 
is timeless, conveying convic-
tion without guile. Writing all 
the songs, Nixon opens with 
the twangin’ Country classic 
“This One’s For Alan,” a shout 
out to the honky-tonk heroes 
who sang the common man’s 
truths. The fiddle and steel-
laced “Hand Me Down Name,” 
speaks to generational growth, 
while the EP’s first single is the 
up tempo “Secondhand Hold On 
Me, “ addressing the dangers of 
instant attraction, followed by 
“Ready For the Takin’ (When 
You Are),” walks the fine line 
between desire and despair. 
“Love Lost Has Been” blends 
country and Bluegrass, sounds 
with a southern Rock drive. 

LENA BLOCH -
MARINA (CD)

Fresh Sound Records
Acclaimed Russian-born sax-

ophonist and composer Lena 
Bloch’s new album Marina, 
showcases a commissioned 
jazz suite for ensemble and 
voice, Released via Fresh Sound 
Records, it could not be timelier. 
“Throughout my life, Tsvetaeva 
(hailed as one of the greatest 
poets of 20th century Russian 
and world literature), is little 
known in the United States,  
and has been a model of resil-
ience as an immigrant, an art-
ist and a woman,” says Bloch, 
“all of which have been under 
siege in modern political dis-
course, all the more reason to 
amplify her voice for a modern 
audience.” The album features 
Bloch’s quintet with vocalist 
Kyoko Kitamura, pianist Jacob 
Sacks, bassist Ken Filiano, 
and drummer Michael Sarin. 
The jazz suite sets Bloch’s 
own English translations of 
Tsvetaeva’s works. Bloch was 
also born in Moscow, immi-
grated to Israel then Europe, 
where she played jazz for 12 
years before settling in New York 
in 2008. She quickly became a 
significant contributor to the 
city’s fertile jazz scene, and 
was one of the first jazz artists 
to interpret Tsvetaeva’s poetry 
through music. Bloch’s inter-
pretive approach is front and 
center from the first notes of the 
first track, “Refuse,” as Filiano 
plucks a plaintive, inquisitive 
bass line while Kitamura voices 
an existential cry of defiance. 
On “Insomnia,” the rhythm 
section weaves its way into the 
wistful melody of Bloch’s sweet, 

smoky saxophone, making way 
for Kitamura’s pure, melancholy 
vocals. Imbued with gentle 
sensuality, “Such Tenderness” 
showcases a back-and-forth 
dance between Bloch’s expres-
sive, shimmering saxophone 
and Kitamura’s resonant voice. 
Bloch’s settings of “Tired” and 
“Immeasurable” mine through 
sound Tsvetaeva’s passion, lyri-
cism, and portrayal of women’s 
experiences, all reflected with 
power and panache in the title 
track, a bold, part spoken, part 
sung statement of survival and 
individuality. The album closes 
with “The Time Will Come,” a 
poem about the endurance of 
art and spirit.

BRANDON SANDERS –
LASTING IMPRESSION (CD) 
Savant/High Note Records
Brandon Sanders was 25 

years old before he ever picked 
up a pair of drumsticks. More 
than another quarter cen-
tury passed before the drum-
mer released his debut album, 
Compton’s Finest, in 2023 at 
age 52. Sanders has more than 
made up for his delayed start, 
and with his spirited third 
album, Lasting Impression, and 
is clearly focused on the future. 
Lasting Impression features 
a stellar band, as Sanders is 
joined by vibraphone master 
Warren Wolf; powerhouse saxo-
phonist Stacy Dillard; acclaimed 
pianist Eric Scott Reed; and 
versatile bassist Eric Wheeler. 
Grammy-nominated vocalist 
Jazzmeia Horn guests on two 
tracks, including a soulful 
rendition of the Stevie Wonder 
classic “Until You Come Back 
To Me (That’s What I’m Gonna 
Do).” Sanders reconfigured the 
band into an intimate quartet, 
with Wolf alongside rising star 
pianist Tyler Bullock and bass-
ist Ameen Saleem. Sanders 
comes by those instincts natu-
rally, having been raised in a 
musical family. His mother, 
father and stepfather all played 
musical instruments. Sanders 
returned to his home state to 
attend the University of Kansas, 
where he studied jazz history. 
Graduating and searching for 
his next move, Sanders found 
himself drawn to a set of drums 
at the church he attended. Two 
years later, he’d honed his skills 
enough to further his studies 
at Boston’s Berklee College. 
Moving to New York in 2004, he 
led bands that included future 
superstars Esperanza Spalding 
and Jon Batiste. Willie Jones 
contributes two pieces: the 
sly “Shadoboxing” and “No BS 
for B.S.,” a cleverly worded tip 
of the hat to leader Sanders. 
Dillard delves deep into the 
pain and longing of “Soul Eyes,” 
the Mal Waldron classic so 
memorably performed by John 
Coltrane. Sanders contributed 
two originals, the buoyant title 
track and “Tales of Mississippi,” 
a heartfelt tribute to the people 
that the drummer has met in 
the state, a counterbalance to 
the many songs recounting the 
tragedies that have befallen 
them over the years.

WWW.BOSTONPOSTGAZETTE.COM

Last week’s Sacred Heart Community Dinner was held 
on November 12 and the lower church hall was packed as 
usual with all the usual suspects for a great pasta dinner. 
This month there was a heavy crew of blue in attendance 
led by Captain Dean Bickerton from A-7. Shown in photo 
third from left is none other than Stephen Scapicchio, 
the Alan Funt of East Boston. Stephen is never shy of 
a camera as we all know. The only person who gets his 
face onto the pages of the Post-Gazette more than him 
is me, right?

Run date: 11/21/2025

LEGAL NOTICE 
 Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P5583EA

Estate of
BARRY W. LEVINE

Date of Death: July 20, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above  
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Magda L. Fleckner of Boston, MA, a Will has 
been admitted to informal probate.

Magda L. Fleckner of Boston, MA has 
been informally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under 
informal procedure by the Personal Represen-
tative under the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative and can 
petition the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

THE PRICE OF GOLD TODAY
When I was a kid growing 

up, I always remembered the 
price of gold was $35 an ounce. 
It never went up, nor did it go 
down. Those days are over. 
That’s why all those gold invest-
ment commercials are always 
running on TV. The price on 
gold peaked this year back on 
October 20 when it reached a 
record $4,381.21 per ounce.

JURY FINDS
SANDWICH ASSAULT
DIDN’T CUT THEM 

MUSTARD
A man who threw a Subway 

sandwich at a federal agent was 
acquitted recently of assault 
after jurors took one day to 
reach their verdict of not guilty 
of a criminal misdemeanor 
charge. The sandwich never 
felt apart during its flight to the 
agent leaving him with mustard 
on his uniform and on his radio 
antenna.

Charges were brought by U.S. 
attorney Jeanine Pirro whose 
office took the case to court. 
The video was posted on social 
media. Sometimes a sandwich 
just remains a sandwich.

FROM SAL’S IN BOX
“Sal, Nice letter to the editor 

in the Boston Herald this past 
Monday on Mass and Cass. 
Wu and Healey just don’t seem 
to care.”

— Mossy Martin, Mission Hill

SOMETIMES IT’S
BETTER TO THINK
BEFORE SPEAKING

Megyn Kelly, a Sirius XM 
radio host, was being inter-
viewed while attending a Cure 
Parkinsons gala. She bizarrely 
felt the need to suggest that 
Epstein may not really have 
been a pedophile because his 
victims were adolescents, not 
preteens. “There’s a difference 
between a 15-year-old and a 
5-year-old, you know?” 

You know something Megyn? 
That response was pretty dumb. 
I thought you were smarter 
than that.

NEVER TOO SOON
TO MARK IT DOWN

With the holidays quickly 
approaching, it is sometimes 
good to jot down upcoming 
events on your calendar. The 
next monthly Community 
Dinner at Sacred Heart Parish 
will be held on Wednesday, 
December 10 from 5:00 p.m. 
until 7:00 p.m. Stop by, bring 
a friend, have some fun and eat 
a good hot meal too

NEW ROCK & ROLLERS 
HALL OF FAMERS

A number of new music leg-
ends were inducted into to the 
Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame out 
in Cleveland. Some of the new 
inductees were favorites of mine 
who seemed long overlooked. 
The inductees I speak of are Bad 
Company, Chubby Checkers, 
Cyndi Lauper and Joe Cocker. 
This foursome should have been 
inducted long, long ago if you 
ask me.

ICE RAID
ON A TACO SHOP
IN OHIO TOWN

Recently, federal immigration 
agents descended on Panchos, 
a taco shop. It has been a fam-
ily-owned place for years and 

sponsors local sports teams and 
hosted Rotary Club meetings. 
Authorities arrested at least five 
alleged undocumented workers 
as they arrived for work. 

The town has now split over 
this ICE action. I understand 
why many are angry with this 
ICE raid and have empathy for 
those arrested. These migrants 
come here looking for work. 
I know that they’re really not 
hurting anyone. However, I feel 
we need to have laws and people 
have to respect them. You enter 
illegally and eventually your 
luck will run out.



PAGE 9 POST-GAZETTE, NOVEMBER 21, 2025

Thanksgiving is just days away, and while it isn’t celebrated 
in Italy, Italian Americans across the country are busy prepar-
ing a delicious feast as they get ready to gather with family and 
friends. In our home, the holiday was always celebrated the Italian 
American way. Though far from her Southern Italian homeland, 
Nonna brought her culture to every Thanksgiving table through 
old world traditions, recipes and her heart. From her antipasto 
and soup to the stuffing she made from her mother’s recipe, even 
on an American holiday, she found a way to weave our Italian 
heritage into every savory dish.

This was true for the desserts as well. Alongside the classic 
pumpkin and apple pies, Nonna always made her signature 
Cassateddi and trays of assorted biscotti’s, pizzelles and other 
Sicilian sweets. Speaking of pizzelle, I recently found a recipe 
Nonna had tucked away for “Pumpkin Pizzelle.” I don’t remember 
her ever making these, and I’m not sure where she even got the 
recipe, but I decided to give it a try. To my surprise, they turned out 
wonderful. Slightly thicker than traditional pizzelle, yet still crisp 
and warmly spiced, Pizzelle di Zucca are a simple recipe that bring 
an authentic Italian touch to your Thanksgiving dessert table.

Wishing you a beautiful Thanksgiving filled with family, friends, 
delicious food, and plenty of love. Buon Appetito!

PUMPKIN PIZZELLE
Pizzelle di Zucca

½ cup (1 stick) unsalted butter, 
melted and cooled

2 large eggs
1 cup granulated sugar
½ cup pumpkin purée
2 teaspoons pure vanilla 

extract

Lightly brush your pizzelle iron with oil and preheat it.
In a large mixing bowl, beat the eggs and sugar until well com-

bined. Add the pumpkin purée and vanilla; mix well. Pour in the 
cooled melted butter and blend until fully incorporated.

In a separate bowl, sift together the flour, baking powder, salt, 
and pumpkin pie spice. Gradually add the dry ingredients to the 
wet mixture, beating after each addition until a smooth batter 
forms. Let the batter rest for about 5 minutes.

Drop a tablespoon of batter onto the heated pizzelle iron and 
cook until golden. Carefully remove the pizzelle and place them 
on a wire rack to cool and crisp. When cooled, dust lightly with 
confectioners’ sugar. Store in cookie tins lined with wax paper to 
help maintain their crispness.

Marianna Bisignano is a psychologist for the Boston Public  
Schools and can be reached at bisignanomarianna@gmail.com

2 cups 00 flour or all-purpose 
flour

2 ½ teaspoons baking powder
¼ teaspoon salt
3 ½ to 4 teaspoons pumpkin 

pie spice
confectioners’ sugar for dusting

by

Marianna

Bisignano

It was the beginning of 
September and I wanted to 
plan a 25th anniversary party 
for my folks. I was 23 and was 
teaching days and playing 
music nights, so money wasn’t 
an issue. I spoke to Uncle Nick 
about putting together a sur-
prise party and his comment 
was, “You concentrate on the 
guest list, and I will put the rest 
of it together.” A few days later, 
he called and asked me to meet 
him at Blinstrub’s Supper Club 
on Broadway in South Boston 
at a point in time after school. 
He chose a day when neither of 
us was playing in the evening 
which would afford us enough 
time to meet without rushing to 
get a plan into action.

Before I go on, for you younger-
folks, Blinstrub’s was typical of 
the entertainment concept of 
the day. It had a restaurant/
nightclub atmosphere and fea-
tured the top names in enter-
tainment in the country. Places 
like Blinstrub’s were found in 
major cities all over the U.S. 
There was the Latin Quarter in 
New York, the Copacabana in 
New York, the Cocoanut Grove 
in Hollywood, the Copa at the 
Sands Hotel in Las Vegas, and 
back home, Caesar’s Monticello 
in Framingham. They all fea-
tured decent food, good dance 
bands and the top singers, 
dancers, comedians, and actors 
money could buy.

Uncle Nick brought me to 
meet Stanley Blinstrub, the 
owner of the club that bore 
his name. He was an elderly 
gentleman who had started 
from scratch and built his 
South Boston establishment 
into a nationally recognized 
hot spot. My uncle did the talk-
ing and Blinstrub took mental 
notes. When it was my turn, I 
described what I had in mind. 
Blinstrub pieced everything 
together and then told us that 
he would have the center stage 
table set up for about 20 to 25 
people and each person could 
order off the menu instead of 
the usual package where every-
one had to eat the same type of 
dinner.

Let me first mention how the 
tables were arranged. Tables for 
groups were arranged perpen-
dicular to the stage and the cen-
ter tables were usually reserved 
for the high rollers. I was just 
starting out in life and felt hon-
ored. Mr. Blinstrub knew my 
father as he had played with 
Mike Gaylord, and later, Tony 
Bruno, the house bands that 
worked Blinstrub’s back in the 
day. He also had dealings with 
Uncle Nick who was the vice 
president of the Musicians’ 
Union and handled all the 
contracts between incoming 
entertainment and the people in 
Boston that hired them. 

The date was set and it was to 
be my folks exact anniversary, 
October the 25th. That night, 
I headed to a friend’s apart-
ment and began making phone 
calls to relatives and friends 
of my folks. I had to pick and 
choose because I had a budget 
to consider and didn’t want to 
go into hock. I lucked out in 
that everyone that I included 
was able to attend. After my 
list was complete, I headed 

home and told my folks that 
I had booked a table for three 
at Blinstrub’s on the night of 
their anniversary. I added that, 
seeing the entertainment was 
Sammy Davis Jr., I could only 
get a small table. They were OK 
with this and I was set to go, 
with only one problem. 

Babbononno had not gone 
to any social functions since 
Nanna died three years earlier. 
He was from the old school 
and wore a black arm band for 
a year and a black tie for the 
rest of his life. That’s the way it 
was, he never stopped mourn-
ing. I tried to convince him 
that the event was something 
special and he replied, “Jenny, 
you make-a da nyza timba foh  
you mutha eh fatha, ma I canna 
no go. Sinza Nanna die, I stay 
inna da houza, capice?” I didn’t 
want to force him to break his 
ancient tradition and I backed 
off.

When October 21 arrived, 
my folks had a birthday party 
for me. Our top floor flat at 74 
Eutaw Street in East Boston 
was filled with relatives and 
friends who came to wish me 
well as I turned 23, and dine on 
Italian and Chinese food, both 
served buffet style. Four days 
later it was my turn to celebrate 
my folks 25th. I had told all of 
the guests to be at Blinstrub’s 
at a particular point in time as 
I wanted everyone there when 
I brought my folks in to be 
surprised. My mother couldn’t 
understand why Babbononno 
seemed to be so happy and 
smiley when we left the house. 
She chalked it up to an extra 
glass of homemade wine and let 
it go at that. 

When we arrived at the supper 
club, the maître-d escorted us 
to the designated table, and as 
my folks approached, everyone 
stood up and yelled, “Surprise!” 
Well, the party was on; and 
began with a cocktail salute to 
my folks and then dinner. Right 
after the dishes were cleared, 
the entertainment started, first 
a comedian came on and did his 
routine. I believe it was a local 
comic named Teddy English 
who worked the nightclubs in 
and around Boston. Following 
him was Sammy Davis Jr. He 
performed for about an hour 
and a half and made mention 
of my folks anniversary to the 
audience who gave them a 
round of applause as they stood 
up in recognition. 

The evening finally came to 
an end and Uncle Nick and I 
headed to the kitchen where 
Mr. Blinstrub had an old couch 
positioned so he could relax and 
keep an eye on what was going 
on. I asked him for the bill and 
he asked if I had tipped the 
wait staff who served us during 
the evening. I told him that I 
had taken care of them and he 
added, “Well, then you’ve paid 
your bill.” As a favor to Uncle 
Nick and in recognition of my 
folks, the evening was on him. I 
thanked Mr. Blinstrub and was 
almost in tears. Just then, my 
father came into the kitchen. 
Blinstrub shook hands with Dad 
and said, “Johnny, you’ve got 
quite a kid, here. He even looks 
like you. I hope everyone enjoyed 
themselves.” Dad was humbled 

and thanked his benefactor for 
the evening and we left. I would 
repeat this type of evening twice 
more. I had a surprise 40th for 
my folks at Polcari’s in the North 
End and a 50th at a function 
facility in Cambridge. They were 
great times, but nothing ever 
came close to that 25th anniver-
sary party at Blinsturbs back 
in the day.

If I could find a picture of the 
event, I would see that I’m the 
only one left alive. The last ones 
to pass were Uncle Gino (101), 
and his wife, Aunt Ninna (96) 
(both within the past 5 years). 
Dad passed in 1991 at 81 and 
Mom in 2007 at 99.

This makes me the old-
timer from my generation and 
I recently had a conversation 
about old photos and remem-
brances with my son, Michael. 
At some point in time, he and I 
will sit down with a box of old 
pictures I have that go back to 
the late 1800s and early 1900s. 
I will identify who’s who in the 
family photos so that someone 
in a direct line will have knowl-
edge of the six generations of 
the Contini/Christoforo fam-
ily. The family started here in 
1896, but there are photos that 
pre-date that point in time, and 
I want my grandchildren to 
know who their Italian relatives 
were. I think the term is called 
“Finding Your Roots.”

GOD BLESS AMERICA

Toyota Gambles on Hybrid
Toyota, a longtime hybrid 

promoter, is making a big bet on 
green transportation by opening 
a $14 billion battery plant in 
Liberty, NC. The Japanese auto-
maker thinks that American 
consumers, many of whom 
don’t want EVs, will buy hybrids 
which often get 50 percent bet-
ter mileage than gas-powered 
vehicles.

5,000 Ford Jobs &
No Skilled Workers

Ford has been unable to fill 
some 5,000 openings for high 
paying mechanics jobs in the 
U.S., and it has prompted Ford 
CEO Jim Farley to warn of a dire 
shortage of skilled tradespeople 

in this country. Farley added, 
“We are in trouble in our coun-
try ... We have over a million 
openings in critical jobs, emer-
gency services, trucking, factory 
workers, plumbers, electricians 
and tradesmen.”

Farley also stated that there 
aren’t enough trade schools and 
technical trading and “we are 
not investing in educating a next 
generation of people.” Earlier 
this year, Ford rolled out a $4 
million initiative to fund scholar-
ships for auto technicians.

End Quote
“Pausing’s not always the best 

solution.”
— The Pig from “Pearls 

Before Swine “ comic strip

• News Briefs (Continued from Page 1)

Run date: 11/21/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P5825EA

Estate of
GEORGE MAURICE DONAHUE

Also known as:
GEORGE M. DONAHUE

Date of Death: September 02, 2025
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 

Appointment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Charles F. Benson of 
Medford, MA requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Charles 
F. Benson of Medford, MA be appointed  
as Personal Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 12/03/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: November 05, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
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The North End Athletic 
Association’s fall line-up of 
sports programs just concluded 
their seasons. It was an amaz-
ing year once again with over 
330 participants in the three 
sports. Puopolo Park was buzz-
ing with activity 6 days a week 
with practices, games and 
scrimmages. Each program is 
growing in leaps and bounds 
and parents continue to rave 
about the quality of the program 
and the tone and message the 
N.E.A.A.’s program provides 
to the youth of the North End 
community and beyond. While 
the bulk of the players are from 
the North End, we have children 
from Chinatown, West End, 
Seaport, Charlestown, East 
Boston, Winthrop, the Leather 
District and even beyond that!

“It is amazing to see how 
much fun everyone is having, 
from the players and coaches to 
the parents and grandparents 
who support the players every 
week” stated N.E.A.A. Sports 
Coordinator John Romano, Sr.

The N.E.A.A. programs are run 
by all volunteer coaches, com-
missioners and coordinators.

S o c c e r  i s  r u n  b y 
Commissioner John Romano, 
Sr., along with coordinators 
Andrew Lamb, Dhiren Thakkar, 
Sean Drummy, Renato Inacio, 

North End Athletic Association (N.E.A.A.)
Fall Soccer, Girls Field Hockey, Flag Football Wrap Up

Mary O’Neill and super IT coor-
dinator Diane Szulc. Thanks 
also goes to Jack Jamroz who 
volunteered to referee many 
soccer games each week.

Flag Football is run by 
Commissioner Brian Trojan 
with amazing help from his wife 
Kathleen Trojan and assisted by 
the N.E.A.A.’s Assistant Sports 
Coordinator John Romano, Jr. 
It is important for me to note 
that several coaches of this 
program are from the Boston 
Police Area A-1 Community 
Service group, BCYF Nazzaro 
Center and North End CARES. 
We are truly grateful for this 
partnership!

Field Hockey is run by Leslie 
Horn Wallace and Leah Ferullo.

The N.E.A.A. is truly grate-
ful for all of our sponsors: 
Tomasone Club, McGovern 
Auto  Group,  Kn ights  o f 
Columbus Ausonia Council 
#1513, Seven Hills Pasta, St. 
Lucy Feast Society, The L Club, 
The A Team, North End CARES, 
Espresso Love, Boston Bottle, 
Casa dell’ Agnello, DePasquale 
Ventures, Richard’s MotorCars, 
Boston Falcons, North End 
Food Tour, Soma Yoga, Casa 
Amici, Black Dog Real Estate 
Group. We certainly appreciate 
a small grant from the Mayor’s 
Let’s Play Boston Youth Grant. 

NEAA Fall Soccer Progam NEAA Fall Soccer Progam

NEAA flag football before the ring ceremony

NEAA flag football Grand Finale

NEAA Girls Field Hockey Program - End of season banquet and Medal Ceremony

We would also like to thank 
Rocco’s Cucina and Bar for 
making pizza affordable for all 
our programs — Thanks Rocco!

We are also grateful for all the 
volunteer coaches:

Soccer: Andrew Lamb, Renato 
Inacio, Sean Drummy, Kat 
Fitzsimmons, Tom Ryan, Nate 
Crampton, Parke MacDowell, 
Cate Cheevers, Adam Devos, 
Camilla Kuo-Dahab, Charlie 
Szeniawski ,  Paul  Bruno, 
Brennan Fiore, Anthony DiMari, 
Javier Matos, Anya Potter, Steen 
Antonsen, Valentina Bernal, 
Andrew Miller, Alison Holman, 
Jose Truzman, Lisa White, 
Alex White, Marc Driscoll, TJ 
McManus, Kurt Rona, Sarah 
Duncan ,  Eyad ,  Mayan i , 
Thomas Schiavone, Vahab 
Vadha, Richard Mugherini, 
Gilbert Herrera, Kyle Nicholson, 
Michael D’Elia, Kellen Dorchan, 
Bach Ngo, Jeff Wharton, Lexi 
Shetty, David Connolly, Adam 
Bremberger 

F l a g  F o o t b a l l :  B e n 
Looker, Kurt Ronan, Andrew 
Urquhart, Jace Peoples, Tom 

Arias-Singmaster, Jamie Burne, 
Brian Hess, Sean Hayes, David 
Paolisso, Sean Drummy, Alex 
Hampton, TJ McManus, Ryan, 
McGuire, Mark McGuire, Matt 
Tuel, Johnny Ching, Michael 
Mustacchio, Jared Acevedo, 
Sean Wallace, Iggy Gomez, 
Santiago Gomez, John Pregmon

Girls Field Hockey: Leah 
Ferullo, Emily Horn, Christine 
Murray, Payton Doan, Gabby 
Vaccaro, Courtney White, 
Hannah Curtis, Maggie Blundi, 

Samantha Attar, and Leslie 
Wallus

The season was a huge suc-
cess due to all of the partici-
pants, volunteers and parents 
who pitched in each week to 
ensure that the children of the 
North End and surrounding 
communities had a fun-filled 
experience every week. Each 
practice and game was a family 
affair for the whole community. 
We are looking forward to the 
spring for baseball and lacrosse.

The North End Athletic 
Association concluded its NFL 
Flag Football season this past 
Friday night. Over 250 parents, 
players, coaches and specta-
tors filled Puopolo Park for the 
season finale.

N.E.A.A. Commissioner Brian 
Trojan did another great job 
this season with help from 
the N.E.A.A.’s John Romano 
Jr., and Brian’s wife Kathleen 
Krieger. The N.E.A.A. would 
also like to thank New England 
Patriots Alumnus Tully Banta-
Cain for attending the season 
finale and talking with players 
and coaches prior to the games 
this week. Special thanks also 
to Soleil Desai for singing the 

National Anthem.
The Silver League Super Bowl 

was won by the Vikings, the 
Rose Bowl was won by the 
Commanders and the Citrus 
Bowl was won by the Raiders.

In the Gold League, the Super 
Bowl was won by the Cardinals, 
while the Rose Bowl was won by 
the Bengals.

This year close to 100 children 
participated in the program over 
8 weeks, including a Combine 
in week 1, 6 regular season 
games and then the Bowl games 
to wrap up the season.

The N.E.A.A. and Commis-
sioner Trojan would also like 
to thank everyone who volun-
teered throughout the season 

North End Athletic Association (N.E.A.A.) Flag Football Season Finale

NEAA flag football with medals

as referees and other duties as 
needed.

We look forward to another 
great fall season in 2026.



PAGE 11 POST-GAZETTE, NOVEMBER 21, 2025

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit 
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after December 08, 2025 
by public or private sale to satisfy a 
lien for towing, storage, and all other 
fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 11/14, 11/21, 11/28/2025

2010 FORD ESCAPE 
Vin #1FMCU0C76AKC78493

2016 NISSAN SENTRA 
Vin #3N1AB7AP3GY246403

2004 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS 
Vin #2MEFM74W24X671147

2015 HONDA CIVIC 
Vin #19XFB2F9XFE246995

2006 BMW 330xi 
Vin #WBAVD33536KV62486

2007 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
Vin #1J8GR48K17C582161
2017 TOYOTA COROLLA 

Vin #2T1BURHE4HC842777
2015 MERCEDES BENZ C-CLASS 

Vin #55SWF4KB5FU067670
2014 SUBARU IMPREZA 

Vin #JF1GJAC63EH018234
1990 MAZDA MX-5 

Vin #JM1NA3516L0132464
2025 TOYOTA CAMRY 

Vin #4T1DBADK1SU027129
2007 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA 
Vin #3VWGG71KX7M054963

2016 INFINITI QX60 
Vin #5N1AL0MM5GC508879

2011 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
Vin #1J4RR4GGXBC540720

2005 CHRYSLER CROSSFIRE 
Vin #1C3AN65L75X060422

2006 HUMMER H2 SUT 
Vin #5GRGN22U76H114596

2012 LEXUS IS 
Vin #JTHCF5C22C5054041

2010 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #1HGCP2F31AA132722
1997 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 

Vin #KMHJF24M1VU373913

Run date: 11/21/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P5675EA

Estate of
ARTHUR D. GRAY, JR.

Date of Death: November 22, 2021
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Limited Formal 

Testacy and/or Appointment has been filed 
by Jennifer H. Dever-Wood of Cambridge, 
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Jennifer H. 
Dever-Wood of Cambridge, MA be appointed  
as Personal Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 12/04/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: November 06, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

The North End Athletic Association is looking for a volunteer coach for our 15 & under travel baseball 
team. The program runs from May to mid-August and participates in the Lou Tompkins All-Star Baseball 
League. Games are held 3 times a week on Monday through Thursdays. We are looking for someone with 
prior coaching experience at this level or above, good fundamental baseball knowledge, preferably having 
played some college baseball and shares the goals of the N.E.A.A. of sportsmanship, mentorship and teaching 
skills to the youth of our neighborhood. This will be part of an expanded program this year with a 13U team 
as well. All coaches must pass a CORI check done by the N.E.A.A.’s CORI Coordinator. If you are interested, 
please contact N.E.A.A. Baseball Coordinator John Romano at 617-750-9749 or email: jromano45@gmail.com.

North End Athletic Association (NEAA) Baseball
Seeking Coach for 2026 Season

15 & Under Travel Team

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 11/21/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C1123CA

In the Matter of 
RYAN ATWELL NARAGON

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has been 
filed by Ryan Atwell Naragon of Newton, MA 
requesting that the court enter a Decree  
changing their name to: Ryan Atwell Wieber 
Naragon.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of December 02, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: November 04, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 11/21/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C1147CA

In the Matter of 
NEIDE CELESTIN

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult  
has been f i led by Neide Celestin of  
Malden, MA requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to: Neylah Neide 
Celestin.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of December 02, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: November 06, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 11/21/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C1101CA

In the Matter of 
VALNARDIA M. NOVAS

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult  
has been filed by Valnardia M. Novas of  
Framingham, MA requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their name to: Majesty 
Mercedez Craig.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of December 05, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: November 07, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Aaron Judge
Wins Third MVP Award

Aaron Judge just won his 
third American League MVP 
Award; he is only the fourth 
player in franchise history to do 
so. He now joins Joe DiMaggio, 
Yogi Berra and Mickey Mantle.

This year’s MVP chase came 
down to Judge and catcher 
Cal Raleigh from the Mariners. 
Cal set the record for most 
homeruns in a season as a 
catcher with 60 but Judge came 
out on top with 53 homers, 102 
RBI and a .331 BA to also win 
the batting crown too.

Ohtani Unanimous
for 4th Win

Two-way Japanese star 
Shohei Ohtani was the unani-
mous winner of the NL MVP, 
his third straight year receiving 
the honor and fourth overall. 
Ohtani won the AL MVP with 
the Angels in 2021 and 2023. 
He signed with the Dodgers and 
won the NL MVP in 2024.

Ohtani hit .282 with 55 hom-
ers and 102 RBI. He has won all 
four of his MVP awards unani-
mously too.
1B Naylor Stays in Seattle
First baseman Josh Naylor 

and the Mariners seem close 
to signing a five-year contract. 
Naylor, 28, became a free agent 
following the World Series and 
right after the season ended,  
the president of operations 
stressed the importance of re-
signing him after getting him 
from the D’Backs during the 
season.

In 54 games with the Mariners, 
Naylor hit .299 with nine hom-
ers, 33 RBI and 19 stolen bases. 
In 12 postseason games, he hit 
.340 with three homers and five 
RBI. Overall, for the season, he 
hit .295 with 20 home runs, 92 
RBI and 30 stolen bases.

What is Needed to Make
the Sox Better in ’26?

Recently, I read that David 
Ortiz just threw in his two 

EXTRA Innings
by Sal Giarratani

cents on what the Boston Red 
Sox should work on in the off 
season. Big Papi wants more 
offense in the lineup, another 
big bat. I think it still comes 
down to adding another big 
arm into the starting rotation. I 
see little help arriving from the 
Woo Sox.

What do you say out there 
reading this column? Do we 
need more power in the lineup 
or do we need to work on our 
pitching staff and the starting 
rotation. We did see some in 
our starting rotation but we can 
expect some movement dur-
ing free agency. We still need 
another good starting pitcher 
before we can get through the 
post-season. We were one and 
done this season. We need to 
go deeper into the playoffs. Our 
goal for success just going out of 
bounds in the initial wild card 
series. Is Ortiz right, or am I? 
Let me know ... sal.giarratani@
gmail.com.

• Stirpe Nostra (Continued from Page 2)

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit 
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after December 15, 2025 
by public or private sale to satisfy a 
lien for towing, storage, and all other 
fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 11/21, 11/28, 12/05/2025

1999 JEEP WRANGLER 
Vin #1J4FY19S1XP437031

2010 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #1HGCP2F38AA089870

2021 YONGFU YN50QT 
Vin #LL0TCAPH9MY102402
2007 HONDA RIDGELINE 
Vin #2HJYK16457H533606

2008 FORD ESCAPE 
Vin #1FMCU93118KA51822

2015 JIAJUE JJ50QT-13 
Vin #LLPVGBAG2F1G00007

2020 TAOTAO PONY 
Vin #L9NTCBAE0L1005953

2000 TOYOTA CAMRY 
Vin #4T1BG22K9YU933684

2013 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #1HGCR2F34DA230478

1999 FORD F350 
Vin #1FDWF36S6XEE60355

2013 FORD ECONOLINE 
Vin #1FTNS2EW6DDA35648

1999 FORD F350 
Vin #1FDWF36S0XEE32146

2008 HONDA ODYSSEY 
Vin #5FNRL38468B092185

2013 FORD ESCAPE 
Vin #1FMCU9J96DUB19801

2016 DODGE JOURNEY 
Vin #3C4PDCBB1GT246734

2011 BMW 550i 
Vin #WBAFU9C54BC785034

2005 VOLVO XC70 
Vin #YV1SZ592151202700

2008 KIA RONDO 
Vin #KNAFG526587191287

2014 NISSAN PATHFINDER 
Vin #5N1AR2MM4EC616627

2008 HONDA ACCORD 
Vin #1HGCP36868A028917

2017 ZERO MOTORCYCLES FX 
Vin #538XXBZ49HCJ07416

2010 AUDI Q5 
Vin #WA1LKAFP0AA041669

of him who has taught me, and 
to disciples bound by covenant 
and oath, according to the law 
of medicine. The regimen I adopt 
shall be for the benefit of my 
patients according to my ability 
and judgment, and not for their 
hurt or for any wrong. I will give 
no deadly drug to any, though it 
be asked of me, nor will I counsel 
such, and especially I will not aid 
a woman to procure an abortion. 
With purity and holiness will I 

pass my life and practice my art. 
I will not cut a person with stone, 
but will leave this to be done by 
those who are practitioners of 
such work. Whatsoever house I 
enter, there will I go for the ben-
efit of the sick, refraining from 
all wrong-doing or corruption, 
and especially from any act of 
seduction, of male or female, of 
bond or free. Whatsoever things 
I see or hear concerning the life 
of men, in my attendance on 

the sick or even apart there-
from which ought not to be 
noised abroad. I will keep silent 
thereon, counting such things to 
be as sacred secrets. While I con-
tinue to keep this oath inviolate, 
may it be granted to me to enjoy 
life and the practice of my art, 
respected always by men; but 
should I break and violate this 
oath, may the reverse be my lot.”
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P5964EA

Estate of
ANN BOZDOGAN

Also known as:
ANN WILLARD BOZDOGAN

Date of Death: October 15, 2025
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 

Intestacy and Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by Kirkor 
Bozdogan of Weston, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Kirkor 
Bozdogan of Weston, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 12/16/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: November 18, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Along the way in a lengthy and 
storied career there were addi-
tional awards and recognitions. 

However, we kept this col-
umn focused more closely on 

• Hoops and Hockey (Continued from Page 12)

the New England aspects of his 
career. After all, when you go 
to the Garden and look down 
upon the game unfolding before 
you on the parquet, you will be 

doing what Lenny Wilkens did 
in the spring of 1960. Now that 
is something you have in com-
mon with a member of the Hall 
of Fame.



PAGE 12 BOSTON POST-GAZETTE, NOVEMBER 21, 2025
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HOOPS and HOCKEY in the HUBBoxing        Ringside
WITH BOBBY FRANKLINWITH BOBBY FRANKLIN  

E pluribus unum
With our country so divided,

I pray this Thanksgiving will begin
a time when we begin to come together as Americans. 

E pluribus unum: Out of many one.
If we don’t return to this, our great experiment will fail.

The two political parties are more and more embracing their radical 
fringes. Politicians on both sides have found they can campaign on 
fear and hate to keep us divided. Just remember, the Constitution 
begins with the words “We the People” not “We the politicians.”

It is time we stop looking at our neighbors, friends, and family with 
whom we have political differences as our enemies. We can’t simply 
say we will avoid confrontations by not speaking to one another. 

Democracy is an ongoing argument. It is through arguing that will 
are able to find common ground, and more importantly, learn from 
each other. Americans must be able to disagree without feeling we 
are at war with each other. God gave us two ears and one mouth. I 
think that was a message of how important it is to listen. 

We are blessed and should be thankful we live in a most unique period 
in the history of mankind where all of us have the right to speak freely. 
As with all of our rights and freedoms, it comes with responsibility. 

This year when sharing Thanksgiving, be grateful for what we have, 
who we are, and just how much better we can always strive to be. 

America is great because it is good. Let’s not lose that quality.

We are all so blessed. Let that thought bring a smile to your face 
when you sit down opposite someone you vehemently disagree and 
pass the potatoes with kindness.

A Happy and BlessedA Happy and Blessed

ThanksgivingThanksgiving
to Allto All

Gazing down from his seat in 
the original Boston Garden dur-
ing the spring of 1960 was when 
he made the final decision.

He would sign with the St. 
Louis Hawks and thus begin 
his professional career in the 
National Basketball Association, 
then an eight-team league.

All an All-Star player at 
Providence for the past four 
years, he had never seen a pro-
fessional basketball game until 
that day.

Not even while he was a high 
school standout at Boys High 
School in New York City with the 
Knicks just a subway ride away.

But that first game that he 
witnessed in the original Garden 
would be the commencement of 
a career that would see Lenny 
Wilkens, the future Hall of 
Famer who died earlier this 
month at the age of 88, grasp 
glory in numerous ways over 
a storied lifetime in basketball 
that stretched over numerous 
decades.

That first game that he wit-
nessed was somewhat of a fore-
telling of the future.

“I thought I was as good as the 
Hawks’ guards,” stated Wilkens 
in an article by Vicki-Ann 
Downing that appeared in the 
Fall, 2016 issue of Providence 
College Magazine. 

The 1960 NBA Playoffs would 
be the last that would start in 
March. with the C’s defeating 
St Louis in a seven-game series 
that ended on April 9.

 Two days later the NBA Draft 
was held in New York City and 
Wilkens was selected by St. 
Louis. “I decided to sign with 
them. You are young and you 
are confident.” He added that 
he thought “he could do this.”

The fact that Wilkens “decided” 
to sign with the Hawks indicates 
the state of the NBA in that era. 
It may seem odd today but back 
then one might actually be able 
to make more money in posi-
tions outside of athletics. Those 
days are long gone but they did 
exist back in former times.

That first round of the 1960 
NBA Draft was the front end 
of a selection process that was 
loaded with talent.

Oscar Robertson was the top 
selection, being chosen by the 
Cincinnati Royals while Jerry 
West was picked second by the 
Minneapolis (later Los Angeles) 
Lakers. The Celtics went with 
Tom Sanders as the eighth over-
all choice. Now there’s a round 
that will spin your head.

But that first game he wit-
nessed at the Garden proved 
to be the genesis of a storied 
NBA career. Just a year later 
he would no longer be looking 
down from the seats but play-
ing against the Celtics in the 
1961 NBA Finals. He was one of 
12 future Hall of Fame players 
(eight from the Celtics, four from 
the Hawks) to play in the series.

Wilkens had played in 74 
regular season games with the 
Hawks, averaging 11.7 points 
per contest. The C’s jumped 
out to a 2-0 lead in the series 
and went on to capture the title 
in five games, with the closeout 
contest on April 11 being Celtics 
player Bill Sharman’s final NBA 
game.

It also was the last time that 
the Hawks franchise (which 
moved to Atlanta for the start of 

the 1968-1969 season) has been 
to the NBA Finals.

But the 1960-1961 season 
had been a glorious start for 
Wilkens. After all, how many 
NBA players can say they went 
to the NBA Finals in their first 
season in the league? Not that 
many.

Over the course of his career, 
Wilkens would play against the 
Celtics on 103 occasions. He 
averaged 16.4 points per game 
against the C’s in an NBA play-
ing career that stretched over 15 
seasons. Overall, he averaged 
16.5 points per game across 
1,077 regular season contests.

Lenny Wilkins was born in 
Brooklyn and played at Boys 
High School, a high school 
known for its basketball pro-
gram. A search of the internet 
revealed very little about his 
high school days.

But when he did show up on 
the Providence College campus 
in the fall of 1956 it was only 
nine months since a brand-new 
gymnasium had opened. The 
new facility seemed ready to give 
birth to new careers. Wilkens 
would be the first of numerous 
stars to come out of PC in the 
ensuing years. Another was 
former Boston Mayor Raymond 
Flynn, the captain of the 1963 
NIT Championship squad.

Wilkens certainly brought 
winning ways to the PC basket-
ball program. In an era when 
freshmen were not allowed on 
varsity rosters, Wilkens led his 
freshman team to an unde-
feated 26-0 season. Reports 
indicate that the frosh team even 
defeated the varsity squad in an 
informal contest.

 During his sophomore sea-
son PC went 18-6. His junior 
year saw the Friars accumulate 
more success as they made the 
12-team field of the National 
Invitation Tournament in New 
York City and advanced to the 
semifinals, finishing with an 
overall mark of 20-7. 

Back then the NIT was con-
sidered more prestigious than 
the NCAA post season tourna-
ment. It was a different era 
and the NIT was the top tour-
nament in the world of college 
basketball. Gradually, over the 
course of decades, the NCAA 
“March Madness” tournament 
assumed the top position. In the 
modern era, the NCAA actually 
runs both tournaments with, 
of course, the NCAA national 
championship event carrying 
much more prestige.

In the 1959-1960 season, with 
Wilkens serving as co-captain, 
the Friars posted a memorable 
regular season 64-63 victory 
over St. Joseph’s of Philadelphia 
and advanced to the finals of 
the NIT. Wilkens was named 
the MVP of the tournament 
despite being on the losing team. 
Overall, the Friars finished with 
a record of 24-5.

His college number (14) was 
retired by Providence in 1996. He 
was inducted into the Basketball 
Hall of Fame in Springfield on 
three separate occasions–first 
as a player (1966), second as 
a head coach (1998) and third 
(2010) as a member of the 
coaching staff of the 1992 U.S. 
Olympic “Dream Team” that 
consisted of NBA All-Stars.

(Continued on Page 11)


