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Happy Hallocweerr

News Briefs

by Sal Giarratani

“Voluntary” Fines Upheld

Nassau County won’t be required to pay back $400
million in illegal red-light camera fees after a judge
ruled drivers voluntarily paid the fines, although they
were threatened with license suspensions.

Supreme Court Justice Thomas Rademaker made
the ruling after an appellate court decided additional
fees added to tickets were illegal. Plaintiff’s attorney
called for the justice to be removed from the bench.

Fenway Health Limits Care for
Trans Patients Under 19

Fenway Health, one of the major providers of gender-
affirming care in Boston, will no longer offer hormones
or puberty blockers to trans patients under age 19,
following changes to federal funding requirements.

Al Could Cut
100 Million American Jobs

Artificial Intelligence (Al) and automation could
wipe out nearly 100 million American jobs over the
next decade, according to a report released by U.S.
Senator Bernie Sanders. The analysis, ironically based

(Continued on Page 10)

set yvour clocks back an hour
November 2, at 2:00 A.M.

Could Mayor Wu
Become the Alternative in the
2026 U.S. Senate Race

by Patti Sartori

As Boston Mayor Michelle
Wu prepares to glide straight
back into city hall following next
week’s election, the question
arises as to whether she has
an interest in running for the
U.S. Senate seat currently
occupied by Ed Markey, who
him-self is already facing a
primary challenge from U.S.
Congressman Seth Moulton.
With zero opposition to battle, it
will be smooth sailing for Wu on
November 4, as she is a virtual
lock on winning another four-
year term.

While Moulton is targeting
age as his main focus in next
year’s election, Markey will be
turning 80 in July, the field
offers no diversity or much
distinction between the two
white male candidates. But a
liberal, progressive, minority,
female candidate from Boston
would instantly shake up the

field and possibly set Markey
and Moulton on their heels try-
ing to play catch up.

Over the past six to nine
months, since President
Trump assumed office for his
second term, Wu has raised
her national profile ten-fold,

emerging as a fierce defendant
and advocate for Boston’s sanc-
tuary policies, testifying before
Congress this past March and
refusing to back down from U.S.
Attorney General Pam Bondi’s
orders.

Wu enjoys solid name recog-
nition and somewhat of a celeb-
rity status in the Democratic
Party, she wouldn’t need to
give up her mayoral role if she
runs, and she has time on her
side, no rush to make a deci-
sion until early 2026, possibly
just after her annual State of
the City Address. Should she
decide to jump into the senate
race, there will be no shortage
of candidates eagerly hoping to
replace her, especially current
city councilors. Until she makes
a decision either way, you can
bet Markey and Moulton will
be faced with many sleepless
nights.

New City of Boston Zoning PLAN Approved
New Height Limits Part of Plan

The Boston Zoning Commis-
sion voted 10-0, with one recu-
sal, approving PLAN: Downtown,
which will allow the creation of
500-700-foot high-rise towers
in parts of historic downtown.
The vote of approval by the
Zoning Commission, along with
last months’ vote in support
by the Boston Planning and
Development Agency Board,
assured Boston Mayor Michelle
Wu the authority to implement
the plan. To put these heights
in context, look at the follow-
ing examples: The Custom
House stands 496 feet tall, the

by Patti Sartori

Prudential Building is 749 feet
and the John Hancock Tower is
790 feet tall.

The one recusal came from
the Commission Chair, Michael
Nichols, due to his role as
President of the Downtown
Boston Alliance, which submit-
ted a letter in support of the
plan. One group who has been
particularly vocal in their opposi-
tion to the new zoning plan is the
Downtown Boston Neighborhood
Association, which has sug-
gested the changes would be
“destructive” and would alter
the character of the city’s core.

The association does sup-
port towering in the Financial
District east of Washington
Street, where these proposed
heights have been allowed,
but opposes new skyscrapers
in the historic and residential
Ladder Blocks and Park Plaza
neighborhoods to the west to
Washington Street and adja-
cent to the Boston Common.
Other critics have also noted
the Massachusetts shadow law,
enacted in 1990 and restricts
the creation of new shadows

(Continued on Page 10)
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by Prof. Edmund Turiello
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HERMES and MERCURY

Hermes was the Greek god of herds, com- his benevolence to all men. Anything found
on the roads by travelers was considered to
be a gift from this god. Mounds of stones were

s raised in his honor at rural crossroads as every

passerby added a stone. Square posts were

; set up in streets, open spaces, before

merce, travel, and messenger of other gods.
Mercury was the name of his Roman coun-

terpart, and both are considered to be one

and the same. Trickery, cunning, inven-

tiveness, and versatility were his major

characteristics. These became apparent
from the moment of his birth. Stories about
his escapades sound incredible, but then,

that’s what legends are all about.

Before noon on the day he was born, he
found a tortoise shell, made holes in the
opposite ends of it, and drew cords of linen
through them, and thereby invented the
lyre. Later that same day he stole 50 head
of cattle from his brother Apollo, and then
hid them in a cave before bedding down for
the night in his cradle. Later, this young god
was ordered to return the cattle, however, he
had so delighted his brother by playing the
lyre, that Apollo made him a gift of the cattle.
Mercury was also made herald to the gods
in addition to the guide of the dead in the
lower world.

This god was also worshipped as the one

who bestowed the benevolence of fertility
on the herds and their pastures. Again,
legend tells us that he spent a consider-
able amount of time in those pastures,
and an equal amount of time with the
wood nymphs, bestowing the blessing
of fertility on them also. He became the
father of many children by these nymphs,
Pan and Daphnis being the most widely known.
Pan, as you may recall, became a god of the fields,
forests, flocks, and shepherds. He was usually
represented with horns, ears, and legs of a goat.
Daphnis became the Sicilian shepherd that
taught Pan to play the flute. Daphnis was also
considered to be the inventor of bucolic (rustic
or countrified) poetry.

Hermes (Mercury) presided over commerce,
gymnastics, thievery, and everything else that
required skill and dexterity. As the god of com-
merce and guardian of the roads, he showed

entrances, and as milestones along
certain roads. These posts were made
from wood or stone, and the head
of the god was carved at the top. Some of
these posts were carved with proverbs or
riddles, while others contained the names
of those who had fought and died for their
country. This concept was also used in
Rome as a decorative feature in houses,
villas, and for garden rails.

As the father of Autolycus, the prince of

thieves, Mercury bestowed upon his son, the gift
of changing stolen goods so as to make them
unrecognizable. By this gift, Autolycus became
the first stolen goods “fence” in world history.
Mercury was represented in art by some of
the world’s greatest sculptors. Most famous,
no doubt, is the form which is similar to the
FTD florists’ emblem. The original statue,
now in the Bargello of Florence, was done
in bronze by the Florentine sculptor named
Giambologna. He showed Mercury as a
slender youth with calm features, winged
hat, and winged sandals. In one hand
Mercury holds a purse, the symbol of
the mischievous little thief and the god
of gain, while in the other hand he carries
the “caduceus,” emblem of his influence over the
living and the dead. This caduceus, the winged
staff with two serpents twined about it, is the
symbol of the medical profession today.

As the gods of sleep and sweet dreams, Mercury
could open or close the eyes of mortals. This is
the reason why the last libation of the day was
offered to him, and if forgotten, became a good
excuse for just one more nightcap, salute!

NEXT WEEK:
Aphrodite, the Greek Goddess of Love

Will the “Combat Zone”
Rise Again?

by Patti Sartori

For those of us old enough
to remember the Combat Zone
it’s scary to think there is a
possibility of something simi-
lar being reincarnated. This
area of Boston, Chinatown and
downtown, earned its nickname
almost sixty years ago, when
it was home to strip clubs,
X-rated stores, and prostitu-
tion. The area mainly comprised
of Washington, Boylston, and
Kneeland Street, was one of the
most notorious and dangerous
sections of Boston.

Through the efforts of former
Mayor Ray Flynn, it was cleaned
up and revitalized into a more
tolerable and viable section
of the city. Presently only a
couple of adult entertainment
establishments remain. One
of those strip clubs is propos-
ing a change in use that would
relocate a fully-nude club from
LaGrange Street in the Theatre
District to a more high-profile
location on Stuart Street. The
district city councilor for the
area, Ed Flynn, has taken a
stand in opposition, instead
proposing a zoning change at
last Wednesday’s weekly coun-
cil meeting, that would make
adult entertainment venues a
“conditional use” rather than

n “allowed use.”

The zoning change would
apply to venues seeking to
operate in Chinatown, the
downtown and Bay Village.
“Allowed Uses” are projects that
don’t require relief from the
Zoning Board of Appeals, while
those that are “Conditional” do
and must go through a review
process and public hearing to
obtain a permit.

“It’s critical that the people of
Chinatown and communities

of color, the residents of down-
town Boston and Bay Village be
treated with respect, that they
receive a thorough vetting pro-
cess and a voice in what takes
place in their community. [ went
to high school when the combat
zone had 22, 23 places open. |
know the area as well as any-
body but my constituents have
said to me, they want to ensure
Chinatown doesn’t go back-
wards, downtown doesn’t go
backwards, or the Bay Village.
They want a say in the process,”
Flynn stated at the recent City
Council meeting.

Under current zoning, pro-
ponents for adult venues are
not required to undergo a full
community process. Flynn’s
zoning proposal was not quite
embraced by his council col-
leagues. District 1 councilor
Gabriela Coletta Zapata urged
prudence regarding a change
that may be used to belittle
strippers, sex workers and oth-
ers in the adult entertainment
industry. “We need to be care-
ful not to perpetuate outdated
narratives of misogyny, that
this type of work is negative or
that it brings crime, because the
verdict is still out on that. I just
want to be careful not to weap-
onize the zoning code to police
or make others feel less than
safe for their chosen profession,
which can be very empowering
and provide autonomy for folks
who need it,” she added.

Councilor Flynn’s proposal
was referred to the Committee
on Planning, Development and
Transportation for further dis-
cussion. The only other coun-
cilors to sign on to the zoning
change were Erin Murphy and
John Fitzgerald.

L etter to the Editor

by Gabriela Coletta Zapata, District 1 Boston City Councilor

Over the past three years,
together, we’ve advanced key
priorities like affordable hous-
ing, climate resiliency, economic
opportunities for small busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs, and
access to high-quality public
education. Simultaneously, I've
focused on improving the day-
to-day quality of life for District
1 residents by strengthening
city response systems, holding
departments accountable for
timely action, and addressing
persistent issues like litter and
illegal dumping.

I believe deeply in the power
of local government to make a
real difference in people’s lives.

I wake up every day loving this
job. We've delivered real results
for District One. Our office has
addressed hundreds of commu-
nity concerns across the district
providing efficient, high-quality
support on everything from
parking enforcement and pest
control to sidewalk repairs and
abandoned mattresses. But
our work isn’t finished, we’re
building a city that’s equitable,
resilient, and livable for every-
one. My commitment remains
as strong as the first day I began
serving as your City Councilor.

I'm committed to keeping our
neighborhoods clean and beau-
tiful by organizing community
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clean-ups, advocating for addi-
tional trash barrels, conducting
walkthroughs, and improv-
ing trash collection contracts.
I'm committed to expanding
affordable homeownership,
increasing funding for housing
vouchers, and advancing inno-
vative strategies to help keep
hundreds of our neighbors in
their homes.

I'm committed to ensuring all
our youth have access to the
highest quality education by
expanding educational oppor-
tunities across the district and
advocating for additional Pre-K
seats. I'm committed to advanc-
ing and prioritizing waterfront
planning that centers resilience,
equity, and accessibility to
confront the impacts of climate
change and address long-stand-
ing environmental inequities.

As we look toward the next
chapter, I am committed to
remaining accessible, respon-
sive, and engaged with every
resident and ensuring that City
Hall works for you. Together,
I'm hopeful we will continue
building on our progress to
further enrich the vibrancy
of Charlestown, East Boston,
the North End, and the Wharf
District. I would be honored
to earn your vote on or before
November 4th, 2025. Visit
gabrielacoletta.com to learn
more or get in touch.

Boston Police Dept., Area A-1
Holds CompStat Meeting in North End

Last week Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox, top brass
from various departments, and other police personnel joined
Area A-1 Captain Richard Driscoll, Detective Baxter, Community
Service Sergeant Wallace and North End Community Service
Officer Michael Mustacchio at the first ever North End/Waterfront
CompStat community meeting.

Boston Police Department commanding officers typically meet
internally, every other week, with the Boston Regional Intelligence
Center, BRIC, to determine how to best deploy officers and
resources within Boston neighborhoods, by using input from
residents, business owners, and with shared data gathered from
each community.

Fortunately, as we are reminded time and again, we all live and
work in a safe area of the city. However, there are quality of life issue
that do arise fairly often, including package theft, vehicular and
pedestrian accidents, motorized scooter and bicycle complaints,
noise and loud party issues, residential and commercial attempted
breaking and entering and motor vehicle break ins, although most
are due to the vehicles being left unlocked and valuables left out
in the open.

These types of incidents are taken very seriously and investi-
gated fully. Thanks to the large number of cameras throughout
the neighborhood, along with the determination of the officers or
detectives assigned to the case, these offenders are often arrested,
charged and convicted.

Both Commissioner Cox and Captain Driscoll urged residents to
call 911, 311, or use the BPD app to report suspicious or criminal
behavior. These notifications are vital to providing a data category
point which helps BRIC determine the best deployment of BPD
resources and officers.

The mission of the Boston Police Department is to work in part-
nership with the community to fight crime, reduce fear, and improve
the quality of life in its neighborhoods. The core of the mission is
community policing. When Commissioner Cox was asked to define
Community Police, presently, as it has evolved from when it was
first introduced, he responded, “Community policing is limitless.
It’s whatever it takes to develop trust within the community, to
resolve issues, to address needs. It means BPD can never cease to
connect with the public and build strong bonds between its officers
and those they serve. Where there is lack of trust, there is higher
crime. Community policing is whatever it takes to keep connections
alive and strong, crime down and the public safe.”



POST-GAZETTE, OCTOBER 31, 2025

PAGE 3

POST-GAZETTE

Pamela Donnaruma, Publisher and Editor
5 Prince Street, P.O. Box 130135, Boston, MA 02113
617-227-8929 617-227-8928 FAX 617-227-5307

e-mail: postgazette@aol.com
Website: www.BostonPostGazette.com
Subscriptions in the United States $35.00 yearly

Published weekly by
Post-Gazette, 5 Prince St., P.O. Box 130135,
Boston, MA 02113
USPS 1538 — Second-Class Postage paid at Boston, MA
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the
POST-GAZETTE - P.O. Box 130135, Boston, MA 02113

James V. Donnaruma Caesar L. Donnaruma Phyllis F. Donnaruma
1896 to 1953 1953 to 1971 1971 to 1990

Vol. 130 - No. 44 Friday, October 31, 2025

OUR POLICY: To help preserve the ideals and sacred traditions
of this our adopted country the United States of America:
To revere its laws and inspire others to respect and obey
them: To strive unceasingly to quicken the public’s sense of
civic duty: In all ways to aid in making this country greater
and better than we found it.

Marnia Lanza
& Paul (orcoran

Celebrate therr Engagement!!!

Best wishes and congratulations to the North End’s newly engaged
couple, Maria Lanza and Paul Corcoran. The groom to be popped the
question on the Arthur Fiedler Bridge, next to the Esplanade, the site of
their first date. It was truly a magical occasion for a very special couple.

Maria is the daughter of Michelle and Kenny Lanza of the North End.
A fall, 2026 wedding is planned. Maria and Paul will continue to make
the North End of Boston their home.
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e-mail: postgazette@aol.com. If you want your photos returned, include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope.

Friends, Romans, Countrymen!

by Laura Carlo

There is magic here in New
England when autumn arrives:
leaves change colors and the
air is crisp. For those of us who
love music, opera and dance,
autumn also welcomes back our
world-renowned arts scene. One
of the major players is a hurri-
cane-strength force of nature,
conductor Jonathan McPhee.

Maestro McPhee is conduc-
tor of the Lexington Symphony
Orchestra, a post he has rel-
ished since 2004. You may also
recognize his name from the
Boston Ballet, where he was
concurrently Music Director for
28 years. If you're a fan of the
holiday favorite, Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker,
you probably have his best-selling recording with
the Boston Ballet Orchestra, which achieved
“classical gold” status. In recent seasons he has
conducted the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
(London), the Cape Town Philharmonic, the
Hamburg Philharmonic, and the Ukraine
National Opera Orchestra, to name but a very
few. He has also conducted orchestras for some of
the world’s greatest dance companies, including
the Joffrey Ballet, The Royal Ballet (England), the
Martha Graham Dance Company, the New York
City Ballet and the Royal Danish Ballet.

Not only have I enjoyed some of Greater
Boston’s best music and dance performances
with McPhee at the conductor’s podium, I've been
privileged to be on stage twice with him as con-
ductor: just last December I narrated his amazing
arrangement-for-orchestra of The Nutcracker with
the Lexington Symphony, and going back to the
early 2000’s, my then 6-year-old son and I had
walk-on parts in Boston Ballet’s The Nutcracker
opening street scene. That was a thrill in itself,
but I'll never forget how kind Jonathan was to
my child, conducting a personal tour of both the
back stage and the beautiful theatre itself after
the performance.

I was thrilled to get a chance to talk with him
before his next trip abroad. Although he was
born in Philadelphia, his father was a chaplain
for the U.S. military so the family moved around
alot, both in the U.S. and Europe. And speaking
of his dad, that’s where Maestro McPhee gets his
Sicilian heritage! His father was of Sicilian and
Scottish lineage, making Jonathan one-quarter
Italian.

When did he know he wanted a music career?
Jonathan told me he knew in first grade after a
holiday concert. I found it amazing that even at
that young age it struck him that the “conductor
was communicating with the orchestra without
using words!” Although his music teacher-mom
gave piano lessons to others, she and his dad
didn’t encourage a music career because they
knew how difficult it was to make a living in the
field. Still, he was determined, and bought a flute
with his savings. Over the next several years, with
the guidance of school orchestra conductors and
teachers, Jonathan increased his knowledge of

Maestro Jonathan McPhee

musical performance, and added
oboe and English horn to his
repertory. He told me he realized
early on that if you want to be
a good conductor you also have
to achieve a high level of playing
an instrument. He was already
conducting by high school and
it cemented his career goals.
He received his Bachelor’s and
Master’s degrees from Juilliard
and distinguished himself there
as well, stepping in for ailing
conductors and quickly making
a name for himself. And the rest,
as they say, is history.

I asked about the influence,
if any, Jonathan’s Italian side
of the family had on his upbringing. He told me
that his Sicilian grandmother didn’t teach Italian
to his father. Like many of her generation who
immigrated to North America, her family was
keenly aware of being ostracized and rejected
for being from a foreign land. They focused
instead on having the family assimilate and
“fit in.” That story made an impact on him unto
itself. On the other hand, when his father joined
the military and moved the family to different
areas of the world, the one thing that connected
them was hearing music. Jonathan told me “What
really makes me upset is when we treat music
as a “fluff” subject in school. Music is THE most
powerful communication tool. What do authori-
tarian governments do after taking power? They
go after music and the arts. Why? Music connects
us as humans. We celebrate happy times with
music and dance, and we lay our loved ones to
rest with music. Music inspires and gives hope.
If you want to control a population, you begin
by controlling the arts.” He continued, “After
WWII, whenever America wanted to negotiate
with a foreign country, we’d bring along our
orchestras and dance companies. Then when the
negotiations started, diplomats would express
gratitude for the amazing performances they
saw and the talks would begin on a more relaxed
note.”

A major accomplishment of his has been
the recent completion of a reduced version of
Wagner’s masterpiece, The Ring Cycle, pub-
lished by Boosey & Hawkes. Until now, fans
worldwide would sit through 15 hours of opera
over 4 nights, limiting the places where The Ring
could be staged. His epic arrangement keeps
the integrity of Wagner’s works but reduces it to
2 3-hour evenings. Less time means more afford-
able and accessible, a mission McPhee has long
championed.

Children’s arts education is also important to
McPhee. He will be working with the Hanover
Theatre in Worcester next spring bringing
together students with principal dancers from
the Dance Theatre of Harlem.

What I learned is that hurricanes on a mission
to bring beauty into our lives never rest!

Meantime, check out the upcoming season at
lexingtonsymphony.org.

North End Cares Hosts Another Successful Fundraiser

BINGO! It was yelled loud and
often at the recent North End
Cares Bingo Fundraiser last week,
at the Nazzaro Center, 30 North
Bennet Street. Almost 50 partici-
pants played 20 games of Bingo,
raising $2,500 for North End
Cares.

Thank you to everyone who
attended and to the North End
Cares Committee congratulations
on another successful event.

See you all on February 1st, for
the next round of Bingo!

North End Cares Committee
Members (L-R): Area A-1
Boston Police Department
North End Community Service
Office Michael Mustacchio,
Anne Fitzgerald,

Olivia Scimeca, Maria Lanza,
John Pregmon, Karen D’Amico,
Michael Giannasoli and

Ciara D’Amico
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L’ Anno Bdllo: A Year in Italian Folklore
November, From the Chilly to the Cozy

by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz

[ first noticed the commercials
a few days before Halloween.
Ads for layaway deals in big-
box stores began to pepper my
television viewing experiences,
replete with images of smil-
ing Santas, rolling ornaments
and the sound of chattering
jingle bells. Whenever one of
these commercials caught my
eye, a familiar, tingling sense
of anticipation crept over me
as I thought of the pleasures
of the holiday season: swirling
snowflakes, cookies baking in
the oven, Christmas carols on
the radio, potato latkes on sale
for Hanukkah, trees illuminated
with dozens of twinkling lights.
However, I soon brought myself
back to reality. I looked outside
at the last yellow leaves drifting
down from bare branches, the
cornstalks and pumpkins deco-
rating neighborhood homes.
Halloween may be over, but we
still have the whole month of
November to enjoy! It is very
tempting to dive into the plea-
sures of the holiday season early
on, but the pulsating rhythms
of the seasons and their unique
feast days are meant to be
experienced slowly, spiced with
the trifecta of time, nature and
mindfulness. This desire to
live the seasons to their fullest
proves especially palpable in
November. Rather than a mere
segue to the frenzied month of
December, November boasts its
own fascinating customs and
traditions. As a month which
signaled the end of the harvest
and ushered in the beginning of
winter, Italians honor the many
faces of November, and their
insights can help us appreci-
ate this time for its singular
delights.

At times, November can
appear to be a somber month,

sober and silent. Its skies are
thick gray blankets outlined
by bare, black branches. Dead
leaves collect in clumps across
the wet ground. Night wraps its
dark cloak around the Earth
early in the evening, uninter-
rupted by the colorful holiday
lights that start to appear much
later in the month. Winter feels
imminent as the first bewildered
snowflakes spiral down from
the slate-colored sky. This is
the month when nature settles
into a nap, slumbering until its
rebirth in the spring. Old Italian
proverbs, hailing from the days
of a primarily agricultural soci-
ety, speak of the month’s chilly,
bleak characteristics. A dictum
stating “Per Ognissanti, man-
tello e guante” reminds Italians
to start putting on their coats
and gloves on All Saints’ Day, or
November 1%t. Another maxim,
“Per Santa Caterina, la neve
st avvicina,” warns that snow
looms close around the time of
November 25%, the feast day
of St. Catherine. Some may
find this transitional state of
November, caught between the
harvest of the autumn and the
desolation of winter, downright
dreary. However, I believe it
perfectly fits the nature of
the month. November was
the month of Samhain for the
ancient Celts, a month to honor
the dead. It is befitting that the
weather should match ponder-
ous ruminations on mortality
and life. T find November the
perfect time to devote myself
to solitude and tranquility, to
recharge my energy before the
hectic holiday season.
However, November also
contains another side, one of
warmth, family and festivity.
In Italy, November marked
the end of the harvest. To
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celebrate this occasion, villages
across the country held com-
munal feasts in order to enjoy
the results of Earth’s bounty.
Oftentimes, these feasts became
attached to particular saints’
days. St. Martin’s Day, or
San Martino in Italian, occurs
on November 11% and features
banquets of goose, chestnuts,
and the year’s new wine. In
fact, these foods feature in a
notable Italian St. Martin’s Day
proverb: “Oca, castagne e vino
per festeggiare San Martino!”
Another feast, St. Andrew’s Day,
or Sant’Andrea, on November
30", traditionally contained
feasts of pork, commemorated
in an Italian aphorism which
states: “Da Sant’Andrea del
maiale venticinque giorni a
Natale.” This proverb not only
reminds Italians of the custom-
ary pork dishes on St. Andrew’s
Day, but also speaks of the
fact that Christmas is merely
twenty-five days away! Here in
the United States, Thanksgiving
beckons us into the comforts
of family and friends, of heart-
warming reunions and copious
food to share. The stores brim-
ming with boughs of holly and
jolly elves tease the goodwill
and joy of the upcoming holi-
day season. Though November
demonstrates that nature goes
through periods when it is rest-
ing and devoid of growth, the
love of good company and the
generosity of the Earth help us
overcome that.

Italians honor November
with communal feasts and
unique holidays. Yes, the tem-
peratures may drop to a biting
cold, and the first dustings of
snow may glitter on the ground.
However, November also brims
with a plethora of traditions
that enforce the warmth of
family gatherings in the face of
the approaching winter, from
the sampling of new wine of
St. Martin’s Day to prepara-
tions for Christmas occurring
at the end of the month. Since
time immemorial, Italians knew
that the best way to contend
with the solemn, wintry tone
of November was to revel in its
unique characteristics, but also
introduce joyous festivities to
keep people full of hope and
optimism. As the month pro-
gresses, we may become wor-
ried about a frigidly cold winter
filled with heavy coats and
thick scarves. However, during
such moments of dreariness,
we should remember that the
bleak November weather offers
a much-needed chance for
relaxation and reflection, and
that the light and gaiety of the
holidays will soon be upon us!

Happy November!

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz
is a high school history teacher.
She appreciates any comments
and suggestions about Italian
holidays and folklore at
adicenso89@gmail.com.
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by Sal Giarratani u n

Taller Luxury Living
Won'’t Solve Boston’s Housing Crisis

As a neighborhood activist all my life, now in East Boston, I
have been following this ongoing story concerning the creation
of a new residential neighborhood within Downtown Boston. The
real story here isn’t the recusing of the Zoning Board chair but
of the push to rezone the area in question to keep building more
high-end housing in the downtown area.

The proposed PLAN: Downtown. As I read of the support of
this plan by the Downtown Boston Alliance which represents
commercial property owners. [ am opposed to the creation of new
skyline districts where buildings would be zoned for 500-700-foot
towers.

According to supporters of PLAN: Downtown, passage of the
proposal “is critical for completing the neighborhood’s needed
transformation such that it can align with a new normal.” NEW
NORMAL, I am not sure a new normal and new zoning codes and
along with a housing-first agenda bringing a new generation of
residents is the answer to saving the sagging Downtown Boston
business district or the housing crisis across our neighborhoods
where fewer and fewer folks can afford to stay living here. It surely
will only create more un-affordable housing choices. High-rise
towers with high-rent housing will only increase the housing crisis
for working families to stay here.

The answer to creating more affordable housing options for
ordinary working folk will not be created by turning Downtown
Crossing, the Financial District and the area around the
Boston Common or Public Gardens into a new residential
neighborhood.

If we want to save our entire city from the constant development
of housing that only adds to the decreasing affordable housing
stock. I do not see Boston Planning & Development Agency or
the Boston Zoning Board or for that matter City Hall itself as a
friend to those becoming more unable to live in a housing market
that continues to go high-end only. The real housing crisis will
continue unabated and would also squeeze out opportunities for
small businesses to get created and thrive.

I am tired of all these PLANS across the city, I want to be able to
afford to stay in the city where I was born, have lived and thrived
for so long. Words like “transformation” always scare me because
of all the unattended consequences that always seem to follow
right behind all the hype.

What good is there being the “Safest City in America,” if it
becomes too unaffordable for most of us to live in?

There'sa New Bakery in Town

|talian Bake Shop Caffe

by Sal Giarratani

Italian Bake Shop Caffe owners Marco Stefaneili and Fortunato
Conte with staff members

There’s a brand-new Italian bakery over in Winthrop Center. I
heard all about it from my many Winthrop friends and recently
stopped by and found the Italian Bake Shop Caffe to be everything
it has been billed as.

Owners Marco Stefanelli (Calabria) and Fortunato Conte
(Salerno) with all their staff members are making this place a
destination spot in Winthrop, Revere and East Boston, too.

All their bakery items are fantastic, sandwiches, desserts and
gelato too. Oh, and don'’t get me started about their espresso and
cappuccinos to chase everything else you might be munching on
inside this shop. All I can say is MANGIA!
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NORTH END ART EXHIBIT FEATURES
Captain Ray Bono

by Jimmy Bono Geany

(L-R): Mary Bono MacDonald, daughter
of Captain Ray Bono and Local Artist
GabriellaRibeiro with her water color painting
entitled The Captain & The Madonna

The Saint Joseph’s Home for Artisans recently
held an art exhibit at 12 North Square which
featured a beautiful water colored painting (on
wood) of Captain Ray Bono who was the last of the
many Sicilian commercial fishermen to work out
of the old Boston Fish Piers. What is known today
as “The Waterfront” was once a bustling fishing
port operated mainly by Sicilian Fishermen from
the Town of Sciacca. The old “Packet Pier” once
housed (docked) up to 70 fishing boats! Captain

Ray who passed
away in 2019 was
also the last active
Boston Fishermen
as a member of
the Madonna
Del Soccorso di
Sciacca Society
of Boston. One
of the boats he
worked on was
named Carmen &
Vince (as pictured
in the painting).
The name Vince
referring to Ray’s
Dad (Vincenzo
Bono). A caption
in-scripted along
the top of the

Painting of North End of
Boston native Captain
Ray Bono at the wheel of
his fishing boat with the
image of the Madonna Del
Soccorso di Sciacca (Our
Lady of Help) watching &
guiding from above.

wooden painting

reads a quote from Captain Ray as his fishing
boat ran into trouble back in the ’70s and began
to sink out at sea, “Madonna Del Soccorso please
protect us. Save me and the boys.” This won-
derful painting by local artist Gabriella Ribeiro
beautifully displays the faith & devotion Captain
Ray Bono held for his beloved Madonna and his
love for the sea! Kudos to artist Gabriella! She
certainly created a true work of art!

umbria

Italian steakhouse

& mia

ROOF DECK

Bricco

Boutique ItalianCuisine
241 Hanover St. « 617.248.6800

P
Maré
Seafood & Oyster Bar
223 Hanover St., 3 Mechanic St. « 617.723.MARE

Quattro
Grill, Rosticceria & Pizzeria
266 Hanover St. 617.720.0444

AquaPazza

Oyster Bar & Italian Kitchen
135 Richmond St. « 857-350-3105

Figalalli

e T T

Frarik and Nick §

Trattoria Il Panino
Boston’s 1st Original Trattoria
11 Parmenter St. « 617.720.1336
Assaggio
Positano Cuisine Restaurant ¢ Lounge
29 Prince St. Boston « 617-865-1265

Umbria
Steakhouse & mia Roof Deck
250 Hanover St. » 617-868-1265

Dolce
Italian Cafe with 33 Flavors of Tiramisu
272 Hanover St.

Glarding

Italian Heritage Month 2025
Honors Columbus Day at Annual Breakfast

Italian Heritage Month 2025 Committee Members gather to celebrate Columbus Day at the Annual breakfast

Silvia Salomoni, Deputy Consul General; Kevin Caira,
Chairman of the Italian Heritage Month Committee and

The October as Italian
Heritage Month Committee held
their Annual Columbus Day
Breakfast on Monday, October
13 at the Dante Alighieri Society
in Cambridge. Guests enjoyed a
full buffet breakfast catered by
Mr. Jack’s in Billerica, dessert
from Mike’s pastry in the North
End and live entertainment
courtesy of Pasquale and the
Good Italians, including Guido
and Matteo.

This year’s guest speaker
was author Stephen Puleo, who
spoke passionately regarding
the importance of Columbus
Day, Christopher Columbus,

Richard Vita President of Italian Heritage Month Committee

Thank you to Mike’s Pastry of Boston’s North End for the
delicious cake celebrating Columbus Day 2025

Pasquale and the Good Italians
provided entertainment at
the Columbus Day Breakfast

Featured Speaker of the 2025 Columbus Day Breakfast author
Stephen Puleo and Consul General of Italy to Boston, Arnaldo
Minuti

his travels and explorations, the
European pathway it opened to
the new lands, as well as the
trade routes to exchange goods
and materials.

It was an honor to have
the Consul General of Italy
to Boston, Arnaldo Minuti,

address the group. A note of
gratitude and appreciation to
the Dante Aligheiri Society for
hosting the breakfast, President
of Italian Heritage Month
Attorney Richard Vita and to
Kevin Caira for coordinating
the event.

(Photos by Rosario Scabin, Ross Photography)
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RoBeRT “Tep™ TomasoNE HONORED

- . .1 o ] 7 X :
“The Family” Luke, Ben, Lauren and Sadie Antolini, Lenore and Ted, Audrey, Andrea, Sydney, Sam and Patrick Curley

John Romano; Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America
National First Vice President Kevin Caira; “Ted” and Voice
of the Celtics Eddie Palladino

State Representative Aaron Michlewitz “Ted” and Master of
Ceremonies Robert Travaglini

It was a night long overdue,
and one that may never fully
acknowledge the tireless efforts
of the evening’s honoree, Robert
“Ted” Tomasone. Over 350 people
attended a Gala event at Spinelli’s
Function Facility in Lynnfield
last month, enjoying a magnifi-
cent cocktail hour with entertai
ment from Street Magic, along
with delightful hors d’oeuvres,
a sumptuous full-course dinner
and numerous heartfelt tributes
to a man who never says no when
asked for assistance or support.

How many different ways could
Teddy’s generosity, unwavering
commitment to the North End
Athletic Association (NEAA), his
beloved North End neighbor-
hood, its people and organiza-
tions be recognized. For over
sixty years Teddy has dedicated
himself to the NEAA and beyond,
on occasions too lengthy to name.
Picking up the reins from his
mentor, Fred Carangelo, Teddy
has worked tirelessly to continue
its legacy and build new tradi-
tions.

Teddy serves as President of
the NEAA, Chairman of the over-
whelmingly successful and popu-
lar Christmas Fund Luncheon
and meticulously plans each
and every detail of the Christmas
Parade, right down the exact spot
Santa’s helicopter will land in
Columbus Park.

A special thank you to the
committee members for their
assistance in planning this spec-
tacular evening, especially to
the organizer of the event Paul
Cuccinati, former Massachu-
setts Senate President Robert
Travaglini who served as Master
of Ceremonies, the voice of the
Boston Celtics Eddie Palladino
for kicking off the evening, each
of the distinguished speakers,
as well as Rita Roberto, Jeannie
Giuggio and staff of Spinelli’s
for their patience and focus on
ensuring the evening’s success.

Lenore and “Ted” Tomasone, Ray Amaru, Linda and Gerry Riccio,
Carolyn and Paul Cuccinati, Anthony and Terry Virgilio

Teddy, Denise, and Giuliana Pasto with “Ted”



The deepest gratitude and
appreciation goes out to Teddy’s
family, especially his wife Lenore,
daughters Lauren and Andrea,
for standing proudly beside him
all these years while offering
their love and support. As
Pamela Donnaruma, Publisher
and Editor of the Post-Gazette
Newspaper and Teddy’s friend
for over 40 years stated in her
remarks, “Teddy is a symbol of
what we should all aspire to be
as individuals. Fiercely loyal,
generous to a fault, always
willing to lend a hand, without
question or hesitation.”

Thank you, Teddy, for giving
us all your gift of friendship all
these many years, and here’s to
making many more memories
together.

POST-GAZETTE, OCTOBER 31, 2025

Alby Maniscalco, “Ted” Rita Pasquale, and
and Charles Vozzella “Ted” Tomasone

Michael Donovan

Sheryl Henderson “Ted” and Anthony Reppucci

Victor Passacantilli

Vilma DiFronzo, Debbie Mustone, Ricky Mustone,
“Ted” and Doreen Merola
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(Photos by Rosario Scabin, Ross Photography)

The Agrippino siblings
Carla, Robert and Stephen with “Ted”

Jim and Marnie Martorano with “Ted”

The McNulty Family
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by bob morello

KOOL & THE GANG -
GREATEST HITS (Vinyl LP)
Mercury/UMe

Grammy Award-winning Rock
& Roll Hall of Fame Inductees
and iconic New Jersey R&B
group Kool & The Gang unveil
their new Greatest Hits col-
lection via Island, Mercury
Records, and Universal Music
Enterprises (UMe). It notably
stands out as the band’s first
new vinyl release in decades.
Assembling a definitive sam-
pling of smashes, the group
serve up a “Kool Dozen” of
signature staples and gen-
erational anthems. The album
flaunts everything from funky
gems such as “Jungle Boogie,”
“Ladies Night,” “Celebration,”
and “Get Down On It” to the
soulful “Cherish” and more.
Greatest Hits features a com-
pelling and extensive historical
essay penned by one of the
band’s closest confidants. In
July, Kool & The Gang dropped
the Kool Summer EP, collecting
6 brand new Official Remixes of
various classics from their cata-
log by the likes of Young Franco,
DJ Crazy, Prince Hakim Bell,
and more. Boasting an incom-
parable discography, the band’s
impact remains unprecedented.
The original “Celebration” gar-
nered a 3x-Platinum certifi-
cation from the RIAA. Plus,
“Jungle Boogie” famously
peaked at #4 on the Billboard
Hot 100, went RIAA Platinum,
and appeared in Pulp Fiction
and on the iconic 3x-Platinum
Soundtrack album, among
numerous other syncs. Kool
& The Gang have continued
to make waves throughout
culture. Last year, they were
officially inducted into the Rock
& Roll Hall of Fame as part of
the “Class of 2024,” delivering
a show stopping performance
during the annual ceremony as
well. Meanwhile, they dropped
their most recent album, People
Just Wanna Have Fun, back in
2023 to acclaim from Billboard,
and Rolling Stone. They’re cur-
rently in the midst of a global
tour, covering Europe, United
States and Canada.

RINGO STARR:

SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY

+ BEAUCOUPS OF BLUES

+ RINGO + GOODNIGHT

VIENNA (Vinyl LP)
UMe

UMe announce the reissue
of Ringo Starr’s first four solo
albums. Brand new limited-
edition pressings of Sentimental
Journey on Buttermilk Yellow
color vinyl, Beaucoups of Blues
on Baby Blue color vinyl,
Ringo on Molten Lava color
vinyl, and Goodnight Vienna
on Psychedelic Waves custom
color vinyl. Ringo introduced
himself as a solo artist with
Sentimental Journey, which
originally arrived on March
27, 1970. During an exchange
with producer George Martin,
the artist set the tone for the
record when he famously pro-
posed, “Why don’t we take a
sentimental journey?” Ringo
recorded 12 covers of staples
from the American songbook.
It showed the world another
side of the iconic performer for
the first time. Ringo tracked
the follow-up Beaucoups Of
Blues at Music City Recorders
in Nashville, with producer

Peter Drake. Released on
September 25, 1970, the
12-song body of work saw
him embrace his passion for
country and folk, delivering a
benchmark solo offering in the
process. Then, his namesake
album Ringo. Throughout its
creative process, he teamed up
with producer Richard Perry
and notably collaborated with
his Beatles bandmates John
Lennon, Paul McCartney, and
George Harrison as well as
The Band’s Robbie Robertson,
Garth Hudson, Levon Helm, and
Rick Danko and Marc Bolan of
T-Rex, among others. After
dropping on November 2, 1973,
it reached #2 on the Billboard
200 and went RIAA Platinum.
It houses classics such as
“Photograph,” “You’re Sixteen
(You’re Beautiful And You’re
Mine),” the Lennon-penned “I'm
The Greatest,” and “Oh, My My.”
The reissue boasts the original
24-page booklet in a gatefold
jacket. Finally, Ringo unveiled
Goodnight Vienna on November
15, 1974. This time around,
he worked with everyone from
Lennon and Sir Elton John to
Dr. John, Billy Preston, Robbie
Robertson, and Harry Nilsson.
Cutting the record at Sunset
Sound in Los Angeles, he again
teamed with Perry for produc-
tion, and the album yielded
“No-No Song,” “Only You (And
You Alone),” and “Occapella.”
Not to mention, Goodnight
Vienna saw him return to the
Top 10 of the Billboard 200,
and it reached RIAA Gold sta-
tus. Earlier this year, he shared
his 21%t album, a brand-new
country music album, Look Up,
produced and co-written by T
Bone Burnett. Fittingly taking
up where Beaucoups of Blues
left off, the critically acclaimed,
stunning collection features
11 original songs, recorded in
Nashville and Los Angeles.
FRANK SINATRA -

AT THE HOLLYWOOD BOWL
1943-1948 (Vinyl LP)
SING

SING is a blockchain tech
company and rightsholder, sell-
ing music from major artists
and catalogs as vinyl/digital
hybrid releases to super-fans,
announced today that a trea-
sure trove of previously unre-
leased live radio performances
by “The Voice” — Frank Sinatra
— are scheduled for release in
2025 and 2026. The first title,
At The Hollywood Bowl 1943-
1948 was released on Vinyl
and CD. “Frank Sinatra was
one of America’s first multi-
media superstars,” said Charles
‘Chuck’ Granata: a world-
renowned Sinatra historian,
author and producer explained:
“What makes it essential is
that on the radio — and dur-
ing early concert performances
of the 1940s — Frank Sinatra
sang tunes that he never oth-
erwise recorded. Thus, the
radio years offer us a plethora
of great songs by Sinatra that
we’d otherwise never hear.”
Track include: Long Ago and
Far Away, I Should Care, What
Makes the Sunset, If I Loved
You, O’ Man River, The Song
Is You, Jack Haley Introduction
& Time After Time, The Girl
That I Marry, Soliloquy, All or
Nothing at All, and She’s Funny
That Way.

The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS

of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

CONGRATULATIONS TO
TALITHA GIARRATANI
& COBY CHANDLER

Nova Rita Chandler

This is my newest great-niece
Nova Rita Chandler. She is the
newest member of my niece
Talitha Giarratani’s growing
family. Parents are Talitha
Giarratani and Coby Chandler
of Providence, RI. She was
welcomed home by her four
siblings. Maternal grandparents
are Tanya Giarratani and the
late Dominic Giarratani Jr.

SPOOKTACULAR
HALLOWEEN PARTY

Last Friday (October 24) my
favorite band out there PINK
VINYL did a great night of enter-
tainment for the crowd that
showed up at Bianchi’s at the
Sandbar at Revere Beach in cos-
tume. Kudos to my electrifying

by Sal Giarratani

friend Dominic Petrosino on the
guitar who keeps this band alive
through many lives. They used
to be called this or that and the
band’s newest moniker is quite
cool, and while the music has
changed here and there, it is still
the best dance band around.
You can'’t sit this band out and
as James Brown once sang, “Get
up on your good foot.” Everyone
was up on their good feet last
Friday night at Bianchi’s.

CONGRATS TO BRAND NEW
CAPTAIN SEAN McCARTHY

BOST POLICE DEPARTMENT

Capt. Sean McCarthy being
congratulated by City
Councilor Erin Murphy at
the recent BPD promotion
ceremony.

Recently, a friend of mine
Sean McCarthy, who I have
known since back in his patrol-
man days, was just sworn in as

a captain. The last time I spoke
with him was over at the San
Gennaro Feast at the Prado in
the North End in late summer.
He has been a long-time friend
of my niece Danikka going back
to Boston Latin days. Presently,
he is over at A-1.
JOKE OF THE WEEK

What do you call a sad cup of

coffee? (see answer below)
THERE IS NO HOPE
FOR SOME PEOPLE

Recently, Mia Farrow tweeted
“Hitler had a large ballroom
(too)” These deranged folks all
have one thing in common;
they are all deranged no doubt
about it. I say, you gotta love
the Hollywood Left. Hitler had a
large ballroom and now Trump
wants one too. Therefore, Trump
must obviously be Hitler.

EAST BOSTON
HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENT ART SHOW

This year’s East Boston High
School Student Art Show will
be held December 5-20, 2025.
Opening reception December 5.
Closing reception December 18,
5:00-8-00 p.m., at the Atlantic
Works Gallery, 80 Border
Street. Don’t miss checking
out our high school artists in a
professional gallery.

SEE ANSWER HERE
Answer: Depresso

Ahead of Her Time

Anita Petricone is best
described an anomaly, blazing
atrail in a field of expertise, that
many forget exists. How often
do East Bostonians and other
local residents, wait patiently
while out on errands to cross
the Meridian Street or Chelsea
Street Bridges, as the mighty
tugboats guide LNG tankers
and other maritime vessels
safely across the water. Have
you ever stopped to wonder
who the pilots are so effort-
lessly maneuvering the tankers
through those narrow openings.
Well meet one of, if not the first
in this area, to do so.

In May, 1978, 22-year-old
North End resident Anita
Petricone began her first day
of work, albeit two hours late,
on the tugboat “Cabot.” For
well over a year of pushing and
making herself known to the
National Maritime Union (NMU),
Anita persevered and was finally
given an opportunity, as a cook
on the Cabot. As was explained
to her, that was how everyone
starts off.

Her first attempt as a cook
resulted in pancakes so un-
edible, even the seagulls
wouldn’t eat them, causing
one of the guys to yell, “You
better give up cooking and go
decking.” Just what Anita was
hoping for. Her first day turned
out to be a dream come true.
With no idea how the guys were
going to treat her, hostile, or
icy stares, it actually turned
out to be a pleasant surprise to
instead be met with open arms.
Her wharf rat days had finally
paid off.

You might wonder where
Anita’s passion and inspiration
to work the tugboats came from.
According to Anita, Tug Luna
captured her imagination and

by Patti Sartori

heart years earlier, in 1974,
while tied up on Lewis Wharf,
during one of her wharf rat for-
ays. While living on the retired
Salt Banker, i.e., Cod Fishing
Schooner named Pilgrim, built
by Ben Pine out of Gloucester,
Massachusetts, Anita came
across the Luna’s owner, Chet
Wilcox. After striking up a
conversation, Anita ended up
working for him, and living on
the Luna as a boat keeper from
May 1975 to September, 1976,
before moving to her sister boat
Venus on Long Wharf.

The Luna had been retired
since March 3, 1971. Boston
Tow Boat Company (BTB)
attempted to donate her to
Mystic Seaport in Connecticut
or South Street Seaport in New
York City but neither had the
funds to restore or maintain it
so BTB decided to sell it. Dick
Nacassian purchased it for $10,

UNA BOSTON

and in turn sold it to the Anna
Wilcox Trust Fund for $20,000.

Fortunately, the tug boat
Luna was recently hauled out
for routine cleaning and caulk-
ing and hopefully a long-term
restoration plan. Someday we
may all be able to visit this
classic wooden built tug, Luna,
the first diesel electric tug boat
in the U.S. This innovation had
never previously been used
in a continuous manner, as
engines traditionally used elec-
tric engines.

Built in 1930 by M.M. Davis
and Sons in Maryland, for the
BTB, Company her fuel injec-
tion diesels proved so success-
ful, General Motors bought the
patent. According to Luna’s
engineer, Red Kelsey, “She’s
the last of her kind.” A perfect
balance to tug boat hand Anita
Petricone, who may just have
been, “the first of her kind.”
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Nanna &
Babbo

by John Christatoro
10nno

A Nostalgic Remembrance

I was in junior high school
attending the Joseph H. Barnes
school on Marion Street in
East Boston. I believe that it is
a senior residence today, but
back then, it was one of three
middle schools in East Boston.
I had become friendly with a
few boys who were not from my
immediate neighborhood and
they convinced me to join the
Boy Scouts.

When I was a Cub Scout at
the Sacred Heart Parish, [ won-
dered if there were Scout troops
nearby as I loved anything
military and scouting was the
closest I would get until I was
an adult.

Two new classmates, John Di
Nicolantonio and Peter Bartolo
belonged to the Boy Scout
troop at St. John’s Parish on
Saratoga Street near a fire sta-
tion just outside of Day Square.
I appeared one Thursday night
and joined, I believe Troop 12,
Panther Patrol. [ was introduced
to Fred Marino, the head of
scouting and his associates
Peter Interbartolo and Tony
Abbatessa. With their directions
imbedded in my mind, I con-
vinced my mother that [ wanted
to be a Boy Scout and needed
a uniform to correspond to my
new choice in life. Dad agreed
that I should have a fitting
uniform, and with Nanna and
Babbononno in tow, we headed
to the boy’s department at
Jordan Marsh and the counter
that catered to Boy Scout needs.

Well, Dad and Babbononno
observed as I tried on the cor-
rect uniform and picked out
the patches that corresponded
to the troop and patrol, I now
belonged to. When the sales-
person mentioned alterations,
Babbononno insisted that the
changes could only be handled
by his friend, Billy the Tailor.
Billy D’Allesandro had a tailor
shop across the street from the
front entrance of East Boston
High School. He had magic fin-
gers. When he used a needle to
make alterations, he could take
a rag and make it look it came
from the Armani collection. The
following week, I showed up at
the Boy Scout meeting in my
altered uniform and took my
place next to my new comrades
in the Panther Patrol.

I loved Boy Scout life and
threw myself into it becom-
ing a participant in all of the
events that they sponsored. As
a matter of fact, the only time
in my life I wanted to attend a
summer camp was when I was a
Boy Scout. Dad was on the road
during the summer months
playing county fairs through-
out the northeast with either
his own band or as part of the
rhythm section of other bands.

To me, this was more fun than
camp and Mom and I (some-
times Nanna and Babbononno)
always accompanied Dad on
these summer excursions.

The fall of my first year
as a scout, the scoutmaster
decided on a Halloween party
to be held on October 31. Each
patrol member then decided on
whether we should show up in
uniform or dress for Halloween.
Halloween won out. I had to
decide on a costume and made
a decision based on something
that had happened a couple
of years earlier, on January
17, 1950 ... the Brinks rob-
bery. At about 7:30, the night
of the 17%, a group of men
dressed in Brinks uniforms and
face masks, robbed the Brinks
depository in Boston’s North
End. It soon became interna-
tional news as it was classified
as one of the most brazen rob-
beries in American history.

My decision was to design a
Halloween costume that resem-
bled one of the Brinks robbers
but with a bit of comedy thrown
in. I asked Babbononno for
a pair of his old pants that
weren’t worn any more. When
he gave them to me, he added
in an old sport jacket that had
seen better days. I found a
black dress shirt and a white
necktie. With a farmer’s back
pocket handkerchief falling out
of the breast pocket of the old
sport jacket I was on my way.
Dad came up with an old scaly
cap that Grandpa Christoforo
had used when he worked on
construction and it almost fit.
The following day, I headed for
a junk store that was located
on Meridian Street between
Eutaw and Trenton Streets. It
was next to Lenny’s Spa, a cof-
fee shop that was a local hang
out. When I say that they sold
junk, I'm giving the merchan-
dise they sold, a compliment.
Anyway, I found a rubber mask
that made me look like a tough
guy. I also found a rubber cigar
but that I could add into mouth
area of the mask. A rubber knife
and a large black plastic pistol
were shown to me by the store
owner and I added them into
the image I was trying to put
together.

I think I bargained with the
proprietor of the store and
purchased everything for about
$1.50. It was all I had and I
think he still made a profit.
Once home, I found a child’s
brief case that Uncle Nick had
given me when I started kin-
dergarten. On the front of it, I
pasted a piece of white cloth,
but not until I painted a word
on the front in all caps, BRINKS.

Well, the night of the
Halloween party came and

MUSIC FOR ALL
OCCASIONS

— FOR YOU WHO APPRECIATE THE FINEST — ‘—E—
THE

Ohehestra

781-648-5678

I dressed for the occasion.
Babbononno supervised my
comic appearance: his old pants
were held up by a wide Garrison
belt, and I added in the black
shirt, white necktie, old over-
sized sport jacket with farmer’s
handkerchief hanging out of
the breast pocket, and the scaly
cap placed on my head above
the rubber mask with the cigar
butt hanging out of the frown-
ing mouth. The rubber knife
and the pistol were tucked into
the Garrison belt in plain view
and the last touch was the brief
case with BRINKS printed on
the front.

I accepted a ride to the party
from Dad who was on his way
to work, playing for an adult
Halloween costume party at
the Copley Plaza Hotel. When
I arrived at the lower level of
St. John’s church, I became an
instant hit. All the other scouts
were in costume but none came
close to mine. I felt kind of
proud of myself and my imagi-
nation. The evening continued
and a record machine played
the songs of the day. I found it
difficult to eat any of the food
with my mask on and couldn’t
get the open end of a Coke bottle
through the frowning mouth, so
when [ ate, off came the mask
and everyone then knew who
the little gangster was.

After we all had eaten, some-
one announced that we were
going to have a judging of
the costumes for prizes. We
scouts then marched around
the perimeter of the assembly
room in the basement of the
church and when the music
finally stopped, they announced
the winners, “The prize for
best costume goes to John
Christoforo!” I jumped for joy.
And to this day, I don’t remem-
ber who won second or third
prize, nor what [ won for a prize.
Unfortunately, no one took a
picture and the parts of the
costume are long gone.

That episode of my young life
happened 73 years ago, and
each October 31, when a child
appears at my front door and
announces, “Trick or treat,”
I think about that Boy Scout
party from the early 1950s and
the wonderful time I had.

Happy Halloween, and
GOD BLESS AMERICA
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Spezzatino di Manzo is a traditional Italian beef stew said to
have originated in Italy, though its exact regional roots remain
uncertain. This beloved home-style dish became popular as a way
to make the most of tougher, less expensive cuts of meat such as
chuck, shoulder, or rump, each marbled with just enough fat to
melt during slow cooking and create fork-tender perfection.

My Nonna made her stew the same way for as long as I can
remember, beginning with a simple soffritto of onions, carrots, and
celery. She would sear the meat until browned, deglaze the pan
with a splash of wine, then add it all to the simmering vegetables
with water and let it cook on low for several hours. Toward the
end, she’d stir in potatoes, sometimes followed by a handful of
peas, just before serving.

True to her southern Italian roots, my Nonna always served her
Spezzatino di Manzo with thick slices of homemade crusty bread
to soak up every drop of the rich, hearty broth. In Northern Italy,
however, it’s more common to find it ladled over creamy polenta.
Traditions may differ from region to region, but one thing is cer-
tain, there’s no meal more comforting than a bowl of beef stew!

ITALIAN BEEF STEW
Spezzatino di Manzo

1% cups mild-flavored olive oil

1 large onion, finely chopped

3 to 4 cloves garlic, pressed

3 to 4 stalks celery, chopped
into bite-size pieces

4 carrots, chopped into bite-
size chunks

3% pounds beef chuck or stew
meat, cut into cubes

Ya cup red wine

Few Bay leaves

4 large potatoes, peeled and
chopped into cubes

Salt and freshly ground black
pepper, to taste

10 to 12 ounces frozen peas
(optional)

In a large Dutch oven set over low to medium heat, add about
% cup of olive oil. Add the beef cubes, raise the heat, and sear the
meat on all sides until browned. Pour in the red wine to deglaze
the pan, scraping up any browned bits, then lower the heat.

In a separate large sauté pan, warm the remaining olive oil over
medium heat. Add the onion and cook until softened. Stir in the
garlic and cook just a minute or two before adding the celery and
carrots. Continue to cook until the vegetables are tender.

Transfer the softened vegetables, along with their oil and juices,
into the Dutch oven with the meat. Mix well. Add enough water
to cover the ingredients, then season with salt and pepper. Lower
the heat, cover, and simmer slowly for about 2 hours, stirring
occasionally to prevent sticking. Add more water if needed.

After about two hours, add the potatoes. Continue cooking for
another 1 % to 2 hours, stirring gently from time to time. If choos-
ing to add peas, toss them in about 15 minutes before turning
off the heat.

The stew is ready when the meat is very tender and easily breaks
apart with a fork. The sauce should be rich and thick. Taste and
adjust seasoning with more salt and pepper if needed.

Serve Spezzatino di Manzo hot with thick slices of crusty home-
made bread, just as my Nonna did or spooned over creamy polenta,
a favorite in Northern Italy.

Marianna Bisignano is a psychologist for the Boston Public
Schools and can be reached at bisignanomarianna@gmail.com
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Saint Guy of Anderlecht

by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

Born to poor parents in the
year 950, Guy lived a simple
agricultural life in Belgium
until the age of fourteen, when
he became assistant sacristan
at the Sanctuary of Our Lady
in Laeken. His duties included
sweeping the church, dressing
the altars, taking care of the
vestments and altar linens,
ringing the bell for mass and
vespers, and providing flowers
and other decorations which
were used in that church.

He shared his meager wages
with the poor, and went to
Brussels, having been per-
suaded by a merchant that he
could earn more to give to the
poor. Eventually, he became a
trader on the river Senne. When
the boat carrying the cargo he
was responsible for sank, Guy

believed he was being punished
by God for being greedy and
went on a pilgrimage, first to
Rome as penance, and then to
Jerusalem where he spent seven
years visiting the holy places.
On his return, he met in Rome,
Wondulf, dean of the church of
Anderlecht, and although Guy
was not in robust health, he
agreed to guide the dean and his
party on their pilgrimage to the
Holy Land. During this second
visit, Wondulf fell gravely ill. He
asked Guy to report his death
in Anderlecht and gave him his
gold ring to present as proof.
Guy returned alone seriously
ill. On September 12, 1012, he
passed away in Anderlecht of
dysentery.

The feast day of Saint Guy
of Anderlecht is September 12.

e City of Boston Zoning PLAN (Continued from Page 1)

on the Boston Common and
Public Garden at certain times
of the day.

“While the prevailing height
limit in these neighborhoods
is supposed to be 155 feet
throughout, the city has actu-
ally cherry-picked several
individual developers sites for
special treatment and will allow
them to rise 400-500 feet in
height,” said downtown resi-
dent and association member
Tony Ursillo. The plan would
limit heights to 155 feet in the
sky-low district to the north and

west of Washington Street, with
the only exception being along
Washington Street corridor,
where residential projects could
reach up to 500 feet, according
to city officials.

Mayor Wu and City Planning
Chief Kairos Shen say the lim-
ited areas in which new zoning
would allow for heights of 700
feet currently have existing
building of over 50 feet, and
the areas that can reach 700
feet are not near and will not
impact the Boston Common or
Public Garden.

“This updated zoning brings
predictability and historic pro-
tections to the downtown core,
encouraging new housing and
investment to continue revi-
talizing Downtown. As post-
pandemic challenges impact
downtowns across the country,
this new zoning will help Boston
spur new housing, eliminate
zoning hurdles for businesses,
support more office-to-residen-
tial conversions, and infuse
new vitality in this important
neighborhood and commercial
core.”

* News Briefs (Continued from Page 1)

on ChatGPT findings, found the
new tech could erase jobs from
a wide range of fields, includ-
ing both white-collar and blue-
collar jobs. The report said the
industrial revolution took more
than a century, a Artificial labor
could reshape the economy in
less than a decade. The Trump
Administration argues that the
U.S. must lead the world in Al
development, claiming it could
pose a national security threat
if China wins the race.

Senate Democrats support
increased regulation on the sec-
tor as well as a “robot tax” on
companies switching to auto-
mation. Sen. Sanders believes
this new technology will allow
corporate America to wipe out
tens of millions of decent-paying
jobs, cut labor costs and boost
profits.

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
for 100 Miles

“Ray Ray,” an 8-year-old cat
had never left home before
until now. Back in September,
his family left their farm in
Pennsylvania embarking on
a road trip that would end in
New York City. The first 100
miles went without a break and

unknowing to them their cat
was clinging for dear life on the
car roof traveling along I-80.

After two hours they hit a gas
station for gas and bathroom
break and that’s when dad
spotted the cat on the hot tin
roof. Everyone inside the car
got out to look at the near “cat-
astrophe.” This cat survived a
ride with passing semi-tractor
trailers, big cars, little cars,
lights, stop signs, etc.

Too far from home, the cat
got to rest inside the car as the
family continued on to the Big
Apple where “Ray Ray” got to
see Time Square at night.

Tesla Recalls Over
63,000 Cybertrucks

Tesla is recalling 63,000
Cybertrucks in the U.S. because
the front lights are too bright,
which may cause a distraction
to other drivers and increasing
the risks of collisions.

End Quote

“Organized perception is what
art is all about ... It is a pro-
cess. It has nothing to do with
any external form the painting
takes, it has to do with a way
of building a unified pattern of
seeing ...” — Roy Lichtenstein
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LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI25P5314EA

Estate of
DORENA LEE SPETH
Also known as:
DORENA SPETH, DORENA L. SPETH

Date of Death: August 17, 2025

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Personal
Representative has been filed by Karl E. Speth
of Malden, MA requesting that the Court enter
a formal Decree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Karl E. Speth
of Malden, MA and John R. Neavear of
Hampstead, MD be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have aright to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 11/21/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written
appearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely
written appearance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day, action may be
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM
PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration directly from
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: October 24, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 10/31/2025
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Yesterday & Today

A COLUMN OF PAST AND CURRENT EVENTS

by Bennett Molinari & Richard Molinari

The Rubicon

The Rubicon (from Latin
rubicundus “ruddy,” in refer-
ence to the color of the soil on
its banks.) is a shallow river in
northeastern Italy, just south
of Cesena and north of Rimini.
It was known as Fiumicino until
1933, when it was identified
with the ancient river Rubicon,
crossed by Julius Caesar in 49
BC. The river flows for around
50 miles from the Apennine
Mountains to the Adriatic Sea
through the south of the Emilia-
Romagna region, between the
towns of Rimini and Cesena.

In the era of the Roman
Republic, the shallow river
Rubicon was a small stream
that separated Cisalpine Gaul
from Italy . The movement of
Julius Caesar’s forces over
the Rubicon into Italy in 49
BCE violated the law (the Lex
Cornelia Majestatis) that for-
bade a general to lead an army
out of the province to which
he was assigned. His act thus
amounted to a declaration of
war against the Roman Senate
and resulted in the three-year
civil war that left Caesar ruler
of the Roman world.

According to the Roman
historian Suetonius, Caesar
uttered the famous phrase alea
iacta est (‘the die is cast’) upon
crossing the Rubicon, signifying
that his action was irrevers-
ible. The phrase “crossing the
Rubicon” is now used to refer
to committing irrevocably to a
grave course of action, similar

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after November 10, 2025
by public or private sale to satisfy a
lien for towing, storage, and all other
fees due.

2010 MAZDA MAZDAG
Vin #1YVHZ8BH2A5M33490
2011 TOYOTA CAMRY
#4T1BF3EK2BU603395
2015 CHEVROLET EQUINOX
Vin #2GNFLHE36F6381596
2016 JEEP COMPASS
Vin #1C4NJCEA2GD648190
2013 FORD FOCUS
Vin #1FADP3K28DL237309
2009 FORD FOCUS
Vin #1FAHP35N29W151359
2013 KAWASAKI NINJA 300
Vin #JKAEX8A17DDA09085
2007 FORD FIVE HUNDRED
Vin #1FAHP25117G163789
Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info @todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 10/17, 10/24, 10/31/2025

to the modern phrase “passing
the point of no return,” but
with the added connotation of
risking danger. “Crossing the
Rubicon” became a popular
phrase describing a step that
definitely commits a person to
a given course of action.

The presence of Caesar
and his legion in Italy forced
Pompey, the consuls, and a
large part of the senate to flee
Rome. Caesar’s victory in the
subsequent civil war ensured
that he would never be pun-
ished for his actions.

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C1070CA

In the Matter of
JEREMIAH CHUANG

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Minor has
been filed by Jeremiah Chuang of Belmont,
MA requesting that the court enter a Decree
changing their name to: Jeremy Chuang.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return
day of November 19, 2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance if you object
to this proceeding.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court
Date: October 22, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run Date: 10/31/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C0881CA
In the Matter of
NATHANIEL GEORGE PAHUD

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult has
been filed by Nathaniel George Pahud of
Cambridge, MA requesting that the court
enter a Decree changing their name to:
Nat Pahud.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return
day of November 12, 2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance if you object
to this proceeding.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court

Date: October 15, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Run Date: 10/31/2025
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court Department

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
Middlesex Division
Docket No. 25W0550
MAUREEN PARLON, Plaintiff(s)

v.
MITCHELL THERRIEN, Defendant(s)

To the above named Defendant(s) Mitchell
Therrien

A Complaint has been presented to this
Court by the Plaintiff(s) Maureen Parlon seek-
ing a Complaint for Grandparent’s Visitation.

You are required to serve upon Maureen
Parlon or attorney for plaintiff(s) whose
address is 147 King Street, #606, Littleton,
MA 01460 your answer on or before 26th day
of November 2025. If you fail to do so, the
court will proceed to hearing and adjudication
of this action. You are also required to file a
copy of your answer in the office of this Court
at 370 Jackson St., 5th Floor, Lowell, MA
01852.

Witness, TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, Esq.,
First Justice of said Court at Lowell, this day of
October 16th, 2025.

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate Court
Run date: 10/31/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after November 17, 2025
by public or private sale to satisfy a
lien for towing, storage, and all other
fees due.

2009 HONDA ACCORD
Vin #1HGCP26809A108645

2014 PIAGGIO VESPA FLY
Vin #ZAPC526B3E7001370

2008 HONDA PILOT
Vin #5FNYF18568B027479
2016 HONDA ACCORD
Vin #1HGCR2F71GA166200

2011 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER
SPORT
Vin #JA4AAR4AU6BZ018708
2000 CHEVROLET MALIBU
Vin #1G1IND52J7Y6204423
2017 BMW X1
Vin #WBXHT3C35H5F79394
2004 FORD F250
Vin #1FTNW21P14EA06460
2019 DONGFANG DF50SRT
Vin #LXDTCARDOK1061698
2012 HONDA CIVIC
Vin #2HGFB6E54CH700519
2022 HONDA NAVI
Vin #3H1JK0701ND012615
Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info @todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 10/24, 10/31, 11/07/2025

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,
COUNTY OF CATAWBA,
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION,
BEFORE THE CLERK, 25-SP-170

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

RE: The Estate of
Ahmad Mohammad Al-Subagha;
Danah Al-Subagha
Petitioner
vs.

Dalal Al-Subagha,
Gabriel Caleb Al-Subagha, and
Kaylee Marie McConnell
Respondents

TO ALL RESPONDENTS OF THE ABOVE
ENTITLED ACTION TAKE NOTICE that a
pleading against you has been filed in the
above-entitled action. The nature of the relief
sought is as follows: Petition for Partition of
the property known as Tax Parcel
ID 0043293 located at 224 14th Avenue SE,
Hickory, Catawba County, NC, 28602.
RESPONDENTS WILL FURTHER TAKE
NOTICE that they are required to make
a defense to such pleading no later than
December 10, 2025 and upon failure to do
so, the parties seeking service against you
will apply to the Court for the relief sought.
This the 22nd day of October, 2025.

Hailey E. Hawkins, Attorney for Petitioner
Stott, Hollowell, Windham, & Stancil, PLLC
401 E. Franklin Blvd., Gastonia 28054

Run dates: 10/31, 11/07, 11/14/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,
COUNTY OF ALEXANDER,
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION,
BEFORE THE CLERK, 25-SP-43

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

RE: The Estate of
Ahmad Mohammad Al-Subagha;
Danah Al-Subagha
Petitioner
VS.

Dalal Al-Subagha,
Gabriel Caleb Al-Subagha, and
Kaylee Marie McConnell
Respondents

TO ALL RESPONDENTS OF THE ABOVE
ENTITLED ACTION TAKE NOTICE that a
pleading against you has been filed in the
above-entitled action. The nature of the relief
sought is as follows: Petition for Partition of
the property known as Tax Parcel ID 0016650
and located at 87 Greene Street, Taylorsville,
Alexander County, NC, 28681.
RESPONDENTS WILL FURTHER TAKE
NOTICE that they are required to make a
defense to such pleading no later than
December 10, 2025 and upon failure to do so,
the parties seeking service against you wil
apply to the Court for the relief sought.

This the 22nd day of October, 2025.

Hailey E. Hawkins, Attorney for Petitioner
Stott, Hollowell, Windham, & Stancil, PLLC
401 E. Franklin Blvd., Gastonia 28054

Run dates: 10/31, 11/07, 11/14/2025
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EXTRA Innings

by Sal Giarratani

N
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Kudos to East Boston Little League

East Boston has a great Little
League Baseball program for
the neighborhood kids that
still love baseball. Thanks to all
the adults who volunteer their
time to giving our young people
the opportunity to learn the
sport of baseball and under-
standing the meaning of team
spirit.

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI25P5632P0
TRUST CITATION

In the matter of:
THE MARY VOURAS
REVOCABLE TRUST

To all interested persons:

A Petition has been filed by: Justin W.
Doebele of Cambridge, MA requesting this
honorable Court enter an order confirming the
appointment of successor trustee pursuant to
G.L. c. 203E.

You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your attorney must file
a written appearance and objection at this
Court before 10:00 a.m. on November 24,
2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written
appearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely
written appearance and objection followed
by an Affidavit of Objections within thirty
(30) days of the return date, action may be
taken without further notice to you.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: October 27, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 10/31/2025

When I was growing up, kids
all loved playing baseball. There
were some organized efforts
where teams got to wear cool
uniforms and then there was
sandlot baseball where kids
organized on their own. Maybe
we all bought the same-colored
baseball caps but that was all.
We could play on real baseball
fields or on Sundays we could
play on empty parking lots next
to apartment buildings.

I learned early in life how
to hit to the opposite field out
of necessity. As a lefty I hated
it when houses existed to my
right because as a lefty that was
where my hits usually ended up.
I broke several windows back
in the day. So, I learned how to
afford breaking windows and
hit away from those buildings
by pushing my hits to left field.

Pitchers never knew where my
hits would go. Would I just hit to
the right side as a normal lefty’s
reaction at the plate or would
I send my hit between second
and third base. If you’re not a
switch hitter you should know
how to hit to all fields.

However, back to East Boston
Little League, I hope it never
disappears because baseball
can be a training ground for
knowing how to grow into adult-
hood and understanding how
to stay out of trouble and learn
skills like working together with
others and understanding we
can’t always play first base in
life. It is nice to hear the cheers

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given by Stephens
Automotive Transport, 60 Union Street,
Medford, MA 02155, pursuant to the provisions
of G.L.c.255 39A, that on November 01, 2025
at 10AM, at said address, the following motor
vehicle(s) will be sold, in as is condition, no
keys, at public sale to satisfy our garage
keeper’s lien thereon for towing, storage, and
expenses of notice and sale:

2015 FORD FUSION, SILVER
VIN # 3FA6POG79FR160062
1999 TOYOTA COROLLA, BEIGE
VIN # 2T1BR12E7XC120374
2005 FORD FOCUS, WHITE
VIN # 1IFAHP36N85W242600

2015 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN,
BLACK
VIN # 2C4RDGBG5FR551117

2008 TOYOTA PRIUS, SILVER
VIN # JTDKB20U983349508

2006 BMW X5, BLACK
VIN # SUXFA13596LY35878

2010 NISSAN ALTIMA, BLACK
VIN # IN4AAL2APOAN528117

2006 HONDA CIVIC, BLUE
VIN # 2HGFA16566H511427

2012 CHEVROLET CRUZE, SILVER
VIN # 1G1PF5SCXC7357949

2002 DUCATI MONSTER, BLACK
VIN # ZDM1RA3L22B008232

1981 YAMAHA XJ550, BLACK
VIN # JYA5K5009BA005204

2023 JIAJUE MOPED, BLACK
VIN # LLPVGBAK3P1020056

2008 ZHEJIANG MOPED, BLUE
VIN # LBBTAAMT58B451987

2024 VITA MOPED, BLUE
VIN # HODTADFT6RX081172

2024 ZHILONG MOPED, BLACK
VIN # HZ2TABGF7R1006533

2025 BAODIO MOPED, BLUE
VIN # L2BB8BCHOSB114077

Run dates: 10/17, 10/24, 10/31/2025

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after November 24, 2025
by public or private sale to satisfy a
lien for towing, storage, and all other
fees due.

2010 CHEVROLET EQUINOX
Vin #2CNFLEEW3A6377096
2010 DODGE CHARGER
Vin #2B3CA3CVXAH204144
2024 ZHILONG ST
Vin #HZ2TBCNF4R1007497
2011 CHEVROLET IMPALA
Vin #2G1WB5EK8B1207795
2008 HONDA CIVIC
Vin #2HGFA16578H330663
2021 FREIGHTLINER CASCADIA
Vin #3AKJHHDRXMSMH3437
2014 FORD F150
Vin #1FTFX1EF1EKF50022
2007 HONDA CIVIC
Vin #2HGFG12897H551078
2009 VOLKSWAGEN TIGUAN
Vin #WVGAV75N19W517543
2005 HONDA CRV
Vin #SHSRD77825U337478
2022 YONGFU YN50QT
Vin #LLOTCAPH6NG012972
2011 HONDA CN250 (HELIX)
Vin #JH2MF020X1K601605
2020 SUBARU OUTBACK
Vin #4S4BTALC7L3240575
2007 MITSUBISHI FUSO FM64F
Vin #JL6DHM1E87K016707
2012 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
Vin #1GCRKSE75CZ330977
Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info @todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 10/31, 11/07, 11/14/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI25P5401EA

Estate of
GENOVEFFA PESCOSOLIDO

Date of Death: July 12, 2025

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal Representative has
been filed by Ross A. Krajewski of Boston,
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Ross A.
Krajewski of Boston, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of said estate to
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have aright to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 11/25/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written
appearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely
written appearance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day, action may be
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM
PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration directly from
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: October 28, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 10/31/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI25P5313EA

Estate of
ANTOINETTE M. TAMBASCIA
Also known as:

ANN TAMBASCIA

Date of Death: August 05, 2024

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal Representative has
been filed by Carl E. D’Angio, Jr. of Waltham,
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Carl E.
D’Angio, Jr. of Waltham, MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have aright to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 11/21/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written
appearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely
written appearance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day, action may be
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM
PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration directly from
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO0,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: October 24, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 10/31/2025

of the fans in the seats but it is
more important to learn how to
live with one another and that
life is a series of wins and losses
and losing isn’t the worst thing
to happen to you in life if you
learn something from those
losses.

I played into my late 60s and
early 70s in the West End Co-ed
Softball League. I think I could
still do it today but my body
keeps hinting NO to me. At this
point in life, my bones don’t heal
so fast.

I didn’t make it this year to
the East Boston Little League
Annual Awards night over at
Spinelli’s. I try and usually go
because I still love the game
of baseball as it should be
played. Real baseball should
be understood as a game when
everything becomes business,
we lose sight of the game’s
importance in life.

Small Ads
Get Big Results

For more information,
call 617-227-8929.

LEGAL NOTICE

CITATION BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF TEXAS:
To all persons interested in the
Estate of
JOSEPH LEE CUNHA
Cause No. P10334,
County Court of
Hood County, Texas.

Jamie Earl Horton in the above numbered
and entitled estate filed a SECOND AMENDED
APPLICATION FOR PROBATE OF WILL AS
MUNIMENT OF TITLE and declare who are
the heirs and the only heirs of the said Estate
of Joseph Lee Cunha, deceased, and their
respective shares and interests in this Estate.

Said application will be heard and acted on
by said court at 10:00 o'clock a.m. on the first
Monday next after the expiration of ten days
from date of publication of this citation, at the
County Courthouse in Granbury, Texas.

All persons interested in said estate are here-
by cited to appear before said Honorable Court
at the above mentioned time and place by filing
a written answer contesting such application
should they desire to do so.

Given under my hand and seal of said
court at office in Granbury, Texas
on the 16th day of October 2025.
Christine C. Leftwich
Hood County Clerk
P.0. Box 339
Hood County, Texas 76048
By /s/ Jamie Barfield, Deputy
Run date: 10/31/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,
COUNTY OF LINCOLN,
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION,
BEFORE THE CLERK, 25-SP-80

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

RE: The Estate of
Ahmad Mohammad Al-Subagha;
Danah Al-Subagha
Petitioner
VS.

Dalal Al-Subagha,

Gabriel Caleb Al-Subagha, and
Kaylee Marie McConnell
Respondents
TO ALL RESPONDENTS OF THE ABOVE
ENTITLED ACTION TAKE NOTICE that a
pleading against you has been filed in the
above-entitled action. The nature of the relief
sought is as follows: Petition for Partition
of the property known as Tax Parcel ID
27811 and located at 2562 Pickwick Place,

Lincolnton, Lincoln County, NC, 28092.
RESPONDENTS WILL FURTHER TAKE
NOTICE that they are required to make
a defense to such pleading no later than
December 10, 2025 and upon failure to do
s0, the parties seeking service against you
will apply to the Court for the relief sought.
This the 22nd day of October, 2025.
Hailey E. Hawkins, Attorney for Petitioner
Stott, Hollowell, Windham, & Stancil, PLLC
401 E. Franklin Blvd., Gastonia 28054

Run dates: 10/31, 11/07, 11/14/2025
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WITH BOBBY "FRANKLIN

Happy Blrthday

to Jack Sharkey and Primo Carnera
Former Opponents Both Share the Same Birthday

An early photo of Primo
Carnera

Light the candles on the birth-
day cake for Jack Sharkey
and Primo Carnera as they
were both born on October 26,
though in different years.

Primo came into the world
in 1906 in Sequals, Italy while
Jack Sharkey was born Joseph
Paul Zukauskas in 1902 in
Binghamton, New York. he
later changed his name to Jack
Sharkey when he became a
professional boxer. He took the
name Jack in honor of his idol
Jack Dempsey, and Sharkey
from the great heavyweight Tom
Sharkey. He would later fight
Jack Dempsey in a controver-
sial bout.

A year later Sharkey put the
title on the line against Carnera.
There were rumors that the
fix was in on the fight. These
rumors led to fluctuations in
the odds leading up to the bout
finally settling on Carnera as the
favorite at 6 to 5 when the book-
ies closed up. It seems strange
that this would have been so
close considering the one-sided
drubbing Sharky had given
Carnera just 14 months earlier.

For the first five rounds
Sharkey was winning by a mar-
gin of 3-1-1. In the sixth round
Primo had Sharkey backed
against the ropes when he
landed a left uppercut on the
champion’s chin. Jack went
down for the full count. It was
a sudden turn of events in the
fight, and Carnera was crowned

Movie studio photo of Primo

Jack vs. Primo in their first Matchup

As far as I can ascertain,
Sharkey and Carnera are
the only two heavyweight
Champions to share a com-
mon birthday. The pair fought
twice, the first time in 1931 at
Ebbets Field in Brooklyn, NY.
Sharkey, who had not yet won
the heavyweight title won a one-
sided fifteen round decision. The
United Press scored the bout 12
rounds for Sharkey, 1 round
Carnera, and 1 round even. The
Associated Press reported:

“Before the Boston sailor’s
hand was raised in token of vic-
tory after 15 rounds of spectacu-
lar milling, Sharkey had floored
Carnera for one nine-count,
closed one of the Italian’s eyes
and had given him so savage a
beating that Primo was on the
verge of a knockout on a half
dozen occasions.”

Less than a year later,
Jack won the title from Max
Schmeling via decision at the
Madison Square Garden Bowl,
Queens, NY. The decision in
Sharkey’s favor was a contro-
versial one.

the new heavyweight champion.

Many believe to this day the
fight was fixed and Jack took a
dive, and allegation he denied
till the day he died. “I'd never
have done anything like that. I
was raised Catholic. I was raised
to be honest,” he said late in life.
He added, “I was on top of the
world. Why would I purposefully
lose?”

Primo would defend the title
twice, against Paulino Uzcudun
and Tommy Loughran, before

Jack Sharkey Young and Old

losing it to Max Baer a year after
having taken it from Sharkey.

Neither man would ever again
get a chance to fight for the
championship again.

Primo Carneradied on June 29,
1967 at the early age of 60. In
later years he battled alcohol-
ism. He never made any money
from boxing, which is what
happens when your career is
handled by the mob. He did
go on to a pro wrestling career
in which he did earn and keep
money. Later he owned a liquor
store.

Jack Sharkey lived to the age
of 91. He went on to become
a boxing referee. Two of the
notable fights he officiated at
were the brawls between Archie
Moore and Yvon Durelle in
Canada.

Sharkey retired to Epping,
New Hampshire where he was
an avid fly fisherman. He and
his good friend baseball legend
Ted Williams would appear at
sporting shows giving demon-
strations on the art of angling.

These men who shared the
same birthday and both had
controversial careers ended up
in different straits as life went on
for them. Carnera was seen as
an illegitimate champion while
Sharkey is often remembered as
a boxer who never fulfilled his
great potential.

Primo struggled for most of his
life while Jack found peace and
enjoyment along with financial
security.

Ernie Schaaf and Sharkey
at Jack’s house in Chestnut
Hill, MA

Sharkey taking the count in the second fight with Carnera

HOOPS and HOCKEY

IN THe HUB
by Richard Preiss

YOU CAN BET ON IT
(MAYBE) — The original mes-
sage was received loud and
clear: beginning November 1
student athletes and athletic
department staff members at
colleges and universities across
America would be allowed to bet
on pro sports.

That decision was made by
the NCAA on October 22. The
very next day the gambling
scandal involving the NBA was
revealed and suddenly what
looked like something that
might be acceptable, though
with some reservations, set off
a firestorm of criticism.

The date for possible imple-
mentation has now been pushed
to November 22 following a
strong chorus of opposition
from a variety of individuals and
institutions.

Given that the decision on the
original November 1 date was
made the same week as news of
the alleged NBA gambling scan-
dal became public, the “optics”
surrounding the announce-
ment could not have come at a
worse time. The overall decision
and its implementation date
have been widely criticized by
numerous coaches and college
presidents.

“It is one of the stupidest deci-
sions I have ever seen,” stated
University of Pittsburgh head
football coach Pat Narduzzi.

There is a growing movement
to rescind the decision before
the new implementation date of
November 22 with Southeastern
Conference (SEC) officials lead-
ing the way.

Former Massachusetts
Governor Charles D. Baker,
who is now the president of
the NCAA, had expressed his
approval of the original measure.

Both the original document
and the updated one still pro-
hibit college athletes from
betting on college games or
releasing information about col-
lege games to bettors.

Surprisingly, despite its deci-
sion the NCAA has continued to
insist that the organization does
not endorse gambling.

But someone should inform
the NCAA that the cat is out
of the bag. There have been
reports that betting on sports in
general is rampant at colleges.
If the few measures still in place
are removed then one can only
expect increased traffic at those
rather numerous online sites.
Most sports betting is done by
phone.

Already three men’s college
basketball players in California
have been banned by the NCAA
for wagering on their own games.

We see the problem as only
getting worse as sports wagering
becomes even more normalized
than it already is.

Although all sports are vulner-
able to it, basketball is particu-
larly open to improper wagering
since just one or two players can
directly affect the game in a wide
variety of ways.

Gone are the days when
entire games were fixed or
outcomes were arranged. We
are now in the era where prop
(propositional) bets based on
individual performance or non-
performance are growing in
popularity.

For example, one of the alle-
gations included in the federal
indictment was where bettors

wagered that a certain player
would be held under his scoring
average in a particular game.

As the player neared his aver-
age but remained below it, he
merely feigned a foot injury and
removed himself from the game.

This allowed bettors, who had
wagered heavily that he would
not hit or exceed his average
point total, to reap thousands
of dollars in winnings.

No game was thrown; no shots
were deliberately missed. The
player simply left the court for
the night — and that could have
had an impact on the game itself
depending on how many (or few)
additional points he would have
scored if he had remained on
the floor.

That incident allegedly took
place in an NBA game. Imagine
when a situation such as that
extends to college basketball
with many more teams spread
across a variety of leagues.

It also can have a wider
impact. For a player who leaves
with a legitimate foot or ankle
injury may now be considered
suspect by some, increasing the
level of doubt about the legiti-
macy of the college league, its
teams as well as its individual
players.

In an effort to combat that
the Atlantic Coast Conference
has begun issuing player avail-
ability reports for football, men’s
and women’s basketball and
baseball.

The various pro leagues have
made their beds with sports bet-
ting interests (excuse us: their
sports betting “partners”) and
now they have to live with the
sometimes-sordid results.

In addition, the proliferation
of legal sports betting ironi-
cally may drive more people to
participate in forms outside
the recognized sports betting
opportunities.

If one wins $1,000 through a
team or league’s sports betting
“partner,” both federal and state
taxes are deducted from the
amount won — if the amount
won is over $600. This leaves
the $1,000 winner with a take
home amount of approximately
$700.

But if the same amount had
been won by wagering through a
“non-sanctioned” provider then
the winner would receive the full
$1,000 free of tax deductions.
It is ironic that non-sanctioned
entities — which have existed
for generations — may see an
uptick in business now that
sports betting has become “nor-
malized” in society.

People need to remember
that the reason that gambling
establishments exist is to sepa-
rate you from as much of your
money as possible. There is no
other overall reason. They may
make it seem like fun while
they are doing it. That is why
all casino advertising features
people smiling broadly. But the
joke is really on the patrons of
such places.

Sooner or later (and perhaps
sooner than one realizes) what-
ever winnings the patron has
accumulated will be won back
by the gambling establishment.

“The house always wins” is a
familiar phrase — one undoubt-
edly coined generations ago by
a patron who left the premises
with fewer dollars in his wallet
than when he entered.



