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He may not be in his original or intended location, but presently 
he is safely nestled in between his two Franciscan Brothers, Saint 
Anthony and Padre Pio, in the St. Leonard Church Peace Garden 
on Hanover Street in the North End of Boston. On Sunday, October 
12, as part of Columbus Day weekend, Father Michael Della Penna 
and members of the Ausonia Council Knights of Columbus #1513 
blessed the Christopher Columbus statue that had previously 
graced its name sake park on Commercial Street. 

The blessing took place after the 12-noon mass. The church court 
yard and peace garden were overflowing with parishioners and 
supporters as they stood proudly at the feet of the beloved statue, 
a symbol of their Italian heritage, faith, work ethic, resilience, 
perseverance and many other virtues Italian Americans possess. 

Immediately following the blessing, the members of the Ausonia 
Council held a collation in St. Joseph Hall where attendees were 
treated to a delicious buffet lunch and sweet desserts.

Blessing of the Christopher Columbus Statue 
in St. Leonard’s Peace Garden

(L to R): Ausonia Council Knight of Columbus #1513 members: John Romano, John Fiumara, 
Steven Mastrandrea, Phil LaColla, Kenny Lanza, Grand Knight John Pagliuca, Father Michael 
Della Penna, Stephen Scapicchio and Joe Sgarano

(Photos by Gerri Palladino) 

The North End Columbus Day Celebration 
Committee did an outstanding job coordinating 
its bi-annual Italian Heritage celebration last 
Sunday, October 12. Kicking off from Columbus 
Park in the North End and making its way 
through the neighborhood before gathering at 
Paul Revere Mall (Prado) were marching bands, 
North End Religious Societies, friends, neighbors 
and elected officials. 

Upon arriving at the Prado participants were 
met with music, food and the presentation of 
the 2025 Honorable Michael Nazzaro, Jr. Public 
Service Award. This year’s honoree was lifelong 

North End Italian Heritage Parade & Celebration

North End resident Robert “Bobby” Dello Russo, a 
friend, mentor and community leader. Bobby has 
spent his life striving to ensure his beloved North 
End neighborhood was protected and respected. 

The committee would like to extend their appre-
ciation for the generosity of the event sponsors 
including, State Representative Aaron Michlewitz, 
the Passacantilli Family, Joanne Hayes Rhynes, 
Commodore Builders, Mike’s Pastry, Modern 
Pastry, and DePasquale Ventures. 

Fortunately the rain held off, allowing every-
one to enjoy a wonderful Columbus Day and 
afternoon.

Members of the North End Christopher Columbus Committee honor Robert “Bobby” Dello 
Russo with the 2025 Michael Nazzaro, Jr. Public Service Award (Photo by Gerri Palladino) 

In a unanimous vote the 
Boston City Council passed an 
ordinance allowing for vacant 
city buildings to be redevel-
oped into affordable housing 
as a “first priority” before other 
proposals. The ordinance will 
“prioritize surplus municipal 
property as affordable housing” 
in response to the city’s “severe 
and ongoing housing afford-
ability crisis,” according to 
lead sponsor Council President 
Ruthzee Louijeune.

“This ordinance is about 
reimagining public assets as 
part of the solution, ensuring 
that when municipal properties 
are no longer needed for city 
operations they’re repurposed 
transparently and thoughtfully 
to create affordable housing and 
strengthen our neighborhoods. 
Our city owns countless build-
ings and parcels of land that 
sit vacant or underused while 
so many Bostonians struggle 
to find an affordable home. It is 
time we use our assets proac-
tively and in a meaningful way,” 
stated Louijeune.

The ordinance establishes 
affordable housing as a pre-
ferred use for vacant city build-
ings, so long as the city deems 
the property is not needed for 
other municipal uses. The city 
would undertake a feasibility 
study to determine if a building 

Vacant Boston Property
Becomes Priority for Affordable Housing

by Patti Sartori

is suitable for housing, depend-
ing on zoning, environmental 
limitations, its physical condi-
tion, estimated cost to redevelop 
the building and the community 
input. 

Councilor John Fitzgerald 
noted the newly approved ordi-
nance would not change the 
city’s legal required public 
procurement process for rede-
veloping vacant or underutilized 
municipal buildings. He said 
the city must release a request 
for proposals from interested 
developers as required by law. 
The ordinance would prioritize 
the use of that particular land 
first, but “doesn’t favor anyone 
person.”

According to Louijeune the 
housing first priority with in 
the ordinance allows for mixed-
use developments, mixed with 
residential and commercial 
uses, but will not solve the 
city’s affordability crisis. “It’s 
not a silver bullet. There is  
no silver bullet that’s going 
to help us solve our afford-
able housing crisis, but it’s an 
important structural reform 
that advances transparency 
and public purpose. Housing 
prices are still at historic highs. 
This helps ensure that every 
possible public asset contrib-
utes to addressing Boston’s 
housing crisis.”

Christopher Columbus Statue sits contently in the 
St. Leonard Church Peace Garden

ICE Big “No Name” No Go in NY
An Indian national caught with an ID that didn’t 

identify him outraged Lyons after the now-detained 
truck driver was driving across country with license 
that read “No Name Given” before being arrested in 
Oklahoma last month. Lyons said to see that on a 
driver’s license issued by New York State is “really 
scary and the worse part, he stated, “there’s a REAL 
ID star right up there in the corner.”

The NY DMV officials confirmed that the license 
was real.
Rapist’s Killer Running for Sheriff
An Arkansas dad is running for sheriff claiming 

the legal system “failed” him by charging him with 
a homicide after killing his 14-year-old daughter’s 
alleged rapist by the way who had already been 
charged with grooming and abusing the young 
girl. The dad gunned down the alleged rapist after 
catching him driving off with his daughter. The 
dad was charged with second degree murder which 
spurred him to run for sheriff. The dad added, “I’m 
the father who acted to protect his daughter when 
the system failed.” 

Hill Praises Trump
Hillary Clinton recently praised President Donald 

Trump for his handling of the Gaza Peace Deal in 
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Photo Submission 
Guidelines

Photos submitted for publication should 
have a minimum resolution of 
150 dpi (or ppi), 300 dpi for best 
results. Photos taken with camera 
phones are typically only 72 dpi and 
will be too grainy to print. If taking 
photos for a submission, please use 
a digital camera. 
If supplying existing photos, please 
submit a high-quality print for scanning.

Funeral and Cremation Service

.

Funeral Directors
Dino C. Manca   &     Peter J. Bruno 

FREE NOTARY SERVICE AVAILABLE
A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 178 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720. 508-676-2454

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720. 508-676-2454

ARTEMIS AND DIANA
The union of Zeus with the 

goddess Leto produced the 
twins Apollo and Artemis. Both 
twins were worshiped in many 
areas of the ancient world, but 
their principal places of wor-
ship were in Greece and Rome. 
Apollo, became identified as the 
god of light, health, prophesy, 
music, poetry, and protector 
of the flocks, while Artemis 
(Diana in Rome) became the 
virgin goddess of the hunt 
and wild life. During ancient 
times, this goddess was usually 
depicted wearing a knee-length 
tunic, braided hair, leather san-
dals, and armed with bow and 
arrows. While Apollo became 
known as the luminous god of 
day, Diana in turn, with her 
torch, became the goddess of 
light by night, and in time, she 
also became identified with 
other goddesses of the moon 
and of the night.

The natural environment of 
Diana was the hills, valleys, 
woods, meadows, and rivers. 
She became a mighty huntress, 
chasing wild animals, dancing, 
playing, or bathing, with her 
companions, the nymphs, in the 
forests. This is also an appro-
priate time to mention that 
the Galleria Borghese in Rome 
contains a painting entitled 
“The Chase of Diana.” It is one 
of the famous works of the mas-
ter named Domenichino, and it 

portrays Diana with her nymphs 
shooting arrows and bathing in 
a forest retreat. All animals were 
sacred to this goddess, but the 
hind, of course, was her favor-
ite. This was the sacred animal 
which inspired the offerings 
of deer-shaped cakes during 

ancient ceremonies. Diana was 
also worshipped by Roman 
women who sacrificed to her for 
happiness in marriage and for 
normal childbirth.

Although her image was one 
of peace and tranquility, we 
are told that in Greece even 
the Spartans sought her favor 
by the sacrifice of a she-goat 
before a battle. It was prior to 
the battle of Marathon, when 
Miltiades vowed to her as many 
goats as there were enemies 
who had fallen in the fields. 
The numbers were so great 
that the vow could not be kept, 
but instead, five hundred goats 
were sacrificed at each anniver-
sary of the battle.

In addition to her position as 
goddess of the hunt and wildlife, 
she was also worshipped as the 
goddess of the moon. Special 
holidays honored her with 
parades and sporting events. 
During the full moon, large 
round cakes with candles were 
carried in procession and pre-
sented as a symbol of her light. 
Girls between five and ten years 
old, clad in orange-yellow col-
ored garments were conducted 
in procession to the image of the 
goddess and commended to her 
care. As protectress of youth, 
young girls worshipped this 
virgin goddess as the guardian 

Diana as Huntress. Marble 
by Bernardino Cametti, 1720. 
Pedestal by Pascal Latour, 
1754, Bode Museum, Berlin

“Today our Nation honors the legendary Christopher Columbus 
-- the original American hero, a giant of Western civilization, and 
one of the most gallant and visionary men to ever walk the face 
of the earth. This Columbus Day, we honor his life with reverence 
and gratitude, and we pledge to reclaim his extraordinary legacy of 
faith, courage, perseverance, and virtue from the left-wing arsonists 
who have sought to destroy his name and dishonor his memory.”

— Donald J. Trump, Presidential Proclamation 10980 of 
October 9, 2025.

“We’re back. Columbus Day. We’re back, Italians.” —President 
Trump, October 9, 2025, as reported on Fox News and other news 
outlets.

Post-Gazette readers, and other Italian-Americans, justly 
celebrate Columbus Day in honor of the many benefits that 
persons of Italian heritage have contributed to our great — the 
greatest ever — Democratic Republic. I would never disparage 
the worthy honors bestowed on the great Italian navigator. 
However, Columbus should be a hero for every American and 
every person on Earth, because Columbus was one of the most 
important persons in world, not just American, history.

Prehistoric global migration of mankind left the world with two 
populations, one in the Old World, the other in the New World, 
each wholly ignorant of the existence of the other. This past 
Monday we celebrated Columbus Day in honor of his historic 
voyages that opened communication, commerce, and migration 
between the Old World of Africa, Asia, and Europe, and the New 
World of the Americas. 

Columbus’ voyages of discovery led directly to Spanish 
settlements in the New World that became, with time, the many 
Latin-American nations of South, Central and North America and 
the islands of the Caribbean. The United States, today a sea-to-sea 
continental nation with citizens and residents whose ancestors lived  
in every corner of the globe, likewise traces her beginnings to 
Columbus. As early as 1738 “Columbia” had entered the English 
tongue as a name for the 13 British colonies in North America that 
became our original 13 States. Yes, from the birth of our nation it 
was understood that it all started with Columbus. 

That’s why Columbus, the global uniter, matters.

Res Publica
by David Trumbull

Columbus,
the Great Italian Uniter of Humankind

It was a quiet month in the 
North End/Waterfront com-
munity noted Area A-1 Boston 
Pol ice Department (BPD) 
Community Service Officer 
Michael Mustacchio at the 
recent  NEWRA meet ing . 
Although we all fortunate to live 
and work in a very safe neigh-
borhood, vigilance and precau-
tionary measures are vital to 
continued success. If you see 
something that doesn’t seem 
right, report it. Make sure all 
residential and vehicular doors 
are locked at all times and when 
leaving your vehicle do not leave 
valuables in plain sight. 

On October 22, 6:30 p.m. at 
the Nazzaro Center, 30 North 
Bennet Street, a BPD COMSTAT 
meeting will take place. Please 
visit the NEWRA website, and 
complete the brief survey. 

Your feedback will help guide 
the meeting’s focus, highlight 
key community concerns and 
strengthen the BPD’s partner-
ship with you.

Chr is  Cook ,  Execut ive 
D i rec to r ,  Rose  Kennedy 
Greenway provided an update 
of upcoming events. Trees along 
the greenway have grown this 
summer, overshadowing the 
pergola and other areas, holiday 
lighting will be installed and 
may become permanent. In 
February, next to the carousel, 
a Ferris wheel will be installed, 
as a reminder of how beauti-
ful and active Boston is, even 
in the winter. The greenway is 
thrilled to partner with Friends 
of Christopher Columbus Park 
(FOCC) and Meet Boston on this 
new opportunity.

Rory Harrington, representing 

Friends of the North End (FONE) 
Library advocacy project on 
Parmenter Street, provided an 
overview of the much-needed 
library renovation, which has 
been sitting dormant in the 
city’s capital budget for the past 
10 years. 

Of the 6 libraries around 
the city that were part of the 
original list requiring updates, 5 
have either been renovated, are 
in the process of renovation or 
in the planning stages, except 
the North End branch which 
has not moved at all. The group 
is asking for the communities 
support in reaching out to 
elected officials, in a letter writ-
ing campaign, to Mayor Michelle 
Wu, District 1 City Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta Zapata and the 
4 at-large councilors, includ-
ing Council President Ruthzee 
Louijeune, Julia Mejia, Erin 
Murphy and Henry Santana. 
Your participation will go a long 
way in ensuring the voices of 
the North End/Waterfront com-
munity are heard.

Todd Wilson, of Diversified 
Funding, appeared before the 
group seeking support for a 
zoning issue at 94-96 Endicott 
Street. The applicant and his 

North End/Waterfront Residents Association 
(NEWRA) October Meeting 

(Continued on Page 8)

(Continued on Page 6)

DIAMONDS
ROLEX

ESTATE JEWELRY
Bought & Sold
Jewelers Exch. Bldg. 

Jim (617) 263-7766

a CBS news interview. Clinton 
added, “Let us now support this 
process and bring it together 
not just in a nonpartisan way 
in our own country” but also 
across the globe.

GM Reboots Bolt
GM is bringing back the 

Chevy Bolt with a new model 
that it expects to account for 
much of its electric-vehicle vol-
ume next year. GM says the Bolt 

relaunch was driven by popular 
demand.

End Quote
“Go to the People. Live with 

them. Learn from them. Love 
them. Begin with what you 
know. Build with what they 
have ... so that when the task 
is accomplished, the People 
will say: We have done this 
ourselves.”

— Lao Tzu 4th Centiry

• News Briefs (Continued from Page 1)
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Noted Boston singer Jimmy Bono Geany 

who recently completed performing an 
11-day run at New York’s famous San 
Gennaro Festival in the Little Italy section 
of Manhattan took in a performance of Tony 
Danza’s Tribute Show to Frank Sinatra at the 
Legendary Cafe Carlyle. In addition to sing-
ing, Danza is an accomplished TV star having 
starred in the hit shows Taxi and Who’s the 
Boss along with numerous other acolytes 
such as his own television talk show! Danza 
shared a personal friendship with “Ole Blue 
Eyes” himself, Frank Sinatra with Sinatra 
even appearing in an episode opposite Danza 
on Who’s the Boss back in the ’90s.

Singer Jimmy Bono Geany met Danza 
backstage and conversed about their mutual 
Sicilian Heritage and as it turns out Danza’s 
mother’s maiden name was Bono! Same as 
Jimmy’s mother’s maiden name! Says Geany, 
“Meeting and speaking with Tony Danza was 
both a thrill and a pleasure! He’s so person-
able and humble! He put on a great show 
singing many of Sinatra’s hits and sharing 
his personal stories he had with Frank! It 
was a very entertaining evening! I’m glad I 

Singer Jimmy Bono Geany
Meets Tony Danza!

“caught” his show prior to my returning to 
Boston! If you’re a Sinatra fan (as I am), I 
highly recommend Tony Danza’s Show! Great 
music and stories”!

(L) Boston Singer Jimmy Bono Geany with 
TV Star and Singer Tony Danza

It is with deep love 
and heavy hearts 
that we announce 
the sudden passing 
of  Patr ic ia  (Mela) 
Cappello (Spinale) of 
Boston’s North End, 
formerly of the West 
End, who left this 
world surrounded by 
the love of her family.

Born and raised in 
the West End, Patricia 
later made her home 
in the North End, 
where she spent the 
past 64 years building 
a life filled with love, 
laughter, and strong 
family roots. Patricia 

was the heart of her family, known for her generous 
spirit, her unwavering strength, and incredible ability to 
make everyone feel welcome at her table. She continued 
to cherish Sunday dinners and family holidays, bringing 
family together over homemade meals, cookies, and 
stories. She found joy in being with her family, laughter 
in the company of loved ones, and a bit of fun in her 
favorite casinos. Her favorite space outside of the North 
End was Newfound Lake in New Hampshire, making 
happy memories over 64 years.

She leaves behind her beloved husband of 64 years, 
Matthew Cappello Jr.; her three devoted children, 
Matthew Cappello III and wife Laureen of the North End, 
Patricia Cappello of the North End, and Maria Pesantes 
and husband David Pesantes of Tewksbury, formerly 
of the North End. Survived by her brother, Danny 
Spinale and wife Lisa Spinale of Marblehead. Sister-in-
Law Theresa (Terri) White and husband Scott White of 
Cambridge. Patricia was a proud and loving grandmother 
to five grandchildren, Matthew Cappello IV and his wife 
Saveria Cappello, Michael DeBonis, Laurina Cappello and 
husband Ian Bentley, Francesca Pesantes, and David 
Pesantes, and eight great-grandchildren, Christian, Paige, 
Peyton, Rocco, Santino, Isla, Josephine and Carmela of 
whom brought endless joy and pride into her life.

Patricia will be remembered for her kind heart, her 
love for family, and the countless memories she created 
that will live on forever in those she leaves behind. Her 
legacy of love, strength, and devotion will continue to 
shine through her children, grandchildren, and all whose 
lives she touched. 

The family received visitors on Saturday, October 
11, 2025, in St. Leonard Church, 320 Hanover Street, 
Boston, MA. A Memorial Mass was celebrated following 
the morning visitation.

Donations can be made in Patricia’s memory to 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude 
Place, Memphis, TN 38105

Patricia (Mela)
Cappello (Spinale)

Team Donne 2000 partici-
pated in the Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer Walk 
on Saturday, October 4th. It 
was a beautiful day for a walk 
along the Charles River and for 
a great cause. We would like to 
thank all our walkers, spon-
sors and supporters. We raised 
close to $2,000.00 thus far ! 
This is wonderful team effort! 
Unite Conquistiamo! (United 
We Conquer) has been our team 
motto over the past 17 years 
that we have participated in 
this worthy cause. If you would 

Donne 2000
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer

by Doreen Giammarco

(L-R): Debbie Nevers, Yvonne Ricci, Connie Federico, Doreen Giammarco, Maria Leo, Miranda 
Federico, Anna Tourkakis, Maria Ferrusi, Rose Giammarco, Angie DeSantis, and Jeanette 
Borelli

like to donate you can go to the 
Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer website and go to our 
team page by typing in Team 
Donne 2000. 

The Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer Walk is a pow-
erful and inspiring opportunity 
to unite as a community, to 
honor breast cancer survivors, 
remember those brave souls 
who lost their battle to breast 
cancer and raise awareness 
about steps we can take to 
reduce the risk of getting breast 
cancer.

The money raised helps The 
American Cancer Society to 
fund groundbreaking breast 
cancer research, provide infor-
mation and support 24-7 and 
provide access to mammograms 
for women who need them. 
Together we are helping to save 
lives from breast cancer. 

Donne 2000 is a non-profit 
organization that keeps tradi-
tions alive from generation to 
generation through ethnic and 
cultural events. For more infor-
mation visit/like our Donne 
2000 Facebook page.

Boston to Celebrate “Pastene Day”
 with Street Dedication Ceremony 

City Proclaims October 17 as Pastene Day in Honor of Historic Italian Food Brand Pastene

On Friday, October 17 – National Pasta Day – the City of Boston will officially proclaim “Pastene 
Day,” recognizing The Pastene Companies for more than 150 years of contributions to Boston’s 
food culture, Italian heritage, and community life. As part of the celebration, the corner of Lewis 
Street and Fulton Street in the North End will be dedicated as “Pastene Way.” The event will also 
feature Mark Tosi, CEO of The Pastene Companies and a fifth-generation family member, who 
will be available for interviews and will host a live cooking demonstration of a traditional Tosi family 
pasta recipe — a highly visual opportunity for TV and digital coverage.
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L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore
The Whimsical, Wicked World of Fairy Tales

by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz THINKING
by Sal Giarratani
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Magic — the word rolls off 
your tongue like a charm, filled 
with wonder and possibility. 
It conjures images of puffs of 
colorful smoke and cards that 
disappear into the air. I par-
ticularly think of magic during 
the month of October, when 
signs of the mystical side of 
life surround me. Leaves shin-
ing on the pavement after a 
chilly rainfall, candles flickering 
inside toothy jack-o-lanterns, 
the foreboding sky of an early 
evening, the cackle of witches 
— all these elements make 
October a month in which to 
revel in the supernatural and 
in the spooky sense of the 
unknown. This longing for the 
mysterious taps into our pri-
mordial collective unconscious-
ness, as some of our earliest 
introduction to magic tropes 
and beings came from our child-
hood. The wonderful world of 
fairy tales opened our eyes to 
a plethora of bizarre, subver-
sive, and enchanting elements. 
These were tales where powerful 
women could shape a person’s 
destiny with wishes and spells, 
where animals and trees talked, 
where the assurance of a happy 
ending always came as a result 
of an arduous and mutable 
journey. Fairy tales have proved 
so instrumental in shaping our 
psyche that modern scholars 
debate, dissect and study them 
in the halls of academia. My 
introduction to fairy tales came 
as a result of my grandmother, 
Nonna, whose bedtime stories 
evoked an Italian countryside 
full of tricky gnomes, prowl-
ing wolves and wise, grizzled 
crones. The spooky, magical 
month of October is perfect for 
diving into the folktales of Italy 
and the motifs that make them 
still so popular today.

Any mention of fairy tales 
instantly brings to mind the 
specific names of these sto-
ries’ protagonists, from Snow 
White to Little Red Riding Hood. 
Repeated through oral tradition 

and echoing across generations, 
these characters have mutated 
and morphed to fit the values, 
mores and customs of each 
time period or locale, while still 
keeping the core of their stories 
intact. Italy boasts variations of 
several of our beloved fairy tale 
protagonists. An early version  
of Cinderella, called Cenerentola, 
is present in the collection 
of seventeenth-century poet 
Giambattista Basile. In Basile’s 
tale, a girl named Zezolla is 
forced to work in the kitchen 
by her stepmother until a fairy 
living in a date tree magically 
prepares her for a royal ball. 
Basile also recorded a story 
similar to Rapunzel, in which 
the main character was named 
Petrosinella, or parsley, and 
was held captive by an ogress 
rather than a witch. Another 
fairy tale named Maria, the 
Wicked Stepmother, and the 
Seven Robbers blends elements 
of Snow White with those of 
Hansel and Gretel, as a young 
girl named Maria is abandoned 
in the woods at the behest of 
her stepmother, only to stumble 
across a home belonging to 
seven robbers and eventually 
marry a prince. However, my 
absolute favorite fairy tale, the 
one most laden with foreboding 
and symbolism, is Little Red 
Riding Hood. The Italian ver-
sion of this tale, La Finta Nonna  
(“the false grandmother”) incor-
porates all the familiar ele-
ments — a girl visiting her 
grandmother and realizing 
that something is wrong — 
but also adds other unique 
components. For example, the 
creature who eats the grand-
mother is an ogress rather than 
a wolf. Furthermore, Little Red 
Riding Hood herself manages 
to defeat the ogress and release 
her grandmother, rather than 
depending on a huntsman. Talk 
about girl power! 

Fairy tales, whether origi-
nating in Italy or not, endure 
because of their highly symbolic 

and extremely universal arche-
types. In fact, I find that the 
most common fairy tale motifs 
frequently remind me of my 
time in Italy over ten years ago, 
particularly the days spent in 
my father’s quaint hometown 
of Sulmona in the mountain-
ous Abruzzi region. One such 
archetype is the enchanted 
forest, or woods filled with 
magic, mystery and the tingling 
possibility of both danger and 
opportunity. In Sulmona, where 
the forest stretched endlessly 
in a sea of lush emerald green 
and trees whispered secrets in 
the wind up the mountainside, 
it was easy to imagine elves and 
gnomes hiding among the foli-
age. The concept of the crone 
appears in many fairy tales as 
well. These immensely power-
ful, wizened old women wielded 
their abilities for good, as in 
the case of fairy godmothers, 
or for bad, as in the case of 
sinister witches. These exam-
ples of female agency always 
impressed me, especially in a 
genre which often took a more 
traditional approach to gender 
roles, and in their positive itera-
tions the crones remind me of 
my own wise and resourceful 
nonnas. Finally, there is the 
image of the wolf. The wolf was 
once the most feared animal in 
Europe, and as such figured in 
many folktales as a symbol of 
menace and the unknown. In 
fact, though Italy has its own 
rendering of Little Red Riding 
Hood, most Italians are also 
familiar with the famous ver-
sion in which a wolf swallows 
the grandmother. My father 
frequently spoke of having to 
ride his bicycle home late at 
night during his childhood, 
snaking through darkened 
mountain roads as wolves 
howled in the distance. Fairy 
tales tap into our subconscious 
fears and desires, and therefore 
their symbolism will always be 
repeated and reinterpreted with 
each passing year.

As Halloween approaches, my 
thoughts turn to everything that 
is uncanny and, well, magical. 
Fairy tales perfectly encompass 
the mood of the wondrous 
month of October, a month 
that sees the mystical dance 
of the harvest and ends with a 
festival honoring the unknown. 
From enchanted forests to 
women who can grant wishes 
with the wave of a wand, from 
conniving ogresses to cunning 
wolves, fairy tales weave a rich 
tapestry of human anxieties 
and yearnings made manifest 
in the most bizarre and meta-
phorical of ways. The power of 
fairy tales is so strong that every 
culture of the world contains 
unique fables that speak to both 
localized and universal con-
cerns. This can be seen in the 
folktales of Italy, which blend 
familiar fairy tale characters 
with special twists and motifs. 
This October, I plan to spend a 
dark, cozy evening enveloped in 
the world of folklore, and I hope  
that the charm and magic of 
fairy tales touches your lives 
as well!

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz 
is a high school history teacher. 
She appreciates any comments 
and suggestions about Italian 
ho l idays and fo lk lore  a t 
adicenso89@gmail.com.

Well, this past week was 
horrendous, wasn’t it? The rain 
and wind. Never really felt like a 
nor’easter, no matter how many 
times the frantic TV weather 
reporters proclaimed all the 
soon-to-be doom and gloom. I 
find it difficult to believe any 
of these folks actually know 
anything about meteorology 
Even with all their sophisticated 
equipment they now have, I 
think Don Kent was so much 
more accurate. Never any 
drama with him Just the facts, 
ma’am like Sgt. Joe Friday.

This past Saturday before the 
rains and winds did finally show 
up, I did as much shopping 
as I could that day just in 
case I couldn’t do anything on 
Sunday or Monday. I ended up 
doing lots and lots day napping 
because what else can you do. 
I couldn’t even get inspired 
to write I don’t write well on 
gloomy rainy days and I usually 
don’t even try.

Just as I did most my shopping 
on Saturday, I did most of my 
writing on this past Tuesday. 
Once again, I met my deadline 
but for me it is starting to look 
too much like drama. However, 
I must say Tuesday’s drive into 
work for me was the worse I’ve 
seen in a long time. It took me 
about 90 minutes to take a 
usually 25–30-minute drive.  
A big accident on I-93 didn’t  
help and an additional work  
crew shutt ing down two 
southbound lanes on the 
Expressway next to the mall in 
Dorchester.

Can I tell you something 
else? Whenever I am driving to 
work and get on the highway by 
Day Square Neptune Road on 
ramp, I jump on and now my 
job is to cross over four lanes 
of fastmoving vehicles. The half 

on the left side are trying to get 
onto the right to the Sumner 
Tunnel. The cars on the right 
like me, need to get over to the 
left to meet up with the Ted 
Williams Tunnel. Somehow, I 
and most of us know how to  
do this. It reminded me of 
rid-ing the Dodgems over at  
Revere Beach when I was a 
little kid.

Personally, I would like to 
know where all these traffic 
engineers went to school 
because the Williams Tunnel 
starts out with four lanes going 
down into three before skinning 
down to two lanes. This tunnel 
was already outdated by the 
time it officially opened.

Oh and the Sumner tunnel is 
almost just as bad to jump on in 
Eastie too. Here motorists need 
to play a game called Go Left/
Go Right/Touch Nothing. If 
you’re lucky, you touch no one 
and no one touches you

Once you cross the harbor, the 
O’Neill tunnel and Expressway 
is a breeze just put your 
radio onto either WJIB 720 or 
WLYN 1360 AM oh, and here’s 
something else I’ve lately been 
doing I have stopped listening 
to Jeff Kuhner in the mornings 
because the Kuhnerman only 
upsets me and the last thing 
I need while driving bumper 
to bumper is yelling at my 
radio over some outrageous 
remark either by Jeff or what 
he calls the “best audience in 
the market.”

So now it is time to turn 
down the dial and simply listen 
to each other. Yelling at one 
another does nothing useful. 
Calm down, relax and do the 
best you can knowing there 
are lots of nitwits in this world 
trying to drive us crazy. Don’t 
go crazy.
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Bricco
Boutique ItalianCuisine

241 Hanover St. • 617.248.6800

Maré
Seafood & Oyster Bar

223 Hanover St., 3 Mechanic St. • 617.723.MARE

Quattro
Grill, Rosticceria & Pizzeria
266 Hanover St. 617.720.0444

AquaPazza
Oyster Bar & Italian Kitchen

135 Richmond St. • 857-350-3105

Trattoria Il Panino
Boston’s 1st Original Trattoria
11 Parmenter St. • 617.720.1336

Assaggio
Positano Cuisine Restaurant • Lounge

29 Prince St. Boston • 617-865-1265

Umbria
Steakhouse & mia Roof Deck
250 Hanover St. • 617-868-1265 

Dolce
Italian Cafe with 33 Flavors of Tiramisu

272 Hanover St.

umbria
Italian steakhouse

& mia
              ROOF DECK

The Girlfriends of the North End
Continue to Gather

What a celebration it was 
on Saturday, September 27 at 
Spinelli’s Function Facility in 
Lynnfield for the 14th Annual 
Girlfriends of the North End 
Luncheon. Over 70 lifelong 
friends and neighbors attended 
this treasured gathering.The 
food was sumptuous, the 
opportunity to gather with life-
long friends priceless and the 
entertainment had the group 
on the dance floor the entire 
afternoon.

Thanks to the continued hard 
work of committee members 
Francine Capodilupo Gannon, 
Diane Passero Pesaturo, 
Carol Langone Catanzaro and 
Christina Penta, the event was 

once again a huge success. 
The committee would like to 
offer their deepest appreciation 
to Rita Roberto and Jeannie 
Giuggio of Spinelli’s Function 
Facility for their continued 
generosity, owner of Mike’s 
Pastry Annette Mercogliano 
for the donating the delicious 
cookies, Maria Ciampa for 
once again her artistry in put-
ting together the lovely cen-
terpieces, Victor Passacantilli, 

Sr. from Friends of the North 
End, Joseph Giangregorio of 
Hanover Liquors for donating 
the raffle prizes book and of 
course a major shout out to the 
Chairman of the NEAA, Robert 
“Ted” Tomasone, for donating 
the phenomenal entertainment, 
DJ Alan LaBella.

Do not miss next year’s 
celebration, on Saturday, 
September 26. It will mark the 
15th Annual Gathering!!!

DJ Alan LaBella leads Francine Capodilupo Gannon and  
Johanna Brogna in “That’s Amore” at the 14th Annual  
Girlfriends of the North End.

Girlfriends of the North End  
enjoy a sweet treat

Frances Milano Cammarata, Joyce Pantone Rodriques, Ron-
nie Locchi, Elaine Gaspariello and Johanna Ciampa prepare 
to take over the dance floor.

Elaine Nogueira D’Eramo, Patti Bono Nutile 
and Felicia Capobiano trade “Remembering 
When”.

Angela Aqualino and Barbara 
Coppola sharing laughs at the 
Luncheon.

Maria Ciampa, Carla Coli Walsh and Sheila 
Petrigno Moretti swaying to their favorite 
oldies tunes

The Girlfriends of the North End 2025 gathered in 
celebration at Spinelli’s Function Facility in Lynnfield.

(Photos by Gerri Palladino) 
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The Parade Grounds on the 
Boston Common, at Charles 
and Beacon Streets, will host 
a No Kings Rally on October 
18, as one of over 2,000 rallies 
planned across all 50 states. 
“On October 18, the people of 
Boston will assemble to say with 
one wicked loud voice, ‘America 
has No Kings.’ This is part of a 
national day of action against 
the Trump regime’s authoritar-
ian abuses, cruelty and cor-
ruption,” event organizers said 
is a recent press release. The 
October protest has the poten-
tial of surpassing the previous 
rally this past June, where 
more than 5 million people 
participated in protests across 
the United States.

At the June rally Boston 
Mayor Michelle Wu attended 
and spoke, however at the 
upcoming, it seems Wu may be 
the headliner and actual draw 
alongside “other leading voices 
of resistance,” per event organiz-
ers. It’s no secret Mayor Wu and 
President Trump are on oppo-
site ends of the spectrum when 
it comes to sanctuary policies 

No Kings Rallies
to Take Place Across the Country

Mayor Michelle Wu
Set to Headline Boston Rally 

by Patti Sartori

and immigration enforcement. 
Wu fiercely defends Boston’s 
sanctuary policies, specifically 
the Trust Act which limits 
local cooperation with federal 
immigration authorities, and 
publicly declared “Boston will 
never back down,” while defend-
ing her intention to defy the 
federal order. Trump’s Attorney 
General, Pam Bondi has in 
turn sued the City of Boston, 
Mayor Wu, the Boston Police 
Department and Commissioner 
Cox over the city’s sanctu-
ary policies, claiming they are 
“designed to undermine law 
enforcement and protect illegal 
aliens from justice.”

Let’s all hope the protest 
remains calm and not end 
similar to last week’s Boston 
Common pro-Palestinian pro-
test that quickly turned violent 
when demonstrators assaulted 
police officers, blocked traf-
fic, and created other may-
hem. Hopefully Mayor Wu and 
other leaders will encourage 
participants to make their 
voices heard respectfully and 
peacefully.

Protests are a vital mecha-
nism in expressing free speech, 
urging accountability and push-
ing for change. But not all pro-
tests are alike. The difference 
between peaceful, non-violent 
protest and violent destructive 
protest often depends on tac-
tics used and can shape public 
perception and acceptance or 
rejection of the protest purpose. 

A protest is typically consid-
ered peaceful or non-violent 
when participants do not use 
force or threats of force against 
people, there is no property 
destruction or defacement and 
when protests remain within 
the confines of the law and the 
primary tool used is a voice. 
In the past when a protest 
remained peaceful, it often 
was viewed legitimately in the 
public’s eyes, politically and 
those of the media and had 
the potential to result in real 
change. A clear example is the 
civil rights sit ins and marches 
during the 1960’s. Dr. Martin 
Luther King urged his followers 
to remain patient and peaceful. 
He used his eloquence to push 
for equality, not violence, and 
through these tactics his move-
ment proved successful.

In Boston last week a pro-
Palestinian rally near the 

Peaceful Protests vs. Violent Unrest
by Patti Sartori

commons, seemed to begin 
peacefully, with protestors and 
organizers gathering to vocalize 
their opinions and urge policy 
changes. However tensions 
escalated when demonstrators 
sat in the middle of a roadway 
near Park/Tremont and Winter 
Streets, blocking traffic. Police 
attempted to clear the roadway 
so that emergency vehicles 
could pass, but protestors 
allegedly refused and resisted, 
resulting in a confrontation 
with police, arrests, injuries 
to officers, and property dam-
age. Some demonstrators are 
accused of kicking and damag-
ing police cruisers, assaulting 
officers, removing police equip-
ment and creating a chaotic 
scene. Thirteen people were 
arrested, seven from Boston, 
on various charges, including 
disorderly conduct, resisting 
arrest, disturbing the peace, 
assault and battery, and in a 
couple other cases, more seri-
ous charges including anarchy 
and inciting a riot. 

These actions should never 
be tolerated and every offender 
must be prosecuted to the full 
extent of the law. Jail, fines, 
and in cases where officers are 
injured, prison time is the only 
legitimate sentence. We cannot 

allow Boston to be taken over 
by violent protestors. When 
offenders in these types of 
situations are coddled and not 
held accountable, it is seen as 
permissible and will only con-
tinue to embolden this type of 
behavior. 

The Suffolk County District 
Attorney’s office and Boston 
Police have suggested the 
arrests were not about protest-
ing but rather about alleged 
criminal acts committed during 
the event. Officials, including 
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu 
and Governor Maura Healey 
affirmed the value of pro-
test but condemned violence 
and asserted it would not be 
tolerated. 

Words are meaningless, if 
not accompanied by action 
and accountability. Supporting 
our police officers and advo-
cating the District Attorney 
and Judges to impose harsher 
penalties upon these types of 
criminal acts will strengthen 
penalties for violent offenses. 
When elected leaders work hand 
in hand with police, District 
Attorneys and the courts, they 
help restore trust, maintain 
order, and keep every neighbor-
hood safe.

Boston deserves nothing less!

COMMENTARY

Lights, Camera, Action!
Saint Theresa Society of 

Boston Presents Movie Night!
Grab your blankets and pajamas, St. Theresa Society of Boston 

is hosting a Free Movie Night for all ages on Sunday, October 19 
at 226 North St, Boston, MA! Doors open at 4:30 p.m., and the 
movie begins at 5:00 p.m. This year’s film is Thérèse, a beautiful 
story that celebrates the faith, love, and devotion of the life of St. 
Theresa “The Little Flower”.

St. Leonard’s Church Pastor Father Michael Della Penna will 
also be there to give a brief talk on St. Theresa and a blessing with 
her first-class relic before the movie begins.

Enjoy delicious movie snacks from Popcorn, chips, candy, cook-
ies, and drinks will be available, thanks to the efforts of the St. 
Theresa Society of Boston. Also, faith-filled reflection as we learn 
from St. Theresa’s Little Way” of love and trust in God.

Join us This Sunday October 19 for a FREE Screening of Thérèse! 
A beautiful evening celebrating and learning about the life of  
St. Theresa of Lisieux The Little Flower.

Bring your family, friends, and your hearts. Come be inspired 
by the life of this beautiful saint who taught us that “the smallest 
act of love can lead to great holiness.”

DONATIONS Appreciated at Concession Stand at the event.
This year’s feature film is Thérèse, a beautiful story that cel-

ebrates faith, love, and devotion. Popcorn, snacks, and drinks will 
be available, thanks to the efforts of parish volunteers.

It’s the perfect way to enjoy a fall evening with family, friends, 
and neighbors. Everyone is welcome — come join the St. Theresa 
community for a night of fun, fellowship, and movie magic

wife purchased the building and 
would like to change the occu-
pancy from 3 residential units 
and 1 commercial space on the 
first floor to 4 residential units. 
Wilson and his wife will occupy 
the top 2 floors. The request 
was approved by a 15-1 vote in 
support.

Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood 
Services Liaison Maria Perez 
and District 1 City Councilor 
Coletta Zapata’s representative 
Samantha Peracchi were also 
present at the meeting. Perez 
reminded the group she holds 
community office hours each 
Friday in various parts of the 
neighborhood while Peracchi 
notified the group of Councilor 
Coletta Zapata’s upcoming city 
council hearing on October 30, 
2:00 p.m. at city hall regard- 

ing air bnb’s and short-term 
rentals. The hearing is open to 
the public and all are encour-
aged to attend. If you are unable 
to in person, please send com-
ments or a letter to Councilor 
Coletta Zapata’s office and it  
will be read into the official 
record.

Annual election of NEWRA 
officers was held at the October 
meeting. Congratulation to 
Cheryl DelGreco on her re-
election as president, Jenn 
Crampton as vice-president, 
Kirsten Hoffman as secretary, 
Mary Ann D’Amato as treasurer 
and Gretchen Gallagher as ser-
geant at arms.

The next monthly meeting will 
be held Thursday, November 13, 
at 6:30 pm at the Nazzaro 
Center, 30 North Bennet Street. 

• NEWRA Meeting (Continued from Page 2)
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Saint Leonard 
of Port Maurice

Join Us 
UMBRIA RESTAURANT

250 hanover street, boston ma

OCTOBER 27, 2025  I  5:30 - 7:30 pm

Silent Auction, Raffles, and more

HELP MAINTAIN THE PEACE GARDEN AT SAINT 
LEONARDS CHURCH. AN ICONIC SANCTUARY THAT 

HAS BECOME A CORNERSTONE OF OUR COMMUNITY.

Friends, Romans,
Countrymen!

by Laura Carlo

“ F r i e n d s ,  R o m a n s , 
Countrymen, lend me your 
ears!” So begins the famous 
soliloquy by Mark Antony in 
Shakespeare’s play Julius 
Caesar. Those were his call-
ing words to gather people 
around him. With that nod to 
Shakespeare, I’m so pleased 
to launch my first column for 
the Post-Gazette today. In the 
coming weeks and months, I 
plan to share with you one-on-
one interviews with the most 
accomplished people who have 
connections to Italy, whether 
through lineage or by choice. 

On October 1, I attended 
the Italian-American Heritage 
Month launch event at the 
Massachusetts State House. 
That night the IAHM Committee 
honored three outstanding 
Italian-Americans: the late 
Honorable Judge Frank Caprio, 
businesswoman/philanthropist 
Emilia Fazzalari, and restaura-
teur, PBS TV chef/author and 
philanthropist Lidia Bastianich. 
It was a truly inspiring evening.

I sat down with Ms. Bastianich 
to discuss her amazing career 
and latest cookbook. Lidia, 
as her countless fans know 
her, was born in Pola, Italy, 
in 1947. It was a tumultuous 
time in northeastern Italy as 
the Treaty of Paris required the 
Istrian Peninsula be turned 
over to communist Yugoslavia. 
Hundreds of thousands of 
Italians began crossing the 
border back into Italy. Her 
mother was pregnant with her 
and her father didn’t think 
it was safe for her to make 
the journey, especially into 
unknown circumstances. It’s a 
complicated story that includes 
2 years in a refugee camp. They 
didn’t immigrate to the United 
States until Lidia was about 
12. I asked her about being an 
Italian family under a regime 
that denied their ethnicity by 
forbidding them from speaking 
Italian in public and changing 
their family name Mattichio to 
Motika, a more Slavic sound. “I 
was always aware of being part 
of dual cultures. You spoke 
one language with your mother 
at home but lived the other 
culture outside. Though I was 
a child and largely unaware of 
the government oppression, I 
think the unease did affect me; 
however, the proximity to my 
grandmother, who grew her 
own food, who emphasized our 
connection to the soil, all that 
gave me comfort and stability.”

I asked her about her first 
jobs working in local restau-
rants. She said the influence 
of her grandmother “made 
kitchens comfortable for me, a 
place where I felt I could really 
contribute.” Lidia was always 
interested in the sciences, and 

eventually studied food science. 
She married Felice Bastianich 
in 1966, and longing for that 
connection to the comfort of 
foods they grew up with, they 
opened their first restaurant in 
1971. She called it “a learning 
experience” for the business 
side of running a restaurant. 
In 1981, they opened Felidia (a 
contraction of their first names), 
on Manhattan’s East Side, 
which operated to great acclaim 
until closing its doors 40 years 
later in 2021.

Was she ever afraid as she 
tried these new ventures. “Fear? 
All the time! Americans were 
used to what is called ‘Italian-
American food,’ but I decided 
I’d be the first chef who would 
promote true regional Italian 
cuisine, very different from 
the foods Americans thought 
of as ‘Italian.’ It was a big 
risk because back in ’81 you 
couldn’t always get the ingre-
dients here that you needed.  
For example, I’d have to sub-
stitute American corn meal 
for Italian polenta. But I took 
the risk because I hoped peo-
ple here would appreciate the 
authenticity of the recipes and 
enjoy them. I never let fear stop 
me.”

Lidia is the author of 18 
cookbooks, many of which are 
companion books to her various 
PBS cooking shows. Her newest 
is titled Lidia’s The Art of Pasta, 
out on October 14th. “They’re 
not my recipes, but they’re all 
part of Italian culinary heritage. 
I’m like a teacher here, a con-
duit of knowledge.”

Regarding the honor at the 
State House event October 
1st, Lidia said she “appreci-
ated it very much. As a young 
immigrant, I felt then as I do 
today that there is no country 
like America. I celebrate both 
my Italian heritage and my 
American home. I accepted that 
honor because I want to always 
acknowledge both places.”

I asked Lidia what she hopes 
the future will hold? She spoke 
with great pride about her son 
Joe Bastianich and daughter 
Tanya Bastianich Manuali, 
Ph.D. Although they had 

careers in other fields, they’ve 
both joined their mother in her 
various ventures. “I thought I 
should start to pull back a bit. 
Maybe I’ll just work on more 
books and TV shows as the 
kids take the reins of the res-
taurants. I’m working on my 
14th annual special. It’s com-
ing out November 25th, called 
“Lidia Celebrates a Nation of 
Neighbors.” I just can’t take 
it when America is maligned. 
For this special I went around 
America, from the areas dev-
astated in the L.A. fires, for 
example. And in each area, it 
was neighbors helping neigh-
bors regardless of politics. 
Helping each other is what we 
Americans do.” 

Lidia is involved in many 
charities, too numerous to list, 
but all holding a special place 
in her heart. Some favorites are 
Smile Train, which provides free 
surgeries to children with cleft 
lips and palates, and serving 
on the board of Jesuit Refugee 
Services, which helps displaced 
persons worldwide. She also 
works for charities focused on 
children’s education, and autis-
tic children. When I asked her 
why she did not hesitate to say 
“I have been rewarded in life. 
It is not mine to keep. I need 
to share.” 

The new season of Lidia’s 
Kitchen launched this past week 
on many PBS stations around 
the country. Check your local 
listings for the new season in 
your home town!

Lidia Matticchio Bastianich
(Photo by Diana DeLucia© 

Anchieta was born to a 
wealthy family on March 19, 
1534, in San Cristóbal de La 
Laguna on Tenerife in the 
Canary Islands, Spain. His 
father was João López de 
Anchieta, of Basque Country, 
and his mother was Mência 
Diaz de Clavijo y Llarena, of 
a noble family in the Canary 
Islands.

At the age of 14, Anchieta 
went to study in Portugal at 
the Royal College of Arts in 
Coimbra. He was intensely reli-
gious and felt he had a vocation 
to the priesthood. He sought 
admission to the Jesuit College 
of the University of Coimbra and 
was accepted into the Jesuits 
on May 1, 1551, at the age of 17. 

Shortly after entering College 
he contracted a spinal disease 
or injury that nearly termi-
nated his hopes of becoming 
a missionary and that left him 
permanently disfigured and in 
pain. However, reports of the 
healing Brazilian climate helped 
to bolster his cause, and he 
first arrived in Brazil on July 
13, 1553, in what is now the 
province of Bahia. In 1554 he 
went to São Paulo, a new Jesuit 
settlement in Brazil’s interior, 
where he played a major role 
in Jesuit efforts to convert the 
indigenous peoples. For the 
rest of his life he was influential 
in converting and helping the 
Indians, especially in trying 
to protect them from slavery, 
which was developing in the 
growing plantation economy of 
the Portuguese colony.

Anchieta’s most famous liter-
ary work was the Latin mystic 

Saint Joseph of Anchieta
by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

poem “De beata virgine dei 
matre Maria” (“The Blessed 
Virgin Mary”). He also wrote and 
staged several religious plays in 
the Brazilian wilderness, many 
of which have been lost. He 
wrote the first grammar book 
of the Indian language Tupí 
and many letters describing 
the local way of life, customs, 
folklore, and diseases, as well 
as the flora and fauna of Brazil. 
His other accomplishments 
included a role in the founding 
of Brazil’s two largest cities, São 
Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, and 
the founding of three colleges 
(at Pernambuco, Bahia, and 
Rio de Janeiro). He became a 
provincial of the Jesuit order in 
Brazil in 1577.

Anchieta traveled extensively 
among Rio de Janeiro, Bahia, 
Espírito Santo and São Paulo, 
consolidating the Jesuit mission 
in Brazil. In 1577 Anchieta was 
appointed provincial superior. 

As his health worsened, 
Anchieta requested relief from 
his duties in 1591. He passed 
away in Brazil on June 9, 1597, 
at Reritiba, Espírito. The Feast 
day of Saint Joseph Anchirta 
is June 9.

by Bennett Molinari & Richard Molinari

Ieri e Oggi
Yesterday & Today

a column of past and current events

Thor Heyerdahl

Norwegian explorer Thor Heyerdahl was born in Larvik, Norway, 
October 6, 1914. He used Kon-Tiki and other primitive ocean-going 
vessels to prove the possibility of transoceanic contact between 
ancient, widely separated civilizations.

Heyerdahl is notable for his Kon-Tiki expedition in 1947, in 
which he drifted 8,000 km (5,000 mi) across the Pacific Ocean in 
a primitive hand-built raft from South America to the Tuamotu 
Islands. The expedition was to demonstrate that the legendary 
sun-worshiping red-haired, bearded, and white-skinned “Tiki 
people” from South America drifted and colonized Polynesia before 
actual Polynesian peoples. 

Heyerdahl’s ideas on cultural migration such as pre-Colombian 
cultures had been widely disputed by the scientific commu-
nity, even before the expedition. It was on his Kon-Tiki raft that 
Heyerdahl and five companions sailed in 1947 from the western 
coast of South America to the islands east of Tahiti to prove his 
theory. 

Heyerdahl made other voyages to demonstrate the possibility 
of contact between widely separated ancient peoples, notably the 
Ra II expedition of 1970, when he sailed from the west coast of 
Africa to Barbados in a papyrus reed boat. He was appointed a 
government scholar in 1984. 

He passed away on April 18, 2002 at age 87, in Colla Micheri, 
Italy, while visiting close family members. The Norwegian govern-
ment gave him a state funeral in Oslo Cathedral on April 26, 2002.
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The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS
of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

by Sal Giarratani

of their maiden years and prior  
to their marriage, they offered 
up a lock of their hair, their  
g irdle,  and their  maiden 
garments.

Another interesting aspect 
of the Artemis-Diana worship, 
was the construction of several 
temples, one after the other, 
on the same site in Ephesus, 
Syria, and dedicated alternately 
to Diana Artemis. The latest 
structure was built about 350 
B.C., so large, that it became 
one of the seven wonders of the 
ancient world. It was the center 
of the Pan-Ionic festival of the 
Asiatic colonies, and assumed 
to itself almost every public 
function. It was serviced by spe-
cial priests, priestesses, image-
makers, poets, and soothsayers, 
while at the same time offering 
asylum to fugitives, acquired 
vast wealth, became a treasury, 
and later even a bank. The roof 
of the temple was supported 
by 127 columns which were 
between 54 and 60 feet high. 
Thirty-six of the columns were 
beautifully sculptured on their 
lower sections, while the gable 
end of the temple showed the 
goddess flanked with her devo-
tees bringing offerings.

The most celebrated ancient 
statue of this goddess is the 

“Diana of Versailles,” which once 
stood in Emperor Hadrian’s Villa 
at Tivoli, his favorite residence. 
During this emperor’s reign, 
the villa contained miniature 
reproductions of many famous 
structures of antiquity. The next 
time you visit the Villa d’Este at 
Tivoli, look off in the distance 
(about half a mile) and you’ll 

• Stirpe Nostra (Continued from Page 2)

JUSSI REIJONEN –
sayr: salt / thirst (CD)

Unmusic
Finnish-born guitarist, Arabic 

oud player and composer Jussi 
Reijonen offers sayr: salt | thirst. 
Recorded in one fully improvised 
take at Reijonen’s home studio 
on steel-string acoustic guitar in 
March 2025. Split into two con-
trasting arcs, “salt” and “thirst.” 
The performance weaves tex-
tural references of various string 
instruments from around the 
world with the musical form 
unfolding a personal narrative 
that vacillates between lament, 
unease, brightening and trans-
formation. Reijonen’s series is 
centered around a metaphori-
cal reframing of the concept of 
“sayr” as found in Arabic music 
— literally, “course” or “motion” 
– referring here to a musical 
pathway unfolding through 
improvisation in an acouste-
mological memory palace: a 
pathway of memory recalled 
and reimagined through music, 
refracting in reverse in the 
space between sound and per-
sonal experience. Reijonen 
navigates freely between them 
through improvisation, letting 
memories surface through the 
sounds themselves. Each ges-
ture becomes a portal, triggering 
emotional and sensory echoes. 
They include coziness, pres-
sure, downhearted and more. 
The four tracks on salt…shine 
via sola, sarvi, sai and keinu. 
thirst follows with seven more, 
including koto, kuori, kaarna, 
sae, kiedo, aina, and ennen. 

THE RUBINOOS – LIVE AT 
ROCKPALAST 1978 (CD) 
Made In Germany Music

Alongside Greg Kihn, the 
Tyla Gang, Earth Quake, 
and Jonathan Richman, the 
Rubinoos were among the musi-
cal figureheads of the success-
ful US label Beserkley Records 
(1973-1986) from Berkeley, 
California. From 1975 onwards, 
the label’s bands conquered 
the charts worldwide with 
their US power pop rock and 
received plenty of airplay — 
as did “I Think We’re Alone 
Now” (1976) by The Rubinoos, 
a cover version of the 1967 
hit by Tommy James & The 
Shondels. However, the band 
had already made their debut in 
1975 on the album “Beserkley 
Chartbusters, Volume 1.” The 
title of the LP was purely a 
marketing gimmick. When The 
Rubinoos appeared in front 
of the Rockpalast cameras at 
the Audimax in Hamburg on 
February 14, 1978, the four 
likeable musicians (Jon Rubin, 
Tommy Dunbar, Royse Ader, 
and Donn Spindt) were already 
the darlings of the American 
rock press. Forty-seven years 
later, singer and guitarist Jon 
Rubin takes stock: “This insight 
into the band’s beginnings 
under extreme circumstances 
captures the spirit and silli-
ness that have defined us from 
the beginning and continue to 
define us today.”

PATRICIA BRENNAN –
OF THE NEAR AND FAR (CD) 

Pyroclastic Records
Patricia Brennan’s Of The Near 

And Far, is a further expansion 
of her striking compositional 
vision following the universal 
acclaim that greeted her 2024 

release, Breaking Stretch, which 
earned Album of the Year as 
well as Vibraphonist of the Year 
in the DownBeat Critics Poll. 
Of The Near And Far marks 
another audacious evolution for 
Brennan, whose music combines 
bold innovation with singular 
ventures into her own wide-
ranging inspirations. An avid 
amateur astronomer, Brennan 
travels with her own telescope 
whenever she can escape the 
light pollution of the city. For 
this album she superimposed 
the circle of fifths over a number 
of constellations that she viewed 
in the summertime sky of the 
Northern Hemisphere. Mapping 
these patterns together, she 
generated collections of pitches 
that became the raw material for 
her compositions. “Andromeda” 
offers up an uneasy, turbulent 
feeling that reflects the story 
of Andromeda, the princess 
chained to a rock, sacrificed to a 
sea monster to appease the god 
Poseidon. “Antlia” carries the far 
more pragmatic name of an air 
pump, while “Lyra” was inspired 
by the doomed love story of 
Orpheus and Eurydice, while 
“Aquarius” has the fluid move-
ment, conjured by the vibra-
phone/guitar melody, evoking 
the astrological symbol of the 
Water Bearer. The final two 
pieces broaden the scope of the 
project. “Citialli” is the word for 
“star” in the Nahuati language of 
the indigenous Mexican people. 
Brennan composed “When You 
Stare Into the Abyss,“ based not 
on any individual constellation, 
but on the humbling experience 
of exploring the awe-inspiring 
infinity of the universe that sur-
rounds us.

EARTH QUAKE – LIVE AT 
ROCKPALAST 1978 (CD) 
Made In Germany Music

Earth Quake was among 
the musical figureheads of the 
successful US label Beserkley 
Records (1973-1986) from 
Berkeley, California. Starting 
in 1975, the label’s bands con-
quered the charts worldwide 
with their power pop rock — as 
did Earth Quake’s cover of the 
Easybeats hit ‘Friday on My 
Mind.’ Earth Quake, formed 
in San Francisco in 1966, was 
heavily influenced by 1950s and 
1960s rock and blues bands 
such as the Yardbirds, Muddy 
Waters, and the Kinks. They 
were signed to A&M Records 
in 1970 and produced their 
first two albums, Earth Quake 
(1971) and Why Don’t You Try 
Me? (1972), with them and 
Allan Mason. From 1975 to 
1980, Earth Quake released 
four albums on Beserkley and 
worked with other artists on 
the label. Encouraged by the 
commercial success of Jonathan 
Richman’s ‘Egyptian Reggae’ and 
the release of the label sampler 
‘Bezerk Times,’ Beserkley artists 
Tyla Gang, Greg Kihn, Rubinoos, 
and Earth Quake embarked 
on a joint European tour in 
the spring of 1978. The bands’ 
concerts on at the Audimax in 
Hamburg were recorded by WDR 
for the program Rockpalast. 
Forty-seven years later, guitarist 
Robbie Dunbar reminisces, ‘A 
great performance, a great show, 
by our unforgettable band,’ and 
encourages fans to ‘Turn it up 
and enjoy!’

NEVER TOO SOON TO 
THINK ABOUT CHRISTMAS
The Christmas Fair Committee 

is already in the planning stage 
over at Sacred Heart Parish in 
East Boston. The date for the 
Christmas Fair is November 22 
from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 
in the lower hall. Free breakfast 
starts at 10:00 a.m.,  with Santa 
and raffles, food and plenty 
more.

NORFOLK COUNTY GOP 
HOSTING OKTOBERFEST 

OCTOBER 25
T h e  N o r f o l k  C o u n t y 

Republican Committee will be 
hosting an Oktoberfest celebra-
tion on Saturday, October 25 at 
the VFW Post 2017 in Dedham 
from 2:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.

For more info visit NCRC 
website.

NEXT MONTHLY 
COMMUNITY DINNER

Wednesday, November 12 is 
the date from 5:00 p.m. until 
7:00 p.m. in the lower hall. 
Free pasta never tasted bet-
ter. These monthly community 

(L-R): Brandon Wahlberg, Sherri Raftery, Frank Baker and 
Sal Giarratani

City Councilor at Large candidate Frank Baker recently held 
a well-attended North End fundraiser at ARTU on October 6.

get-togethers at Sacred Heart 
Parish are now into their third 
year.

PUT THIS ON YOUR 
CALENDAR

Atlantic Works Gallery pres-
ents the East Boston High 
School Student Art Show, 
December 5-20. Save the date 
Friday, December 5 from 5:00-
8:00 p.m., opening reception. 
All are welcome. Atlantic Works 
Gallery, 80 Border Street, East 
Boston.

ST. MICHAEL”S
PRESENTS GODSPELL

Looking for something to do 
next month beforeThanksgiv-
ing Day? Why not head over to  
St. Michael’s Parish in Winthrop 
for the showing of GODSPELL. 
It will take place on Friday, 
November 21 at 6:00 p.m., and 
on Saturday, November 22 at 
2:30 p.m. and again at 5:00 
p.m. Tickets at the door. Enjoy 
some down time listening to the 
music of Godspell in the chapel 
hall. Relax and enjoy this show 
with your family and friends. 

Stephen Scappicchio with 
Deputy Superintendent John 
Brown taken during the Faith 
and Blue gathering at Sacred 
Heart Church following a Mass 
for all First Responders this 
past Sunday morning. The 
Boston Police A-7 honored 
the Sacred Heart Community 
Meals Committee for all its 
hard work putting together 
these monthly dinners with 
a well-deserved good neighbor 
appreciation award..

(Photo by Sal Giarratani) 

AT LARGE CANDIDATE FRANK BAKER
HOLDS FUNDRAISER

see the ruins of one of the most 
splendid villas that the world 
has ever known. I’m sorry to say 
that time and the elements have 
taken their toll and most tours 
don’t even visit the area now. 
How do you think you’ll look 
when you’re 1,900 years old?

NEXT ISSUE: 
Dionysus and Bacchus

Sal G., with Indus Johnson 
who is in charge of constituent 
services for City Councilor 
Henry Santana taken recently 
at the start of this year’s 
Roslindale Day parade.



PAGE 9 POST-GAZETTE, OCTOBER 17, 2025

The Post-Gazette
accepts memorials 

throughout the year. 

Please call
617-227-8929

Remember 
Your

Loved Ones

As the leaves turn and autumn sweeps in, pumpkins begin  
to appear everywhere. From bustling farmers’ markets to  
family dining tables, Americans have always had a special  
affection for these bright orange gourds. Beyond carving them  
and roasting their seeds, they seem to find ways to enjoy  
pumpkin in nearly everything, from lattes to pies and all kinds 
of desserts.

Italians enjoy pumpkins almost as much as Americans, but 
when it comes to cooking, they take them in a completely dif- 
ferent direction. In Italy, pumpkin is typically enjoyed in savory 
dishes including risottos, pastas, and soups. Though, you’ll  
rarely find pumpkin making its way onto any of Italy’s dessert 
menus!

At this time of year, my Nonna would roast fresh pumpkins and 
use the pureed flesh to create a variety of delicious dishes and 
sweet treats. I vividly remember the pumpkin bread she baked 
in a coffee can, and for Thanksgiving, her table always included 
pumpkin pies, decadent desserts, and sometimes even a Pumpkin 
Pecan Streusel Cake.

This Torta Streusel di Zucca e Pecan is a perfect way to welcome 
Fall. It’s wonderful served for breakfast with a hot, steamy coffee 
or when offered as a sweet ending to a fall dinner!

PUMPKIN PECAN STREUSEL CAKE
Torta Streusel di Zucca e Pecan

Preheat oven to 350°F (175°C). Grease and flour a 9-inch spring-
form pan and set aside.

To prepare the streusel, in a medium bowl, combine flour, brown 
sugar, butter, cinnamon, and pecans. Use a pastry cutter or fork 
to mix until crumbly. Set aside.

Make the batter: In a large bowl, cream butter and sugar until 
fluffy. Add eggs and beat well. Sift together flour, baking powder, 
baking soda, pumpkin pie spice, and salt; add to the wet mix-
ture alternately with pumpkin purée and sour cream. Beat until 
smooth.

Pour half the batter into the prepared pan and sprinkle with 
half of the streusel. Add the remaining batter and top with the 
rest of the streusel.

Bake for 45 to 55 minutes, or until a toothpick inserted in the 
center comes out clean. Cool in pan before removing.

To make the glaze, in a small bowl, mix the confectioners’ sugar, 
milk, and vanilla until smooth. Drizzle over cooled cake and  
enjoy!.

Marianna Bisignano is a psychologist for the Boston Public  
Schools and can be reached at bisignanomarianna@gmail.com

by

Marianna

Bisignano

It’s October. I can’t believe it. Fall is here, it’s getting cold, the sun is setting earlier every day and my birthday 
is this month. Growing up in an extended family, I discovered that everyone loved birthday parties. Babbononno 
was 4’ 11” tall, opinionated, some- times quite strict, demanding, impossible to deal with, but lovable. Each year, 
Nanna, her sisters and my mother would plan a birthday party for Babbononno. He would pretend that he didn’t 
know about it and go about his business oblivious to the goings on. Basically, the parties were dinners with the 
family and a few paesani present. Presents were secondary to the fun at the dinner parties. Most of what he 
received centered around dressing, as he was always well tailored and particular about what accompanied his 
clothing. He would receive hand painted neckties (they were all the rage back in the day), linen handkerchiefs 
with his initials monogrammed somewhere on one of the corners, cufflinks and tie bars (all of which I now

Happy Birthday!!
JOHN

A while back, I was talking 
about returning home from 
Hollywood, California. Dad had 
taken over the lead of my band 
at a Waltham supper club called 
Piety Corner Gardens. I had 
started working at Piety Corners 
a couple of years earlier, playing 
on weekends for the dancers 
and dinner patrons who fre-
quented the nightclub portion 
of the complex which included 
a dining room, a function room, 
a night club and a blues bar. 
The owner, Steve Santamaria, 
often employed local acts of 
entertainment which I had to 
back musically twice a night as 
there were two shows per night 
on the weekends. 

After I returned, Dad turned 
the quartet over to me and Mr. 
Santamaria changed the ad in 
the Record American (a long-
gone Boston nightly tabloid 
sized newspaper). His adver-
tisement listed the entertain-
ers appearing that particular 
week and included the blurb: 
“Just back from Hollywood, the 
Johnny Christy Trio.” The group 
was a quartet, but I wasn’t going 
to argue the point. I was well 
paid and treated like part of 
the family.

One night, the unthinkable 
happened. Steve Santamaria 
asked his son to close up as 
he wasn’t feeling well. After his 
son locked up, he headed home 
and fell asleep at the wheel. I 
don’t remember what he hit, 
but he was killed instantly. His 
father was never the same. He 
changed the format for the night 
club. He took us off the weekend 
schedule, cancelled the sing-
ers, dancers and comedians, 
and hired the KopyKats, a local 
musical group that entertained 
and played dance music. He 
asked me to switch to Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday nights 
and just play dance music. 
Those were the quietest nights 
of the week for musicians, and 
we were glad to accept the 
changes. This allowed us to 
work independently for other 
people on the weekends and 
not lose touch with other band 
leaders and musicians.

Those next few months were 
difficult for Steve. As an exam-
ple, I would be playing the last 
tune of a set and a waitress 
come on the stage and whisper, 
“Mr. Santamaria wants to see 
you in the office when you take 
your break.” I would turn the 
stage over to the intermission 
pianist and head for the office. 
The first time this happened, 
I didn’t know what to expect. 
I entered the office, was told 
to sit down and was poured 

a scotch on the rocks. Mr. 
Santamaria would then talk 
about his son and begin to cry. 
From then on, this scenario 
repeated itself at least one of the 
three-week nights I was there. 
Mr. Santamaria was never the 
same after his son was killed. 
Within the year, Piety Corner 
Gardens would close for good. 
Today there is a public storage 
complex on that same spot. 

I may have mentioned that, 
after my return from Hollywood, 
I went on the road with a 
Motown group that happened 
to be passing through Boston 
minus a bass guitarist. This was 
just before I returned to Piety 
Corner Gardens. The group was 
called the Uniques and I agreed 
to play with them that summer 
with the stipulation that I would 
leave just before the Labor Day 
weekend. I had been invited to 
the Cape for Labor Day and took 
the offer. I drove from Caribou, 
Maine, to Belmont, unpacked 
my stage clothes, repacked 
(Cape Cod clothes) and headed 
south. The friend who had 
invited me was waiting and we 
went out for a late-night dinner. 
When we returned to the cottage 
he had rented, he showed me 
my bedroom as I couldn’t keep 
my eyes open. I was awakened 
an hour or two later by a loud 
muffler. I jumped out of bed, 
looked out the window and saw 
a gray Jaguar two-seater with 
about 5 people squashed into 
it. When they were all inside, I, 
with one eye open, was intro-
duced to the group. The driver 
was Dean Saluti.

Dean and I hit it off right away. 
He, at that point in time, was 
working at the Kenmore Club 
in Boston’s Kenmore Square. 
He was a bar tender at Lucifer’s, 
the busiest of the three-night 
clubs in the complex. He was 
also a graduate student at 
Boston University working on a 
doctorate. He had an apartment 
on Bay State Road and the job 
at the Kenmore Club paid for 
his tuition and the apartment.

We became fast friends that 
weekend, and as I explained 
my complex career of teaching 
school, playing music, model-
ing, acting and attempting to be 
a businessman, Dean tried to 
convince me that I should return 
to school for a doctorate, seeing 
I already had obtained a bach-
elors and two masters degrees 
somewhere along the line. When 
the weekend was over, we all 
headed back to Boston. I began 
another year teaching at Hyde 
Park High School, and playing at 
Piety Corner Gardens on the first 
three nights of the week. I let 

several band leaders know I was 
back and easily found weekend 
work. This meant I was going to 
continue to be as busy as usual.

That winter of ’73, Babbononno 
passed away just as he reached 
his 98th birthday. Not long 
after, Mr. Santamaria closed 
Piety Corner Gardens for the 
last time. After the death of his 
son, he wasn’t the same, and 
in reality, didn’t care about the 
business any longer.

When all was said and done, 
I called Dean Saluti. I hadn’t 
spoken to him since that Labor 
Day weekend during which time 
he tried to convince me I should 
return to school for a doctorate. 

As a result of that call, Dean 
and I met for dinner, and when 
I expressed interest in apply-
ing to Boston University for 
entrance to a doctoral program, 
he outlined what I should do 
to get myself in. I followed his 
suggestions, called the people 
he mentioned, took one of the 
necessary exams to get in and 
became a thirty something year 
old college student.

With beginning a new edu-
cational adventure that winter, 
I cut back on playing music, 
accepting jobs only on week-
end nights. During the week, I 
taught school and then headed 
to class at B.U. I undertook a 
new and demanding schedule 
which meant that something 
had to be put on a back burner 
… and that was Hollywood. 
The TV shows I had acted in 
were now out of production 
and into re-runs. Bob Blasser 
and I remained partners in the 
production end of things, but 
he, as a performer, was doing 
comedy bit parts for several 
shows, nothing more elevated 
than that. I thought it out and 
knew that I had made the right 
choice for the future.

There was one negative point 
in the entire mix. Boston schools 
began their court ordered bus-
sing and the problems began. 
South Boston High School was 
the scene of rioting, but they 
only had about 200 to 300 stu-
dents who attended class dur-
ing the boycott and the fighting. 
I was at Hyde Park High School. 
We had the same problems with 
about 1200 students involved. 
Southie got all of the publicity, 
but we had worse problems. 
It wasn’t a fun time … GOD 
BLESS AMERICA 

Pecan Streusel
½ cup all-purpose flour
½ cup firmly packed brown sugar
¾ cup cold butter
½ teaspoon cinnamon
¾ cup chopped pecans
 

Cake Batter
1½ cups all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon baking soda
2 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice
½ teaspoon salt
½ cup unsalted butter, softened
1 cup firmly packed brown sugar
2 eggs, beaten
½ cup pumpkin purée
½ cup sour cream

Glaze
1 cup confectioners’ sugar
2 to 3 tablespoons whole milk
½ teaspoon pure vanilla extract

3
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Lake Sevan, Goshavank, Dilijan
and Haghartsin

THOUGHTS by DAN
About This & That

with Daniel A. DiCenso 

TYISHIA M. KREIDER  
2012 HYUNDAI ELENTRA  

VIN # KMHDH4AE0CU288588 
DANIELLE M. ALLAIN  

2004 JEEP CHEROKEE  
VIN # 1J4GW58N94C118914

SALAMA ABDULWAHAB  
2006 HYUNDAI AZERA  

VIN # KMHFC46F16A132607 
DALGIC,OZDEN ONUR  

2017 BMW 430  
VIN # WBA4F9C33HG813066 

ACIK, ABDULKADIR  
2007 TOY. PRIUS  

VIN # JTDKB20U573261862
ABUBAKAR, MBABLI 

2018 TOYOTA COROLLA 
VIN # 4T1b11HKXJU672347 

LEGAL NOTICE 
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Ramsay’s 
Towing 152 Prospect Street, 
Waltham, MA, pursuant to the pro-
visions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 
39A, that they will sell the following 
vehicles on or after October 24, 2025 
beginning at 10:00 PM by private 
or public sale to satisfy their garage 
keepers lien for towing, storage, and 
notices of sale. Vehicles are being 
stored at Ramsay’s Towing.

Run dates: 10/10, 10/17, 10/24/2025

converting what was once a 
small island into the peninsula 
it is today, making the mon-
astery more accessible though 
some argue that some of the 
splendor was sacrificed in the 
process. Nonetheless, a steep 
hike from the open markets 
below will take you to the cliff 
and the views of the lake are 
breathtaking.

From there our group pro-
ceeded to the village of Gosh 

Haghartsin

Goshavank

Charming 19th century structures of Dilijan

Khachkar

wherein lies another monastery 
dating to the 13th century. It 
lies in the footsteps of the older 
Nor Getik monastery which fell 
to an earthquake some 200 
years earlier. Goshavank is 
noteworthy as the site of some 
of Armenia’s oldest khachkars. 
Found throughout the country, 
these stele pillars featuring 
carved crosses and flowers have 
become such a recognizable 
symbol Armenia that their very 
appearance and preservation 
have become dictate by the 
nation’s history. When Armenia 
adopted Christianity as its 
official religion, a decision was 
made never to carve the image 
of Christ on the khachkars as 
the church felt that a depiction 
of Jesus would come to be seen 
as another form of idol worship, 
a habit the new Christian rule 
hoped to vanquish along with 
their predecessors, the Pagans. 
On the other hand, most of 
the khachkars located in the 
area occupied by the Ottoman 
Empire were systematically 
destroyed, so firmly represen-
tative of Armenian Christianity 
had they become.

A resistance to development 
(whether forced or voluntary) 
has led to a coexistence of 
nature and history in the town 
of Dilijan. A very modern town 
hall rests among the quaint 
Sharambeyan Street lined with 
19th century buildings and the 
forests of Dilijan National Park, 
a favorite for hikers where 
encounters with bears are not 
uncommon.

We ended our journey at 
the Haghartsin Monastery, a 
towering complex consisting 
of St. Stephen’s Church, St. 
Gregory’s and St. Astvatsatsin, 

built between the 10th and 13th 
centuries. 

This was a long day and our 
journey back to Yerevan felt like 
a return to the modern world 
so enshrined in their medieval 
roots are the monasteries we 
visited. Yerevan is a lively city 
offering the commodities of 
the modern world and, among 
everything else it offers, it serves 
as a bedroom to travelers visit-
ing its ancient wonders. One 
can traverse the streets of 
supermarkets, fast food joints, 
museums and, yes, the Holiday 
Inn I returned to knowing that 
history is preserved in the 
surroundings.

If Yerevan is the pulse of 
Armenia Sevan is its heart, a 
town where history and nature 
embrace, telling the story of  
the country while showcas-
ing its beauty. Many visitors 
seemingly think so as it has 
become one of the most popu-
lar destinations within the tiny 
country. Despite this the Sevan 
Peninsula retains its majesty 
and welcomes its many awe-
struck visitors. 

I arranged my visit with Hyur 
Service, an outfitter operating 
out of Nalbandyan Street in 
Yerevan an accommodating 
an international clientele with 
bilingual tours in English and 
Russian. Most of my tours went 
with Hyur and I could not have 
been happier with their service. 
A relaxed attitude runs through 
the operation, the operators 
acting more as drivers than 
guides (though they narrate 
throughout the journey) and 
travelers are allowed to become 
acquainted and then wander on 
their own upon arriving at the 
destination. 

The  j ourney  t o  Sevan 
brought us into Gegharkunik 
Province where Lake Sevan 
lays stretched across like a 
mighty blue monarch support-
ing the monasteries above. 
Seeing the body of water was a 
reminder of my relative close-
ness to Greece as, seen from 
the Peninsula, the Lake has 
the tenants of a Mediterranean 
port. Overlooking the Lake is 
Sevanavank Monastery, a 9th 
century building founded by 
the daughter of King Ashot I, 
that preserved the art of hand-
written texts well into the 19th 
century. In the mid-20th cen-
tury, a drainage process was 
begun on Lake Sevan and the 
water fell by some 20 meters, 

The Respectful Way ®

� ST. MICHAEL 
CEMETERY if CREMATORY

• I • 

Com,m,unity Mausoleum, 

500 Canterbury Street      Boston, MA 02131
p: 617.524.1036   p: 800.947.5008    f: 617.522.4646

info@stmichaelcemetery.com  www.stmichaelcemetery.com

Run date: 10/17/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P5062EA

Estate of
GEORGE PAPADAKIS

Date of Death: August 04, 2025
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 

Intestacy and Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by Niki 
Styliades Papadakis of Cambridge, MA  
requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Niki Styliades 
Papadakis of Cambridge, MA  be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) of said estate  
to serve Without Surety on the bond in  
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 11/07/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 10, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

NORTH E
PRINTING

Quality Printing
for all your

Commercial and Personal Needs
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Announcements • Business Forms and Documents

5 PRINCE STREET • NORTH END • BOSTON, MA 02113

617-227-8929
— COMPETITIVE PRICES —

Owned and operated by Pamela Donnaruma, Publisher, Post-Gazette

ND

Your Ad 
Could Go 

Here
For information 

about advertising in  

the Post-Gazette, 

call 617-227-8929.
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EXTRA Innings
by Sal Giarratani

LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given by D & G Towing and 
Auto Repair Services, Inc., 2 Emery Road, 
Allston, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass 
General Laws, Chapter 255, Section 39A,  
that they will sell the following vehicle(s) on 
October 27, 2025 beginning at 10:00 AM 
by public if no sale then by private sale to 
satisfy their garage keeper’s lien for towing, 
storage, and notices of sale. The following  
motor vehicle(s) will be sold, “as is” condition, 
no keys.

Vehicles are being stored at
D & G Towing and Auto Repair Services, Inc.

and may be viewed by appointment only.
Signed

D & G Towing
Run dates: 10/10, 10/17, 10/24/2025

NOTICE OF SALE

2007 TOYOTA PRIUS 
VIN #: JTDKB20U473242655

2012 SUBARU LEGACY 
VIN #: 4S3BMDL65C2004798

2011 FORD FIESTA 
VIN #: 3FADP4AJ1BM238229

2008 CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER 
VIN #: 1GNDT13S282154048

2021 HONDA CRV 
VIN #: 7FARW2H82ME000539

2016 MERCEDES-BENZ C-CLASS 
VIN #: 55SWF4KB2GU115689

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston 
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after November 03, 
2025 by public or private sale to sat-
isfy a lien for towing, storage, and all 
other fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 10/10, 10/17, 10/24/2025

2010 YAMAHA YZF-R1 
Vin #JYARN23E3AA007141
2006 TOYOTA COROLLA 
Vin #2T1BR32E96C599147

2020 HONDA CRV 
Vin #2HKRW2H92LH637046
2011 TOYOTA COROLLA 

Vin #2T1BU4EE3BC554490
2006 CHRYSLER PACIFICA 
Vin #2A4GM48496R605791

2004 FORD RANGER 
Vin #1FTZR15EX4PA09163

2004 TOYOTA SIENNA 
Vin #5TDZA23C64S216167

2002 LEXUS LS 
Vin #JTHBN30F220075526

2011 CHRYSLER  
TOWN & COUNTRY 

Vin #2A4RR8DG3BR781229

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston 
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after October 27, 2025 
by public or private sale to satisfy a 
lien for towing, storage, and all other 
fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com
Run dates: 10/03, 10/10, 10/17/2025

2005 HYUNDAI ACCENT 
Vin #KMHCG45C55U598634

2004 FORD F250 
Vin #1FTNF21L24EC01285

2003 FORD F350 
Vin #1FTSF31L43EB97330

2009 CADILLAC CTS 
Vin #1G6DU57V690158542
2021 RAM PROMASTER 

Vin #3C6MRVJG3ME544531
2011 FORD ESCAPE 

Vin #1FMCU0DGXBKC17132
1994 FORD CF7000 

Vin #1FDWH70C9RVA43463
2015 KIA SORENTO 

Vin #5XYKT4A69FG656954
2005 MITSUBISHI FUSO FG639 

Vin #JL6DGM1E65K013191
2009 TOYOTA PRIUS 

Vin #JTDKB20U493538827

Run date: 10/17/2025

LEGAL NOTICE 
 Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P5203EA

Estate of
EMMA F. GAETA

Date of Death: June 08, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above  
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Debra Boyce of West Roxbury, MA.

Debra Boyce of West Roxbury, MA has 
been informally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under 
informal procedure by the Personal Represen-
tative under the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative and can 
petition the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

Run date: 10/17/2025

To all persons interested in the above 
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Orlando  J. Cossia Castiglioni of Boston, MA.

Orlando J. Cossia Castiglioni of Boston, 
MA has been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate to serve 
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under 
informal procedure by the Personal Representa-
tive under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be filed with 
the Court, but interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the administration from 
the Personal Representative and can petition 
the Court in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and expenses of 
administration. Interested parties are entitled to 
petition the Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal Representatives  
appointed under informal procedure. A copy  
of the Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Suffolk Division

Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street

Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

Docket No. SU25P1966EA
Estate of 

CONRAD LAWRENCE COSSIA 
CASTIGLIONI

Date of Death: June 07, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE 

Pujols Looks Like Lead Pick 
for Wayward Angels

It looks like the legendary 
slugger and future Hall of Famer 
Albert Pujols, 45, most likely 
will be managing the Angels 
this coming 2026 season now 
that the team said they weren’t 
picking up Ron Washington’s 
option for the season.

The 3-time National league 
MVP who hit 222 of his 703 
home runs across 10 seasons 
with the Angels, was a brutal 
one for the Angels which went 
72-90 and the team hasn’t had 
a winning season since 2015, 
so Pujols will be thrown into 
the fire. Back in 2015 Pujols 
smacked the team’s last post-
season homer.

Justin Verlander
Still Wants to Play But ...
There was a period this past 

season when Justin Verlander 
went 1-10 with a 4.55 ERA over 
22 starts for the Giants after 
getting knocked around by the 
Padres on August 21. He did 
start to rebound after that bad 
stretch but his ERA was almost 
3.50 and he is about to turn 43 
in February. He’ll be a free agent 
when this year’s World Series 
ends. Last time he was 265-157 
and he does want to pitch in 
2026. No way can he reach 300 

wins but he could get, maybe 
275 or around there.

Remembering
Mike Greenwell with

Succeeding Jimmy Rice
in Left Field

Mike Greenwell, who spent 
his entire 12 with the Red Sox 
in 1985 in the outfield, passed 
away last week at 62 years old. 
Greenwell announced in August 
that he had been diagnosed 
with Medullary Thyroid Cancer.

Drafted by the Red Sox in 
1982, he debuted with the 
‘85 Red Sox and was tasked 
with succeeding Jimmy Rice 
in left field. “The Gator” rose 
to the challenge, hitting .303, 
1,400 hits,275 doubles, 130 
homers and 726 RBI in over 
1,269 games. His first full sea-
son was 1987 when he played 
in 125 games and finishing 

Run date: 10/17/2025

LEGAL NOTICE 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street

Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

Docket No. SU25P2251PO
TRUST CITATION
In the matter of:

FRIEDA DIEHL PFEIFFER 
TRUST NUMBER 1

To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed by Fiduciary Trust 

Company of Boston, MA requesting Instruct 
the Trustee as to the proper interpretation of 
the Trust; Authorize the Trustee to administer 
the Trust pursuant to the Court’s instructions 
as to the proper interpretation of the trust; and, 
Enter a Decree and Order setting forth the in-
structions and authorization requested herein 
and order such other relief as the Court deems 
necessary and proper.

You have the right to obtain a copy of  
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the  
Court. You have a right to object to this  
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before 10:00 a.m.  
on November 12, 2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an Affidavit of Objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return date, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.
Witness, HON. JANINE D. RIVERS, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 08, 2025

Stephanie L. Everett, Esq., Register of Probate

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Run Date: 10/17/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25C1042CA

In the Matter of 
REJANE ALVES DE OLIVEIRA SMITH

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by Rejane Alves De Oliveira 
Smith of Winchester, MA requesting that the 
court enter a Decree changing their name to:  
Rejane Alves Smith.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 

of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of November 05, 2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you object 
to this proceeding. 
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court 

Date: October 08, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Run date: 10/17/2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court

10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801

(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI25P5245EA

Estate of
JANE WEGSCHEIDER HYMAN

Also Known As:
MARY JANE WEGSCHEIDER HYMAN

Date of Death: August 09, 2025
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with 

Appointment of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Neil M. Kerstein of Braintree, 
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Neil M. 
Kerstein of Braintree, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said estate  
to serve Without Surety on the bond in  
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.  
You have a right to object to this proceeding.  
To do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at this  
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 10/31/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from  
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 03, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

fourth in the Rookie of the Year. 
Greenwell was inducted into the 
Red Sox Hall of Fame in 2008.
MLB to Use Robot Umpires 
—  Danger Will Robinson
Robot umpires are getting 

called for the 2026 season. 
Major league Baseball’s 11-man 
competition committee have 
approved use of robotics next 
season. Let’s see how it works 
out. Not a fan of the Automated 
Ball/Strike System but willing 
to give it try.

Alomar Sr., Dead at 81

Sandy Almar Sr., an All-Star 
infielder during his playing days 
in the ’60s and ’70s ,who went 
on to coach and manage passed 
away recently at 81 in his native 
Puerto Rico. His sons Sandy 
Alomar Jr., and Hall of Famer 
Roberto Alomar played for their 
dad in Winter Ball.

Alomar Sr. broke into the 
big leagues in 1964 with the 
Braves, one of six teams he 
played for before calling it quits 
in 1978. He stole 227 bases 
with a career high of 39 in 1971 
when he also led the American 
league with 689 at-bats. In 
1976 he made the playoffs with 
the Yankees.

End Quote
A good hockey player plays 

where the puck is. A great 
hockey player plays where the 
puck is going.”

— Wayne Gretzky

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run dates:  10/17, 10/24, 10/31/2025

NOTICE OF SALE
Not ice is  hereby given by Stephens 
Automotive Transport, 60 Union Street, 
Medford, MA 02155, pursuant to the provisions 
of G.L.c.255 39A, that on November 01, 2025 
at 10AM, at said address, the following motor 
vehicle(s) will be sold, in as is condition, no 
keys, at public sale to satisfy our garage 
keeper’s lien thereon for towing, storage, and 
expenses of notice and sale:

2015 FORD FUSION, SILVER 
VIN # 3FA6P0G79FR160062

1999 TOYOTA COROLLA, BEIGE  
VIN # 2T1BR12E7XC120374
2005 FORD FOCUS, WHITE 
VIN # 1FAHP36N85W242600

2015 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN, 
BLACK 

VIN # 2C4RDGBG5FR551117
2008 TOYOTA PRIUS, SILVER 

VIN # JTDKB20U983349508
2006 BMW X5, BLACK 

VIN # 5UXFA13596LY35878
2010 NISSAN ALTIMA, BLACK  

VIN # 1N4AL2AP0AN528117
2006 HONDA CIVIC, BLUE 
VIN # 2HGFA16566H511427

2012 CHEVROLET CRUZE, SILVER 
VIN # 1G1PF5SCXC7357949

2002 DUCATI MONSTER, BLACK 
VIN # ZDM1RA3L22B008232

1981 YAMAHA XJ550, BLACK 
VIN # JYA5K5009BA005204

2023 JIAJUE MOPED, BLACK 
VIN # LLPVGBAK3P1020056

2008 ZHEJIANG MOPED, BLUE 
VIN # LBBTAAMT58B451987
2024 VITA MOPED, BLUE 

VIN # H0DTADFT6RX081172
2024 ZHILONG MOPED, BLACK 

VIN # HZ2TABGF7R1006533
2025 BAODIO MOPED, BLUE 

VIN # L2BB8BCH0SB114077

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 171 Boston 
Street, Salem, MA 01970, under  
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, will sell the following  
vehicles on or after November 10, 2025 
by public or private sale to satisfy a 
lien for towing, storage, and all other 
fees due.

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only. 
Please email for specific information 

info@todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 10/17, 10/24, 10/31/2025

2010 MAZDA MAZDA6 
Vin #1YVHZ8BH2A5M33490

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY 
#4T1BF3EK2BU603395

2015 CHEVROLET EQUINOX 
Vin #2GNFLHE36F6381596

2016 JEEP COMPASS 
Vin #1C4NJCEA2GD648190

2013 FORD FOCUS 
Vin #1FADP3K28DL237309

2009 FORD FOCUS 
Vin #1FAHP35N29W151359
2013 KAWASAKI NINJA 300 
Vin #JKAEX8A17DDA09085
2007 FORD FIVE HUNDRED 
Vin #1FAHP25117G163789
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by Richard Preiss

HOOPS and HOCKEY
IN THE HUB

If You Could Go Back in
Time…

Boxing        Ringside
WITH BOBBY FRANKLINWITH BOBBY FRANKLIN  

The other day, I was having a 
talk with a fellow boxing aficio-
nado, and this question came 
up: “If you could go back in time 
and be in attendance at any 
major fight in the 20th Century, 
which one would you choose?”

Of course, this is not an 
easy question to answer, so we 
decided to keep it confined to 
the heavyweight division. That 
would narrow it down a bit but 
still left quite a few to choose 
from.

My friend didn’t have to think 
for too long before coming up 
with an answer, but he was 
unable to limit his choice to 
just one bout. He picked the 
first Louis vs. Conn fight, the 
first Marciano vs Walcott match 
as well as the second Louis vs 
Schmeling bout. (He was actu-
ally at the first Frazier vs Ali 
bout, so that was not included). 
After a few seconds of thought I 
had to concur. 

Louis against Conn and 
Marciano going up against 
Walcott were both very exciting 
fights that encompassed great 
boxing skill along with dramatic 
endings. If you were there you 
wouldn’t have wanted to blink 
as you could very easily miss 
something.

Louis vs Schmeling II was also 
a great fight even in its brevity, 
but the buildup to the fight is 
what really added to the drama 
of the event. It was a global  
happening at a time when 
clouds of war were spreading 
across Europe and around the 
world. The forces of good and 
evil were being clearly defined, 
and Max and Joe were put in 
the position of representing the 
two extremes. It was unfair to 
the fighters, but this title fight 
transcended the sport and it 
was impossible to ignore the 
roles that awaited the men 
involved. 

Though the fight lasted just 
a just under two and a half 
minutes, the ferocity of Louis’s 
attack along with the skill he 
exhibited in executing it made 
it one of the greatest moments 
in all of sports history. The fact 
that the crowd was already 
wound up be the politics sur-
rounding the event created an 
atmosphere that fed into the 
drama.

In these three fights we see 
the different elements that can 
make a heavyweight title fight 
so alluring. Louis vs Schmeling 
was transcendental. While the 
other two were boxing at its 
very best. 

Conn landing on Louis

Louis standing over Schmeling

Marciano kayoing Walcott

With Walcott and Marciano 
you had the undefeated chal-
lenger going into the bout a 
slight favorite against the oldest 
ever at that time champion. 

At the opening bell Rocky was 
dropped to the canvas 
for the first time in his 
career. Walcott seemed 
to have his number 
and was ahead going 
into the 13th round. 
It was in that unlucky 
s t a n z a  ( u n l u c k y 
for Jersey Joe) that 
Marciano dramatically 
and suddenly kayoed 
the champ and won 
the title. 

Walcott had fought 
b r i l l i a n t l y  a n d 
Marciano had never 
lost confidence. When 
Rocky landed that 
devastating right it 

became an iconic moment in 
boxing history. Every fight fan 
has seen film of that moment 
over and over again. Just imag-
ine having been at ringside that 
night. 

But as much as the way the 
fight ended, it was also an 
incredible match from start to 
finish. Even if it had gone the 
full fifteen rounds, it would be 
remembered as one of the great-
est fights of all-time.

The first Louis vs Conn fight 
had some of the same dramatic 
elements but in a different way. 
Conn was the decided under-
dog when he stepped into the 
ring at the Polo Grounds that 
June Night in 1941. Louis 
outweighed him by 26 pounds 
officially, but many believe it 
was as much 30 pounds. 

Conn came out at the open-
ing bell looking nervous and 
even slipped to the canvas. But 
as the fight wore 
on, Billy gained in 
confidence and it 
began to look like 
an upset may be 
in the offing.

Going into the 
13th round Conn 
was leading on 
two score cards 
by 7-5 and 7-4 in 
rounds with the 
third card at 6-6. 
Conn would still 
have to win one 
of the last three 
rounds to become 
champion. 

The crowd was 
s e n s i n g  B i l l y 

would pull this off, especially 
after he finished the 12th round 
strongly. However, in another 
dramatic ending, Joe caught 
up with the Pittsburgh Kid and 
put him down for the count. 
Just as would happen later in 
the Walcott vs Marciano fight, 
the amazing finish came in the 
13th round.

As with the Marciano vs 
Walcott fight, even though this 
one also ended suddenly and 
dramatically, it would still be 
regarded as a great fight even if 
it had gone the limit. These were 
two all-time greats exhibiting 
skills that were beyond belief. 
They were the consummate 
professionals.

The Louis vs. Schmeling 
fight transcended boxing. The 
Conn vs Louis and Marciano 
vs Walcott were fights that 
intrigued boxing fans at the 
time but went on to become 
known throughout the culture. 
They all remembered by even 
the most casual of fan.

When pondering what fight 
you’d like to have been at, 
remember one thing, you’d be 
going back to see a match you 
already know the outcome to. 
What you have to imagine is 
what it would have been like 
to be there in that moment 
not knowing what was going 
to occur. 

As I think of these three 
fights, I have to think of not only 
the excitement in anticipating 
the first bell, but the multiple 
adrenalin surges that must 
have coursed through the bod-
ies off those who were there. I 
know I would not have gotten 
much sleep on any of those 
nights had I been there. I doubt 
I would have gotten much sleep 
for at least a week after.

Well, yes, they did leave town on a somewhat down note but there 
was a lot of good news through the Bruins first four games of the 
regular season.

The headliner, of course, was that this current group of Boston 
Bruins won its first three games right out of the box, banking six 
points to commence the start of the long 82-game regular season.

No one should minimize that or forget that accomplishment 
because come April, when berths in the Stanley Cup Playoffs are 
on the line, those six points could mean the difference between 
going to the sidelines for the spring or gaining a berth in the annual 
postseason tournament.

And since the only thing predictable about the Stanley Cup play-
offs is that they are unpredictable just gaining an admission ticket 
to the 16-team tournament can result in a potential two months of 
extended opportunities.

We recall a number of years ago when the Red Sox opened the 
season with six consecutive losses and wound up missing the MLB 
playoffs.

It turned out that just winning two of their first six games in April 
would have been enough for them to gain a playoff berth.

So yes, early games, which everyone seems to forget about as the 
season progresses, are important. Those six points that the Bruins 
earned with those three opening victories of the season are just as 
important as three wins in April when potential playoff berths are 
on the line.

Those early six points can’t be lost. They are guaranteed, unlike 
some financial investments which can lose their value over a period 
of time.

In addition, we liked the fact that the B’s won a couple of tight 
low scoring games. 

It was team president Cam Neely who stated at the opening-of-the- 
season press conference that the Bruins would have to win such 
games. The fact they went out and accomplished that within a week 
of his statement shows that there is a new dynamic on the team.

And yes, the Bruins lost to the Tampa Bay Lightning on Columbus 
Day ending the streak. But even in that defeat there were positives.

After falling behind 3-0 and later by 4-1, the Black and Gold 
fought back and made it a game, losing 4-3.

Overall, even goalie Jeremy Swayman seemed to play at a better 
level through the first several games compared to his showing on 
a number of nights last season. That is a real positive for the team 
since he is expected to carry the load in the nets once again this 
year — with one observer indicating he could be between the pipes 
for around 50 games over the course of the regular season.

The Bruins left the Garden for a three-game road trip out west 
(Las Vegas, Colorado and Utah), They will next play at the Garden 
on October 21 when they face Florida, with six of the next seven 
games to be played at the Garden. When the B’s skate off the ice 
after playing Carolina at the Garden on November 1 we will know 
a good deal more about how things are shaping up.

Meanwhile, one does not have to look too far to get a glimpse of 
potential future players on Causeway Street. A number of players 
on the roster of the Providence Bruins will undoubtedly come up 
to the Hub over the course of the season.

But there are potentially some future Bruins even closer than 
that. We refer to Boston College where six draft picks of the B’s are 
currently on the varsity roster. 

That group is led by forward James Hagens, who was selected 
in the first round (seventh overall) by the Bruins in the NHL Draft 
last spring. Hagens decided (with guidance from the B’s) to return 
to Chestnut Hill for his sophomore season. Last year, as a fresh-
man, he had 37 points (11 goals and 26 assists) in 37 games as 
BC made it to the NCAA playoffs, losing to Denver 3-1 in the finals 
of the Manchester Regional. 

The selection of Hagens by the Bruins meant that BC now has 
had at least one of its players selected in every NHL Draft for the 
past 30 years, extending the record set by the Eagles last year.

Others on the BC roster who also have been selected by the B’s 
include Will Moore (second round last spring), Dean Latourneau 
(first round, 2024) Kristian Kostadinski (seventh round, 2023) Oskar 
Jelivik (fifth round, 2021) and Andre Gasseau (seventh round, 2021). 
Five of the prospects are forwards. Kostadinski is a defenseman.

Some 91 former Hockey East players are on the rosters of National 
Hockey League teams, according to the Hockey East publicity office.

Each of the 32 NHL teams has at least one former Hockey East 
player on its roster with 25 teams having at least two.

Last season (2024-2025) 123 former Hockey East players 
appeared in at least one NHL game, They represented over one third 
of the 341 former NCAA players to play in the NHL last season. It 
was the fourth year in a row that more than 100 former Hockey 
East players saw action in the NHL. 

We have a certain admiration for the folks who are employed as 
statisticians by the NHL because of the numerical information they 
come up with.

For example, as of October 15, Sidney Crosby had put together 
255 multi-assist games in his career with the Pens. That ties him 
with former Bruins star defenseman Ray Bourque for ninth place 
on the NHL’s all-time list in that category.

And what teams have started the season playing the most con-
secutive games in which they scored five or more goals per contest? 
It turns out that the 2022-2023 Bruins started the season by scoring 
five or more goals in four straight games. That put them in a tie with 
the 1992-1993 Vancouver Canucks who also accomplished the feat.

Both Neely and Bruins GM Don Sweeney said before the first game 
that they were excited about the start of the season, its potential and 
how things could turn out in a positive way. So far, there are some 
early indications that there could be more positives than negatives

with this group.
As the season progresses the total picture will come into focus. 

Each game brings a new challenge and more information.


