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Effort to Repeal
Recreational Marijuana Use

One of Many Potential
2026 Massachusetts Ballot Questions

by Patti Sartori

Massachusetts voters may
have a number of ballot ques-
tions to vote on come the 2026
election cycle, including the
possible repeal of adult-use
recreational marijuana. The
State Election Division recently
certified over 78,000 signatures
supporting a petition called
“An Act to Restore A Sensible
Marijuana Policy.” The goal is to
roll back recreational cannabis
use while preserving medical
use.

According to Secretary of
State Bill Galvin’s office, in
2016, 53.7% of Massachusetts
voters voted in support of legal-
izing recreational marijuana.
An April 2024 Gallup Poll con-
ducted by MassInc Polling
Group showed 65% of respon-
dents felt legalizing marijuana
in Massachusetts was the “right
decision” and 22% said it was
the “wrong decision.”

This is just one of five poten-
tial ballot questions certified
by Galvin’s office, which each

petition requiring 74,574 certi-
fied signatures to proceed in
the process. Over 79,000 signa-
tures were certified supporting
a petition to implement an all-
party primary system in state
elections, along with a measure
that would allow people to both
register and vote on Election
Day. The Secretary’s office also
certified over 88,000 signa-
tures for a petition that would
legalize rent increase limits,
and almost 90,000 signatures
for one that would reduce the
Massachusetts state personal
income tax from 5% to 4%.

“In total, the Elections
Division received eleven ballot
question filings of significant
size by the December 3, 2025
filing deadline. The Division will
continue to process the remain-
ing six ballot questions ahead of
its January 7, 2026 deadline to
transfer qualifying petitions to
the Massachusetts Legislature.”
the Secretary’s office stated in a
press release.

News Briefs

by Sal Giarratani

move things forward.

Plan for Shattuck Hospital
Recovery Campus is Officially Dead

State officials confirmed December 12 that a
controversial plan to redevelop the Shattuck Hospital
campus that was put on pause in 2023 has now
been totally scrapped. A development team led by
Boston Medical Center won designation from the
Commonwealth’s Executive Office of Health and
Human Services (EOHHS) in June 2023 to transform
the site into a recovery campus, but faced fierce
resistance to the idea from residents and some elected
officials. By year’s end, the BMC-led team announced
that it would modify its plan to account for public
feedback, but never publicly resisted the matter. In
a statement shared with The Dorchester Reporter
on December 18, officials said that they worked to
refine the proposal based on community feedback
and funding available but they couldn’t find a way to

Now the question remains about those in-patient
Shattuck units? What happens to the move of those
units to the Menino Pavilion over on East Newton
Street in the Boston Medical Center Area? With BMC
pulling out of the Shattuck proposed recovery campus?

Democrats Shedding Religion

“The values, beliefs, morals and attitudes” of
“increasingly secular Democratic” conflict with
“Americans who remain religious in some capacity,”
observed The liberal Patriots John Halpin. He cited a
dramatic decline among Democrat voters from 2008-
2023. However, two thirds of the American people
overall remain religious, mostly “Christian.” Halprin
added that Democrats remain out of touch with a

(Continued on Page 11)

Swearing-in Ceremony for Mayor Wu
and the Boston City Council Set for January 5

The 2026 Boston Inauguration
Committee announced that the
City of Boston will host Mayor
Michelle Wu’s swearing in cer-
emony for her second term as
mayor on the first Monday of
the year in accordance with
the City Charter, on January
5th, 2026 at 10 a.m. The inau-
guration ceremony for Mayor
Michelle Wu and official oath
of office administered to the
Boston City Council will take

Mayor of Boston Michelle Wu

place at the historic Boston
Symphony Hall. Following the
ceremony, Mayor Michelle Wu
will host a series of community
events to take place across the
city, during the week of January
5, 2026 as an opportunity to
highlight and connect our city.

“Our mission is to make
Boston a home for everyone and
I’'m honored to continue to serve
our communities,” said Mayor
Michelle Wu.

Shoplifting Incidents Finally Taken Seriously

Shoplifting arrests are up
116% from last year and more
than 260% compared to the
five-year average according to
data shared by Boston Police
Commissioner Michael Cox.
From 2024 to 2025 shoplifting
arrests have more than doubled,
signaling not only the serious-
ness of the issue but also that
law enforcement higher ups
are finally taking control of the
situation.

At a recent CompState meet-
ing, Commissioner Cox said
shoplifting is “an issue in our
city. Our officers in every dis-
trict are now trying to reach out
to the business community to
be as responsive as possible.
We need to hear from you.”
The Commissioner and Suffolk
County District Attorney Kevin
Hayden believe the increase in
arrests are due to higher lev-
els of reporting and stronger

by Patti Sartori

enforcement, as city and county
officials make shoplifting a
higher priority.

“We fully anticipated an
increase in shoplifting arrests
and prosecutions because of
the targeted police operations
as part of the Safe Shopping
Initiative, which is a combined
effort of the city, police depart-
ment, DA’s office and businesses
to increase shoplifting enforce-
ment. As with any enhanced
enforcement operation, when
there’s greater focus on a partic-
ular crime category there’s going
to be an increase in arrests and
prosecutions. Increased report-
ing by our retail partners is
also a likely factor,” said Suffolk
County DA spokesperson James
Borghesani.

The issue isn’t limited strictly
to Boston, and is in fact happen-
ing in many major urban areas
across the country, Retailers

Association of Massachusetts
Jon Hurst is pleased to hear
that everyone is now considering
this issue an important one, and
doesn’t believe the shoplifting
incidents have increased, but
rather it’s the enforcement of
the crime.

A survey from the National
Retail Federation showed busi-
nesses around the U.S. noticed
an increase in shoplifting inci-
dents from 2023 to 2024, along
with a 17% bump in incidents
that included a threat or act of
violence. The majority of the sur-
veyed companies acknowledged
they report less than half of their
shoplifting incidents, due to lack
of enforcement.

In the Boston area, “everyone
from law enforcement to elected
officials to the retailers them-
selves are taking this much more
seriously and actually looking at
enforcing the law,” stated Hurst.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu
Thanks Somalisfor City’s Achievement

Mayor Wu spoke out last week
at a solidarity rally with the
Somali-American community
supporting the Somali commu-
nity in Boston stating, “You can-
not talk about any achievement
that the City of Boston has had
in safety, jobs, and economic
development, in education,
without talking about the Somali
community that has lifted our
city up. We are proud and we
are grateful for our Somali
community and for our Somali
American neighbors. Boston and
the country are clear that hate
has no place in our society.”

Wu’s comments were in
response to a report that fed-
eral officials pulled Somali-
Americans out of line at a
naturalization ceremony at
Faneuil Hall along with Federal
prosecutors in Minnesota charg-
ing 92 defendants in a number of

by Patti Sartori

social fraud schemes, with 82 of
those being Somali Americans,
many of whom stole more than
$300 million from the Federal
Nutrition Program through the
Minnesota-based non-profit
Feeding Our Future.

Many Democratic elected
officials, locally and nationally,
have defended the Somalis
while expressing outrage at
the Trump administration for
strengthening their deportation
efforts in Somali communities.
The Mayor’s comments received
strong backlash from those
who argued that her statement
minimized the historical con-
tributions of many other ethnic
groups, including Italians and
Irish, that laid the groundwork
in building Boston over the
past century, and dating back
250 years to the American
revolution.

Critics were quick to label the
comments “ideological pander-
ing” and questioned specific,
historical achievements ref-
erenced by Mayor Wu while
her supporters defended the
comments as proof of Boston’s
evolving demographics and the
important modern contribu-
tions of the approximate 8,000
Somali Americans who reside in
Greater Boston.

The back and forth high-
lighted the ongoing tensions
surrounding Boston’s immi-
gration policy, as Mayor Wu
has previously defied fed-
eral officials, including the
Department of Justice, over
Boston’s “sanctuary city” poli-
cies, as defendants have insinu-
ated the backlash against the
Somali community stems from
hate and fear of immigration
success.
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Greek mythology tells
us that the Muses were
originally the nymphs of
springs, whose waters
gave inspiration to all
who bathed in them.
One of these springs
was called Castalia. It
was a celebrated place
on Mount Parnassus
(southern Greece),
where a high priestess
of Apollo was accus-
tomed to bathe.

The early history of
Greek poetry and music
includes many legends
about the Muses, those
goddesses of song in
general. Later, as folk-
lore developed, they
became representatives
of the various kinds
of arts, sciences, and
poetry. Homer, the tra-
ditional poet of ancient
Greece, sang of the
Muses dwelling on
Mount Olympus and
singing to the lyre of

MUSAE (The Muses)

(she that rejoices in
the dance), the Muse of
dancing. She is iden-
tified by her lyre; 7.
Erato (the lovely one),
The Muse of erotic
poetry. She is usually
shown holding a small
lyre; 8. Polymnia or
Polyhymnia (she that
is rich in hymns), the
Muse of serious sacred
songs. She is usually
represented veiled and
pensive. Lastly, there
was 9. Urania (the
heavenly). She is the
Muse of astronomy that
holds a celestial globe.

General belief held
that the favorite haunts
of the Muses were cer-
tain springs located
at the foot of Mount
Parnassus, a mountain
in southern Greece.
All of the Muses were
usually represented as
virgin goddesses with
long garments and a

Apollo during the meals
of the gods. Hesiod,
who gave us the first
genealogy of the gods
referred to the Muses as the
nine daughters of Zeus. He
listed them as 1. Calliope (she
of the fair voice); the Muse of
epic poetry and eloquence, the
noblest of them all. She is usu-
ally shown with a wax tablet;
2. Clio (she that extols), the
Muse of history who is usually
represented holding a scroll;
3. Euterpe (she that gladdens),

Thalia, Roman sculpture, 2°¢ century CE; in
the Pio-Clementino Museum, Vatican City.

the Muse of lyrical song. She
usually holds a double flute;
4. Thalia (she that flourishes),
the Muse of comedy and bucolic
(rustic) poetry. She is usually
shown holding a comic mask,
ivy wreath, and a shepherd’s
staff; 5. Melpomene (she that
sings), the Muse of tragedy that
is identified by the tragic mask
that she holds; 6. Terpsichore

cloak. Musical con-
tests were held in their
honor every five years.
Athenians sacrificed
to them in schools, while the
ancient Spartans did so before
a battle. The god Apollo was
looked upon as their leader,
with whom they shared knowl-
edge of the past, the present,
and the future. They also glad-
dened the hearts of men and
gods with their music.
NEXT WEEK:
Museum

How Much Does
The American Dream Actually Cost?

Is the American
Dream still alive and
attainable? It’s a ques-
tion many are now
asking themselves. In
theory it is still viable,
but at what price? It’s
now believed to cost
$5 million over a life-
time to fund eight key
aspects of the Ameri-
can dream, including
homeownership and
raising children. In a
recent survey conducted in
September, 2025 by the fi-
nancial Journalism set asked
1,263 adults to identify goals

they associate with the Ameri-
can dream.

These are the 8 aspira-
tions: Retiring in comfort
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(86%), Affording
quality health care
(86%), Owning a
home (85%), Rais-
ing a family (78%),
Owning a new car
(72%), Taking a va-
cation every year
(71%), Caring for
pets (66%), and
having a wedding

(55%).
The report
tabulated the

lifetime costs of each goal,
using data from federal
agencies, think tanks and
industry groups. The following
are the costs associated with
achieving each lifetime goal,
from largest to smallest;
Retirement $1.6 million,
Owning a home $957,594,
Owning a new car $900,346,
Raising two children and
paying for college $876,092,
Health care $414,208,
Annual vacations $180,621,
Pets $39,381 and hosting a
wedding $38,200.

Add them up and you have
a lifetime cost of $5,043,323
to achieve the American
dream, which is a hefty sum,
considering the average
American college graduate
with a bachelor’s degree earns
approximately $2.8 million
over a career.

Polling into the Future

In 1998, Gallup Polling and USA Today
were looking into the future, 2025 to be
exact. Bill Clinton was President of the
United States and facing impeach-
ment proceedings, the movie Titanic
was cleaning up at the Oscars and
most homes still used landlines. Gallup
Polls and USA Today decided to conduct
a survey by calling 1,055 Americans on those landlines and
asked them for their best predictions about a year well into the
future; 2025.

Those predictions are now forever memorialized in the polling
archives kept by the Roper Center at Cornell University, in New
York. With 2025, just slightly past us, let’s take a look at how
some of the predictions fared. Some were right on target, with most
Americans predicting that over the next 27 years the country would
elect a Black president, legalize gay marriage as it became com-
monplace and that a “deadly new disease” would have emerged.

Other predictions never quite panned out with approximately
two-thirds of Americans believing the country would have elected
a female president by now, and more than half expected a cure for
cancer and another 61% thought it would be routine for people
to live to 100 years old.

Other topics and results touched upon during the poll showed
nearly 8 in 10 expected Americans in the future to have less
personal privacy and 56% thought they would experience less
personal freedom. Most also expected higher crime rates, poorer
environmental quality, lower moral values and 71% said it would
be harder to raise children to be good people. Many believed race
relations would improve and medical care would be more avail-
able, if less affordable.

Gallup is still a top pollster, albeit without the use of landlines,
but we can still get a sense of how Americans viewed the overall
outlook of the country twenty-seven years ago. In the fall of 1998,
approximately 60% of Americans said they were satisfied with the
way things were going in the U.S., today that number stands at 24%.

What arethe
10 Most Danger ous Jobs
In America Today?

What are the most backbreaking jobs in America today. Resume
Genius ranked the 10 most hazardous U.S. jobs in 2025 by fatal-
ity rates and salaries, and GoBankingRates analyzed whether the
reward outweighs the danger.

Number 1 is Garbage Collector, medium salary of $48,350.
Garbage collectors have one of the highest fatality rates at 41.4
but the lowest median salary. Number 2 is Logging Worker, median
salary of $49,540. Cutting down trees comes with inherent dan-
ger, all for a salary that’s not even $50K annually. Number 3 is a
roofer, median salary of $50,970. Roofers often suffer significant
fatalities and injuries on the job, so the financial compensation
may not compensate for the continuous risks.

Number 4 is a truck driver, median salary $57,440. A trucker
hauling 70 plus hour work weeks for a gross pay of $57,000 has
no time and very high accident risk. Number 5 is a firefighter,
median salary $59,530. It’s a noble and heroic profession, but some
may question if it’s worth putting themselves at risk for less than
$60,000 per year. Number 6 is Iron and Steel Workers, median
salary $61,940. Salary is fairly middle of the road, depending on
the cost of living and where they are located. It requires special-
ized training in order to perform the tasks.

Number 7 are police/detective careers, median salary $77,270.
Law Enforcement officers face dangerous circumstances each day,
but is believed to be well worth the money. While officers deal
with high-risk situations the combination of good pay and good
retirement benefits help compensate for the danger. Number 8 is
Farm Manager, median salary $87,980. Farmers feed the world
with a level of financial compensation that reflects the required
level of management expertise.

Number 9 is Electrical Power Line Technician, median salary
$92,560. An electrical power line technician makes just under six
figures, though the risk factors are pretty high and a relatively low
fatality rate of 18.4 per 100,000 workers. Number 10 is an airline
Pilot, median salary $198,100. In most cases the Captains are paid
very handsomely for their work amongst the clouds, but not also
reflects the enormous responsibility and expertise demanded of
the role, making it well worth the value.

Each of these occupations are instrumental to our society, and
the everyday lives of Americans. We are all grateful to each and
every one who shows up to ensure are cities and towns are kept
clean, we have roofs over our heads, we have food on our tables
and we are kept safe. Thank you for all you do!
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Barbara Ann (Langone)
Sutera, formerly of Boston’s
North End, passed away
peacefully surrounded by
the love of her family on
December 28, 2025.

A devoted wife,
mother, grandmother and
cherished friend, Barbara
lived a life rooted in family,
faith, and community. She
was born on April 23,
1947 and raised in the
North End of Boston, the
daughter of Frederick C. Langone and
Aurora L. (Gatto) Langone. She attended
St. John’s School in the North End and
graduated from Mt. St. Joseph Academy, class
of 1965. Barbara was married for 57 years
to her beloved husband, Carl M. Sutera, her
childhood sweetheart, with whom she shared
a lifetime of love, partnership, and memories.
Together, they built a strong and caring family
that was the center of Barbara’s world.

She was a proud and devoted mother
to her children and six grandsons, who
were the greatest joys of her life. Barbara
is survived by her son Mark and wife
Sara Sutera, daughter Lea and her late
husband Steven Woodward and grandsons
Alessandro, Griffin, Luciano, Tucker, Camden

\ ‘May She Rest in Peace /

and Giovani and sister
Lorraine (Langone)
Passacantilli. Barbara’s
warmth, generosity, and
unwavering support
shaped her family and
touched all who knew her.

Born and raised in
Boston’s historic North
End, Barbara carried her
Italian traditions, values,
and close-knit spirit
throughout her life. Most
notably, she is known for
her delicious pizza, pumpkin bread and lemon
cookies, and always made sure you were fully
fed if you were visiting her home. She truly
enjoyed spending time with her friends and
family and loved to shop! Her favorite places
are TJ Maxx, Marshalls, and HomeGoods, and
she was always looking for a bargain.

She will be remembered for her kindness,
strength, and the deep love she gave so freely
to her family and friends. Barbara’s memory
will live on in the hearts of all who were
blessed to know her.

The family will receive visitors on Friday,
January 2, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
at St. Leonard Church in the North End, 320
Hanover Street, Boston, MA. A Memorial
Mass will be celebrated at 10:00 a.m.

North End Businesses
Set Festive Atmosphere

e
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Wherever you turned one couldn’t help but
notice the ornate Christmas and holiday decora-
tions adorning business and agency fronts and
windows throughout the neighborhood. It was
wonderful to see the community shine so brightly
during the Christmas and New Year Season,
offering festive backdrops for photos and self-
ies. It was reminiscent of years gone by and was
greatly appreciated by all who passed by.
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L’ Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore
La Befana and the Witchy, Wacky Close to Christmas

by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz

If we were only to take a quick
glance around us, the Christmas
season appears to basically
have finished. Scraggly trees
stand forlornly next to dump-
sters and dusty ornaments once
again occupy shelf space in
the closet. Dwindling leftovers
and stale cookie crumbs speak
of the great holiday feasts
the previous week. However,
according to both religious
and folkloric calendars, we
are still in the midst of the
Christmas season! Christmas
lasts for twelve days, up until
January 6%, which is the feast
of the Epiphany. In Italy, the
Epiphany, or la Epifania, is a
significant holiday with tra-
ditions that equal those of
Christmas Eve. An ancient feast
day, the Epiphany honors the
visit of the Three Magi to Baby
Jesus. On the eve of this holi-
day, Italian children excitedly
head to sleep, knowing that in
the morning they will find their
stockings full of presents from
La Befana, Italy’s premiere gift-
bringer. Along with the arrival
of La Befana, the Epiphany also
ushers in the Carnival season,
a joyous time of mischief which
paves the way for spring. With
its appealing imagery of magical
witches and playful silliness,
the Italian Epiphany bursts
with unique and fascinating
customs.

Nowadays, [talian children
receive presents on Christmas
from Babbo Natale, or Santa
Claus. However, La Befana
has still retained her status as
Italy’s most famous folk figure
and favorite gift-bringer. Who
exactly, then, is this mysterious
character? La Befana, whose
name derives from a corruption
of the word “Epifania,” is a fairy-
like witch who, like her male
counterpart, drops presents in
the stockings of good children
while leaving behind coal for
the naughty. She is typically

depicted as an old woman in
ragged clothes mounted on
a broomstick. A well-known
legend explains La Befana’s
connection to the Biblical story
of the Epiphany. According to
this folktale, La Befana was
sweeping her house when the
Three Magi approached her,
inviting her to accompany them
on their way to find Baby Jesus.
La Befana initially declined,
saying she was too busy with
her cleaning. However, she
later changed her mind and
hopped on her broomstick, fly-
ing through the sky in an effort
to find the Magi. Unfortunately,
she was never able to locate
them, and still soars through
the air with her broom to this
day, depositing presents for
children as she continues to
search for Baby Jesus and the
Magi. When I was a little girl,
I was frightened of La Befana,
whose stern and haggard coun-
tenance formed a sharp divide
to the jolly and merry-faced
Santa Claus. My apprehension
was amplified by the haunting
traditional melody my grand-
mother sang, which intoned:
“La Befana vien di notte/ Con le
scarpe tutte rotte/ Col vestito a la
Romana/ Viva, viva La Befana!”
(Translation: “La Befana comes
at night/With her shoes all
broken/Dressed in the Roman
style/Long live La Befanal”).
However, I now love La Befana
for her powerful symbolism
of feminine strength and her
unique sense of magic. Many
scholars believe that the figure
of La Befana originated from old
folk goddesses who oversaw the
transition from winter to spring,
which intensifies her cultural
significance.

As a matter of fact, the
Epiphany as a whole functions
as a threshold to the arrival of
spring. The winter solstice has
already passed, and the hours
of sunlight slowly lengthen.
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The sapphire-blue skies and
golden sunsets of these mid-
winter evenings instill in me an
excitement over the turning of
the yearly cycle. Though we can
of course expect more months
of snow and cold, the promise
of spring now unfolds quietly
before us. The Epiphany ends
the Christmas season, as is
evident in an Italian dictum
which proclaims: “La Epifania
tutte le feste le porta via” (“The
Epiphany sweeps all the feasts
away”). However, the Epiphany
does introduce another season,
that of Carnival. Carnival, the
precursor to Lent and Easter,
extends from the Epiphany to
Mardi Gras, or the Tuesday
before Ash Wednesday. As
such, Carnival serves as a
spring festival, a herald to the
still far-off feast of Easter. All
over the world, people bake King
Cakes on Twelfth Night, or the
eve of the Epiphany. King Cakes
are breads made specifically
for the Epiphany and Carnival
season, with variations differ-
ing worldwide. In France, King
Cakes contain a flaky crust
and an almond frangipane fill-
ing. Spanish King Cakes are
adorned with candied fruit.
Louisiana-style King Cakes are
ring-shaped, with a cinnamon-
sugar swirl inside and a color-
ful topping. I make this kind of
King Cake every Twelfth Night,
decorating it with the traditional
Carnival colors of green, purple,
and yellow. I follow the folk cus-
tom of hiding a chickpea inside
the cake — whoever finds it will
receive good luck in the com-
ing year! With such a cheerful
dessert promising good times
ahead, the revelry of Carnival
can officially begin!

Though the Twelve Days of
Christmas are nearing their
close, the celebrations do not
have to end. The Epiphany
provides us with ample ways
to bring more festivity into our
lives. We honor the arrival of
La Befana, the magical witch
who fills children’s stockings
with presents under the cover
of night, who symbolizes the
ancient strength and power of
women while also ushering the
change of the seasons. We can
celebrate Carnival, that long
welcome to spring that fills our
days with color and laughter.
As the Christmas season yields
its way to the bright new days
of January, we should always
maintain our childlike wonder
and our love for the magic
and mysteries of Mother Earth
inside us. So let us get ready
for La Befana, for she lights our
path to a joyful season of hope
and promise!

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz
is a high school history teacher.
She appreciates any comments
and suggestions about Italian
holidays and folklore at
adicenso89@gmail.com.
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And Yet Another Year Begins

I find it difficult to believe that we are about to begin the year
2026. In this year my little girl Nealie will be turning 40 years old.
Seems incredible how much life I have lived thus far. I am sure
many out there right now reading this feel the same way as me.

Once I was so young with the whole world in front of me to mas-
ter. Well, I did master some stuff but not enough it seems. Health
wise over all, [ am doing quite well. Though in the last few years,
I've noticed my guardian angel must be getting older too. His job
I thought was simply KEEP ME SAFE but lately I've been falling.
The good thing is I keep getting back up and I’'m thinking my angel
must be taking too many sick days off these past couple of years

In the last couple of years I started using black ash in my hair
to make the color look darker and me younger. I have always had
hair and lots of it like my dad once did. Then it turned salt and
pepper before the pepper ran off on me. So I played with the black
ash for a while. I've come to my senses. Living life isn’t about the
right hair color. It is about having fun, living your life is about
enjoying life and making the best of it. Which I think I do well.

In a few months I will hit another birthday and one more candle
on the cake. I never worry about getting old because I am not there
yet. When my mother was younger, she never told her age but as
she aged, she was proud of how long she had lived and she told me
her secret of living life. You’re never old until your next birthday
and next birthday and next birthday. She was forever young and
when she passed it was still before her next birthday.

I just got my new warranty on life and I plan to use everything I
do wisely and with as much fun as possible too. You do the same.
Oh, and remember when you go out walking, never let the sidewalk
hit your face. HAPPY NEW YEAR USE IT WELL.

Bourbon Lovers
Beware!

Bourbon lovers better prepare to stock up
one of the most popular brands. Bourbon
maker Jim Beam is stopping production
at one of its distilleries in Kentucky for at

least a year as the whiskey industry deals
with a slump in demand for a product

that requires at least 4 years of aging
in barrels before it’s ready to be
bottled.

Jim Beam spokesman said the
decision to pause Bourbon making
at its Clermont location in 2026 will
allow the company an opportunity

to invest in improvements at the
distillery. The bottling and warehouse
at the site will remain open, along
with the James B. Beam Distilling Co.
visitors center and restaurant.
The company’s larger distillery in

Boston, Kentucky, will continue to
operate. “We are always assessing production levels to best
meet consumer demand,” the company said in a statement, adding
they have been speaking with the distillery’s union to determine
if there will be layoffs or other reductions.

Whiskey makers are dealing with tariffs from the Trump
administration and arguments over proposed tariffs in Europe
and Canada, where a boycott started after the administration
suggested annexing Canada into the United States. Exports of
American spirits fell 9% in the second quarter of 2025 compared to
the previous year, according to the Distilled Spirits Council of the
United States, The most severe drop came from U.S. spirits exports
to Canada, which fell 85% in the April through June quarter.

Bourbon production has boomed in recent years. As of January
2025 there were approximately 16 million barrels of bourbon aging
in Kentucky warehouses, more than triple the amount 15 years
ago, according to the Kentucky Distillers’ Association.

Recent sales figures show Americans are drinking less than they
have in decades. Approximately 95% of all bourbon made in the
U.S. comes from Kentucky. The trade group estimated the industry
supports more than 23,000 jobs and $2.2 billion to the state.

Photo Submission Guidelines

Photos submitted for publication should have
a minimum resolution of 150 dpi (or ppi),
300 dpi for best results. Photos taken with
camera phones are typically only 72 dpi
and will be too grainy to print. If taking
photos for a submission, please use a
digital camera. If supplying existing photos,
please submit a high-quality print

for scanning.
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Santa’s Helpers

St. Agrippina’s membership held its 30" annual
Christmas Program for North End children on Sunday
December 14th. The program once again, was a huge
success! Santa Claus arrived at St. Agrippina’s Chapel
via fire engine with plenty of toys for all the good boys
and girls. There were many families anxiously waiting for
his arrival, while holiday music played. Santa Claus took
an individual picture with each child, gave him or her an
age-appropriate gift, a balloon and a gift bag filled with
school supplies and candy treats for many children. The
Boston Celtics Dancers made a special guest appearance
to help Santa Claus! A very merry good time was had by
everyone that attended.

The membership would like to thank the following for
their continued support of the program. The VFW Post 144
North End, Bencotto Restaurant, Mikes Pastry, Umberto’s
Pizzeria, North End Fire Station, Ballons Over Boston, Hill
Side Press and The Boston Celtics.

The membership of St. Agrippina’s Society is very proud
of our annual Christmas Program for North End Children.
Our membership would like to wish everyone a safe and
happy holiday. We thank everyone for their participa-
tion and we look forward to seeing everyone at our next
annual feast.

Santas arrival

umbria

Italian steakhouse

& mia

ROOF DECK

Bricco Trattoria Il Panino

Boutique ItalianCuisine Boston’s 1st Original Trattoria
241 Hanover St. « 617.248.6800 11 Parmenter St. » 617.720.1336
- .
Maré Assaggio
Seafood & Oyster Bar Positano Cuisine Restaurant ¢ Lounge
223 Hanover St., 3 Mechanic St. « 617.723.MARE 29 Prince St. Boston « 617-865-1265
Quattro Umbria
Grill, Rosticceria & Pizzeria Steakhouse & mia Roof Deck
266 Hanover St. 617.720.0444 250 Hanover St. « 617-868-1265
AquaPazza Dolce
Oyster Bar & Italian Kitchen Italian Cafe with 33 Flavors of Tiramisu
135 Richmond St. « 857-350-3105 272 Hanover St.

A

Figalalli Frank and Hick"s Glarding

Department of Transportation
Recognizes Long-Time Employee

JOHN ROMANO

The Massachusetts
Department of Transportation
(DOT) presented Legislative
Affairs Manager John
Romano with a Certificate of
Achievement Performance at
their December 2025 Board
Meeting. John is an exceptional
employee whose experience
and decisive judgement consis-
tently elevates the work of the
Highway Department. From
the closures of the Sumner
Tunnel to bridge projects,
street-calming initiatives, lane
changes, culvert work, and
emergency detours, many have
benefited from John’s foresight
during the planning process,
especially his ability to anticipate who needs to be informed and
when. The DOT is very fortunate to have JR leading their outreach
efforts with such skill and enthusiasm. Congratulations!

NORTH SQUARE —
Decorated for the Holidays

Anna White, general manager of Ciao Roma and Tina Busa,
longtime resident and NEWRA member, teamed up to bring holiday
trimmings and lights to North Square. While Anna supplied the
decorations, Tina and her installation team — Cheryl Delgreco,
Sean Sanger, Jeremy Angier and Michael Dean, adorned the
Square with garland, wreaths, bows and lights. Mamma Maria’s
also contributed lighting.

The team looks forward to supporting plans for North Square
as our neighborhood gets ready to celebrate our nation’s 250th
anniversary.

John Romano, DOT Legislative
Affairs Manager receives a
Certificate of Achievement
Performance at the December
2025 Board Meeting.

5 -‘“.._:J' o
Historic North Square in the heart of Boston’s North End is

festively decorated for the 2025 Christmas Season.
(Photo by Rosario Scabin, Ross Photography)
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Pirandello Lyceum President
Spreading Holiday Cheer
with Music

LALA’s Ora mountain, Sande Young, Virginia Papa Gardner,
Genia McDonough, and Louise Civetti

This time of year, in her free time Virginia Papa Gardner,
President of the Pirandello Lyceum can be found singing and
dancing in holiday cheer. Virginia is one of three founders along
with Sande Young and Ora Mountain of the LALA’s singing group.

The LALA’s visit seniors and veterans and sing and dance the
afternoon away. Joining the LALA’s is guitarist and lead singer,
Kevin MacNamara, Louise Civetti, Bob Doherty and Genia
MacDonough. Joy, music and magic fill the air.

The LALA’s are grateful for the opportunity to bring happiness
and joy to many people who may be alone for the holidays. Virginia
said, I love this time of year when we can sing traditional Christmas
Carols and everyone sings along with us. This particular day they
spent time at the Stone Senior Living in Newton.

On Sale Now!

THE NORTH END

Where It All Began
The Way It Was
by Fred Langone

SALE PRICE

$19.95
Plus Shipping & Handling

On Site at
The Post-Gazette
5 Prince Street, North End, Boston, MA

It was a full BPD and community gathering for the North End Coffee with a cop at Caffe Dello
Sport on Hanover Street.

Area A-1 Boston Police
Officers joined North End neigh-
bors for coffee and conversation
last week at Caffe Dello Sport
on Hanover Street. There were
no speeches, just an informal
opportunity to ask questions,
discuss neighborhood concerns
and strengthen relationships
between the Boston Police
Department (BPD), residents
and businesses.

Thank you to Captain Driscoll
and other BPD personnel for
keeping the lines of commu-
nication open, and a special
note of gratitude to the North
End Community Service Officer
Michael Mustacchio for partici-
pating in the many community
events and meetings.

District 1 Boston City Councilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata
(Center) with Boston Police Officers enjoying coffee with a
cop in the North End.

A perfect opportunity to share holiday
cheer between Area A-1 BPD and North End
neighbors.

Area A-1 Police Officers taking a short break to
chat at the 2025 North End Coffee with a Cop.

EAST BOSTON'’S
Best Christmas

Window Display Awards

The East Boston Chamber of
Commerce presented the winners
of its annual Window Decorating
Contest “Deck the Windows” with
certificates and awards at their
respective locations.

First place award went to Bono
Restaurant and Catering at 271
Meridian Street;

Second place award went to
Spinelli’s Pasta and Pastry Shop at
282 Bennington Street; and

Third place award went to
Century 21 Mario Real Estate at
620 Bennington Street.

). _‘13

Congratulations and Thank You
to these and all the businesses
that work hard to beautify our
community.

FIRST PLACE — BONO RESTAURANT AND
CATERING — Fernando Rosas and crew/family

SECOND PLACE — SPINELLI’S PASTA —
Celeste Ribeiro Hewitt, Matt Roberto, and
Chamber’s President Shirley Fabbo

ESTATE — Maryann Zaluski
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Yesterday & Today

A COLUMN OF PAST AND CURRENT EVENTS
by Bennett Molinari & Richard Molinari

Francois-Auguste-René Rodin

Francois-Auguste-René Rodin was
born in Paris on November 12, 1840
to Jean-Baptiste Rodin, a clerk with
the police department, and Marie
Cheffer Rodin. The family, which
also included Rodin’s sister Mariais
devoutly Catholic.

In 1854, after his early religious
schooling, Rodin attends the Petite
Ecole, a school specializing in the
arts and mathematics, where he
studies drawing and painting.

To earn money to help support his
family, Rodin takes a series of jobs
working for commercial decorators,
learning at the same time every facet of the sculptor’s craft. Rodin’s
beloved sister Maria dies, and in his grief, he decides to enter the
order of the Society of the Blessed Sacrament. However, by the fol-
lowing year, the founder of the order, Father Pierre-Julien Eymard,
advises Rodin to leave the order and pursue a career as a sculptor.

Rodin meets Rose Beuret in 1864. She is a twenty-four-year-old
seamstress who becomes his lifelong companion. Their stormy rela-
tionship inspires a number of the sculptor’s most dramatic works.

Rodin begins work in the studio of the successful sculptor
Albert-Ernest Carrier-Belleuse. During the six years Rodin assists
Carrier-Belleuse, his independent sculptural work is influenced
by his employer.

Rodin and Rose Beuret’s son, Auguste-Eugéne Beuret, is born on
January 18,1866. In 1870, Rodin enlists in the 158th Regiment
of the National Guard and attains the rank of corporal during the
Franco-Prussian War, but is soon discharged for nearsightedness

In 1871, Rodin joins his former employer Carrier-Belleuse in
Brussels; Rose arrives the following year. In Brussels, Rodin enters
a partnership with sculptor Antoine Van Rasbourg.

In 1876, Rodin visits Rome, Florence, and Naples, where he
begins an in-depth study of the work and artistic principles of
Michelangelo.

In 1885, Rodin signs a contract to create The Burghers of Calais.
It is eventually unveiled in Calais, France, in 1895.

In 1887, Rodin is awarded the Cross of the Chevalier of the
Legion of Honor (similar to being knighted) by the French govern-
ment. Rodin is elected a member of the committee of the Salon des
Artistes Francais and is a member of the jury at the Exposition
Universelle. He holds a joint exhibition with the Impressionist
painter Claude Monet in Paris.

Rodin secures a commission to create a monument to Domingo
Faustino Sarmiento, the seventh president of Argentina — an
indication of his international reputation. The artist also receives
offers to commercially market some of his sculptures, such as
Youth Triumphant and The Kiss — a reflection of his popularity.

Rodin has his first major retrospective in May, 1900 in a pavilion
in the Place de I’Alma, in conjunction with the Paris Exposition
Universelle. One hundred and fifty works are shown, cementing
his international reputation.

In 1905, Rodin purchases the ruins of the late seventeenth-
century Chateau d’Issy and has the facade installed at Meudon.
A replica of this gate acts as the entrance to the Rodin Museum
in Philadelphia. As Rodin’s health begins to fade, the idea of a
museum dedicated to his work is proposed in Paris. In 1916,
Rodin formally donates all of his work to the French government,
to be placed in the future Musée Rodin.

On January 29, 1917, just two weeks before her death, Rose
Beuret and Rodin are married, primarily to safeguard his estate.

Auguste Rodin dies on November 17, 1917 and is buried beside
Rose under a cast of The Thinker at their home in Meudon, France.

In 1919, the Musée Rodin opens in Paris, just five years before
Jules Mastbaum begins acquiring his collection of Rodin materials
for the Rodin Museum in Philadelphia.

LETTERS POLICY

The Post-Gazette invites its readers to submit

Letters to the Editor
« Letters should be typed, double-spaced and must include the
writer's name, address, and telephone number. Anonymous
letters are not accepted for publication.

¢ Due to space considerations, we request that letters not
exceed two double-spaced, type-written pages.

e This newspaper reserves the right to edit letters for style,
grammar and taste and to limit the number of letters published
from any one person or organization.

» Deadline for submission is 12:00 noon on the Monday prior
to the Friday on which the writer wishes to have the material
published. Submission by the deadline does not guarantee
publication.

Send letter to: Pamela Donnaruma, Editor,
The Post-Gazette, P.O. Box 130135, Boston, MA 02113

Saint Bavo

by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

This famous hermit, also
called Allowin, was a noble-
man, and native of that part of
Brabant called Hesbay.

Bavo was born into a family of
high social rank. His father was
Pippin of Landen, the Mayor of
the Palace and his mother, Itta
of Metz.

A wild, young aristocrat of
Brabant, (a southern prov-
ince in the Netherlands) he
married the daughter of the
Merovingian Count Adilone
and had a daughter named
Agletrude. At that time, he was
a soldier who led an undisci-
plined and disorderly life. His

young wife died, it is not known
how and Bavo, deeply struck
by the misfortune, interrupted
his dissolute life and suffered
a moral crisis, which was the
starting point of his conversion.

Bravo went to St. Amand
who was preaching to the still
pagan populations of the Ghent
region. On returning to his
house he distributed his wealth
to the poor, and then received
the tonsure from Amand. He
entered the Monastery of Ganda
as a Monk., This Monastery had
been founded by St. Amand and
was later renamed in Bavo’s
honor.

Saint Bavo became a disciple
of the missionary St. Amand
and followed him on his apos-
tolic journey in Flanders and
France. On one occasion,
Bavo met a man whom he had
sold into slavery years before.
Wishing to atone for his earlier
deed, Bavo had the man lead
him by a chain to the town jail
as penance and reparation for
the sins of his past life.

After some time he returned to
Ganda, where he had a small cell
built in the hollow of a large tree
and led a reclusive and ascetic
life for three years but afterward,
built himself a cell at Mendonck,
where vegetables and water were
his chief subsistance, Privation
and sacrifices quickly weakened
him. He passed away around
654. His body was buried in the
Monastery of Ganda.

At present, his relics rest
partly in the Cathedral of
Ghent, which too is dedicated
to St. Bavo and partly in the
Benedictine Abbey of Nesle-la-
Reposte, the place where the
Monks who fled from Ganda
had taken refuge, to escape
the Norman invasions, around
882-883.

Holiday Bingo Brings Joy
to North End Seniors at the
ABCD North End Neighborhood Service Center

The holiday season felt a little
brighter in the North End as the
ABCD North End Neighborhood
Service Center (NE NSC) wel-
comed more than 40 local
seniors for a festive afternoon
of Bingo, togetherness, and
cheer. The center’s community
room was fully decked out with
lights and winter decorations to
commemorate this special time
of year, creating a warm and
joyful setting for neighbors to
gather, sip hot coffee, and enjoy
a generous spread of holiday
cookies.

Laughter filled the room as
winning numbers were called
and seniors cheered each other
on. Several lucky guests went
home with themed gift baskets
that included gift cards, soaps,
holiday decorations, chocolates,
and other treats that helped
capture the spirit of the season.

The holiday Bingo gathering
is part of the center’s ongoing
effort to provide meaningful
social activities for older adults
in the neighborhood. Seniors
often tell Director Julia Power
that the center is a lifeline
during colder months when
community and warmth mat-
ter most.

With strong interest and
enthusiasm from participants,
the NE NSC plans to offer even
more events in 2026, continuing
its mission to support seniors
with social opportunities, food
resources, and a welcoming
place to spend time.

For the latest schedule of
activities, call the ABCD NE/
WE NSC at 617-523-8125.

DIAMONDS
ROLEX
ESTATE JEWELRY
Bought & Sold
Jewelers Exch. Bldg.
Jim (617) 263-7766

BINGO!!! Exclaimed the winners, along with plenty of laughter

and holiday cheer.

It was a full house at the 2025 ABCD North End Neighborhood

Service Center Holiday Bingo.

Beautifully wrapped gift baskets waiting to be claimed and
taken home with the lucky winners
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THE BLACK CROWES -
AMORICA (Vinyl)
UMe

GRAMMY and Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame-nominated rock
band, The Black Crowes, led
by founding brothers Chris and
Rich Robinson, are celebrating
the 30th anniversary of their
seminal 1994 album Amorica
with a deluxe reissue box set.
The deluxe box set, available
as a SLP or 3CD set, chronicles
the band’s evolution through
the songs that became Amorica.
To mark the reissue, The Black
Crowes unveiled “Bitter, Bitter
You,” an unreleased track from
the Amorica era that captures
the raw emotion and sonic edge
of the original sessions

The deluxe box set features
Tallest, a studio album of 9
newly mixed songs from the
Tall sessions. Tall, the legend-
ary unreleased album recorded
before Amorica, was initially
scrapped by Chris and Rich
to bring a new creative energy
to the recording of Amorica.
The set includes 3 unreleased
recordings: “Bitter, Bitter You,”
“Title Song,” and “Paris Song,”
an instrumental that evolves
into the Amorica track “Cursed
Diamond.” Also included in
the deluxe edition is The Marie
Laveau Sessions, featuring
7 previously unreleased stu-
dio recordings from October
1992. The Amorica album was
remastered from the original
production master tape, and
now includes 3 B-sides, the
Taj Mahal cover of “Chevrolet”
and new mixes of “Song Of
The Flesh” and the instrumen-
tal “Sunday Night Buttermilk
Waltz.”

The LP box set includes a
fanzine with an interview with
Chris and Rich chronicling the
evolution of Amorica, a clas-
sic 20"x30" poster, a bumper
sticker, and a slip mat. The
Black Crowes as one of rock’s
most uncompromising bands.
Long misunderstood, the title
Amorica reveals its true heart
in plain sight — with ‘Amor’
meaning love, the album stands
as a raw, psychedelic love letter
to freedom, brotherhood, and
the uncompromising pursuit
of art without permission. The
anniversary release revisits
fan favorites, including “Wiser
Time,” “Descending,” and
“Gone,” while also spotlighting
deep cuts that showcase the
band’s fearless evolution.

JOHN VANORE -
EASTER ISLAND SUITE (CD)
Acoustical Concepts

The towering and enigmatic
stone sculptures that have
become synonymous with
Easter Island were likely carved
over a span of centuries. Easter
Island Suite, the new album of
music penned by trumpeter
and composer John Vanore
under the massive figures’
inspiration, didn’t take quite so
long to come to fruition. That
decades-long journey has paid
off in the most majestic and
sweeping release to date from
the Philadelphia-area composer
and his long-running ensemble
Abstract Truth. Check out,
Easter Island Suite, a cinematic
four-part suite that explores
the landscape, culture and
mystery of a locale that has

fascinated and puzzled outsid-
ers since European explorers
first reached its shores in 1722.

Vanore’s intrigue led him to
the piano, where he devised
the theme for French horn
and droning bowed bass that
initiates the first movement,
“Discovery.” That movement
was recorded for Abstract
Truth’s 1990 debut album, Blue
Route, under the title “Easter
Island.” Easter Island Suite,
compels listeners through its
unfurling portrait of an awe-
inspiring landscape. Several
members of Abstract Truth have
remained in the band through-
out that history. Including alto
saxophonist and flutist Michael
Mee, bassist Craig Thomas,
pianist Ron Thomas, saxophon-
ist/bass clarinetist Bob Howell
and guitarist Greg Kettinger, all
onboard since the 2012 session.
Vanore paints a vivid picture
with the dawning urgency of
“Discovery,” meant to evoke
the sensation of washing up
on the island’s shore and being
faced for the first time with its
imposing human monuments.
The suite continues with “Gods
& Devils,” a depiction of the
island’s spiritual culture in
which the trumpet takes on
the role of a god while the tenor
saxophone is given the more
diabolic side in the dichotomy.
The trumpet begins a defiant
chant soon joined in by the full
population. The tenuous begin-
ning of “Secret Caves” — short,
probing, inquisitive statements
by Brian Landrus’bass clarinet,
Kettinger’s guitar and Craig
Thomas’ bass. The final move-
ment, “Rano Raraku,” is named
for the volcanic crater whose
stone was quarried to create the
Easter Island moai.”

VANCE THOMPSON -
LOST AND FOUND (CD)
Moondo Records

There came a point in May
of 2022 when, after nearly
five years of struggle, Vance
Thompson realized that he’d
have to set down his horn for
good. The Grammy-nominated
trumpeter and founder/director
of the internationally acclaimed
Knoxville Jazz Orchestra had
been battling the effects of a
neurological disorder called
Focal Dystonia since late 2017,
and it had become increasingly
obvious that no amount of prac-
tice or physical therapy would
be able to overcome the impair-
ments that were compromising
his ability to play his instru-
ment. Just when all seemed
lost, Thompson found a new
path that led him back to mak-
ing music. On Lost and Found,
his first album as a leader
in over a decade, Thompson
makes his re-debut — not as a
veteran trumpet player, but as a
newly minted vibraphonist. Lost
and Found is the happy out-
come of that experiment. The
high-spirited, jauntily swing-
ing set features Thompson
leading a quartet of longtime
collaborators — pianist Taber
Gable (Marcus & EJ Strickland,
Braxton Cook), guitarist Steve
Kovalcheck (Clayton-Hamilton
Jazz Orchestra), bassist Tommy
Sauter (Jason Marsalis, Cyrus
Chestnut) and drummer
Marcus Finnie (Kirk Whalum,
Kurt Elling).

The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS

of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

MY GRANDDAUGHTER”S
NEW CAMERA TOY
FROM SANTA

by Emily
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Emily Photo by Grandpa

Santa brought my grand-
daughter Emily a great toy this
year. It was a toy polaroid-like
camera which makes instant
photos. She couldn’t wait to take
Grandpa’s photo. Her first photo
of me had my forehead chopped
off. I helped her angle the cam-
era better and presto she took
a great photo of her grandpa. I
then took a great photo of her.

My daughter told me it came
with three rolls of photo paper
and enough ink to use up all the
rolls of paper included inside
the box. The next day I got curi-
ous and looked up this camera
and found out if you wanted
to buy more paper, that would
cost $58. At that price it would
be cheaper to just throw out
the camera and buy a new one.

My daughter told me not
to worry because Emily had

by Sal Giarratani

already moved on to her other
Christmas gifts. I thought of
BB King’s lyrics, “the thrill is
gone.”

TOUGH NUT TO CRACK

This Story out of upstate New
York, a plump squirrel that
got itself stuck up in a dump-
ster needed to be rescued by
local firefighters. The respond-
ers from the Binghamton Fire
Department were able to free
the furry-tailed rodent after it
had gotten its head stick in a
drain hole on the side of the
container. According to news
reports from the scene of the
rescue, the squirrel put up
no fight as firefighters gently
freed it. The little guy was
nearly frozen but was taken to
a nearby wildlife center where
it was nursed back to health
with peanuts, water and some
Gatorade too.

ANOTHER PEARL OF
WISDOM TO KNOW

I love reading the Sunday
newspaper comics, especially
“Pearls Before Swine.” This past
Sunday’s stripe was outstand-
ing. Piggy was heading up the
hill to talk with “the wise ass on
the hill” Where he asked a ques-
tion , “What is the definition of a
life well lived? The wise ass tells
him, “One where you live in the
moment. Grateful for what you
have.” Piggy responds, “I thought
the goal was financial. success,
fame, immortality. To which
the wise ass tells him. “Always
remember Pig ... no matter how
well you do or don't do in life, in
the end, you’re either thrown in
a hole or ash.

I say think about that before
you ask your next stupid question.
END QUOTE???

“Santa has a concealed-
carry weapon? Times are
rough!”

Over in Ohio on Christmas
eve, a deputy sheriff pulled over
avehicle driving above the speed
limit. When he approached the
vehicle, the driver dressed like
Santa Clause tells the officer
he’s carrying a firearm. The
deputy calls it in to dispatch.

I am over at the East Boston

Yacht Club attending a recent
Harbor View Neighborhood
Association Holiday Party.
Shown in photo with Sal G
is Lien Vuong, real estate
broker with The Elle Group
in Winchester. She recently
completed developing new
needed housing in Harbor
View neighborhood. She loves
East Boston and was invited to
the holiday party to meet up
with members of the Harbor
View neighborhood.

St. Leonard Church Volunteers
Prepare Church for

Christm

When the call went out
asking for assistance in help-
ing to decorate St. Leonard
Church on Hanover Street in
the North End for the Christmas
and New Year masses it
was answered by numerous

as and New Year Masses

parishioners, all of whom lent a
hand to ensure the festivities of
the season would shine brightly
on the altar and throughout the
church.

Father Michael Della Penna,
Pastor of St. Leonard and
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St. Leonard Church Volunteers decorate the altar in preparation of Christmas and New Year
holiday masses.

Master of Ceremonies Michael
Bonetti would like to express
their deepest appreciation and
gratitude for the efforts of the
volunteers. It truly made the
difference in the Christmas
Season.
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A Nostalgic Remembrance

by John Christoforo

Felice Capo D’Anno, Feliz Ano
Nuevo, and Happy New Year to
one and all. It’s the new year
weekend and I hope all is well
with you. Did you enjoy the
holidays? I did. We did.

Christmas Eve, with the seven
fishes, and Christmas Day din-
ner at my son Michael’s in New
York and New Year’s Eve was
with friends in Delray Beah,
Florida.

A few years ago, a group
old friends from the past, had
been spending New Year’s
Eve together, occupying the
Captain’s Room at Boston’s
Algonquin Club. Actually, I
would drop Loretta off and then
head to work. Starting in 1958, I
played with a band on the night
before the new year. This was a
tradition in my family as it had
been the practice of my father,
my mother’s brothers, and my
grandfather, Babbononno. I
would drop my wife off at the
Algonquin Club, head for the
location I would play at and
then return to the Algonquin
to enjoy “last call” with my wife
and friends. I stopped playing
on New Year’s Eve about five
years ago and now celebrate
with my wife and friends in
Florida.

I can’t get used to not work-
ing on New Year’s Eve. As a
child, I watched Babbononno,
my uncles Paul and Nick, and
my father dress in their best
tuxedoes, head out the door
carrying their instruments and
not seeing them until dinner
at Nanna and Babbononno’s
table at around 2:00 p.m. on
New Year’s Day. When I turned
eighteen, I also turned profes-
sional and took my place as
third generation musician in my
family and continued preserving
the family tradition for the next
sixty-two years.

People have asked me why
I've backed off from playing
music. A couple of times, when
asked, I've sat in with bands
playing at events where I was
a guest. One or two songs are
fine, but if I had to play for
three or four hours like in the
old days, I don’t know if I could
handle things. Advancing age
and health problems might
get in the way. There is so
much talent out there today.
I would constantly be compet-
ing with a younger generation
that is capable of performing
day and night with ease. My
comparison is often with a New
York Giants outfielder who will
remain nameless. He was one
of the greatest ball players in
the business, but stayed in the
game that one year too long and
made a damn fool of himself as
a result. I feel that it’s best to
go out when you are on top of

your game, but that’s just my
point of view, not my new year’s
resolution.

I joined the foray profession-
ally back in 1958. I was half
way through college and had a
trio of piano, bass and drums.
Two East Bostonians, Tony
Poto (piano) and Rocky Freni
(drums) and I teamed up and
worked together, off and on, for
several years. As 1958 drew to
a close, we didn’t have a New
Year’s Eve gig. As a result, I
said, “Yes,” to Dad when he
asked me to cover him with the
Ray Digg Orchestra at the East
Boston Sons of Italy. The OSIA
building was around the corner
from where I lived and my trio
and I played there about twice
per month for their bi-weekly
get-togethers during the year.

Ray Digg, my father and
Uncles Paul and Nick worked
together quite often in the fif-
ties. Uncle Nick had taught
Ray Digg (DiGiovanni) how to
play tenor sax and Ray, who
was great at organization, put
together a ballroom style dance
band that was quite good, actu-
ally. On New Year’s Eve Ray
needed three other bands to
cover the jobs he had booked.
The result was Dad led one of
the bands, Uncle Paul another
and Uncle Nick the third. Ray
would head up the musicians
at the Sons of Italy. Seeing I
wasn’t booked; I was to take
Dad’s place with Ray at the
Sons. I was young, eager, and
experienced at carrying a trio
as a modern bass player. To
push a twelve-piece orchestra

. well, that was usually the
job of the seasoned professional
on rhythm instruments ... like
Dad.

The band started playing at
8:00 p.m., and there I was,
the bass player surrounded by
many of Boston’s finest brass,
reed and rhythm musicians. I
have to admit, Dad taught me
well, because I held my own
with the older-seasoned musi-
cians. Ray Digg, whom I had
known all my life, was proud
of me and I was happy with
the way I held my own with
the older guys. There was one
problem, though. My fingers
were those of the novice string
player. Back then, bass players
used gut strings and did not
play amplified in any way. To
be heard, you played hard. As
I said, my fingers were those of
a novice, or at best, a journey-
man musician. By midnight,
four hours after we had started
playing, my fingers were sore.
We played on, a few minutes
after midnight Ray announced
that the next set would be the
last. Within a minute, the per-
son who hired us asked Ray if

MUSIC FOR ALL
OCCASIONS

— FOR YOU WHO APPRECIATE THE FINEST — ‘—E—
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781-648-5678

we could go overtime and play
until 1:00 a.m. Ray asked the
guys and everyone nodded in
the affirmative. Overtime pay
on New Year’s Eve was better
than any other night of the year.
So, we played until 1:00 am. By
then, my index finger, middle
finger and pinkie on my left
hand had developed blisters.
The index finger on my right
hand was developing a blood
blister ... too many notes and
not enough callous founda-
tion. As 2:00 a.m. drew near,
the same man approached the
stage and spoke with Ray. The
next thing I knew was that we
had agreed to play for another
half hour. By this point in time,
I had bandaged the three fingers
on my left hand and the index
finger on my right. I was in pain
but couldn’t call it quits. I was
now a professional and had to
deal with the problems faced by
all beginner string players.

Just as we started the 2:00
am set, I spotted Dad standing
in the doorway. He had fin-
ished leading another of Ray’s
bands at 1:00 a.m. and wanted
to see how I was doing. When
he looked up at the stage, he
had no difficulty seeing that
my fingers were bandaged and
there was blood running down
the four strings of the bass
violin. He quickly climbed onto
the stage nodding a hello to
everyone, and without skipping
a beat, took the bass from me
and continued to belt out the
rhythm for the band.

This was my baptism of fire
and I had held my own. My
reputation grew and I never
wanted for work. Within a year,
I became a bass player for the
Boston Civic Symphony and
even played with the Boston
Pops Esplanade Orchestra. For
the next several years I worked
with many of Boston’s dance
bands that catered to weddings,
Christenings, Bar Mitzvahs, etc.
When I felt that [ was on top of
my game, [ headed to New York
on weekends and worked with
some of the jazz greats of the
day. I had always loved a good
challenge. I was a kid and most
of the people I worked for and
with were older and if they were
alive today, would all be well
over 100 years of age.

I have no regrets and am con-
tent being part of the audience
at this point in my life, rather
than still being on stage. But,
it’s time to go. Before I close
for this week, I want to wish
all of you a very Happy and
Healthy New Year (2026), and
may GOD BLESS AMERICA.

Your Ad
Could Go
Here

For information about
advertising in

the Post-Gazette, call
617-227-8929.
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The Feast of the Epiphany, La Festa dell’Epifania, officially
marks the end of the Christmas season in Italy and has always
held a special place in Italian homes, especially for children. It com-
memorates the journey of the Three Wise Men to honor the Baby
Jesus and is beautifully intertwined with the beloved legend of La
Befana. As the story goes, La Befana, a kind, broom-riding woman
with a witch-like appearance, was invited by the Magi to join them
on their journey. She declined at first, only to regret her decision
later. Gathering gifts, she set out to find the child herself, and when
she could not, she began leaving her presents for children instead,
hoping that one of them might be Him. To this day, on the eve of the
Epiphany, children hang their stockings in anticipation, hoping for
sweets and small treats, with the understanding that a bit of coal
may appear if they’ve been less than well behaved.

For many of us, Epiphany is wrapped in memory and tradition.
I’ll never forget the look in my Nonna’s eyes or the warmth in her
smile as she recalled the simple treasures La Befana left in her
stocking—bright oranges and tiny handmade dolls crafted from
clothespins. Those stories remain deeply embedded in my heart.
Throughout Italy, there are many wonderful desserts associated
with this day, but the one that stands out to me most is Befanini;
light, citrus-scented cookies said to originate in Tuscany’s Versilia
region. This recipe is one of many from my Nonna’s cherished col-
lection, celebrating the beauty of humble, traditional ingredients
and capturing the joy, nostalgia, and magic of this special holiday.
Wishing you a New Year filled with love and happiness!

BEFANINI COOKIES
(ITALIAN EPIPHANY COOKIES)
Biscotti Della Befana (Biscotti Italiani Dell’Epifania)

Tre | EGEND OLDI
CREFANY

4 cups all-purpose flour - (equivalent to 500 g Italian 00 flour)
1 cup granulated sugar - (200 g)

1 cup lard (strutto) or Crisco, softened - (about 200 g)
2 large eggs

4 teaspoons baking powder

(1 Italian packet of Lievito per Dolci, such as Bertolini)
1 teaspoon vanilla extract (or 1 Italian vanilla packet)
Zest of 2 lemons

1 large egg

1 tablespoon water

To Decorate: nonpareils or colored sugar

In a large mixing bowl, beat the eggs and sugar together until
fluffy. Add the softened lard, vanilla, and lemon zest, mixing until
smooth and fully incorporated.

In a separate bowl, whisk together the flour and baking powder.
Gradually add the dry ingredients to the wet mixture, mixing until
a soft, smooth dough forms.

Transfer the dough to a lightly floured work surface and knead
briefly. Roll the dough out to about Y4-inch thickness. Cut into desired
shapes and place cookies on a parchment-lined baking sheet.

In a small bowl, whisk together 1 egg and 1 tablespoon water.
Lightly brush the tops of the cookies with the egg wash. Sprinkle
generously with nonpareils or colored sugar.

Bake in a preheated 350°F (180°C) oven for 15-20 minutes,
depending on your oven, until the bottoms are lightly golden.

Marianna Bisignano is a psychologist for the Boston Public
Schools and can be reached at bisignanomarianna@gmail.com
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ABOUT THIS & THAT

with Daniel A. DiCenso

Mount Ararat
and Surrounding Monasteries

Mount Ararat

August 30 brought us outside
of Armenia if only temporarily
in both a literal and political
sense in a way that can only be
understood with an appreciation
of the nation’s political climate,
both current and historical. And
yet, Mount Ararat, the highlight
of this day and in many ways
this trip, though it towers the
landscape from across the
border in Turkey, is the truest
embodiment of the Armenian
spirit than anything I saw on
my journey.

That it defies hostile and even
contested boundaries, though,
is fitting with the visceral
power of the mountain. Rising
across the Ararat Plain like
a snow-capped giant, Ararat
has inspired wonder since the
beginning of civilization when it
was fabled as the resting place
of Noah’s Ark. While much of
the world has moved away from
legend the sheer majesty of
Mount Ararat elevates emotions.
Its bigger peak, Greater Ararat,
has come to inspire Armenia’s
resiliency through the centuries
while Little Ararat completes the
compounded volcano’s unique
appearance.

As our bus was making its
way across the plains our
guide told us that we were
nearing the border with Iran
and we would likely see many
Iranian license plates. I was
reminded of how close this icon
of Armenia, which indeed is not

been conceded to Azerbaijan
it remains in all practicality
something of a no-man’s land
in the ongoing dispute between
the two countries.

One look at Mount Ararat,
however, and all geopolitical
interferences are forgotten.
Instead, the mountain emits the
pride and strength of Armenia
and her people, their tragedy
and their triumph. Her current
conflict is one that indeed poses
an existential threat. However
it may end, Mount Ararat will
remain as the testament to a
tiny country with the courage
of an empire.

At the foot of Mount Ararat
lies Khor Virap, our first stop
that day, the white limestone
monastery where Gregory the

Surb Astvatsatsin
in Noravank

Khor Virap

in Armenian territory, was to
other countries. Despite this
realization I was still shocked
when the GPS on my phone
informed me that we were now
in Azerbaijan, a nation now
on hostile terms with our host
country. I was stunned and a
little bit alarmed as we seemed
to have crossed the border
without detection. However,
though this strip has “officially”

[luminator spent thirteen years
imprisonment on the orders
of King Tiridates III who had
become offended by Gregory’s
defiance of Pagan beliefs.

Like many local monasteries,
Khor Virap became a place
of religious studies but
underwent much renovation
and reconstruction over the
centuries and is used as a
house of worship to this day,

St. George’s chapel sitting
above the pit where Gregory the
[Mluminator was held captive.

Indeed, tributes to Gregory
the I[lluminator abound in
Armenia and our next stop,
the 13™-century monastery of
Noravank, honors the national
hero with the Surb Grigor
Chapel built in 1275. Although
the grandest structure in the
complex is Surb Astvatsatsin
Church the standout of
Noravank, however, is the array
of surviving khachkars housed
within its walls.

Our final stop, the monastery
of Tatev, dates much further
back to the 7™ century. But
in the year 848, Prince Philipe
incorporated the Church of
St. Gregory into the complex.

Surb Grigor in Noravank

This even before the main
church, Surb Poghos-Petros,
was completed in the year
906. Like many monasteries
in Armenia, Tatev is also a tale
of renovation, rebuilding and
legacy that spans centuries.
The late 10™-century saw the
decoration of the walls and
Surb Astvatsatsin was built
in 1087. Throughout the 14"
century, Tatev became an
intellectual beacon as well as a
center of political action against
rising Unitarianism. Additions
continued as late as 1745 when
a spring was built by Vardapet
Hovhannes with a crypt coming
40 years later. Its library, dating
back to the 10™ century was still
in use up until the beginning
of the 20% century. In 1931,
an earthquake devastated
the monastery, destroying
centuries of work. Economic
downturns and WWII would
delay restoration efforts which
did not begin in earnest until
the 1960s and took another
thirty years to complete. But
so is the story of Armenia. Her
struggles have been seemingly
endless and her very identity as
a nation has been challenged.
But she picks up and slowly
but faithfully rebuilds herself
stronger each time.

New England

Patriots Fans

Prepare to Party

2025 AFC EAST
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y

For New England Patriots
fans, optimism is second na-
ture, rooted in dominance,
historic comebacks and faith
that their team will always find
its way back to relevance. As
the NFL landscape begins to
shift and regular season play
winds down into playoff mode,
all signs are beginning to point
toward a familiar conclusion;
Patriots fans should begin plan-
ning for their 2026 Super Bowl
Parties.

Yes, there are a number of
games and obstacles to deal
with before the football squares
can be made, the snacks pre-
pared and the beer put on ice,

L
7 7

but make no mistake, the Patri-
ots core is prepared and hungry
for victory. Coach Vrabel, his
coaching staff and ownership
all seem to be aligned in their
focus, preparation and confi-
dence, in their players and in
each other.

So mark your calendars, get
excited about New Orleans, the
site of Super Bowl LX. It’s not a
dream or fantasy; it’s a destina-
tion we are all headed. The idea
of the New England Patriots
playing in the Super Bowl next
month isn’t just wishful think-
ing, it’s a familiar feeling, one we
as Patriots fans would be wise
to get used to once again.
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"CELEBRATION :
OF LA BEFANA

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7 at 1pm

'I
ﬁ sponsared by ARTU and THE FRATTARCL FAMILY

Join us for a celebration of La Befana!

Lunch will be provided.

ABCD Morth End
FiMichelongelo Sreet
Hosron, MA 0293

fio RSWF or for any questions,
call 577.523.8125
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* Hoops and Hockey in the Hub (Continued from Page 12)

all 82 regular season games and
went on to experience a second
consecutive title with his team-
mates as Houston swept the
Orlando Magic in four games
for the championship.

Two years in the league and
two championships. You can’t
do any better than that.

Cassell’s career later took on
a wandering aspect as he played
for Phoenix, Dallas, New Jersey,
Milwaukee, Minnesota and
the L.A. Clippers before being
traded to the Celtics in March
of 2008.

Note that date because a
mere three months later Cassell

would be a member of the team
that won Banner 17, as the C’s
captured the NBA title. He never
played another game in the NBA
after that night.

But he did go on to a coaching
career in the league, serving as an
assistant with Washington, the
L.A. Clippers and Philadelphia
before joining the Celtics in the
summer of 2023.

And what did the Celtics do
in his first year with the team
in Boston? Why win the 2024
NBA Championship and raise
Banner 18, of course.

That’s Sam Cassell, the man
for whom timing is everything.

* News Briefs (Continued from Page 1)

huge chunk of Americans.
Halprin also concluded that the
democratic socialist ideological
trend among many Democrat
Party leadership teams have
turned off many from the
working-class and sees it all as
bad for the country’s pluralistic
cohesion.

Kids Gender-ID

Survey Ripped

More than 20 Seattle public
middle and high schools
surveyed kids about gender
identity and sexual orientation
without parental consent and
then allegedly shared that data
with third parties.

The state administered the
test in every public middle and
high school which included
filling in the blanks about their

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after January 19, 2026
by public or private sale to satisfy a
lien for towing, storage, and all other
fees due.

2003 TOYOTA CAMRY
Vin #4T1BE32K63U176392
2010 HONDA ACCORD
Vin #1HGCS1B88AA017996
2008 TOYOTA SCION tC
Vin #JTKDE167780224268
2016 HONDA CIVIC
Vin #19XFC2F73GE217271
Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info@todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 12/26/2025, 01/02, 01/09/2026

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after January 26, 2026
by public or private sale to satisfy a
lien for towing, storage, and all other
fees due.

2013 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
Vin #1C4RIFAGXDC633239
2004 FORD F650
Vin #3FRNF65L54V653059
2018 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
Vin #5NPD74LFXJH290935
2023 JIAJUE JJ50QT-32
Vin #LLPVGBAY6P1040029
2024 KEEWAY SHADOWSTAR
Vin #LZRJILTKF7R1000048
2014 FORD ESCAPE
Vin #1FMCU9JX0EUD28550
2018 MAZDA MAZDA6
Vin #IM1GL1VMA4J1333451
2001 TOYOTA CAMRY
Vin #4T1BF28K61U119735
2012 FORD FUSION
Vin #3FAHPOJG5CR111714
2010 TOYOTA COROLLA MATRIX
Vin #2T1KU4EE1AC263002
2008 FORD TAURUS X
Vin #1FMDKO02W18GA32015

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.

Please email for specific information
info@todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 01/02, 01/09, 01/16/2026

personal lives, the National
Review recently reported.

The US Department of
Education is now reportedly
investigating the Seattle public
schools. Many parents reported
they were never informed of
the sexual nature of the survey
questions or that data would
be shared outside the school
system.

Patel Now Says FBI
Headquarters to Close

FBI Director Kash Patel
said the agency’s historic but
badly aging Washington DC
FBI HQs would be “shut down
permanently as he begins to
shift personnel into the building
that once housed the defunct
USAID headquarters.

The current brutalist
architectural style FBI building
had opened in1975 and was
named after J. Edgar Hoover.
I saw this building for the first
time in January 1981 when
I was down in the Nation’s
Capital for President Reagan’s
inauguration. During the late
’60s and early "70s, many public
buildings were designed in
brutalistic style and many still
stand in Boston’s Government
Center, including Boston City
hall, the Hurley Building and
the Lindemann Mental Health
Center.

End Quotes

“The statute of limitations for
any crimes being committed
now will extend well
beyond the end of the Trump
Administration.”

House Minority Leader
Hakeem Jeffries

“The end of 2025 has been
difficult for all of us. Don’t worry
because next year will be much
worse.”

Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after January 12, 2026
by public or private sale to satisfy a
lien for towing, storage, and all other
fees due.

2011 TOYOTA RAV4
Vin #JTMRK4DV9B5105835
2013 CHEVROLET CAMARO
Vin #2G1FA1E34D9170480
2024 YAMAHA YZF-R3
Vin #MH3RH18Y9RK015129
2006 CHEVROLET EXPRESS
Vin #1GCGG25V861248395
2005 HONDA ODYSSEY
Vin #5FNRL38675B412823
2013 JEEP WRANGLER
Vin #1C4AJWAG3DL514526
2020 FORD F150
Vin #1FTEW1E48LFA94054
Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info@todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 12/19, 12/26/2025, 01/02/2026

EXTRA Innings 7

by Sal Giarratani

Thank You Harry and Julie

Well, another year is about to end and we
march forward into 2026. This past year had its
ups and downs. Obviously, there were more ups
because we've made it over the finish line.

I recently received my latest vintage baseball
cards from my friends Harry & Julie Johnston.
Harry loves my Extra Innings columns and this
year he gifted me with a 1989 Dwight Evans
baseball card and added how is it that Evans is
not in the Baseball Hall of Fame. Harry is right,
not letting Evans and “El Tiante” into the HOF
“it’s just plain wrong’ and I agree. Best wishes to

Harry and Julie for 2026.

Happy Birthday to Rick Porcello

Former Red Sox hurler Rick Porcello just
turned 37 last week. Over his 5 years with the
Red Sox, he won a World Series, and a CY Young
Award while logging 964 innings too. Meanwhile,
former Red Sox pitcher Joe Kelly has announced
he’s out of baseball after 13 seasons and a five-
year run with the Sox. In 17 playoff games from
2016 to 2018, he had a 0.51 ERA lowest ever for

a Sox pitcher.

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI25P6458EA

Estate of
KAREN A. MATTOS

Date of Death: September 12, 2025

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Personal
Representative has been filed by Steven W.
Mattos of Stoneham, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Steven W.
Mattos of Stoneham, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of said estate to
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have aright to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 01/16/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written
appearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely
written appearance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day, action may be
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM
PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration directly from
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 19, 2025

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Run date: 01/02/2026

Patriots Win AFC East by Whooping Jets

The New England Patriots sat on top of the
AFC last week after taking the hapless Jets
42-10. New York was never in this game from
start to finish. I was over at the St. Joseph’s Club
watching Drake Maye make mincemeat out of
his opponents. Maye hit for 5 TDs. We were all

cheering constantly during our Sunday afternoon

pasta feast. When the game ended, all we needed
was for the Bills to lose to the Eagles and they
did. That game was close but, in the end, it was
Philly 13 to Buffalo’s 12.

Who would have thought when this season
began, the Patriots would stand 13-3 with this
Sunday’s game against the Dolphins coming
up. [ say it is on to the Super Bowl for us. The
Drought is over and the Pats are back. All is now

looking normal again.

Remember

Your
Loved Ones

Sl

The Post-Gazette
accepts memorials
throughout the year.

Please call

617-227-8929

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Tody’s Service
Inc. of 1354 Washington Street, West
Newton, MA, pursuant to the provisions
of Mass G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that they
will sell the following vehicle on or after
January 23rd, 2026 beginning at 10:00
am by public or private sale to satisfy their
garage keepers lien for towing, storage, and
notices of sale:

2014 HONDA CIVIC COUPE
VIN # 2HGFG3B84EH518384
2011 GMC SIERRA 1500
VIN # 1GTN1TEXXBZ347179
Vehicle is being stored at
Tody’s Service Inc.
Signed,

David Donahue, President
Tody’s Service Inc.

Run dates: 01/02, 01/09, 01/16/2026
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With a Gift Subscription to the
Post-Gazette, your generosity will be
remembered every week of the year.

Leave the

DELIVERY

to Us!

WEe Il send the recipient
an announcement of your
gift. Their subscription will
begin with the current issue
and continue for one year.

-
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FOST-CATETTE

1

Fill out coupon below and mail with payment to:
Post-Gazette, PO Box 130135, Boston, MA 02113

| would like to send a one year Gift Subscription of the Boston Post-Gazette
to the following person(s). | have enclosed $35 per subscription.

Recipient Name Giver Name

Address Address

City City
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Everyone Wants to Get into the Act
THE BOXING ACT THAT IS

Richard Deacon who played Mel Cooley on
The Dick Van Dyke Show

Former Amateur Boxer Billy Joel

Robert Mitchum

Cary Grant

British Ranconteur Quentin Crisp

HOOPS and HOCKEY in the HUB _

by Richard Preiss

AN OMEN FOR AN OUSTER?
— So, the New York Knicks won
the NBA Cup in December, beat-
ing the Dallas Stars 124-113
about a week before Christmas.

Their victory in the cham-
pionship game, which was
played in Las Vegas, marked
the conclusion of the third
annual event, started by the
NBA Commissioner’s office in
2023.

But based on what happened
later to the first two winners
of the tournament, the Knicks
may come to wish they had not
won.

The Los Angeles Lakers won
the inaugural event in 2023,
beating the Indiana Pacers
123-109, with Indiana being
coached by former Celtics
player Rick Carlisle.

In 2024 the Milwaukee Bucks
downed the Oklahoma City
Thunder 97-81 for the title
with former Celtics head coach
Doc Rivers at the helm for
Milwaukee.

But here’s the thing to pon-
der. For all their December
delight in winning the NBA Cup,
their success got the Lakers and
the Bucks absolutely nowhere
in the postseason playoffs a few
months after their winter wins.

Both teams — Los Angeles
and Milwaukee — were elimi-
nated in the playoffs during the
first round following the conclu-
sion of the regular season.

The Lakers lost to Denver in
the first round of the 2024 play-
offs in a series that only went
five games while Milwaukee was
eliminated by Indiana in the
first round of the 2025 playoffs.

So, will the Knicks, who sent
the Celtics home for the sum-
mer following New York’s sec-
ond round triumph in the 2025
playoffs last spring. even make
it that far in 2026?

Only time will tell but follow-
ing their victory in the NBA Cup,
an omen for a first round ouster
is now on the horizon.

HOLY CROSS TO HONOR
COUSY — In his day Celtics
All-Time great Bob Cousy was
often called the Houdini of the
Hardwood for the seemingly
magical feats he performed on
the court.

Well now, Cousy will actually
have some hardwood named
after him.

That will occur on February 7
when the College of the Holy
Cross, his alma mater, will
formally name the court at the
Hart Center Arena for him dur-
ing a pregame ceremony just
before the contemporary 2025-
2026 edition of the Crusaders
hosts Lehigh in an afternoon
game.

Cousy grew up in New
York City and arrived at the
Worcester school in the fall of
1946, He never left, still living
there in 2026 some 79 years
later at age 97. His most recent
appearance at the TD Garden
was in October, 2024 — the
night the Celtics received their
championship rings for winning
the Banner 18 that prior spring.

In college, he experienced
success early on as a member
of the Holy Cross 1947 NCAA
Division One national champi-
onship team. During the addi-
tional three years of his college
career he paced the Crusaders
to two more appearances in the

NCAA tournament while also
being honored with All-East
and All-America selections.
Holy Cross also set the school
record for consecutive victories
while he was there, winning 29
straight games from March 4,
1949 to March 4, 1950.

“Bob is the ultimate Crusader
legend and epitomizes what it
means to be a person for and
with others,” stated Kit Hugh,
HC’s vice president for intercol-
legiate athletics.

After his college days had con-
cluded, the Cooz (as he came
to be known) played 13 years
for the Celtics, helping shape
the dynasty that ruled the NBA
during portions of the 1950s
and 1960s.

He was a star player with the
Celtics as they won six cham-
pionships in seven seasons. He
also led the NBA in assists for
eight consecutive seasons and
was named the NBA’s Most
Valuable Player in 1957.

Well into his senior years, he
continued to be a familiar figure
on campus with his frequent
workouts in the Holy Cross ath-
letic facilities. He also continued
to be a TV analyst for Celtics
games until he was 80.

Bob was inducted into the
Holy Cross Varsity Club Hall
of Fame in 1956 and into the
Naismith Basketball Hall of
Fame in Springfield in 1971.
The number he wore as a mem-
ber of the Celtics (14) was
retired in 1963. His collegiate
number (17) was retired by Holy
Cross in 2008.

In a recent interview, Bob
reminisced about the two-hour
drive between the Garden and
his Worcester home in the era
before the construction of the
Massachusetts Turnpike. He
also indicated he felt like he was
“on double overtime” given that
he has lived to such an impres-
sive age (97).

IT HAS BEEN GREAT
TIMING — That has been one of
the hallmarks of Sam Cassell’s
career in the NBA both as a
former Celtics player and now
as an assistant coach for the
franchise.

Born and raised in the
Baltimore area, he attended a
junior college in Texas for two
years before going on to play for
Florida State University where
he became a trustworthy back-
court player, averaging 18.3
points per game during his
senior season.

The fortunate part began
when he was drafted in the
first round (24th overall) by the
Houston Rockets in the 1993
NBA Draft.

In his initial season in the
Lone Star state, he became a
key contributor and was often
on the court during the deciding
closing moments of a number of
games. His first reward came in
June of 1994 when the Rockets
defeated the New York Knicks
in seven games to win the NBA
Championship.

Thus, in his first year in the
league, he had already expe-
rienced its most exhilarating
moment — the awarding of the
top trophy to the championship
team.

And the next year he was
back for more as he played in

(Continued on Page 11)





