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Mayor Wu’s Inauguration
Haul Nets Tidy Sum

by Pattii Sartori

After her official swearing last
week, Boston Mayor Michelle
Wu’s campaign filed an official
inaugural fund contribution
report with the Massachusetts
Office of Campaign and Political
Finance to the tune of $1.2
million. Approximately 80% of
the 72 donations received by
the mayor for her inauguration
were for $10,000 or more.

The professional women’s soc-
cer team the city has partnered
with on the White Stadium rede-
velopment donated $15,000
while the top three contribu-
tors clocked in at $50,000
each, stemming from the
Boston Red Sox, the Electrical
Industry Labor Management
Cooperation Trust and Whoop
Inc., a Boston-based health
technology company.

The inaugural fund received
16 donations in the amount
of $25,000 each, including
Liberty Mutual, New England
Development, Synergy
Financial, Winn Development
Company, and The Edward
Davis Company, a consulting
firm operated by former Boston
Police Commissioner Ed Davis.
Related Beal, a real estate invest-
ment firm centered on develop-
ment and investment in Boston

gave $20,000 while Howard
Cohen, of Beacon Communities,
areal estate developer in Boston
donated $15,000. The HYM
investment Group, Eastern
Bank, and Alexander Leventhal
gave $15,000 apiece, while
Thomas Tsao, of the Asia-
focused venture capital firm
Gobi partners gave $10,000.

The Mayor’s inaugural com-
mittee explained the donations
as an opportunity to pay for
the inauguration and other
related activities instead of
using tax payer funds. “As is
common practice, an inaugu-
ral committee was created to
raise resources for commemo-
rations without using any tax
payer dollars or resources. The
committee solicited donations
for events across many neigh-
borhoods and communities
throughout a week of bringing
people together, as so events
would be free for all attendees.
The mayor is grateful for the
support of residents, busi-
nesses, and all community
members in bringing our com-
munity together in this impor-
tant moment.”

Wu’s 2021 first term inaugu-
ral fund brought in more than
$1.3 million in contributions.

News Briefs

by Sal Giarratani

shutout over the issue.

premiums this year.

House OKs Obamacare $$$
The House of Representatives passed a bill last
week extending Obamacare subsidies for three years,
pressuring Senate Republicans to reconsider the leg-
islation months after Democrats forced a government

The House voted 230-196 to approve tens of billions
in the Affordable Care Act (ACA) tax credits, with more
than a dozen Republicans joining all the Democrats.
However, the bill is unlikely to be taken up in the
Senate. The credit expired on New Year’s Eve and
22 million Americans should see higher health care

Quote to Note
“I get that there are (Venezuelans) that don’t like
the leaders, but guess what? There are a lot of people
that don'’t like our leader.”
— U.S. Rep. Jasmine Crockett

$84 Million in

House Payment “Errors” in Minn

According to the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, it likely paid out more than $84 million
in ineligible assistance to Minnesota during FY2024
during Biden’s term. According to HUD Secretary Scott
Turner, “Biden’s HUD failed the people of Minnesota
— paying dead people while vulnerable families were
left behind.” Turner added, “Under President Trump’s

(Continued on Page 8)

Boston Common is Site of
Multiple Protests Against ICE

A number of protests were
held in Boston last week as
large groups gathered to pro-
test Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) agents
involved in Minneapolis,
Minnesota and Portland,
Oregon shootings. The dem-
onstrators also denounced the
capture of Former Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro and
President Trump’s announce-
ment that the U.S. would tem-
porarily oversee the country
as it prepares for a new demo-
cratic election as well as its oil
reserves. These were just a few

by Patti Sartori

of many demonstrations that
took place across the United
States.

One of the protest, titled “No
War At Home, No War Abroad,”
began at the Massachusetts
State House. One of the key
speakers was Bonnie Jin,
co-chair of the Democratic
Socialists of America, who
declared “We demand more
from our elected officials,
whether that is the governor,
whether that is the legislature,
whether that is our congress
to do more to stop ICE from
conducting this terror on our

streets. ICE terrorizes the most
vulnerable and acts with impu-
nity, and makes our communi-
ties more dangerous, not more
safe.”

Demonstrators demanded
ICE agents leave Boston while
defending and mourning Renee
Nicole Good, who was shot
and killed by ICE agents in
Minneapolis, Minnesota last
week. Before the protest con-
cluded at Government Center,
the names of people who have
died in ICE custody were read
aloud, followed by a moment of
silence.

Boston and Surrounding Areas
See Rents Decrease

Despite being some of
the most expensive cities in
Massachusetts, Boston and
other areas, using the Boston
Metro Report/Zumper data
and using listings in December
2025, found Boston rent prices
for one-bedroom apartments fell
2.4%, to $2,880, from 2024. The
city ranks third in most expen-
sive median rents in the region,
behind Brookline at $3,040 and
Cambridge at $2,990. The most
affordable cities in the area,
according to the report, are
Manchester, Brockton, Lowell
and Worcester, all around
$1,700 for a one bedroom.

“After several years of sig-
nificant rent growth coming
out of the pandemic, many
core Boston-area markets are
now seeing flat to modestly
declining year-over-year rents,
reflecting more of a cooling
phase right now. A notable
amount of new supply has
come on line across Greater
Boston, with more scheduled
to be completed at the end of
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this year, particularly in city
centers and transit-adjacent
areas. That additional inven-
tory has eased competition in

cities like Boston, Cambridge,
and Somerville, placing modest

(Continued on Page 8)

Major Shift Expected to “Natural”
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U.S. Population

According to the Congressional
Budget Office Demographic
Outlook (CBODO), there is a real
possibility that more Americans
will die than be born in 2030,
leaving immigrants as the only
source of population growth.
For the first time in modern
history, the United States is
at risk of witnessing a reverse
trend, instead more births than
deaths, we could very well see
more deaths than births.

According to the CBODO,
the year 2030 marks a tipping
point that could totally reshape
the economy and social fabric.
That’s the year the “natural”

(Continued on Page 8)
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Eros, the Greek god of love
was the fairest of all male dei-
ties. He subdued the hearts of
gods and mortals. His brothers
and his sister were Anteros, the
god of requited love, Deimos,
the god of fear, Phobos, the god
of fright, and Harmonia, the
goddess of friendly relations.
All were the offspring of Ares
and Aphrodite (Mars and Venus
in Rome). Eros was not only
thought of as the god of sensual
love, but armed with bow and
arrows, he was thoughtless,
unpredictable, and showed
no pity for anyone. One of his
companions was the goddess
named Pitho (Persuasion). The
Roman name for Pitho was
Suada or Suadela and it’s inter-
esting to note that the Latin
word “suadere” means suggest,
or urge. Probably the most
ancient seat for the worship
of Eros was the Grecian city
of Thespiae. This was also the
location of a large pillar-shaped
stone that was worshiped as
his image.

Additionally, Eros personified
the bond of devoted friend-
ship between boys and men,

EROS
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Eros Stringing his Bow,
a Roman copy from the
Capitoline Museum of a
Greek original by Lysippos;
27d century AD; Capitoline
Museum (Rome)

especially in war or any kind
of bold adventure. The war-
ring Spartans sacrificed to him
before a battle, and a sacred
band of youths was dedicated to
him at Thebes. Also, at Samos,
a freedom festival was dedicated
to Eros as the god who bound

men and youths together in
honor and friendship.

The most solemn of the
ancient festivals to Eros took
place in the city of Thespiae
every fifth year with great
ceremony, gymnastics, and
musical contests. We are told
that even domestic quarrels,
which had caused marital
discord, were resolved at this
time.

Works of art usually showed
this god as a beautiful youth
with bow and arrows, or burn-
ing torches. The Roman coun-
terpart to Eros was named
“Amor, Cupido, or Cupid.” They
also represented him in art
carrying a bow and wearing a
quiver of arrows. Even though
Greeks and Romans considered
Eros and Cupid to be one and
the same, the name of Psyche
(a female companion) appears
to have been associated with
Cupid rather than with Eros.
During the next two issues, it
will be my pleasure to relate
the story of Cupid and Psyche.

NEXT WEEK:
Cupid and Psyche

President Trump Adamant
that U.S. Needs Greenland

President Donald Trump
refuses to back down from
his assertion that the “United
States needs Greenland, and
anything less is unaccept-
able.” Trump is adamant the
“U.S. needs to take control of
Greenland for the purpose of
National Security,” making this
declaration prior to meeting
with Danish and Greenlandic
officials earlier this week.

“NATO should be leading
the way for us to get it. If
we don’t, Russian or China
will, and that is not going to
happen!” Trump posted on
Truth Social. Vice-President JD
Vance and Secretary of State
Marco Rubio will meet with
Denmark’s foreign minister
Lars Lokke Rasmussen and
Vivian Motzfeldt of Greenland in
an attempt to resolve the uproar
over Trump’s insistence that the
U.S. must annex Greenland,
which has been under Danish
Control for centuries.

Greenland Prime Minister
Jens-Frederik Nielsen stood

alongside Danish Prime
Minister Mette Frederiksen
at a recent press conference
stating, “If we have to choose
between the United States and
Denmark here and now, we
choose Denmark. We choose
NATO. We choose the Kingdom
of Denmark. We choose the
EU.” Nielson also warned that
Greenland will not accept a
takeover by the U.S. under
“any circumstances” and urged
NATO to defend it in the event
of an attack.

The United States currently
maintains a military presence
on the island, and Denmark has
been clear that Washington DC
is welcome to supplement that
force at any time to head off
potential threats from Russia
or China. “Greenland does
not want to be owned by the
United States. Greenland does
not want to be governed by the
United States. Greenland does
not want to be part of the United
States,” Nielsen emphasized
last week.
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White House spokesperson
Anna Kelly told the New York
Post that President Trump
“believes that Greenland is a
strategically important location
that is critical from the stand-
point of national security. He is
confident Greenlanders would
be better served if protected by
the United States from modern
threats in the Arctic Region.
The president is committed to
establishing long-term peace at
home and abroad.”

ATTENTION

ATTORNEYS

The POST-GAZETTE
newspaper is a paper
of general circulation.
We are qualified to
accept legal notices
from any court in each
town that we serve.

For information on placing a
Legal Notice in the
POST-GAZETTE
please email
postgazette @aol.com
call (617) 227-8929, or mail
notice to:
POST-GAZETTE
P.0. BOX 130135
BOSTON, MA 02113
Attn: Legal Notices

Nancy Pelosi
Off Her Game in Stock Market

Former Speaker of the U.S.
House of Representatives Nancy
Pelosi, (D-CA), may have been
the top Congressional S&P 500
performer in 2024, with a mar-
ket gain of 52%, yet it seems
her portfolio has taken a hit,
with a new report showing the
congresswoman failed to make
the 2025 list of the top gainers in
Congress. Tracking the trading
activity of members of Congress
has grown in popularity and has
raised eyebrows on a number
of occasions due to their timing
and potential conflicts of interest for some committee members.

New data from Quiver Quantative, shared by the New York Post,
shows 10 members of congress, 8 Republican and 2 Democrat,
who gained the most from their investment portfolios in 2025:

Representative Tim Moore (R-NC) +52%, Senator Ted Cruz
(R-TX) +50%, Representative Lisa McClain (R-Mich.) +37%,
Representative Pete Ricketts (R-Neb) +37%, Representative Thomas
Suozzi (D-NY) +35%, Representative Lisa Murkowsi (R-Alaska)
+35%, Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene, (R-GA) +33%,
Representative Shri Thanedar (D-Mich) +29%, Senator Mitch
McConnell (R-KY) +29% and Senator John Kennedy (R-LA) +29%.

Marjorie Taylor Greene, was one of the most followed members
of Congress by investors in 2025, thanks to her frequent trades
and strong returns. The congresswoman’s last day in Congress was
January 5, so she will no longer be required to publicly disclose
her investments. Greene has previously stated she had a portfolio
manager who made trades for her without insider information.

Some members of congress seemed to spend more time manag-
ing their portfolios than they did their job on Capitol Hill,” Quiver
Quantitative CEO Christopher Kardatzke stated in the New York
Post. Ranking outside the top 10 was Pelosi who gained 18% in
2025 and a 54% gain for her portfolio in 2024. Like Greene, Pelosi
will not be required to disclose her stock picks in the future, as
she has announced she is not running for re-election in November
2026, and will depart Congress in 2027 after 40 years.

EAST BOSTON HOLIDAY LIGHTS COMMITTEE
THANKS THE FOLLOWING
FOR PURCHASING A WREATH
IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE

W

In Memory of

Angelina Mercurio
Angelo Candreva

Lovingly By
Libby Scimemi & Family
Candreva Family

Anthony C. Simboli Sister Marie
Anthony lacomino Lisa Gallotto
Baby Haily V. Bravo From Your Family
Chris Manzi David Manzi

Domenic & Lucille Gambardella
Domenico Capogreco

Dr. Domenic G. Amara

Eddie Manzi

Fr. Gregory Mercurio

Frank & Virginia Tortorici
Frank Coccimiglio

Frank Diano

Gaetano & Lucia Gambardella
George Aceto 3rd

Gilberto Cardenas

Giuseppe Mercurio

James Devlin

Jean Avallone

Jimmy Sartori

Joe & Josie Wardell

Joseph & Marie Deneumoustier
Lina Capogreco

Lucy & George Aceto

Mario Scimemi

Mary & Peter Bruno

Maureen Carney

Rino & Anna Dicenso

Joanne Fitzgerald

Vincenzo Capogreco & Family
Pirandello Lyceum

David Manzi

Libby Scimemi & Family

Elisa Tortorici

Maria Coccimiglio

Diano Family

Joanne Fitzgerald

Michelle Aceto - Amanouz
Yesenia Martinez

Libby Scimemi & Family

Jim and Anna Devlin

Anthony Avallone

Patti Sartori

Joanne Fitzgerald

Colette Deneumoustier & Family
Your husband and Children
Michelle Aceto - Amanouz

Libby Scimemi

Barbie Puopolo

Stephen, Claire, James & Declan Carney
Tony, Anna, Sadie & Nico Dicenso
and the Staff at Rino’s Place

With love, your daughters Kelly & Deena
Barbie Puopolo

Rosemarie D’Amelio-Perry
Sandra & Al Gambale

Tony Galbiati Galbiati Family

The opinions expressed by our columnists and contributors
are not necessarily the same as those of The Post-Gazette, its
publisher or editor. Photo submissions are accepted by the Post-
Gazette provided they are clear, original photos. There is a $5
charge for each photo submitted. Photos can be submitted via
e-mail: postgazette@aol.com. If you want your photos returned,
include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.



POST-GAZETTE, JANUARY 16, 2026

PAGE 3

POST-GAZETTE

Pamela Donnaruma, Publisher and Editor
5 Prince Street, P.O. Box 130135, Boston, MA 02113
617-227-8929 617-227-8928 FAX 617-227-5307

e-mail: postgazette@aol.com
Website: www.BostonPostGazette.com
Subscriptions in the United States $35.00 yearly

Published weekly by
Post-Gazette, 5 Prince St., P.O. Box 130135,
Boston, MA 02113
USPS 1538 — Second-Class Postage paid at Boston, MA
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the
POST-GAZETTE - P.O. Box 130135, Boston, MA 02113

James V. Donnaruma Caesar L. Donnaruma Phyllis F. Donnaruma
1896 to 1953 1953 to 1971 1971 to 1990

Vol. 131 - No. 3 Friday, January 16, 2026

OUR POLICY: To help preserve the ideals and sacred traditions
of this our adopted country the United States of America:
To revere its laws and inspire others to respect and obey

them: To strive unceasingly to quicken the public’s sense of

civic duty: In all ways to aid in making this country greater
and better than we found it.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Perseverance Pays Off
for North End Shuttle Service

Dear Editor:

I have always heard the adage “the squeaky wheel gets
the o0il” but did not see it in action until October 2025
when the Stop and Shop decided abruptly to stop send-
ing the Shuttle from Joseph’s Transportation to the North
End. This service was sorely needed by residents in the
North End so like Paul Revere I sounded the alarm and
gave people the number to call the corporate office. [ went
on every social media site (and Howie Carr) to voice my
complaint, asked your paper to post it and I reached out
to City Councilor Gabriela Colletta Zapata’s office and her
North End Liaison Samantha Perrachi.

They snapped into action and we got ONE Shuttle (where
we previously had them coming 9 times a week.) But
Councilor Colletta Zapata and I stayed on it like a dog on
a bone and [ am pleased to announce with the Councilor’s
input, mine and my neighbor’s tenacity and this paper’s
help we got ONE MORE SHUTTLE TIME ON WEDNESDAYS
AT 12:30 (starting January 21) so we can be pleased our
hard work paid off. But we are not done yet. We still would
like one Saturday shuttle. Is it possible? Let’s Get more
squeaky wheels!

Rita Pagliuca
North End Resident

LETTERS POLICY

The Post-Gazette invites its readers to submit
Letters to the Editor

« Letters should be typed, double-spaced and must include the
writer's name, address, and telephone number. Anonymous
letters are not accepted for publication.

» Due to space considerations, we request that letters not
exceed two double-spaced, type-written pages.

» This newspaper reserves the right to edit letters for style,
grammar and taste and to limit the number of letters published
from any one person or organization.

 Deadline for submission is 12:00 noon on the Monday prior
to the Friday on which the writer wishes to have the material
published. Submission by the deadline does not guarantee
publication.

Send letter to: Pamela Donnaruma, Editor,
The Post-Gazette, P.O. Box 130135, Boston, MA 02113

Photo Submission Guidelines

Photos submitted for publication should have
a minimum resolution of 150 dpi (or ppi),
300 dpi for best results. Photos taken with
camera phones are typically only 72 dpi
and will be too grainy to print. If taking
photos for a submission, please use a
digital camera. If supplying existing photos,
please submit a high-quality print

for scanning.

Revere City Council

Members of the Revere City Council 2026 following their Oath of Office.

Members of the Revere City Council took the oath of office and
were sworn in last week by City Clerk Ashley Melnik. All members
have pledged to work alongside Mayor Patrick Keefe and each other
to ensure they focus diligently on what’s best for the residents and
business owners in the City of Revere.

(L to R): Ward 5 Revere City Councilor and Vice-President of
the Council Angela Guarino Sawaya, Mayor Patrick Keefe, and
At-Large Councilor and President of the City Council Anthony
Zambuto.

What Goes Up, Must Come Down

at St. Leonard Parish
Transitioning from One Season into Next

Along with Catholics all
over the world, parishioners
from St. Leonard Church
in the North End of Boston
were blessed to participate
in the season of Advent, and
Christmas Time, celebrat-
ing Jesus’ birth. Beginning

|

Maria DiStefano and Chrissy
Pagliuca volunteer top remove
the Christmas decorations at
St. Leonard Church.

on Sunday, January 11,
following the Baptism of the
Lord, we will enter Ordinary
Time, bringing about the need
to join together and lend a
hand taking down the beautiful
Christmas decorations adorn-
ing St. Leonard Church. A
dedicated group of volunteers,

led by Master of Ceremonies
Michael Bonetti, did just that
and with joy in their hearts and
smiles on their faces.

On Wednesday, February 18,
The Season of Lent will begin as
we all eagerly await the resur-
rection of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday,
April 5th.

Making sure the many feet
of Christmas lights stay
untangled and ready for next
season.

And that’s a wrap for
the Christmas Season at
St. Leonard Church.

It’s all about teamwork at
St. Leonard Parish in the
North End, Boston.

Steady as he goes, perched
high atop the ladder on
St. Leonard alter.
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L’ Anno Bdllo: A Year in Italian Folklore
When the Moon Hits Your Eye

Every January, I look forward
to a certain kind of dark and
still night. During a night like
this, a mystical hush infuses
the air, as if the whole Earth
stands holding its breath, inter-
rupted only by quiet wafts of
chilly wind. Gray clouds scuttle
across the dusky sky, obscuring
the stars. I hear the gurgling
of melting snow as it rushes
down the drainage system, a
sound indicative of the frequent
January thaws and the cyclical
turning of the year. Indeed, the
sensation of the coming spring
permeates this night, as only
short hours before the sky
had been a jewel-like hue of
deep blue. However, the sight
which makes me shiver with
the most awe on this night is
the full moon suspended above
me. She glows with a pearly
white incandescence as she
winks from behind the passing
clouds, adding to the enigmatic
mood of the evening. Seeing
such a moon reminds me of all
the reasons why this heavenly
orb resonates so strongly with
me: her mysterious beauty,
her link to powerful feminin-
ity, the way her graceful silver
light whispers promises of the
changing seasons. The January
moon has always been particu-
larly meaningful for me, as she
brims with the energy of the
new year and forms an elegant
and radiant counterpoint to
the dark winter skies. She
carries the anticipation of the
spring, much in the same way
as women-centered January
holidays like St. Agnes’s Day.
In all of her manifestations and
stages, the moon has captured
the attention of societies world-
wide, boasting her own slew of
folklore and superstitions.

In part, my love from the
moon appears woven into my
DNA, a characteristic of my
Italian heritage. When I was

by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz

(Image by Freepik)

a child, my dad would fre-
quently sing a catchy pop hit
he remembered from his Italian
boyhood, whose lyrics intoned:
“La luna, la luna, ti portard
fortuna” — meaning “the moon
will bring you luck.” Several
Roman deities, the majority of
them women, presided over the
moon. Diana, the forest-dwell-
ing huntress, was associated
with the crescent moon, per-
haps because it resembled the
shape of her bow. The darker
side of the moon belonged to the
goddess Trivia, most commonly
known by her Greek name
Hecate, who ruled over witch-
craft, crossroads, and all the
spooky aspects of night. Finally,
the goddess Luna served as
the very personification of the
moon, and her name lent itself
to the Italian name for “moon.”
Contemporary Italians still
include mentions of the moon
in their folklore, especially in
the realm of superstition. The
most famous Italian moon-
related superstition, also
repeated frequently in the
United States, declares that
the full moon exerts an influ-
ence over human behavior,
encouraging romance but
also lunacy. In fact, the word
“lunacy” shares the same root
as “luna.” Italians also whisper
stories of the lupo mannaro, or
werewolf, who changes into a
frightening beast under the full
moon. Sundry moon supersti-
tions include cutting one’s
hair during a waxing moon, to
ensure that it will grow back
lusciously as the moon gets
bigger, and that pointing at the
moon is considered rude and
unlucky. These pieces of lore
speak to the moon’s immense
cultural significance.

One January holiday in par-
ticular boasts the same sense of
magic and mystery I associate
with the moon. January 21% is

BOSTON
30 Prince St., Boston, MA 02113
617-523-6766
FAX: 617-523-0078

NoBILE INSURANCE

MICHAEL F. NOBILE, CPCU
Email: MNobile@Nobilelnsurance.com

ALBANO F. PONTE, CEP
Financial and Estate Planning
Email: AFPonte@msn.com
Phone: 617-320-0022

MEDFORD
39 Salem St., Medford, MA 02155
781-395-4200
FAX: 781-391-8493

St. Agnes’s Day, or la Festa di
Sant’Agnese in Italian, honor-
ing a Roman virgin and martyr
killed in the early fourth cen-
tury. In Italy, this feast is linked
to lambs, possibly because of
the similarity between the name
Agnese and the Italian word for
lamb, agnello. Every year, the
Pope blesses two lambs brought
to Rome on January 21 specifi-
cally for the feast of St. Agnes.
Significantly, sheep begin birth-
ing lambs and commence the
process of lactation around the
middle of January. Therefore,
la Festa di Sant’Agnese is one
of those January holidays that
looks ahead to the promise
of spring, that honors rebirth
and the new life blossoming
under the winter snow. How-
ever, in addition to livestock,
old St. Agnes’s Day celebrations
sparkled with enchantment and
secrets. In the England of yore,
the eve of St. Agnes’s Day was
set apart for romantic divina-
tion. Since St. Agnes is the
patron of young women, girls
would seize this opportunity to
perform a plethora of charms
in order to dream about their
future spouse. These charms
involved mysterious activities
such ranging from silently
walking backwards to bed,
baking a cake at night without
uttering a word, or repeating
a magical rhyme while throw-
ing grain into the soil. The
romantic, supernatural nature
of St. Agnes’s Day perfectly
accentuates the frigid, moonlit
nights of January, when the
moon illuminates the shadowy
skies and hints at the spring
to come.

Though she is often eclipsed
by the warm and fiery sun,
the moon provides us with
a unique blend of mystical
beauty and starry-eyed magic.
She is a prominent figure in
folklore and mythology, having
long amazed people with her
changing faces and powerful
nocturnal presence. Wielding
the mighty ability to affect tides
but gentle enough to form lacy
patterns of moonlight through
the bare winter tree branches,
the moon continues to enjoy
her place in superstition, as
people still repeat tales of her
influence on human behavior.
I encourage everyone to take
time out of their busy lives to
glance at the moon in all her
splendor — whether she stands
as a full white orb, or a glimmer-
ing sliver in the sky, or shyly
peeks behind slate-colored
clouds. One of my favorite moon
moments was years ago, when I
was driving back home with my
mother after visiting my grand-
mother. As we passed a lake
whose waters gleamed like pol-
ished glass in the nighttime, we
immediately noticed an enor-
mous full moon suspended in
the sky, sending her spangles of
light flitting across the tranquil
waters. This moment reminded
me that there is still so much
beauty, magic and mystery
in our world, which will only
continue to be revealed as the
winter melts into the renewed
life of spring.

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz
is a high school history teacher.
She appreciates any comments
and suggestions about Italian
holidays and folklore at
adicenso89@gmail.com.

by Sal Giarratani u n

Emergency Rooms Always Have
Policies and Protocols
What Happened at Boston Medical Center?

I have been reading and re-
reading a Boston Herald news
story by reporter Rick Sobey on
that rape at the Boston Medical
Center (BMC) ER and I am
glad that Councilor Ed Flynn
is pushing for a review of what
transpired. However, as I read
the narrative of what took place,
it made no sense to me. Prior to
my retirement, I spent 6 years
as a mental health counselor
on an acute inpatient unit and
28 years as a police officer (and
sergeant) for the Boston Metro
DMH Area police department
and was no stranger when it
came to transporting mentally
ill clients to an emergency room.

From what I got from read-
ing the Boston Herald story,
a patient on a Section 12
presented himself in the ER.
According to the news story
“Hospital staff was supposed
to be with him at all times.”
However, in all my years as a
police officer, if a DMH police
escorted a DMH patient to the
ER, it was DMH who provided
security while a patient was
there for non-psychiatric care.

Whether it was BMC, Brigham
and Women'’s, Mass General or
Tufts ERs, hospital security
never provided security. Also,
the Section 12 hold was never
done by the ER, the patient
would arrive at the ER with a
pink paper upon entry to the
ER.

There was always a set-aside
area to hold Section 12s? Did
BMC write the section or was it
previously written to hold the
patient there to be seen by an
ER doctor. These clients never
sit in this “psych” area without
DMH staff present with them.

What the story didn’t explain,
how did this Sectioned 12
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patient show up at the ER in
the first place. Did he arrive by
ambulance from another hos-
pital or medical faculty, or did
arrive from a community-based
facility?

In all my years doing ER
escorts, never once did hos-
pital security anywhere ever
take responsibility or custody
of someone on a section. That
was never my job. If this patient
was able to roam freely through
an ER, that is a big problem.
Someone had to be responsible
for his whereabouts and own
safety. But whose job was it?
Is the ER unit responsible to
someone else?

City Councilor Ed Flynn
wants the Boston Public Health
Commission to ensure this
never happens again. Who was
responsible for this sectioned
patient at the time he man-
aged to disappear roaming
through the emergency room
and eventually assaulting a
female patient?

City Councilor Ed Flynn seeks
to have this incident fully inves-
tigated by the Boston Public
Health Commission. That is a
given. Who was watching the
man and who actually had
custody of him while I assume
was waiting to be seen. Who was
watching the patient and whose
patient was he actually at the
time he was able to freely roam
the emergency room.

I thought I would write this to
you since [ had over all my years
in DMH escorting clients to ERs.
I never lost one patient because
I was always by his or her side.
I only left the ER when custody
of the patient was passed on
to someone else or the patient
returned with me to the facility
from which he came.
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Boston City Council Committee
Assignments Handed Out
Mayor Wu Says “It Wasn’t Me!”

by Patti Sartori

The shock and the drama surrounding last
week’s election of a new Boston City Council
President has begun to wear off but the inuendo’s
and finger pointing are still going strong. The
newly elected Boston City Council President,
and surprise last minute candidate, Liz Breadon,
announced her committee chair assignments
earlier this week, with key positions going to
those councilors who supported her presidency
and allies of Mayor Wu.

“As Boston continues to change, the Boston
City Council must evolve with it. These commit-
tee assignments reflect a commitment to clearer
oversight and stronger collaboration,” Breadon
said in a statement.

As two councilors initially passed on serving
as Breadon'’s vice-president, District 1 Councilor
Gabriela Coletta Zapata, a strong ally of Mayor
Wu, has accepted the offer to fill the role. Coletta
Zapata, claimed to have the presidency locked up
for months, only to drop out the day before the
vote when three of her supporters pulled their
support, will also chair the powerful government
operation committee, which is responsible for
finalizing legislation proposed by the mayor and
city council.

Brian Worrell, also actively pursued the council
presidency and witnessed his support fall apart
the morning of the vote, will chair the environ-
mental justice resiliency and parks committee
along with the committee on labor and economic
development.

Ways and Means, along with Government
Operations are traditionally viewed as the top
two committees. This time around the Ways and
Means committee will be chaired by Councilor

Brian Weber, who nominated Breadon for the
council president and is viewed as another ally
of Mayor Michelle Wu.

At-Large Councilor Henry Santana, who was
prodded and carried across the finish line in the
November election thanks to mayor Wu'’s influ-
ence and assistance will serve as chair of the
Public Safety and Criminal Justice committee,
Sharon Durkan will head planning, development
and transportation and Enrique Pepen will chair
housing and community development. Immedi-
ate past council president Ruthzee Louijeune,
will chair two committees including the newly
established, census, redistricting and elections
committee.

All are considered to be considered allies of Wu
who has flat out denied allegations that she had
a hand in tipping the scale in favor of Breadon
as council president. Wu said while she was in
contact with councilors throughout the evening
prior to the swearing in and vote, she did not
instruct councilors Durkan or Weber to visit
Breadon’s home to influence the vote.

“I was busily writing, finishing my inaugural
speech that night, and so I was getting little bits
and pieces of information from the team. Just as
people were updating me. But most of all, [ was
a little bit panicked. Frankly, the speech was not
done, and I stayed up quite late trying to finish
it. So, I was in touch with various councilors who
reached out saying, you know this is happening,
or that is happening, but it was certainly not my
desire or instruction or suggestion that those
two should go and recruit their colleague to step
into the race,” the mayor stated during a recent
WBUR radio interview.

Meet Boston Announces Exciting Winter Activities:
Frostival Lodge Furnished By
Wayfair At Copley Square
And A Spectacular Ferris Wheel
On The Greenway

Two New Seasonal Experiences Provide the Perfect Starting

Point for Planning a Winter Getaway to Boston

Boston offers a variety of ex-
ceptional seasonal experiences
all winter long. Outdoor skat-
ing, winter art installations like
Winter active, arts and culture
experiences, vibrant theatre and
live entertainment, wine and
food festivals, Dine Out Boston,
sporting events at TD Garden
and much more.

The inaugural Boston Fros-
tival swings back into gear this February with
two signature activations — the Frostival Lodge
furnished by Wayfair at Copley Square open-
ing February 6, and the 75-foot Frostival Ferris
Wheel on the Greenway operating throughout the
entire month of February.

“Frostival represents our dedicated effort to rei-
magine winter in Boston with new and interactive
programming that is appealing to audiences of
all ages,” said Meet Boston CEO Martha J. Sheri-
dan. The Frostival Lodge furnished by Wayfair
will feature fun and festive offerings thanks to a
unique partnership between Meet Boston, Eataly,
Wayfair, and NBC Boston. Wayfair will outfit the
space with cozy, comfortable cabin furniture and
decor, and the entire collection is shoppable on
their site. Eataly will offer food and drink options
befitting a winter wonderland.

“As your Milan/Cortina Winter Games destina-
tion, NBC Boston is proud to partner with Meet
Boston to bring all the excitement to Frostival,”
said Chris Wayland, President and General
Manager of the Boston stations of NBC and Tel-
emundo. “We are thrilled to support Boston’s
latest and most exciting winter attraction.”

In addition to warming nooks and a heated
outdoor patio, the Frostival Lodge furnished by
Wayfair will include the following activities:

* Weekly trivia nights

¢ Kids movie time with silent Disco headphones

¢ Small-scale live musical performances

* Curling lane and cornhole boards

* Table-top and group games
such as Scrabble, Jenga,
chess, and backgammon

* Winter Games in Italy
watch parties

e Winter Games-themed
and Valentine’s Day-themed
Kids Crafts

* Pasta-making classes for
food enthusiasts

Please visit meetboston.
com/ frostival for a full lineup of programming.
Additional events will be added in the weeks to
come.

While the Lodge is generating buzz in Back
Bay, Meet Boston is also working with the Rose
Kennedy Greenway Conservancy to install a 75-
foot Ferris Wheel adjacent to the park’s iconic
carousel. The Frostival Ferris Wheel will operate
Wednesday through Sunday between January 31
and March 1. And for the first time ever, the
carousel will be open during weekends in
February.

“The Ferris Wheel on The Greenway is a perfect
symbol of what Frostival represents — bringing
people together in unexpected ways, even in the
coldest months,” said Chris Cook, Executive
Director of the Kennedy Greenway Conservancy.
“Thanks to our partnership with Meet Boston,
we’re able to turn The Greenway into a true win-
ter destination for residents and visitors alike.”

Boston offers a variety of exceptional seasonal
experiences all winter long. Cozy cocktail bars
and fireplace suites encourage guests to linger
and spend a night (or two) in the city. Outdoor
skating, winter art installations like Winter
active, arts and culture experiences, vibrant
theatre and live entertainment, wine and food
festivals, Dine Out Boston, sporting events at
TD Garden and much more make for the per-
fect winter escape whether you are traveling as
a family, for a romantic weekend or a getaway
with friends.
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Bricco
Boutique ItalianCuisine
241 Hanover St. « 617.248.6800

Maré

Seafood & Oyster Bar
223 Hanover St., 3 Mechanic St. « 617.723.MARE

Quattro
Grill, Rosticceria & Pizzeria
266 Hanover St. 617.720.0444

AquaPazza
Oyster Bar & Italian Kitchen
135 Richmond St. « 857-350-3105

Figaladli
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Trattoria Il Panino
Boston’s 1st Original Trattoria
11 Parmenter St. » 617.720.1336

Assaggio
Positano Cuisine Restaurant ¢ Lounge
29 Prince St. Boston « 617-865-1265

Umbria
Steakhouse & mia Roof Deck
250 Hanover St. « 617-868-1265

Dolce
Italian Cafe with 33 Flavors of Tiramisu
272 Hanover St.

Glarding

Cheers to
Artu and the Frattaroli Family
for a Celebration of La Befana

ABCD NE/WE NSC Director
Julia Power with the team
from Arta

The ABCD North End
Neighborhood Service Center
(NE NSC) welcomed the new year
in true Italian style with a joyful
and heartwarming celebration
of La Befana. Generously spon-
sored by Arta and the Frattaroli
family, this cherished tradition
filled the center with laughter,
incredible food, and a powerful
sense of togetherness for neigh-
borhood seniors.

La Befana celebrates the
Feast of the Epiphany on
January 6 honoring the 12%
day of Christmas when the
Three Wise Men presented gifts
to the Christ Child. According

Victor Pelatere (Office of
Senator Lydia Edwards)
enjoying lunch with a North
End resident

to legend, La Befana is a kind-
hearted witch who rides her
broom through the night. After
declining to join the Wise Men
on their journey, she later set
out on her own quest to find
the baby Jesus, leaving gifts for
children along the way. Today
Italian children eagerly hang
stockings or place shoes on
Epiphany Eve hoping for sweets
and surprises and maybe a little
worried about finding coal if
they were naughty.

At the NE NSC the celebra-
tion felt truly magical. While
there were no stockings or

Maria Perez (Office of Mayor
Michelle Wu) visiting with
lunch guests

coal in sight, there was an
abundance of love, joy, and
an unforgettable Italian feast.
Guests delighted in a delicious
spread of salad, pasta, meat-
balls, eggplant, and fresh bread.
Staff from the offices of Mayor
Michelle Wu, Senator Lydia
Edwards, and City Councilor
Gabriela “Gigi” Coletta Zapata
stopped by to share in the fes-
tivities. The room glowed with
warmth, community spirit, and
the happiness that comes from
honoring traditions together.
The NE NSC extends heart-
felt thanks to Artu and the
Frattaroli family for making
this celebration possible. Your
generosity created smiles, full
plates, and joyful memories for
our seniors and made for a truly
wonderful start to 2026.
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St. Theresa Society
Marks Christmas Season with Annual Holiday Celebration

Members of the St. Theresa Society in Boston’s North End gather to celebrate Christmas 2025.

The St. Theresa Society hosted its annual
Christmas party on December 14, bringing
together members and devotees of all ages for a
joyful evening of holiday celebration at the Gizio
Club on North Street. Beautifully decorated for
the season, the hall was transformed into a true
Winter Wonderland filled with Christmas spirit,
love, laughter, and community.

Guests enjoyed a delicious catered meal pro-
vided by Strega, along with an assortment of
homemade pastries generously donated by Sapori
di Famiglia Inc. Children and adults alike filled
the room with energy, showing off their dance
moves and singing along to festive Christmas
tunes throughout the evening. The celebration
became even more magical with a surprise visit
from the big man himself, Santa Claus, accom-
panied by the Elf on the Shelf, delighting children

The Rizzuto Family promises Santa they are
on the nice list during the Annual St. Theresa
Society Holiday Celebration.

and adults for photo opportunities.

participated in the Society’s annual Secret Santa

Everyone was treated to free holiday activi-
ties, including cookie decorating, hot chocolate
decorating, children’s crafts, and an abundance
of sweet treats. The celebration also featured

grab, where each member received a gift.

The St. Theresa Society extends its sincere
thanks to Strega, Sapori di Famiglia Inc.,
SportsWorld, Vinny’s Market, and all the mem-

a raffle with eye-catching prizes, including
a $100 scratch ticket tree, Boston Bruins
and Boston Celtics autograph baskets, and a
gigantic Rudolph basket. In addition, members

bers who donated and helped make this event
possible. It was truly a beautiful and wonderful
evening that captured the joy and togetherness
of the Christmas season.
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Boston Lyric Opera
Opera on Tour Series

A

| OPERA ON TOUR:
 DAUGHTERY

REGIMENT

FEBRUARY 17-21 - FREE: OPERA ON TOUR: DAUGHTER OF
THE REGIMENT - BLO embarks on the 2026 edition of its Opera
on Tour series, this time presenting at citywide branches of the
Boston Public Library a kid- and family-friendly one-act adaptation
of Daughter of the Regiment, Gaetano Donizetti’s comic opera
about an orphaned girl adopted by a group of soldiers. Four per-
formers engage audiences through singing, staging and narration
in these interactive performances. Opera on Tour: Daughter of the
Regiment runs 45 minutes and is aimed at children ages 5-12.

Dates and locations:
February 17 @ BPL South Boston Branch, 10:30 a.m.;
February 17 @ BPL Faneuil Branch in Brighton, 3:30 p.m.;
February 18 @ BPL Lower Mills Branch in Dorchester, 10:30 a.m.;
February 18 @ BPL Honan-Allston Branch, 3:30 p.m.;
February 19 @ BPL Grove Hall Branch in Dorchester, 10:30 a.m.;
February 19 @ BPL West Roxbury Branch, 3:30 p.m.;
February 20 @ BPL North End Branch, 10:30 a.m.;
February 20 @ BPL East Boston Branch, 3:30 p.m.; and
February 21 @ BPL Central Branch in Boston, 3:30 p.m.

ONE MONTH AWAY!
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Bring your curiosity and passion for the stars!

Cloudy or Rain Date: Feb. 26
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St. Ninian was born in Scotland

Saint Ninian

by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

A COLUMN OF PAST AND CURRENT EVENTS

w i Pa

:,ﬂ,ﬂ";ﬁ M was only a preparation for his life’s

by Bennett Molinari & Richard Molinari

The Lighthouse
of Alexandria

about the year 360, the son of a
Christian chieftain. Having been
baptized as a child, before he was
five years old, St. Ninian could read
and write, and had learnt to fear
God and honor his parents.

As a youth he desired to devote
his life to Christ and so, refusing
the money and position which were
his by right, he went on pilgrimage
to Rome. He reached Rome in about
the year 380. After some years in
Rome, Ninian became a priest. The
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main vocation: that of converting
the Picts in Scotland.

By 394 St. Ninian and his com-
panions entered Scotland. They
began by establishing a monastic
settlement on the isle of Whithorn,
where later developed a Cathedral
Church and the famous “Candida
Casa.” It was the first church
to be built of stone in Britain.
St. Ninian’s life consisted of alter-
nating periods of missionary jour-
neys and solitary retreats.

ERERNE

Famous in its day as one of the seven wonders of the ancient
world, the Lighthouse of Alexandria, Egypt was a marvel of con-
struction and technology. The Lighthouse was constructed in the
third century BC.

After Alexander the Great died, Ptolemy the First declared
himself king in 305 BC and commissioned its construction. The
Lighthouses was finished during the reign of his son Ptolemy II
and took twelve years to complete at a total cost of 800 talents
of silver or approximately 20 million dollars on today’s currency.

The light was produced by a furnace at the top, and the tower
was said to have been built mostly with solid blocks of limestone
and granite. At the time it was one of the tallest man-made struc-
tures, it stood more than 350 feet above sea level. Unfortunately
the lighthouse was damaged during several earthquakes, sometime
between 956 and 1323. It was eventually abandoned and left to
ruin by the local government. The lighthouse became the third
oldest surviving ruin but was eventually completely demolished in
1480 when the last of its materials were used to build the Citadel
of Qaitbay.

Today, The Ras el-Tin promontory, of Alexandria where the Ras
el-Tin Palace was built in the 19th century, represents all that is
left of the island of Pharos, the site of the lighthouse at its eastern
point having been weathered away by the sea.
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Pope desired that Ninian, whose
virtuous life and high learning
were well known, should return to
Scotland and evangelize his fellow
countrymen. The Pope consecrated
St. Ninian Bishop and gave him
several priests to assist him, as
well as relics, books, vestments
and sacred vessels.

In about the year 390,
St. Ninian and his compan-
ions left Rome and arrived in
Milan, where St. Ninian sought the advice of
St. Ambrose and received his blessing, From
Milan, St. Ninian traveled to Tours in France,
where lived the famous St. Martin, who became
the greatest single influence on the work
and life of St. Ninian. When St. Martin met
St. Ninian at once he perceived the holiness of
the British Bishop and so St. Martin took care
to instruct him.

Eventually St. Ninian returned to Britain, arriv-
ing first at Cumberland. Immediately he began
preaching, teaching and establishing monaster-
ies and churches. But his work in Cumberland

An important feature of
St. Ninian’s foundation at Candida
Casa was the “university.” It was
the only educational institution
in northern Scotland since all the
Roman schools had been closed
down following the withdrawal of
Roman troops from Britain.

So for thirty years and more
St. Ninian labored unceasingly for
the conversion of northern Britain.
Today Scotland contains dozens
of sites which owe their fame to the fact that
St. Ninian or one of his disciples built a church
or a monastery or a school at that place.

On September 16, 432 St. Ninian passed away
and was buried in the Cathedral Church of
St. Martin of Tours, at Whithorn. For eleven cen-
turies hundreds of thousands of pilgrims traveled
from all over Western Europe to Candida Casa
to pray at the tomb of St. Ninian.

The many miracles which were affected through
the prayers of St. Ninian in his earthly lifetime
continued after his passing.

The Feast Day of Saint Ninian is September 16.

Easy-Care Flowering Indoor Plants

by Melinda Myers

Brighten your home’s décor and elevate your
mood by adding a few flowering plants to your
indoor garden. You may be surprised to find a
wide array of flowering plants that will bloom
when they are grown indoors. Match the plant
to the growing conditions and your maintenance
style for ease of care and greatest success.

Add along-blooming moth orchid (Phalaenopsis)
to your collection. It thrives in most home envi-
ronments, making it the easiest of all the orchids
to grow. Position your orchid in a brightly lit
location that’s free of hot or cold drafts. Water
thoroughly with tepid water once a week. Leave
the flower stalk intact and wait for a second
smaller flush of flowers. Or prune it back to an
inch above the foliage, provide proper care and
watch for a fresh set of flowers in about a year.
Or gift the non-flowering plant to a gardening
friend. There’s always one who’s willing to wait
for the next set of flowers. In the meantime, you
can invest in a new variety for your home.

Treat yourself to an easy-care anthurium. You
can now find white, red, pink, lavender and even
yellow anthuriums for sale almost year-round.
The colorful heart-shaped “flowers” are modi-
fied leaves that hold their color for many weeks.
Grow this low maintenance, very forgiving plant
in bright, indirect light and water thoroughly
whenever the soil begins to dry.

Include bromeliads, another long bloomer
with unique tropical flowers. Those with pliable
leaves are more tolerant of lower light, while the
stiff-leaved bromeliads need bright light to thrive.
Water the soil often enough to prevent the roots
from drying. After weeks and even months of
flowering, the plant eventually dies but forms
offsets, known as pups, you can grow to maturity.

The tubular, red-burgundy flowers of lipstick
plant (Aeschynanthus radicans) reveal the inspi-
ration for its common name. Grow this long-
blooming, trailing plant in a warm location with
bright, indirect light. Water thoroughly when the
top inch of soil begins to dry. Move it to a slightly
cooler location and allow the soil to dry a bit more
between waterings during the winter.

Have fun by adding a hanging basket of goldfish
(Nematanthus) to your collection. This easy-care

Bromeliads are long bloomers with unique
tropical flowers.
(Photo credit: www.MelindalMyers.com)

plant produces long-lasting, orange-red flowers
that resemble goldfish. Place it in bright, indirect
light and water when the soil begins to dry.

Keep these and your other houseplants healthy
and minimize pest problems by providing proper
growing conditions and care. Fertilize actively
growing plants with a flowering houseplant fer-
tilizer according to label directions. Boost the
humidity by grouping plants together. As one
plant loses moisture, transpires, its neighbors’
benefit. Place pebbles in the saucer or tray to
elevate the pot above any water that collects
there. As the water evaporates, it increases the
humidity around the plant and eliminates the
need for you to empty excess water out of the
saucer.

Check all your plants for insects each time you
water. It is easier to manage small populations
than larger infestations. Use yellow sticky traps to
monitor and trap white flies, fungus gnat adults,
thrips and other houseplant pests. Manage fun-
gus gnat larvae residing in the soil with organic
Summit Mosquito Bits®. It contains a naturally
occurring soil bacteria, Bacillus thuringiensis
israelensis (Bti), that’s safe for people, plants,
and pets. Just follow the label directions for the
most effective control.

Look for opportunities to include these and
other flowering plants in your home. You'll enjoy
the added color and beauty these plants provide.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening books, including the Midwest Gardener’s
Handbook, 2" Edition and Small Space Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses “How to Grow
Anything” streaming courses and the nationally syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & radio
program. Myers is a columnist and contributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine and was commis-
sioned by Summit for her expertise to write this article. Myers’ website is www.MelindaMyers.com.
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CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (4K Ultra HD/Blu-ray/Digital)
Paramount Pictures

For the first time on 4K Ultra HD. Fast,
funny and incredibly entertaining, Steven
Spielberg directs Leonardo Di Caprio and
Tom Hanks in this stranger-than-fiction
tale inspired by a true story, Catch Me
If You Can. Frank W. Abagnale, Jr. is a
brilliant young master of deception. Frank
didn’t go to flight school ... Frank didn’t
go to medical school ... Frank didn’t go
to law school ... because Frank’s still in
high school. While he successfully passes
himself off as a pilot, a lawyer and a doc-
tor — all before his 21 birthday — an FBI agent closes in, hot
on his trail.

MINORITY REPORT (4K Ultra HD/Blu-ray/Digital)
Paramount Pictures

Acclaimed director Steven Spielberg’s
action-packed foretelling vision of the
future comes to 4K Ultra HD for the first
time, with the 4K Ultra HD release of
: Minority Report. When Pre-crime detec-
= tive John Anderton (Tom Cruise) is
" identified as a future murderer, he must
3 race against his own specialized police
department and time itself to prove his
innocence of a crime he has yet to commit.
Visually stunning and packed with relent-
less action, it is a cerebral, high-octane
ride through a future where free will is under surveillance — and
nothing is at it seems.

VAMPIRE ZOMBIES FROM SPACE! (Blu-ray)
Cleopatra Ent.

1947, in the small town of Marlow, young Mary witnessed her
mother’s gruesome death, where the infamous Dracula emerged
from the shadows to claim her life. Now, ten years later, the trauma
of that night still haunts her, especially as strange occurrences
begin to plague her town. When her sister and father mysteriously
vanish, Mary knows something sinister is at play. Determined to
uncover the truth, Mary starts digging into the events surrounding
her sister and father’s disappearances. At the same time, hard-
nosed police Chief Clarke and a new transfer, Detective Wallace,
eager to prove himself, begin piecing together clues linked to the
recent strange occurrences. The deeper they delve, the more they
realize that something far worse than they imagined is unfolding
in Marlow. Terror grips the town as a full-blown zombie outbreak
erupts, leaving chaos in its wake. The military is swiftly deployed,
led by the over-the-top Colonel Talbit, who declares a state of
emergency. Amidst the panic, Mary finds an unlikely ally in Wayne,
a chain-smoking greaser with a heart of gold and a knack for
trouble. As they investigate further, they uncover Dracula’s true
plan: to build an unstoppable army of vampire zombies, using the
unsuspecting townspeople of Marlow as his soldiers. His goal is
to unleash this nightmarish force upon the world, plunging it into
eternal darkness under his rule. Mary, Wayne, Chief Clarke, and
Wallace must band together to stop Dracula before his army grows
too powerful to contain. Their mission is clear: Stop Dracula and his
undead legion before they overrun Marlow ... and possibly the world!

ON THE RUN (Blu-ray)
88 Films

Directed by Alfred Cheung and starring the legendary Yuen
Biao, noir crime drama On The Run remains a classic staple of
the thriller genre from Hong Kong. In the aftermath of his wife’s
brutal murder, struggling cop Heung Ming (Yuen Biao) is forced to
go into hiding after discovering corruption in the ranks. His only
ally is a deadly assassin Chui (Pat Ha) as they each try to avoid
arrest, and even death.

FRIGHTMARE - Tromatic Special Edition (Blu-ray)
Troma Films

The gory ghosts of Hollywood’s Golden Era return from the grave
craving bloody revenge, in Norman Thaddeus Vane’s Frightmare!
Following the death of legendary horror actor Conrad Radzoff
(Ferdy Mayne), a group of overzealous drama students steal his
corpse from his crypt and take it to the decrepit haunted house
where his finest fright films were made. As the night goes on, the
students lean the true meaning of terror, as Conrad’s vengeful
spirit takes them out one by one. Featuring incredible special
effects by Chuck E. Stewart and early performances by Jeffrey
Combs, Nina Talbot, Scott Thomson and Donna McDaniel.
Frightmare is a bloody terror trip from the Tromatic 1980s.

LUTHER THE GEEK - Tromatic Special Edition (Blu-ray)

Troma Films

A young country boy is plunged into the depths of homicidal
madness after witnessing the strange exploits of a carnival ‘geek,’
a caged drunk so desperate for whisky that he bites the heads off
live chickens in front of a freak show audience. Thirty years later,
Luther is all grown up and out on parole, after spending his child-
hood behind bars for a series of grisly murders. Armed with only a
pair of razor-sharp metal dentures and only able to communicate
through chicken clucks, Luther restarts his bloody rampage as he
terrorizes the citizens of a small town and takes a young mother
and her family hostage in their isolated farmhouse. Featuring one
of the most intense endings ever put on film, Luther the Geek is
good gory fun in the splatter flick tradition of The Texas Chainsaw
Massacre and The Toxic Avenger.
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The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS

of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

EAST BOSTON
WORKING ON PARADE’S
RETURN THIS YEAR

This past Monday night, a
group of East Boston activists
met for the third time down
at Kelley Square Pub trying
to plan the return of an East
Boston Italian American parade
after the demise of the annual
Columbus Day parade by woke
culture.

This latest meeting was the
third one held thus far and the
next one should be on Monday,
February 2 at 7:00 p.m. at the
pub. If you support the return
of our cultural parade this
coming October, join in with
your neighbors to make it
happen.

Over 20 community lead-
ers met this past Monday in
their quest to start the parade
again. We deserve it. This year’s
parade is dedicated to the mem-
ory of the late Buddy Mangini,
long-time parade organizer who
we still miss.

JEFF KUHNER LIKES
STIRRING THE POT

Over four straight morn-
ing shows, his topics went
from Maduro to the Boston
City Council to Minnesota

by Sal Giarratani

to Iran. It is like listening to
newspaper headlines. With
the Kuhnerman, everything
is simple. There is right and
wrong, black and white, but
that’s really not so, is it?

I still haven’t made up my
mind about the Minnesota ICE
shooting. I need more videos
and more facts. I need to sepa-
rate facts from disinformation.
Was the shooting of the driver
behind the wheel justified? The
Feds must do a complete inves-
tigation and not one tainted by
political bias.

I laughed when I heard the
Mayor of Minneapolis and the
Governor of Minnesota demand-
ing to be part of the investiga-
tion. Are these two guys, the
same guys that want nothing
to do with immigration issues?
Neither of the two wants city
or state police to involve them-
selves with ICE when they come
to town.

TAPPER VS. NOEM

Secretary of Homeland
Security Kristi Noem was a
guest on this past Sunday’s
CNN’s State of the Union show,
anchored by Jake Tapper.
During the program, Noem took
on Tapper over the recent ICE

shooting in Minneapolis and
defended the recent shooting.
Tapper grilled Noem for calling
the victim a domestic terrorist.
Noem quickly responded by
telling him he couldn’t change
the facts because he didn’t like
them.

At one point Tapper asked
Noem how she could be so
certain that the driver was
attempting to hurt the ICE
agents by her car. He asked if
she couldn’t have been trying
to just flee the scene. However,
Noem shot back, the victim had
weaponized her car and lunged
it forward into an ICE agent.

BOB WEIR FROM THE

GRATEFUL DEAD IS DEAD

Bob Weir from the Grateful
Dead just passed away at age
78. Weir,16, met up with Jerry
Garcia, 21, on New Year’s Eve
in 1963 when Weir went to hear
him play down at a local venue.
For Weir, the music never
stopped until last Saturday
when he passed away.

Once again, another legend
has left the scene. It used to be
legends who died were much
older than me. But not any-
more. I am only one year his
junior.

* Boston and Surrounding Areas See Rents Decrease (Continued from Page 1)

downward pressure on rents,”
said Crystal Chen, author of
the 2025 Boston Metro Report.

Regardless of price declines
in several cities, locations such
as Medford and Brockton saw
high rent hikes over the year.
Metro cities and towns remain
well above the national average
of $1,500 for a one bedroom in
December 2025, “underscor-
ing how expensive the region
remains despite recent rent
cooling,” Chen said.

Cities with the largest rent
decreases year over year include
Quincy, down 6.8%, Lowell fell

6,4% and Somerville fell 6.2%.
“Cities posting the largest or
most consistent rent declines
tend to share a common profile,
greater exposure to new mul-
tifamily construction, higher
starting rent levels, and limited
ability to absorb new supply
without price adjustments.
Markets such as Somerville,
Quincy, and parts of Boston
proper fell into this category,”
Chen added.

Boston rent prices have
dropped from a pandemic high
in 2022, leveling off around
2024, according to Zumper

data. Looking ahead, Chen said,
“continued softness or near flat
pricing appears likely in the
near term as supply remains
elevated in the coming year,
demand will be modest and
renters will have greater lever-
age than Boston renters are
typically accustomed to. That
said, Boston remains a structur-
ally supply-constrained market
over the long run. Once the
current wave of new construc-
tion is absorbed, rents are more
likely to stabilize and gradually
resume growth rather than
continue falling,” Chen stated.

* Major Shift Expected to “Natural” U.S. Population (Continued from Page 1)

U.S. population, the balance of
births over deaths, is projected
to vanish. “Net immigration (the
number of people who migrate
to the United States minus the
number who leave) is projected
to become an increasingly
important source of population
growth in the coming years, as
declining fertility rates cause
the annual number of deaths
to exceed the annual number of
births starting in 2030. Without
immigration, the population
would begin to shrink in 2030,”
the CBODO wrote.

From that point forward, every
additional person added to the
U.S. population will come from
immigration. The shift points to
a rapidly aging American soci-
ety, and is jarring at how soon

it is expected to arrive. Only a
year ago, the CBODO and others
believed this would occur late
in the 2030s or even into the
2040s, moving the timeline up
by less than a decade.

The accelerated change may
derive from declining fertil-
ity and an aging population.
Projected births are now at 1.5
per woman, below the required
2.1 “replacement rate,” needed
for a stable population, while
at the same time the “Baby
Boomer” generation is increas-
ing their mortality rates, with
annual deaths climbing.

There are substantial eco-
nomic consequences to this
shift. As the numbers of retirees
increases, the number of work-
ing funding the social safety net

is narrowing. Americans age 65
and older are the fastest grow-
ing segment of the population.
In 1960, there were approxi-
mately five workers for every
retiree. Today that ratio is closer
to three to one and by the mid-
2050s, the CBODO believes it
will decrease to two workers
per retiree.

The contraction will have
“significant implications” on
the federal budget, includ-
ing outsized effects on Social
Security and Medicare. The
loss of labor force growth could
also result in the America econ-
omy relying more heavily on
technological breakthroughs
and Al to drive future gains,
resulting in a de-humanized
workforce.

* News Briefs (Continued from Page 1)

leadership, we are holding bad
actors accountable and will con-
tinue to root out rampant fraud.”
Push to Reopen
Norwood Hospital

As negotiations continue over
the sale of Norwood Hospital,
two lawmakers are reviving
their push to reopen the hos-
pital. This past Monday, Rep.
John Rogers, D-Norwood and
Senator Mike Rush, D-West

Roxbury have filed a bill HD
5528 that would authorize
the Division of Capital Asset
Management and Maintenance
(DCAMM) to take the land the
hospital sits on by eminent
domain. Rogers’ office said
there have been ongoing talks
between the hospital’s current
owner, and other hospital oper-
ators to complete construction
and reopen the hospital. Rogers

has stated “This bill is about
protecting the health and safety
of the entire region by ensuring
access to essential, life-saving
care close to home.”
End Quote
“The three most important
days in American history
since the Civil War have been
December 7, 1941, September
11, 2001 and January 6, 2021
— U.S. Rep. Eric Swalwell
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A Nostalgic Remembrance

by John Christoforo

It was January, a cold snowy
January in 1955. Dad had
gotten a call from a friend in
Augusta, Maine. It seems that
there was a major snow storm
that hit Maine’s capital and
our cottage was in the nearby
town of Winthrop. Winthrop,
Maine had, at one point, a
Ford plant and a couple of
factories, but by the mid-"S0s,
they were ready to close. As a
result, the only real economy
the town had happened during
the summer when the seasonal
residence were back. The town
was situated on the south side
of Lake Maranacook. The road
we lived on, Memorial Drive,
had mostly summer cottages
on the lake side of the road
and local residents on the other
side. When Emil Andy called, it
was to say that he swung by the
lake to check on three places,
ours, Mike Barca’s place and
Emil’s brother-in-law’s place.
Mike was Dad’s best friend
from his days working for the
Boston schools. He and Mike
were two of the four pioneers
in the Department of Audio/
Visual Education. As two men
with Italian last names, they
gravitated toward each other
at a point in time when they
were in the minority. Mike had
married a woman from Maine
and they built a cottage on
Lake Maranacook back in the
’40s. Due to the friendship
that developed between Mike
and Dad, the families came to
know each other and we were
invited to their summer cottage
several times, a main reason for
us buying a summer cottage a
few doors away, right on the
lake. Next to Mike’s place was
Emil’s brother-in-law’s place.
Lionel Lemeux was a writer
for the Lewiston Sun, a local
daily newspaper in that part of
Maine. Emil and Lionel, or Lal,
as everyone called him, headed
to the lake to check out the
cottages after a major January
snow storm.

Emil told Dad that when they
got to our place, they couldn’t
find it. It was covered with
snow drifts, and the snow from
the roof in back of the cot-
tage slanted right out toward
the middle of the frozen lake.
As a result, Dad decided that
we should head to Maine to
see if there was any damage
to the place. The same storm
had hit Boston, but northern
New England had gotten a real
“Nor’ Eastah,” and they were
snow bound. Emil also said
that the roads were clear and
easy to travel on but we had
to be precautious. He advised
Dad to pull the antenna of the
car all the way up and attach

a red banner to the top. If we
stopped at a Maine intersec-
tion, the snow might be so high
that the only way a driver in a
vehicle coming from the right or
left might know we were there
behind a snow mound was to
look for the red flag. We packed
our warmest clothes and Dad,
Mom, Nanna, Babbononno and
I climbed into Dad’s 54 Chevy
and headed north.

Of course, part of
Babbononno’s things included
a gallon of Zi’Antonio’s best
homemade red wine. He had
become friendly with one of the
locals, a man called “Old Vic” by
the town’s people. Vic Gordon
was around Babbononno’s
age and the two had hit it off a
couple of summers earlier. Vic
had a thick Maine accent and
Babbononno spoke fractured
English. The wine broke the
communication barrier and
allowed the two old-timers to
understand each other without
a problem.

We headed north picking up
the Maine Turnpike just outside
of Portsmouth, New Hampshire
and continued toward Augusta.
A mile or so before the Lewiston-
Auburn sign was the sign for
Winthrop and we headed on
the local roads arriving at Mike
Barca’s cottage within a half
hour of when we planned to
be there. When we arrived, the
house was filled with several
families, Mike, his wife, Nara,
her parents Ed and Ma Mascal,
Emil Andy, his wife, Irene, their
three children, Lionel Lemeux,
his sons, and the Gordon fam-
ily from across the street. They
were all waiting for us. After
coffee, tea and a couple of
drinks, we headed to our place,
called Frosty’s Point. When Dad
bought the place, the original
owner gave Dad a discount on
the price if he would keep the
same name it had had for a
couple of generations. Seeing
most of the summer homes had
names, Dad kept the tradition
going which was part of the
acceptance of the Christoforo
family as part of the local sum-
mer scenery.

We bundled up again and
walked to our place which was
about 100 yards from Mike’s
cottage. Dad, Mike, Emil and
I began shoveling a path from
the road, and then the snow
away from the front door. It
took a long time as the snow
was several feet high. The door
was frozen shut so Emil and
Mom began cleaning snow away
from a kitchen window that was
just to the left of the door. The
window wasn’t locked and Mom
climbed inside followed by her
one-and-only favorite son (me).
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With us pushing from the inside
and Dad pulling from the out-
side, we finally opened the door.
Mike had brought a wagon filled
with dry firewood with him and
he and Dad stuffed the pot-belly
living room stove with whatever
would fit and then lit the fire.
Emil had brought a ladder from
Mike’s place, set it up, climbed
on the roof, cleared snow from
around the chimney then we
closed up and headed back to
Mike’s place, planning to return
within an hour or so when the
cottage had warmed up.

We walked back to Mike’s
place where Nara, her mother,
and Nanna had prepared din-
ner for everyone. Babbononno
and Old Vic had put a good
dent in the gallon of wine and
were singing two different songs
simultaneously, Vic’s in English
and Babbononno’s in Italian.
When we returned to our place
a couple of hours later, the heat
from the stove had melted a lot
of the snow from the sides and
roof of the cottage, enough so
that we could see the windows
and the back porch. When we
entered, the place was quite
warm. Mom and Nanna made
up the beds and we slept there
overnight.

One of the Gordon kids, Old
Vic’s granddaughter, knocked
on the front door early the next
morning and told us that Mike
and Nara expected all of us for
breakfast within the hour. We
could smell the bacon cooking
twenty yards from their front
door. As we walked in, Nara
yelled that we were having
fried eggs with bacon and ham.
She had also made buckwheat
pancakes from scratch and
drowned them in local maple
syrup. If you add in the home-
made bread, fresh from the
dairy butter and a few other
Maine delicacies, you had a
lumberjack’s breakfast. Nanna
had two pots of coffee waiting,
one American and one Italian.
It was a feast.

We decided to wait for a while
and then head back to Boston.
Dad, Emil, Mom and I headed
back to our cottage, which now
was completely visible due to
the heat from the stove melt-
ing the snow. Mom packed up
the bed linens and the rest
of the clothes and things we
had brought from Boston. We
headed back to Mike and Nara’s
place for a thank you and to
say goodbye, which took about
a half hour. It was quite an
experience for all of us and we
talked about the “Down Maine”
folks all the way home, referring
to them as if they were family.
Maybe, in a sense, they were, 70
something years ago ... seems
just like yesterday.
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In an Italian home, nothing is ever wasted. Leftover milk is often
transformed into fresh ricotta, and that ricotta finds its way into
everything from pillowy gnocchi and baked pasta dishes to rustic
pies and tender biscotti. The beauty of Italian cooking lies in its
ability to turn the simplest ingredients into comforting, deeply
satisfying dishes and desserts; recipes born of necessity, shaped
by tradition, and lovingly passed from one generation to the next.

My Nonna was famous for turning whatever simple ingredients
she had on hand into something scrumptious, whether a dinner
or a dessert, and these “Ricotta Bows” perfectly reflect that gift.
Originally created from leftover ricotta mixed with flour, sugar,
eggs, and fresh lemon, these soft, sweet-scented cookies are baked
without butter, oil, or milk and come together in less than 35
minutes. Simple to make and a pleasure to eat, “Nonna’s Ricotta
Bows” are one recipe I'm sure you are going to love, just as much
as [ always did!

NONNA’S RICOTTA BOWS
Fiocchi di Ricotta della Nonna
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¥
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1 packet Paneangeli Lievito or
2 teaspoons baking powder
and 2 packets vanillin

Confectioners’ sugar, for
dusting (about V2 cup)

5 cups 0 or all-purpose flour

1 cup well-drained ricotta (very
dry)

1 cup granulated sugar

2 large eggs

Zest and juice of lextra large
organic lemon

Preheat the oven to 350°F (180°C). Line two baking sheets with
parchment paper and set aside.

In a large mixing bowl, beat the eggs and sugar until light and
fluffy. Add the grated lemon zest and the well-drained ricotta,
mixing until smooth and well combined.

In a separate bowl, sift together the flour, Paneangeli (or baking
powder and vanillin). Gradually add the dry ingredients to the
ricotta mixture. Add just enough fresh lemon juice to bring the
dough together into a soft, pliable consistency.

Turn the dough out onto a lightly floured board and knead
gently until smooth. Using a tablespoon or cookie scoop, portion
the dough evenly. Roll each piece into a rope about 6 inches long,
twist into a bow shape, and place on the prepared baking sheets,
spacing them slightly apart. Bake for 15 to 25 minutes, depending
on your oven, or until the cookies are lightly golden.

Transfer to wire racks to cool completely. Once cooled, dust
generously with confectioners’ sugar and enjoy!

Marianna Bisignano is a psychologist for the Boston Public
Schools and can be reached at bisignanomarianna@gmail.com
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THOUGHTS sy DAN
ABOUT THIS & THAT

with Daniel A. DiCenso

Armenia Farewell:
Aram Khachaturian and the Genocide Memorial

The Armenian Genocide
Memorial was not only the fit-
ting end to the day but the only
right way to end the Armenian
journey. It memorializes the
tragedy that almost eradicated a
culture, a history and a people.
But, seeing it especially at the
end of my visit, [ felt it more as a
testament to the resiliency and
unity of a people, a people and
a tiny nation that throughout all
has continued and will continue
to overcome. A memorial to the
lives massacred, but a beacon of

Aram Khachaturian Museum

August 31 was my last full
day in Armenia and my time
was devoted to my host city of
Yerevan. Throughout my stay,
I had gotten to know Yerevan
quite well, its pulse and rhythm
and its many charms. The pink
glow of the vibrant Republic
Square greeted me each night
back to the hotel after a journey
to the county’s mountains.

Within its ancient walls, I
discovered many bookshops,
arts and crafts galleries as well
as authentic Armenian cuisine
and a sampling of Armenia’s
version of international cuisine
through a Mexican restaurant
(Los Pueblos) and an Italian
eatery (Limone).

Before I left, however,
I felt I ought to visit Aram
Khachaturian Museum before
the highlight of the day, the
Genocide Memorial. Museums
are often on my “maybe” list
when [ visit places as I prioritize
absorbing myself in the daily life
of the citizens but I had grown
rather fond of Republic Square
and after days visiting ancient
sites, I was ready for a stroll
through galleries.

Aram Khachaturian is not
a substitute for discovering
the villages and ruins in the
mountains, but it is does offer
a concise and comprehensive
overview of Armenian history,
from its prehistory (it contains
the oldest shoe ever unearthed)
through the creation of its
alphabet to its contemporary
artists. In all, I spent more time
in the museum than I had antic-
ipated. Good museums have the
ability to absorb even guarded
visitors into their collective pull
and Aram Khachaturian was an
informative journey.

By the early afternoon [ began
to make my way to the hill of
Tsitsernakaberd which since
1967 has been the site of the
Armenian Genocide Memorial
complex. The first sight to greet
visitors is the 44-meter tall
Memorial Column consisting
of two spheres representing
the rebirth of Armenia after its
darkest hour. The Armenian
Genocide Museum-Institute,
first opened in 1995, was closed
on that day but the Temple
of Eternity, an encirclement
made of twelve stone slabs
curved inward guarding the
eternal flame in the center,
was a sobering experience. It
is the epicenter of the complex
accompanied by the Memorial
Wall, honoring the names from
around the world who answered
Armenia’s cause and the sooth-
ing Alley of Trees to remember
the victims.

hope for the lives still prevailing.

Artifacts in the museum

The Armenian Genocide Memorial

The Temple of Eternity

2026 North End Athletic Association

Dear Parents:

It is once again time to reg-
ister for North End Athletic
Association baseball for the
spring and summer of 2026.
While it is only January, we
have been busy pulling together
much of the behind-the-scenes
pieces for another great year
of baseball. We need everyone
to register ASAP so we can put
together all the teams, align
all the coaches and assign all
the sponsors! The sooner you
register, the faster and better
we can put everything together.
Baseball is fully coordinated
with the N.E.A.A. Midnight
Riders Lacrosse Program so that
your child can play both sports
this spring if they want and not
have any conflicts.

It is time again for base-
ball registration for N.E.A.A.
Baseball for 2026. Please see
the breakdown of registra-
tion options below. Baseball
is played in the spring for
ages 4-12. Traveling Baseball
Program for 13-15-year-olds
is late spring/summer. We
are excited for this upcoming
season.

DODGERS TRAVELING
BASEBALL PROGRAM
UPDATED:

We are extremely excited
to offer a new, improved and
expanded Traveling Baseball
Experience this year for
13-15-year-olds.

This year, we will be having
a 13-year-old team playing
in the Lou Tompkins All-Star
Baseball League. This team
will be coached by Scott Perry
of Charlestown along with Rick
Martignetti — formerly of the
N.E.AA. Tigers.

We will also have our 15
and under team in the Lou
Tompkins All-Star Baseball
League: Coaches this year will
be Tony Merlino and Bryce Pill.
Michael DelloRusso will be the
GM.

Workouts will begin in May
and final teams will be chosen
before the end of May. This
expanded program will provide
a greater opportunity for more
players in the 13-15-year-old
age group!

Clinic, T-Ball, Minor League
and Major League Programs:

We are also looking forward to
our regular programs for ages
4-12 and they are as follows:

Clinic: 4-Year-Old Boys &
Girls — Saturday Mornings at
9:30-10:30 a.m.: Puopolo Park

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after February 09, 2026
by public or private sale to satisfy a
lien for towing, storage, and all other
fees due.

2015 HONDA CR-V
Vin #5J6RM4H39FL054898
2009 NISSAN VERSA
Vin #3N1BC13E39L355826
2015 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN
Vin #1GNSKJKC1FR141929
2023 TAIZHOU OMING
MOTORCYCLE ZHILONG
Vin #HZ2TBCNFOR1005763
2011 TOYOTA CAMRY
Vin #4T1BF3EK0BU729741
2012 HONDA CIVIC
Vin #2HGFB2F58CH524307

Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info @todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 01/16, 01/23, 01/30/2026

— Coach Marko will run this
program this year.

T-Ball: 5-Year-Old Boys &
Girls — Saturday Mornings
at 10:30-11:30 a.m.: Puopolo
Park — Coach Marko will run
this program this year.

Minor League Baseball:
6-8-Year-Old Boys & Girls:
Mondays - Thursdays 5:30-7:00
p.m. Puopolo Park

Major League Baseball:
9-12-Year-Old Boys and Girls:
Mondays - Thursdays 6:00-
8:00 p.m. Langone Park

Minor League and Major
League Baseball starts with
practices on April 1st. This is
preseason. There will be pre-
assigned practice days and
times assigned to each team
at the beginning of the season.
Each coach may add additional
practice time if there is field
availability. Opening day for
games is Saturday, April 25th
when all teams will play. Games
will then be played Monday-
Thursday for both age groups
and run through mid-June.
Practices will be scheduled
throughout that time period
as well and listed in the sched-
ule that will be posted in
mid-March. Please note that
bad weather/rainouts etc.,
may cause the schedule to
change.

Registration Fee is $65 per
player for age 4-12-year-old
programs. Registration fee for
Dodgers is $75 per player. The
N.E.A.A. will never prevent a
player from participating in our
programs due to the inability to
pay our registration fees. If you
need assistance, please contact
John Romano, N.E.A.A. Sports
Coordinator before registering
at617-750-9749 or jromano45@
gmail.com. For all team and
league related questions, please
contact: Ralph J Martignetti,
Mobile: +1-857-366-1213 or
Email: rmartignetti@nysir.org.

Girls 13-18 who are inter-
ested in a great softball program
should contact the North End
Execution. For more informa-
tion, please go to their website:
executionfastpitch.org

TO REGISTER for all 2026
N.E.A.A. Baseball Programs:
USE this URL for the N.E.A.A.
website: https://www.neaa
sports.org

We are also looking for vol-
unteer coaches — please let
us know if you are interested.

We look forward to another
great year of baseball.

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Docket No. MI25C0258CA

In the matter of:
TANISHA GWENDOLYN CECEL BAXTER

CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name of Adult
has been filed by Tanisha Gwendolyn
Cecel Baxter of Holyoke, MA formerly of
Framingham requesting that the court enter a
Decree changing their name to: Terrell Devon
Zion Baxter.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: 370 Jackson Street, 5th Floor,
Lowell, MA 01852 before 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of January 26, 2026. This is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance if you object
to this proceeding.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO,
First Justice of this Court

Date: December 30, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run Date: 01/16/2026
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI25P6557EA

Estate of
JOHN PAUL HURNEY
Also known as:
JOHN P. HURNEY

Date of Death: September 08, 2025

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal Representative
has been filed by Paul M. Hurney of Newton,
MA requesting that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: Paul M.
Hurney of Newton, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of said estate to
serve Without Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have aright to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 01/28/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written
appearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely
written appearance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day, action may be
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM
PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration directly from
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO0,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 31, 2025
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 01/16/2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Tody’s Service
Inc. of 1354 Washington Street, West
Newton, MA, pursuant to the provisions
of Mass G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that they
will sell the following vehicle on or after
January 23rd, 2026 beginning at 10:00 am
by public or private sale to satisfy their
garage keepers lien for towing, storage, and
notices of sale:

2014 HONDA CIVIC COUPE
VIN # 2HGFG3B84EH518384

2011 GMC SIERRA 1500
VIN # 1GTN1TEXXBZ347179
Vehicle is being stored at
Tody’s Service Inc.
Signed,

David Donahue, President
Tody’s Service Inc.

Run dates: 01/02, 01/09, 01/16/2026

EXTRA Innings

by Sal Giarratani

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given by Stephens
Automotive Transport, 60 Union Street,
Medford, MA 02155, pursuant to the provisions
of G.L.c.255 39A, that on January 24, 2026
at 10AM, at said address, the following motor
vehicle(s) will be sold, in as is condition, no
keys, at public sale to satisfy our garage
keeper's lien thereon for towing, storage, and
expenses of notice and sale:

2004 FORD F-350, RED
1FTWX33S84EC45917

2021 KIA K5, SILVER
5XXG24J25MG029904

2005 FORD F-150, BLACK
1FTPW14505FB21057

2002 HONDA CIVIC, SILVER
2HGES267X2H600993

2012 HONDA CIVIC, BURGUNDY
19XFB2F87CE085850

2003 NISSAN SENTRA, GRAY
3N1CB51D03L818280

2011 MITSUBISHI GALANT, WHITE
4A32B2FF6BE021710

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY, GRAY
4TABF3EKG6BR129697

2017 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE,
BLACK
1GNKVHKD5HJ111715

2015 FORD C-MAX, MAROON
1FADP5CUOQFL121763

2012 HONDA CIVIC, BURGUNDY
2HGFB2F94CH567609

2003 HONDA ODYSSEY, SILVER
5FNRL18503B156226

2004 CHEVROLET MALIBU,
SILVER
1G1ZT62854F169303

2013 FORD ECONOLINE, BLUE
1FTNE2EW2DDA92095

2004 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN,
SILVER
3GNFK16714G255233

2008 YAMAHA YZF-R6, BLACK
JYARJ16E58A008593

2021 ZNEN ZN50QT, BLUE
L5YACBPZ8M1138373

2024 ZHILONG ST, BLACK
HZ2TBCNF8R1008474

2022 TAOTAO PONY, BLUE
LONTCBAEXN1303199

2024 ZHILONG ST, BLACK
HZ2TBCNF6R1008683

2025 FLYWING MOPED, BLACK
HZ2TBCNF7S1016135

Run dates: 01/09, 01/16, 01/23/2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Division

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI26P0030EA

Estate of
JACQUELINE EVELYN MITCHELL
Also Known As:
JACQUELINE E. MITCHELL

Date of Death: July 22, 2025

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above cap-
tioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner Dennis
J. Mitchell of Tewksbury, MA, a Will has been
admitted to informal probate.

Dennis J. Mitchell of Tewksbury, MA has
been informally appointed as the Personal
Representative of the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under
informal procedure by the Personal Represen-
tative under the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative and can
petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

Run date: 01/16/2026

Blink and it’s Baseball Again

The Worcester Red Sox have
announced their 2026 schedule
revealing a quite early start to
the season’s start . The team
opens the season at home on
Friday, March 27 against the
Syracuse Mets at 4:05 p.m. The
earlier start makes a notable
milestone for the WooSox fran-
chise. The season again is 150
games, 75 games to be played at
the beautiful Polar Park which
opened in 2021.

Opening weekend features
three straight day games against
Syracuse Mets with additional
games on March 28 and 29 at
4:05 p.m. Following the homes-
tand, the WooSox head west for
a six-game road trip to St. Paul
before returning home April 7
against the Columbus Clippers.
Best Baseball Writers Around

As far as I am concerned
the baseball writers out there
are with the NY Post, Boston

LEGAL NOTICE

Riverside County Superior Court
4050 Main Street
Riverside, CA 92501

SUMMONS

Case No. CRVI2502289

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT
BRUCE P. BARDEN
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
CHRISTINE BARDEN

NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may
decide against you without your being heard
unless you respond within 30 days. Read the
information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this
summons and legal papers are served on you
to file a written response at this court and have
a copy served on the plaintiff. A letter or phone
call will not protect you. Your written response
must be in proper legal form if you want the
court to hear your case. There may be a court
form that you can use for your response. You
can find these court forms and more informa-
tion at the California Courts Online Self-Help
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your
county law library, or the courthouse nearest
you. If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the
court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you do not
file your response on time, you may lose the
case by default, and your wages, money, and
property may be taken without further warning
from the court.

There are other legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right away. If you do
not know an attorney, you may want to call an
attorney referral service. If you cannot afford
an attorney, you may be eligible for free legal
services from a nonprofit legal services pro-
gram. You can locate these nonprofit groups at
the California Legal Services Web site (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts
Online  Self-Help  Center  (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting your local
court or county bar association.

NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for
waived fees and costs on any settlement or
arbitration award of $10,000 or more in a civil
case. The court’s lien must be paid before the
court will dismiss the case.

HARVEY L. KATZMAN
301 9th Street, Suite 222
Redlands, California 92374
December 23, 2025
Clerk, by Joanne Bishop, Deputy
Run dates: 01/09, 01/16, 01/23, 01/30/2026

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Division

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI26P0090EA

Estate of
NANCY M. DUNNE

Date of Death: December 05, 2025

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above cap-
tioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner Kathleen
M. Hirsh of Marlborough, MA, a Will has been
admitted to informal probate.

Kathleen M. Hirsh of Marlborough, MA
has been informally appointed as the Personal
Representative of the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under
informal procedure by the Personal Represen-
tative under the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative and can
petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

Run date: 01/16/2026

Herald and Peter Abraham every
Sunday in the Boston Globe
sports section.

Next Generation El Tiante

Gia Tiant, granddaughter of
El Tiante, is scheduled to play
for the Boston Green Monsters
this summer in the New England
Collegiate Softball League. This
new league is scheduled to start
in June and will run a four-week
schedule. Gia is a freshman
outfielder at the South Georgia
State College.

Happy Birthday to
Alex Delgado

Delgardo just turned 55 years
old and played 26 games for
the Red Sox. He was signed
out of Venezuela in 1987 and
played almost 9 seasons in
the minors before being called
up. His major league highlight
happened on June 13, 1996
at Fenway Park when he hit a
walk-off single driving in Mo
Vaughn. It proved to be his one
and only career RBI. He ended

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Plymouth Division

Plymouth Probate and Family Court
52 Obery Street,
Plymouth, MA 02360
(508) 747-6204

Docket No. PL25P2328EA

Estate of
MICHAEL PATRICK CURRAN

Date of Death: August 08, 2024

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above cap-
tioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner Melissa
Curran-Polan of Newmarket, NH.

Melissa Curran-Polan of Newmarket, NH
has been informally appointed as the Personal
Representative of the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under
informal procedure by the Personal Repre-
sentative under the Massachusetts Uniform
Probate Code without supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative and can
petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

Run date: 01/16/2026

up playing 15 seasons in the
minors for the Sox and four
other organizations.

Delgardo also played 23 sea-
sons in the Venezuelan League
from 1989-2011 and now man-
ages the Caracas Senators in
Venezuela.

The Athletics
Have a Name Problem

The U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office has for now
denied a request by the Athletics
baseball franchise to trademark
the names “Las Vegas Athletics”
and “Vegas Athletics.” The club,
which intends to move to Las
Vegas in 2028, has three months
from when the refusals were
issued on December 29 to ask
for an extension to file a new
application within a six-month
period.

The nickname “Athletics”
was deemed to be too generic
and could be confused with
other activities even if associ-
ated with the City of Las Vegas.
The Athletics has been the
name of this franchise since
the Philadelphia Athletics began
playing in 1901. The name
changed to the Kansas City
Athletics when the team moved
there in 1965 and again when
they moved to California and
became the Oakland Athletics
in 1968.

I have a good feeling they are
going to become the Las Vegas
Athletics by 2028. Until then, I
will just call them the Athletics
until they leave the Sacramento.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after February 02, 2026
by public or private sale to satisfy a
lien for towing, storage, and all other
fees due.

2017 TOYOTA CAMRY
Vin #4T1BF1FK2HU409994
2008 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA
Vin #3VWRM71K08M161877
Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info@todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 01/09, 01/16, 01/23/2026

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Todisco Services, Inc., with its cor-
porate office located at 147A Summit
Street, Peabody, MA 01960, under
the provisions of Mass G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, will sell the following
vehicles on or after January 26, 2026
by public or private sale to satisfy a
lien for towing, storage, and all other
fees due.

2013 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
Vin #1C4RJFAGXDC633239
2004 FORD F650
Vin #3FRNF65L54V653059
2018 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
Vin #5NPD74LFXJH290935
2023 JIAJUE JJ50QT-32
Vin #LLPVGBAY6P1040029
2024 KEEWAY SHADOWSTAR
Vin #LZRJLTKF7R1000048
2014 FORD ESCAPE
Vin #1FMCU9JX0EUD28550
2018 MAZDA MAZDAG
Vin #IM1GL1VM4J1333451
2001 TOYOTA CAMRY
Vin #4T1BF28K61U119735
2012 FORD FUSION
Vin #3FAHP0JG5CR111714
2010 TOYOTA COROLLA MATRIX
Vin #2T1KU4EE1AC263002
2008 FORD TAURUS X
Vin #1FMDK02W18GA32015
Vehicles may be seen by appointment only.
Please email for specific information
info@todiscotowing.com

Run dates: 01/02, 01/09, 01/16/2026

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000

Docket No. MI25P6518PO
TRUST CITATION

In the matter of:
ALLAN TOFIAS
IRREVOCABLE TRUST

To all interested persons:

A Petiton has been filed by: Laura
Ainsworth of Canton, MA requesting this
honorable Court enter an order to render an
inventory and account of the trust adminis-
tration, and all other relief sought in General
Trust Petition dated 10/03/2025 pursuant to
G.L. c. 203E.

You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your attorney must file
a written appearance and objection at this
Court before 10:00 a.m. on 02/03/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written
appearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely
written appearance and objection followed
by an Affidavit of Objections within thirty
(30) days of the return date, action may be
taken without further notice to you.

Witness, HON. TERRI L. KLUG CAFAZZO0,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 06, 2026
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 01/16/2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Suffolk Division

Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

Docket No. SU25P2859EA

Estate of
GREGORY BRYAN POTTER

Date of Death: November 08, 2025

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner
Jamila F. Potter of Roxbury, MA, a will has
been admitted to informal probate.

Jamila F. Potter of Roxbury, MA has
been informally appointed as the Personal
Representative of the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under
informal procedure by the Personal Representa-
tive under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate
Code without supervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to be filed with
the Court, but interested parties are entitled
to notice regarding the administration from
the Personal Representative and can petition
the Court in any matter relating to the estate,
including distribution of assets and expenses of
administration. Interested parties are entitled to
petition the Court to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal Representatives
appointed under informal procedure. A copy
of the Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

Run date: 01/16/2026
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ANGEL ROBINSON GARCIA
Had 238 Fights Around the Globe
Faced Numerous World Champions

Last week, I wrote about two
globe-trotting world champions.
There is a third fighter I did not
mention, though while never a
world title holder, he did live
a life on the road. In fact, dur-
ing the course of his career he
fought the two men I wrote about
last week; Eddie Perkins and
Saoul Mamby.

Angel Robinson Garcia was
born in Havana, Cuba on May
9, 1937. I haven’t been able to
find an amateur record for him.
He began his professional career
in Havana in July of 1955. From
then until 1958 all his fights
were in Cuba. He traveled to
Miami in March of 1958 where
he lost a decision to Bobby
Rogers. Previous to that Angel
had won 29 out of 31 fights
including capturing the Latin
American Super Featherweight
title.

Continuing through the years
from 1958 to 1961, Garcia still
did the majority of boxing in
Cuba but was fighting a little
more in Miami while also making
stops in Panama City, Caracas,
and Mexico City. During that
time he took on two fellow
Cubans who would go on to have
notable careers. He won and lost
decisions to future welterweight
challenger Jose Stable, and in
1960, he lost a decision to a
young Jose Napoles the future
all-time great welterweight title
holder.

The turning point in his career
happened in 1961 when Fidel
Castro consolidated power in
Cuba. Angel lost his home base
and it looked at first like he
would settle in Miami where
Angelo Dundee had taken
notice of him. Things were set
in motion for his globe-trotting
in November of 1961 when he
traveled to France to take on
Raffia King. Though he lost a
ten-round decision to King, he
must have liked the French air
as he didn’t return.

Angelo Dundee is reported to
have said about Robinson “The
worst mistake I ever made was
sending Angel Robinson Garcia
to Europe by himself. I sent him
for one fight, and he stayed ten
years.” Dundee knew the young
Cuban had great potential but
he never got the chance to
develop him.

Garcia would not fight in North
or South America again until
1971 when he took on Marco
Scano in Calgary, Canada.
In 1972, he fought Roberto
Duran in Panama City. Two
fights later Duran would win
the world lightweight title from
Ken Buchanan. Angel was the
first man to take Duran the full
ten-rounds.

Later the same year, Robinson
finally set foot again in a boxing
ring in the United States. He
filled in as a last-minute sub-
stitute for Esteban DeJesus,
taking on Cemal Kamaci at the
Felt Forum in New York City
where he dropped a ten-round
decision.

He spent the next five years in
North America fighting mostly
in the United States. He would
show up for cards in Las Vegas,

Angel Robinson Garcia

Baltimore, Phoenix, Rochester,
Philadelphia, and many other
cities. He was still quite the
traveler.

It is the years preceding this,
and after, he left Miami in the
early '60s that are quite amaz-
ing to look at. From 1961 until
1972, he fought 130 times in
numerous different countries.
There were stops in France,
Spain, Italy, Great Britain,
Switzerland, Austria, Algeria,
Finland, Tunisia, Germany, and
Belgium. It is not clear who, if
anybody, was managing Garcia
at this time, but if someone
was, it is more likely they were
a travel agent than a boxing
handler.

It is hard to imagine any
fighter today having such a
career. Not only all of the trav-
eling, but the sheer number of
bouts he engaged in. While it
could be said Garcia had settled
into “opponent” status, he was
taking on solid competition and
giving them all tough fights. He
fought at least seven former or
future world champions and was
not stopped by any of them.

Eddie Perkins (Left) and Angel
Robinson Garcia

He faced light welterweight
champion and globe-trotter
Eddie Perkins in a non-title fight
and then two more times after
Perkins lost the belt. Among
the others he faced was another
world-traveler; Saoul Mamby.

Garcia (Left) takes on Saoul
Mamby in 1973

Other champions Angel
stepped in with were Ismael
Laguna, Billy Backus, Ken
Buchanan, Wilfred Benitez,
and Esteban DedJesus. Going
the distance with all of them.
In fact, in a career consisting of
238 fights Garcia was stopped
on only three occasions, all
because of cuts. Alfredo Urbina

Garcia (Right Vs Ismael
Laguna)

did it in 1959, Carmelo Bossi
in 1967, and Willie the Worm
Monroe in 1976 near the end of
Angel’s career.

Angel Robinson Garcia was a
highly-skilled fighter. If things
had been different and he stayed
in Miami in the early days of his
career, he likely would have been
developed into a world title chal-
lenger and perhaps champion.
Once he took to the road he
found he could make a decent
living with his fists while using
his defensive skills to protect
himself. Being a Cuban exile he
probably felt he didn’t have a
real home since he never stayed
put, though he did spend the
better part of his time abroad
in France.

He returned to France in 1978
where he had his final two fights.
A loss to Jean Symos and a win
over Pol Payen to close out a very
long career on a winning note.

The end was sad as it had been
reported he become homeless
while living in Paris. Eventually,
he returned to Cuba where he
lived out his final days. After
nearly forty years he finally
made it home. Angel Robinson
Garcia died in Havana, Cuba on
June 1, 2000 at the age of 63.
He was 41 when he had his last
fight 22 years earlier.

Fighters like Angel Robinson
Garcia were not uncommon
years ago. Though his traveling
was unusual, there were many
fighters who knew they were not
going to challenge for a world
title but settled in on making a
career and a living in the ring.
These fighters developed excel-
lent defensive abilities in the
way Garcia did. This enabled
them to fight often and for many
years. Unfortunately, for many
when the clock ran out on them
as it does at a much earlier age
in boxing than in other profes-
sions, they don’t end up well off.
There was no pension fund for
boxers, and they never made
huge purses.

Robinson’s career record
stands at 238 fights, 138 wins
(55 by KO), 79 losses (3 by
KO), and 21 draws. It is safe to
assume since he was fighting
so often in his opponents’ home
town that many of those draws
should have been in his favor
as well as a certain number of
losses coming from home town
decisions. For four or five years
in the early sixties he was rated
among the top ten light welter-
weights in the world.

He performed in front of hun-
dreds of thousands of fans but
is largely forgotten now. I hope
he found happiness in his final
days.

HOOPS and HOCKEY in the HUB _

by Richard Preiss

One of the valuable presentations by the folks down at NHL
headquarters in New York City is the publication of various lists
and tables concerning a wide range of statistical categories.

Just recently, for example, they published a list of 12 players
who have the longest consecutive point streaks in the NHL over
the past 35 years — since the 1990-1991 season.

Way down on that list — but still on it — is former Bruin Adam
Oates who compiled a consecutive point streak of 21 points. The
streak occurred late in the regular season — it ran from March 4,
1993 to April 14, 1993. Oates had a long-playing career in the NHL,
seeing action over the course of 19 seasons while performing for
seven teams.Oates played for RPI in college and led the Engineers
to the 1991 NCAA Division One Frozen Four National Champion-
ship. He came to the Bruins from St. Louis in a February, 1992
deal that sent Craig Janney and Stephane Quintal to the Blues.

His first full season with the Bruins (1992-1993) turned out to
be his best in the NHL, leading the league with 97 assists and a
career-high 45 goals for 142 total points-including that consecu-
tive point streak.

He also had 11 game-winning goals in a season that saw the B’s
win 42 games. There were also 13 ties since the shootout was not
introduced by the NHL until the start of the 2005-2006 season.

At the 1993 NHL All-Star Game (when it still held to a traditional
game format) Oates set a record with four assists in one period
as the East walloped the West 16-6.The Bruins finished second
in the Northeast Division and fourth in the Eastern Conference
that season.

As an aside Glen Featherstone (remember him?) led the Bruins
in regular season penalty minutes with 152 minutes assessed for
violations. The Bruins advanced to the 1993 playoffs and defeated
the arch-rival Montreal Canadiens 4-3 in an opening quarterfinal
series but then lost to the New Jersey Devils 4-2 in a conference
semifinal series that went six games. Oates saw action in all 13
playoff games for the B’s, scoring three goals and adding nine as-
sists for a total of 13 points. Oates spent four full seasons in the
Hub, plus the tail end of that 1991-1992 campaign. While here, he
also had an off-ice position, working for Boston Capital Partners.
But it was out on the ice where he drew the accolades. During
the 1993-1994 season he finished with 122 points. In fact, in the
five-year span from 1989 through 1994 (the best of those with the
B’s), he was the second highest point producer in the entire NHL
with an average of 114 points per season. That total was second
to Wayne Gretzky’s average of 124 over the same five-year span.
One of the little bits of trivia that we liked about Adam Oates was
that he supposedly preferred to wear women’s hockey gloves. He
claimed that they were more pliable than the men’s version. After
he retired from the Edmonton Oilers at the end of the 2003-2004
Oates entered the coaching ranks, serving initially as an assistant
coach with Tampa Bay and then later as an assistant with the New
Jersey Devils. He then was named head coach of the Washington
Capitals in the summer of 2012. The team finished in first place in
the Southeast Division (winning 15 of the last 19 games to capture
the 2012-2013 division title) but was eliminated in the playoffs
by the New York Rangers in a series that went seven games. The
following year the team struggled and did not make the playoffs.
As a result Oates was dismissed. That would be his last head
coaching position in the NHL, although he did work for several
seasons as a “co-head coach” with Scott Stevens in New Jersey.
He signed on as a consultant with the Los Angeles Kings in 2018.

Adams Robert Oates was born in the Toronto suburbs in 1962.
Growing up he played both hockey and lacrosse. In one Junior
A Lacrosse League game he set single game records of 19 assists
and 29 points.

Oates was a standout in junior hockey but was left undrafted by
the NHL because scouts felt he was too slow to play in the NHL.

He eventually went to RPI where he was a standout player in
points produced (42 points in 22 games as a freshman, 83 as a
sophomore, while adding 91 points as a junior with 60 assists. He
chose to leave RPI after three years for the NHL but later returned,
earning a Bachelor’s degree in Management in 1991.

Oates is a co-founder of the sports apparel group Old Time
Hockey. He also started the Oates Sports Group which assists in
the development of promising hockey players through summer
programs conducted in Massachusetts, Ontario and Minnesota.

He was inducted into the RPI Athletics Hall of Fame in 2004. He
was later inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in Toronto in 2012.

Then, in 2017, he was named as one of the 100 Greatest Players
in the history of the National Hockey League. One internet listing
states that he still has property in Massachusetts, owning a house
in Osterville on Cape Cod.

BEANPOT ON THE WAY — It is coming to that time of year —the
first two Mondays in February — that are traditionally set aside
for the men’s Beanpot at the TD Garden. In keeping with tradition,
Boston College, Boston University, Northeastern University and
Harvard University will compete for the title. The opening night
games are set for February 2 with Harvard facing Boston College in
the opener at 5 and Northeastern taking on Boston University at 8.

The two winners will advance to the championship game, set for
February 9 at 7:30. following the third-place game at 4:30. BC, BU
and Northeastern are members of Hockey East while Harvard is a
member of ECAC Hockey. With numerous games to go leading up
to the Beanpot, BC, BU and Northeastern all had winning records
as of mid-January while Harvard hovered around the .500 mark.

Last year BU beat BC in the championship game 4-1 before a
crowd of over 18,000 at the TD Garden.





